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FOR RESERVATIONS

CONTACT: Razmig B16-590-2824

HOMENMEN

FPRESENTS

piG peafll LVO7T

January 13-15, 2007

HOMENMENM is hosting it's annual Big Bear Winter Trip. Bring your family and friends
along and join the fun from Saturday January 13 to Monday January 15
(Martin Luther King Holiday)

125/Adult
85/Child

Includes:
Room/Board
Food
Games

Live Music
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BLUE CROSS T Share

5 EEEF' and HMO FLANS 200

Now Awvarlable

Featuring PlanScape®
Keeping Californians Covered...

The iner of Blue ™

Health coverage for every househaold
member and every household budget:
Affordable plans for the whole family.

Hlue Cross of Calfomia and BC Lfe & Health Insurance Company are ndependent koensens of the Blue Cross
fesooation. The Blue Gross name and symbol ane registered servioe marks of the Blue Cross fesociation

HightHlan PP 40

ULAPUDEGS Lk

Hl 73-200%

2O

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES
BEDROS SIAMANTO

MARONIAN

818-500-9585 b5k Broadvay, Glandsls YT
ONE EIGHT HUNDHRED FOUR "HAI-TAD"

AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR BLUE CROSS OF CALIFORNIA LIC. # 0434056

]
Blua Cross
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 WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE/

Johnnie Walker Black # Grey Goose & Stolichnaya §

750ml 750ml 1.75L .
$19.99 $2099 &  $17.99 %
Johnnie Walker Gold # Belvedere Stolichnaya

750ml @ 750ml 750ml

$44.99 i $21.99 $13.99

Johnnie Walker Red & Sauza Tres Generaciones  Absolut

$44.49 i $20 99! $13. 99%' .

Johnnie Walker Green &  Sauza Tres Generaclunes Level

$34.99 | 522.933

gt_ . ffngilw

750ml ¥

$47.99

Johnnie Walker B3¢k & Russian Standard §  Patron Silver
$47.99 5 $1349 & $339 M
$139.99 , $1749 y $16-99 9
HennessyVs [  Hennessy V?ﬁ e
S s § s &

52049

1801 E. Washingfon Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104
Liguor (626) 794-T026 » Tobacco (626) T97-0500
Cormer of Allen & Wacehington « Open Monday=—Saiurday 9 am - B pm
Wi missionliquor.com

*Winimum ©2 Bote ki & Match » Ths ad espires on 002407 & 'We reserve he nght (o limil quantes & Sales b esdudesd » Prces subjs o changes without robce & No chacs or oredd cands




t2 8 - GURUM@, 3nrunrur 13, 2007

uuuru

QUNHIU.3hL

LAU ULatsLNUh U3 LN3rernr durqaurusvh
ouuituL UrESnrue

LhuSU FU.vSBLEUY

vuuvuyumnursear SULNEU

«‘Fp[uunnu U‘iuul_ |73 gwlmbb-
gue,,, Qbigh Uksfr Uks Urbnfiu, .. »
[Putipp, dwpnfly ppupne wgumbo
hp nhpeiby, pugy wgu whgud finp-

llnLllE fl[1 40[1 bL I.YO[1 46"1, 4”’{[IL-
zle”L Lbﬂqw!”LF[le’E, ly”q_bpﬂL
ilnLthle”L l]lllm”Lg”LIYE, sz”l{-
qbufr quypnyfPp ke wpu prpnpp
fumpmnbp qhgkgfly bpahgngme-
ke prpp lpmpby o Flcibpr -
prlpiitibipp i bplp S kgl fil

Vwlljuyympinkqh wymbpinlbpp bynjph yyuhn G

pllbph B np  webmbS ppbiyg
wiidby Sngpibpkis pping wilbn
punbpm be Sulilpulpts ybyumf &g
p fnpdbip Suntiby PE[FbSES pu-
lﬂL l.llc{ll_ OP[;[T”L [llﬂ[14l‘1L[1lI_ﬂll:
Vgl BumSmdibpn, Sks
CwpwF, Molpnkd php 16f wnwou-

:Pun_iuup Jﬁumﬁg /73 uu)’Fn:ZgLul[mil,
b[ou'ZLnnL[c'HnuiJ nLunngnLCﬁ ' 8[1[[’
lLLLI[1[lJ1L4[I ﬂluuluuuuwplnub[l g =
ill.ul[ﬁ upwbzblﬁ Eill[li[nul[gnl_ﬁbwlf 223

U Luilllwuiwlnnt:.lﬁ uiwuuuu[um-
tunnne Sply. Uniny Quiguidbuiif
O[1[1Ll.l.l2l ullumzwﬁ Filw[_'wi:nzl /73
Fmpl‘l ll.l.lllnLlllﬂ[l [uouglipnt[ ul[ul.ué
4wiul_[1unl_[:7[11_ilﬁ, llli[lg QL llwp-
o"ul[uuill‘lu SiloptilnLCﬁ ' anwgﬁbw-
guipng #n!p Lnl_u[uu![l D‘iliul_lnuil
quﬁwi:gi:bpnz[: U anp4uu_n[1b5

buwfi: Uinbp pdpnfulibght 3-5

uuupbl[wil l[lngp[ll[illipnl_ illipqul!lll-
HnLglllb' iy UES ]1]n[14n1_[nl_ﬁ... L
uu_bu‘l l[ﬂ 4Lloluuiu.ul1 73 l[’[uhuuuuu-

lﬂlllll[llluilllllﬂﬂLilbﬂﬂLil l;L ﬂLHﬂLH—
sl friabpmts by wils gl fip

LﬂpﬂLtﬂ IYLllilﬂLqilbpﬂL lﬂﬂLlllé’ y
sl ;

S, P dwpdwpwifi Swlilju-
wpmpunkgl b pfpe wgmbhipniib-
e, fp ubplpu gl « Sl gl py
‘YE Eo Jﬁzm wt{o"lfél.ul[wil‘ *ﬂpl‘lumn-
Une Fhwdp: SunpSpe Sl -
lﬂtq[l ﬂLllﬂLgZﬂLq[lilbpﬂL l?bé’ 41.u17-
Lbplugmgnegfils wyny opbpne qhuy-
4[1bzu11.u[[[l uu_l;mnl_lfﬂ, U'l.uilnL[l 3[1-

iy fr Lppl Swdwp, npnc wpnne -
np l[lu!blbg[lil uu?lznllg 174-[[ duwdf;

LvuluurEuruuvk

Cuuvnhunr@hrLL
bgue fr 8fp phpbpm] fwpdwpuif
G fulpfils g pPuibmsewpntsbpp: Pbl-
nbdphp 21p, ghgkgply wnf[¢ dph
bp dpwupl pudibn upwishf
bpblyng 31, pod pg fuishs progf U b -
Sp Uibqbwl, guimguts g ib-

Gup.p kg 19

3IN4QC. S. MUNreES 6. 4N 6NPESBUL INALHNN
INdhFC YL LeuLuunkh dUUUShLU3P UNFNA
arhraNN LNFUUFNPP IU38. 6UE1E8HN3

Shrupumypte  Udbphlymf
Upbie Sunbiwts a3 fo Ureoasars proposspross=
Luiyng Nunnpfrsppre [Fhuls Yppog
Bulpnpbuty U puwput Fiwt Y-
pud, Zngp. S, Nwpln T, dpg.
bpkyliwits, Fhulpny Ura@inpg Sy,
S. 3nlliuuil apgblqﬁul[nlqnu Y 4‘[1m4‘[1-
buiip hrgSE Zrghinp Srffep Gpu-
illllqﬂngll.lL ¢l.lll.lllllﬂ[lill.ll![l UﬂLPF
Fpfanp Locumnppy Suygy. Ghbnky-
Ly

Suyp Uncppp pp spugmolip
uuuuiuﬁllig 3nLilnLul[1 8[121, 2007: I'lu[[
14fs1s, 2007: Uprspprgre [Fiwsitsg yfunfs
iuu[u:.u:yuCt ulllllgilﬂ[lll_ Upquwb
’”uuuzmoil[l zwumwuufwil I]lllpll,E,'

Y6LUUS-rNRP-PRY 2N9C. S.

Wwres ov. drr. GreEselvh
gnqp. S, Nwpbn U. dpg.
bﬂtgbl.llil, lllLll.lqulil[l l.llilﬂLilﬂll h]ll.l-
sply, STnud £ BpnaunhS, 1946p5: by
gty g dupadfits SEQ ke
l.llllill.l Eilll_ﬂLilﬂLlllé' t J'll.llll.llilq_lllLﬂ-
1966p% Upbyuy dbninugpnoms  E
bﬂﬂLllll.lthly [1 (”l"l”[’[l’w['.g' b‘p gwill[ul-
spounnmly 8. Gafrk Up pluyfruloynu

SEpunkpbuiif &bn_LULYF: huly ll_t.ulnyu-
1968[121: llwi:@!;i: ill?pu I[Luluub' £
HﬂLHﬁZ d‘ll.lllll.lilq.l.llLﬂpl.llH llluptfl.llﬂl.ll-
Ukt Lbpu ke wmapf dpy wy Shums
Uppryg Prupgidutigug dmpdupubf,
¢ Glhbinbgpubipne Qunfusg fump S yfils
I,]n[14nl_[111_[l Sonn '”l.mlliumﬁilgﬁ q-uul-
el Prfuitinpy hupuyghip Quy Su-
Stopkls drgrffy whigund: Swpp Sp
l[uu?LUan qbﬂlllﬂll q’ﬂLllllIil[l b[1I1Ll.llll-
qbidfy Sunmunn 2 fieafigubing s SE9,
qkidfs Up9-Ypotumlyunts puits & furse o~
gl b Ukpduwenp Upboky pf Glybnk-
hqprvp hp ek Gplnuf,
ke Gprcuugbs i Ushpflyborss Q-
(L8 SEQ* Sk s Ruspgus puslyurts

Gpfuitddpugppumuly S, brfok
[Plusp ke Zuygg., Glhbnlkgeng Upkek)-
bty /3-1;;}’[, an_wgiln["[.' 9-1;[12, S.

Gup.pkpl5

mNLUN3s ygarnuuuuu durguruvh
120-U.UGULUP KULNPUUFNP
UFULLAUUUL AUGUUP MUX

8MLUE® LULILLSBUY

Swubibwliubp  yuwpniinuly Suiy
fJupdwpwlip owmwmp wipbpne o pug
St b wpubué Swy Sinmenpu-
huwitibpp, Swgpbinnulp wiiSunntibpp
Zbil ml[ul[uugl.ub‘ /7] zbil Efll[ﬁnuu&
pugned gdncwpnd [Fluiibpne be wp=

up Quwlipbpnd hp Spdunch Qnjunyg
Sngwlpmnp Yhgpninulpul o wpdw-
["”Z’E 1886[121: z[llmlllll,[lpzlban J[un-
2k sbkp whighbip, np 120 umupf binp,
prugdwlwgup Sl Showenpd [Fhut
fpuyg, [nu Uubhnu pumpuphts 49
Ungl fupduputif nnfulifils uwtibpp,
Doy U o [Fhwts g prbnulput

Injuwhwy Uhn pbwl YbnpnGuljuG Jupdupulh 8wlélu fni dph
wlinuulibpp b yjunnniniwé ypgpmlunmpinGbpp

ghypubipne qfidwy, npodibnke L
SwiLunnmu (fil ( e phn hp Sw vl )
Sungbigh quumnfriopulod [Fhouts fupb-
copne [Fhwl, dbp wgqfils be o yuilyng-
[5([12! EZI&'IJJJLUF&FE[”L, unulnll [u)’u.l-
guilpls Swfwyunnuu il upngne-
b p odinnemS Sw gy upiinn
£ g [
2 pgwiuul_w[unzllip 3
wy Smmwenpulwmtiiibpne b
Sy rh r

Juspdupuitsf Suits & fur Spfr o o=
Quits witipunifslipr, qlingligliop bt wyfunfs
Upbt wwligulyrts padwlf wwlp,
bng = Yl priulpts Ygeufits f wp-
Fuspusfs:

Gup.p kg 19



Massis....,

Volume 26, No. 49

Saturday, JANUARY 13, 2007

Opposition Leadersin NewAllianceTalks

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s leading
opposition forces are holding negotia-
tions on the possibility of forming new
alliances ahead of next spring’s parlia-
mentary el ections, their leaderstold RFE/
RL on Monday.

Artashes Geghamian, theleader of
the National Unity Party (AMK), indi-
cated in particular that heis considering
ways of teaming up with another oppo-
sition heavyweight, Stepan Demirchian,
and his People’'s Party of Armenia
(HZhK).

“There have been some discus-
sionsonsuchpossibility withthePeople' s
Party,” he said. “We have primarily
talked about doing everything to ensure
that the upcoming elections are demo-
cratic and preventing falsifications.”

Geghamian declined to give fur-
ther details, and HZhK leaders could not
be immediately reached for comment.

Geghamian and Demirchian have
had an uneasy personal rapport, falling
out during the presidential elections of
February-March 2003 when they were
Robert Kocharian’ smainoppositionchal -
lengers. The two men joined forces a
year later to lead an ill-fated opposition
attempt to force Kocharian into resigna-
tion with a campaign of street protests.
The failure of the campaign opened a
new rift between them.

It seemedtohavedeepenedinMay
last year when Demirchian accused the

outspoken AMK |eader of lyingabout his
late father and the HZhK’s founder,
Karen Demirchian. Geghamian was
quick to try to mend fences with his
Demirchian at thetime. Itisnot yet clear
if the two leaders are prepared to again
have another, more radical opposition-
ist, Aram Sarkisian of theHanrapetutyun
(Republic) party, on board.

Sarkisian claimed that he is aso
involved in the ongoing talks. “Forma-
tion of alliances is always much easier
ahead of elections,” hesaid. “1 amreally
delightedwiththecurrent negotiationsin
terms of their quality and responses of
opposition leaders.”

Sarkisian added that the talks
have so far focused on the nomination
of singleopposition candidatesinall of
Yerevan's 15 electoral districts. He
would not be drawn on chances of a
new broad-based opposition alliance
emerging soon in place of the largely
moribund Artarutyun (Justice) led by
Demirchian.

Meanwhile, thereisalso growing
talk of another major electoral alliance
that could be led by former parliament
speaker Artur Baghdasarian and the
former commander of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s army, Samvel Babayan.
Amongtheir potential alliesistheUnion
for Constitutional Rights(SIM), asmall
opposition party affiliated with
Artarutyun.

President Bush ResubmitsHoagland Nomination
For U.S.Ambassador TOArmenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- President George W. Bush on Tuesday re-
nominated Richard Hoagland as ambassador to Armenia whose confirmation
was blocked by Senate Democrats in the last Congress.

The White House announced the submission of Hoagland despite callshy
top Democrats to withdraw the nomination because of his refusal to call the
World War I-erakillings of Armenians genocide.

Senator Robert Menendez, a Democrat, blocked the nomination after

ArmeniansCelebrateChristmas
TheFeast of Holy Nativity in the M other See of

ETCHMIADZIN --

Holy Etchmiadzin

On January 6, the world-
wideArmenianChurchcel- |
ebrated the Holy Nativity
and Theophany of Jesus |
Christ. At dusk on January

Divine Liturgy was cel- [§
ebrated in the Mother Ca-
thedral of Holy Etchmiadzin
under the presidency of His |
Holiness Karekin 11, Su-
preme Patriarch and
Catholicosof All Armenians. |
Withtheparticipation of the 415
members of the Brother-
hood of Holy Etchmiadzin | &
and hundreds of faithful, [®
His Eminence Archbishop
Nerses Bozabalian cel-
ebrated the liturgy.

Followingtheliturgy,
theCatholicosof All Arme-
nians proclaimed the good
news of the Nativity and ja
Theophany throughout the
sanctuary: “Christ is Born
and Revealed! Gladtidings
to you and us.” The court-
yard of theMother Seewas
filled withthelight of candles, whichthe
faithful carried to their homesto illumi-
nate their hearths with the life-giving
light of the Lord’s Nativity.

On the morning of January 6, His
HolinessKarekin | celebrated aPontifi-
cal Divine Liturgy in the Cathedral of
Holy Etchmiadzin onthe occasion of the
Holy Nativity and Theophany of Christ.
Under the singing of church hymns, the
festive procession of deacons, priests
and bishopsled the Armenian Pontiff to
theMother Cathedral to celebrateDivine

re P8

‘iﬂi

HisHolinessKarekin Il offeringtheserviceof
Blessing of the Waters

Liturgy and deliver his message to all
Armenians dispersed throughout the
world on the occasion of the holy feast.

In his message, His Holiness ex-
horted thefaithful to becomenew again,
live with love and trust in God: “The
arrival of the Savior was proclaimed to
al; but it was not in al hearts that the
birth of the Savior of theworld was acce
ted with joy. With the intent of assassi-
nating the Newborn Jesus, Herod mas-

Continued on page4

Hoagland' s refusal to use the word genocide at his confirmation hearing in
June. Bush needed to resubmit the nomination, because it effectively expired
at the end of the previous Congress in December. Menendez and the Senate’s
top Democrat, Harry Reid, wrotealetter to U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice in early December asking the Bush administration to withdraw the

Orhan Pamuk AttacksOppression of | ntellectuals
in Turkey

ISTANBUL -- Writer and Nobel

nomination.

The Bush administration has warned that even congressional debate on
the genocide question could damage relations with Turkey.

U.S. CongressToMull NewArmenian GenocideBill

WASHINGTON, DC -- Buoyed
by the Democratic takeover of the U.S.
Congress, pro-Armenian members of
the House of Representatives will re-
introduce this month a draft resolution
recognizingtheWorldWar |-erakillings
of Armenians in Ottoman Turkey as
genocide.

Their Armenian-American back-
ers are confident that the new House
leadership will not seek to block the bill
which is certain to anger Turkey and
prompt strong objections from the ad-
ministration of President George W.
Bush.

Its language is expected to be vir-
tually identical with that of two resolu-

tionsthat wereoverwhelmingly approved
by the House International Relations
Committee in September 2005. Their
passage by the full House was subse-
quently thwarted by the White House
and leaders of the then Republican ma-
jority in Congress. One of those resolu-
tions was co-sponsored by 140 law-
makers and called on Bush to “accu-
rately characterize the systematic and
deliberate annihilation of 1,500,000 Ar-
menians as genocide.”

The new House speaker, Nancy
Pelosi, is alongtime advocate of Arme-
nian issues who has supported such

Continued on page4

Prizewinner Orhan Pamuk used aday as
guest editor of a newspaper to highlight
oppression of intellectuals in his native
Turkey.

Mr. Pamuk, who has a degree in
journalism, wasaskedtoedit theRadikal
daily as part of its 10th anniversary
celebrations.

His cover story accused the Turk-
ish state of suppressing free expression
and oppressing dissident thinkers. Mr.
Pamuk, an acclaimed novelist, isacon-
troversia figure in Turkey. He is the
author of works such as Snow and My
NamelsRed, andin 2006 wonthe Nobel
Prizefor literature. A year earlier, hehad
faced chargesof “insulting Turkishness’
over comments on the mass killing of
Kurdsand Ottoman Armenians, charges
which were later dropped.

His cover article quoted a 1951
story about Turkish poet Nazim Hikmet,
declared atraitor and imprisoned for his

Nobel Prizewinner Orhan Pamuk

left-wing views, in which the public
were urged “to spit in his face”. “This
expression... summarises the unchang-
ing placeof writersand artistsintheeyes
of the state and the press,” the cover
story said.

Other articles on his front page
included a piece on the low percentage
of women in politics and reactions to
video footage of former Iragi President
Saddam Hussein’ s execution.
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|sThereAnother Reason Why Iranian Gasl sNot
SuppliedtoArmenia?

James Hakopyan
Lragir.am

Instead of gasquestions
are coming through the Iran-
Armeniagaspipeline, and the
efforts to find their answers
form astrangepictureturning
the “project of the century”
for Armeniaintothe puzzle of
the century. When the agree-
ment on the construction of
thegaspipelinewassignedin
Y erevan, thepartiesstated that [
the pipelinewould operatefrom January
2007. Afterwards the Armenian party
mentioned a definite day when the pipe-
line would be opened: December 20,
2006. The Armenian party used to say
until that day that the construction of the
pipeline keeps up with the schedule and
is even faster. In other words, we could
goto bedintheevening and maketeaon
the Iranian gas in the morning. On De-
cember 20 we woke up, and the Arme-
nian party stated that the construction
has finished, but it will not be operated
because Iran has not finished the try-
out. The foreign minister of Armenia
stated that the pi pelinewoul d perhapsbe
operated in the new year. It means in
spring. And Prime Minister Andranik
Margaryan stated before the Armenian
New Y ear that when the Armenian party
saidthegaspipelinewould open Decem-
ber 20, they did not take into account
that the Iranian calendar is different.

Perhaps only Artashes Tumanyan
knew, who was the co-chair of the Iran-
Armenia commission, but he was dis-
missed, so hedid not tell that I ran counts
New Year differently than we. How-
ever, it has become clear recently that
even in this circumstance the Iranian
side managed everything in time. The
Iran Daily published the interview of
Mohammad Reza L orzadeh responsible
for thethelran-Armeniaproject withthe
ILNA agency where he stated that the
Iranian party has completed the neces-
sary work and spotted all the necessary
equipment. According to Radio Liberty,
Lorzadeh assured that the Iranian side
fulfilled its obligations connected with
the construction of the gas pipeline and
export of gasto Armenia, andisready to
start supplying gas to Armenia at any
moment.

It appears that the operation of
the gas pipeline was delayed for other
reasons on the Armenian side than the
try-out by the Iranian party. Mean-
while, Vardan Oskanyanand Andranik
Margaryan insisted on the contrary.
Whereas Lorzadeh stated that the Ar-

menian party has even invited to meet
in late March to discuss the project of
gas supply.

It seemsthat the Armenian party
should be interested to hurry to oper-
ate the pipeline to get gas from Iran,
considering the Russian-Georgian en-
ergy relations, the supply of the
Azerbaijani gas to Georgia. In this
situation, the statement of the Iranian
official makes wonder. Why is Arme-
nia delaying until spring? And is it
Armeniawhich delaysit. Itisinterest-
ing that the Armenian party has stated
several weeks ago that the problem of
management of the Armenian section
of the Iran-Armenia gas pipeline will
be solved in spring 2007. It ispossible
that the diffuculty aroused by this
problem is the reason for the delay.
The Armenian party has stated that it
would belogical if ARG, amonopolist
of the gas supply system in Armenia,
took up the management of the pipeline.
However, the problem is that Russian
Gazprom, which holds 58 percent of
ARG’ sstocks, hasrel eased information
for several timesthat it ownsthe Arme-
nian section of the Iran-Armenia gas
pipeline. Armeniais busy refuting this
information, but only whenthereporters
ask questions to an Armenian official.
Meanwhile, the situation is really com-
plicated. Perhaps, they have promisedto
the Russians to transfer the pipeline to
Gazprom, not to ARG, but on the other
handitwill arousedissatisfactionin Iran
which has expressed reluctance several
timesto accept athird party. Andif itis
going to be Russia, already strategic
controversy occurs against the interests
of Iran. Therefore, Armenia has set
forward the option of management of
the pipeline by ARG. But this arouses
anger in Russia. It is possible that cur-
rently the Armenian party is facing a
problem of finding a way out of this
problem and finding a definition, be-
cause the operation of the pipeline will
not become reality unless the necessary
definition is found.

ArmenianandAzerbaijani Foreign Ministers
toMeet in M oscow January 23

YEREVAN -- Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministers Vartan
Oskanian and EImar Mamedyarov will
meet on January 23 in the Russian
capital Moscow for another round of
talks on ways to settle the Armenian-
Azeri dispute over Nagorno-K arabakh.

Revealing the news in Y erevan,
Vartan Oskanian said his talks with
Mamedyarov will beattended by chair-

men of the OSCE Minsk Group.
Oskanian said the Armenian side is
ready to continue negotiationsand will
not backpedal on its principle that the
people of Nagorno-Karabakh have the
right to self-determination.

Oskanian said there is *an inter-
esting’ proposal on the table which
may resultinaseriousbreakthroughin
case political will is displayed.

U.S. Diplomat SaysWashington WantsRailway
ConnectingTurkeyWithAzerbaijantoRun
ThroughArmenia

BAKU --“Wehaveawayshbacked
al projects which are designed to boost
transport links between neighbor coun-
triesand we have been trying to develop
projects aimed at linking the West and
East and certainly we would like that a
railway that is supposed to connect
Turkey with Azerbaijan runs through
Armenia,” a senior U.S. diplomat was
quoted as saying by Azerbaijani Press
Agency (APA).

The diplomat, Mathew Bryza, a
deputy assistant secretary of state for
Europeanand EurasianaffairsandaU.S.
cochairman of the OSCE Minsk Group,
saidtheU.S. administration cannot block
the construction of a railway that Tur-
key, Georgia and Azerbaijan want to
build, but added that the U.S. hopes that
in near future a transportation scheme
that will include all the countries of the
region will emerge.

Last December U.S. President

George W. Bush signed into law areso-
lution imposing aban on U.S. financing
of aproposed railroad that woul d bypass
Armenia. The proposed new Caucasus
rail line - at the urging of Turkey and
Azerbaijan - would circumvent Arme-
nia

Promoters of the project have
sought, even at the planning stages, to
secure U.S. financing for this undertak-
ing, prompting Congressional friends of
Armenia to preemptively block such
attempts.

In October of 2005, the European
Commission voiced official opposition
to the proposed Caucasus railroad by-
passof Armenia. A formal statement by
the Commission’s Directorate General
for Transport and Energy noted that its
construction was both unnecessary and
inefficientinlight of theexistingrailroad
connecting Kars, Gyumri of Armenia
andThilisi.

ArmeniaTo Seek | nter national Condemnation Of
Destruction Of Armenian MonumentsinAzerbaijan

demnation of destruction P
of Armenianmonuments,
particularly, of a medi-
eval cemetery in neigh-
boring Azerbaijan’s ex-
clave Nakhichevan.

The government [

+z q”'!’. e -
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launched last year atrav- Destruction of monumentsmArmenlancemeteryofJugha .

eling photo exhibition of
destruction of monuments at this ethnic
Armenian cemetery.

The monuments in question are
intricate stone-carved crossesin the cem-
etery at Jugha- alternately knownasJulfa
- in Nakhichevan, an exclave wedged
between Armenia and Iran and Turkey.

Azerbaijani soldiers have system-
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aticaly destroyed the crosses. Photos
supporting the claim were shown in
Strasbourg, France, and will be moved
to a new city every two months.
Oskaniansaid Armeniandiplomats
will work to havethe Council of Europe,
UNESCO and other international organi-
zations to condemn these barbaric acts.
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Armenian Genocide Question Hits Home

Theformer U.S. Ambassador’suse of theterm leaves Congr ess poised
for abattlebetween pragmatismand principle.

By Maura Reynolds
Times Staff Writer
January 7, 2007

WASHINGTON — Nearly two
years ago, John Evans did something
no U.S. ambassador to Armeniabefore
him had done: He used theword“ geno-
cide” — in public — to describe the
deaths of about 1.2 million Armenians
at the hands of Ottoman Turks.

It haslong been asore point with
Armenian Americansthat theU.S. gov-
ernment does not refer to the killings
that began in 1915 as genocide, and
Evans' use of the word did not signal

Former U.S. Ambassador
JohnEvans

achangein that policy. It did set off a
slow-boiling controversy that eventu-
ally cost him his job.

Now, the issue is preparing to
boil over again, setting up a clash
between the Democratic-controlled
Congress and the Republican White
House. The dispute has stalled the
confirmation of Evans' successor and
strained U.S. relations with Turkey, a
key U.S. ally in the Middle East.

"Based on what I’ ve seen, thisis
headed to a confrontation,” said a se-
nior Democratic congressional aide.
“It's an issue that’s a flashpoint of
controversy for both parties.”

It started at UC Berkeley, in Feb-
ruary 2005, soon after Evans took up
his ambassadorship.

"1 will today call it the Armenian
genocide,” Evans said, according to a
transcript by one of the groups attend-
ing the gathering hosted by the
university’ sArmenian studiesprogram.

Evans’ commentsfloored — and
pleased — his audience, even though
he made it clear that he was articul at-
ing a personal view, not U.S. policy.

"1 recall being surprised at that
moment,” said Stephan Astourian, ex-
ecutive director of Berkeley’s Arme-
nian Studies program, who organized
the session.

Though Armenian Americansand
others consider Evans' statement an
act of courage for which he has been
unfairly punished, policymakerscall it
a misjudgment that could fuel anti-
Western sentiment in Turkey.

Historians have long used the
term “genocide” to describe the mur-
derous campaign against the Arme-
niansin Turkey. Nearly theentire popu-
lation of Armenians was executed,
starved or forced into exile on the
ordersof theruling Young Turk Party.

Outside Turkey, there is little debate
over the facts or the use of the word
“genocide.”

In Turkey, however, official his-
tory has long disputed the use of that
term. As a result, American officials
have used all sorts of others — “mass
killing,” “massacres,” “atrocities,” “an-
nihilation” — but have stopped short
of “genocide.”

"We have never said it wasn't
genocide,” explained a senior State
Department official, who agreed to
discuss formation of U.S. policy in
detail on condition he not be further
identified. “We just haven't used that
word.”

Nominated U.S. Ambassador
RichardHoagland

State Department officials be-
lievethat Turkswill cometo their own
acceptance of the term from internal
debate.

"That debate needs to happen,
but it needs to be a Turkish debate,”
the official said. “It has been our view
that our position of encouraging that
debate — and not allowing Turks an
easy out to say, ‘Thisis foreign pres-
sure’ — is more effective.”

Most Armenian Americans and
many members of Congress disagree,
arguing that the U.S. government
should call the killings “genocide.”

In a short interview, his first
since leaving the State Department,
Evans declined to discuss his motives
in making the genocide statement, but
saidthat “itwasn’t aslip of thetongue.”

"l knew it was not the policy of
the United States’ to use the word
“genocide,” Evans said.

"Ninety years is a long time,”
Evans added, referring to the decades
since the genocide began. “At some
point you haveto call aspadeaspade.”

In the months after Evans' re-
mark, the State Department madeclear
its displeasure. By July 2005, “it was
absolutely crystal clear” that hewould
be forced out, he said. Still, it took
morethanayear morefor himtoleave.

"Evans was a career foreign ser-
vice officer, and you do not go after a
career foreign service officer lightly,”
said a second State Department offi-
cial.

Evansleft Armeniain September
and formally retired from the State
Department last month.

Meanwhile, the American For-
eign Service Assn., the organization
that represents U.S. foreign service
officers, granted Evansits 2005 award
for “constructive dissent” by a senior

diplomat. But weeks later, the group
rescinded the prize, arousing suspi-
cion that the State Department had
intervened.

Foreign Service Assn. officials
who agreed to discuss the matter said
they took back the award after learn-
ing that Evans apparently did not first
gothroughinternal channelsof dissent
before publicly stating his views.

" Ambassador Evans' action —
admirable as it was — did not fit the
category of ‘constructive dissent,” “
the group said in a statement.

State Department officials said
they felt blindsided by Evans geno-
cide remarks.

The unanswered questions about
Evans’ departure havestalled the nomi-
nation of a successor.

In May, President Bush nomi-
nated Ambassador Richard Hoagland,
who most recently served as ambassa-
dor to Tajikistan. But in September,
Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) put a
parliamentary hold onHoagland’ snomi-
nation, blocking it until the end of the
congressional session, whenthe nomi-
nation expired.

Some Armenian Americans took
issuewith Hoagland, complaining that
in written responses to questions from
the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, hewasdismissiveof the Armenian
genocide. Last month, Menendez and
SenateM gjority Leader Harry Reid (D-
Nev.) demanded theadministration send
over a new nominee.

Bush will haveto decide whether
to renominate Hoagland. Theadminis-
tration appears to be standing behind
him, and complains that he has been
turned into a scapegoat over Evans'
dismissal.

" Senators can say that our policy
on the Armenian massacres is wrong,
butit’ swrongto punishthepresident’s

nomineefor adheringtothepresident’s
policy,” said the senior State Depart-
ment official, adding that some of
Hoagland's opponents had “twisted”
his responses on the genocide.

"He's being tarred as a [geno-
cide] denier,” said the senior State
Department official. “And the only
reason it's being done is that they are
angry about Evans for the wrong rea-
sons.”

Not all Armenian Americans op-
pose Hoagland’ s nomination. The Ar-
menian Assembly of Americahassaid
that althoughit opposesadministration
policy, it would support Hoagland.
And the Armenian government has
said that policy on the genocide issue
should take second place to more im-
mediateproblems, including diplomatic
relations with Turkey.

TheRepublicof Armeniabecame
an independent state after the breakup
of the Soviet Unionin 1991, and today
has a population of about 3 million.

To both Democrats and Republi-
cans, support from Armenian Ameri-
cans is important. There are an esti-
mated 1.4 million Armenian Ameri-
cans, with the largest population cen-
ter in Glendale.

In the end, Democrats now in
control of Congress may need to de-
cide between pragmatism and prin-
ciple.

" Tothe extent that Armeniagoes
without a U.S. ambassador, that's a
bad thing by anyone’s standard,” said
a Democratic staffer involved in the
confirmation process. “We're 1,000%
supportive of the Armenian commu-
nity on the genocide issue. But in this
case, the [State Department] policy is
going to be very tough to change, and
| don’ t think holding up an ambassador
is going to get them to change their

policy.”
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Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian Assigned New Pastor
of &. Gregorythellluminator ArmenianApostolic
Chur ch of Pasadena

Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian has
been assigned the new pastor of St.
Gregory thellluminator Armenian Apos-
tolic Church of Pasadena by His Emi-
nenceArchbishopHovnanDerderian, Pri-
mate of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America. Fr.
Baret will celebrate his first Divine Lit-
urgy as pastor at 10:30 AM on Sunday,
January 14, 2007. His Eminence Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian will formally
introduce Very Rev. Fr. Baret Y eretzian
to the St. Gregory the Illuminator Arme-
nian Apostolic Churchfaithful beforethe
sermon.  Upon the conclusion of the
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, January 14.

Fr. Baret bringsawealth of pasto-
ral experience to his new ministry in
Pasadena. A native of Jerusalem, he
started serving inthe Armenian Church
at ayoung age. Fr. Baretisagraduate of
the Armenian Theological Seminary
(Jharankavoratz Varjharan) of the Ar-
menian Patriarchate of Jerusalem. In
1966, he was ordained into the sacred
order of priesthood by the late Arch-
bishop Y eghishe Derderian, the former
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem. The
late Bishop Guregh Kapikian served as
Fr. Baret's /khardavilag /(sponsoring
priest of ordination).

Fr. Baret is a member of the St.
James Brotherhood of Jerusalem.

Fr. Baret has had vast pastoral
experience. Upon the invitation of the
former Primate of the Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America (East-
ern), Archbishop Torkom Manoogian,
Fr. Baret was accepted into the Eastern
Diocesein 1974. He served as assistant
pastor of St. John Armenian Church in
Southfield, Michiganfrom 1974—1977.
Fr. Baret was pastor of St. Gregory the

[lluminator Armenian Cathedral in
Montreal, Canada from 1977 — 1981,
Holy Cross Armenian Church of
Lawrence, Massachusetts from 1981
— 1985, and Sts. Sahag and Mesrob
Armenian Church of Providence, Rhode
Island from 1985 — 1993. Fr. Baret
returned to Detroit as pastor of St. John
Armenian Church from 1993-1998. Fr.
Baret served as pastor of St. Kevork
Armenian Church of Houston, Texas
from 1999 — 2000.

Fr. Baret served for twelve years
asamember of the Diocesan Council of
the Eastern Diocese, two of which he
was the vice-chairman. He has also
served as Vicar General of the New
England region of the Eastern Diocese.
In2000, upontheinvitation of HisBeati-
tude Archbishop

Torkom Manoogian, Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem, Fr. Baret re-
turnedto hishbirthplaceto serveasDean
of the Armenian Theological Seminary
(Jharankavoratz Varjharan) until 2006.

Upon theinvitation of the Primate
of the Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, Fr. Baret was
accepted into the Western Diocese in
September, 2006. He served asDirector
of the Mission Parishes of the Western
Diocese and as visiting clergy to the
Armenian Church of Arizona.

Fr. Baret holds a Bachelor's de-
greeinpolitical sciencefromthe Ameri-
can University of Jerusalem. He also
studied for three years at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem in Biblical Ar-
cheology. He completed his graduate
coursesin political sciencefrom Wayne
State University of Detroit. Fr. Baret
waselevatedtotherank of /Dzayrakooyn
Vartabed/ in 1982.

U.S. CongressToMull NewArmenian GenocideBill

Continued frompagel

resolutions in the past.

“Prospects for [the passage of a
genocide resolution] this year are cer-
tainly better than they have been in
recent years,” said Bryan Ardouny, ex-
ecutivedirector of the Armenian Assem-
bly of America, a Washington-based
lobbying group.

Ardouny told RFE/RL that thedraft
resolution will be introduced later this
month by the two co-chairmen of the
congressional Armenian Caucusandtwo
other congressmenknownfor their close
tieswiththe Armeniancommunity inthe
United States. He said that unlike its
previous analogues, the new legidlative
measure is a mere “House resolution”
that does not have to be endorsed by the
U.S. Senateandsignedintolaw by Bush.

Ardouny insisted that its passage
by thelower chamber of Congresswould
still amount to official U.S. recognition
of the Armenian genocide. “1 would
certainly consider congressional recog-
nition of the genocide to be officia
recognition,” he said.

TheArmenian Assembly and other
Armenian-American advocacy groups
have for decades been campaigning for
such recognition. They nearly succeeded
in that endeavor in October 2000 when a
last-minuteintervention by then President
Bill Clinton scuttled the almost certain
adoption of arelevant congressional hill.

"I think we have the best chance
probably in adecadeto get an Armenian
genocide resolution passed,” Congress-
man Adam Schiff, a California Demo-
crat, wasquoted by the Associated Press
as saying late last month.

Jessica Demirdjian
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ArmeniansCdebrateChristmas

Continued frompagel

sacred the infants of Bethlehem. Yes,
eventheincarnation and birth of the Son
of God was accompanied by worship
and murder, the realities of peace and
war, which beginning with Abel and
Cain, havetaken parallel paths through-
out the course of human history. The
Child born in the manger in Bethlehem
came to change that coursein the world
with the establishment of the New Cov-
enant and the shedding of His blood.
Christ said, ‘This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for the
many.” (Mark 14:24).

“The call to man to restore and
improve, however, did not completely
put an end to the old man, nor the
existenceof oldunderstandings, and evil
did not disappear from the earth. Today
as well, underneath the nature of new
man often workstheold. Along with the
pious worship of Christ by the shep-
herds and magi, the evil acts of Herod
also remain. The modernworld, charac-
terized by devel oping conditions, possi-
bilities and abilities of life, is yet not
healed of miseries, calamities and wars;
it is not free of falsehood, jealousy and
hate. Man ascended to the universe, but
how far hasherisenin hisinner spiritual
world? The progress of science has
benefited the welfare of life but how
much also have the weapons of war
advanced?Indeed, modernscientificand
technol ogical accomplishments, democ-
racy, therightsand freedom of individu-
asand nations, - ideologies proclaimed
assupremevalues- haveremained inad-
equate to provide answers to the issues
andchallengesfacingmankind. They will
continue to remain inadequate if God
does not live within us, if God does not
work in our lives, if importance is not
placed on faith, holiness and the spiri-
tua... Effortsaimed at peace, justice and
philanthropy will beinvain, if we do not
first appeal for God' sheneficent Will and
savinggrace; if wedonot fulfill thedivine
commandment to love one another.

“The apostle says, ‘Love never
ends; as for prophecies, they will pass
away; asfor tongues, they will cease; as

for knowledge, it will pass away. For
our knowledge is imperfect and our
prophecy is imperfect.” (I Corinthians
13:8-9). All of mankind'sknowledgeis
incomplete, and has changed through-
out timeandwill continueto change; but
it is love which never ends. Love is
always constant - it is perfect, ‘it is not
irritableor resentful, it doesnot rejoiceat
wrong, but rejoices in theright’. All of
us, nations and peoples, have one holy
and life-giving nheritance - the love of
God for us, His creation. God loves us
all, regardlessof race, nationality, creed,
sex or age. Thetestimony of this perfect
love is the revelation of the Savior on
earth. Only by being led with that same
spirit of love shall mankind be new, and
renew the world in the process. We
Christians have the promise and belief
that ‘if any oneisin Christ, heisanew
creation’.” - stated His Holiness.

In his message, the Catholicos of
All Armeniansalso conveyed hisfrater-
nal greetings to the spiritual heads of
sister churches and the incumbents of
thehierarchal seesof our ApostolicHoly
Church: HisHolinessAram |, HisBeati-
tude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian,
and His Beatitude Archbishop Mesrob
Mutafian. His Holiness also expressed
his Pontifical blessings and love to the
devoted ranks of clergy and all Arme-
nians dispersed throughout the world.

At the conclusion of the Divine
Liturgy, HisHolinessofferedtheservice
of Blessing of the Watersin commemo-
ration of the baptism of Jesus Christ in
the Jordan River. The Godfather of the
Cross this year was renowned com-
poser Tigran Mansurian. In addition to
thousands of faithful, present for the
Divine Liturgy were: Mr. Tigran
Torosian, President of the National As-
sembly (Parliament) of the Republic of
Armenia, StateMinistersof theRepublic
of Armenia, high-ranking stateofficials,
membersof the Supreme Spiritual Coun-
cil, and foreign diplomats and represen-
tatives accredited to Armenia.

Following church services, the
annual Christmas reception was hosted
by His Holiness in the Pontifical Resi-
dence.
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ThePolice Department pridesitself on providing thebest policeservice

tothecitizensof Glendale.

Wearelooking for dynamicindividualswho areinterestedin serving

their community and continuing theexcellenceof the Glendal e Police Department.

The next written test dateisMarch 13, 2007
Applicationsaredueby February 16, 2007

Police officerswith other agenciesare alwaysencouraged to apply tojointhe

GlendalePoliceDepartment.

For moreinformation, please contact us:
GlendalePolice Department —Recruitment Unit
131 Northlsabel St. Glendale, CA 91206

Phone: (818) 548-3117

Email: gpdrecruiting@ci.glendal e.ca.usWebsite: www.]oinGPD.com
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FtndGwinp UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwquiy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

sSurr-YEARS

AGBU

AGBU - AYA GLENDALE-PASADENA CHAPTER
YOUNG LADIES COMMITTEE

Presents

A ‘Romantic
Valentine ‘Evening

Music by D] Heartbeat

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2007 — 8:00PM

JJ’S STEAK HOUSE
88 W. COLORADO BOULEVARD, PASADENA, CA 91105

Donation $125 - Includes Admission, Drinks & Raffle
10 purchase tickets or more information, please call the AGBU Alex Manoogian Center (626) 794-7942

AGBU 2007 SUMMER INTERN PROGRAMS
- . IN _ _

v

anp Now. Y E E AN
i \

SUMMER INTERNSHIP APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED NOW.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, EMAIL NYSIP@AGBU.ORG

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to
meet the needs of both small and large businesses. Contact:
Gus Ghusayni

@ BANK of ORANGE COUNTY  commercial Real Estate Senior Vice President
411 N.Central Avenue

‘. ] QW@ ébs‘ ”0 CROWNE PLAZA ( Term Loans and Lines Glisaars e GTsina
— : : Free Business Checking  pankoforangecounty.com

L 0S ANGELTES HOTELS & RESORTS
A Division of Placer Sierra Bank High Rate Money Market (818) 548-2720

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 * 714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com




