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OSCE Calls Nagor no-K arabakh Summit A Failure

Thetwo-day summit meeting onthe
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, held at Ram-
bouillet outside Paris, ended in failure, the
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tionin Europe (OSCE) said late Saturday.

“Despiteintense discussions, the po-
sitions of the parties on certain sensitive
principlesremained identical to what they
have been during the past months,” the
OSCE's Group of Minsk said in a press
statement.

Representatives from the Group of
Minsk, which consists of the United
States, France and Russia, mediated the
meeting between Robert Kocharian and
IlhamAliev.

Shortly before the talks broke up, a
diplomatic source told Deutsche Presse-
Agentur dpa, “ There have been no break-
throughs and no agreements.”

Officials had hoped that Kocharian
and Aliev, who began meeting Friday,
would agree on basic principles which
would form the basisfor afinal deal to be
negotiated later this year.

OnTuesday, official Yerevan played
down the dramatic failure of the latest
Armenian-Azerbaijani summit on
Nagorno-Karabakh, with Foreign Minis-
ter Vartan Oskanian saying that a break-
through may still be achieved this year.

“Nothing should be ruled out,”
Oskanian told reporters. “True, no agree-
ment was reached at Rambouillet. But that
doesn’'t mean there will be no progressin
the course of this year.”

Sources close to the Rambouillet
summit havetold RFE/RL that it collapsed
due to disagreements over Karabakh’'s
future status and a time frame for Arme-
nian pullout from one of six Azerbaijani
districts surrounding the disputed enclave.

The partieshad reportedly agreedin
principle to enable Karabakh's predomi-
nantly Armenian population to determine

Kocharian and aliev staring at each other accrossthetableduring failed Ramboouillet
ummit

thestatusin areferendumto be held within
10-15 years from the start of Armenian
troop withdrawal. Such a vote would al-
most certainly formalize Karabakh's re-
unification with Armenia.

Meanwhile, most observersbelieve
that Karabakh peace remains elusive be-
cause both Aliev and Kocharian lack do-
mestic legitimacy. Neither leader hasheld
a presidential or parliamentary election
recognized as democratic by the West.
“That is the reason why there will be no
progress in the Nagorno-Karabakh peace
process aslong asthey remain in power,”
said former Foreign Minister Aleksandr
Arzumanian.

In arelated development, the presi-
dent of the Council of Europe Parliamen-
tary Assembly, Rene van der Linden, ex-
pressed on Tuesday his* great disappoint-
ment” at Aliev's and Kocharian's failure
to break the deadlock. “| must once again
reiterate that there will be no sustainable
development or prosperity for the region

Diaspor a-Funded TV Denounced For Unmasking
‘Western Spies

YEREVAN -- A television network
sponsored by aU.S. philanthropist of Ar-
menian descent and loyal to Robert
Kocharian faced on Friday an angry re-
buttal of its apparent allegations that
Armenia’s leading human rights groups
work for Western intelligence services.

In areport aired for three consecu-
tive days, the Armenia TV station and its
two sister channels suggested that the Ar-
menian Helsinki Committee (AHC) and

other local watchdogs receive Western
grantsin return for spying on their coun-
try. The report featured excerpts from an
interview with the chairman of the
Yerevan Press Club, Boris Navasardian,
which |eft the impression that he agrees
with the allegations.

In awritten statement, Navasardian
accused the channels of “manipulating”

Continued on page4

L awyer sAllege Police Cover-Up Of
U.S. Citizen’'sMurder

Prominent Armenian lawyers representing the family of aU.S. citizen myste-
riously stabbed to death in Yerevan about two years ago have demanded a renewed
criminal investigation into the murder, alleging ahigh-level police cover-up.

Marine and Tigran Janoyans insist that Armenian law-enforcement authori-
ties have badly mistreated innocent people while deliberately ignoring key facts
connected to the violent death of Joshua Haglund.

Haglund, who taught English at the Yerevan University of Foreign Languages
as part of an exchange program, bled to death outside his apartment building in the
city center late on May 17, 2004. The 33-year-old was apparently attacked inside
his apartment before leaving it and collapsing in the courtyard.

and no future for its children without a
peaceful settlement to this dispute,” he
warned both sides in a statement from
Strasbourg.

"| strongly encourage al parties to
resume their discussions as soon as pos-
sible and with renewed determination,”
van der Linden added.

“After the blow suffered at Ram-
bouillet it will be redly difficult for the
co-chairsto come up with something new
for continuing negotiations,” writes
“Haykakan Zhamanak.” The paper claims
that both conflicting partiesfooled thein-
ternational community last year into think-
ing that the Karabakh conflict can be re-
solved in 2006.

Armenia, Iran Sress
‘Regional Significance’
Of Bilateral Ties

Foreign M inister sM ottaki and Oskanian

YEREVAN -- Theforeign ministers
of Armenia and Iran praised what they
described as a growing “regional signifi-
cance” of close relations between their
nations after holding talks in Yerevan on
Tuesday.

Iranian  Foreign  Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki, making his first
official visit to Armeniasince his appoint-
ment last September, reaffirmed the Is-
lamic Republic’s desire to continue to
deepen political and economic ties with
its sole Christian neighbor. He pointed to
the long history of Armenian-Iranian in-
teractions which he said is “replete with
mutual friendship and warmth.”

“We are building multi-faceted rela-
tionswith our neighbor and friend Arme-
nia,” Mottaki told a joint news confer-
encewith hisArmenian counterpart Vartan
Oskanian. “We are trying to ensure that
they have aregional significance.”

Continued on page3

United Arab Emirates

Ambassador Poladian Awar ded
‘IndependenceOrder’

DUBAI (Azad-Hye) -- On 11 Feb-
ruary 2006 the President of the United
Arab Emirates Sheikh Khalifabin Zayed
Al Nahyan has awarded the “Indepen-
dence Order” to outgoing Armenian Am-
bassador Dr. Arshak Poladian, in appre-
ciation of hisefforts made during histen-
ure to strengthen and expand the ties be-
tween Armeniaand the UAE.

The Order isthethird highest inthe
UAE and is given only to envoys of for-
eign countries. Abdullah Bin Rashid Al
Nuaimi, the Foreign Ministry’sUnder Sec-
retary decorated the Ambassador during
a special ceremony held in the Ministry,
wishing him successin hisfuture assign-
ments.

Al Nuaimi praised the political and
scientific endeavors of Ambassador
Poladian, pointing out that the Order is
bestowed on the representative of acoun-
try, which has only recently established
relationswith the UAE, afact that reflects
the magnitude of the progress in the bi-
lateral relations.

Earlier on the same day, the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs held reception in
the “Abu Dhabi Officers’ Club” to bid
farewell to Ambassador Poladian (and his
Russian and Bahraini colleagues).

The reception was attended by a

Ambassador Poladian receivesthe” Inde-
pendenceOrder” from Foreign Ministry’'s
Under Secretary Abdulla Bin Rashid Al
Nuaimi, on behalf of the President of the
UAE

number of Ambassadors and officias in
the country (including Foreign Ministry’s
Under Secretary Abdullah Bin Rashid Al
Nuaimi, Director of Foreign Ministry’s
Protocol Department Obeid Al Zaabi,
President’s Legal and Religious Advisor
Sheikh Ali Al Hashimi and others). Digni-
taries from the Armenian community and
members of the Embassy’s staff were

Continued on page4
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Karbakh Report
S0 Near, Yet So Far Away From Peace

By Hratch Tchilingirian
University of Cambridge

LONDON, UK (1 February 2006) -- An invited audience of more than 80
people including MPs, diplomats, academic researchers, and government and
NGO representatives attended the publication launch of “The limits of leader-
ship: dlites and societies in the Nagorny Karabakh peace process’ at the Houses
of Parliament in London, which was sponsored and chaired by Angus Robertson
MP, Scottish Minister for Defence & Foreign Affairs. The speakers were Dr.
Laurence Broers, issue editor of Accord 17; Mr. Famil Ismailov, senior producer,
BBC World Service; Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian, Accord issue 17 author and associ-

ate director of the Eurasia Research Programme, University of Cambridge.

This February marks the 18th anni-
versary of the start of the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict in modern times. |
emphasize “modern times’ because the
conflicts in this region did not start in
1991, at the end of the Soviet Union. If
we take the last 200 years (1813-1992 to
be exact) there hasbeen apolitical or mili-
tary conflict or popular protest in
Karabakh on average every 4 years (in
Abkhazia on average every 4.3 years),
similarly in other parts of thisregion con-
sidered the homeland of over three dozen
national or ethnic groups.

Eighteen years ago, virtually all of
us in this room had hardly heard about
Nagorno Karabakh or could point it on
the map of the Soviet Union. The 18 year
old Karabakh Armenian soldier who was
just drafted into the army was anew born
enfant. The Azerbaijani refugee girl from
Karabakh who just started her university
studies was a newly born baby. Indeed,
how our own lives have changed in these
years, let aone the changes and transfor-
mationsin thelife span of aconflict such
as Nagorno Karabakh.

Have the positions of the partiesto
the conflict changed? Are we nearer to or
farther way from a peaceful resolution?
Have we -those of us in this room who
have followed this conflict from the be-
ginning or at some point in the last 18
years- become wiser over the years? |
believetheanswer must beaqualified Yes
and a qualified No -or somewhere in be-
tween. The launch of this Report tonight
isfor sure atestimony to the fact that we
have learned a lot, not only about
Karabakh, but also about the larger
Caucasus and Caspian region in last 18
years. Yet, many questions remain unan-
swered, more challenges are ahead and
more uncertaintiesin the path of peaceful
resolution of the conflict. Aspresentedin
the Report, there areissues, problemsand
processes that we have come to address,
understand, analyse and suggest solutions.
Thisevening | would liketo highlight three
issues which | believe are important for
the discussion and ultimate resolution of
the Karabakh conflict:

1. Theproblem of personalization
of paliticsand gover nment

In this region, as in other parts of
former Soviet space, politics and gover-
nance are dependent onindividual leaders
rather than institutions. Whether it was
Ter Petrossian, Aliyev or Shevardnadze
or today Kocharian, Aliyev and
Saakashvili, the stability and devel opment
of the three republics in the South
Caucasus are too dependent on the per-
sonal charisma and political skills of the
leaders heading these transitional coun-
tries and societies.

As examples around the world
show, while individual |eaders matter in
shaping agreements, a peace treaty can-

not be signed between leaders only, but it
has to be among conflicting societies and
stakeholders. The examples of Rabin and
Arafat, Sharon and Abbas, Denktash and
Cleridis and many others make it clear
that an Aliyev-K ocharian agreement alone
would not guarantee a peaceful resolu-
tion to this conflict, but only an agree-
ment and understanding between two
peoples. Indeed, leaders have the respon-
sibility to enhance understanding among
their people. Vision aloneisnot enough if
there are no convinced followers or be-
lieversinthevision. It remainsto be seen
whether Aliyev and Kocharian would be
ableto take the peace process beyond the
confines of their meeting rooms and to
the minds and hearts of their people.
2. Theproblem of democratic
infrastructureand capacity to

deliver peace

As case studies around the world
have shown, states which are well en-
dowed with popular mandates and sub-
stantive democracies are more likely to
provide longer-term solutions to armed
conflicts than those who suffer large de-
ficiencies.

Resolving decades-long conflicts
has proven to be complex and difficult
for far more developed states and fully-
fledged democracies such as Israel and
Cyprus, let alone for developing states
such asArmeniaandAzerbaijan. The state
restructuring process and the moderni za-
tion of state and government from the
remnants of the former system is still
ongoing in the South Caucasus. One gen-
eralization that could be madeisthat state-
hood -or the determination of type of
statehood- is still evolving. More than a
decade after independence, the question
whether to have a presidentia or parlia
mentary model of statehood is still ac-
tively debated in Armenia, Azerbaijan and
Georgia.

Furthermore, thelingering question
inboth Azerbaijan and Armeniaiswhether
aregime which is not tolerant of its own
political opposition within the country is
willing and ready to tol erate the perceived
“enemy” outsideitsborders. Therelation-
ship between democracy and conflict
resolution iscrucial and cannot be under-
estimated by theinternational community.

3. Theproblem of conflict

per ceptions

What is the conflict? Is it aterrito-
rial dispute?Isit aninter-ethnic conflict?
Is it ethno-territorial problem? Various
models and analytical frameworks have
been offered in the last 18 years. | would
add my own suggestion: that the conflict
isaproblem of restructuring of minority-
majority relations; it istheresult of aradi-
cal restructuring process of old political,
territorial and socio-cultural boundaries
into a new, post-Soviet “order” -alas at a
very high cost of human lives and mate-

Nagor no-K arabakh Conflict:
Timeline Of The Long Road To Settelment
First 10 Years

February 1988: T he [agemoKarabakh_
local soviet of the NKAO [+ ‘
appeals to the USSR Su-
preme Soviet to transfer
the NKAO from the o
Azerbaijani SSRtotheAr- | 7
menian SSR. In the first-
ever spontaneous mass |~
demonstrations in the
USSR, hundreds of thou-
sands of Armenians take
to the streets in Yerevan
to express support for
that proposal, and an un-
official Karabakh Com-
mittee is formed that in-
cludes literature scholar

Ter-Petrossian and math- "
ematician Vazgen e
Manukian. Soviet media ‘

o S
reports of the death of an [ A™*"&—7
Azerbaijani in aclash with

Armenians trigger mass a0
reprisals against Arme-
niansin Sumgayit, north of Baku. Official reports put the death toll at about
30, but Armenians claim it was far higher.

March 1988: CPSU Central Committee General Secretary Mikhail
Gorbachev explicitly rules out any changes to the borders between union
republics. Moscow announces an aid and investment package for the NKAO.

June-July 1988: The Armenian SSR Supreme Soviet calls on the USSR
Supreme Soviet to approve the local NKAO soviet’s appeal for the region’s
transfer to Armenia. The Azerbaijan SSR Supreme Soviet condemns that
appeal asinterferenceinto Azerbaijan’sinternal affairs. The USSR Supreme
Soviet Presidium formally rejects the NKAO soviet’s request.

September-October 1988: Following scatter ed spor adic inter ethnic clashes,
Azerbaijani population beginsto flee from the NKAO — and from Armenia
— toAzerbaijan.

December 1988: Karabakh Committee members arrested and taken to
M oscow, where they are held in prison until May 1989.

January 1989: M oscow imposes direct rule on the NKAO, but liftsit in
late November.

June-July 1989: Popular anger in Azerbaijan over the Karabakh Arme-
nian demands spills over into mass demonstrations in Baku and serves as
catalyst for the emergence of the Azerbaijan Popular Front.

August 1989: Azerbaijan imposes railway blockade on Armenia and
NKAO. Armenians retaliate by staging labor strikes

November 1989: The Armenian National M ovement — the successor to
the Karabakh Committee — convenesitsfirst congressin Yerevan and elects
Ter-Petrossian as its chairman.

January 1990: Azeris commit pogroms against Armenians of Baku. So-
viet leader ship declares state of emergency in Nagor no-K arabakh and along
Armenian-Azerbaijani border. Soviet troops march into Baku and open fire
on rioting civilians, killing 130 people according to official statistics.

1990: Armenia electsa Supreme Soviet in which Communist Party mem-
bers are a minority. Ter-Petrossian is elected its chairman.

May-June 1991: Soviet Army and Azer baijani special policetroopsround
up thousands of Armenians from villages in the north of the NKAO and in
neighboring districts of Azerbaijan and deport them to Armenia. Sporadic
fighting intensifies.

September 1991: Nagor no-K ar abakh par liament proclaimsestablishment
of independent Nagorno-Karabakh Republic. Levon Ter-Petrossian elected
Armenian president; Armenia holds referendum and formally secedes from
the USSR.

Azerbaijan |

Continued on page3

rial devastation.

In the Soviet system, minoritiesin
autonomous republics were not regarded
primarily ascitizensof themajority’sstate,
but were defined by the magjority as the
“other”: the Armenians were “non-
Azeris’, the Abkhaz were “non-Geor-
gians’; they were considered “settlers’
or “latecomers’ in the majority’s state.
With their declared independence, minori-
ties now see themselves as having elimi-
nated the “ social control” of the majority,
the heavy burden of being the “other”.

If Cyprus and Palestine/Israel are
any indication, the resolution of the con-
flicts in the South Caucasus in general

and the Karabakh conflict in particular will
take a very long time. Mediation and ef-
fortsto find solutions should not only look
for political will and asellable agreement,
but an understanding of leadership and
structural capacity, levels of democratic
development and inter- and intra-society
relations and discourses.

Hratch Tchilingirian contributed
the section on “New Sructures, Old
Foundations: State Capacity for
Peace” in theAccord report. HeisAs
sociate Director of Eurasia Research
Programmeat CambridgeUniversity’s
Judge Institute.
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Sepping On ToesWhile Doing “ The Dance” .
In defense Of LarisaAlaverdyan

By John Hughes
ArmeniaNow editor

Who defends the defender of hu-
man rights?

Itisaquestion relevant to thedisin-
tegrated rel ations between Armenia’ s out-
going Ombudswoman LarisaAlaverdyan
and the Government of Armeniaand, par-
ticularly, between Alaverdyan and Presi-
dent Robert Kocharyan.

On January 4 Alaverdyan was
locked out of her office by security guards
who put agovernment seal over the door.

If it was arude gesture, it was also
a redundant reality check, meant to say:
“You and your kind are not welcome
‘round here’.” It should not have come
as a shock, considering that Alaverdyan
has been high on the Kocharyan Office
list of undesirables. (According to well-
informed sources, the President’s Office
ordered all television station to not alow
interviews with or show footage of
Alaverdyan.)

Still, Alaverdyan’s abrupt shut-out
is not without some legal authority, de-
pending on how oneinterprets a new law
being tested for thefirst time. To explain:

When the Kocharyan-sponsored
Constitutional Referendum passed last
November (with the discouragingly fa-
miliar epidemic of voting irregularities),
among new legidation was a law stipu-
lating that a new Ombudsman should be
elected by Parliament 30 days after the
amendments were adopted —in this case,
December 5.

When the 30 days passed (January
4), no new Ombudsman had been named.
Nonetheless, Alaverdyan — the heralded
hope of Armenian and international hu-
man rights groups—was unceremoniously
dumped by authorities fed up at the au-
dacity of aPresidentia appointment with
enough guts to buck the line.

(By comparison, these days Poland
is waiting to replace its Ombudsman. In
that country, however, the incumbent is
being maintained until the new person can
be put in place)

A generous argument could reason
that Alaverdyan was in fact playing Op-
positional poalitics by routinely reporting
the present regime’s human rights short-
comings. (How do you say ‘ shooting fish
inabarrel’ in Armenian?)

Don't go too far down that road,
however, without first remembering that
Alaverdyan came into her post as politi-
cally sympathetic to K ocharyan, and some
even saw her appointment as a “puppet
placement”. Consider, too, that
Alaverdyanwould havewillingly accepted
nomination by the Opposition to succeed
herself under the new Constitution. The
Opposition chose to hominate someone
else

The very post of Ombudsman is a
position grudgingly created here as part
of Armenia’s shadow dance with the
Council of Europe—awaltzinwhichAr-

Armenia’'s out-going Ombudswoman
LarisaAlaverdyan

meniahasdemonstrably said “We'll dance
with you, but you can’t touch us’.

We'll give lega rights to gays, but
we won’t do anything to anyone who
breaks those laws. We'll create an alter-
native military service for conscientious
objectors — so long as those boys don't
mind cleaning up the piss and vomit of
our madhouse residents. We'll put trans-
parent ballot boxesin polling stations, but
we'll stuff them with doctored votes just
like always. We'll make compensations
for citizens whose homes are swallowed
in urban development “for the good of
the state”, but we'll only pay a fourth of
the market value.

ItisatideAlaverdyan tried to turn.

Maybe she went at it the wrong
way. Maybe saying that the Emperor
dressesinragsis more effective than say-
ing that he is naked.

Maybe given another go at it, she'd
come to appreciate the value of a well-
placed whisper over a scatter-shot
scream. Too bad she won’t get that
chance, because many of us believe that
Larisa Alaverdyan gives a voice to the
oppressed. And there are plenty of them
here with a message worth listening to.

The National Assembly is now in
debateto choseAlaverdyan’sreplacement.
Itislikely that the next Ombudsman will
be Armen Harutyunyan. He has been a
legal advisor to Robert Kocharyan for
nearly eight years.

In anticipation of his post,
Harutyunyan said the nation’s defender
of human rights “must not stand between
state ingtitutions and point fingers at ev-
eryone and give lessons.”

Clearly, the new Ombudsman has
learned the shadow dance.

*k%x

According to law, the outgoing
Ombudsman is allocated a chance to
make a final report in an address to Par-
liament. Effectively, LarisaAlaverdyanwas
denied that opportunity when shewastold
that she could have five minutes on the
floor of the National Assembly. Insulted,
Alaverdyan declined thetime.

Armenia, lran Sress Bilateral Ties

Continued from page 1

“Our bilateral relationswith Iran are
developing pretty fast, becoming more
comprehensive and deeper,” agreed
Oskanian. “In fact, they are transcending
the bilateral framework and taking on a
regional significance.”

The two ministers said the talks fo-
cused on bilateral economic projects, no-
tably the ongoing construction of a pipe-
line which will pump Iranian natural gas
to Armenia. According to Oskanian, they
also discussed the possibility of building
arailway link between the two neighbor-
ing states in the future.

Nagor no-K arabakh Conflict:
Timeline Of The Long Road To Settelment
First 10 Years

Continued from page2

November 1991: Azerbaijan’s Supreme Soviet annuls the autonomous
status of the Nagor no-K arabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO); the region’s
parliament responds by holding a referendum in which Karabakh Arme-
nians vote overwhelmingly in favor of secession from Azerbaijan.

January 1992: Nagorno-Karabakh parliament declares the region’s in-
dependence. Conflict escalates into full-fledged warfare following the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union.

May 1992: Karabakh Armenian forces take the town of Sushi and ex-
tend control over the Lachin corridor linking Karabakh and Armenia. The
Azerbaijan Popular Front takes power in Azerbaijan.

June 1992: Azerbaijan launches offensive against Armenians in
Mardakert, in northern Karabakh, and the neighboring Geranboi/Shaumian
district of Azerbaijan, displacing some 40,000 Armenians.

Summer,1992: The CSCE creates the 11-country Minsk Group with the
aim of mediating a solution to the conflict.

February-June 1993: Armenian forces launch a counterattack and re-
take Mardakert. They go on to take Kelbacar in April 1993, a defeat that
paves the way for an uprising in June by rebel Azeri soldiers, and the return
to power in Baku in June of Heydar Aliyev.

July-August 1993: Karabakh Armenian forces take Agdam, then push
south toward the Iranian border, occupying the Qubatli, Jebrayli, and Fizuli
districts.

August-September 1993; Russian envoy Vladimir Kazimirov mediates a
temporary cease-fire. Direct talks between Azerbaijani and Karabakh rep-
resentatives take place in Maoscow.

October 1993: Azerbaijan violates cease-fire by launching a new offen-
sive. Karabakh Armenian forces repel the attack and then advance west-
ward to take Zangelan district in southwest Azerbaijan.

December 1993-February 1994: Azerbaijan launches a new offensive to
the south of Karabakh and initially wins back some territory in fierce fight-
ing, but is then forced to retreat.

April 1994: Fiercefighting breaks out in Mardakert and Agdam, during
which Karabakh Armenian forces regain some lost territory.

May 1994: At talksattended by Armenia, Azer baijan, Nagor no-K arabakh
representatives, the CIS (dominated by Russia), and hosts Kyrgyzstan, the
Bishkek Protocol is signed and a cease-fire begins on 12 May.

August 1994: Armenian, Azerbaijani, and Karabakh representatives meet
in Moscow to discuss a so-called Major Political Agreement to resolve the
conflict.

November-December 1994: In the third round of talks since the cease-
fire, Azerbaijan makes new demands for the inclusion of Karabakh Azerisin
the process and insists on a CSCE-mediated peace process. At the Confer-
encefor Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) summit in Budapest, in
which the CSCE becomes the OSCE.

December 1996: At the OSCE’s Lisbon summit, the chairman in office
issues a statement on the principles of resolution that support Azerbaijan’s
territorial integrity. Armenia prevents them being part of the final commu-
nique. They are instead included as an annex, with Armenia’s response re-
corded in a second annex.

June-July 1997: The Minsk Group co-chairs discuss the latest proposals
with leadersin Armenia and Azerbaijan, who eventually accept the proposal
in principle as a basis for peace, Armenia with “serious reservations.” Aliyev
announces that Azerbaijan would agree to a staged withdrawal from the oc-
cupied territories, leaving Lachin under Nagorno-Karabakh’s control at the
first stage.

August 1997: On 25 August, Nagorno-K arabakh rejects the “ package’
peace plan submitted in late May.

September 1997: In the wake of the failure of the latest efforts, a modi-
fied “ step-by-step” peace proposal is presented by the Minsk Group.

October-November 1997: Armeniaand Azer baijan accept thelatest OSCE
peace plans as a basis for further negotiations, with some reservations.
Nagor no-K arabakh regects them, demanding a package approach, citing se-
curity concerns with the step-by-step proposal.

November 1997: Armenian President Ter-Petrossian endor ses the new
approach and comments publicly on need for compromise.

January-February 1998: At a meeting of Armenia’s National Security
Council, powerful figuresincluding Robert Kocharian, Vazgen Sargsian and
Serzh Sarkisian side against President Levon Ter-Petrossian in rejecting the
Minsk Group proposal. Ter-Petrossian resigns on 3 February.

March 1998: In Armenian presidential elections, Kocharian winsin the
second round in a poll criticized by international observers.

October 1998: President Aliyev is reelected president of Azerbaijan.

October 1998: President Aliyev is reelected president of Azerbaijan.

November 1998: A Minsk Group “common state” proposal isreected by
Azerbaijan.




4

Massis weekly

February 18, 2006)

Lark Musical Society Presents Sergey And Lusine
Khatchatryan In Concert

Initsfirst musical event of the new
year, the Lark Musical Society is
proud to present Sergéy and Lusiné
Khachatryan, internationally recognized
young Armenian violin and piano virtuo-
sos, in aspecia concert at the Alex The-
atre, 216 N. Brand Blvd., on Wednesday,
March 15, 2006, at 8:00 p.m. The tal-
ented brother-and-sister duo is on a tour
of the United States with their musician
parents and mentors, under the sponsor-
ship of Bankof America.

Both Lusiné and Sergéy began their
music studiesin Yerevan, Armenia, at the
age of 6: Lusiné on the piano with her
mother, Irina Hovhannisyan, and later
with her father, Vladimir Khachatryan;
Sergéy on the violin, with Professor P.
Haykazyan, and later in Germany, with
Professor G. Zhidlinin Wurzburg and Pro-
fessor J. Rissin in Karlsruhe.

Lusiné made her concert debut with
orchestrain Wiesbaden, Germany, when
she was only 12 years old. This excep-
tional pianist has participated asasoloist,
as well as with chamber or symphony
orchestras, in a number of international
music festivals and concert series in the
concert halls of Europe, the Far East, and
the Americas. Now 22, she is credited
for having won prizes in many interna-
tional competitions, such as the Music
Fedtival “New Names’ in Yerevan, Arme-
nia (1992), “Jugend Musiziert” in Ger-
many (1994, 1996, 1999, and 2001), the
chamber music competition in Bad-
Durkheim, Germany (1994), and the pi-
ano competitionin Cittadi Ostraand Citta
di Marsala, Italy (2003).

When Sergéy was only 9 years old,
he made his concert debut with
orchestra in Wiesbaden, Germany and
gave his first recital two years later
in Marignane, France. In 2000, he won
2nd prize in the Fritz Kreisler
Competition in Vienna, and the 1st prize
at both the Louis Spohr Competition in
Freiburg and Helsinki’s prestigious I nter-
national Jean SibeliusViolin Competition,
becoming its youngest winner in history.
In the latter, he was also awarded a spe-
cial prize for the best interpretation of

.
Sergéy Khachatryan

Sibelius' Violin Concerto.

In 2002, Sergéy won the 2nd prize
in the International J. Gingold
Competition in Indianapolis. In 2005, he
was honored with the 1st prize
of the prestigious Queen Elisabeth Com-
petition in Brussels, where he was
awarded the“Huggins’ Stradivariusfor a
period of four years.

The 20-year-old Sergéy has per-
formed in many countries, including Ger-

e

Lusinék hachatryan

many, Switzerland, Finland, Spain, Italy,
Portugal, France, Belgium, Holland, Japan,
Korea, USA, United Kingdom, Cyprus,
Ecuador, Brazil, Russia, and Armenia. He
is currently a scholarship holder of the
Aime-Sophie M itter Foundation.

The music-loving public of South-
ern California is honored to host
such atalented duo. For further informa-
tion, call the Lark Musical Society
at (818) 500-9997.

Diaspora-Funded TV Denounced For
Unmasking ‘Western Spies

Continued from page 1

and taking his statements out of context
to suit their agenda. He said he simply
referred to one of several Russian human
rights organizations, also called the
Helsinki Committee, accused by the
Kremlin of cooperating with Britishintel-
ligence. The quote was followed by im-
agesof AHK chairman Avetik Ishkhanian
who was also interviewed by the reporter.

The latter appeared to make the
point that Armenian non-governmental or-
ganizations* funded from abroad” arealso
engaged in“ anti-state activities.” Accord-
ing to Navasardian, hiskey remarkswere
intentionally left out of thereport. He said
one of his points was that Armenia’s na-
tional interests converge with those of
leading Western powers and that there is
nothing wrong with accepting financial
assistance from them.

“I also made it clear that the views
of Armenian human rights organizations
may differ from those of the Armenian
authoritiesbut that | ruleout their involve-
ment in anti-state activities,” added the

Y PC chairman.

Incidentally, Armenia TV and its
ArmNews and TV5 affiliates themselves
have a wealthy Western sponsor in Ar-
menian-American businessman Gerard
Cafegiian who has invested millions of
dollarsin them in recent years. The three
channels are part of the CS Media group
co-owned by Cafesjian and a pro-gov-
ernment Armenian businessman. Itsnews
coverage has been sympathetic to
Kocharian and critical of hispolitical op-
ponents.

“Sadly, Gerard Cafegjian’s invest-
ments are used for spreading government
propagandaand disinformation and reviv-
ing Soviet-style anti-journalism,”
Ishkhanian said in a separate statement.

He claimed that the espionage ac-
cusations were ordered by the Armenian
authorities in retaliation for his
organization’s sharp criticism of their
human rights record and their handling
of elections. He said they may have also
been “instructed from Russia’ where the
authoritiesareincreasingly restricting ac-
tivities of Western-funded civic groups.

UAF Shipped $24 Million Of Aid ToArmenialn 2005

GLENDALE -- The United Arme-
nian Fund (UAF) contributed almost $24
million in humanitarian assistance to Ar-
menia during the fiscal year 2005, con-
sisting primarily of medicine and medical
supplies, according to the latest audit of
itsfinancial statements.

The audit also shows that the UAF
spent less than 1% of its total revenues
on administrative expenses, all ocating the
remaining 99% to assisting the people of
Armeniaand Karabagh.

During its 16 years of operations,
the UAF hasdeliveredtoArmeniaagrand
total of $415 million in relief supplies

through 135 airlifts and 1,237 sea con-
tainers.

The UAF was formed through the
collective efforts of the Armenian Assem-
bly of America, theArmenian General Be-
nevolent Union, theArmenian Missionary
Association of America, the Armenian
Relief Society, the Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of America, the Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
Americaand the Lincy Foundation.

For more information, contact the
UAF officeat 1101 North Pacific Avenue,
Suite 301, Glendale, CA 91202 or call
(818) 241-8900.

GregKrikorianAppointed To Chair TheFive Sar
Education Coalition

GLENDALE -- Gregory S.
Krikorian was appointed to serve aspresi-
dent of the Five Star Education Coalition,
a codlition of Board Members and Su-
perintendents from five school districts:
Burbank, Glendale, LaCanada, Pasadena
and South Pasadena, representing 75,000
students. The member districts share
common boundaries and interestsin pro-
moting excellence in public education.

Krikorian is the immediate past
president of the Glendale Unified School
District Board of Education. Heis serv-
ing his 6" year as a board member hav-
ing been re-elected to a second term.

Greg is currently representing the
Glendale board of education on the Cali-
fornia Suburban School Districts
(CALSSD), an organization of school
board members and superintendents,
which speaks on behalf of suburban
school districts. He also serves on the
Glendale Educational Foundation, Los
Angeles County Committee of School
District Organizations and Los Angeles
County School Trustees Association.

Krikorian received his Masters in
Governance 2005 from CSBA and com-
pleted the Leadership Glendale Program
1995 sponsored by the Glendale Cham-
ber of Commerce. Krikorian and hiswife
of 16 years, Christine, havefive children,
four of whom attend Glendale public
schools. Greg is co-owner of Business
Lifeand Senior Living magazinesand has
long been a strong advocate for maintain-
ing thevitality of businessin Glendale. He
has also contributed many years of ser-
vice in numerous community and service
organizationsincluding Kiwanis, Verdugo
HillsBoy ScoutsBoard of Directors, Jewel
City Little League President, AY SO Soc-
cer coach and many more.

GUSD Board member Gregory Krikorian

“1"m truly honored to have the op-
portunity to serve our Arroyo-Verdugo
region which includes Burbank & Pasa-
dend’ stated Krikorian. “I can't thank
David Nos, former member of the
Burbank Board of Education, enough for
having the vision to create such an orga-
nization over 10 years ago to serve all of
our students and share resources with
our neighboring cities. And to follow in
the footsteps of our past President Jinny
Dalbeck, LaCanadaBoard of Education,
who served many terms as president is
an honor because her serviceis an inspi-
ration to me personally.”

The community isinvited to attend a
Five Star Education Codlitionforumon*®Ad-
equacy, Sufficiency and Equity in Funding
Public Education.” Thisisthefirst of anin-
formative three-part serieson issues of edu-
cationd importance. Itwill beheddon Thurs-
day, March 9, 2006, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.,
at the Edison Pacific Community Center, 501
S. PcificAvenuein Glendde.

Ambassador Poladian Awarded ‘I ndependence Order’

Continued from page 1

also present.

Poladian, previously advisor to
Armenia’s Foreign Minister, hasfirst ar-
rived in Abu Dhabi in 2000 and started
hisinitial contactsfrom ahotel room, near
the present location of the Embassy on
Khalifa Street. Few months later, in Sep-
tember 2000, the Embassy was officialy
inaugurated with the presence of Foreign
Minister Vartan Oskanian. The new build-
ing of the Embassy was inaugurated in
September 2005 and is expected to be
ready in two years time.

Serving as Charge d’ Affaires (2000~
2002), Poladian was promoted in August
2002 to the rank of Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary. He was ap-
pointed also as non-resident Ambassador

to Kuwait and Bahrain.

During his term in Abu Dhabi he
published three works (mainly of infor-
mative nature): “ Studiesin the History and
Culture of the East” (2001), “History of
Arab-Armenian Relations’ (2002) and“Is-
lam: Religion & State” (2003), besideshis
contribution in preparing abookl et on the
occasion of the Armenian Cultural Week
in Sharjah (December 2004).

Poladian is planning to stay in the
United Arab Emirates until the first week
of March 2006. He will be replaced by
Vahagn Melikian (born 1967), graduate of
oriental studies, presently Head of the
Protocol Department in the Armenian
Foreign Ministry, son of the well known
Professor Gourgen Melikian, Dean of the
Faculty of the Oriental Languages at the
Yerevan State University.
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WAHIB’S MIDDLE EAST RESTAURANT
“Where the East Meets the West”

MEDITERRANEAN - LEBANESE FOOD

BANQUET HALL

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

NAZO,VARTAN,AMIR &
SINGER MUHAMMAD

] CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
s& TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

910 E. MAIN ALHAMBRA, CA

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT INTERNATIONAL & ARABIC SHOW

BELLY DANCING

PHOTO/CONCEPT-J/D-2005 TEL (6260 795-4493
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Glendale, CA 91201

Tel.: 818/502-3233
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Pgr.: 818/608-9898
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9878 Hibert Street
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service to the Armenian people.

The AGBII Southern California District Committee and the USC Institute of Armenian Studies are co-sponsofing a Seminar on the oceasion of AGRLs
Centennial to address the needs and priorities of Armenia and s Diaspora, from the perspective of Armmenian university students and young professionals.
The Organizing Commites is soliciting your ideas on how AGBU can continue 1¢ maintain the vibrancy of our communities well into i3 second cemury of

Dte: Saturday, February 25, 2006, 10 am to 3 pm
Location: AGBU Pasadena Center, 2495 E. Mountain Street

Hosts: AGBU and the USC Institute for Armenian Studies
Lumch and refreshments will be served.

More information, including submission form. 15 on: www. linxlogic.com/aghu/

S Touimavaniaobuca. ong

website above.

Yacrhsezian (AGRID

To request a form via e-mail or hardeopy, please contact: AGRBU Pasadena Center, Mrs, Shake Tourmayan at (626) 794-T%42 or

All proposals are subject to advance review, Potential speakers are requested to submit a brief, one-page synopsis using the form posted on the

Deadline for submissions: Janwary 28, 2006
Kindly RSVP to Mrs, Shake Toumavan at the AGBU Pasadena Center: (626) 794-7942.
Centennial AGBU/USC Seminar Commitiee
Dr. Mihran Agbabian, Co-Chair (USC), Dr. Vahram Biricik, Co-Chair (AGBU), Prof. R. Hrair Dekmejian (USC), Mr. Vahe

Imasdounian (AGBU SCDC Chairman). Mr. Hovig Antabian { AGBU). Mr. Eric Boyajian { AGBU/USC), Prof. Osheen
Keshishian, Mr. Vahe Kuzovan (USC ASA), Dr. Guiragos Minassian { AGBU), Ms, Cynthia Simonian (AGBLU), Dr. Harout

MASFrULUSNRGSLE R ULnRITRR OF
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Ardavazt Theater presents F r& o I Lo L L
“Un Fil A La Patte” o o 4l g gy
A comedy by French playwright George Feydeu ﬁmﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂ” tg’ ;:"'E‘E'J’:Miﬂ: 42,
cLnaruoMnhy Buwinpy plunaddidpns bpbilnt
Cwpwe Pwnpnuap 25, Yppulh Phinpoewp 26 GALA wnfiegfs wpfeensfe rmeinkiboen
Pwypn 4. 511,12 =18, 1925, 26 Meppfd, IT Plvpresp, bplilpngbod
Uy 1.2 dundpr Thke sulpusbiensy:
Lnpuy 9, Orange County
ﬂﬂﬂuﬁ&bﬁg;}J;u!;wmp ;mﬂ;mm;frp I:WJE T=pls
anrag be3s0 PRg B wjpong /i
& ULLSh OULEENS » Lon gt dunllig) projrpp
Emr_li.riﬂwi mﬁl{.ﬂ.linLFﬂw[rﬂ' '::wi.rwf S kn u.utw‘j.r.ﬁi
LULSULYEMENRhh Y (626) T94-T04

LPLBF LS by

Zwwipwl Pwpbgrpdwljwl Cinfwinp Upnpbwl 2wy Ypo Lwmmpbwt GuwhuwdbnGnuge bundp

A.G.B.U HYE GEEN

&dnu Uwdbpplyw B3

LGl fwpgbpm o Gpupbpbwg widhbup
Uhplunwglinn* Cwpk Glpnbwi, MFT

Mppwp @hnpooap 10, 2006 Gpbljnpub dudp $:30-7:30
Mppwp @hnpouap 24, 2006 Gpbljapub dwdp $:30-7:30
Mppwr Pwupn 3, 2006 GpblpnpuG dundp 6:30-7:30
Mppwge wpnl 7, 2006 Bpbnput dunfp 6:30-7:30

ZPCN Wybp MwimyGwG YanpnGhG ks
AGBU Alex Manoogian Center, 2495 East Mountain Street. Pasadena, CA 91104

FwGpuwdwubnpbwhy FPudwp AbnodugGby*
LROAP (626) 794-7942, dpkd (818) 16-1511, LmupGE (818) 687.5178
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