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Live Entertaimment

Koko Havitian
& Belly Dancing Show
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Patio Dining
143 M.Cemtral Ave. Glendale, Ca, 91207 - 1
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CUALL MUcStLP
bONPGU SULEUBUL

Jdtih thp nnL 3wapb, pwppwrnyn hhwupwGs.
Gopp nwntwh dpphyhb nhdwg Ytgnn nhwnwa.
ULG oh pndwGphn wnwy, funphnipn Cwunniwdwywas.
Unopp dp untpp jnjuh, (njuh, wadwhwywa:

LGnGGpn utq, nip unGhGGp hwunwpbuw,

Updwuwn GG dqbip hnqunyn funpG wGpwuhn,

NnpnGg wihtlG quiwyGbpn pwy, hwdbkuw,
Njd nL qnpnd, gntp nt utp GG unwgtin:

Qtwnwyn Uhhntl, wGgnpn dniytipnd hwiwbny).
Uhnpqtipn sGwpfuwphhl, Yanwun dGnpwih.
NnYynjqltipn hhtpwnwwn nL ghGhn wbngy,
QhGhn Ywpohp, swunniwdbGbpne powbih:

Uppwqlbwunipp pwpptipn nnhihy hwpwquun,
Unipp Swynp JwGphn fuhln nt ywphG dwwnwn.
Uww, wnolp 6GnLhGnhG, nup ninwpl GG wqww,
Snwpl wjb dhp-Ywywnwn, Gpabinny YhGhuntpwiu:

Swsdnhb §Ganwywjp oES UnLpwwnh, dhpwjphG.
Unppip gGénipbwG, Gpg nL wwph nL uhpny.
Nhipwhpwy, npwhunwywyp wunnitwéwjha.

Swaph, pwnwp pGpypnipbw, hnghb Uhhyhny:

... UwluwyG op dp, optipnt dkpkG swpwnktw,
£nL Jpwj wi, nd 3wdpb-whbngp uppwlyw.
®;sbig hny dp wnfupwhnu nt hhakipkn
Uwpuntny, mwwuwibg qptiq wayblnwa...:

Jdbtih hGpGwww)unwwbniptiwb hEpnuwlw,
Nhdwgwp hwapbpnipbwdp wunniwdwyhG.
NL qupyhp-thrtghp nunfub waybanwa,
UhGgbL np, Jwunmwywptl wy hGYwp qtunha...:

Ujuon uwlwjb npwtu UGh dp thiwwnwy
Nip pnuytip inpupwiws YwGgnyd Yp Jugka,
Jwadph, nd 3wdpb wbng) nt uhpwywa,
nLh Ynpnn O’tiu, wadwh ni GnehpwywG:
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2006, 7:30 PM.
(Galery opens at 7 pom. Pleass arrive prompily.)
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Srusa Padfic Unmarsity's Swmphony Orchesira and
the Lake Avanua Chamiosr E'flTl:l'L'l'l:.' COIMmoinge nor
this spaciel SyEning ol muaks. Gueast amEls incldea:
Eduard Tapchian, conduchor
Armenian Fhilkammonic Ceoheain
Karain H.I!ﬂhﬂlj’ﬂ.l‘l. celly
Armngrian Philamsnis Decresin
Disane Funderhiark, piano
Anssa Pacific Uniersity, Lake Avenue Church
Alex Russedl, violim
nss Facilic Uniersily, LaKe Awenue Chunch
ickiata evallable SEIFHEIITIDEIF 18, 20d&
$£20 general admigsion [aduls and Semions)
F10 Tor students with LD
Fowr licksts and ackdtional nformabon, calk;

Pasadena [B26) B44-47323
Azusa (E28) B15-5454 P
AT

CFuistian
Lesciarship
IniesTeationa

AZUSA PACIFIC

UNIY¥ERSITY




Massis....,

Volume 26, No. 40

Saturday, NOVEMBER 11, 2006

Leading International Watchdog Groups Critical of Kocharian Regime
U.S. Urged To Withhold Promised Aid To Armenia

Two leading international watch-
dog groups have issues reports highly
critical of the conduct of the Kocharian
regimein Armeniabothforitsfailureto
advance democracy and the level of
corruption in the governing circles.

The New York-based Freedom
House charged that the Armenian gov-
ernment hasbeen “backsliding on prom-
isedreforms” sinceit signedlast March
a$235.6 million MCA compact with a
U.S. government agency managing the
scheme designed to promote good gov-
ernance around the world. “Armenia
has failed in its pledge made to the
[Millennium Challenge Corporation] to
improve its institutional commitment
to democracy and tolerance of opposi-
tion,” it said in astatement. The human
rights organization urged the U.S. ad-
ministration to withhold promised eco-
nomic assistance.

In particular, Freedom House ac-
cused the Armenian government of ig-
noring U.S. callsto investigate serious
fraud reported during the November
2005 referendum on araft of Western-
backed amendmentsto Armenia’ scon-
stitution. “Implementation of the
referendum’s tepid reforms stalled in
2006, and the opposition expects up-
coming parliamentary electionstoonce
again be marred by fraud,” it said.
“Multiple anti-democratic methods are
used to maintain a hold on power.”

The statement also alleged alack
of judicial independenceand pressfree-
dom in the country.

U.S. officials have made it clear
that the release of the MCA funds is
contingent on “corrective steps’ that
would demonstrate Y erevan’ scommit-
ment to human rights and free elec-
tions. In a May 15 letter to Robert
Kocharian, the MCC chief executive
John Danilovichwarned that a“ contin-
ued negativetrend in Armenia spolicy
performance would endanger the con-
tinuation of the recently signed Com-
pact.”

Observers believe that a lot de-
pends on the authorities' conduct of
next spring’s parliamentary elections.
The issue dominated a recent visit to
Y erevan by Julie Finley, the U.S. am-
bassador to the Vienna headquarters of
the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe.

The promised U.S. aid would be
used for upgrading Armenia’ s battered
irrigation networks and rural roads.
Officials say the vast mgjority of ap-
proximately onemillion Armeniansde-
pendent onfarming would directly ben-
efit from that.

No Change in Armenia's
Corruption Level

International anti-corruption
watchdog group Transparency Inter-
national has ranked Armenia 93rd
among 163 nations by its level of cor-
ruption, which is neither progress nor
regress against last year's study re-
sults.

In the rankings released on Mon-

United Armenian Fund Donates$4.5Million
ToAll 28 Ar menian Schoolsin L ebanon

GLENDALE -- The United Arme-
nian Fund, through a generous grant
from The Lincy Foundation, is donating
atotal of $4.5milliontoal 28 Armenian
schools throughout L ebanon.

This contribution is prompted by
the economic crisis of the past few
years, which was aggravated by the dev-
astating attack on Lebanon last Summer.
Thousands of needy Armenian families
could no longer afford the tuition for the
Armenianschoolstheir children attended.
Consequently, most of these schools
were in no position to pay the salaries of
their teachers and staff.

TheUAFfundscontributedtothese
schools are designated for three specific
purposes:

1) $3.2 million to pay full or partial
tuition for 5,092 needy Armenian stu-
dents, which constitutes close to 75% of
the7,029 studentsenrolledin all 28 schools
during the 2006-07 academic year;

2) $757,000 to cover the salaries
owed by most of the schools to 536
teachers and staff for the past academic
year;

3) A total of $513,000 for the gen-
eral operating expenses of these schools.

Harut Sassounian, the President of
theUnited Armenian Fund, iscurrentlyin
Lebanontovisitall 28 Armenianschools,

meet with their principals and educa-
tional councils, anddeliver the earmarked
sumsto each school.

“The UAF's contribution will be
alocatedtoall ArmenianschoolsinLeba
non, without exception,” Sassouniansaid.

The schoolsreceiving financial as-
sistance are:

Nine Prelacy schools: Sophia
Hagopian College; Haratch C. Gulbenkian
School; Apkarian School; Aksor
Kassarjian School; Y eghisheManoukian
College; Roupinian — Sahag Mesrobian
School; Souren Khanamirian College;
Noubarian—Khrimian School; and Forty
Martyrs School.

Seven Evangelical schools: Central
High School; Gertmenian School; Anjar
Secondary School; Torosian School;
Armenian Evangelical College; Shamlian
Tatigian School; and Trad School.

Six Catholic schools: Harboyan
School; Mekhitarian School; Sisters
School of Anjar; Mesrobian College; St.
AgnesSchool; and Hripsimiantz College.

Three AGBU schools: Garmirian
School; Tarouhy — Hovagimian School;
and Nazarian School.

Armenian Educational & Cultura
Society (Hamazkayin) school: M & H

Continued on page3

day Transparency International cited
its annual Corruption Perceptions In-
dex study in which Armenia has the
index score of 2.9 along with Argen-
tina, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Eritrea,
Syriaand Tanzania.

The index score relates to per-
ceptions of the degree of corruption as
seen by business people and country
analysts and ranges between zero,
which is highly corrupt, and 10, which
is very clean.

AmaliaK ostanian, head of the Ar-
menian branch of Transparency Inter-
national, says the findings reflect only
the opinions of entrepreneurs and ex-
perts.

“Qur studiesevaluating publicopin-
ion depict a grimmer picture. We have
received much more negative data and
will publish it soon,” she told RFE/RL.

Kostanian describes the work of
theanti-corruption commissionin 2006
as ineffective and says that it met only
once in the last ten months.

“Even though Armenia passed
several related laws, acceded to differ-
ent conventions and has several anti-
corruption structures, the fight against
corruption still remains an imitation
and bears aformal nature in the coun-
try,” Kostanian charged.

“Not a single senior official has
been punished for corruption practices
and, more importantly, authorities do
not bear any responsibility for their
failure in the anti-corruption struggle
before elections.”

RussanFirm Claims
ArmenTd Takeover

ARMEN L EL

N

Russian mobile operator Vimpel-
Communications said Friday it agreed
to buy a 90 percent stake in Armenia
Telephone Co. (ArmenTel) from
Greece’ sHellenic Telecommunications
Organization SA for 341.9 million eu-
ros ($436.3 million) plus about 40 mil-
lion euros (US$51 million) in debt.

ArmenTel has about 600,000
fixed-lineand 400,000 mobilesubscrib-
ers.

Completion of the deal is subject
to the fulfillment of certain conditions,
including approval by the government
of Armenia.

"With approximately 40 percent
mobile market share, ArmenTel occu-
pies a strong position in the Armenian
market and we will work to enhance
this position,” said Vimpel Com Chief
Executive Alexander 1zosimov.

VimpelCom operates phone ser-
vices in Russia and Kazakhstan and
recently acquired cellular operatorsin
Ukraine, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and
Georgia. TheVimpel Com Group’ scel-
lular license portfolio coversaterritory
with apopulation of about 237 million.

DemocratsWin House, MoveCloser to
SenateControl
Schwar zenegger Reelected As Governor of California

Democrats captured the U.S.
House of Representatives for the first
timein 12 years and moved within one
seat of taking control of the Senate
after a midterm campaign shaped by
the war in Iraq and corruption scan-
dals.

Capitalizing on President George
W. Bush’ sdeclining popul arity, Demo-
crats picked up at least 27 House seats,
ensuring control of the 435-seat cham-
ber in January. They wrested five Sen-
ate seats from Republicans, one shy of
the six needed for amajority, as arace
inVirginiaremained in doubt.

The results set the stage for two
years of divided government as Bush
attempts to get his policy proposals
through aDemocratic House. Bushwill
also face the possibility of investiga-
tions into his administration and a se-
riesof new initiativesfrom Democratic
committee chairmen.

“The American people voted for
change and they voted for Democrats
to take our country in a new direction,
and that is exactly what we intend to
do,” said California Representative
Nancy Pelosi, whois set to become the
first female speaker of the House in

January. “ Democratsareready tolead.”

The fate of the Senate may now
hinge on a recount in Virginia, where
Democrat Jim Webb leads Senator
GeorgeAllen by lessthan 1 percentage
point. Allen’ sadviser, former Republi-
can National Committee Chairman Ed
Gillespie, said the senator won't con-
cedeuntil all votes have been validated
and wouldn’'t say if he will seek a
recount.

Schwar zenegger Reelected

Arnold Schwarzenegger swept to
victory in the California gubernatorial
election, easily beating Phil Angelides,
his Democrat challenger, and promis-
ing to continue governing from the
centre ground.

Schwarzenegger succeeded in
luring voters in Democrat-dominated
CaliforniawithhisHollywood cel ebrity
status and his newly created image of a
bipartisan leader who is fiscally con-
servative, socially moderate and envi-
ronmentally liberal, which helped him
to distance himself from the unpopular
White House administration.

Following Tuesday’s election,
John Garamendi (D) has won the elec-
tion for Lt. Governor.
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AnElectronicVisit ToGaziantep Univer sity By
SurfingWithMy Computer

By Saekis Y. Karayan, M.D

Last week | opened the web page
of the Gaziantep University, out of
curiosity to see what kind of Academic
programs they offer. The reader may
ask why | chose Gaziantep University,
and not any other university. The rea-
son is simple. If the genocide by the
Ottoman government had not taken
place during World War |, may be |
would have been a graduate from this
Institute of Higher learning.

On the web page of Gaziantep
University. | found a newsletter, dated
Dec. 29, 2005titled: “ The General Staff
opens the Armenian archives’.

(I give atranglation of this docu-
ment pertaining to Hamidian Massa-
cres of Armenians that tool place all
over the mgjor citiesin Turkey during
1894-96).Documenmt reards as fol-
lows:-

“Terrible [ or frightening] docu-
ments...Armenians (of Aintab, now
called Gaziantep S.K.) were spraying
acid solutions on the face of the Turks;

The Chief English Consul in
Aleppo in 1895, Henry D. Barnham
sent this report to the British
governmentabout the general massa-
cre, committed by the (Aintab) Arme-
nians of Gaziantep, on the Turkish
population , on 16 November, 1895.,
(then called Aintab, S.K.):

‘I should inform you frankly, that
the Armenians of Aintab, by spraying
sulfuricacid onthe Turksand by throw-
ing bombs on them, have acted by
extreme barbarity , and are responsible
for the general massacre of the Turks
of Aintab. It is evident that, in the
history of anarchy, for the first time
the Armenians of Aintab, taking the
images of Hell, have created Hell, by
committingtheatrocitiesonthe Turks'.

The news-item continues -“Ac-
cording to research done by a profes-
sor named Dr. Celal (Jelal) Pekdogan,
who is( at present, S.K.) the Chairman
of Artsand Civilization Department at
Gaziantep University, the Armeniansof
Aintab started to revolt on 9 October,
1895, and committed the general mas-
sacre of the Turks during next month,
on 16 November, 1895. According to
the findings of Prof. Pekdogan, the
Armeniansof Aintab killedthe Turks
by using all kinds of guns and bombs
and by spraying sulfuric acid and nitric
sacid [sulfuryc asyt fypkirtarak], to
guote professor’s words in Turkish,)”

Prof. Pekdogan concludes that
“In the history of the Ottoman Empire,
the Armenian community had always
special privileges, and had lived with-
out any problems. In 1882 Armenians
started their violent terrorist acts, that
resulted in general massacre of the
Turkish population in 1895”.

There is absolutely no evidence
that the Armenians of Aintab massa-
cred the Turks of Aintab during 1895-
96,0r at any timein history. Moreover,
the letter that Pekdogan quotes, alleg-
edly written by Henry Barham, the
British consular representativein Aleppo
,Aintaband Bergjik region, isall made
up of lies, fabricated by Pekdogan or
ordered by higher authorities to do so.

Actually, in British Foreign Of-
fice documents we have a report of
Barham describing the massacre of

Armenians of Aintab by the Turkish
mobs under the supervision of about
200 armed soldiers. (Document titled
[Turkey 8, *1896’, enclosure 1 in Doc.
No.52, pp. 47,48; Ambassador Currie's
February19, 1896 report). | quote
Barham's report: “The butchers and
the tanners, with sleeves tucked up to
the shoulders, armed with clubs and
cleavers, (acleaverisabutcher’ simple-
ment for cutting animal carcasses into
pieces,S.K.) cut down the Christians,
with cries of ‘Allahu Akbar’ broke
down the doors of the houses with
pickaxesand levers, or scaled thewalls
withladders. Thenwhen mid-day came,
they knelt down and said their prayers,
and then jumped up and resumed the
dreadful work, carrying it far into the
night. Whenever they were unable to
break down the doors, they fired the
houses with petroleum, and the fact
that at the end of November petroleum
was amost unpurchasable in Aleppo
suggeststhat enormous quantitieswere
brought up and sent north (to
Aintab,S.K.) for this purpose.” (This
document is reproduced from Peter
Balakian's“ TheBurning Tigris’ p. 112).

It isnot my intention to comment
on Hamidian Massacres. Briefly, it
started in Sassun region, and contin-
ued in almost every city in Turkey,
resulting in more than 100,000 Arme-
nianskilled savagely. On Sept. 30, 1895,
massacres started in the capital
Constantinople, and continued, like a
prescribed order, in Trebizond, Oct.8,
Ak-Hisar, Oct.9; GumushhaneOct. 11;
Baiburt Oct. 13; Erzingan Oct. 21;
Bitlis, Palu, Diarbekir, and KaraHisar ,
Oct. 25; Erzerum vilayet Oct, 30; Urfa
Oct. 27 to 30; Malatya and Arabkir
Nov. 6; Kharpert Nov.11; Sivas Oct.
12; Gurun Nov. 10; Mushand Marzovan
and Aintab, Nov. 15; Marash Nov. 18;
ZileNov. 18; GesariaNov. 30; Birgjik
Jan 1, 1896.

What was the situation of Arme-
niansin Aintab . In 1895, Aintab had a
total population of around 50, 000 per-
sons. Turks being 30,000 ; Armenians
around 20,000 persons. For the Turks,
conscription in the Ottoman Army was
obligatory. Armeniansbeing Christians
were not drafted, as Moslem law did
not allow Christiansto bear arms. Thus
in 1895, all the Turksknew how to use
military arms. The Armeniansin Aintab
did not have bombs and guns. All they
had were primitive rifles and probably
a few hand guns.

The massacre of the Armenians,

and looting of their homeswas carried
out by thelocal Turksfrom Aintab and
surrounding villages, in spite of the
presence of about 200 armed Turkish
soldiers. The human losses of Arme-
nians have been estimated to be about
400 dead,( one of whom was my
grand father, and another was the
grand father of my cousin). Many
more , probably a thousand were
wounded. . Turkish losseswere about
10 dead. Many Armenian houseswere
looted.

In fact the massacres of 1895 is
called “talan” by the surviving Arme-
nians of Aintab. “ talamak “ is the
Turkish for looting. Thousand of or-
phans needed to be supported by char-
ity..

Thereis no dearth of documenta-
tion about the massacres of 1894-96.
Here are some references:

1. Rev. Edwin M. Bliss, “Turkey
andthe Armenian Atrocities”. First edi-
tion, 1896,London. Pp.574. Rev. Cyrus
Hamlin, D.D. Founder of Robert Col-
lege. Prof. E.Gosvenor of Amherst
College, Mass., and several eye-wit-
nesses of the massacres assisted in
writing thiswork. Pages 451-458 gives
the description of the massacres in
Aintab by an eye-witness. Thisvolume
had been out of print for about 75
years, and was reprinted in Fresno,
1982 by Meshag Printing and Publish-
ing, with addition of relevant and rare
illustrations, and a Preface by Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian, Director ,Arme-
nian Studies Program, California State
University at Fresno.

2. The 1894-96 issues of Mis-
sionary Herald”.

3. Prof.Kevork Sarafian, “A
Briefer History of Aintab” (Printed 1957,
USA), pp. 122-130, describes the mas-
sacres in Aintab.

4.” Armenian Review” Spring
Summer, 2001.Thiswhole issueis de-
voted to Hamidian M assacres, specially
of Sassun region , with an extensive
bibliography of the events.

My grand father, a native of
Aintab, born in 1855, was killed on
Nov. 18, 1895 while he was trying to
defend his family, leaving my grand
mother, a widow, to take care of six
orphans, aged 2 and a half to 18 years,
and a house totally emptied by attack-
ing Turks. My father was the one two
and a half years old, and did not re-
member his father.

My grand father was a master
builder. When hewaskilledin 1895, he
was working to finish the Franciscan
Monastery of Aintab. After the massa-
cres, my uncles completed the unfin-

ished building. Open any touristic book
of Turkey, and Gaziantep city, or web
page of Gaziantep,you will find that
one of the placesrecommended to visit
isthe Franciscan Monastery on Ataturk
Blvd. TheTurkscall thisMonastery,and
adjoining church, “Kendirli Kilisesi”,
which translates into “a church with
ropes’. Asis well known, Franciscan
fathers tie a white rope . as a belt,
around their abdomen. As the Monas-
tery that my grand father was building
belonged to Franciscan fathers, the
name of “Kendirli Kilisesi” remains.
Thisbuildingisnow hundred and eleven
years old, built of white and green
marble, andisin usablecondition. Since
1930ies, it has been used as adepot for
goods, as a movie house, as a club or
social center, and two years ago as a
Conference Hall for gathering of local
and foreign diplomats. More over, the
building hasbeen studied and described
by architects. (See web page of
Gaziantep for details)

Turkish sources about the 1895
massacres: None of the history books
written by Turks in Turkish, give the
slightest information that Armeniansof
Aintab massacred the Turks, or caused
harm to them in any way. | have the
following Turkish books, and none of
whych support in any way Prof.
Pekdogan's above statements about
Armenianskilling Aintab Turks:

1.“Gaziantep Tarihi veDavalari”
( History and Fights of Gaziantep), by
Hullsy Yetkin (Yeny Matbaa :
Gaziantep, 1968).

2. “Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni
Meselesi” (Armeniansin History and
the Armenian Problem) by Esat Uras.
(Ankara: 1950)

3. “ 1700 den 1958e kadar Tirk
Siyasi Tarihi” (Political History of
Turks from 1700 to 1958) by Tahsin
Unal, (Ankara, Ayyyldyz Matbaa1958)

4, “Tarih Boyunca Ermeniler ve
Turk-Ermeni Ili°kileri” (Armenians
through History and Turkish-Armenian
Relations) by Sadi Kocgas. (Ankara:
Altinok Matbaasi, 1967).

Not even Prof. Stanford Shaw
and Ezel Kural Shaw , intheir 2volune
of “History of the Ottoman Empire and
Modern Turkey” mention that Arme-
nians of Aintab massacred the Aintab
Turks.

I would suggest to Prof. Celal
Pekdogan — to be master of his name-
(Celal or Jelal means Glory or Majesty
of God- and not to offer us, fabricated
history from the “black hole” of Otto-
man Archives.

Nov. 2, 2006
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New Archaeological Discoveryin
theGyumri AreaHasDoubleM eaning

In1898, followingtheearthquake,
peasants in the village of Saratak, lo-
cated 17 km from Gyumri, discovered
a rectangular stone tomb. Further in-
vestigation by archaeol ogists revealed
that the site had been a settlement with
a necropolis, dating to the 3rd — 1st
centuries BC. Inside the tomb lay a
skeleton, lying on its back with hands
folded. The burial was identical to
others found throughout Armenia, in
all respectsbut one, and thereinliesthe
importance of this find.

In the tomb archaeologists also
discovered two round, silver earrings.
Thisissignificant becauseitisthefirst
site in which two earrings were found.
Normally, only one earring was worn,
on the right ear. In ancient cultures,
left/right spatial orientation had impor-
tant cultural and symbolic meanings.
The left side was the weak, or wrong,
side, and the right side was the strong,
or correct, side.

Women were represented by the
left side, as being weak, and men were
represented by the right, or strong,
side. In the ancient world, when food
was eaten from a communal bowl, it
was eaten with the right hand, the left
hand being reserved for the more un-
sanitary tasksof life. Inancient Greece,
the spear was carried in the right hand
and the shield in the left hand.

These ancient concepts are em-
bodied in modern customs. For ex-
ample, today the right hand is used for
shaking hands, saluting, reciting the
pledge of allegiance to the American
flag, making the sign of the cross, and
blessings. The functional differences
between right and left can be found in
modern wedding ceremoniesin Arme-
nia. When thebride getsdressed on her
wedding day she begins by placing a

shoe on her right foot, while at the
sametime someone steal stheleft shoe.
In another Armenian wedding tradi-
tion, lavash is placed on the bride’'s
right shoulder. Even language incor-
porates thisfundamental symbolic sig-
nificance. For example, the French

word for “left” is gauche which can
also mean awkward or socially incor-
rect. In Armenian, a synonym for the
word “left” is ahyag, which besidesits
primary meaning, hasanancillary mean-
ingof evil, son of thedevil, goneastray,
etc.

Wearing an earring on the left ear
would symbolize social inequality,
whereas an earring worn on the right
ear would suggest social superiority.
The symbolism of two earrings found
in the Saratak tomb awaits interpreta-
tion. As is so often the case, each
discovery answers some questions, but
raises even more.reasons the hand be-
came such apowerful universal rnwith
and which we build upon throughout
our life.

L ncy Foundation Allocates $50,000 to
M er dinian Schoal

Sherman Oaks, CA .- The Lincy
Foundation has once again contributed
$50,000tothe C. & E. Merdinian Arme-
nian Evangelical School. Mr. James
Aljian, the Foundation’ s Chairman, noti-
fied the school of this grant in a letter
dated August 24, 2006. Year after year
the Lincy Foundation shows its genuine
interest in the perpetuation of Armenian
Education in the United States.

TheentireMerdinian School family
including the Board of Directors, the
PTO, theLadies Auxiliary,theAdminis-
tration, faculty, staff and the student

body, are extremely grateful by the
Foundation’s good will.

Established in 1982, Merdinian is
entrusted with the care of Armenian
children ages 3-13, from preschool
through 8" grade. As such, it offers a
rich programin Armenian Language and
History, Religion, and other subject mat-
tersasrequired by the CaliforniaDepart-
ment of Education. The school is ac-
credited by the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges (WASC). This
year is also exciting as Merdinian cel-
ebrates its 25" Anniversary.

UAF Donates $4.5 Million to Armenian Schools

Continuedfrompagel

Arslanian College (Jemaran).

Tekeyan Cultural Association
school: Vahan Tekeyan School.

Armenian Educational Benevolent
Union school: Sahaguian — L. Meguer-
ditchian College.

“This unprecedented gift of $4.5
millionshouldalleviate alargepart of the
heavy financia burden of the schools
shouldered by the struggling Armenian
community of Lebanon. Armenians
worldwide should lend ahel ping hand to
this most vital community which has
many other needs. Few things are as
important for the future of the Armen-

ian people as the education of the next
generation. By supporting Armenian
schools, we are investing not just in the
survival, but the revival of Armenian
culture,” Sassounian said.

Since its inception in 1989, the
UAF hassent $447 million of humanitar-
ian assistance to Armenia on board 140
arlifts and 1,359 sea containers.

The UAF isthe collective effort of
the Armenian Assembly of America, Ar-
menian Genera Benevolent Union, Ar-
menian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society, Dio-
ceseof the Armenian Churchof America,
Prelacy of theArmenian ApostolicChurch
of Americaand The Lincy Foundation.

S. NersessSeminaryAlumni Retr eat

St. NersessAlumni gather atretreat: seated left ight, Fr.Daniel Findikyan, Fr.

Aren Jebegjian, and Fr. Karekin Kasparian. Standing left to right, Fr. Stepanos
Doudoukjian, Fr. Tavit Boyajian, Fr.Khachatour K esablyan, Fr.Vazken K ouzouian,
Fr.Arakel Aljalian, Fr.Daniel Karadjian,Mrs. ShakeDerderian, Mr. Daron Bolat,
Fr.Simeon Odabashian, Deacon Nishan Baljian,and Fr.Krikor Sabounjian

NEW ROCHELLE, NY - Thirteen
graduates of the Seminary gathered to-
gether for aretreat at the Espousal Re-
treat Center inWaltham, MA on Monday
and Tuesday, October 16-17. Theal umni
havemadeit acustomtogatherintheFall
for atime of prayer, learning and fellow-
ship.

More than 50 men and women
have pursued al or part of their theol ogi-
cal studies at St. Nersess Seminary and
now serve the church as clergy and in
non-ordained ministries throughout the
United States.

St. Nersess Alumni serving in the
Western Diocese include Fr. Shnork
Demirjian, St. Peter, VanNuys; Fr. Sarkis
Petoyan, St. John, San Francisco; Fr.
Stepanos Dingilian, Mission Parishes of
PalmDesertand Riverside; and Archpriest
Fr. Kevork Arakelian, the first seminar-
ian to be ordained a priest 34 years ago,
who recently retired after 26 years of
fruitful service at St. Gregory, Fowler.

Creating Silence to Hear God

The retreat convened at St.
Demitrios Greek Orthodox Church in
Weston, MA wherethe Armenianalumni
joined hundreds of Orthodox faithful to
hear the renowned theologian and pro-
lific author Bishop Kallistos Ware speak
onthetopic, “Living the Orthodox Spiri-
tual Life in the 21st Century.” Bishop
Kallistos gave an engaging presentation
in which he stressed forcefully the ne-
cessity of creating periods of silence in
our turbulent lives, from which we may
hopeto hear the gentle voice of the L ord.

"The most important moment is
now, the bishop said. “It is only in the
present moment that we can hope to
encounter Christ, since the past cannot
be recovered, and the future is beyond
our reach.”

BishopKallistosistheauthor of the
classics of Orthodox theology, The Or-
thodox Church and The Orthodox Way.

Coping with Death - Ministering
to the Bereaved

The next day, the retreatants heard
a captivating presentation by Rabbi Earl
A Grollman, a renowned authority on
ministry to the bereaved. In his opening
remarks, Dr. Grollman spoke of hisdeep
satisfaction in having the opportunity to
speak to Armenian colleagues. Dr.
Grollmanwrotetheforewordto Abraham

Harutunian’s famous book, Neither to
Laugh Nor to Weep: A Memoir of the
Armenian Genocide. He has spoken
throughout the country on the
pscyhological effects of the Genocide
and the Holocaust ontheir Armenian and
Jewish survivors.

Drawing on his decades of experi-
ence as aclergyman and specialist in the
processof bereavement, Rabbi Grollman
spoke poignantly about how ministers of
the church can support and help people
when they suffer the death of a loved
one.

Dr. Grollman hasworkedwith chil-
dren and adults affected by recent school
shootings and 9/11.

" Grief isnature’ sway of healing a
broken heart,” he said.

Discussion following Dr.
Grollman’s presentation veered into an-
other area of his expertise: the spiritual
and mental well-being of clergy in their
own stress-filled lives and work.

Alumni Serving the Church
throughout the U.S.

Following the learning portion of
their retreat, the alumni met to discuss
issues of common interest and concern.
Discussion was facilitated by the chair-
man, V. Rev. Fr. Aren Jebgjian (St.
Gregory, Chicago, IL); the Assistant
Chairman, V. Rev. Fr. Simeon
Odabashian (Sts. Sahag and Mesrob,
Providence, RI); the Secretary, Mr. Daron
Bolat (St. Mary, Washington, DC) and
the Treasurer, Rev. Fr. Stepanos
Doudoukjian (St. Peter Armenian Church,
Watervliet, NY and St. Nersess Semi-
nary).

Alsoparticipatingintherereat were:
V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan (Dean, St.
Nersess); Archpriest Fr. Karekin
Kasparian, Past Dean and member of the
Board of Directors (St. Gregory, White
Plains, NY); Fr. Arakel Aljalian (St.
James, Watertown, MA); DeaconNishan
Baljian (St. Stephen, Watertown, MA);
Fr. Tavit Boygjian (Sts. Joachim and
Anne, Palos Heights, IL); Mrs. Shake
Derderian (Sts. Sahag and Mesrob,
Wynnewood, PA); Fr. Daniel Karadjian
(St. Sarkis, Charlotte, NC); Fr. Vazken
Kouzouian(Holy Trinity, Cambridge, MA);
Fr. Krikor Sabounjian (Holy Trangdlators,
Framingham, MA); and Fr. Khachatur
Kesblyan (aguest and intern from Arme-
niaat Holy Trinity, Cambridge).
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WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE!

A 12 Yr Scotch T50mi
.~ Stolichnaya

Vodka 1.751 ':T
16.99=.

“ :!-.:f o lnnin $36.99
) " Blanco $2199

Ilennessul = Absolut Bnd™
Cognac 750mi  g— " Walker _
Vs : nlanmuulﬁuul

AssoLT - T50ml
Vo

- $13.99
$28.99 <

Imperia = Courvoisier ; Grey Goose ¢
Vodka 750mI VS Cognac 750mi Bt 50

- KetelOne level | Belvedere

= Vodka 750ml .-nII:- VWodka 750ml Vodka 750mi i

$17.99 * / \-$11.99

| ] Sauza & Patron
= LouisXl Tres Generaciones = silverTequila
- X0 Brandy 750ml -3 50mi - T50ml
B s1199 )\ = s2299 )\ (= s3390
‘-\h'-_ . ' ﬁ Anejo . Blamco or —- Anejo JIHIIIIJE'IIIII

Reposado T50ml $29.99

1801 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104
Liguor (626) T94-7026 = Tobacco (626) 797-0500
Comer of Allen & Washinglon » Open Monday—Saturday & am - 8 pm
www. missionliquor.com

“Whramiiim 1 Bore he: B Malch & The ad aspres on 1115005 = We resanas e nghl 50 Wi gusantiles « Sl Ee esachided o Prdsss it 10 crandgs wilioul nobos & No dhacs or chadd cande
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Proud Past, Exciting Future.

AGBU-AYA
Alex Manoogian Center
Ladies’ Committee

Invites you to attend

A

Ji /e{*y ¢ f/;?ef.'fh/

:ﬂaﬂ/&ggaﬂ/gg

Dinner

with a Musical Program

Saturday, November 18 - 7:30rM

AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER
BovajiaN HAaLL
2495 E. Mountain Street
Pasadena, CA 91104

DONATION:

Adulrs $35
Children 12 and under $15

RSVP by November 10, 2006
ty calling the AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
(626) 794-794.2

Fhndbwenp Ubgbwy, Lmiuwznn Uwwquy:

NEW YEAR'S EVE
DINNER-DANCE

ORGANIZED BY AGBU - AYA
GLENDALE-PASADENA CHAPTER

EHTEDTE}HMEHT
SURPRISES

SuNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2006
8:00pPM

AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER

2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET
PASADENA, CA 91104

Music by D] Heartbeat
Catering by La Fogata

Specia rogram and (vVienitl h]’
Special Prog | Menu |

Children in a Separate Hall

Adults $75
Children |2 and under $35
Children 5 and under Free

RSVDP - LIMITED SEATING
Call the AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
(626) 794-7942

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

&
ROWNE PLAZA

HOTILE & BIZOETE

A st G

5131 E Telegraph Rd.+ Commence, CA $0080 = 373.721.2100+ T14.879.2 100 + commenrcecasino.oom

Bank of Orange Cownty is a full service bank prepared to
meet the needs of both small and large businesses.

Contact:
Gus Ghusaynl
Senier Vice President

BANK of ORANGE COUNTY o mercial Real Estate

: " . 411 M. Central Avenue
m . Tarrm Loans amd Linesg Glendale CA 91703

. B ; ;
ee Business Checking  papkaforangecounty.com
(B8] 548-2720

[ L] | Vv o Faver S Plasd High Rate Money Market
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