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Armenians Worldwide Commemorates
91-st Anniversary of the Genocide

Hundreds of thou-
sands of Armenians
from Armenia proper
and its vast Diaspora
silently marched to the
hilltop memorial at
Tsitsernakabert in
Yerevan and laid flow-
ers by its eternal fire in
an annual remembrance
of 1.5 million victims of
the first genocide of the

them carried Armenian
flags and banners de-

nouncing  Turkey’s o sands S|Iently march to the Genocide memorial at

long-standing denial that sjtsernakabert
the massacres occurred.

The nationwide minute of silence was ob-
served at 7 p.m. local time.

The day-long procession began, as
usual, with a prayer service in memory
of the dead that was led by the head of
the Armenian Apostolic Church,
Catholicos Karegin 11 in the presence of
Government officials.

The heads of foreign diplomatic
missions in Yerevan were the next to lay
wreathes at twelve bending columns that
encircle the eternal fire at the memorial.
Among them was U.S. Ambassador to
Armenia John Evans, the first American
official since President Ronald Reagan to
publicly refer to the 1915-1918 massa-
cres as genocide. “The Armenian Geno-
cide was the first genocide of the 20th

Europe, the Stalin regime that killed mil-
lions of people in GULAG.

French ambassador to Armenia,
Henry Cuny said France has said it word
by officially recognizing the Armenian
genocide. He said now it is important to
remember those tragic events every year
and push other nations to acknowledge
the Armenian genocide.

Genocide commemorating events
were held in all countries which have Ar-
menian communities. Armenians in the
Russian capital Moscow paid homage to
Genocide victims by laying wreaths to a
cross-stone near the Armenian Church of
Resurrection and a liturgy was served in
the church. In the afternoon Armenians
protested outside the Turkish embassy in

il N
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Lebanese Armenians marching in Beirut

century,” he declared in a February 2005
speech in California.

The U.S. government, which has so
far avoided officially recognizing the geno-
cide for fear of antagonizing Turkey, dis-
avowed Evans’s remarks, saying that they
reflected only his personal opinion. The
State Department reportedly plans to re-
call the envoy, a move which would en-
rage the influential Armenian community
in the United States.

Ukrainian ambassador to Armenia,
Alexander Bozhko, said the humanity
must learn a lesson from the history, say-
ing the Armenian genocide was followed
by the Holocaust and death camps across

WW&WH Tﬂ il Tﬂi hﬂﬁi‘:\\\h\\&
AVSE CUNAYSU, HumANR:GHTS ACTIVIST, TURKEY

Moscow demanding that it recognizes this
crime.

In Frence, Armenian parliament
chairman Arthur Baghdasarian unvailled
amemorial to the Genocide victims in the
Marseille. Another monument honoring
the victims of the 1915 genocide was also
opened in Lyon.

On Saturday 22 April, around a
thousand Armenians living in the UK
marched from Marble Arch to the Ceno-
taph in Westminster where a wreath was
laid to draw attention to their demands
for the recognition of the Turkish geno-

Continued on page 3

President Bush Issues Statement on April 24th
Once Again Fails to Use the Word Genocide

On April 24th President George W.
Bush has issued a special Presidential
Message on the occasion of the 91st an-
niversary of the Armenian Genocide call-
ing it one of the horrible tragedies of the
20th century.

The president once again failed to
use the word Genocide, “the mass kill-
ings and forced exile of as many as 1.5
million Armenians in the final days of the
Ottoman Empire in 1915. This was a trag-
edy for all humanity and one that we and
the world must never forget.” Read the
Presidential message.

Last week over 200 US house and
senate members called on President Bush
to acknowledge the Genocide. The con-
gressional letters were initiated by Sena-
tors John Ensign (R-NV) and Richard
Durbin (D-IL) and Congressional Cau-
cus on Armenian Issues Caucus Co-
Chairs Joe Knollenberg (R-MI) and Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) respectively.

“As a world leader, it is important
that the United States reaffirm the incon-

testable facts of history witnessed and
reported by U.S. Ambassador Henry
Morgenthau and acknowledged by others
including President Ronald Reagan,” said
Ensign and Durbin. “Denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide diminishes the value we
place on human life and the principles of
liberty on which this country is founded.”

Following is the text of the mes-
sage by President Bush:

Presidential Message

April 24, 2006

Today, we remember one of the horrible tragedies of the 20th century — the
mass killings and forced exile of as many as 1.5 million Armenians in the final days of
the Ottoman Empire in 1915. This was a tragedy for all humanity and one that we and

the world must never forget.

We mourn this terrible chapter of history and recognize that it remains a source
of pain for people in Armenia and for all those who believe in freedom, tolerance, and
the dignity and value of every human life. It is a credit to the human spirit and
generations of Armenians who live in Armenia, America, and around the globe that
they have overcome this suffering and proudly preserved their centuries-old culture,

traditions, and religion.

We praise the individuals in Armenia and Turkey who have sought to examine

Continued on page 2

Prime Minister Stephen Harper Affirms Canada’s

Position on Armenian Genocide
Former Czech President Vaclav Havel Equates Mass
Killings of Armenians and Jews Calling Both “Holocaust”

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry said
Tuesday that a reference by Canada’s
Prime Minister Stephen Harper to the
“Armenian genocide” as fact had hurt bi-
lateral relations.

”We are appalled by the prime

prime minister said in a statement.

The Turkish foreign ministry said
the two resolutions had led to the “stag-
nation” of bilateral relations. The state-
ment also recalled that a Turkish military
attache had been killed by an Armenian

minister’s comments, which
give support to Armenia’s un-
founded allegations of geno-

Statement by Prime
Minister of Canada
on page 2

militant group in Ottawa in
1982. The Turkish newspa-
per Hurriyet on Tuesday

cide,” the ministry said in a
statement. The statement said Harper’s
reference to the “Armenian allegations”
as fact was serious, and that his position
on the issue would “negatively affect ties
between Turkey and Canada”.

The Canadian head of government
had on Friday praised commemorations
of the massacres in Armenia during World
War I. He noted that the Canadian Senate
had passed a resolution in 2002 recogniz-
ing the killings in Armenia as the first
genocide of the 20th century, and the
House of Commons had followed suit two
years later.

”My party and | have applied those
resolutions and continue to do so,” the

quoted a diplomat as saying
the prime minister’s comments had led
to Canadian companies being excluded
from a forthcoming bid to build Turkey’s
first nuclear plant.

Meanwhile, former Czech President
Vaclav Havel on Tuesday equated the mass
killings of Armenians by Turks 90 years
ago to the slaughter of Jews in World War
11, calling both “holocausts.” Havel made
his comments at a conference of educa-
tion ministers in Prague, in which he told
participants that modern civilization’s loss
of a moral code should be blamed for
mass slaughters.

Continued on page 2
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Gov. Schwarzenegger Proclaims Days of

Remembrance of the Armenian Genocide

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has proclaimed the week of April 23 through
April 29" as Days of Remembrance of the Armenian Genocide. In recognizing the
Genocide, he urges all freedom-loving people in America and around the world to do
the same.

The Governor’s Proclamation is attached below.

April 24, 1915, marked the beginning
of the Armenian Genocide - a crime against
humanity that led to the death of 1.5 million
Armenians between 1915 and 1923. The
500,000 Armenians who survived the hor-
rors of this extermination by the Ottoman
Empire were expelled from their homes and
forced to settle in various countries
throughout the world.

Stripped of their possessions, these
refugees carried with them little more than
the memories of loved ones, a hope for a
better life and the courage to start anew.
Armed with this determination, they flour-
ished in many of their adopted homelands,
including California - home to the largest Armenian population outside of the Republlc
of Armenia.

Today, these Armenian survivors and their descendants continue to provide
tremendous leadership and invaluable contributions to our state’s businesses, art com-
munity, and academic, governmental and cultural institutions. Their spirit of hard
work and perseverance, coupled with their dedication to tradition, is a great example
to all Californians and adds to the luster of our Golden State.

As we commemorate the ninety-first anniversary of the Armenian Genocide,
we must study and learn history’s lessons, fight to end bigotry and hate in all their
forms and live lives of tolerance towards all people. Silence only serves to perpetuate
the denial of the past, while open acknowledgement lays the foundation for a more
hopeful tomorrow. In that spirit of hope, | stand alongside our friends in the Arme-
nian community in recognizing the Armenian Genocide, and urge all freedom-loving
people in America and around the world to do the same.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor of the State
of California, do hereby proclaim the week of April 23rd through April 29th, 2006, as
“Days of Remembrance of the Armenian Genocide.”

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have here unto set my hand and caused the Great
Seal of the State of California to be affixed this the nineteenth day of April 2006.

Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor of California

Presidential Message

Continued from page 1

the historical events of this time with honesty and sensitivity. The analysis by the
International Center for Transitional Justice, while not the final word, has made a
significant contribution toward deepening our understanding of these events. We
encourage dialogues, including through joint commissions, that strive for a shared
understanding of these tragic events and move Armenia and Turkey towards normal-
ized relations.

Today, we look with hope to a bright future for Armenia. Armenia’s Millennium
Challenge Compact reflects our confidence and the importance we place in Armenia
making progress on democratic reform and advancement of free markets. We seek
to help Armenia bolster its security and deepen its inclusion in the Euro-Atlantic
family. We remain committed to securing a peaceful and lasting settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and hope the leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan will take
bold steps to achieve this goal.

On this solemn day of remembrance, Laura and | express our deepest condo-
lences to the Armenian people. Our nations stand together, determined to create a
future of peace, prosperity, and freedom for the citizens of our countries and the
world.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Harper Affirms Canadas Position on Armenian Genocide

County Mayor Antonovich Recognizes
“Day of Remembrance for the Armenian Genocide”

ACA representatives Simone’ Darakjlan and Razmik Der-Tavitian receiving the
proclamation from Michael Antonovich

At the Board of Supervisors meeting on April 18, 2006, Los Angeles County
Mayor Michael D. Antonovich presented a scroll to members of the Armenian com-
munity in recognition of the passage of his motion proclaiming April 24, 2006 as
“Day of Remembrance for the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923” throughout Los
Angeles County.

“Los Angeles County is home to the largest population of Armenians in the
United States, and they have enriched our County through their leadership in the
fields of business, agriculture, academia, medicine, government and the arts,” said
Mayor Antonovich.

On April 24, 1915, the Turkish government began the systematic extermination
of the Armenian community. Religious, political and intellectual Armenian leaders
were among the 1.5 million victims who were arrested and murdered.

Due to this horrible tragedy, the Armenian community is committed to ensuring
that those who have died due to human rights atrocities are never forgotten. By
consistently remembering and openly condemning the atrocities committed against
the Armenians, Los Angeles County demonstrates its sensitivity to the need for con-
stant vigilance to prevent similar events in the future

Statement From Prime Minister of Canada on Day of

Commemoration of Armenian Genocide

MONTREAL -- The Congress of
Canadian Armenians, on behalf of all of
its member organizations and the Arme-
nian community, proudly thanks the Prime
Minister of Canada, the Right Honourable
Stephen Harper, for issuing a strong
statement recognizing the Armenian geno-
cide. The statement marks the first time
that a Canadian Prime Minister has pub-
licly recognized the Armenian genocide
while in office, and is in keeping with

Mr. Harper’s high moral values and his
record on human rights.

The Diocese Office of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church in Montreal was
actively involved in writing part of the
wording of the statement for Mr. Harper.
The Prime Minister signed and sent the
statement to several Armenian organiza-
tions across Canada prior to the 91st an-
niversary of the Armenian genocide

which is being commemorated today.

The Congress of Canadian Arme-
nians serves as a united voice to present
Armenian issues to the Canadian public,
carries out projects to preserve and
strengthen Armenian life in a multicultural
Canada, and provides a forum where
member organizations can coordinate
their activities.

Continued from page 1

”In such a situation, a holocaust, be
it the holocaust of Armenians or Jews, ...
these big catastrophes in fact are mon-
strous but in a way understandable prod-
ucts of this ... civilization,” he said.

Havel told the Council of Europe
conference that holocausts “are not a
problem of individual nations but of the
whole of mankind, of modern civilization.
It’s a shame of this civilization.”

"Itis like if this world ... had a weak-
ened conscience, because conscience is
something less rational, less describable

by means of modern science,” Havel said.
“Affirm and universal moral code which
everybody can understand is trailing
away.”

Havel, a renowned writer and play-
wright, led Czechoslovakia from 1989
until its split in 1993, and then served as
president of the Czech Republic until
2003.

The two-day conference - “Teach-
ing remembrance: Cultural Heritage - Yes-
terday, Today and Tomorrow” — brought
participants to the former Jewish ghetto
in Theresienstadt on its first day Mon-
day.

Statement by Prime Minister of Canada

I would like to extend my sincere greetings to all those marking this somber
anniversary of the Medz Yeghern.

Ninety-one years ago the Armenian people experienced terrible suffering and
loss of life. In recent years the Senate of Canada adopted a motion acknowledging
this period as “the first genocide of the twentieth century,” while the House of Com-
mons adopted a motion that “acknowledges the Armenian genocide of 1915 and
condemns this act as a crime against humanity.” My party and | supported those
resolutions and continue to recognize them today.

We must never forget the lessons of history, nor should we allow the enmities
of history to divide us. The freedom, democracy, and human rights enjoyed by all
Canadians are rooted in our mutual respect for one another.

I join with you today in remembering the past and | encourage you to continue
honouring your forefathers by building a bright future for all Canadians.

Sincerely,

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.

Prime Minister of Canada
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Open Letter to Dr. Prof. Cengiz Utas
President of Ercyes University, Kayseri, Turkey

With great interest | read the news
about the organization of a conference
hosted by your university on: “The Art of
Living Together in the Ottoman Society,
The Case of Turkish Armenian Relation”.
You foresee the participation of 123 schol-
ars from different countries of the world.
The symposium aims to work out a new
start in Turkish Armenian relations based
on the Ottoman model, authentic facts
and documents.

Sincerely | immediately thought
about the sentiments and reaction of the
thirty million Kurds living today in the
Republic of Turkey. Doubtless they will
be surprised or rather shocked after read-
ing the title of the conference and dis-
cussing the goals aimed at... For centu-
ries they have lived under Turkish yoke
but have not yet received the status of a
nation or ethnic community. They have
been ignored of national belonging, the
right to be named Kurds or to speak
Kurdish. They don’t have their literature
and schools. It has been forbidden to them
to listen to Kurdish broadcasts aired from
neighboring countries.

The Ottomans have not accepted
the existence of none-Turkish nationali-
ties. They have declared that the country
is only composed of religious communi-
ties and not of nationalities, of nations or
ethnic groups. A Christian in court is
voiceless against a Muslim. As religious
communities organized around their
houses of worship they could develop a
definite kind of schools or cultural activi-
ties. Often these communities were
forced to forget their national languages
and speak and write only in Turkish. My
grandparents, grand grandparents were
forced to speak Turkish. The state would
cut the tongues of those who dared to
use their mother language. As a result a
new kind of Armenian written culture was
created. The Armenians instead of Arab
letters used their Armenian alphabet to
write in Turkish. They published their
Bible, their books and papers in that man-
ner. The patriotic young generation learned
their mother language in secret groups and
under moonlight. In this way different na-
tions under Turkish yoke were obliged to

turn their folklore, their spoken or writ-
ten culture (songs, sayings, tales, prov-
erbs, names of foods and even second/
family names) into Turkish. Turkish was
the spoken language in elite circles of
many Arab communities. The government
officially declared that the Armenians who
had lived for centuries on their lands have
lost their rights to continue to live on those
territories and are obliged to yield them to
Turks. They have found it impossible for
the two people to live together on the same
territory. In the autumn of 1913 the Turk-
ish leaders confessed to the American
Ambassador Henry Morgenthau that it is
impossible to establish friendship with
Armenian people after what they have
done to them (after the Genocide). On
Burial Certificate of the Armenian you
would read :” | allow to bury this dog so
that it will not contaminate the area”.

The history of the Ottoman Empire
itself excludes the spirit and practice of
genuine friendship between different eth-
nic groups and nations. During the 15th-
17th centuries the Ottoman Empire es-
tablished its reign on northern shores of
Africa, the Arabic Peninsula, The Near
and Middle East, the Balkans, part of the
Caucasus, southern Russia and Ukraine.
During the 17th- and the beginning of the
20th centuries the Empire shrieked, loos-
ing occupied territories being unable to
stand the liberation movements of the
people. On the eve of WWI only some
Arab territories (later Turkey, Iraq, Jor-
dan, Palestine, Yemen, Saudi Arabia)
Assyrians, Armenians and Jews were left
under Turkish yoke. If any kind of har-
mony, or friendship, or art of living to-
gether, existed in that Empire the continu-
ous process if segmentation would not
be a law in that society.

I would kindly ask you to take into
consideration the above mentioned points
before making judgments or making rec-
ommendations about the Ottoman Model
of the Art of living together. If needed |
can bring detailed facts related to my each
statement

Sincerely Yours,
Dr. Prof. Gevork Kherlopian

NCI Targets Corruption in Armenia

YEREVAN -- The National Citizens’
Initiative (NCI) has convened a roundtable
on “Corrupt Society: Who is to Blame?”
The meeting brought together social and
political activists, human rights advocates,
analysts, experts, and media representa-
tives. Members of world donor organiza-
tions were likewise invited to the event.

NCI coordinator Hovsep
Khurshudian welcomed the audience with
opening remarks. “One of the key prob-
lems facing the Armenian society is cor-
ruption by the ruling authorities and this
vice has also spread onto a large segment
of the body politic like a virus. The men-
tality of and the mode of operation by
many has become fraudulent, and based
upon petty self interests, the deception,
the swindling, and the abuse of official
and social status have grown to be ordi-
nary and even acceptable occurrences,”
he said. In Khurshudian’s words, the first
ones to fight against this phenomenon that
aims at damaging different social strata
must be the media, the NGOs, the politi-
cal parties, and the international donor as-

sociations in particular by whose subsi-
dies the civil society is established to a
great extent. According to Khurshudian,
at times the financing by these associa-
tions is itself turning into grounds for
corruption and this is impermissible.

In his intervention, the first speaker,
chairman Karen Hakobian of the “Huis”
NGO briefly presented the history behind
and the cases of corruption inside the
“Professionals for Civil Society” NGO.
He stated that they had even appealed to
the court in order to tackle this evil, but it
had become clear that the court’s ruling
was already made prior to hearing the
case. In Hakobian’s words, this is not a
single instance and has become prevalent
and widely accepted. All this, according
to Hakobian, brings about the incorrect
handling of grants. He also pointed out
that since the Machiavellian precept of “the
end justifies the means” is still widespread
and the constitutional amendments are
passed by way of falsifications in Arme-
nia, these allotments cannot serve their
true purpose: the better protection of hu-

Turkey Finally Hears Its Past

By Henry Morgenthau |11
Boston Globe
April 24, 2006

“AMBASSADOR Morgenthau’s
Story,” my grandfather’s account of the
killings of Armenians in Turkey in 1915,
was published just before World War |
ended in November 1918. A personal
chronicle of his service as the US ambas-
sador to Ottoman Turkey for 26 months,
the book was published last month for
the first time in Turkish, a milestone in
informing the Turkish people of what
happened in their country more than 90
years ago.

The term genocide had not yet been
invented when my grandfather wrote his
book. Thus, Morgenthau refers to “the
destruction of the Armenian race” as “the
murder of a nation.” It was Henry
Morgenthau’s lonely voice that alerted the
world to the premeditated atrocities of the
Young Turk leaders and the complicity
of their German allies.

Why Morgenthau chose to speak out
on behalf of the Armenians is a more com-
plex question than how he did so. Almost
from the time he arrived in New York as
a 10-year-old German Jewish immigrant,
he envisioned public service as his ulti-
mate calling. When the opportunity arose,
he attached himself to Woodrow Wilson’s
rising star and was appointed US ambas-
sador to Turkey.

At the end of 1914, Morgenthau
noted a pattern: Palestinian Jews were
conscripted into the Turkish army, then
promptly disarmed and placed in labor
battalions. This was a tactic the Turks
used against Greeks and other minorities,
and, most ominously, against the Arme-
nians.

Fearing reprisals against Jews in
Turkish territories, Morgenthau warned
international Zionist leaders to contain their
indignation.

Then he took it upon himself to call
on the US Navy for help. In January 1915,
the USS Tennessee was ordered to Alex-
andria, Egypt, ostensibly to protect US
citizens. In fact, it made possible the
evacuation of impoverished Jewish refu-
gees, including David Ben-Gurion and
Yitzhak Ben-Zvi, who became respec-
tively Israel’s first prime minister and sec-
ond president.

Morgenthau was never able to carry
out a rescue of the Armenians with the
effectiveness he achieved in saving Jews,
though certainly not for want of trying.
There were fundamental differences be-
tween the Armenian and Jewish situations.
The Armenians were a minority located
within the borders of Ottoman Turkey and
Czarist Russia. The Jews, on the other
hand, were widely dispersed throughout
Eastern and Western Europe and the

United States, and to a much lesser ex-
tent in the Near East, including the Holy
Land. In Western Europe and the United
States, Jews had risen to positions of
power and had learned how to network
internationally. The diaspora Armenians
had not yet achieved such status and so
could not mobilize support for their per-
secuted kinsmen.

When Morgenthau appealed to
Enver Pasha, the Turkish minister of war,
to permit US missionaries to feed starv-
ing Armenians, the response was coldly
cynical. “We don’t want the Americans
to feed the Armenians. . . . That is one of
the worst things that could happen to
them. . . . It is their belief that they have
friends in other countries which leads
them to oppose the government and so
bring down upon them all their miseries.”
The Turkish minister of the interior, Talaat
Pasha, was equally callous: “The hatred
between the Turks and the Armenians is
now so intense that we have got to finish
them. If we don’t, they will plan their re-
venge.”

The memoirs of my grandfather fac-
tually chronicle an important period of his-
tory. Yet, 91 years later, the Turkish state
insists the genocide of the Armenians did
not happen. Why does Turkey protect the
murderers of the past? That is a question
that needs to be asked over and over again
until the truth is acknowledged. As Tur-
key seeks membership in the European
Union, it is being challenged to open up
its society and adopt free speech.

But its penal code has resulted in
several Turkish writers being brought
before their own courts for speaking out
about the Armenian genocide. Surely a
modern country like Turkey needs to treat
its citizens with more respect. Free
speech cannot be denied, especially in a
country seeking to join the EU. Whatever
may have motivated Turkish officials to
deny the genocide for more than 90 years,
there now appears to be some light at the
end of the tunnel. The US government,
which had knuckled under in support of
the Turkish policy of denial, is now urg-
ing all parties to accept the realities of his-
tory.

At this critical moment, the publi-
cation of the Turkish edition of “Ambas-
sador Morgenthau’s Story” is an impor-
tant step for the citizens of Turkey. It is
their right to know their own history, good
and bad, without interference from the
state. A crime denied is a crime repeated.
Great nations in history have acknowl-
edged the misdeeds of their earlier gov-
ernments. It is time for Turkey to join the
ranks of those great nations.

Henry Morgenthau I11, who lives
in Cambridge, is the author of a fam-
ily history, “Mostly Morgenthaus.”

man rights and societal interests.

During his talk concerning “Legal-
ized Arbitrariness at the National Acad-
emy of Sciences,” the next speaker, Aca-
demician Anri Nersisian charged the
Academy’s former president Fadey
Sargsian of violating numerous rules and
regulations, unlawfully privatizing the
property belonging to the Academy and
ineffectively managing the state funding
being made to the Academy. In Nersisian’s
firm belief, this comes to prove that
Sargsian had acted in marginal self gain
and usurped to a large extent.

In her intervention on “Art and the

‘Distribution” of Funding,” art expert
Susanna Giulamirian talked about the
story of an unsuccessful attempt at pro-
viding a grant. As the tale goes, since in-
dividual petitions are not accepted for
unknown set of rules, Giulamirian had to
appeal to a local social association in or-
der to petition the “Open Society Arme-
nia” NGO for sponsoring a project called
“European-style Remodeling in the Post-
Soviet Space.” And by winning the grant,
she started the project which also included
the holding of an exhibition of the works

Continued on page 4
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Armenians Worldwide Commemorates 91-st
Anniversary of the Genocide

Continued from page 1

cide of 1915-23. The march was one of
a number of events this year organized
by the Campaign for the Recognition of
the Armenian Genocide, CRAG, together
with other Armenian community groups.
Among those leading the march was
Bishop Nathan Hovhanesian, Primate of
the Armenian Church of Great Britain.

in the Ararat athletic center in Tehran.
Local Iranian newspapers and news agen-
cies have posted extensive stories and re-
ports about the Armenian genocide.
Victims and survivors of the Arme-
nian Genocide were honored Saturday in
Nicosia, Cyprus. Local Armenians led by
their church leaders demanded that Tur-
key recognize the genocide its predeces-
sor had committed. A liturgy was also

Various motions in
the British parliament
have called upon the

“calls upon the UK and £
Turkish governments
publicly and officially to

and Armenian genocide
of 1915 and for the
“UK Government to call
on the European Union
to make official Turkish }
recognition ... one of [y
the pre-conditions
Turkey’s membership

of the EU.”

Hundreds of Armenians of Swe-
den gathered on Saturday for commemo-
ration of the Genocide victims. The com-
memoration event was organized by Ar-
menian organizations of Sweden and the
Union of Churches.

Klas-Joran Karlson, a professor of
Lund University, spoke about the history
of Armenians in the last century with a
focus on the united international efforts
for recognition and condemnation of the
Armenian genocide. Ulla Hoffmann, a

i

for U.S. Ambassador to Armenia John Evans

served at the local Armenian church.

Armenians in Holland marked the
91-stanniversary of the genocide by arally
in front of the Turkish embassy in the
Hague and marching then to the parlia-
ment building. A letter urging the Dutch
parliament to pass a genocide recognizing
resolution was handed to parliament offi-
cials.

A conference on the genocide was
organized by Armenians in Cairo, Egypt.
Also a tree-planting event took place in
Slovakia as a way to honor the victims of

member of the Swedish
parliament, who paid
numerous Visits to Ar-
menia, urged European
nations to give their sup-
port to Armenia and
press for Turkey’s ac-
knowledgment of the
Genocide.

The Nor Seround
(New Generation) Ar-
menian organization in
Thilisi, the capital of
neighboring Georgia,
and the Armenian Cen-
ter for Cooperation of
Georgia marched
through the capital’s
streets to the Turkish
embassy demanding
that Ankara recognizes
the Genocide. A liturgy was also served
at Saint Gregory Armenian Church in
Thilisi in memory of the victims. In the
evening the church is to host a concert
of holy music and another march from
the church will be held towards the Ar-
menian-populated Havlabar quarter for a
candle-lit ceremony.

Also on Sunday evening a liturgy
was served at the Saint Sarkis Armenian
Church in Tehran with young Armenians
gathering around a memorial to the Geno-
cide to pay homage to its victims. A big-
ger ceremony is expected today evening

Survivors, Arshalous Dadir, 93, left, listens as Daisy
Chaderchian, 91, second from left, Arshalous Kechekian,94,
second from right, and Onorik Eminian, 95, sing the Arme-
nian national anthem ‘Mer Hayrenik’, or ‘Our Fatherland’,
Sunday April 23,2006 in New York during an event commemo-
rating the 91st anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

the Armenian genocide.

Thousands of Armenians from all
over Lebanon gathered at Bourj Hammoud
Stadium on Monday to commemorate the
91st anniversary of the Armenian geno-
cide, demanding that Turkey “recognize
and apologize for” the massacre commit-
ted by the Ottoman Turks in 1915.

The gathering was attended by
35,000 Armenians who came wearing the
Armenian flag but singing the national
Lebanese anthem as they marched into
the stadium in the Armenian suburb of
Beirut.

Http://www.massisweekly.com

massis2@earthlink.net

NCI Targets Corruption in Armenia

Continued from page 3

by arts and craftsmen of the region. How-
ever, the chairman of the “Actual Art” lo-
cal social association, through which the
funding project was introduced to the
“Open Society Armenia” NGO, demanded
ten percent of the financial support.
Giulamirian naturally refused. Then “Ac-
tual Art’s” chairman started to threaten
the latter as a result of which Giulamirian
made an appeal to “Open Society Arme-
nia ” so as to change her partnering asso-
ciation. But she was denied on the
grounds that her evidence concerning the
local NGO’s dishonest conduct was im-
possible to confirm. Subsequently,
Susanna Giulamirian was compelled to dis-
continue the grant.

The remainder of the session was
devoted to exchanges of views and policy
recommendations among the public fig-

ures and policy specialists in attendance.
Also noteworthy were interventions by
Armenia’s first Ombudswoman Larisa
Alaverdian; Valery Brusov Yerevan State
Linguistic University professor Hrach
Tatevian; legal attorney Zaruhi Postanjian;
research director of the Armenian Center
for National and International Studies Stiopa
Safarian; chairman of Armenian Helsinki
Association Mikael Danielian; Ruzan
Khachaturian from the People’s Party of
Armenia; Tamar Gevorgian of the United
Labor Party; Gevorg Kalenchian
from the Heritage Party; Vazgen Karapetian
of the Catholic Relief Services; Gohar
Armenakian from the Soldier’s Protection
Committee; chairwoman Artemis Lepejian
of the “St. Sandukht” NGO; Vakhtang
Siradeghian from the Transparency Inter-
national Organization; members of other
social organizations; men and women of
arts and crafts; and many others.

Armenian Assembly and KNOw Genocide to
Raise Awareness

With the backing of the Assembly, kNOw Genocide , a new multi-ethnic coali-
tion united against genocide denial, was formally launched on April 21 during a rally
outside the Massachusetts State House. The rally followed a commemoration cer-
emony marking the 91 anniversary of the Armenian Genocide organized by Repre-
sentatives Rachel Kaprielian (D-Watertown) and Peter Koutoujian (D-Watertown)

and Senator Steven Tolman (D-Boston).

The event included presentations by Rabbi Moshe Waldoks, Chairman of the
Jewish Community Relations Council Holocaust Committee, Jean Nganji from Rwanda
Outlook, Lt. Governor Kerry Healey, Attorney General Tom Reilly and Congressman

Edward Markey (D-MA).

9:30-10:00 Introduction

The Economic Factor: Richard G.
Hovannisian, AEF Chair, UCLA

The Contributions of Armen Alchian
to Economic Theory: Harold Demsetz,
Department of Economics, UCLA

10:00-12:30 Growth and Poverty Re-
duction in Armenia: Achievements
and Challenges-IMF Book Presenta-
tion

Moderator: Michael Intriligator, Depart-
ment of Economics, UCLA

Presenter: Enrique Gelbard, Deputy Di-
vision Chief, and former Mission Chief
to Armenia, International Monetary Fund
Discussants: William Ascher, Donald C.
McKenna Professor of Government and
Economics, Claremont McKenna Col-
lege, and AIPRG Advisory Board
Daniel A. Mazmanian, Bedrosian Chair
in Governance, and Director, Judith and
John Bedrosian Center on Governance

Armenia: Challenges of Sustainable Development

Sponsored by the UCLA
Armenian Educational Foundation
Chair in Modern Armenian History,
Department of Economics,
Von Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studies,
and the
Armenian International Policy Research Group (AIPRG)

In Honor of Professor Armen Alchian

Saturday, May 6, 2006
50 Court of Sciences, UCLA
9:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AT NO CHARGE.
ONE-DAY PARKING, $8.00
STRUCTURE 2, HILGARD & WESTHOLME ENTRANCE TO UCLA

and the Public Enterprise, School of
Policy, Planning, and Development, Uni-
versity of Southern California

Ara Khanjian, Department of Econom-
ics, Ventura College and AIPRG

1:30-4:00 PM Selected Topics on
Armenia?s Economic Development
Moderator: Lee Ohanian, Department of
Economics, UCLA

Tax Potential vs. Tax Effort: Factors
behind the Stubbornly Low Tax Col-
lection in Armenia: David Grigorian,
International Monetary Fund and AIPRG
Remittances, Poverty, and Growth in
Armenia: Bryan Roberts, Department
of Homeland Security and AIPRG
Financial Sector Development in Ar-
menia: Problems and Challenges:
Nerses Yeritsyan, Central Bank of Ar-
menia and AIPRG

Discussion
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EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT INTERNATIONAL & ARABIC SHOW

BELLY DANCING

PHOTO/CONCEPT-J/D-2005 TEL (6260 795-4493
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