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HOMENMEN
Glendale Chapter

Celebrates

EASTER

EGGSTRAVAGANZA
Sunday April 8, 2007

2:00 pm

At The
Brandview Collection

109 E. Harvard, Gendale, California

Join us for feast, fun and Easter games
with family and friends

For more info please call (818)384-2087

Donation:

$35 Adults, $25 Children (5-12)
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Armenian Leaders‘Afraid Of L osing Power’

A senior U.S. diplomat criticized
Armenia’s leaders on Monday for re-
stricting opposition access to elec-
tronic media, suggesting that they fear
losing power and theresulting material
benefits in the upcoming parliamen-
tary elections.

Julie Finley, the U.S. ambassa-
dor to the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, was spe-
cifically concerned about the record-
high pricesof political advertisingthat

were set by Armenia’ s |leading broad-
casters recently. She also questioned
the Armenian authorities’ stated com-
mitment to creatingalevel playingfield
for al election contenders.

L eaders of the Armenian opposi-
tion say the campaign ad rates, varying
from 80,000 drams to 130,000 drams
($355) per minute, arepart of abroader
government effort to bar them from

Continued on page2

Over OneHundred M embersOf TheUK Parliament
RecognizeTheArmenian Genocide

LONDON -- A milestone on the
road to Armenian Genaocide recogni-
tion in the UK was passed, when Ed
Davey becamethe 100th M P (Member
of Parliament) in the House of Com-
mons, London, to sign a Motion rec-
ognizing the Armenian Genocide. The
motion, put forth by Bob Spink MPin
December, is called “Early Day Mo-
tion 357”. The motion calls upon the
Houseto stateitsbelief “that thekilling
of over a million Armenians in 1915
was an act of genocide, calls upon the
UK Government to recognize it as
such and believes that it would be in
Turkey’s long-term interest to do the
same.”

Inajoint pressreleasethe Arme-
niaSolidarity group, theBritish-Arme-
nian All-Party Parliamentary Group,
and the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party UK organ “Nor Serounti Tsayn”
(Voice of the New Generation) stated
that there are over athousand motions
in the House of Commons at thistime
but thisis the only motion opposed to
government policy which has accu-
mulated over 100 names. Also, of the
motions on international issues, only
motions on Burma, Zimbabwe and
Darfur have gained more signatures.
This shows that the Genocide issue is
a high priority amongst M Ps, and that
they look forward to apossiblevoteon

theissueinthelate autumninresponse
totheactivity of our supporting parlia-
mentarians.

Of the signatories, nearly two
thirdsof eligibleWelshM Pshavesigned
showing the usual strength of feeling
in Wales on the issue. The mgjority of
Liberal Democrat MPshaveal sosigned
including their Foreign Affairs and
Defense Spokesmen. “We are con-
vinced that a vote in the House of
Commonsontheissuewould bewon.”
The statement continued.

Mr. Manual Atamian editor in
chief of the SDHP UK organ “Nor
Serounti Tsayn” (Voice of the New
Generation) stated that S.D.H.P. UK
branchwasutilizing all itsresourcesto
enlist theBritish Armenian community
toengage membersof parliament. “We
look at the United States, France, and
the E.U. and gain inspiration at what
our compatriots are accomplishing,
and we hope to accomplish similar
feats in gaining reaffirmation of the
Armenian Genocide.” Atamian contin-
ued.

Supporters of the motion belief
thereissignificant timeto gaintheone
third signatures of the 665-member
parliament to include the resolution
onto the Parliamentary agenda. Cur-
rently there are 114 British parliamen-
tarians signed onto the motion.

ThreeKilledAsGyumriMayor Survives
Assassination Bid

L aw-enforcement authoritieswere
hunting on Tuesday for gunmen that
wounded the controversial mayor of
Armenia ssecondlargest city of Gyumri
and killed three of his bodyguardsin a
drive-by shooting which they believe
was an attempt on hislife.

Two cars carrying Mayor Vartan
Ghukasian, histop aidesand bodyguards
came under a hail of automatic gunfire
shortly after they left Y erevanfor Gyumri
late on Monday. The gunshots were
reportedly fired from another vehicle
that overtook the motorcade on a high-
way linking the two cities.

Three of the men died on the spot,
while another, Ghukasian’ s driver, was
taken to a hospital in Yerevan with a
bullet in his head and remained in a
critical condition. “Everything is being
done to save hislife,” Suren Makarian,

head of thehospital’ sintensivecareunit,
told RFE/RL by phone. “Time will tell
whether or not we will succeed.”

The mayor and his deputy Gagik
Manukian were also hospitalized, but
officials said their injuries were less
serious. Ghukasian underwent an over-

Continued on page4

SD Hunchakian Party Youth Call For Resignation
Of Armenia'sCultureMinister

YEREVAN -- Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party “ Sargis Dkhruni” stu-
dent union urged RA Culture Minister
Hasmik Poghosyantoapol ogizeor resign
for sending adel egation to Turkey for the
so called inauguration of the restored
Surb Khatch Church which in essence
was degrading to Armenians, the Arme-
nian Church and was a continuation of
cultural genocide of Armenians.

The RA Culture Ministry did not
take into consideration the stances of
both Catholicosof All ArmeniansKaregin
Il and Catholicos of CiliciaAram | who
acted accordingly when it was revealed
that the renovated church would not
function as a church at al, but as a
tourist attraction aswell asapropaganda
tool designed to glorify the so called
tolerance of the Turkish government.

Thestudent unionisalsoindignant
a the announcement made by Deputy
CultureMinister Gagik Gyurjian, that the
Armenian government is ready to reno-
vate a Turkish historical monument in
Armeniaand invite a Turkish delegation
to the opening ceremony in response to
therehabilitationof theArmeniancultural
treasure Akhtamar in Turkey.

In a statement, the union stated
their frustration with the Cultural Minis-
try of Armenia: “Mr. Gyurjinyandoesn’t
fully comprehend the significance of the
matter. The event at Akhtamar was
really adisgracefor al Armenians. The
Armenian government played into the
hands of Turkish propaganda, no men-
tion was made that the Church was
Armenian, the word “Armenian” was
replaced by “ Anatolian,” and the Arme-
nian Patriarch of Constantinoplewasnot
allowed to place across at the alter, and
totop it al, ahuge portrait of Ataturk
along with dozens of Turkish flags
flanked the church premises. And now
we announce world-wide how ‘kind’
the Turksare, invitethemto Armeniaas
a sign of gratitude, hang the picture of
Andranik and make the Turks cut rib-
bons under his picture. Thiswill in turn
serve Turkey’'s interests by raising
Turkey’ sinternational reputation on the
international level.

If the ministry does not issue a
formal apology to the Armenian people
worldwideor resign the Unionwill hold
a picket opposing the RA Ministry of
Culture.

U.S. SenatePanel CondemnsDink M urder

WASHINGTON, DC -- A U.S.
Senate panel condemned last Wednes-
day the murder earlier this year of a
prominent Turkish-Armenian editor,
Hrant Dink, who had urged Turks to
acknowledgethemasskillingsof Arme-
nians on Turkish soil in 1915.

The largely symbolic resolution
approved by the Senate Foreign Rela
tions Committee reopened the question
of whether Congressshouldweighinon
thedebateover whether thekillingswere
genocide.

The Senate resolution that passed
the committee on a voice vote does not
explicitly refer to the killings as geno-
cide, but observes that Dink, before his
death, was subjected to legal action in
Turkey for doing so. It condemnsDink’s
murder and urges the people of Turkey
to “honor his legacy of tolerance.”

Turkish diplomats do not look fa-
vorably on the Senate proposal, which
can now go to the floor for avote. “We
don’t see the benefit of such a resolu-
tion,” said Tuluy Tanc, the minister-
counselor at the Turkish Embassy in
Washington.

"It is clear that bringing this reso-
lution (on Dink’ skilling) totheagendaof
the Senate serves only to exploit the
loathsome murder for political aims by
referringtotheeventsof 1915,” Turkey’s
Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

But the author of the Senate reso-
lution, Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Joseph Biden, a Delaware
Democrat, said he was not deterred by
Turkishsensitivities.“ A relationshipthat
rests on aregquirement of a denial of an
historical event, isnot a sound basis for
arelationship,” Biden told Reuters.
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“Year of Armenialn France’
Arméniemon amie, I'Annéedel’ Arménie
September 21, 2006-July 14, 2007

By Barlow Der Mugrdechian

A series of major art exhibits
across France is marking the “ Y ear of
Armeniain France.” The program for
the entire “Y ear of Armenia” includes
around six-hundred events in more
than forty cities all over France. The
main purposeof the"Y ear of Armenia’
is to represent Armenia to the world.
Armenian Foreign Minister Vartan
Oskanian and French Foreign Minister
Philippe Douste-Blazy, along with the
Ministers of Culture of each country,
openedthe*Y ear of ArmeniainFrance”
in September 2006. The day-to-day
work ishandled by theofficially desig-
nated Comminer, Nelly Tardivier
Henrot and her Armenian counterpart
Vigen Sargsyan in Armenia.

The “Year of Armenia’ was
launched on September 21, 2006, Ar-
menian Independence Day, and will
conclude on July 14, 2007, France's
4th of July, with a final closing cer-
emony in the beginning of September
2007.

Eduard Nalbandian, Armenia’s
Ambassador to France, and Philippe
Etienne, Director Genera of Interna-
tional Cooperation and Devel opment of
France, signed several documents on
the agreements reached and principles
of the" Y earinof Armenia’ organization.

Highlighting the events of the
“Year of Armenia’ isthemassive“Ar-
menia Sacra’ exhibition on medieval

Armenian Church art at the Louvre
Museum. There are over 200 objects
that will be displayed for three months
in this exhibition. Of these, 27 are
khatchkars or cross-stones-the first
time so many have been exhibited any-
whereoutsideof Armenia. Atthepress
conference celebrating the opening,
more than 300 newspaper, radio, and
TV journalists from all over Europe
were in attendance. The catalogue of
the exhibit, with over 400 pages, will
be a substantial landmark in medieval
Armenian art history. Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian, Haig and | sabel Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies at
Fresno State and Director of the Ar-
menian Studies Program, contributed
to the preparation and writing of the

catalogue. On March 2nd, Prof.
Kouymjiangavealectureon”TheY ear
of Armenia’ in Brussels.

Alsoin February wastheopening
of “L’Orient des photographes
arméniens,” on Armenian photogra-
phers of the Ottoman Empire at the
I nstitut du monde arabe, one of Paris's
major museums and the center of Is-
lamicand Arab culturein France. Thou-
sands of Parisians attended the open-
ing.

Two major exhibitions on the
filmmaker-artist Sergei Paradjanov are
being held in Paris At the Institut
nationale superior des Beaux-Arts, 70
of his collages from the Paradjanov
Museum in Erevan are on display. A
beautiful catalogue of the exhibit is
also alandmark on this art. In it are
two major articlesby Prof. Kouymjian
and more than 100 documents and
photosfrom hisarchive, many of them
with the Fresno State logo. On March
9thisthe opening of aretrospective of
the films and more collages of Sergei
Paradjanov at the Magic Cinema in
Bobigny, amajor Paris suburb, with a
200 page catal ogueinwhichthejournal
Dr. Kouymjian kept during the attempt
by Paradjanov to make a film on the
Treasures of Etchmiadzin (which un-
fortunately failed), is published for the
first timealong with more material from
his archives. The driving force for both
exhibitsisZaven Sargsyan, aclosefriend
of Paradjanov and thefounder and direc-
tor of his Erevan museum.

On March 16-17th there is an
international conference on Armenian
culture at the University of Aix-en-
Provence where Prof. Kouymjian will
speak on the cult of relics in medieval

Armenia.

OnMarch 21st will bethe opening
of the maor exhibition on Armenian
textiles and liturgical art “Ors et Trésor
d’Arménie” at the Musée du Tissus and
the Musée Fourviére, both in Lyon, an
exhibit in part conceived by Dr.
Kouymjian years ago and the catal ogue
of which his contribution was a major
one.

For moredetailsontheexhibit and
the “Year of Armeniain France” (more
than 600 scheduled events), you can
visit the website of Arménie mon amie:
http://www.armenie-mon-amie.com.

This article is courtesy of Hye
Sharzhoom, thenewspaper of theArme-
nian Studies Program and Armenian
Students Organization at California
StateUniversity, Fresno.

Armenian Ombudsman L amentsL ack Of
Court Independence

Armen Harutiunian, the state hu-
man rights ombudsman, complained
on Wednesday about acontinuing lack
of judicial independence in Armenia,
saying that local courts were the main
source of citizen complaints received
by his office last year.

Presenting his first annual re-
port, Harutiunian said almost 13 per-
cent of 1,247 complaintsfiled with the
Office of the Human Rights Defender
had to do with decisions made by
various-level courts.

“The number of complaintsfiled
against courts shows that thereisalot
of distrustinthejudicial system, which
is supposed to be the main institution
of human rights protection,” he said.
“The courts must become as indepen-
dent as possible.”

The 223-page report draws the
same conclusion: “Although a
defendant’ s disaffection with a guilty
verdict can be deemed natural, the
large number of such complaintsgives
us reason to conclude that the
population’s trust in the courts is far
from satisfactory.”

Armenian courts rarely acquit
criminal suspectsand hand down other
rulings going against the wishes of
law-enforcement and government bod-
ies. Many lawyers say this fact testi-
fies to their lack of independence.
Some blame it on Armenia’s post-
Soviet constitutionthat givesthepresi-
dent of therepublictheright to appoint
and dismiss virtually all judges. That
authority was somewhat restricted by

constitutional amendments enacted in
November 2005.

Harutiunian, himself a constitu-
tional law expert, specifically faulted
the courts for rejecting just about ev-
ery lawsuit against controversial con-
fiscations of land and house demoli-
tions ordered by the Y erevan munici-
pality inrecent years. “ The courtsrule
that the mayor can allow construction
anywhere he wants,” he said.

Y erevan courts continued to rule
against owners of houses demolished
by municipal authorities as part of
redevelopment projects implemented
inthecity center even after Armenia’'s
Constitutional Court declared the pro-
cess unconstitutional last year.

Incidentally, themunicipality was
the second largest source of citizen
appeal sto Harutiunian’ sofficein 20086,
followed by the Armenian police and
the Ministry of Justice. Harutiunian
said he will put the Yerevan mayor’'s
office under closer scrutiny this year
because of “blatant” violations of the
law alleged by many city residents.

Armenian Leaders‘Afraid Of L osing Power’

Continued frompagel

using television in the run-up to the
May 12 elections. However, the TV
channels, all of them loyal to the gov-
ernment, have denied this, insisting
that their campaign fees are market-
based and were not dictated by the
authorities.

Finley was clearly unconvinced
by such assurances as she spoke to
RFE/RL during avisit to its headquar-
tersin Prague. “ Whoever hasthe power
to do so, they’'d better lower their
rates,” she said. “I think it’s very odd
to me that leaders in countries [like
Armenia] are so afraid to make media
available or transparency more preva-
lent. It says only one thing to me: that
the leaders are afraid of losing their
jobs and maybe the opportunity, just
perhaps, of salting away some money
in bank accounts in some place.”

“If you're not afraid, then why
not let this stuff open up, let the rates
down, maybe create something where
there aren’t even any rates, maybe
have time on Saturdays and Sundays
when there is three hours of free air-

time,” Finley added. “There are al
kindsof thingsyou candoif youreally
want to have fair elections.”

Armenianlaw entitlespartiesand
electoral blocs running for parliament
to only 60 minutes of free airtime on
state television and 120 minutes on
state radio. Opposition parties also
complain about what they see as a
biased coverage of their activities by
the TV stationsthat rarely air criticism
of President Robert Kocharian and his
government.

Finely warnedthat equal campaign-
ing opportunitiesareasimportant for the
freedom and fairness of the Armenian
elections as the voting and counting of
ballots. “ They [the authorities] refuseto
understand that it is about the weeks,
many weeks, before the election day,
that everything that goes on in that
period is as important as how the elec-
tionday runs,” shecomplained. “Andall
of those things have to do with freedom
of assembly, freedom of media. Do they
al haveaccesstothetelevision?Dothey
al have access to the radio? Do they
havethe ability to gather supportersina
town square?’

Karabakh To Elect New President On July 19

Votersin Nagorno-Karabakh will go to the pollson July 19 to elect anew
president, it was announced on Wednesday.

The date of the presidential election was set by the parliament of the
unrecognized Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR).

Arkady Ghukasian, the NKR’s current president who has been in power
since 1997, repeated earlier this year that he will not be seeking athird termin
office. A Karabakh law bars him from running for a third term.

Amongthelikely election frontrunnersare Bako Sahakian, chief of alocal
security service, and parliament speaker Ashot Ghulian.
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Demands For Voter Passports Spark
Election Controversy

By Gayane Abrahamyan

Reports of pro-government politi-
cal parties allegedly seizing voter pass-
ports has become one of the most con-
troversial issues surrounding the con-
duct of Armenia sMay 12 parliamentary
elections. Whileboththeruling Republi-
can Party of Armeniaand theinfluential
Prosperous Armenia Party have denied
any involvement, opposition parties
charge that the practice could seriously
affect the outcome of the vote.

Rosa Sanasarian, a 72-year-old
resident of Y erevan’ scentral Avanneigh-
borhood, told EurasiaNet that she was
forced to hand over her passport datato
district officials to receive a two-month
social welfare payment. The officials
stated that they needed the information
to register Sanasarian for the funds.

“People from the district adminis-
trationtold metovotefor theRepublican
Party, otherwise they threatened to take
away my “paros’ said Sanasarian, in
reference to her bi-monthly allowance.

Not al voters, however, object to
handing over their passports. In
Charbakh, asuburb of Y erevan, Gurgen
Mkrtumian, a 62-year-old construction
worker, said that he handed over to
Prosperous ArmeniaParty membersthe
passportsfor al five of the votersin his
family in exchange for 25,000 drams
(about $70).

“The party that's been chosen to
win will be elected no matter whether |
vote or not,” Mkrtumian explained. “I
will at least get the money | need very
much.” Mkrtumian said that he intends
to stand by his pledge to vote for Pros-
perous Armeniainreturnfor thecash. “I
have taken the money and | have given
my word as a man,” he said.

Membersof Armenia sopposition
claim that Prosperous Armenia, named
the frontrunner in many opinion polls,
and the ruling Republican Party of Ar-
menia (RPA) are using the passport
scoops to avoid detection of more overt
forms of vote manipulation on election
day by international observers, who are
expected to scrutinize this vote more
heavily than usual.

“People are told ‘Look, we take
your passport or your passport dataand
we will later check whom you have
voted for. We havegivenyou abribe, so
you vote for our candidate,’” charged
Grigor Harutyunian, a member of the
political council of the People’'s Party
of Armenia, one of themain opposition
partiesin parliament. “” We will know
if you don’t and it won’t be good for
you,”” he claimed voters are told.

Ruzan K hachatrian, aboard mem-
ber of the People’s Party of Armenia,
claimsthat thepracticeisnot limited to
targeting adults alone. “The passport
data are shamelessly gathered even at
schools,” she claimed. “The school
principals are mainly members of ei-
ther Prosperous Armenia or the Re-
publican Parties and force children to
bringintheir parents’ passports, prom-
ising high grades in return for them.”

BoththeRepublican Party and Pros-
perous ArmeniaParty have strongly de-
nied that they are involved in collecting
passports or paying votersfor the infor-
mation.

In aMarch 15 meeting with jour-

)

nalists, Parliamentary Speaker Tigran
Torosian, who holds the number two
spot on the Republican Party’s list of
candidates, affirmed that the party “has
not instructed anyone to collect pass-
ports or [to take] any such kind of
steps.”

Torosian, however, stopped short
of giving guarantees that election law
violations would not occur during the
campaign. “ The RPA has several tensof
thousands of members. Who can claim
to be able to supervise the activities of
these several tens of thousands of mem-
bers? Nobody, | think,” Torosian said.

On March 7, Deputy Parliamen-
tary Speaker Vahan Hovhannisian, a
member of the ruling council of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation, a
member of Armenia’s ruling coalition,
called on voters not to give out their
passports and passport numbers, warn-
ing that the practice was a crime.

Meanwhile, economist Vardan
Bostanjian, a member of Prosperous
Armeniad spolitical council and aparty
list candidate, maintains that Prosper-
ous Armenia has no need to use “arti-
ficial” meansto win votes. “ The party
has 370,000 membersand these people
havejoined it because of affection [for
the party] and because of their be-
liefs,” Bostanjian told reporters on
March 22.

Passport grabs are not the only
controversy to have marked the parlia-
mentary campaign, however. Consid-
erable debate has dogged the activities
of acharitable organization connected
with Prosperous Armenial eader Gagik
Tsarukian. Wheat and potato seeds
have been distributed to farmers for
sowing, free medical care providedin
theregions, and buses provided totrans-
port university students into Yerevan
freeof charge. The Republican Party and
opposition People' s Party have also re-
portedly undertaken various charitable
activities.

Armeniad s election code does not
provideclear guidanceonhow toqualify
such handouts. Thecodeprohibitschari-
tableactshby political partiesonly during
the official election campaign period.
The campaign for the May parliamen-
tary vote startson April 8 and lasts until
May 10. The code does not specify how
the restrictions apply to the pre-cam-
paign period.

Nor is the problem a new one.
Surveys performed by the Regional De-
velopment Center and Transparency
International Y erevan indicated that 75
percent of votersduring Armenia’ s2003
parliamentary vote had been offered fi-
nancial incentives to favor a certain
party or candidate.

Editor’'s  Note: Gayane
Abrahamyan is a reporter for the
ArmeniaNow onlineweekly.

Book Review

Novel DetailsHorrorsOf Armenian genocide

In her debut novel, Skylark Farm,
AntoniaArslan bringsto light the dev-
astating events of what many consider
to be the first genocide of the 20 th
century ? the killing of Armenians by
the Ottoman Empire?sY oung Turksat
the outbreak of World War I.

Arslan, an Armenian who has
livedin Italy and taught at auniversity
there, has fictionalized her family?s
story while using their real names.

Y erwant Arslanian, the author?s
grandfather, left home at 13 and trav-
eledtoItaly to study. Hisolder brother
Sempad, who has remained in a small
western Turkish town to raise his
large family, iswell-known and loved
throughout the community. Sempad
tries to catch up with Western fancies
and is oblivious to the approaching
war.

When the brothers? father dies,
Y erwant makes plans to visit Sempad
and his family at Skylark Farm, a
family estate in the country. But days
before Yerwant is to depart with car-
loads of gifts, Sempad and the other
Armenian malesof thevillagearemur-
dered by a renegade band of Turkish
soldiers at the farm and buried in the
freshly dug ground of a tennis court.

With the men gone, the women

have no choice but to leave in a depor-
tation caravan through the Syrian
desert, led by Turkish guides who
pillage and rape the defenseless and
starving group all the way to Aleppo.

Yerwant and his half-brother
Zareh breathlessly wait for news re-
garding their remaining family mem-
bers, aided by adistant relativewhois
aGreek Gypsy, and alame beggar who
istorn between helping hisfriendsand
the government initsplan to eliminate
the Armenians.

Arslan?s heartbreaking tale, like
the Holocaust, is horrific, a chroni-
cling of man?sinhumanity to man. But
it is ultimately a story of survival.

Simply written, Skylark Farm is
told from the perspective of several
people on both sides of the genocide,
including government officials, the
Arslanfamily, and even the accommo-
dating wife of the French consul in
Aleppo.

Graphic and often horrifying, the
detailsof themassacreand death march
through the desert make this novel
much more than a granddaughter?s
reimagining of her family history ? it
capturesamoment intimethat changed
thelivesof tensof thousands of people
forever.
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Deforestation Panel ToLaunch Armenian
Environmental Networ k

WASHINGTON, DC—Why is
deforestation such a critical problem
in Armenia? What are its social and
economic consequences? What can
we do about it? The Armenian Envi-
ronmental Network (AEN) is hosting
its inaugural event in Washington on
Monday, April 9, where various ex-
perts will discuss “Deforestation in
Armenia and the Path to Recovery.”

AEN isanewly formed group of
development professionals and stu-
dentswho are working to raise aware-
ness about a variety of environmental
problems in Armenia as they affect
public health, democracy building,
economic development, and security.

Thepanelistswill includeCharles
Dunlap, senior program manager of
theUSCivilian Research and Devel op-
ment Foundation, Frauke Jungbluth,
senior rural development economist at
the World Bank, Jeffrey Tufenkian,
president of Armenian Forests NGO,
and Jeff Masarjian, executive director
of Armenia Tree Project.

Theevent will alsoinclude open-
ing remarks by Ursula Kazarian, the
founding director of AEN’s main
branch in Washington. Kazarian will
discuss the mission of AEN and high-
light the network’ s collaboration with
environmental activistsand profession-
alsin Armenia.

“In partnership with colleagues
in Armeniaand the US, we have initi-
ated the Armenian Environmental Net-
work to introduce environmental and
energy concerns as critical and urgent
factors for consideration within
Armenia straditional development con-
text,” stated Kazarian. “Weareaiming
to attract development professionals,
environmental activists, and students
to the network, with the goal of pro-
moting public awareness and educa-
tion in environmental issues as they
pertain to Armenia’s overall develop-
ment.

“Worldwide, environmental is-
sues such as water shortages, energy
security, and climate change are being
increasingly recognized by govern-
ments and international organizations
as critical to human rights, political

GyumriMayor Survives
Assassination Bid

Continued frompagel

night surgery and was said to be recov-
ering from a bullet wound in his abdo-
men.

The fact that Ghukasian was shot
on his way home from a high-level
meeting of the governing Republican
Party of Armenia(HHK), of whichheis
a senior member, added a political di-
mensiontothedeadly incident. Thelate-
night meeting nominated the party’ stop
|leader, DefenseMinister Serzh Sarkisian,
for the post of prime minister which has
been vacant since the March 25 death of
Armenia spreviousRepublicanpremier,
Andranik Markarian.

The Gyumri mayor isno stranger to
controversy, having been accused by crit-
icsof leading abusinessclan that controls
much of the local economy and tolerates
no competition. Hehasal so earned notori-
ety for his flamboyant behavior that has
occasionally turned violent.

stability, and economic growth. We
have a shared responsibility as Arme-
nians to incorporate these factors into
our traditional views of Armenia’'s
development.

“There is a lot of good work
being done on the ground by locals as
well asby outside organizations, and it
is time that those activities were rec-
ognized and appreciated by those out-
side of Armeniawho may beinterested
in supporting these projects.”

Eventually, AEN hopes to help
direct such support both through
fundraising and collaboration with de-
velopment practitioners based in Ar-
menia. “There are so many talented
individuals and groups who will ben-
efit from increased communication,
both among each other as well aswith
outside sources. This network is long
overdue,” continued Kazarian.

AEN isinitsfinal stagesof orga-
nization development and will be
launching a website soon to comple-
ment its public activities. However,
thenetwork already hasan activegroup
of membersin Armenia and the US.
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L ark Musical Society ShowcasesTheWor ksOf
Grammy-Nominated Composer, TigranMansurian

GLENDALE -- Three concerts
on three nights under the auspices of
the Consulate General of the Republic
of Armenia.

In commemoration of the 92
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915, Lark Musical Society
presents a series of three concerts
featuring the music of composer
Tigran Mansurian. The series, en-
titled the “Mansurian Triptych,”
showcases the composer’s vocal,
chamber, and orchestral works, and
will take place on the evenings of
April 20, 23, and 25, respectively, at
8:00 pm. The first two concerts will
beheldinZipper Hall, Colburn School
of Music, 200 South Grand Avenue,
Los Angeles 90012; and the third
concert will take place at the Alex
Theater, 216 North Brand Boulevard,
Glendale 91203.

The first of the “Triptych”
events will feature Mansurian’s Ars
Poetica, on poetic selections by
Eghishe Charents. The second con-
cert, which isalso thefinal concert of

the “Dilijan” 2006-2007 season, will
be devoted to the composer’s cham-
ber works, performed by an ensemble
of nationally and internationally ac-
claimed musicians, including violist
Kim Kashkashian. Ms. Kashkashian
will also perform Mansurian’ sfamed
ViolaConcerto in the third concert of
the musical trilogy. This concluding
event also features the U.S. premiere
of the composer’'s recent Concerto
No. 2for Violinand String Orchestra,
with Dilijan artistic director Movses
Pogossian, as soloist.

TheLark Conservatory students
and graduates have been instrumental
in their organizational efforts to
present the choral, orchestral and
chamber works of one of Armenia’s
leading composers, whose Monodia
(ECM New Music Series) was homi-
nated for a 2004 Grammy Award.

For further information about the
event, or for detail sabout futureevents
at Lark, visit the Lark Musical Society
office, 543 Arden Avenue, Glendale,
CA 91203, or call 818-500-9997.
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>
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GLENDALE

BEVERLY HILLS

ORANGE COUNTY

J Slim-Band
Weight Loss Centers

David G. Davtyan M.D., FACS, FICS

Ept nigmd Ep Uhhwpbp wpwg B pindhan
b unphg [pub] wnnne G gbnbahly,
Whpwpnpd Thunfp CRangpbioth YEunpnip
winwgwnloud £ ownduwbg B wgurhng
Uphwiphpne umwgniu dhengp:

“LAP-BAND”

2001 pruuljuiuhg ubp dnpAwnne G undpoouo
widwlpuogup oquby £ hwphogpuanp bugbph

wubphlughtutph Uhhwpb G JEpuonupitb
hpbug gbinbglmupjaup, wnnnsnuphlup
b Gpewulmphoin:

We offer attractive financing,
LAP-BAND is now approved by Blue Cross.
Medicare and other insurance companies

GLENDALE (818) 546-1500

www.LapBandLa.com

DAVID G. DAVTYAN
M.D., FACS, FICS

We also specialize
in treatment of:
CAMCER and
diseaases of

- Breast

- Colon

- Stomach

- Liver, Pancreas

- Gall Bladder
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MIDDLE EAST

ey

RESTAURANT

s

MEDITERRANEAN
LEBANESE FOOD

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASION

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
BANQUET HALL

EVERY
FRIDAY ~ & ~

SATURDAY

ONAL ARABIC
INTERNATIONAL ~
e CALL FOR RESERVATION

910~E.MAIN ST ALHAMBRA,CA.
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

COME IN AND
ENJOY

OUR PATIO
AND THE

FINEST
SHISA

“HOOKAH”




E2 16 - GUPUMG, uMrrL 7, 2007

CeLyU

Surh-YEARS

Proud Past, Exciting Future.
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AGBU

AGBU Asbeds

Cordially invite you to

An Evening with Scholars
PRrROFESSOR VAHAKN DADRIAN

“Historical Answers to Turkish Denials”
and

PROFESSOR TANER AKCAM
“Turko-Armenian Relations After Hrant Dink”

FRIDAY, APRIL 20th, 2007 — 8:00 PM

AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
Aghajanian Hall
6844 Oakda%e Ave., Canoga Park, CA

Reception will follow
FREE ADMISSION
For more information please call (626)794-7942

GENOCIDE

COMMEMORATION

Please join the AGBU-AYA San Fernando Chapter
in remembering the Armenian Genocide of 1915 /l ‘\\

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2007
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm
AGBU-AYA NAZARIAN CENTER
6844 Oakdale Avenue, Canoga Park, CA (818) 313-9449

-- Opening Ceremony by --
the AGBU-AYA Antranig Scouts with anthems performed
by the AGBU-AYA Hye-Herosner Marching Band

-- Performances by --
the AGBU-AYA Sardarabad Dance Group

-- Participation of --
top bands Sight of Sound and Silent Noise

-- Special Guest Appearance by --
Daniel Decker, famous vocalist

-- Inspirational words by distinguished speakers --

FREE ADMISSION

Contributions are greatly appreciated and will assist AGBU-AYA in continuing
to prmu’d() cultural, scholastic, athletic and artistic programs for the Armenian _)'uurh.

4 AGBU Hye Geen )

Forum for Armenian Cultural
and Social Studies

&

CSULA School of Social Work
Armenian Social Work Caucus

Invite You to

THE 2ND ANNUAL
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONFERENCE

“The Status of Armenian Communities
Living in the United States”

Feature Speaker:

Prof. LYUDMILA HARUTYUNIAN, Ph.D.

Dean of Sociology Department,
Yerevan State University

Saturday, April 28, 2007
9:00 am to 3:30 pm

California State University, Los Angeles

5151 State University Drive,
Los Angeles, CA 90032

Registration — $25
Student Registration — $15

Program and registration available at

WWW.AGBU.ORG/HYEGEEN

Send inquiries to:

agbuhyegeen@gmail.com )

HiGH SCHODLE

GBU;% THE QUALITY AND SAFE ALTERNATIVE FOR YOUR CHILD’S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

5 2007-2008 ACADEMIC YEAR
GRADES 9 - 12
For registration information, a campus tour and meeting with the principal, please call (626) 794-0363

GBU:

uicH SCHOOLE

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSOR

S

6@@5(‘/“0 CROWNE PLAZA

L 0S ANGETLTES
6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040+ 323.721.2100 + 714.879.2100 » commercecasino.com

HOTELS & RESORTS
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251 South Olive St’zeet, Los %nge[es
10:30am /_;outique / Social Hour * 12:30pm Luncheon / Fashion Show

| ga’cine 626-755-4773 gc{epoyan@kotmai[.com
Z)zovig 626-429-8366 vcfko’zo@gaftoo.com

“Donation $75.00




