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Annual Telethon Raises$13.7Millionfor Kar abakh

The annual telethon organized by
theAll Armenian Fund“Hayastan” ended
in Los Angeles on Thursday, with
$13,700,000 raised in pledges for vari-
ous rehabilitation projects in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Theraisedsumalsoincludespledges
madeduring atraditional Phonathon pre-
ceding thetelethon, heldin Armeniaand
Europe.

On November 15-17, the
Phonathon held in Armenia raised 35
million drams (about $95,000) and the
Phonathon in five European countries,
including France, Germany, Belgium,
Holland and Switzerland, raised 1.1 mil-
lion Euros (about $1.4 million).

The funds gathered during the 12-
hour telethon will be used for develop-
ment projects of vital importance to be
carriedoutinNagorno-Karabakh' sHadrut
region, including construction of a hos-
pital, roads, gas and water supply sys-
tems, development of agricultural seg-
ment, etc.

Thedevelopment project of Hadrut
isthecontinuation of thesimilar Martakert
Project and also the continuation of the
projects”Life-line” and the North-South
Highway.

Presssecretary of the All Armenian
Fund “Hayastan” Anush Babayan told
RFE/RL on Friday that the sum raised

during this year’s telethon is close to
organizers expectations, who hoped to
exceedthelevel of $15milliontosymbol-
ize the 15th anniversary of Armenia's
and Nagorno-Karabakh'’ sindependence.
The sum of pledged money this year is
nearly twiceasmuch asthesumraisedin
2005.

The share of large donations was
bigintheraised funds. Kirk Kerkorian's
Lincy Foundation pledged $2 million for
educational establishments throughout
Nagorno-Karabakh, Project Cure also
pledged $2 million for the hospital of
Hadrut. Fund“Hayastan” Board of Trust-
ees member Albert Boygjian donated
$1,250,000 on behalf of his friend Jerry
Turkanjian. VaheK arapetiandonated $1.5
million for the construction of aroad in
Amaras. American-Armenian philanthro-
pist Sargis Hakobian donated $550,000
and L ouise Simone Manoogian donated
$500,000.

Chairman of the Union of Arme-
niansof RussiaAraA brahamian donated
$1 millionfor theconstruction of aschool
in Stepanakert.

Thisyear Armenia provided about
$1 million in donations. From among
Armenia’'s businessmen Mikhail
Baghdasarov donated $100,000, Samvel
Alexanian and Ruben Hayrapetian do-
nated $50,000 each.

Aliyev SaysK arabakh Talksln‘Final Sage’

PRAGUE -- Azerbaijani President
ITham Aliyev said today that negotiations
on a settlement with Armenia over the
disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh
areenteringtheir “final stage,” RFE/RL’s
Azerbaijani Servicereported.

“1t has been almost three yearsthat
theKarabakh negotiationshavebeen con-
ducted within the Prague [peace] pro-
cess,” Aliyev said on national television.
“During this period we have had many
meetings at the levels of presidents and
foreign ministers. Of course, in these
meetings ways of resolving the problem
were discussed. There were different
stages, but | can tell you we are ap-
proachingthefinal stageof negotiations.”

Aliyev’'s comments, broadcast on
Azerbaijani State Television, cameaday
after histalks with Robert Kocharian on
thesidelinesof the CI Ssummitin Minsk.

Constructive Talks

Aliyev assessed the results of his
November 28 meetingwith Kocharianas
“good,” sayingthat the® negotiationswere
held in a constructive matter.” The suc-
cess of future negotiations, he added,
will depend on the two presidents.

” The most contentious issues were
at the center of the negotiations,” Aliyev
said. “Lately we have succeeded in re-
solving some of them. On some of the
issuesonwhichwepreviously disagreed,
we now have agreement. But we still
have some principal issues on which we
have different opinions. And both presi-
dents addressed these issues.”

Armeniahasnot yet commented on
Aliyev's statement. However, upon ar-

riving in Y erevan on November 28, Ar-
menianForeignMinister Vartan Oskanian
provided asimilar appraisal of the presi-
dents talks that day.

"] can’t give you an assessment yet
whether there was a progress during the
talks or not, but | can tell you that both
presidents positively eval uated the meet-
ing itself in terms of atmosphere and
constructiveapproaches,” Oskaniansaid.
“1 think in coming days the leaders of
Armeniaand Azerbaijanwill analyzeev-
erything in detail, after which they will
give concreteinstruction to the ministers
about further steps to be taken.”

Clear Stance

The Azerbaijani president clearly
outlined the stance his country is taking
in negotiations on a settlement to the
longstanding conflict.

" Azerbaijan hasn't changed its po-
sition,” hesaid. “ Azerbaijaninsistsonthe
resolution of the issue [of Nagorno-
Karabakh] on the basis of our territorial
integrity. Thefour resolutions of the UN

Continued on page4

Vartan Oskanian: GenocideRecognition by Turkey
| sNot Precondition For Armenia

ArmenianForeignMinister Vartan
Oskanian is reaching out to Turkey to
normalizeties asthe key step toward a
political settlement on the ultra-sensi-
tive issue of genocide recognition.

" For Armenia, recognition (of the
genocide) by Turkey is not a precondi-
tion for normal, good neighborly rela-
tions,” the Harvard-educated minister
told AFPinaninterview during apresi-
dential visit to Cyprus. Oskanian said
both countries needed to “transcend”
the horrors of their common past.

"This obstacle (of Turkish rec-
ognition) can be removed and memo-
ries can be ameliorated by new experi-
ences, by interaction betweenthe Turk-
ishand Armenian peopleasneighbors,”
he said.

However, Oskanian scoffed at a
proposal from Turkish Prime Minister
Tayyip Recep Erdogan for historians
from both sides to form a commission
to study the bloody events of 1915-
1917, which Ankararefusesto classify
as genocide. “Erdogan’s suggestion
was a smokescreen,” he charged, ask-
ing how any joint commission could be
set up without diplomatic ties between
Ankaraand Y erevan.“ Thisisapolitical
issue. You've got to address thisissue
from apolitical angle.”

Oskanianwasal so critical of what
he called Turkey’s new “state policy”
of denial even as more countries join
theranks of statesthat officially recog-
nize the genocide. “As more countries
recognize, Turkey becomes — as the
record shows— more aggressivein its

policy of denial ... The Turks have
never been this organized at a state
level to pursue a policy of denial,” he
said.

Oskanian pointed to an articlein
Turkish law which punishes those who
refer to the events of 1915 as genocide.
Dozens of intellectuals— among them
2006 Nobel literature laureate Orhan
Pamuk — have been brought to court
under an amendment in the penal law
that makesit acrimeto denigrate Turk-
ish identity or insult state institutions.

The French parliament’s adop-
tionof abill making public denial of the
genocide in France punishable by law
was “aclear reaction to the aggressive
denialist policies of the Turkish gov-
ernment”, he said. Oskanian held little
hope in Washington exerting pressure
on its Turkish ally on the genocide
issue because of its strategic interests,
butit“must bemoreassertiveincalling
on Turkey to open the border” and
normalizeties.

The minister, who himself was

Continued on page4

UK Foreign Minister AdmitsOver aMillion Armenians

WereKilled in the M assacres of 1915/1916

Thefirst cracksappear inthe UK gover nment’ swall of silenceand
denial of theArmenian genocide

Following representations from the M.P. of an “Armenia Solidarity”
member, the Rt Hon Geoff Hoon M.P. the Foreign Office Minister responsible
for UK/Armenia relations, admitted in a letter that during 1915/1916 “over a
million ethnic Armenian citizens of the Ottoman Empirewerekilled. Many were
massacred.....”

He went on “ The massacres of 1915....1916 were an appalling tragedy,
which the British government of the day condemned” obviously refering to the
joint declaration by France, Great Britain and Russia on 24th may 1915 which
mentions “ massacring Armenians with the connivance and often assistance of
Ottoman authorities” and which refers to “those new crimes of Turkey against
humanity and civilisation”

“We fully endorse that view”, he continued. This position is certainly at
variance with the official Turkish position that the Armenian deaths resulted
from” a bitter confrontation instigated by Armenian radicals in colloboration
with or in the service of invading foreign forces.....in the form of
rebellion,conspiracy, sabotage, large scale atrocities, and the massacre off an
estimated three million Turkish and other Muslim civilians in Anatolia by
Armenian militantsand armed gangs” (K .Haktanir, Turkish Ambassador to UK
27/11/2002).

We recognise that genocide recognition will have to be fought for clause
by clause, comma by comma,and so this change of tone in the British
government’ sreply is believed to be signifigant.

A book of evidence on the genocide,” Remember,” compiled by John
Torosyan of the Armenian/Welsh Friendship Society, was presented to Prime
Minister Tony Blair at the Annual Conference of the Labour Party in september.
Whileagain not using theterm Genocide, thisisalessambiguous statement than
previous attempts to bury the issue by successive UK government ministers.
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| CGPublishesReport OnArmenianandAzeri
MinoritieslnGeorgia

The International Crisis Group
(ICG) has published a report on
Georgia s Armenian and Azeri minori-
ties that studies the discontents of the
two communities.

ICG analyst Levon Zurabian told
RFE/RL that in conducting the study
they focused moreonthepolitical rights
of Armeniansand Azerislivingin Geor-
gia — such as how far Armenians and
Azerisarerepresentedin Georgia sgov-
ernment bodies.

Considering the fact that minori-
tiesconsider themselvesfull citizens of
a country only when they have the
opportunity to berepresentedin central
and regional government, the report
makes a point that in this sense ethnic
minorities’ political participation and
representation in Georgia is ‘disturb-
ingly low’.

Itissaidin the report that ‘ Geor-
gia has made little progress towards
integrating Armenian and Azeri minori-
ties, who constitute over 12 per cent of
the country’s population.” In particu-
lar, ‘Armenians and Azeris are
underrepresented in all spheres of pub-
liclife, especially government’ and the
lack of dialogue between them and
Thilisi ‘adds to perceptions of dis-
crimination and alienation.’

“In the Samtskhe-Javakheti re-
gion, where Armenians make about 55
percent, Georgians and not Armenians
mainly occupy government posts. The
same situation is in Kvemo-Kartli,”
Zurabian said. “There are many rea-
sonsfor thissituation. One of the prob-
lems is, of course, the lack of culture
of due tolerance towards minoritiesin
Georgia. Very often they are treated
like *second-class' citizens, or at |east
thisistheperception of minoritiesthem-
selves.”

According to Zurabian, inability
to speak the state language is also a
serious impediment to the integration
of Armeniansand Azerislivingin Geor-
gia. Bothin Javakheti and Kvemo-Kartli
Armenians and Azeris speak Georgian
poorly. Meanwhile, under Georgianlaw,
state jobs are contingent on knowing
Georgian.

Inthe past inthoseregions Arme-
niansand A zeriscould get by withtheir
native languages, communicated with
each other in Russian and did not need
tospeak Georgian. Today that the Geor-
gian legislation has madeit acondition
minoritiesfeel deprived of their rights.

“Naturally, as a result of such
policy minorities are more often de-

prived of postsand begin to drop out of
political life. It has caused very serious
dissatisfaction,” Zurabian said.

Taking into account the dissatis-
factionsof Armeniansand Azerisliving
in Georgia, the report says that ‘while
there is no risk to these situations be-
coming Ossetian or Abkhaz-likethreats
to the state’ s territorial integrity’, ten-
sions in Samtskhe-Javakheti and
Kvemo-Kartli are obvious.

Despite some concernin Georgia
that the demands of Armenians and
Azeris also may result in separatist
steps, Zurabian saysthat during histrip
to Javakheti hedidn’t meet anyonewho
would have a desire to secede from
Georgia. According to the analyst, the
demands of Armenians are different:
“They demand an autonomy. Of course,
different people understand different
thingsunder that word. Thereare people
who say autonomy and mean a full
political autonomy wherethey will elect
all authoritiesand there are people who
understand it as a more linguistic and
cultural autonomy.”

To relieve the current tensions
and solve problems of minorities’ inte-
gration, in its report the ICG presents
about two dozen recommendations to
Georgia. Some of them include: to
strengthen Georgian as a second lan-
guage (GSL) teacher training, devel op-
ment of GSL teaching materials and
opportunities for minorities to learn
GSL inprimary and secondary schools,
but before the new generation learns
the language there should not be dis-
crimination against minorities. The
Group urges the Georgian government
to introduce legislation allowing mi-
noritiesalsotousetheir nativelanguage
to communicate with administrative
authorities.

Accordingto Zurabian, thisisnot
a novelty and this requirement also
proceeds from the Framework Con-
vention on Ethnic Minorities' Rights.

Additionally, the ICG calls upon
Georgia to ‘take affirmative action to
encourageminorities' representationin
central and regional government’, to
amend laws to enable minorities to
serve as officials without knowing the
state language at least for an interim
period of ten to fifteen years, to allow
judicial proceedingsin Azeri or Arme-
nian in municipalities with over 20 per
cent minoritiesaswell asremove legal
and administrative barriers to registra-
tion of political partieson aregional or
ethnic basis.
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Opposition L eader sL aunch ‘ Pro-Democr acy
M ovement’

Two prominent opposition leaders
launched over the weekend what they
described as a broad-based civic move-
ment that will strivetotransform Armenia
into a democratic and rule-of-law state.

Vazgen Manukian, aveteran oppo-
sitionist who headed the country’s first
post-Communist government in 1990-
91, and former Foreign Minister Raffi
Hovannisian held the founding confer-
ence of the movement attended by hun-
dreds of supporters and representatives
of other opposition groups.

Both men again insisted that the
anti-governmentinitiativeisnot aprelude
to the establishment of an electoral ali-
ance. They said they are only trying to
end widespread popular apathy which
the Armenian opposition says facilitates
erosion of civil liberties and a repeat of
fraudulent elections.

“We want to build a rule-of-law
state where the citizen isthe king, where
thecitizenisfreeand proud,” Hovannisian
said in his speech at the gathering.

“Our aimistorally the entire soci-
ety around a number of simple prin-
ciples,” Manukian told reporters. “First
of al, | believethat there is no constitu-
tionin Armenia. We live under a consti-
tution which has been twice rigged, and
disdain for laws stems from that.”

The initiative was welcomed by

Raffi Hovannisian and Vazgen M anukian

severa prominent publicfiguresandother
opposition leadersthat attended the con-
ference. “Even in the most remote vil-
lage, nobody feel sprotected by thestate,”
said LarisaAlaverdian, Armenia sformer
human rights ombudswoman. “Human
rightsareviolated everywhere, onadaily
basisand in all spheres.”

It remained unclear, however, what
concrete actions the movement’ sleaders
will take in the run-up to next spring’s
parliamentary elections. Manukian and
Hovannisian said only that they plan to
holdralliesand meetingsacrossthecoun-
try in the coming months. They aso
urged other major opposition parties and
non-governmental organizations to join
the initiative. “Either we will fight to-
gether or will have no achievements,”
saidHovannisian.

A Monument totheGenocideVictims
Unvelled InRome

A monument to the victims of the 1915 Armenian Genocide was unveiled
in Rome. Armenians living in Rome were discontent with the erection of the
monument to Atatturk in the Italian capital and demanded to respect the memory
of the Armenian victims as well. The city municipality met the claim of the

Armenian community.

The monument was unveiled by the Armenian Ambassador to Italy Ruben
Shugaryan and the representative of the Rome municipality.
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CorruptionanditsCure:

| sthe“ SingaporePhenomena” Suitable
for Armenia?

By Aris Ghazinyan
ArmeniaNow reporter

The current sitting of the National
Assembly of Armeniais debating a pro-
posed bill that would raise saaries of
high-ranking official sby 40 percent. The
proposed raisesarepart of anoverall plan
to curb corruption.

“Official” salariesof state officials
hardly impress. Thejob as President, for
example, pays 400,000 drams per month
—alittlemorethan $1,000. Salariesof the
PrimeMinister, Assembly Speaker, Chair-
man of Constitutional Court are even
more modest, 310,000 drams — about
$835. Regional governorsare paid about
$610 monthly by the state.

By comparison the President of
Georgiamakes $2,400 monthly; Russia,
$6,200; Ukraine, $6,500.

During a recent session, Minister
of Justice David Harutyunyan (whose
official salary is about $815) used
Singapore (with apopulation of 4.4 mil-
lion) asamodel, pointing out that Prime
Minister Li Syan Lun is paid $50,000 a
year.

Political scientist Garegin
Gabrielyan saysthesuppositionthat more
money leads to less corruption pre-sup-
poses that Armenian officials lack the
moral will to resist bribery.

“This initiative of the government
in fact admits that the Armenian official
isnot inclined to declare his profit, likes
to hide hisincomes, to take bribes, to be
apatron of the clan-based economic way
of lifeandfromtimetotimetodestabilize
prices for basic products,” Gabrielyan
says.

“It is remarkable that the parlia-
mentary debate on the question of a40%
raise in salary established as fact their
own involvement in the shadow busi-
ness,” the political analyst notes. “At
least, the motivation of expediency of a
similar reformisofficially presented ex-
actly in the context of struggle against
corruption among top bureaucrats of the
republic. Mentioning ahigh salary of the
prime minister of Singapore seems un-
convincing against this background.”

But the Justice Minister’ s example
isof acountry that has gone from one of
the most, to one of the least corrupt.
Nevertheless, the very history of the
devel opment of that country testifiesthat
it wasthe political will of the authorities
that became the pledge of the state's
prosperity.

Gabrielyan points out that as early
as 1966, a state investigation of corrup-
tion (involving Minister of National De-
velopment Tak Kia Gan) led to his dis-
missal.

“How many similar precedents can
we count during the 15-year history of
independent Armenia?,” theanalyst asks.

In February 2005, when asked why
no Armenian ministers who have been
dismissed on ethics issues have ever
been criminally charged, President Rob-
ert Kocharyan stated: “ A ministerisnota
materially responsible person. He does
not distribute financial and material re-
sources by his personal signature. It is
difficult to prove his abuse of power in
court as it has a mediated nature. The
pointisthat everybody wantsembezzlers
of public fundsand bribe-takersto be put
intojail, but very few peopleareready for
it to happen based on their testimony. In
such cases a court trial often loses per-
spective.”

Meanwhile, in 1975 Singapore's
environment minister Vi Tun Bun was
convicted on criminal charges. For his
assistance in the alocation of land for
construction development he received
two bank transfers of $300,000 each.
After the investigation the culprit was
sentencedto 4.5 yearsin prison and fined
alarge sum of money.

“A new question arisesin thiscon-
nection: who of Armenia’ s high-ranking
officialswhohad(illegally) dlocatedland
was brought to criminal responsibility?’
Gabrielyan asks. “It is aso possible to
cite other examples: the minister of na-
tional development of Singapore TeChing
Vanreceived two bribesof $1 millionfor
allocation of land for the construction of
aresidential estate. Theofficia had pleaded
not guilty until the last moment of the
investigation, and when the date for the
court trial was announced he committed
suicide.”

It isin the soil of such uncompro-
mising struggle that the seeds of today’s
Singapore were sown.

“Alas, from the whole palette of
Singaporeexperience Armenian authori-
ties have chosen only high salaries and
are trying to present to the population
what is called the * Singapore phenom-
enon’ based on this separate factor,”
Gabrielyan says.

If Armeniaisto copy Singapore, it
might beargued that the NA also hear the
words of that country’s chief anti-cor-
ruption official, So Ki Hin: “I think that
there can be only one recipe — it is
necessary to observe laws and to make
their observanceobligatory for al. Noth-
ing can be done in fighting corruption
without strong political will — people
must have belief that the country’ s lead-
ers are honest and not corrupt. If the
president or the primeminister steal, then
it is senseless to fight corruption on a
national scale.”
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Refusal toAcknowledgeAr menian genocide

For theTurkish state,and many Turks,toadmit their forebears
committed genocideissomethingthey will not even consider

By Mathew M callester
Newsday Staff Correspondent

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Mesrob 1,
theArmenian Patriarch of I stanbul andall
Turkey, was silent for a second.

He had just been asked by a re-
porter if heacknowledged that the Arme-
nian genocide happened.

"Uhhhh,” he said, “1 acknowledge
that people were killed.” He was silent
again. “Many peoplelost their lives.”

More uneasy silence followed.

This from a man whose paternal
grandfather was the only one of six
ethnic Armenian brothersto makeit back
to Istanbul after being, as he put it,
“deported to the Syrian desert” in 1915.
They were among more than a million
ethnic Armenianswho suffered asimilar
fate at the hands of Ottoman Turks: They
were rounded up, deported to concentra-
tion camps and, for the most part, killed.

" So severe has been the treatment
that careful estimates place the number
of survivors at only 15 percent of those
originally deported,” the U.S. consul in
Aleppo wroteto the State Department in
1915 in a dispatch quoted in a recent
articleinTheNew Y orker magazine.“ On
thisbasisthe number surviving even this
far being less than 150,000 ... there
seems to have been about 1,000,000
persons lost up to this date.”

What Mesrob 11, who will meet the
visiting Pope Benedict XVI today in
Istanbul, could not or would not say was
that the Turks of the then-Ottoman Em-
pire committed genocide against the Ar-
menians who lived in modern-day Tur-
key. For the Turkish state, and many
Turks, to admit their forebears commit-
ted genocide is something they will not
even consider, and it makes many Turks
extremely angry even to suggest the
genocide happened.

Authors and journalists, including
Nobel Prize winning novelist Orhan
Pamuk, have been prosecuted for sug-
gesting it took place. But for the 65,000
ethnic Armenians — mostly Orthodox
Christians— who livein this country of
70 million Muslims, to speak publicly of
genocide would not be just brave, but
potentially suicidal.

"Probably the state wouldn’t do
anythingdirectly except makesomestate-
ment” if Mesrob was to say there had
beenagenocide, said Murat Belge, oneof
Pamuk’ s publishers and an organizer of
an unprecedented conferencelast year in
Istanbul about the genocide.

"Very likely he would be assassi-
nated by somefascists,” continued Belge,
who was himself prosecuted under a
controversial law last year for writing
critical articlesabout acourt’ sbanonthe
conference. “The Patriarchate would be
burned down. A lot of Armenianswould
be shot in their daily lives.”

Mesrob, inaninterview at thewell-
guarded Armenian Patriarchate in
Istanbul, said many different peoples,
governments, political parties and even
his own Armenian Patriarchate should
share the blame for what happened in
1915. He said he believed the best way
for Turks and Armenians to reconcileis
for Turkey to openitsborder with Arme-
nia and for the two countries to encour-
age exchange visits and other ways of
generating mutual sympathy.

"It's not a matter of being silent
about theissue,” hesaid. “It’ samatter of
how can you make friends with some-
one. Do you from the first moment
simply confront the person?’

If it's not silence, then it's a prag-
matic sort of self-censorship. Growing up,
Mesrob' sfather never talked to him about
what happened to the previous generation,
he said. “I think they didn’'t want usto be
a odds with our Muslim neighbors.”

That parenting method continues
today among the ethnic Armenians in
Turkey, Mesrob said. “We don't tell our
children about historical problems so
they won't face problems.”

The Turkish government’s posi-
tion on the events of 1915 is that the
peoplewho died in theregion at thetime
died as aresult of inter-ethnic fighting,
disease and hardships caused by war.

More than 20 countries have offi-
cially recognized the genocide, ashavea
majority of the 50 states in the United
States, including New York. It is long-
standing State Department policy not to
refer to the events of 1915 as genocide;
many critics of this policy see it as a
politically expedient way of avoidingalien-
ating acrucial American ally.

Most Western historians agree the
genaocide happened. Last year, the Inter-
national Association of Genocide Schol-
ars wrote to Turkey’s prime minister,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, about it, con-
cluding: “We believethat it is clearly in
the interest of the Turkish people and
their future as a proud and equal partici-
pantininternational, democraticdiscourse
to acknowledge the responsibility of a
previous government for the genocide of
the Armenian people, just asthe German
government and people have done in the
case of the Holocaust.”

Such an acknowledgement will not
come easily or quickly — if at all.

"Until the 1980s there was a total
lossof memory,” said aTurkish political
powerbroker who requested anonymity
because of the topic’s sensitivity. “No-
body talked about this. It was the policy
of the omnipotent state not to talk about
anything negative.”

Last year's conference in Istanbul
and a growing concern about the issue
within Europe — a recent French law
makes it a crime to deny the genocide
happened— havemoved Turkey slightly
closer to coming to terms with its past.

"The skeletons are there and they
have not vanished,” the Turkish
powerbroker said. “Now we are going to
open the cupboard.”

If Turkey is to gain entry to the
European Union, it likely will haveto ac-
knowledgeitsactionsin 1915 — athough
Turkey accepting the word “genocide’
could forever remain a sticking point.

Egemen Bagis, foreign policy ad-
viser to Erdogan, saidinaninterview that
last year Erdogan made an offer to the
Armenian president: Both countrieswould
establish an independent investigative
commission and open up all countries
archives in order to establish what hap-
pened.

"No other politician in Turkey’s
history has ever said he is ready to face
his own history,” Bagis said.

But when asked if he recognized
that a genocide took place, Bagis re-
sponded quickly: “1 don't.”
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L ectureon Ottoman Ar menian Photogr aphs
InGetty Museum

Van Aroian of Worcester, MA,
will give an illustrated lecture on “A
World in Transition: Armeniansin the
Ottoman Photographs Collection of the
Getty Museum,” at the Ararat-Eskijian
Museum, 15105 Mission Hills Road,
Mission Hills, CA, on Sunday, Decem-
ber 3, at 3:30 p.m. The lecture will be
co-sponsored by the Museum and the
National Associationfor Armenian Stud-
ies and Research (NAASR).

The Getty Museum in Los Ange-
les, California, houses the Getty Re-
search Library, which contains an im-
pressive collection of Ottoman photo-
graphs. Thiscollectionisaninvaluable
resource for Ottoman scholars, eth-
nographers, historiansof Ottoman pho-
tography, and students of Armenian
Ottoman life. Furthermore, this collec-
tion providesaval uableresourcefor an
investigator interestedindevel opingthe
significant contribution of Armenian
photographers to the early develop-
ment of photography throughout the
Ottoman Empire.

Sampling of an Important Collec-
tion

Theprogramwill provideavisual
presentation and sampling of the Otto-
man photo collection at the Getty Re-
search Institute, with a focus on its
Armenian flavor and contributions. On
afundamental level thiscollection pro-
videsinvestigatorswith arare opportu-
nity actually to see aspects of Ottoman
life and culture - a presentation of a
world in transition captured for suc-
ceeding generations. These photoswill

provide us the opportunity to walk
down memory lane and share together
some social and historic commentary.

Van Aroian spent some six weeks
in 1999-2001 looking through the
Getty’s Ottoman photograph collec-
tion. He first presented the results of
his investigations into the Getty’s col-
lectionin an articlein NAASR’ s Jour-
nal of Armenian Studies (vol. 7, no.1,
Fall-Winter 2002-2003) entitled “ Otto-
man Photographs at the J. Paul Getty
Research Institute: Armenian Themes
and Contributions.” There he offered
an overview of the collection and pro-
vided detailed analyses of several pho-
tographs of direct or indirect relevance
to the Armenians.

Aroian earned a BA at Boston
University and MA in Middle Eastern
Studies at Harvard University. He was
afellow in Urban Geography at Clark
University and an Urban Planner and
Deputy Director of the Worcester Re-
development Authority. Helater joined
his brother in-law, Kevork, and wife
Mary Balekdjian Aroian in importing
and retailing Oriental carpets. He is
currently a member of the NAASR
Board of Directors.

Moreinformationon Aroian’ slec-
ture may be had by calling 617-489-
1610, by fax at 617-484-1759, by e-
mail at hg@naasr.org, or by writing to
NAASR, 395 Concord Ave., Belmont,
MA 02478; or by contacting the Ararat-
Eskijian Museum at 818-838-4862 or
by e-mail at aem@ararat-eskijian-
museum.com.

Easter n DioceseJoinsM onmouth UniversityIn
OrganizingArmenianAlphabet Event

The Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America (Eastern) recently
joinedMonmouthUniversityinWestLong
Branch, NJ, to celebrate the beauty and
lasting power of the Armenian alphabet.

As part of the 1,600th anniversary
of the creation of the aphabet by St.
Mesrob Mashdots, the Diocese and uni-
versity joinedtogetherinorganizing” Ar-
menian Alphabet in Word and Image: A
1,600th Anniversary Exhibition,” featur-
ing unigue artifacts highlighting the im-
portance of the alphabet in thelife of the
Armenian people. It ran from November
6 to 9, 2006.

“Our alphabetisuniquely tiedtoall
aspectsof our heritage,” said Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the East-
ern Diocese. “Working with our new
friendsat Monmouth University, wecre-
atedacompelling exhibit that highlighted
the fact that our alphabet has been the
keystonetothecontinuanceof our unique
Armenian Christian heritage.”

Theexhibit included artifactsfrom
the Diocesan collection dating from the
17th century, along with items|oaned by
Congressman Frank Pallone of New Jer-
sey. Theitemshel ped explaintheorigins
of the alphabet, theinventor of theal pha-
bet, itsimportancein religious practices,
and historical examples of various styles
and forms of script.

The exhibit came about by chance.
Thebrother of GildaBuchakjian-Kupdian,
Diocesan coordinator of Armenian stud-
ies, mentionedtoanofficial at Monmouth
that his sister worked in education. He
introduced the two, and the week-long
exhibit was the result, thanks to a dedi-

cated committee of Diocesan staff,
Monmouth University leaders, and pa
rishioners from the St. Stepanos Church
of Elberon, NJ.

“1 am exhilarated about the whole
exhibit,” Buchakjian-Kupeliansaid.“ The
fact that we have come out of our en-
claveto present oneof theliving vestiges
of our heritage to the general public
makes this exhibit special.”

Along with the public exhibition of
artifacts, the week included a keynote
address by historian Aram Arkun on
November 8, 2006. Morethan 100 people
joined the Primate at the lecture in the
university’s Wilson Hall, including
Monmouth University President Paul
Gaffney, Armenia s Ambassador to the
United Nations Armen Martirosyan, and
Kevork and Sirvart Hovnanian.

A doctoral candidate in Armenian
history at the University of Californiain
Los Angeles, Arkun is a specialist in
Armenian history. Heisal so editor of the
literary quarterly Ararat and secretary of
the board of directors of the Armenian
Center at ColumbiaUniversity. Hismain
area of study is on the Armenians of
northern Cilicia after World War 1.

He spoke of how the Armenian
alphabet played an important rolein the
development and maintenance of the
Armenian identity for over 16 centuries.
“Perhaps no other people are as attached
totheir alphabet asthe Armenians,” Arkun
said. “What other background displays
its a phabet in the home, like a work of
art, the way Armenians do?’

Thelink between Monmouth Uni-
versity and the Armenian community

Dilijan Chamber MusicSeries Holiday Concertto
FeatureChildren,Humor

LOSANGELES-- A new work for
violin and piano by 11-year-old Orange
County resident Vartan Simonyanwill be
performed by the Glendale-based Lark
Conservatory students at the Dilijan
Chamber Music Series’ Holiday Concert
on December 17, 2006 at Zipper Hall in
downtown Los Angeles. The program
will also feature Roland Kato' s arrange-
ment of Prokofiev’s Music for Children,
a storytelling act from bass virtuoso
Richard Hartshorne (“Dobbs”), and
Schubert’s “Trout” Quintet. Performers
include pianist Norman Krieger, violist
Paul Coletti, cellist Timothy Landauer,
bassoonist Rose Corrigan, and violinist
Movses Pogossian, Artistic Director of
the series.

Highlights of the 2006/07 season
include three world premieres commis-
sioned by the Dilijan Series, and appear-
ances by distinguished musicians such
asAni Kavafian, AllanVogel, IdaLevin,
Michele Zukovsky and Antonio Lysy,
among others. In January, Gaudeamus
International Competition winner and

Grammy nominee, soprano Tony Arnold,
presents Gyérgy Kurtdg’'s monumental
Kafka Fragments (1985) for voice and
violin, with Movses Pogossian on the
violin. The March program welcomes
the AppleHill Chamber Players, known
throughout the globe for their high
quality music-making, as well as their
heralded“Playing for Peace” initiative.
The final concert of the season, in
commemoration of the 92" anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide, fea-
tures world-renowned violist Kim
Kashkashian in a program of music by
Tigran Mansurian.

Founded by members of the Glen-
dale, California-based Lark Musica So-
ciety, theDilijan Chamber Seriesisdedi-
cated to showcasing masterpieces of
Western classical music, aswell as pro-
moting Armenian chamber music. Tick-
ets are available by calling (818) 572-
5438, or at the door. Inquiries can be
addressed to
press.dilijan@larkmusi cal soci ety.com, or
movses.dilijan@larkmusical society.com.

Vartan Oskanian: GenocideRecognition by Turkey 3
| sNot Precondition For Armenia

Continued from pagel

bornin Syria, denied any gulf between
Y erevanand Armeniansof theDiaspora,
who outnumber their threemillion com-
patriotsin Armeniaand havebeen at the
forefront of a worldwide recognition
campaign. “It’ sthe moral obligation of
every Armenian in Diaspora and in
Armenia to remember and to pursue
recognition because we think that will
be the minimum compensation after
almost 100 years,” said the51-year-old
minister.

"Today we pursue recognition in
different countriesthroughtheir parlia-
ments and that can only be pursued by
their countries’ citizens.”

Oskanian tried to allay concerns
that recognition could lead to claims
for compensation. “ Armeniatoday has
on its foreign policy agenda only the
issue of genocide recognition. That’s
what we are after as a nation,” he said.
But he admitted that the conflict in

Nagorno-Karabakh posed a major ob-
stacle for ties with Turkey. Ankara's
“unequivocal solidarity with Azerbaijan
also works against Turkey because it
underminestheir credibility and weight
in the Caucasus ... and their claim to be
a bridge between East and West”, he
charged.

Oskanian dismissed any similar-
ity between Karabakh and a self-de-
clared Turkish Cypriot statelet in north
Cyprus, insisting the former emerged
from the collapse of the Soviet Union
and the latter from a recognized UN
member state. He acknowledged that
Cyprus, with itsdivision, and Armenia
were proving obstacles to Turkey's
ambition to join the European Union,
but denied the two countries were
working against Ankara.

"The purpose of our visit (to
Cyprus) wasto activate economic ties.
We do have common issues we dis-
cussed but we never ganged up against
anyone,” Oskanian said.

Aliyev SaysK arabakh TalksIn‘Final Stage’

Continued from pagel

Security Council should beimplemented.
Azerbaijan’s land should be vacated by
the occupying forces, and more than 1
million of our citizens should be able to
return to their lands.

"Again, Azerbaijan’s position has
not changed. [Azerbaijan’ g] territorial in-
tegrity should be restored and within that
[restoration], the people who live in
Nagorno-Karabakh should be given the
highest status for self-rule.”

Aliyev had strong praisefor therole
international mediatorshavehadintrying
to resolve the dispute. The OSCE Minsk

group, co-chaired by representatives of
Russia, the United States, and France,
has overseen negotiations since the 1994
cease-fire went into effect.

" Respected international organiza-
tions saying that the issue should be
resolved within the principle of our terri-
torial integrity — of coursethisapproach
strengthens our position,” Aliyev said.
“Generally, every issue should be re-
solved in keeping with international law
and norms. No issue can be resolved
outside of this approach. Because the
creation of any kind of precedent can
also create problems in the future for
other countries.”

arose through Dr. Tavit Ngjarian, a uni-
versity trustee who hasworked to estab-
lish an Armenian institute at the institu-
tion. Congressman Pallone recently re-
quested $500,000 in federal funding for
the project.

“This is a wonderful start of a
journey between Monmouth University

and the Armenian community,” said Dr.
Saliba Salasar, the associate vice presi-
dent for academic program initiatives at
Monmouth University whose introduc-
tion to Gilda Buchakjian-Kupelian initi-
ated planning for the exhibit. * What bet-
ter way than to celebrate the Armenian
aphabet.”
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AGBU Generation Next
Mentorship Program

Holiday FUNdraiser

Comedy Show and Mixer
with Lory Tatoulian

Support the next Generation
by suppu_rting Generation Next!

$20.00 Donation

Friday, December 8, 2006
8:00pm - 10:00pm

In the famous Ardavazt Theatre
AGBU Pasadena Alex Manoogian Center

2495 E. Mountain St.,
Pasadena, CA 91104

Buy your tickets in advance at:
626 794 7942 or www.agbugennext.org

NEW YEAR'S EVE
DINNER-DANCE

ORGANIZED BY AGBU - AYA
GLENDALE-PASADENA CHAPTER

EHTEDTE}HMEHT
SURPRISES

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2006
8:00pM

AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER

2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET
PASADENA, CA 91104

Music by D] Heartbeat
Catering by La Fogata

Special Program and Menu tor

Children in a Separate Hall

Adults §75
Children |2 and under $35
Children 5 and under Free

RSVP - LIMITED SEATING
Call the AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
(626) 794-794.2

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

&

?@m @5”@ CROWNE PLAZA

i ANDELES

HOTELS K RESDAT

6131 E Telegraph Rd. + Commeance, TA D000+ 323.721.2 100 7148792100 = commeroaiasina.cdm

[

Bank of Orange County ks a full service bank prepared to

Contact:

Gus Ghusayni

Senior Vice President
411 M. Cantral Avamnua

mieet the needs of both small and large businesses.
BANK of ORANGE COUNTY  ormmercial Real Estate

-".. .""\. larm
G BOC

Free Business Checking

aans and Lines L
} Glendale, CA 91203

bankoforangeoounty.com

[818) 548-27 3]

High Rate Money Marker



