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wngbt, npnlf qgnhnibgwl* npwyhuqh
wuph Upgwjp wquwn, whluwjo nt
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Vartan Oskanian: Mediators‘ Sill TryingToGet
Karabakh Deal In 2006’

International mediatorsbelievethat
they may still succeed in brokering a
framework peaceagreement on Nagorno-
Karabakh inthe coming months, Foreign
Minister V artan Oskanian said after meet-
ing them in Paris on Tuesday.

“They believethatitisstill possible
to make some additional progress before
the end of this year or before our parlia-
mentary elections[dueearly next year] at
the latest,” he told RFE/RL by phone
after two days of negotiations with the
American, French and Russian co-chairs
of the OSCE Minsk Group.

Oskanian described the talks as
“very good and effective” but gave few
details, saying only that they focused on
ways of reinvigorating the Karabakh
peace process, which ran into trouble

this summer after substantial progress
reportedly made by the conflicting par-
ties. The mediators are trying to arrange
ameetingof theArmenianand Azerbaijani
foreign ministers for that purpose, he
said, addingthat it might takeplaceonthe
sidelinesof the UN General Assembly in
New York later this month.

The co-chairs, among them U.S.
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
Matthew Bryza, are scheduled to hold
similar talks with Azerbaijan’s Foreign
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov in Lon-
don on Wednesday. “The results [of
their efforts] can be assessed only after
their meeting with the Azerbaijani for-
eign minister and, if thereis agreement,
after the two ministers’ meeting,” said
Oskanian.

USDistrict JudgeRulesIn Favor Of Genocide
ClaimsAgainst Ger man Banks

GLENDALE (GNP - By Tracy E.
Gilchrist) -- A judge’ sruling on Monday
to move forward in a class-action suit
against two German banks accused of
withholding money and property from
victims of the 1915 Armenian Genocide
brings their descendants a step closer to
restitution and recognition of the trag-
edy, their attorneys said.

"It's a watershed moment,” said
LosAngelesattorney Mark Geragos, who
represents the plaintiffs who are descen-
dants It sawatershed moment,” said Los
Angelesattorney Mark Geragos, whorep-
resentsthe plaintiffswho are descendants
of the victims of the genocide.

United States District Judge Mar-
garet M. Morrow’ sruling marksthefirst
time a lawsuit against a non-insurance
company regarding assetswithheld from
ArmenianGenocidevictims descendants
has gotten this far along, Geragos said.

Descendantsaccuse German banks
Deutsche Bank A.G. and Dresdner Bank
A.G. of holding onto assets deposited by
Armenians prior to the 1915 genocide

and holding on to assets the Ottoman
Turkish Empirelooted from the victims.

The suit further contends that by
concealing and preventing recovery of
theassets, thebanksprofited from atroci-
ties committed against the Armenian
people within the Ottoman Turkish Em-
pire. “The ruling allows us to proceed
withdiscovery and depositions,” Geragos
said.

Morrow delivered a 78-page deci-
sion, which Geragos called “well-rea
soned and involved.”

"She did a fantastic job of analy-
sis,” said VartkesY eghiayan, anattorney
working with Geragos, said of Morrow’s
ruling.

"Armenians lost and banks ben-
efited,” Yeghiayansaid.

Paintiffs have won several law-
suits against insurance companies that
benefited from the Armenian tragedy,
Y eghiayansaid.

"It'sonly aquestion of timeto file
a lawsuit against Turkey,” for commit-
ting genocide, he said.

OSCE Deeply Concer ned About ViolenceAgainst
ArmenianJournalists

The Y erevan office of the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe added its voice on Tuesday
to serious concerns expressed by Ar-
menian mediaand human rightsgroups
about recent reported attacks on local
journalists.

“The OSCE Officein Yerevanis
deeply concerned over recent incidents
of violence and intimidation against
local journalistswhich have obstructed
their professional duties and infringed
upon the freedom of expression,” it
said in a statement.

“TheOfficeconsidersit extremely
important for these cases to be prop-
erly investigated and calls for the per-
petrators to be punished in full accor-
dance with the law. Law-enforcement
bodies are urged to undertake prompt
measures to ensure the safety of media

professionalsin order to promote free-
dom of expression in the country,”
added the statement.

The statement seemsto have been
prompted by the reported September 6
beating of Hovannes Gal gjian, editor of
the opposition-linked “Iravunk” news-
paper, by two unknown men. The Ar-
menian policehavelaunched acriminal
investigation into theincident but have
not charged anyone yet. Galajian and
his staff have attributed the violence to
their hard-hitting coverage of the Ar-
menian government and its loyalists.

The OSCE office, which moni-
tors the state of press freedom in Ar-
menia, also cited the saga of Gagik
Shamshian, a freelance journalist who
claimsto have been harassed by alocal

Continued on page4

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Endor ses
New U.S. Envoy To Armenia
Senator Robert M enendez PutsAHold On
Hogland Confirmation

Democratic Senator Robert
Menendez put a hold Tuesday on the
nomination of Richard Hoagland to be
ambassador to Armenia to protest the
Bush administration’ srefusal to classify
the deaths of 1.5 million Armenians in
Ottoman Turkey as genocide.

Last week, the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee voted 13-5 to send
Hoagland’ snominationtothefull Senate
for avote. Until Senator Menendez lifts
his hold, however, the Senate cannot
vote on Hoagland's nomination. Under
Senaterul es, any senator can block nomi-
nationsor legislation.

Thevote, which wastwicedelayed
by the panel this summer, paves the way
for the outgoing U.S. Ambassador to
Tajikistan Richard Hoagland' s endorse-
ment by the full Senate. Hoagland will
take over from fellow career diplomat
John Evans.

Evans is widely believed to have
been recalled by the Bush administration
over his public description of the 1915
mass killings of Armenians in Ottoman

Senator Robert Menendez

Turkey asgenocide. Hissacking sparked
an uproar fromtheinfluential Armenian-
Americancommunity whichlobbied doz-
ens of senators and members of the U.S.
House of Representatives to raise their
concerns with the administration.
Menendez said all Americans must
recognize the atrocities committed be-

Continued on page4

Dana Evans. My Husband Was Recalled
For Telling The Truth

In an interview with “168 Zham” newspaper prior their departure from
Armenia, Dana, the wife of Ambassador John Evans, was quoted as saying that
he wasrecalled for “telling the truth” about the Armenian Genocide. “ This has
really been avery emotional period for usbecause,” she says. “My husband was
recalled because he had told the truth about the events that took placein 1915.
Unfortunately, he is being punished for saying the right things. | think the
punishment for his statements was extremely harsh.”

“ | consider that the punishment is too severe for the words spoken. My
husband spoke that truth in the United States of America, to American citizens,
inauniversity and in an academic setting. Those were extremely difficult times
for me; but whenyourealizethat you areright, that helpsyouwalk tall with your
head held high,” added the ambassador’ s wife.

Jacques ChiracToVisitArmenia

France's President Jacques Chirac
is due to pay alandmark official visit to
Armenialater thismonth that will under-
score a long-standing close rapport be-
tween the governments of the two na
tions, diplomaticsourcesinY erevan con-
firmed on Monday.

“President Chirac has expressed a
desiretovisit Armenia,” aspokeswoman
for the French embassy in Y erevan told
RFE/RL. “If the visit takes place, it will
begin on September 29 and end on Octo-
ber 1. The president’ sofficewill makean
official announcement to that effect.”

French Foreign Minister Philippe
Douste-Blazy and hisArmenian counter-
part Vartan Oskanian were scheduled to
meet in Paris on Tuesday and will likely
discuss preparations for the visit.
Oskanian’s press service said the two
men aswell asthe Armenian and French
ministersof culturewill also hold anews
conference devoted to the start of
Armenia sYear in France.

Chirac will be the first leader of a
major Western power to visit Armenia

French President JacquesChirac

since its independence — a fact that
highlights what many observers see as
Paris sspecial attitudeto Y erevanresult-
ing, inlarge part, from the existence of a
sizable Armenian community in France.
Armenian officials have repeatedly de-
scribed France as Armenia's closest
European Union partner.

Reports in the Armenian press said
the 73-year-old Chirac will be accompa
nied by prominent Frenchmen of Armenian
origin, notably singer Charles Aznavour.
The latter will reportedly give aconcertin
Y erevan on the sidelines of thetrip
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ArmeniansAt Home

UCLA historian Richard Hovannisian instructslocal K-12 teacherson more
than a century of Armenian migrations to Southern California and else-
where. His archive of interviews with 800 survivors of the Armenian
Genocideisnow digitized, with transcriptionsand translationsin the works

By Kevin Matthews [T

A history teacher
and curriculum coach
at Glendale High
School, whereroughly
half of the multiethnic
student population is
Armenian, Nancy Witt
says she attends train-
ing sessions at UCLA

partly to keep up with R -’-_'.f" .

her students—not just |~
thesubjectsshe’ sbeen [

teaching for 14 years.
At an Aug. 8 session
led by UCLA Professor Richard G.
Hovannisian, thediscussion centered on
the changing character of Armenianim-
migrants who have arrived in Southern
California from various spots in the
Ottoman Empire, ArabMiddleEast, Iran,
the Caucasus region, and Europe over
more than a century.

Armenians traveled far and wide:
the next UCLA conference to be orga-
nized by Hovannisian and the UCL A Ar-
menian Studies Program will focus on
Armenian trade and communitiesin and
around the Indian Ocean. Still, Southern
Californiaand Greater Los Angeleshave
the highest concentration of ethnic Ar-
menians outside of the Republic of Ar-
menia. At thesession, Hovannisian high-
lighted diversity within alocal minority
group that hasbeen broadly but unevenly
affected by migrations and a genocide
perpetrated in the last years of the Otto-
man Empire.

Just back from his firg-ever trip to
eastern Turkey, to ancestral Armenian land
where his parents were born and where
reminders of the 1915 genocide persig,
Hovannisiana sohad new storiestorecount.

The Aug. 8 session was part of a
five-day workshop for educators orga-
nized by the UCLA Center for European
and Eurasian Studies and supported by a
grant from the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, by the UCL A History-Geography
Project, and by the CaliforniaGeographic
Allianceat UCLA. Underthisyear’ stheme
of “Migration,” the workshop included
curriculum planning and three history
lessonsby UCL A faculty. CEESandother
member centers of the International Insti-
tuteregularly sponsor K-12trainingwork-
shops. In turn, teachers in leadership
positions such as Witt's use the experi-
ence to train and assist colleagues.

Remains

Hovannisian, who holdsthe Arme-
nian Educational Foundation Chair in
Modern ArmenianHistory at UCLA, vis-
its Armenia regularly and has traveled
around the Middle East and to Istanbul
but his recent two-week trip to eastern
Turkey was different. He was “going
back to see a civilization that doesn’t
exist,” he explained to about 15 LA-area
teachers.

“That’s where the village was,”
localswouldtell him, pointing at mounds
of earth. “ That’ swhere the church was.”
Disturb the surface of the Syrian desert,
where much of the killing took place,
Hovannisian said, and you immediately
find human bones. On this trip, he trav-
eledwithaTurkish colleague, something
that would have been almost unthinkable

Professor Richard G.Hovannisian

twenty or thirty years back, he said.

The Armenian Genocide began in
1915 as the Ottoman Empire sought
scapegoats for the defeats of World War
I. By 1923, when the Republic of Turkey
was founded, massacres and deadly
forced marches had reduced a pre-WWiI
population of some two million Arme-
nians in the empire to about 200,000.
Fewer than 75,000 live in Turkey now,
and almost exclusively in Istanbul. The
holocaust’ s legacies include repetitions
(“Whoremembersthe Armenians?’ Hitler
said to his generals before invading Po-
land), the travels and traumas of survi-
vors, denial sby the Turkish government,
and failures by others to acknowledge
the enormity of the facts.

In the latest U.S. chapter of this
tale, members of the Senate Foreign
RelationsCommitteehavebeenunableto
get the State Department to say whether
the Bush administration’s recall in May
of U.S. Ambassador to Armenia John
Evans was related to Evans' public and
pointed usesof the G-word in early 2005,
in place of officially sanctioned descrip-
torssuch as“tragedy” and “ calamity.” A
delayed hearing on the nomination of
Evans' replacement is set for today,
Sept. 7. AccordingtoHovannisian, Evans
acknowledged the Armenian Genocide
both at a faculty luncheon and a public
event on Feb. 17, 2005.

Over someof hismorethan 40 years
aUCLA, Hovannisianandcolleaguesgath-
ered taped testimony from some 800 geno-
cide survivors, al but avery few of them
now deceased. More recently, he reports,
the long project has advanced. The entire
archivehasbeendigitized, about half of the
interviews have been transcribed, and per-
haps 100 have been trandated from the
relevant languages—Armenian, Turkish,
Arabic, Russian.

Three Waves

Hovannisian’ sfocusfor the Aug. 8
session was on Armenians who eventu-
aly cameto Southern California—begin-
ning with a few agricultural workers
who arrived in the San Joaquin Valley in
the last decades of the nineteenth cen-
tury. A preeWW!I U.S. population of less
than 40,000, concentrated in New Y ork
and New England, swelled after thegeno-
cide, reaching 100,000 by thetime of the
restrictive Immigration Act of 1924,

Two more large “waves’ of immi-
grants would affect the development of
communities such as Glendale. After
WorldWar I, Armenians began an exo-
dus from the Middle East, fleeing tur-

Continued on page4

ACNIS Roundtable

ProspectsOf Armenian Peacekeepersin L ebanon

The Armenian Center for National
and International Studies (ACNIS) has
convened a foreign policy roundtable
entitled“ Armenian PeacekeepersinL eba
non?. Pros and Cons’ to discuss the
viability, against the backdrop of new
geopolitical redlities, of deploying an
Armenian peacekeeping contingent in
Lebanon.

ACNISdirector of research Stiopa
Safarian greeted theaudiencewith open-
ingremarksanddeliberatedon Armenia’s
potential roleintheshaping of the Greater
MiddleEast. “What occursintheMiddle
East today has certainly passed well
beyond the perimeters of the Arab-1s-

gional peace. Hence, apeacekeepingmis-
sion to southern Lebanon, where thou-
sands of Armenians live, provides one
such opportunity,” Safarian mentioned.

During his policy intervention,
Yerevan State University lecturer and
former Ambassador Davit Hovhannisian
examined developments in the Middle
East and Armenia’s position on them.
What were the consequences of the Is-
raeli-Hezbollah confrontation? In
Hovhannisian’ sview, the recent conflict
weakened the US platform on thisissue;
it allowed Iran the chance to temporarily
divert the world's attention from its
nuclear plans; Syria could not prove that

ACNI Sroundablepanelists

ragli conflict, and involves new realities
that are forming in the region. The for-
eign policy of Armenia cannot treat the
current happeningswith indifference. In
theinterestsof Europeancivilizationand
security, in the spirit of peace, and as a
sign of traditional warm relations with
the Arab world, thispolicy should play a
unique role in the strengthening of re-

HE WORLD

DLITICAL

this war was an outcome of the with-
drawal of its military units from Leba
non; and the myth about theinvincibility
of thelsraeli army andintelligencedisin-
tegrated. “Given that we have a very
large Armenian community and a
Catholicosatein Lebanon, Armeniacan-

Continued on page4

CALL ME BAcKK
ALL THIS MESS,

ABR TEHOBANKBIKORIAN

AFTER YOoU clEAN UF

Turkey must recognizetheAr menian Genocide
asacondition for its EU accession
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|srael And Azerbaijan's Furtive
Embrace

By Illya Bourtman
Middle East Quarterly
Summer 2006

(Continued from issue #31)

Russia. Another area of mutual
cooperation is shared suspicion of Rus-
sianintentions. Both Jerusalemand Baku
distrust Moscow’s penchant for pursu-
ing two-track policies that undermine
regional security. The Israeli govern-
ment, for example, distrusts the Russian
sale of nuclear technology to Iran, arms
to Syria, and |l egitimization of Hamasand
Hezbollah. The Azerbaijani government
ismeanwhileworried about Russian bases
in Ossetia and Abkhazia and Moscow’s
support for Armenian guerillas in
Nagorno-Karabakh.[53] Russian coop-
eration with Iran reinforcesto I sraeli and
Azerbaijani strategic thinkers that they
must rely on each other.[54] The same
dynamic has also strengthened relations
between Azerbaijan and Israel on one
hand, and Georgia on the other.[55]

Some Russian nationalists are dis-
pleasedthat I srael isintruding onaregion
they believe part of their own sphere of
influence. A 1998articleby Vitaliy Demin
in the Russian newspaper Zavtra—gen-
erally recognized asan anti-Semiticnews-
paper—accused Isragl of becoming to
Russiawhat Cubaisto the United States.
He also blamed Israel for seeking to
exploit regional energy resources.[56]
Some of this resentment stems from
opposition to pipeline routes that bypass
Russian territory.

PersianGulf states. TheAzerbaijan-
Israel relationship has successfully shut
out theinfluence of Persian Gulf statesin
the Caspian. Neither Saudi Arabianor the
Persian Gulf emirates have substantial
trade with Azerbaijan. In 2004, none of
the Persian Gulf states made the top
twenty-five of Azerbaijan’s trade part-
ners.[57] Intheearly 1990s, Saudi Arabia
used its Islamic Development Bank to
provide Baku with loans and credits, but
that money has dried-up in recent
years.[58] Riyadh seldominvestsincoun-
tries if they do not tow an increasingly
Islamist line. Saudi ideologues would
much rather fund a government like
Turkey’s which seeks to erode secular
protections than one like Baku’'s which
has worked to preserve them. That none
of thePersian Gulf statessupply Azerbaijan
with weapons or havelong-standing rela
tions with Baku's defense establishment
limitstheir reachintheregion. According
toanalyst Anoushiravan Ehteshami, Saudi
Arabia, the most active of al the Persian
Gulf statesin the Caspianregion, playsno
morethan an“indirect role... in counter-
ing Isragli expanding influencein Central
Asia"[59] If ail-rich Azerbaijan is suc-
cessful in cultivating an independent en-
ergy relationshipwith lsrael andtheWest,
then the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) in genera
andthe Persian Gulf emiratesin particular
may loseinfluence. Itiscertainly aglaring
reality that Isragl isthe only Middle East-
ern country with real influence in the
region.[60]

Turkey. Amongregional countries,
Turkey has benefited most from the
devel opment of Azerbaijani-Israeli coop-
eration. When the Soviet Union disinte-
grated, Turkish officials began wooing
Azerbaijani politicians—stressing their
shared ethnicity, language, and Arme-

nian experiences.[61] Ankara has en-
couraged the development of a secular,
freemarket government in Baku oriented
to Europe and the West. In 2004, official
Turkish-Azerbaijani trade amounted to
sightly over US$400millionwith Turkey
claiming the fourth largest share of
Azerbaijan’ s foreign trade.[62] In 2003,
Turkey’s leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan
expressed hisexpectationthat Azerbaijani-
Turkish trade would grow to $1 bil-
lion.[63] The blossoming of Turkish-
Azerbaijani ties reinforces Israel’s own
strategic vision for the region.[64]

Meanwhile, thanks to Ankara, the
partnership between Baku and Jerusalem
continues to mature. This was demon-
strated by the July 2001 “Caspian Sea
incident.” That month, the Iranian war-
ship Geophysics 3 threatened an
Azerbaijani oil exploration ship in the
Caspian Sea. Asemotions and militaries
flared, Turkey issued a statement prom-
ising to defend Azerbaijan.[65] It was
clear that Israel would also take part. As
an Israeli defense minister who was in
Turkey shortly thereafter insisted, Israel
would havejoinedthetriumvirateagai nst
“Iranian aggression.”[66] Just a week
earlier, Sharontold journalistsin Ankara
that Israel would expand ties with
Azerbaijan and Turkey.[67]

The United States. The U.S. gov-
ernment also remains a player. Baku
cooperated with Jerusalem in the hope of
improvingtieswith Washington.[68] Not
too long ago, U.S. policymakers consid-
ered Azerbaijan to be, at best, irrelevant
and at worst, a nuisance. In 1992, the
United States Congress passed the Free-
dom Support Act promising economic
and humanitarian aid to all the former
Soviet republics except Azerbaijan.
Muscled through by the Armenian|obby,
Section 907 of the act legislated that
Washington would not give aid to
Azerbaijan until the resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.[69] As a
result, Azerbaijan received no economic
aid from the United States in the 1990s
while Armenia received over $1 bil-
lion.[70]

In the mid 1990s, struggling to
piece together the weak and dysfunc-
tional Azerbaijani state, President Aliyev
moved towards Jerusalem, thereby win-
ningtheallegianceof thepro-lsragl |obby
in Washington. As Hassan Hassanov,
Azerbaijan’s foreign minister, stated in
1997, “Wedon't conceal that werely on
the Isragli lobby in the U.S.”[71] This
paid dividends when, in 2002, President
Bush waived Section 907 of the Freedom
Support Act.[72] In a rare and under-
stated public admission, an official at the
Azerbaijani embassy in Washington ac-
knowledged that, “ Jewish organizations
madeacertain contributioninthe Section
907 waving process.”[73]

In the aftermath of the 9-11 attacks,
the Bush administration recognized what
astrategicasset Azerbaijan couldbe. Baku
alowed overflight rights to U.S. planes
flyingto Afghanistanand supportedIrag’s
liberation.[74] Azerbaijani oil providesa
useful counterweight to that of Saudi
Arabiaand other states supporting radical
Isam. In March 2002, the U.S. State
Department reversed a ban on arms sales
to Azerbaijan that had beenin effect since
1993.[75] Simultaneously, the U.S. gov-
ernment granted $4.4 millionin U.S. for-
eignmilitary financinggrantsto Azerbaijan

with which to purchase American-made
weapons.[76] In return, Azerbaijan sent
peacekeepers to Iraq in 2003.[77]

Publicly the Bush administration
has pledged that it remains committed to
seeing amore democratic Azerbaijan. In
therun-upto Azerbaijan’ sparliamentary
elections in November 2005, Assistant
Secretary of State Daniel Fried stated
that the United Statesis “serious” about
democracy-building in Azerbaijan.[78]
Yet just how serious Washington is re-
mains a question. U.S. foreign
policymakers need Azerbaijan to con-
tinue providing much needed energy se-
curity and bases for U.S. special opera-
tions. Upsetting the already volatile re-
gime of Heydar Aliyev's son may do
more harm than good to U.S. interests.
Authorities in Tehran remain ready to
exploitany political instability.

Increased U.S. attention to
Azerbaijanhasbeenadouble-edged sword
forIsrael, though. Whilethe Baku-Wash-
ington rapprochement helped cement
Azerbaijan in apro-Western, anti-lslam-
ist camp, it has also reduced Jerusalem’s
leverage. Azerbaijani authorities, feeling
that they have exhausted the use of pro-
Israel groupsin Washington, now worry
they will be seen by othersin the region
as too close to Israel.[79]

Where Goes the | srael-Azerbaijan
Relationship?
Therelationship between I srael and
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Azerbaijanisat acrossroads. WhileBaku
once embraced ties to Israel, many
Azerbaijani elitesare privately reconsid-
ering their strategy.

Azerbaijan’ srecent decisiontocur-
tail expansion of cooperation with Israel
ispart of atrend.[80] While Azerbaijani
officialstravel to | srael at unprecedented
levels, thevisitsarerarely coveredinthe
press and produce few results. Still,
there remains potential for expansion of
cooperation not only in the energy sector
but alsoinagriculture, Azerbaijan’ slarg-
est employer and second largest sector
after oil.[81]

The most vital question for both
states remains Iran. While thereis broad
bilateral consensus that countering Ira-
nian influenceisvital to both Azerbaijan
and Israel’s national security,[82] Ira-
nian officialsremain dedicated torevers-
ing that perspective. Many Iranian offi-
cials remind their Azerbaijani counter-
parts that Iran will always be present,
long after U.S. and Israeli attention fo-
cuses elsewhere.[83] Here, any Isragli-
Azerbaijan cooperation could be benefi-
cial. AsAzerbaijani foreignpolicy expert
Vafa Guluzade has said, if “lsrael will
construct afactory that will give jobs to
thousands, or even to hundreds, it will be
good anti-Iranian propaganda.”[84]

Yet there is little evidence that
Azerbaijani eliteswill take advantage of
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AnonymousDonor Contributes$10,000to Project
Discovery! tofund Jour nal of Armenianand
Near Eastern Studies

An anonymous donor contributed
$10,000 to Project Discovery! to fund
the publication of the Journal of Arme-
nian and Near Eastern Studies for two
years. This will be the first scientific
journal published in Armeniato have an
international editorial board and articles
writteninthemajor European languages.
Inaddition, all articleswill have summa-
ries in Armenian. The Journal will be
distributed to major universities, librar-
ies, research institutions, and scholarsin
the West.

TheJournal will afford an opportu-
nity for scientific dialogue and an ex-
change of ideas between Armenian and

western scientists. In addition to facili-
tating the exchange of information be-
tween Armenian and western scholars,
the Journal of Armenian and Near East-
ern Studies will represent the achieve-
ments of Armenian science to the inter-
national scientific community. All those
involved with this project are convinced
that it will promote the rebirth of
Armenida s scientific community on a
new, global level.

The donor expressed sincere plea-
sure in being able to further such an
important cause which will have long
lasting benefits far beyond theinitial two
yearsfor which fundsare being provided.

Prospects Of Armenian Peacekeepersin Lebanon

Continued from page?

not monitor the war there without inter-
est or concern,” Hovhannisian empha-
sized. He also added that Armenia’ s par-
ticipation in the peacekeeping mission
would bring nothing but positive divi-
dends to the country.

In his address, Armenia’ s former
Minister of Defense Lieutenant General
Vagharshak Harutiunian reflected onthe
military aspect inthepossibledispatch of
Armenian peacekeepersto Lebanon. The
general likewiseisconfident that “ Arme-
nia must absolutely partake in the peace
force, but it has to determine the correct
means of participation. Thisis our duty
since we have historically-profound and
strong relations with, and a huge Arme-
nian community in, Lebanon. In General
Harutiunian’'s view, this mission is ben-
eficial for the two countries, for
Hezbollah, and for the Armenian com-
munity of Lebanon.

In his assessment of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, political board secretary
Edward Antinian of the Liberal Progres-

siveParty underlined I srael’ srighttolive
peacefully and exist in its historic home-
land.

Theparticipantsin theensuing dis-
cussion included director Alexander
| skandarian of the CaucasusMedialnsti-
tute; political analysts Tatul Hakobian
and Davit Petrosian; Egyptian chargé
d’affaires Abdelmohsen Said Shafey;
Ruzan K hachaturian of thePeopl € sParty;
Anahit Aghoyan of the National Demo-
cratic Union Party; Gevorg Kaenchian
of the Heritage Party; lecturer Y evgeniy
Ponomariov from the Moscow State
University of Economics, Computer Sci-
ence and Statistics; professors Haik
DemoyanandHaik Kocharianof Y erevan
State University; Armen Aghayan from
the “Defense of Liberated Territories’
social initiative; and severa others. The
absolute majority of expressed opinions
wereinfavor of sending Armenian peace-
keepersto L ebanon, while the continued
absence of invited representatives from
Armenia s relevant ministries bespoke
the country’s official position on the
matter.

of these serious problems.

ARMENIAN MENTORSNEEDED
TAKEASTAND FORYOUR COMMUNITY

Find out how you can make a lasting impact on your community and
forever change a young Armenian’s life as well as your own!

*kkkk*

Kidsintheir earlyteensfaceaperilousjourney on their way toyoung
adulthood. Many of our Armenian youth must deal with the pres-
suresof gangs, drugs, crime, sexual promiscuity, family dysfunction,
and other ills plaguing the Los Angeles community.

*kkkkkk*

Here at Generation Next, our focus is prevention. By pairing kids
with adult volunteers who devote just a little quality time, Genera-
tion Next reaches teens BEFORE THEY GET INVOLVED in any

*kkkk*

JOIN USon September 20 for an INFORMATIVE SESSION where
you can find out how you too can become a Generation Next mentor.

INFORMATIVE SESSION
Wednesday, September 20, 2006
7:00PM Opening Reception (refreshments)
7:30PM Orientation begins promptly

AGBU Alex M anoogian Pasadena Center, Boyajian Hall
2495 E. Mountain &. Pasadena, CA 91104

RSVP: info@agbugennext.orgor (626) 794-7942

Senator Robert Menendez Puts A Hold On
Hogland Confirmation

Continued frompagel

tween 1915 to 1923 in Armenia, during
the waning days of the Ottoman Empire,
amounted to genocide.

Hoagland' srefusal to term the Ar-
meni an massacresagenocideduring con-
firmation hearings at the Senate commit-
teein June only added to the community
leaders’ anger. In a September 5 written
response to Senator Joseph Biden, a
ranking Democrat who helped to again
delay the confirmation votelast month, a
senior State Department official argued
that Hoagland simply articulated
Washington' spolicy onthehighly sensi-
tiveissue. While admitting that some 1.5
million Ottoman Armeniansweremassa-
cred between 1915 and 1918, Bush has

avoided the use of the word “genocide”
in his annual messages to the Armenian
Diasporain the United States.

"Mr. Hoagland has declined to ac-
knowledgethe masskillings of the Arme-
nians as genocide, and has said that if
confirmed, he would work to represent
thepresident’ spolicy,” Menendez said. “|
have great concerns that Mr. Hoagland's
confirmation would be a step backward.”

The Foreign Relations Committee
chairman, Republican Sen. Richard L ugar,
has said the Senate should not withhold
confirmation of Hoagland * based on dis-
agreements with administration policy.”
Lugar has said Armenia, which borders
Iran, Turkey and Azerbaijan, isanimpor-
tant country that should not be left with-
out a U.S. ambassador.

OSCE Deeply Concerned About Violence

Continued frompagel

government chief allegedly angered by
his news reporting. The police contro-
versially launched criminal proceed-
ings against Shamshian last month af-
ter he accused the official’s brother of
attacking him with a large group of
other men in June.

Armenian mediaassociationshave
alsodenounced aspolitically motivated
the prosecution of Arman Babajanian,
theeditor of theindependent “ Zhamanak
Yerevan” newspaper who was con-
victed of illegally avoiding military ser-
vice and sentenced to four years in
prison by a Y erevan court last Friday.
While admitting to draft dodging,
Babajanian claimed that he was jailed
because of his strong opposition to

Armenia’ sleadership.

The prison sentenceisquiteharsh
by Armenian standards. Y oung Arme-
nian men found guilty of draft evasion
have usually been jailed for between
two and three years.

“Given the history of politicized
prosecution of journalistsin Armenia,
we are skeptical about the appropriate-
ness of this sentence,” the executive
director of the New Y ork-based Com-
mittee to Protect Journalists (CPJ),
Joel Simon, saidinaMonday statement
that cited RFE/RL’s coverage of
Babajanian’s arrest and trial.

“Physical assaults against jour-
nalists[in Armenia] also continue, and
CPJ research shows that officials do
little to apprehend and prosecute the
perpetrators,” the statement said.

| srael And Azerbaijan'sFurtiveEmbrace

Continued frompage3

the opportunities Israel presents. Many
of the same issues that hampered coop-
eration between Israel and Azerbaijanin
the 1990sremain unresolved. Onelsragli
diplomaticlikenedtherelationshiptothat
between “avirgin and agentlemen caller
... she wants it but is afraid.”[85]

Israeli politicians, while always
calling for closer cooperation with
Azerbaijan, have become frustrated with
Azerbaijan’s cold feet. Some high-level
Israeli diplomats privately wonder
whether state interests or personal inter-
ests such as business contacts with se-
nior Iraniansaredriving Azerbaijani offi-
cials away.[86] They wonder whether
Arab refusal to support pro-Azerbaijani
U.N. resolutions regarding issues such
as the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute may
erode Azerbaijani resolve.[87]

Theball islargely in Azerbaijan’s

court. AsRafael Abbasov said, thereis“a
huge demand on both sides for coopera-
tion, but alack of eye-level cooperation
and a lack of political backbone hurts
future prospects. Specifically harmful is
the lack of an Azerbaijani embassy in
Israel.”[88]

Many Azerbaijanis recognize that
their ties to Israel have benefited their
state. As one Azeri columnist wrote in
2002, “Everybody knows well that | srael
is one of the few countries with which
Azerbaijan hasonly positive experiences.
It is high time for Azerbaijan to dare to
have its own path.”[89] Indeed, aslran’s
nuclear program and Saudi support for
| slamist groupsthreaten regional security,
itisasoin Washington’sinterest to help
cement the Baku-Jerusalem relationship.

IlyaBourtmanisaformer researcher
at the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic
Studies in Ramat Gan, Israel.

(End)

ArmeniansAt Home

Continued from page?2

moil and rising nationalism. Emigration
from Iran, where Armenians had lived
for centuries in relative quiet, spiked
after the 1979 revolution. Finally, the
numbers of Armenians leaving the So-
viet Union from the 1970s increased
dramatically followingtheunraveling of
the USSR in 1991.

So Glendale, for example, ispopu-
lated largely by Iranian and, more re-
cently, former Soviet Armenians with
very different cultural heritages—-their

cuisines, dialects, and behavioral pat-
terns. In contrast to the more recent
post-Sovietimmigrants, many Armenians
of Iranian descent arrived with signifi-
cant financial assets and a family tree
untouched by the genocide.

“We've got the waves,” Witt said.
According to Witt, the Glendale district
has put resources into educating high
school teachersabout the Armenian Geno-
cide. Last year, a group of tenth grade
world history teachers visited Washing-
ton, D.C., to hear Hovannisian and other
scholars on the subject.
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Historical Background

Utip Lwypkiipp
Mer Hairenik

(Our Fatherland)

Lyrics: Mikael Ghazari Nalbandian (1829-1866). Music: Barsegh Kanachyan (1885-1967). Adopted: 1991.

The words 1o the anthem were written by the famous Armenian poel and patriot Mikael Ghazari Nalbandian. The
present anthem, adopted 1 July 1991, is a modified version of the original song, which consisted of five clauses. Some of
the words have also been changed appropnately 1o reflect the freedom and independence of the country.

Armenian Words N
1 1
Ui Swgpbilipp wguin, whlyw]u,
Lip wgptgl pupbauip,

P ngughip vy Gty 3

hpuan, witilpu]u Swpauunlb

trepet previous iwo lines)

Armenian Words (Transliteration)

Mer Harenik, azad angakh, Our fatherl
Vor abrel eh tareh tar

Ir vor tka art ganchoom eh
Lz, angakh heaascian

(repeat previous o lines)

English Translation'
1

d. free and independ
That lived from century to century
His children are calling

Free independent Anmena.

(repeat previous two lines)
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iDashnaks opposed to Armenian
Anthem change.

Ghegam Manukian, a parliament
deputy from Dashnaktsutyun, said the
party, which isrepresented in the govern-
ment, will likely draft a separate hill that
wouldupholdthestatusof “ Mer Hayrenik.”
“We hope it will pass’, he told RFE/RL.
“Since there are no, or aimost no, music
composersin parliament, the vote will be

moreimpartial.” §:
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sSurr-YEARS

Proud Past, Exciting Future.

PtnoGwinp UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwquiy:

AGBU

A NEW ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

=
(L)
. —

[—
rm
-_—

v

TO MEET THE SCHOLASTIC, DEVELOPMENTAL

AND SOCIAL NEEDS OF OUR YOUTH IN PASADENA,
GLENDALE, BURBANK AND SURROUNDING
COMMUNITIES IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School,
a College Preparatory High School Serving

the Greater Los Angeles Armenian

Community for 30 Years.

NEW STUDENTS ARE
WELCOME DURING SEPTEMBER

¢ Enrollment open for students in Grades 9, 10 and 11
for the first year.

¢ First High School Graduating Senior Class in June 2008.

» Offering a challenging college preparatory academic
program in a safe, caring and supportive environment.

¢ Armenian program to focus on the Armenian identity,

culture, history and rich heritage of the Armenian people.

¢ Financial assistance available for qualified families.

SESSIONS STARTED AS OF
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2006

For further information and how to register your child,
please call (626) 794-0363 or (818) 883-5379

AGBU High School - Pasadena
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, California 91104
www.agbuphs.org

IN ITS SEGOND
CENTURY.

A Centennial Symposium.

"Tribute to the Past - Pathways to the Future"

Presented by:
AGBU SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT COMMITTEE
In Cooperation with
USC INSTITUTE OF ARMENIAN STUDIES
Part of USC College of Letters, Arts & Sciences

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2006

9:30 AM — 3:30 PM
University of Southern California, Town and Gown
Figueroa and Exposition - Gate 3 Entrance

Los Angeles, CA

Overview of Global Activities of AGBU
with a focus on United States and Armenia

The Seminar will Address:
¢ Organizational Structure
e Cultural and Educational Activities
* Sports, Youth, and Young Professionals Programs
* New Challenges and Opportunities
* Constituency Development

Paper Presentations by:

DR. R. HRAIR DEKMEJIAN
(USC)

MS. RAMELA ABBAMONTIAN
(PhD Candidate, UCLA)

DR. MIHRAN AGBABIAN

(President Emeritus, American University of Armenia)

DR. HARUTYUN ALEXANYAN

(Armenian State Pedagogical University, Yerevan)

REV. FR. KTRIJ DEVEJIAN
(Mother See of Holy Erchmiadzin)

DR. MATTHEW JENDIAN
(CSU Fresno)

DR. SILVA KARAYAN
(California Lutheran University)

DR. ANI MOUGHAMIAN
(LA Unified School District)

DR. ANI YAZED]JIAN
(1exas State University)
Special Guest Speaker:

HON. PAUL R. IGNATIUS

Former
Secretary of the Navy - Under Secretary of the Army - Assistant Secretary of Defense

Complimentary breakfast, lunch and snacks will be served

Attendance is by reservation only — Seating is limited
Reservation Deadline: October 18, 2006
Please RSVP at: AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
(626) 794-7942 or seminar@agbuca.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

QWVMW% @5”’0 CROW%DPLAZA'

L 0S ANGELTES HOTELS & RESORTS

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.+ Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 « 714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to
meet the needs of both small and large businesses.

Contact:

Gus Ghusayni

Senior Vice President
411 N.Central Avenue
Glendale, CA 91203
bankoforangecounty.com
(818) 548-2720

BANK of ORANGE COUNTY Commercial Real Estate

Term Loans and Lines
Free Business Checking
High Rate Money Market

MEMBER

I'DIC A Division of Placer Sierra Bank
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