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EGGSTRAVAGANZA
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Opposition Parties Fail to Form a United List
S. D. Hunchakian Party To Contest theMay 12
Parliamentary ElectionsSepar ately

YEREVAN -- In an internet web
conference organized by the Social
Democrat Hunchakian party’s central
board and joined by S.D.H.P regiona
board members from six continents,
S.D.H.P Armenia chairwoman,
Lyudmila Sargsian, notified the partici-
pants that the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party has registered with
RA Central Electoral Commission and
will partake in a proportional system of
the upcoming May parliamentary elec-
tions.

Sargsian al so addressed thelack of
opposition forcesto agree upon aunited
front against the ruling regime. The
S.D.H.P. has been preparing and orga-
nizing throughout Armenia for the past
three years and has chosen to conform
itself to the proportional system and not
to take part in the single mandate elec-
toral system. Thisdecisionwasmade by
the party to insure that it does not clash
withother oppositional like-mindedindi-
vidualsanddilutetheoppositional votes.

During the elections, Sargsian
stated that the 120 year strong S.D.H.P
will adhere to the platform that was
agreed upon in the 18th General Assem-
bly of S.D.H.P World Congress. With
the existing situation of corruption in
Armenia, economic electoral oligarchi-
cal system, distrust in judicial bodies,
and based onthe S. D. H. Party’ ssocial-
ist and democratic ideology, the party
has concluded that the establishment of
true democracy in Armeniais the most
important endeavor. To achieve eco-
nomicandsocial justicein Armeniathere
must be democracy, the foundation of
which is the peaceful change of author-
ity through free and just elections.

S.D.H.Pconsidersthe principle of
thefreeself-determination of nationsthe

basis for the resolution of the Artsakh
guestion. The S. D. Hunchakian Party
considers the unification of Mountain-
ousKarabakhwith Armeniaor itsacqui-
sition of independent status as appropri-
ate. During negotiations, any land be-
longing to Armeniacannot be subject to
deals or exchange, either in the form of
area, nor as “passageway” or “route.”
Any agreement on the resolution of the
Artsakh issue must bear the signature of
thelegitimate authoritiesin Artsakh and
merit the consent of Artsakh’'s popu-
lace.

S.D.H.P considers the duty of the
next parliament to focus on preserving
and enhancing national, educational and
cultural programs within the State and
the maintaining of an unrelenting stance
inthepursuance of the Armenian Cause.
Official Armenian-Turkish discussion
must beconditional ontherecognition of
the Genocide.

The future parliament must better
extenditsnational -spiritual mission, and
operate to ensure that Armenian reli-
gious centers are within a non-partisan
and non-political existence.

The social, economic, civic and
educational demands of the Javakhk
Armeniansarejust andlegitimate. These
demands must become a national con-
cern and beinsured and addressed by the
Armenian government.

Withtheconfinesof afreeandfair
electoral process, Sargsian insured that
the 120 year old Social Democrat
Hunchakian party will make great in-
roadswithinthenext parliament. Twenty-
nine parties are competing for 90
proportial-based seats and 173 politi-
cians are running for the remaining 41
seatsthat are awarded toindividual can-
didates.

SDHP" SarkisDkhrouni" Union PresentsResultsof
CorruptionSurvey

Judh

YEREVAN --In response to the
denia of corruption at Universities in
Armenia, the Social Democrat
Hunchakian party “Sarkis Dkhrouni”
youth association conducted a press
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conference on Tuesday, March 6 pre-
senting evidence disproving the claims
made by University leaders.

Continued on page2

FreeVote‘Key toEU-ArmeniaTies

YEREVAN -- Armeniawill miss
an important opportunity to deepen its
relationship with the European Union
if it fails to ensure the freedom and
fairness of its parliamentary elections,
avisiting senior EU diplomat warned
on Friday.

“It will mean that an opportunity
has been lost to build, in the short and
mediumterms, afirm rel ationship based
on mutual values and mutual trust,”
Peter Semneby, the EU’ s special rep-
resentative to the South Caucasus,

said of a possible repeat of serious
irregularitiesintheelectionsslated for
May 12.

Preparationsfor the crucial polls
dominated the agenda of Semneby |at-
est trip to Yerevan, which involved
talks with Prime Minister Andranik
Markarian and other Armenian offi-
cials. Markarian's office quoted the
Brussel s-based di plomat assaying that
their proper conduct will be “critical”

Continued on page4

ACAAnNnouncesEndor sementsFor
GlendaleElections

GLENDALE -- For the upcoming
Glendale City Municipal elections on
April 3, the Armenian Council of
America-PAConMarch 6 announcedits
endorsement of current Glendale Uni-
fied School Board member Greg
Krikorian and Glendale community ac-
tivist and former Public Information
Officer for the Glendal e Police Depart-
ment, Chahe Keuroghelian, for the two
City Council seats.

The ACA also announced its en-
dorsement of Elizabeth Manasserian for
oneof thetwo open seatsinthe Glendale
Unified School District GoverningBoard.

As for the Glendale Community
College Board of Trusteeselections, the
ACA is endorsing Tony Tartaglia, a
current member of the GCC Board of
Trustees.

“After carefully reviewing the
backgrounds of these candidates and
analyzing their views on certain issues
relevant tothe Armenian-Americancom-
munity, we can wholeheartedly say that
they are the most qualified candidates,”
stated ACA Executive Director Peter
Darakjian. “We encourage everyone in

the community to vote for our endorsed
candidates because we believe they will
best represent our interests asawhole.”

Additionally, ACA boardchairman
Vasken Khodanian stated, “Having
worked with these candidates at differ-
ent capacities in the past and knowing
them on a personal level gives us the
confidence we need to make a sound
judgement on their performance in the
future.”

Besides endorsing the above offi-
cials, ACA is aso actively engaged in
educating the Armenian-Americancom-
munity about the importance of voting
including conducting voter registration
and urging every citizen to fulfill their
civic duty.

TheArmenian Council of America
-PAC is a non-partisan federally regis-
tered political action committee dedi-
cated toeducatingthe Armenian-Ameri-
can community inlocal political affairs,
as well as actively pursuing Armenian-
American participation in their respec-
tivelocal governments, to support politi-
cal candidates who share the values of
the Armenian American community.




Massis weekly

MARCH 10, 2007

M oreCongressmen Sign on HR 106

g

TheArmenian Council of America
Ohio and Texas branchs have expressed
gratitude to heir respective members of
Congressfor sponsoring House Resolu-
tion 106. The Resolution calls upon the
President toensurethat theforeignpolicy
of the United States reflects appropriate
understanding and sensitivity concern-
ingissuesrelatedto humanrights, ethnic
cleansing, and genocide documented in
the U.S. record relating to the Armenian
Genocide.

On March 1 Congressman Al
Green of Texas co-sponsored H.R. 106
becoming the eighth congressman from
Texas to do so. On the very same day
Congressman Steven LaTourette from
Ohio co-sponsored H.R. 106, becoming
thefourth congressman from Ohio spon-
sor the House Resolution.

Inastatement issued by the Arme-
nian Council of America, the Texas
chapter thanked Congressman Green
for co-sponsoring the current legisla-
tion. “We have been good friends of the
congressman and thank him for his
deeds towards H.R. 106.” stated Sarkis
Ohanian, chairman of Texas chapter of
theACA.

Dr. AvedisKazanjian, Chairman of
the ACA mid east states, also conveyed
his enthusiasm in gaining the support of
Congressman LaTourette towards the
legislation.

Both recognized that gaining the
support of congressional members with
littleor no Armenian American constitu-
ency hasprovento beincreasingly chal-
lenging. “ Currently there are only eight
out of 32 members of Congress from
Texaswho havesignedontoH.R. 106,”
stated Ohanian. “With the increasing

pressure of the Turkish government and
thefact that the current administrationis
headed by a Texan, it has become a
tremendously difficult uphill battle in
confronting our (Texas) legislatorstodo
the right thing,” he added.

Dr. Kazanjian also confirmed that
currently there are only four out of 18
members of Congress from Ohio who
havesigned ontothelegisation. “Yesit
isan uphill battle, yet we as Armenians
have gone through fiercer struggles and
haveprevailed.”

“As stated before, the Armenian
Genocideresolutionwill not passwith-
out the full support of congressional
membersthat do not have asubstantial
constituency of Armenian Americans,”
declared Peter Darakjian, Executive
Director of the ACA. “The Armenian
Causeiscontinuously facing obstacles
from all directions. The current ad-
ministration is against our Cause, the
State Department is stuck in the cold
war mentality adhering to the needs of
Turkey, the Turkish government and
its well funded lobbying firms along
with the Turkish mediaare decimating
false information to combat the truth
and our legislation.”

Darakjian expectsset backsfacing
Armenian related legidlation in Con-
gress, such us the delay within the
Foreign Relations Committee due to
committee ranking member Richard
Lugar’ srequest that consideration of S.
Res. 65 be held over until the next
committeebusinessmeetingwill beover-
come. “With the perseverance of Arme-
nian Americansexposing historical truth
we can overcome all obstacles placed
against us.” conveyed Darakjian.

Pasadena
ACA Endorsed Mayor Bill Bogaar d Re-elected

PASADENA - Votersoverwhelm-
ingly returned Bill Bogaard to athird
term as mayor Tuesday.

Other incumbent members of the
the City Council fared well on election
night, with District 4 re-electing Steve
Haderlein by a razor-thin margin and
District 6 embracing Steve Madison.

ACABoard membersith Mayor Bogaard at hisvictory party

In Districts 1 and 2 however, the stage
was set for a second round of voting.

Mayor Bogaard, who received
10,700 votes (88.8%), will serve his
third term in office.

Bill Bogaard hasreceived theen-
dorsement of Armenian Council of
America
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Letter totheEditor of Asharez

After centuries of being subjugated by foreigners, for the past 15 years
we have finally become the masters of our own domain, capable of shaping our
own common destiny. Needless to say, the many centuries of subjugation
should serve asapowerful lesson for usto work closer with each other, in order
shape a worthwhile future for ourselves and generations to come.

Thus, itisutterly incomprehensibleastowhy an Armenian would|abel his
fellow kin, who do not share hisviews, as“a—holes”, “idiots’, “traitors’, who
are“rifewith absurdity”, exhibit * shameless style”, “emit moribund rales” and
who “ought to be in rehab”. Unfortunately, that is what Mr. Garen Y egparian
has stated in his article published in the February 24, 2007 issue of your
publication. It truly saddens us to find out that on the very same day of Hrant
Dink’ s assassi nation, a man who championed dial ogue even between enemies,
Mr. Y egparian has goneto the vigil not to pay his respectsto the fallen martyr,

of one's views over others.

fallsin the latter category.
Respectfully,
Gaidz Y outh Organization

but to count how many people were in attendance.
The history of human civilization has shown that real progress is
achievableonly throughthe clash of differing opinionsand not by theimposition

While we strongly condemn Mr. Yegparian's vitriolic diatribes and
disagree with his views, we would not call for him to be put into rehab, but
rather be showcased as a role model. To achieve progress, some role models
ought to be followed, while others should be avoided at all cost. Mr. Y egparian

" Sarkis Dkhrouni” Union Presents Results of Survey

Continuedfrompagel

The youth organization brought
forth the rsults of anonymous survey
they conducted which was distributed
to students severa months ago. Five
percent, about 2000 students, responded
to the survey which asked whether they
thought their institution engaged in cor-
rupt practices.

Of every 20 students, 19 admit
that corruptionisprevalent in their Uni-
versity. Five percent of those students
werefromFilmand DramaUniversities,
18 percent from Cultural Universities,
42 percent from Y erevan State Univer-
sity, 75 percent from Linguistics Uni-
versities, 79 percent from Teaching
Universities, Public Universities made
up81percent, Medical Universitieswere

86 percent and Agricultural Universities
made up 96 percent.

The Sarkis Dkhrouni youth associa
tion presented these findings to Levon
Mkrtchyan, Minister of Educationwho has
sinceacceptedtheclaims. Nareg Sarkissian,
Chairman of the youth association stated
that the Minister has called for aformation
of an independent board to investigate the
matter closgly. Yet the students are once
again facing the denia of the truth.

Thefirst press conference regard-
ing thisissuewasheld on Dec. 10, 2006.
Although the Minister of Education has
cooperated with the Sarkis Dkhrouni
youth association, board members the
Y erevan State I nstitution of higher edu-
cation have yet to accept that corruption
is lurking on university campuses in
Armenia
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On 18 October 1994 a press con-
ference called by the then Patriarch of
theArmenian Church, KarekinKazanjian,
washeld at the Armenian patriarchatein
Kumkapi, Istanbul. It was organised to
correct what the church saw as misin-
formation amounting to a slander cam-
paign against the Armenian church in
particular and the Armenian community
in Turkey ingeneral. The“highlight” of
this campaign was an attempt by the
patriarchatetovoiceprotest against fal se,
even lethal, accusations in Turkish me-
dia and political circles that Armenian
clergymen were supporting Kurdish
Workers' Party (PKK) terroristsin their
secessionist struggleagainst the Turkish
state.

A photograph allegedly depicting
an Armenian priest in the company of
PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan, widely
distributed on posters, was akey instru-
ment of these accusations. Indeed,
shouted slogans such as Apo, Ermeni
pici (“Apo [Ocalan’snickname], Arme-
nian bastard”) were at the time com-
monly heard during nationalist demon-
strations and street protests.

The patriarchate’'s communiqué
on the matter categorically denied the
existence of any tiesbetween the Arme-
nian community in Turkey and any ter-
rorist organisation, and explained that
the priestintherelevant photo wasnot a
cleric of the Armenian church. The
document went on to condemn such
anti-Armenianinsinuationsin both print
and broadcast media, expressing the
serious concern that such false rumours,
assumptions and misrepresentations
were endangering the Armenian com-
munity in Turkey and makingthelivesof
individual Armeniansdifficult.

The press conference - attended
by some seventy Turkish and foreign
journalists - was a tense affair. Severa
journalists harassed the patriarch with
presumptuous questions laced with in-
nuendo about contentious issues, in-
cluding the PKK and the Armenian Se-
cret Army for the Liberation of Armenia
(Asala) - asmall, Lebanon-based terror-
istgroupthat hadkilledthirty-four Turks
(mainly diplomats) between 1975 and
1983, mainly inwestern Europe. (Asala
had no presence, links or any type of
backing among Armenians in Turkey,
and minimal supportevenamongdiaspora
Armenians).

As the interrogators became in-
creasingly belligerent, atall figureforced
himself into the heart of the journalistic
melée. “As a member of the
patriarchate’ s press office, | would like
to answer that question”, Hrant Dink
announced. He continued:

“ Respectabl erepresentativesof the
press, we are trying to shake off from
our shouldersadiscomfort which causes
pressure. It isfor thisreason that we are
tryingtovoiceour protest against afalse
clam. Apart from that, al your ques-
tions have been answered many times
before. The Armenians of Turkey are
not terrorists and they have never pro-
vided aid to terrorism, from whichever
direction that may come. From now on
too, this is the way it is going to be.
Armenianswill never support terrorism.
As citizens of this country, we would
liketolivein peaceandtranquility. This
is the message of this press conference.
... The Armenians, all Armeniansin the
world, especially Armeniansin Turkey,
at this moment have only one preoccu-
pation: peace, peace, and peace’ (see

Hrant Dink and Armeniansin Turkey
ByHratch Tchilingirian

The assassination of the Turkish-Armenian journalist Hrant Dink on 19
January 2007 and its aftermath highlighted both change and resistance to
changein Turkish society. To understand how far Turkey hastravelled in the
past generation, Hratch Tchilingirian examinestherole of Hrant Dink himself
in the context of the Armenian community of which he was voice, critic, and

emblem.

Marmara [Istanbul], 19 October 1994).

This was the moment Hrant Dink
fully entered public life. The occasion,
the pressure, the times themselves were
such that he chose - publicly, confi-
dently and courageously - to addressthe
“discomforts’ and “burdens’ put upon
his community by the state and ahighly
politicised media. It was the moment
Hrant Dink openly beganto deal withthe
dilemma of being simultaneously aciti-
zen of one country, Turkey, whilebeing
part of another nation, Armenia.

A time of silence

It was never going to be easy, for
the challenge was at once institutional,
legal, and political.

TheArmeniancommunity, likethat
of other minorities in Turkey, experi-
enced shame, humiliation, harassment
and intimidation acrossthelong decades
from the 1950s to the 1990s without
beingableto speak upinitsdefence- and
in a very different atmosphere to later
controversiesover Article 301 and even
minimal debate about the genocide of
1915. The Armenian community in Tur-
key in this period was characterised by
its reclusive existence and collective
silence.

The defining institutions of the
Armenian community in Turkey were
and are the church and the school. Both
faced (and face) perennial problemsthat
kept Hrant Dink and hiscolleaguesawake
at night. The interference and heavy-
handedness of the Turkish government
in the Armenian community’s process
of electing a patriarch (in 1990, and
again in 1998) were among the arduous
legal problems enmeshing this key Ar-
menian body. On the second occasion
Hrant wrote:

“We are sad ... The (Armenian)
community is deeply hurt by the uncer-
tainty created by the escalation of the
senseless crisis about the election of an
acting patriarch. These are trying days
... We are observing with shame” (see
“Uzgunuz’, Agos, 21 August 1998).

The situation with the Armenian
schools was (and is) no better. Hrant
wrote many columns about the state of
Armenian schools in Turkey, and took
specia interest in their administration.
Whilecriticising hisown community for
its shortcomings, he also berated the
Turkish government for imposing nu-
merous administrative restrictions on
minority (and not only Armenian)
schools.

Hrant passionately recorded the
constant indignities experienced by Ar-
menian educators. In August 1998 he
wrote:

“If I am not mistaken, it was three
yearsago ... One of the vice-directors of
the ministry of national education’s
Istanbul office - who was later con-
victed of corruption and bribe-taking -
said the following to the “vice-princi-
pals’ he appointed (whom the minority
schools call “Turkish vice-principals’):
“Youareour eyesand ears... You areto
inform us of even the minutest mistakes

that these people make.” He said thisin
the presence of the minority school
principals, with total disregard for their
dignity and common courtesy.

“...And what was | fantasising al
these years ... With my 45-year-old
brain, | wasthinking: ‘would, oneday, a
minister of national education start the
ceremony for the new school year in a
minority school ? Sweet thoughts... My
naiveté ... Sorry ..."” (see “Kinkel ve
Valilik”, Agos, 21 August 1998 - trans-
lated excerpts posted on ).

A voice of dignity

Hrant Dink and hiscolleagueswere
symbols as well as agents of changein
relation to the Armenian community in
Turkey. They were determined to ex-
press the indignation and resentment
they experienced as citizens of the Re-
public of Turkey. If society and the
political system did not allow them to
voice their fears, concerns, and hopes
for their community and for Turkey, the
silencesurrounding them - they believed
- must be made audible.

It wasto alarge extent this combi-
nation - of the hunger to speak and the
desire to address the “existential” prob-
lems surrounding the Armenian church
and educational establishments - that
sparked the creation of the bilingual
weekly newspaper Agosin April 1996.

The five colleagues who founded
Agoswere: Diran Bakar, alawyer; Luiz
Bakar, a'soalawyer and (since 1994) the
spokesperson of the patriarchate;
Harutiun Sesetian, abusinessman; Anna
Turay, a public-relations professional;
and Hrant Dink, who at the time owned
a bookshop.

The founding members - asisthe
case with any equivalent innovative
project - were to have their differences
in subsequent years. But at its heart,
Agos (and Hrant in particular) remained
consistent in the effort to open channels
of communicationand dial oguebetween
the reclusive - and at times isolated -
Armenian community and Turkish soci-
ety.

Hrant defined one of the
newspaper’s purposes as “(trying) to
identify and explain our problemsto the
government and to Turkish society”,
while acknowledging that “because of
this, we sometimes have problems” (Ar-
menian International Magazine, 11/3,
March 2000). His core belief was that
prejudices could be overcome by educa-
tion and dialogue.

The target of this education and
dialogue was not just misunderstanding
and prejudicein Turkish society, but the
Armeniancommunity itself. Hrant’ scriti-
cal discourse about the Armenian com-
munity, and especialy the Armenian
patriarchate, wasunpopular, costinghim
supporters and even friends.

In June 2001, for example, on the
occasion of the 1,700th anniversary of
Armenian Christianity, he wrote: “The
Armenian church has suffered divisions
throughout history and it is evident that
it has not learned from its own history.

The ‘one nation - one church’ rule,
which has been repeated almost every-
whereduring theselast years, isnothing
but asloganvoid of content” (see* Spiri-
tual Chess’, Agos, 1 June 2004 - trans-
lated from Turkish by Anahit Dagci).

At the same time, many found his
passion, genuine concern and sincerity
disarming. Most peopleinthe Armenian
community saw Agos as a courageous
publication where issues related to Ar-
menian identity and community were
discussed with refreshing openness, rea-
son and agenuinedesireto build bridges
across large divides - whether within
Turkey, with Armenia or with the
diaspora.

In the course of this work, Hrant
came to a profound realisation: that the
resolution of the problems of the Arme-
nian community in Turkey was inti-
mately related to the progress of toler-
ance, democracy and freedom in Tur-

key.

Armenians, here and there

Dogu Ergil observed after Hrant’s
death that he had *“aimed to promote the
idea that there are other ethnic-cultural
groups in Turkey than Turks and Mus-
lims, and (that) they can very well blend
into the nation cleansed of stereotypes
and biases’. Hrant wanted, said Ergil, to
“defend Armenians against mgjority fa-
naticismin Turkey and to defend Turks/
Turkey against the fanaticism and hy-
pocrisy of foreigners and diaspora Ar-
menians’ (see*”, EU Turkey Civic Com-
mission, 25 January 2007).

In recent years, the “Armenian
issue”’ - as the problem of the genocide
is referred to in Turkey - had indeed
becomeacentral themeinHrant’ spublic
discourse. The centrality of the “Arme-
nian issue’, in fact, has come to cast a
shadow over the other problems of the
Armenian community in Turkey: own-
ership of property, community founda-
tions, education of clergy, school ad-
ministration, and church el ectionsamong
them. (Why, for example, should the
affairs of minorities in Turkey still be
“administered” by Turkey’s council of
ministers, interior ministry, the security
and intelligence agencies, and the for-
eign ministry?).

If the central, heated question of
genocide came to dominate discussion
of Armenians and Turkey, it is one that
Hrant Dink and a considerable segment
of theArmeniandiasporacould not agree
on. On the eve of the 24 April com-
memorations in 2002, for example, he
addressed members of the Armenian
diasporain France in an interview with
L’ Express newspaper.

“Do not seek Armenian identity
among the 1915 graves’, he advised. “I
am ready to discuss all issues with you
... | am proud to beaTurkish Armenian.
| want to represent, with my newspaper,
the rebirth of this society. Armeniawill
never be safe unless Turkey achieves
democratisation. | believe Turkey may
be a chance for that young state which
ison the brink of drowning. Tomorrow,
thanks to Turkey, Armenia will get the
chance to become neighbors with the
European Union. Turkey is Armenia’s
only chance” (Turkish Daily News, 23
April 2002).

More than the semantics of the
issue, Hrant's approach to the issue of
1915 and Turkey-Armeniarelations fo-

Continued on page4



(4

Massis weekly

MARCH 10, 2007]

GlendaleHOM ENM EN Chapter L adiesAuxiliary
OpenHouse

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Athletic Association “Homenmen”
women’s auxiliary Glendale chapter
organized an open house for
Homenmen athletes and their parents
on Sunday March 4 at the Glendale
central library auditorium. The event
was was attended by young athletes
and parents who wanted to learn more
about the organization and its direc-
tion.

Seta Khodanian, master of cer-
emonies, briefly discussed the 86 year
old history of Homenmen in general
and more specifically talked about
Homenmen’s activities in the greater
southern California area and in par-
ticular the city of Glendale. She also
addressed some of the short and long
range plans of the organization.

Homenmen Glendale chairman
Vartan K ojababian addressed the hard-
ship that parents, community leaders
and theyouth have gonethroughinthe

past to make Homenmen not only a
successful athletic organization, but
also a learning step for youth to par-
takein professionalism. He stated that
Homenmen creates a platform for dis-
cussion in activity giving youth the
necessary skills to become well-in-
formed, active members and leaders
of their community.

Armenian Athletic Association
“Homenmen” women’ sauxiliary Glen-
dale chapter chairwomen Rozin
DerTavitian addressed theaudienceon
the meaning of being a Homenmen
member, and following its credo
“Sound Body, and aSound Mind.” She
added that those who have participated
in Homenmen throughout their youth
andintotheir adulthood have achieved
a higher level of success and happi-
nessin both their personal and profes-
sional lives. Everyonewasencouraged
to proactively recruit their friends and
family into the organization.

Hrant Dink and Armeniansin Turkey

Continued frompage3

cused on the substance of reconcilia-
tion. “I know what happened to my
grandparents’, hetold AFP. “It does not
matter what you called it: genocide,
massacres or deportation” (Agence
France Presse, 8 October 2000). Hrant
strongly believed - to the dismay of
many in the diaspora - that the more
essential thing wasto influence Turkish
public opinion. “The winning of the
empathy and compassion of the Turkish
populationisfar moreimportant thanthe
adoptionof Armenianresolutionsinhun-
dreds of parliaments elsewhere”.

Hrant spent considerabletime and
energy inseekingtopersuadethediaspora
that there is a new dynamic and a new
openness in Turkey, involving an un-
precedentedinterest in and di scussion of
Armenian issues. He said that “this pro-
cess has been developing very slowly,
justlikethedemocratisation of Turkey”,
in away that encouraged him to believe
that “the taboo (of 1915) too will be
broken”.

Yet anyone who is familiar with
“breaking taboos’ in Turkey knows the
extreme dangersinvolved in such apro-
cess. Hrant himself was well aware of
the possible consequences. “We never
deny our ownhistory. But Armenians(in
Turkey) are unableto discussit for fear
it will harm the community’ sexistence”
(see Ayla Jean Yackley, “Turks con-
front dark chapter of Armenian massa-
cres’, Reuters, 26 April 2005).

In his response to this predica
ment, Hrant displayed one of hislargest
virtues: courage. As he wrote in
openDemocracy in 2005:

“Where fear is dominant, it pro-
duces symptoms of resistanceto change
at all levels of society. The more some
peopleyearn and work for opennessand
enlightenment, the more otherswho are
afraid of such changes struggle to keep
society closed. InTurkey, thelegal cases
against Hrant Dink, Orhan Pamuk, Ragip
Zarakoluor Murat Belgeareexampl esof
how the breaking of every taboo causes
panicintheend. Thisisespecially trueof
the Armenian issue: the greatest of all
taboos in Turkey, one that was present
at the creation of the state and which
representsthe principal “ other” of Turk-
ish national identity” (*”, 13 December
2005).

Hrant Dink “was Turkey in its
complexity”,wroteDogu Ergil. “Hewas
aTurk against Armenian extremism and
an Armenian against Turkish extrem-
ism.”

The day of Hrant Dink’s funeral
was the evidence of how far Turkey had
travelled since that press conference at
Istanbul’s Patriarchate in 1994. More
than twelve years on, the Ermeni pic
epithet hurled by nationalists was over-
taken by the cries of Hepimiz Ermeniz
(“Weareal Armenians!”) inthethroats
of tens of thousands of Turks. Hrant
himself, in hislife as much as his death,
had played an enormousrolein bringing
about that change. He opened thedoor to
afuture that Armenians and Turks must
find together.

openDemocr acy.net

Hratch Tchilingirian is associate
director of the Eurasia Research
Programme at the Judge Business
School, Cambridge University
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Dr. Lawrence Baron to Speak on
“Genresof Genocide’ at Fresno Sate

FRESNO -- Dr. Lawrence Baron,
Nasatir Chair in Modern Jewish History
at San Diego StateUniversity, will givea
lectureon* Genres of Genocide: Depict-
ing the Armenian, Jewish, and Rwandan
Genocidesin FeatureFilms,” at 7:30 PM
on Tuesday, March 20, 2007. The lec-
ture, part of the Spring 2007 Lecture
Series of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, will be held in the Alice Peters
Auditorium, Room 191, intheUniversity
Business Center on the Fresno State
campus.

Thislectureexamineshow feature
films draw on iconic documentary im-
ages to convey the uniqueness of the
Armenian and Jewish experienceswhile
simultaneously employing similar cin-
ematic strategies to dramatize their sto-
ries. Clips from such films as Ravished
Armenia, Schindler's List, Mayrig,

Ararat, and Assignment Berlinwill illus-
trate the lecture.

Dr. Baron received his Ph.D. in
Modern European Intellectual History
fromtheUniversity of Wisconsin-Madi-
son, in 1974. Since 1988 he has been
Nasatir ChairinModern JewishHistory,
at San Diego State University. Heishas
a so been Director of the Lipinsky Insti-
tute for Judaic Studies, San Diego State
University, from 1988-present.

He has published Projecting the
Holocaust into the Present: The Chang-
ing Focus of Contemporary Holocaust
Cinema (Lanham, MD: Rowman and
Littlefield, 2005).

The lecture is fee and open to the
public. Relaxed parking is available in
Lot J, after 7:00PM.

For informations contact the Ar-
menian StudiesProgramat 559-278-2669

Free Vote ‘Key to EU-Armenia Ties

Continued frompagel

for Armenia’'s democratization and
European integration. Markarian was
reported to assure him that hisgovern-
ment has “the desire and the will” to
hold a first-ever Armenian election
recognized as democratic by the West.

“l haven't gotten any guaran-

tees, but | have a very strong sense
that the authorities are aware of the
importance of theelections,” Semneby
told RFE/RL after thetalks. Hestressed
the fact that it will be the first major
ballot since Armenia’s and neighbor-
ing Azerbaijan’s and Georgia' sinclu-
sion in the EU’ s European Neighbor-
hood Policy (ENP) framework.

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT

SUCCEED WITH INTEGRITY N

“Succeed with Integrity: t's more than words. It's what
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- Liver, Pancreas
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Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School

FOR YOUR CHILD’S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

2007-2008 ACADEMIC YEAR
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THE QUALITY AND SAFE ALTERNATIVE
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Grades 9 - 12

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 28, 2007
AT 6:30PM

Parents interested in enrolling their high
school student are invited to join us to
learn about our academic programs and
educational opportunities available in an
Armenian environment.

You will have a chance to meet with the
faculty and administration, tour the cam-
pus, pick up an application, and speak
with admissions officers.

AGBU HIGH SCHOOL - PASADENA

2945 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

(CORNER OF ALTADENA DRIVE AND MOUNTAIN STREET)

For more information,
please contact the school office
at 626-794-0363.

£tiwnpps ¢rhANL UUEUUGUL

Cuwpwp, Pbinpniwn 24 - dwip 8:00-hG

Uhpwlyh, ®Lnpniwn 25 - Ywpw - dwip 5:00-hG, $50

Cwpwp, Uwpwn 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 dwdip 8:00-hG

Uhpwlh, Uwnn 4, 11, 18, 25 dwiip 6:00hG

Uhpwlh, Uwphy 1, OptGE QwniGph
Tel. 714-898-9053 Tel. 949-786-0746

UNtSLh LNt $20

.L.0U. Uwlnybwl YbnpnGh - Upnwiwgn Owwnbpuupwh

2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena
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AGBU "HYE GEEN"

13 Years

Evaluating the Input of
Armenian Women Writers

Saturday, March 17, 2007 - 11:00 Am

AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena

Donation: $25

R.S.VIP lusnalb@netzero.com or (818) 687-5175 Lucineh

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to
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meet the needs of both small and large businesses.

BANK of ORANGE COUNTY Commercial Real Estate
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L0S ANGELES

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 * 714.879.2100 » commercecasino.com

WNE PLAZA

HOTELS & RESORTS

C: BOC =)

Term Loans and Lines
Free Business Checking

MEMBE]

A Division of Placer Sierra Bank

High Rate Money Market

Contact:

Gus Ghusayni

Senior Vice President
411 N.Central Avenue
Glendale, CA 91203
bankoforangecounty.com
(818) 548-2720




