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Council Of Europe Stresses Opposition Role In
Armenian Poll Conduct

Opposition parties can play a major
role in ensuring the freedom and fairness
of Armenia’s next national elections, a vis-
iting senior official from the Council of
Europe claimed over the weekend.

Roland Wegener, who heads a
Council of Europe team monitoring the
fulfillment of Yerevan’s membership ob-
ligations, made the point that that Arme-
nian government should not be held solely
responsible for the conduct of the parlia-
mentary and presidential polls due in 2007
and 2008 respectively.

“If the opposition doesn’t partici-
pate in electoral processes, it can’t
achieve any results,” Wegener said. “It is
not just the authorities that are respon-
sible for electoral processes. Everyone
should demonstrate that they can ensure
free and fair elections.”

The two main opposition groups
represented in the Armenian parliament
as well as the Orinats Yerkir party of
former parliament speaker Artur

Baghdasarian control only one third of
the seats in various-level commissions
charged with the conduct of elections.
Opposition influence on the handling of
the previous Armenian elections, criti-
cized as undemocratic by European ob-
servers, was negligible.

Opposition leaders, who met with
Wegener in Yerevan, claim that Armenia’s
current leadership is inherently disinter-
ested in holding democratic elections as
it would run the risk of losing power.
Some of them have threatened to boycott
the 2007 vote.

Under Armenian law, the president
of the republic, the courts and the parlia-
ment each control one of the nine seats in
all electoral commissions, putting those
bodies under the overwhelming control
of Kocharian and his allies. Wegener said
this mechanism needs to be changed so
that other political groups not represented
in the National Assembly are also repre-
sented in those bodies.

Swiss FM Reaffirms Armenian Genocide Recognition

YEREVAN -- Swiss Foreign Minis-
ter Micheline Calmy-Rey reaffirmed her
country’s recognition of the 1915 mass
killings of Armenians in Ottoman Turkey
as genocide during an official visit to Ar-
menia on Monday.

“The Armenian genocide has been
recognized in Switzerland at different lev-
els, including the federal, cantonal and
municipal levels,” Calmy-Rey said. She
cited a “substantial capital of sympathy”
for the Armenians existing among the
Swiss as a major reason for that.

In a move that enraged Turkey, the
Swish federal parliament overwhelming
voted for a resolution in December 2003
that described the slaughter of an esti-
mated 1.5 Armenians as genocide. The
vote came two months after the Turkish
government angrily called off Calmy-
Rey’s planned visit to Ankara in protest
against a similar resolution passed by the
Swiss canton of Vaud.

The visit eventually took place in
March 2005, with Calmy-Rey publicly
urging Turkey to “conduct an in-depth
historical research of its own past, espe-
cially when the question is so painful.”

Relations between Ankara and Bern

Swiss Foreign Minister
Micheline Calmy-Rey

further deteriorated over the prosecution
by Swiss authorities of two prominent
Turks who denied that the Armenian mas-
sacres constituted a genocide during sepa-
rate trips to Switzerland. Swiss law for-
bids public denial of the Armenian and
other genocides.

“Switzerland makes periodical efforts
to improve Turkish-Armenian relations, but
it has not had much success so far,” Calmy-
Rey told a news conference. She said she
hopes a normalization of relations between
Armenia and Turkey will be facilitated by
further progress towards resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Yerevan ‘At Risk Of Catastrophic Earthquake’

YEREVAN -- Armenia is at risk of
suffering another catastrophic earthquake
that would wreak havoc on its capital
Yerevan and kill hundreds of thousands
of its residents, a leading Armenian seis-
mic engineer claimed on Tuesday.

Mikael Melkumian, who heads the
Armenian Association of Seismically Safe
Construction, said the apocalyptic sce-
nario is based on research conducted by
himself and other local seismologists.
Those include Sergey Balasanian, the late
former chief of the National Seismic Pro-
tection Service.

“We arrived at the conclusion that
the territory of Yerevan is a very high-

risk area,” Melkumian told a news con-
ference. “If we have an earthquake in
Yerevan with a magnitude similar to that

Continued on page 4

ACA Statement

Concerning the recent primary elections for the California State Assembly
seat in the 43-rd district, Armenian Council of America:

Congratulates Mr. Paul Krekorian for his victory, wishes him success in
the November general elections and looks forward to future collaboration

Denounces all forms of negative campaign tactics, especially the mailer
sent out by California Latino Leadership Fund.

Denounces the absentee ballot application fraud perpetrated against the
Armenian community. In that regard, a letter has been submitted to the Los Ange-
les District Attorney’s office to thoroughly investigate this matter and bring the
perpetrators of this act to justice.

Denounces the irresponsible and often inflammatory pronouncement and
articles through TV programs and print media that clearly crossed all lines of de-
cency, creating an unnecessary tense and divisive atmosphere in the Armenian
community, which undoubtedly contributed to the much lower than expected Ar-
menian voter turnout.

Condemns the act of vandalism against TV commentator Vrej Aghajanian
and any other forms of intimidation tactics aimed at impinging upon freedom of
speech and freedom of choice. Urges the authorities to investigate and punish
those guilty.

We are hopeful that the frenzy that was stirred up during the election cam-
paign will dissipate and our community will once again regain its tranquility. It is
our wish that all parties participate in future elections with sensibility and tolerance
towards each other for the betterment of our community

Armenian Council of America

EU Agrees To Start Turkey Membership Talks

BRUSSELS -- The European Union’s Austrian Presidency says EU foreign min-
isters have reached an agreement to start detailed membership negotiations with Tur-
key after overcoming Cypriot objections.

Cyprus had threatened to block Turkish membership negotiations even before
they start in earnest. Cyprus wants Ankara first to recognize and normalize relations
with it.

Turkey does not recognize the Greek Cypriot government.

The EU ministers also agreed to start membership talks with Croatia, formally
recognized Montenegro’s independence from Serbia, and gave the green light to de-
ploy 2,000 troops to help secure the Democratic Republic of Congo’s July presiden-
tial and parliamentary elections.

Meanwhile, Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha and EU Enlargement Commis-
sioner Olli Rehn signed a Stabilization and Association Agreement, the first step on
Tirana’s path to possible EU membership.

Turkish Journalist Cleared In
Freedom Of Speech Trial

ANKARA -- A Turkish court has acquitted a prominent Turkish journalist in a
freedom of speech case linked to debate over the mass killings of Armenians under
the Ottoman Empire, the Anatolia news agency reported.

The court ruled that Murat Belge, a columnist for the daily Radikal, did not
insult the judiciary when he criticized a court decision that briefly blocked a landmark
conference last year on the massacres, a long-standing taboo that Turks have only
recently began to discuss. The judge dropped similar charges against Belge over a
second critical article on the same issue, citing the statute of limitations, Anatolia
reported.

Belge risked up to 10 years in jail for the two articles. The European Union has
repeatedly warned Ankara that the prosecution of intellectuals for exercising their
right to free speech is damaging Turkey’s membership bid.

Charges against four other leading journalists, who had been indicted with Belge
in the same case, were dropped in April because their articles fell under the scope of
the statute of limitations.

US House Passes FY 2007 Foreign Operations Bill

WASHINGTON, DC -- On June 9, the House of Representatives voted 373
to 34 to approve the Fiscal Year 2007 Foreign Operations Bill, which reinstates U.S.
policy to maintain military aid parity between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The Bush Administration, in its budget request to Congress earlier this year,
asked for $5.385 million in military aid for Baku versus only $4.29 million for Yerevan.
This vote would allocate $4.29 million in military assistance to both countries. Spe-
cifically, the House of Representatives approved $3.5 million in Foreign Military Fi-
nancing (FMF) and $790,000 in International Military Education and Training (IMET)
funds for both Yerevan and Baku.

Additionally, the Bill called for $62 million in economic aid to Armenia and up to
$5 million in humanitarian assistance for Nagorno Karabakh.
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On June 4 and 5, the presidents of
Armeniaand Azerbaijan, Robert Kocharian
and llham Aliyev, met in Bucharest on the
sidelines of a forum of Black Sea states
to resume talks under the aegis of the
Minsk Group of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
to resolve the Karabakh conflict.

But the Bucharest talks, like the two
presidents’ previous meeting in Rambouil-
let in early February, failed to make
progress on resolving what Armenian
Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian subse-
quently called the most serious difference
between the two sides.

All the officials involved in the
search for a solution to the Karabakh con-
flict, whether representing the conflict
sides or the mediators, have remained
tight-lipped in recent months over the pre-
cise issues under discussion. That atmo-
sphere of confidentiality has been allevi-
ated only by occasional enigmatic state-
ments and disclosures. But the intensifi-
cation of the Minsk Group’s efforts in
the wake of the February talks in Ram-
bouillet also reflects a growing sense of
urgency.

Upcoming Elections

Armenia is scheduled to hold par-
liamentary elections in 2007, and presi-
dential elections are due in both countries
in 2008. In the run-up to those elections,
neither leadership dare agree to a humili-
ating concession that could alienate vot-
ers. For that reason, the Minsk Group co-
chairs desperately want the two sides to
agree on at least a preliminary draft ac-
cord before the perceived “window of
opportunity” closes at the end of this year.

While the notion of a “window of
opportunity” is now in question, it does
reflect a very real linkage between the
peace talks and the electoral cycle of all
parties involved. And that linkage in turn
reveals the rather troubling failure of both
the Armenian and Azerbaijani governments
to adequately engage and prepare their so-

Nagorno-Karabakh:

What Is The Sticking Point In
The Peace Talks?

By Liz Fuller and Richard Giragosian

cieties for any possible settlement.

A second disturbing factor is that
the leadership of the unrecognized
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR) re-
mains dangerously excluded from the top-
level negotiations, relying instead on Ar-
menian “good faith” and prudence to de-
fend their interests. It seems only natural
to presuppose at least a degree of diver-
gence in the national interests of Armenia
and Nagorno-Karabakh.

But notwithstanding “windows of
opportunity,” the ongoing talks and meet-
ings are important in themselves to main-
taining a degree of dialogue and engage-
ment, and in demonstrating to the popu-
lation of both countries their respective
leaders’ commitment to resolving the con-
flict on the most advantageous terms pos-
sible.

Meetings

As noted above, two meetings
within four months between Presidents
Kocharian and Aliyev failed to yield
progress on the most intractable differ-
ence between the two sides. “The issue
the two presidents discussed and tried to
solve is very complicated indeed,” RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service quoted Armenian
Foreign Minister Oskanian as telling jour-
nalists in Yerevan on June 6. “This was
the same issue that was put before the
presidents at Rambouillet. It wasn’t solved
then and it wasn’t solved now either.”

Noyan Tapan quoted Oskanian as
implying that reconciling the two sides’
respective positions is all the more diffi-
cult because it requires a retreat from fun-
damental principles. But he said he will
very probably meet again “very soon” with
his Azerbaijani counterpart Elmar

Mammadyarov in a bid to narrow the dif-
ferences between the two sides. Uncon-
firmed reports say such a meeting might
take place as early as this week.

Oskanian failed to identify the piv-
otal issue that is precluding progress in
the peace process, but statements by other
officials substantiate the hypothesis that
the nexus of the problem lies in the con-
cessions each side is, or is not, ready to
make.

Most analysts assume that the vari-
ant currently under discussion is that origi-
nally proposed in late 2004 by NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly President Pierre
Lellouche and former Spanish Foreign
Minister Ana Palacio. That plan envisages
a compromise settlement that would give
Armenia temporary control of the unrec-
ognized NKR in exchange for the with-
drawal of Armenian forces from
Azerbaijani territory, with the final status
of Karabakh to be determined by its in-
habitants in a referendum in five or 10
years’ time. The International Crisis
Group unveiled a similar plan last fall.

Solutions, Concessions

The major obstacle to either of those
plans is that Azerbaijani officials have re-
peatedly ruled out any solution that does
not preserve the country’s territorial in-
tegrity. They would therefore be reluc-
tant to permit a referendum on the future
status of the NKR in which the predomi-
nantly Armenian population would doubt-
less opt for independence. Indeed, the
current constitution of the Azerbaijan Re-
public expressly precludes holding a ref-
erendum on altering the country’s bor-
ders. On June 6, ArmRadio.am, as cited
by Groong, quoted Mammadyarov as

stressing that point, and also as arguing
that not only the Armenian population of
Nagorno-Karabakh, but also its former
Azerbaijani community, should be given
autonomy under any peace settlement.

As for Armenia, the real question is
whether, when, and in return for what
reciprocal concession from Azerbaijan it
should relinquish its sole bargaining chip
by withdrawing from the seven districts
of Azerbaijan contiguous to the NKR that
have been occupied by Karabakh Arme-
nian forces since 1993. Yerevan report-
edly has no objection to freeing five of
those districts — Jebrayil, Fizuli,
Zangelan, Agdam and Gubadla — but has
been reluctant to cede control of the stra-
tegic Lachin corridor that serves as the
sole overland road link between the NKR
and Armenia, or the neighboring Kelbajar
district. (Retaining such a lifeline is one
of the three key tenets of the Armenian
negotiating position.)

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State
Daniel Fried’s comment in Bucharest on
June 5 that “we would like to see the re-
turn of as much territory as possible to
Azerbaijan as soon as possible and the
return of Azerbaijanis to their native vil-
lages” implies precisely such a disagree-
ment between the two sides over how
many districts Armenia will cede and the
time frame for doing so. And the Karabakh
leadership may well take a harder line than
Yerevan on any withdrawal from occu-
pied territory, thereby narrowing the Ar-
menian room for maneuver.

In that respect, progress in resolv-
ing the conflict may ultimately hinge on
the ability of the OSCE — or the interna-
tional community in general — in provid-
ing long-term guarantees (in the form of
an international peacekeeping force) of the
security of both the Armenian population
of Nagorno-Karabakh and the Azerbaijanis
who will be enabled to return to the vil-
lages in surrounding districts from which
they fled in 1992-93.

RFE/RL

In spite of the relentless march of
modernity, war atrocities and other hu-
man rights abuses of decades or even cen-
turies ago continue to stoke anger and
conflict across the globe. Remarkably, this
often occurs among societies sharing
common values and embracing
globalisation. Collective memory of
atrocities holds a historical death grip on
so many peoples today that we desper-
ately need a new means to help victims
and perpetrators understand the past.

Consider Serbia’s sad example, in
which self-censorship in politics and
schoolbooks about atrocities continues to
isolate the country. The recent death of
Slobodan Milosevic, former Serbian
leader - before the international court try-
ing him could render a verdict - and
Belgrade’s subsequent failure to arrest
Ratko Mladic, the indicted war criminal -
fuelled both anger and memories. Is it
any wonder that political reconciliation
in the Balkans remains fragile or that
Bosnia still seeks validation of Serbian-
inspired genocide before the International
Court of Justice?

Remarkably, this anger often occurs
among societies sharing common values
and embracing globalisation. Consider
Turkey. Kurdish riots threaten to reignite
a civil conflict plagued by too many de-
nials of past atrocities and present reali-
ties. Turkish officials have long contested
labelling the forced marches and mass
killings of Armenians by Ottoman authori-
ties almost 100 years ago as “genocide”.

World press

Unlock The Door To History’s Atrocities

By David Scheffer
Financial Times; May 26, 2006

Some European nations demand that An-
kara acknowledge genocide before ap-
proving Turkey’s accession to the Euro-
pean Union. The recent defeat of French
legislation criminalising denial of an “Ar-
menian genocide” has intensified tensions.
Turkey pulled out of Nato military exer-
cises after Stephen Harper, the Canadian
prime minister, publicly described those
events in Armenian history as “genocide”.
Pride and political agendas still divide Ar-
menians, Turks and the western alliance.
Japan, meanwhile, although a trading em-
pire, is at loggerheads with South Korea
and China (neither sporting clean human
rights records) over how to explain and
acknowledge aggressive criminal con-
duct before and during the second world
war. Japanese school textbooks have
reached new levels of revisionism about
past atrocities. Officials dodge the truth.
Junichiro Koizumi, prime minister, annu-
ally visits the Yasukuni shrine honouring
Japanese war criminals, despite foreign
protests. South Korea declassified docu-
ments that purportedly demonstrate
Japan’s culpability for crimes against hu-
manity committed during its years as an
occupier. Seoul insists that Tokyo assume
responsibility.

Relations between Poland and Rus-

sia are strained, too, partly because of
the “reciprocal silence” underpinning
memories of atrocities. Baltic states are
revisiting, with rising anger, the killings
and disappearances they endured under
Soviet rule and in the second world war.
Latin American societies remain burdened
with past human rights outrages. Seeds
have been planted to inspire decades of
hatred and tension between the Islamic
world and the US. Bush administration
officials have seemed increasingly oblivi-
ous to allegations of torture and abuse
within foreign detention facilities since
September 11 2001, as well as to their
own credibility gap on the invasion and
occupation of Iraq.

Civilian deaths under US firepower
in Irag and Afghanistan leave far too many
questions unanswered. In contrast,
Washington occasionally faces up to
atrocity crimes committed long ago
against its native and ethnic populations,
but redemptive acts havenot fully over-
come societal divisions.

Robert Zoellick, US deputy secre-
tary of state, noting Sino-Japanese ten-
sions over thehistory of Japan’s colonial
rule in Taiwan, said: “One way to defuse
some of the tension on both sides is to
have what is called in diplomatic parlance

a ‘track two’ effort, perhaps have histo-
rians of China and Japan, perhaps the US,
too, examine the historical situation in
world war two and perhaps other peri-
ods as well.”

Efforts similar to this have been at-
tempted in various countries to address
post-atrocity tensions plaguing society.
Scholars convene conferences and truth
commissions and accomplish much good
work, but their efforts are insufficient.
Records established by the international
criminal tribunals remain remote and par-
tial at best.

The internet with its global reach
offers a powerful way to educate people
and compete with political demagoguery
about atrocities. A consortium of leading
independent scholars across the globe
should collaborate to develop in
cyberspace credible accounts of the facts
about atrocities, drawing on solid research
but striving to avoid intellectual gridlock.
Each such historical account should be
easily readable and printed in relevant lan-
guages so that ordinary people, particu-
larly students, can learn from a trusted
source, free of distortion. Other sources
on atrocities and contested views must
not be ignored, although it is important

Continued on page 4

The writer, a former US ambassa-
dor at large for war crimes issues, is a
law professor and director of the Centerfor
International Human Rights at Northwest-
ern University.
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A Gift In The Sunlight
By Kay Mouradian

Review by James Ajemian

In recent years Armenian political
organizations in the United States have
brought increasing pressure to bear on
Congress and the president to formally
acknowledge the 1915-16 Turkish geno-
cide against the Armenians. This has pro-
duced a politically financed assault by the
Turkish government to deny such an
event ever occurred despite potent his-
torical documentation to the contrary. In
addition, an increasing number of coun-
tries around the world have declared their
recognition of the first genocide of the
twentieth century. Yet the U.S. hesitates
to do so for fear of alienating its ally Tur-
key, in order to gain political, economic
and military advantages in the Middle East.
Nevertheless the drive to achieve Ameri-
can recognition continues to grow. It has
won adherents from government repre-
sentatives at all levels, including a num-
ber of U.S. cities that have officially rec-
ognized the Armenian Genocide.

In the midst of all of this activ-
ity, Kay Mouradian, a retired professor
of health and physical education, has writ-
ten a novel based in part on her mother
Flora’s experience of living through and
surviving the genocide. Mouradian says,
“This is more than just Flora’s story. It
is also the story of every Armenian who
survived that tragic historical event that
continues to be glossed over by the mod-
ern world”

In addition to preserving family
memories Mouradian did extensive re-
search for this book. A Gift in the Sun-
light tells the story of a teenage Armenian
girl from Hadjin and her family, her par-
ents, grandmother, and five siblings, who,
along with all the Armenians from her vil-
lage, were forced by order of the Turk-
ish government into a death march to Syria
in the south. As we know, this was re-
peated throughout Turkey, leading to the
near extinction of a cultural, religious, and
civil society that had existed for more than
two thousand years.

With Flora as the central character,
we travel along the march with this fam-
ily. Floraand her older sister, Verkin, face
dangerous encounters with Turkish sol-
diers. Everyone suffers from the lack of
food, water and sustenance in general.
Exposure to the elements brings illness
and death to thousands.

When Flora reaches Syria she is
separated from her family and faces viv-
idly described trying events. We see a
desperate attempt for an end to her mis-
ery. We experience her anguish over her
own family and we see her in encounters
with strangers also entangled in confu-
sion and chaos. Flora has had her world,
her hopes, ambitions and plans crushed
right before her eyes. She had attended
school in Constantinople and, under the
guidance of an American Missionary in-
structor, had hoped to pursue higher edu-
cation in America.

Because so much has been written
about the Armenian Genocide I questioned
whether a description of that horrific,
monstrous disaster could be successfully
narrated in a novel. Yet Mouradian’s book
left me feeling uplifted and with my soul
comforted. What is particularly intrigu-
ing is her skill in conveying all of the emo-
tions of a family split apart by death, by
separations, and by reunion too. The
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tragic story of Flora and her family stands
for that of thousands of other families that
suffered a similar fate, or worse, in those
ill-begotten times.

By beginning with family history
Mouradian has accomplished a feat that |
doubted would be possible. The momen-
tum of A Gift in the Sunlight is like that
of a dramatic, vivid documentary rather
than a novel; yet, like a novel, it keeps the
reader spellbound right up to the conclu-
sion. The postscript, a description of
Mouradian’s mother’s last years, adds to
the profound quality of her writing.

The response from non-Armenian
readers will differ from that of Armenians,
who are fully cognizant of those terrible
times. They are in one way or another
connected to long-ago events that have
very few still-living witnesses. | can imag-
ine the impact this book will have on Ar-
menians who are descendants of those
who were lost or those who survived but
suffered from post-traumatic stress syn-
drome. Each of us could tell a story about
our parents or grandparents. My own
mother, too, suffered severely and never
fully recovered from her trauma. By pre-
senting her tale, Mouradian gives com-
fort to and does justice to all Armenians.

Non-Armenian readers will be en-
lightened by the connection between the
Armenian Genocide and the genocides that
have followed. | urge everyone to read
this book, and to be prepared for the end-
ing as well as the postscript that follows.

Dr. Ajemian is Professor
Emeritus of Social Work at San
Diego State University
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About The Author

Dr. Mouradian received a BS de-
gree from Boston University, an MS from
UCLA and an EdD from Nova Southeast-
ern University. Most of her professional
career has been in education, primarily
with the Los Angeles Community Col-
leges as Professor of Health and Physi-
cal Education. In addition to her teaching
duties, she was also a leader in the Cali-
fornia Teachers Association as an advo-
cate for upholding the rights of physical
education in the California community
colleges. Her colleagues attributed her
successful leadership to her persuasive
speeches.

A world traveler and a lover of re-
search, areas of opportunity her teach-
ing profession supported through sabbati-

Prof. Dennis Papazian, Director Of Armenian
Research Center, Named Professor Emeritus

DEARBORN -- Dennis
R. Papazian, who has taught
history at the University of
Michigan-Dearborn for
more than 40 years, was
named professor emeritus
by the U-M Regents at their
May meeting. He retired
from active faculty status at
the end of April.

In addition to teaching
a wide range of courses on
Russian, Soviet, Armenian
and world history, Papazian
was founder and director of
the campus’s Center for Ar-
menian Research and Publication, a ref-
erence library containing books, articles
and archival materials used by scholars
around the world.

The Center also has published
scholarly journals and other works in
Armenian studies, and maintains a \Web
site featuring diverse materials concern-
ing Armenians both in the United States
and in other parts of the world.

In the classroom, Papazian was a
flamboyant lecturer and popular teacher.
By the time he retired, Papazian’s courses
attracted students whose parents, and
grandparents, had been his students years
before.

Papazian, a native of Detroit, earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
Wayne State University, and a master’s
and doctoral degrees from the U-M Ann
Arbor campus. He also spent a year
studying Russian history at the Moscow
State University in 1961-62, and com-
pleted fellowships at Harvard University
and the Ohio State University.

He joined the UM-Dearborn faculty
as a lecturer in 1962, became assistant
professor of history in 1966, was pro-
moted to associate professor with tenure
in 1968 and to professor in 1971. He held
more than dozen administrative appoint-
ments, including terms as director of
graduate studies and chair of the Depart-
ment of Social Studies. He also was the
chair of the College of Literature, Sci-
ences, and the Arts during the late 1960s
and early 1970s when the campus grew
from a two-year program, serving junior
and senior students, to a four-year com-
prehensive university, which kicked off
a period of major enrollment growth for
UM-Dearborn.

Dr. Papazian among the books of the Armenian
Research Center

Papazian’s research led to numer-
ous scholarly articles on Russian history,
Armenian immigration and the Armenian
genocide. Inaddition, he has been very well
known throughout the metropolitan area for
his political commentaries in the Detroit
newspapers and on television and radio.

Through his connections among Ar-
menians in the United States, especially
through their churches and fraternal as-
sociations, Papazian has solicited major
contributions to endow the Armenian Re-
search Center and ensure its preservation
after his retirement.

During the 1970s, Papazian served
as chairman of the board and director of
the Armenian Assembly of America, and
he was chairman of the board of the Alex
Manoogian Cultural Foundation from 1969
to 1977. He also served for more than 20
years on the board of the Michigan Eth-
nic Heritage Studies Center and the ex-
ecutive council of the Society for Arme-
nian Studies. Earlier this year, Papazian
was appointed to the New Jersey Com-
mission on Holocaust Education.

In 1991, when Papazian was rec-
ognized for his contributions with the UM-
Dearborn Distinguished Service Award,
the nomination packet included support-
ing letters from community leaders, me-
dia representatives and elected officials,
including three members of Congress.

“I heartily recommend Dennis
Papazian for the Distinguished Service
Award,” then-Senator Donald Riegle Jr.
wrote. “Not only is he a trusted friend,
but a valuable asset to the community.
The University of Michigan-Dearborn is
steadily increasing in stature throughout
the country, and much of this is due to
the untiring efforts of Dennis Papazian.”

cals, Dr. Mouradian spent several months
in India researching yoga for her disser-
tation. Quest Books of the Theosophical
Publishing House published the medita-
tion part of her findings as Reflective
Meditation, A Mind Calming Technique.
Now out of print with rights reverted to
the author, Dr. Mouradian, with a new
voice, is revising and updating the book
with a new title—Meditation the Yoga
Way: A Spiritual Journey:

She has written articles about yoga
for educational magazines. Two popular
ones were Developing a Competency-
based Syllabus in Yoga for the Commu-
nity College Curriculum and Increasing
Body Awareness through Yoga’s Relax-
ation Technique. She self-published a
guide for educators teaching yoga in the
community colleges and stressed the im-
portance of teaching simple adaptations
in preference to traditional yoga postures.
The western competitive attitude is
counter to yoga philosophy and presents

an inherent danger for yoga-related inju-
ries.

Dr. Mouradian hopes to write books
that will be helpful to those who care about
maintaining a quality body, particularly in
the elder years. During one of her sab-
baticals she visited specific physical edu-
cation classes in local colleges to explore
a possible link between traditional yoga
postures and an acupuncture meridian
exercise concept she has developed. Part
of her research included an association
with Eugene Jussek, M.D, an internist
who specializes in acupuncture. Their
mission was to observe the speed of heal-
ing when a patient practiced the acupunc-
ture-meridian stretches daily.

Planning to continue her acupunc-
ture research at the Academy of Tradi-
tional Chinese Medicine in Beijing, China,
Dr. Mouradian was forced to cancel her
trip when her mother became seriously

Continued on page 4
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Armenia Joins International Community In
Commemorating United Nations
World Environment Day

(Lto R) Karine Danielyan, head of the Association For Sustainable Human Development,
Consuelo Vidal, United Nations Resident Coordinator, and Simon Papyan, Deputy Minis-
ter of Nature Protection, at the program hosted by the UN in Armenia for World Environ-
ment Day

YEREVAN -- The United Nations
Development Programme and a wide
range of partners in Armenia jointly
marked World Environment Day (WED)
on June 5. A number of environmental
NGOs and individuals attended the WED
celebrations, where a new film on illegal
logging titled “From Need to Greed” was
premiered.

The documentary was funded by
Armenia Tree Project (ATP), Armenian
Forests NGO, and the World Wildlife
Fund Caucasus Office, and produced by
Vem Media Arts. Another event was hosted
by American University of Armenia
(AUA) later that evening, where the film
was followed by presentations from two
leading forestry experts in Armenia.

The WED theme for 2006 was
Deserts and Desertification, and the slo-
gan “Don’t Desert Drylands” emphasized
the importance of protecting drylands—
arid and semi-arid regions that are home
to more than two billion of the world’s
most vulnerable people. World Environ-
ment Day is one of the principal vehicles
through which the UN stimulates world-
wide awareness of the environment and
enhances political attention and action.

During a conference at the UN with
Simon Papyan, Deputy Minister of Na-
ture Protection, and Consuelo Vidal, UN
Resident Coordinator, Ms. Vidal provided
background on Armenia’s historical for-
est cover. “According to historical data,
forests covered 20 percent of Armenia at
the turn of the 20th century, but by the
early 1990s this area was reduced to 11.2
percent and is now below 10 percent,”
stated the UN official.

“We would like today to call upon
the government, civil society, media rep-
resentatives, and general public to com-
bine their efforts towards preventing de-
sertification. Applying sustainable agricul-
ture practices, measures to prevent land-
slides, forests’ rehabilitation, appropriate
waste disposal practices, and increasing
awareness of threats posed by desertifi-
cation and its causes already would make
a big difference,” noted Ms. Vidal.

Mr. Papyan outlined the efforts of
the Ministry of Nature Protection in be-
ginning to address environmental prob-
lems including the adoption of a draft law
on Environmental Impact Assessments.
He called for closer collaboration between
NGOs and the government in addressing

environmental issues. “We are capable of
making brilliant decisions when we work
together,” stated Mr. Papyan.

Karine Danielyan, head of the As-
sociation For Sustainable Human Devel-
opment, presented her observations re-
garding desertification and deforestation.
“A recent public opinion poll indicated that
from a total of 500 people, none found
the condition of the environment in
Yerevan to be ‘good’ or ‘normal,” while
32.3 percent are convinced it is ‘ex-
tremely endangered,’”” said Ms.
Danielyan. “We are turning Yerevan to a
desertified city with concrete and stone
constructions instead of greenery.”

Premiere of ‘From Need to

Greed’ Documentary

The event continued with the
screening of the new film “From Need
to Greed,” for the audience of nearly 100
people, which documents deforestation
and illegal logging in Armenia. Vache
Kirakosyan, Director of Operations for
ATP, cited the need for broader public
education on environmental issues as the
reason ATP joined with other NGOs to
support the creation of this and 10 other
films about Armenia’s environment.

“The situation is different than it
was in the early 1990s with the energy
crisis,” noted Armenian Forests NGO
President Jeffrey Tufenkian in the film.
“There is still need-based cutting for people
who can’t afford fuel other than wood,
but it has moved from need to greed. The
greed of a few who are taking truckloads
of wood out of the forest and keeping lo-
cal villagers from entering the forest.”

AUA Environment Conservation

and Research Center Screening

Another event correlated with WED
was hosted by AUA later that evening.
The AUA Environment Conservation and
Research Center (ECRC) organized the
second public preview of “From Need to
Greed,” hosted by ECRC head Dr. Renee
Richer. After the film, two leading for-
estry experts in Armenia discussed their
latest research.

Dr. Hovik Sayadyan, head of the
Forestry Department of the Armenian
Agricultural Academy, presented his re-
cently published research on “Forest Poli-
cies, Management and Conservation in

Yerevan ‘At Risk Of Catastrophic Earthquake’

Continued from page 1

of the [1988] Spitak earthquake ... then
almost nothing will be left of Yerevan be-
cause according to our calculations, about
80 percent of buildings will be destroyed
and we will have about 300,000 victims,”
he said.

The 1988 earthquake destroyed
much of northwestern Armenia, killing
more than 25,000 people and leaving hun-
dreds of thousands of others homeless.
Thousands of them still huddle in ram-
shackle temporary shelters. The country
had previously been hit by a similarly pow-
erful calamity in the 17th century. Histo-
rians say its epicenter was near Garni, a
village 20 kilometers east of Yerevan.

According to Melkumian, the Garni
area is nestled on a dangerous fault that
might one day send powerful tremors to
the Armenian capital.

A senior official at the National Seis-
mic Protection Service (NSPS) shared

Melkumian’s concerns. “Professor
Melkumian is one of the best specialists
in his field,” the official told RFE/RL,
speaking on the condition of anonymity.
“If, God forbids, Yerevan is hit by an
earthquake as powerful as the Spitak
earthquake, the number of victims could
be very large indeed, because most build-
ings here have become weaker, especially
after Spitak, and will not resist tremors.”

Seismologists and construction spe-
cialists agree that many apartment build-
ings in Yerevan, built in Soviet times, are
vulnerable to natural disasters.
“Yerevan’s condition is not encouraging
in that regard,” said Melkumian. “The
main reason for that is that Yerevan was
built in accordance with the former So-
viet standards that underestimated seis-
mic risks.”

Those standards, coupled with a
poor quality of construction, have been
widely blamed for the catastrophic death
toll from the 1988 quake.

Unlock The Door To History’s Atrocities

Continued from page 2

to remember that too much informa-
tion in too many places on the web
means most people remain ill-in-
formed.

Japanese, Turkish and Serbian
schoolchildren - among many others -
could use such a website to overcome
their textbooks’ shortcomings. Africans,

as they gain internet access, could re-
trieve objective accounts of the atroci-
ties that have plagued their continent.
Competing websites and government ef-
forts to block access would challenge the
endeavour. But the existence of a repu-
table website might help ease tensions and
discipline public officials by helping un-
derstanding of precisely what happened
in the dark past.

About The Author: Kay Mouradian

Continued from page 3

ill. Everyone expected her mother to die,
but a series of remarkable things hap-
pened. Her mother lived another five
years, had three more near death expe-
riences, became more alert and more
loving with each recovery, and during
one of those phenomenal events she
stated unequivocally that Dr. Mouradian
was going to write about her mother’s
life.

At first Dr. Mouradian resisted the
idea, but when her research revealed the
depth of the 1915 tragedy, she set aside
her plans to study in China. She sought
out used bookstores to search for and
read books written by journalists, diplo-
mats and missionaries who lived in the
Ottoman Empire during the early 20" cen-
tury and perused documents from the
American Embassy in Constantinople
housed at the Library of Congress. She
took an emotional “roots” trip to Turkey
to visit the village where her mother and
her mother’s family along with 20,000
other Armenians were forced to leave
their homes during the Armenian geno-
cide. Traveling across their deportation
route where more than two million Turk-
ish Armenians were forced to march hun-
dreds of miles deep into the desolate
deserts of Syria was heartrending, the

haunting footsteps of the deportees
hugged Dr. Mouradian and wouldn’t let
go until she ceded that human transgres-
sion onto paper. A GIFT IN THE SUN-
LIGHT, An Armenian Story is the story of
that injustice, the unquestioning effects of
deep and long ethnic hatred.

The bonds of hatred are ever in-
creasing throughout our world today and
Dr. Mouradian hopes her novel will court
controversy, but through eyes of hope
that will build steps toward a platform of
reconciliation. If Armenians and Turks
clasp hands in brotherhood, a never ex-
pected happening, that moment could
hearten others who hold long standing
hatreds to crack open doors of under-
standing. The intelligent way to defuse
hatred from an adversary is to have that
enemy become a friend.

Dr. Mouradian took early retirement
from her teaching profession to start a
second career as a writer. She hopes the
opportunity to research and delve into the
philosophy of why acupuncture works
and how she can embody that knowl-
edge to further develop her meridian ex-
ercises will present itself again in the fu-
ture.

She lives in southern California, is
an avid skier, tennis player, gardener, and
occasionally finds time to read for plea-
sure.

Soviet and Post-Soviet Armenia” and
“Evolution of the Forest Cover in Arme-
nia.” The material shows how dramati-
cally the extent and condition of Armenia’s
forest ecosystems have decreased since
independence in 1991. This decline is not
only a consequence of the recent history
of the area, but also the result of improper
forest policies, management, and forest-
use practices.

Armen Asryan from Agricultural
Academy Forestry Department and
ECRC then presented his research study
on “Mapping Armenian Deforestation,”
which uses remote sensing technologies.
The results of his research will be used
to assist public agencies, NGOs, and in-
ternational organizations document the
problem and formulate appropriate poli-
cies and programs.
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WAHILEBE S MIDDLE EAST RESTAURANT
“Where the East Meets the West”

MEDITERRANEAN - LEBANESE FOOD

BANQUET HALL

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

NAZO,VARTAN,AMIR &
SINGER MUHAMMAD

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

910 E. MAIN ALHAMBRA, CA

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT INTERNATIONAL & ARABIC SHOW
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BELLY DANCING

PHOTO/CONCEPT-J/D-2005 TEL (6260 795-4493
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Phndbuwnwnp Uhgbwy, Lniuwznn Uwwguuy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.
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AGBU PASADENA HIGH SCHOOL
Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
REGISTRATIONS FOR
2006-2007
IN PROGRESS

o High School Prep grade T orade equivalent)
« Ninth grade
e Tenth grade
» Eleventh grade
First graduating senior class in June, 2008

AGBU High School in Pasadena will provide...

A challenging college preparatory program in a safe, caring and supportive environment
Honors and Advanced Placement classes for accelerated students

» Qualified and experienced faculty dedicated to student learning

» [nstruction in Armenian language, history and culture

» Small class sizes and low teacher to student ratio

» Professional guidance and counseling

Affordable tuition fees

Call (818) 883-5379, (626) 794-0363, or (818) 883-2428 for immediate assistance
2495 E. Mountain Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91107

(Corner of Altadena and Mountain)

www.agbuphs.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSOR
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L 0§ A NGBEELES HOTELS & RESORTS

5131 E, Telegraph Rd. * Commerce, CA 90040 « 323.721.2100 « 714.879.2100 » commercecasino.com
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