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Council of Europe Calls For Release Of Political Prisoners,
Independent Investigation Into the Post-Election Violence
And Scrap Of Restrictions On Freedom Of Assembly

F’

B :

YEREVAN -- Echoing state- Petrosian supporters demanding a re
ments by the European Union, therun of the February 19 presidential
Council of Europe urged the Arme- election.
nian authorities on Monday to allow “We stand behind the call for an
an independent investigation into the independent and impartial investiga-
post-election violence in Yerevan, re- tion of the events of March 1,” Per
lease political prisoners and scrap theirSjogren, head of the Ago Group, told a
controversial restrictions on freedom joint news conference with Foreign
of assembly. Minister Vartan Oskanian. He said the

Senior diplomats representing the Council of Europe is ready to assist in
Strasbourg-based organization’s deci-such an inquiry but stressed that it
sion-making Committee of Ministers should be conducted by a local body
said that is essential for ending enjoying “wide trustamong the Arme-
Armenia’s political crisis sparked by nian population.”
last month’s presidential election and The vast majority of the arrested
putting the country back on a “demo- oppositionists are facing lengthy prison
cratic track.”

The diplomats, who make up the from the March 1 violence that left at
committee’s so-called Ago Group least eight people dead. Like the EU,
monitoring Armenia’s compliance with the Council of Europe body indicated

Opposition Political
Prisonors Start
Hunger Strike

YEREVAN -- Three dozen arrested
opposition leaders and activists began a
collective hunger strike on Wednesday
to demand their release from jail and an
end to government repressions against
supporters of former President Levon
Ter-Petrosian.

According to Ter-Petrosian’s of-
fice, most of them will end the protest on
Thursday and but will refuse food “in-
definitely” if the authorities fail to meet
their demands by April ®rime Minister
today.” Serzh Sarkisian is scheduled to be sworn

Although the Swedish diplomat inas Armenia’s next president on that day.
described as “positive” the Armenian The full list of the hunger strikers
government’'s response to his fact-was made available to RFE/RL by a

43

Head of Ago Group Per Sjogren

sentences on coup charges stemmindinding team’s calls, it was not clear Justice Ministry department managing

whether they were accepted in full or Armenia’s prisons. Under Armenian
in part. prison regulations, they have to inform
The Ago Group members also the department about the extraordinary

its Council of Europe commitments, its belief that at least some of them aremet with Ter-Petrosian on Sunday. action. A department spokesman said all

spent the past two days meeting seniomolitical prisoners.
government and law-enforcement of- “We stand behind the calls from
ficialsin Yerevan. They also visited the many international organizations that

“They discussed the situation in the of them have done so on Tuesday and
wake of the election and possible waysWednesday.
out,” a spokesman for Armenia’s Among the protesting detainees

basement jail of the National Security those who were arrested since Marchformer president, Arman Musinian, are parliament deputies Miasnik

Service (NSS) where some of more 1 in conjunction with political activi-
than 100 arrested opposition leadersties should be released,” Sjogren said
and activists are being kept. He also criticized the recent amend-
The diplomats’ resulting recom- ments to Armenia’s law on rallies that
mendations are essentially identical with allow the NSS and the police to ban
those of the European Union. In two further anti-government protests prac-
separate statements issued early thigically at will.
month, the EU’s Slovenian presidency According to Sjogren, the so-
said that in order to defuse the crisis,called Venice Commission, which scru-
the Armenian government should en-tinizes legislation in Council of Europe

gage in dialogue with opposition leader member states, has arrived at a similar

Levon Ter-Petrosian and release all ofconclusion. “The Venice Commission

his supporters arrested for their politi- has done an urgent analysis of these
cal activities. The statements also calledrevisions, and there are a number of

for an independent investigation into critical points [in its report,]” he said.
the March 1 deadly clashes between“We have forwarded this report to the
security forces and thousands of Ter-minister of justice and the government

Freeze Of U.S. Aid To Armenia ‘Very Real’

YEREVAN -- Speaking to journal-
ists on Friday, the U.S. charge d’affaires
in Armenia, Joseph Pennington, said that
the United States could freeze its multi-
million-dollar economic assistance to
Armenia if the authorities in Yerevan
continue to crack down on dissent,
restrict civil liberties and roll back demo-
cratic reforms.

The Armenian government’s un- -
precedented crackdown on the opposi- TITIR
tion that followed last month’s disputed U.S. charged_ affaire
presidential election has prompted seri- Joseph Pennington

told RFE/RL. “The first president re- Malkhasian and Sasun Mikaelian, former

affirmed his commitment to the pro- Foreign Minister Aleksandr Arzumanian,

posals made by the European Unionand Ararat Zurabian, chairman of the

presidency.” opposition Armenian Pan-National Move-
“We mostly listened to him [to ment (HHSh).

understand] how he sees the situation The hunger strikers are among at

in the country, including the elections, least 102 Ter-Petrosian loyalists arrested

events of March 1, and other relatedand prosecuted on a string of charges

issues,” Sjogren said. carrying lengthy prison sentences.

Human Rights Watch Deplores Armenian Rally Ban

NEW YORK -- Aleadinginterna- which Armenia is a party, guarantees
tional human rights organization de- freedom of assembly, and governments
manded on Friday that the Armenian may not place unreasonable restric-
authorities lift their effective ban on tions on this right.”
opposition demonstrations and end “The European Court of Human
mass detentions of opposition sup-Rights has described the right to as-
porters gathering in Yerevan. semble peacefully as “one of the foun-
“The Armenian government should dations of a democratic society” and
allow peaceful demonstrations, not banhas made clear on a number of occa-
them,” Holly Cartner, Europe and Cen- sions that individuals cannot lose their
tral Asia director at Human Rights Watch right to peaceful assembly as a result
(HRW), said in a statement. “The new of punishable acts committed by oth-
restrictions effectively punish peaceful ers in the course of a demonstration,”
demonstrators for the violence that tookadded the New York-based group.
place on March 1.” The restrictions are clearly de-
Cartner referred to controversial signed to prevent renewed opposition
amendments to Armenia’s law on pub- demonstrations following the lifting of
lic gatherings that were passed bya20-day state of emergencyin Yerevan
parliament last week. One of thoseon Friday. Hundreds of people have
amendments allows the Armenian po-since been gathering in the city’s North-
lice and the National Security Service ern Avenue leading to Liberty Square,

ous concern from Washington. U.S. lenge Corporation (MCC), warned that (NSS) to ban rallies practically at will. the site of Ter-Petrosian’s massive
Secretary of State Condoleezza Ricethe U.S. governmentagency managing Another amendment allows the post-election rallies which is currently
said on March 12 that the imposition of the scheme could “suspend or termi-authorities to bar the opposition from guarded by police. The latter are trying
a state of emergency in Yerevan “madenate” the five-year aid package. In rallying supporters for an unspecified to end the daily silent protests by ran-
it necessary” to freeze some of the U.S.particular, he sited the 20-day state ofperiod of time after street gatherings domly detaining dozens of their par-
aid programs. She appeared to refer teemergency and the resulting govern-resulting in casualties. The ban shallticipants and releasing them without a
$235.6 million in aid which Washington ment ban on independent news report-remain in force until the end of the charge several hours later.
has promised allocate to Armenia undering. official investigation into a particular According to the national Police
its Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) Daniel Fried, the assistant secre-case of deadly street violence. Service, 46 people were taken into
program. tary of state for European and Eur- “The new amendments violate custody from Northern Avenue on
In a March 11 letter to Robert asian affairs, told RFE/RL last week Armenia’s obligation to respect peace- Wednesday alone. Journalists at the
Kocharian, John Danilovich, chief ex- ful assembly,” said HRW. “The Euro- scene counted at least 25 such deten-
ecutive of the U.S. Millennium Chal- Continuedonpage4 pean Convention on Human Rights, totions in the following days.
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Turkey Changes Lobbying Firm In US Congress ACNIS Focuses OnNATO's Enlargement
Toward The Caucasus
WASHINGTON, DC -- Turkey Turkish Ambassador to the US
has parted ways with former House Nabi Sensoy, who said Livingston ™ 1

L.

Appropriations Committee Chairman helped transfer the lobbying business
Bob Livingston, whose lobbying firm to DLA Piper, released a statement
has represented the country for thepraisingthe lawmaker as “a gentleman
past eight years. of remarkable capabilities and stat-
Turkey has not renewed its long- ure.”
standing contract with The Livingston Sensoy also noted that Turkey
Group, and is instead transferring its had begun to restructure its lobbying
main lobbying business to DLA Piper, team by hiring DLA Piper last year and
a multinational law firm that had split described that as part of a transition.
the government-relations workload with The parting of Turkey and The
Livingston over the past year, US con- Livingston Group ends one of the more
gressional newspaper The Hill reportedlucrative Washington lobbying con-
on Monday. According to The Hill, tractsforforeign governments. In April
former House Majority Leader Dick 2006, Turkey renewed its relationship
Armey, a senior policy adviser with with Livingston through a year-long
DLA Piper, will replace Livingston as contract worth $1.8 million. In May
Turkey’s top GOP lobbyist with Con- 2007, Turkey hired DLA Piper on a
gress. Armey, who lobbied alongside $100,000-per-month contract while
Livingston last year, will partner with retaining Livingston. Turkey mounted
former House Minority Leader Rich- a massive lobbying campaign last year

ard Gephardt, who lobbies Democratsto defeat House Resolution recogniz- : : process of democracy in Armenia and
for Turkey at DLA Piper. ing the Armenian Genocide at the handster for National and International Stud- the country’s external security chal-

It is unclear whether Turkey or of the Ottoman Empire. ies (ACNIS) has convened a foreign lenges. In Khurshudian’s view, the

Livingston initiated the split, which Though the resolution passed the policy roundtable to discuss NATO’s Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
both sides insisted was amicable. “WeHouse Foreign Affairs Committee, Caucasus enlargement policy and itstion (CSTO) prefers to defend the
have enjoyed a wonderful relationship many of its co-sponsors withdrew impact on Armenian interests. The political regimes of its member na-
for eight years, we've had a lot of their support after meeting with meeting broughttogether diplomatic tions rather than guarantee the actual
legislative victories together, and we Turkey’s lobbyists. That, along with representatives, leading analysts,security of those countries. “Interms
wish the Turkish people lots of contin- pressure from Republicans and thepolicy specialists, public and politi- of civilization orientation, there is a
ued success and happiness in the fuBush administration, forced House cal figures, and media representa-significant difference between the
ture,” Livingston said in a statementto Speaker Nancy Pelosi to postpone atives. aspirations of our people and the cur-
The Hill. floor vote on the resolution last year. ACNIS director of administra- rent political system and mode of
tion Karapet Kalenchian welcomed the operation of the authorities. The bulk
audience with opening remarks. “In of the Armenian body politic is in-
today’s discussion, we will attemptto clined toward Western values,
elucidate the primary measures Ar- whereas the country’s administration
menia needs to undertake in light of is devoted to the letter and spirit of the
possible military and political rear- CSTO,” Khurshudian noted, under-
rangements taking place in our re-scoring the fact that Armenia will
gion,” Kalenchian said. “Inwhich di- become isolated if Georgia enters
rection should Armenia turn if our NATO. He also pointed to the need for
neighbor Georgia becomes a NATO further developing Armenia’s relations
member sometime in the future? Whatwith NATO regardless of the fact as
challenges will our country face? to when a full membership can be-

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Cen-

Armenian Genocide Discussion In The Israeli
Knesset End In Scandal

JERUSALEM -- The Israeli age,” said Zeev Elkin, for his part.
Knesset was deciding on a panel to Representatives of left radical
discuss the Armenian Genocide rec-Merez party, who stand for the recog-
ognition issue. nition of Armenian genocide, demanded

During the session, Knessetmem-from the Commission to inspect the
bers Zeev Elkin and Joseph Shagaldecision in compliance with the Char-
who hold opposit opinion on the issue, ter of Knesset. The Israeli parliamen-

entered a hot debate. tarians will go on holidays till 19 May hich will be the best option f it
“Elkin, as chairman of Israel-Ar- and the issues may be considered only’' /¢ WITl b€ the best option forcome areality.

meniainterparliamentary group, initiated after the holidays. However, Shagal guar_anteelng the security of the_ Ar- In his |ntervent|0n, independent
the discussion together with Haim Oron. being a chairman of Israeli Azerbaijani menian people and the state?_Wl!I weanalyst Manvel Sargs!an spoke abo'ut
Israel has held a neutral position on theinter-parliamentary friendship group benefit or suffgr f'rom our continuing the changes thgt are Ilkglyto occurin
issue for 60 years. All my attempts to js assured that the issue on recognitioncO0P€ration within the framework of the Caucasus if Georgia becomes a
warn about inexpedience of the move of Armenian genocide will be closed in the Collective Security Treaty Orga- NATO member. He emphasized that
were fruitless,” Shagal said. Knesset after the holidays. nization?” in contrast to Georgia, the probable
“l regret that our discussion ex- The issue was to be considered The day’s first speaker was changes will bring forth entirely dif-
ceeded the frames of ethics. All what by the Israeli Knesset Commission on Armenia’s former deputy minister of ferent problems for Armenia. In
happened damages the Knesset's imforeign Affairs and Security. defense Vahan Shirkhanian, who notSargsian’s assessment, these prob-

ruling out a repeat of the Balkan sce-lems depend specifically on the pos-
GENERALCONTRACTOR

nario in our region, looked into sible threat of neighbors, the lack of
BID REQUEST

Armenia’s security threats against theappealing natural resources, and on
backdrop of Georgia's probable ac- the fact that the Artsakh conflict to
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cession to NATO. In Shirkhanian’'s date remains unresolved. “In global
Pasadena Airport Authority for Project Number E07-20, Engi-

viewpoint, if and when the unfolding politics, the geopolitical importance
events take a certain course, Armeniaof Armenia is being linked to its re-

neered Material Arresting System Widening project. This project

consists of, but is not limited to, the procurement, delivery ang

could face not only food shortage, but gional role as a factor that holds back
installation of the northward widening of the existing Engineered|]

also confront possible military ac- the politico-military activeness of
Material Arresting System (EMAS) in place on the east departur

end of Runway 8-26g at the Bob Hope Airport. Plans and specific
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at bobhopeairport.com under Business Opportunities. All bidder
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registered with Airport Engineering will be considered
non-responsive. Call Bobbi Greenspahn at (818) 565-1305 for ma
information. A pre-bid conference will be conducted on April 10
2008, at 10:00 A.M. at the Bob Hope Airport Engineering Office
2800 Clybourn, Burbank, California, 91505. Located at the cornef
of Sherman Way and Clybourn.

tions. Expressing his concern, Turkey and Azerbaijan,” Sargsian as-
Shirkhanian explained that “once the serted. Sargsian continued that such a
territorial integrity of Georgia is re- role is equally acceptable for both
stored with NATO’s assistance, NATO and Russia who are more in-
Azerbaijan likewise will starta mara- terested in the impact that the Arme-
thon race towards NATO member- nian factor has on Turkey.

ship. As a result, Armenia will be The policy roundtable concluded
surrounded by the three countries ofwith an exchange of opinions and policy
the North Atlantic Alliance and there- recommendations among Nino
fore will rely solely on Iran”. On the Aptsiauri of the Georgian Embassy;
other hand, according to him, the ACNIS senior analyst Tatul Hakobian;
great victory achieved in Karabagh political scientists Edward Antinian and
might be the price Armenia has to pay Ara Sargsian; director Tevan Poghosian
for sprinting toward NATO member- and analyst Ashot Khurshudian from
ship. the International Center for Human

In his talk, ACNIS senior ana- Development; and several others.

Iyst HOVSGp Khurshudian explored the I
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Serge Sarkisians Grand Coalition Genocide, Diplomacy And Terrorism
Against Democracy Assembly of Turkish American Associations Meet With

Los Angeles Times Editorial Board

By Toros Sarian tions and censor. In the last 20 years

the people of Armenia , especially in A partial transcript from the And why should we be subject to that

On the 21st March two political the capital city of Yerevan, have gath- meeting of the Assembly of Turk- ... sort of self justification?”

events took place in Armenia. Firstly, ered a lot of experience of demonstrat-ish American Associations with the Ural: It has been proven that the
President Kocharian proclaimed theing and carry out Civil Disobedience: editorial board of Los Angeles Holocaust happened; it has not been
ending of the State of Emergency andin the beginning to show solidarity for Times. proven that the genocide has happened
secondly, Serge Sarkisian, Gagikthe war over Mountainous Karabakh, April 2, 2008
Tsarukian, Arthur Baghdasarian andthen against the Soviet Regime and for Ahmet Atahan, president , Asso-
Armen Rustamian signed a Grand Coa-independence. In 1991 after Armenia’s Leaders of an umbrella group for ciation of Turkish Americans of South-

lition contract to form the new Arme- long sought independence, the pro-Turkish-American groups stopped by ern California: If you're talking in the
nian Government. The new coalition tests were directed against a homeThe Times recently to discuss the streets [to] an Anatolian-born Arme-
announced three important goals: thegrown undemocratic government. It debate over the Armenian genocide,nian or American-born Armenian, their
strengthening of Democratic Reforms, is tragic to recognize that the people of Turkey’s membership in the European views reflect, | think, a little bit differ-
improvement in the protection of Hu- Armenia have never experienced aUnion and quashing Kurdish separat-ent than the political side of the whole
man Rights and reforms to increasedemocratic, free and fair election of ism in northern Iraq. Below are high- issue. So when you say Armenians,
the standard of living of the popula- either a State President or a Statelights from that meeting. yes, we do talk with Armenians. Yes,
tion. These political negotiations had Government. Each President and Gov- Tim Cavanaugh: The L.A. Times we do work with them, we live with
begun before the Bloody 1st March ernment has come to power under thels on record as supporting the termthem, we entertain ourselves with them.
and the start of the State of Emer-shadow of manipulation and fraud, genocide to describe whatever itis thatBut when it comes to the political
gency. There aim was to stunt the squashing all protests for democracyhappened in the early part of the 20thangle, some sectors [are] driving the

growth of the opposition movement with police state efficiency. century. We'd be interested in hearingwhole issue. It’s different than the
which had been reenergized by the elec- The Armenian capital, Yerevan, your views on that. common Armenian that's really think-
tion debacle. The success of the negotiahas been the stage for protests against ~ Nurten Ural, president, Assem- ing in a different wavelength ...

bly of Turkish American Associations: Cavanaugh: We had the Arme-
Sure. Well, as far as the events ofnian prime minister in a few months
1915, of course we do not like to call back, and he suggested ... we're talk-
it a genocide because it was not aing about Armenian Americans, right?
genocide. We do agree that many Ar-Because ... the prime minister’s dis-
menians died at that time; we feel very cussed the idea that this is something
bad about that, but many if not more that gets people exercised more in the
Turks and Muslims died at the time. It diaspora than it does in Armenia itself
was a time of war, and in war, people ...
die. But we really think Turkey’s posi- Allison Block, advocacy direc-
tion on this is — Turkey has opened its tor, ATAA: There’s no question about
archives, and they say, let’s get all thethat. In fact, there are more [Arme-
historians, open up all the archives, letnians] living outside of Armeniathanin
them dive into the archives, researchArmenia proper. In fact, Armenia
what really happened, and everybodyproper is suffering incredibly because
will accept whatever happened. of this. As you are aware, the border
What we don't like is having the between Turkey and Armenia is closed
politicians make history or set history right now. It was closed for obviously
when they’re not that knowledgeable a different issue, but such political
about history. If the historian part tension has caused Turkey to keep the
tions is being experienced by the peopleelectoral manipulation and political doesn’t work, let’s take it to court — border shut ... Should this issue be
of Armenia at this moment. While some suppression for the last 20 years thehave the international court get histo- brought to Congress and decided upon
parties and politicians gathered aroundhighpoint being the mass demonstra-rians or whatever to see what hap-in Congress, that indeed the United
Levon  Ter-Petrosian, Arthur tion which took place after the 19th penedinthose days. As Turkish Ameri- States recognizes this is genocide, |
Baghdasarian joined the tried and tested-ebruary elections this year. The eventscans, we’re very strong on this, that, think you'll find that the border will
alliance of the Republican Party of after the 19th are reminiscent of the you know, as far as the fact, let’s find stay shut and Armenia itself as a coun-
Armenia, the ARF Dashnaktsutyun and mass demonstrations of the people ofout what the real facts are instead oftry will suffer even more. Turkish
Gakig Tsarukians Party "ProsperousYerevan which began in 1988 and ledwhat we want them to be or what businesspeople and Armenian
Armenia". to Armenia’s independence in 1991. others want them to be ... businesspeople are already trying to
Thereby, leaving Raffi Hovannis- Those who describe the demonstra- Cavanaugh: Whatkind of discus- find ways to cooperate because ...
ians Heritage (Zharangutiun) Party astors of today as being traitors, paid sions do you have with Armenian thereis no question thatthisis a diaspora
the only real opposition in the National agents of the West or merely vandalsgroups, Armenian-American groupsin issue ...
Assembly. The question this raises is ifare openly showing their disrespect particular? Cavanaugh: How does this im-
this Grand Coalition in the national As- for people. For people who have risked Ural: Well, we try to have discus- pact you guys as Turkish Americans?
sembly really reflects the political reality their lives, made immense sacrifices sions ... We invite them always to These are international issues that are
in Armenia and more importantly if the and demonstrated time and time againdebates; in fact, some of my bestfor other people to settle, so where do
coalition partners will feel obliged to for a democratic perspective in their friends are Armenians. Secretly, they you come into this?
fulfil their democratically sounding own independent country. Among the come to us; openly, publicly, they Ural: Personally, my niece came
promises? people who demonstrated peacefullyrefuse to come to us ... To us, we havefrom school crying — well, my brother
In fact Armenia has never been in Freedom Square for 10 days werethe same culture as the Armenians: Wehad to go get her from school — when
so politically divided as today and is surely also many who had attended thehave the same music, we have thean eight-year-old girl tells my niece,
split deeply into two political camps. countless demonstrations for democ-same foods — we should get along ... “Your grandfather killed by grandfa-
The electoral manipulation of the 19th racy and freedom over the last 20 We need to get this out into the open,ther,” and my niece has no idea what
February and the 10 days of continu-years. These people have earned ouwe need to get past it, we need to gothey’re talking about ... That is what
ous peaceful protests of tens of thou-respect as in a land where despotismpn. we don't like to see, when our children
sands of citizens culminating in the nepotism, corruption, and social need The thing that personally ... up- [are] attacked in school for no reason
bloodbath on the 1st of March have makes life at times unbearable for thesets me about this whole thing is teach-whatsoever, for a reason that they're
left deep scars. The twenty day Statemajority, a shred of hope for a better ing children hatred. In this time in the not even aware of ... That should not
of Emergency had taken away the lastfuture still survives within a large sec- world, we don’t need that. We need to be encourage by parents; that should

Coalition partners: toasting "end of democracy"

remnants of an already weak Freedomtion of the population. teach them peace and to get along withnot be taught by parents ...
of Press culture. The arrogant and Now after the last manipulated each other. Cavanaugh: Is this formed to some
arbitrary brutality in which the state election, three questionable parties, Cavanaugh: They can come in degree by the fact that the United

apparatus has suppressed all dissentalong with the Republican Party of and make their own case ... but just asStates at the time was among the few
ing voices over the last weeks is not aArmenia which defines itself as a na- a question: What you hear from Arme- patrons the Armenians had? ... Is that
good omen for the future. The opposi- tional-conservative party, want to join nian groups is, you know, when you something that sort of structurally

tion press and critical movements areforces to govern the country. Gagik say debate, the response to that isworks against you guys, that there is
stunned and for the first time since the Tsarukian, the most powerful oligarch “Well, we don’t ask Jewish groups to this long history of sympathy?

fall of the Soviet Dictatorship, power- come in and debate German groups

less against the state ordered restric- Continuedonpage4 aboutwhether the Holocaust happened. Continued on page 4
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AGBU Hye Geen Conference: AWeapon Armenian Studies Program, University Of Michigan, Ann Arbor
By Sona Yacoubian nian Identity? Professor Bloxham Lectures On
Attending any intellectual event, The “Organization of Genocide”
It takes months of meetings, plan- sharing the history, the culture of our
ning, searching, communicating, adver- national treasures will only enlighten us Professor Donald Bloxham of

tising, and agonizing over details to final- to solve the new concerns of our ethnicEdinburgh University, UK, discussed §
ize the end product. Stress and someheritage: A WEAPON in our Diaspora the topic “Organization of Genocide” |
times panic are the ever present ingredi-2gainst surrender is to encourage theduring a public lecture held at the [S
ents organizing a public event. The organizers, appreciate the presenters ani/niversity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, on 1%

uncertainty of the number of attendeesapplaud ourselves. Wednesday, March 19.
and success of the event gives the plan- ~ When we attend the event we In an innovative approach to the P g
ners many sleepless nights. empower each other. We take a stepstudy of genocides, Professor Bloxham§

The AGBU Hye Geen Committee forward in securing our future genera- focused on issues such as the method ’*ﬁ-"
members are volunteers, mostly busytions. When the hall is full of attendees used to implement a genocide and theg¥ m/' !Hh
professionals, they work, tend to the we geta feeling of fulfillment, a sense of categories of people who do the actualp, ¢ossor Donald Bloxham
family, to their children, and even to being on the right track of achieving our killings, using examples from the Ar-
grandchildren. Pure logic dictates thatmission. Every one is important and menian Genocide, the Holocaust, andjs the author of Genocide on Trial: War
surviving the daily routine which might every one has a duty to keep the beaco®thers cases. Most importantly, Pro- Crimes Trials and the Formation of
be quite trying and hectic would exhaust of light passed down by our forefathers fessor Bloxham dissected the relation-Holocaust History and Memory , (Ox-
their energies. But these dedicated vol-for posterity. ship between the state and genocide.ford University Press, 2001); The Great
unteers are responding to their instinct IN APRIL "A WEAPON" Defi- The lecture was organized by the Game of Genocide: Imperialism, Na-
of self preservation by announcing their nitely!! Come and attend The AGBU Hye Armenian Studies Program at the Uni-tionalism and the Destruction of the
third yearly conference of 2008. They Geen Conference which will take place versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor and Ottoman Armenians (Oxford Univer-
will not succumb to the immense pow- Saturday, April 12, 2008 9:00 AM to co-sponsored by The Frankel Centersity Press: 2005); Genocide, the World
ers of naturalization and globalization. 3:30 PM at the Cal State Los Angelesfor Judaic Studies at the same univer-wars, and the Unweaving of Europe
What really intrigues me though is University in conjunction with its School sity. (forthcoming, Vallentine, Mitchell and
the passive surrender of our country-of Social work. For further information Donald Bloxham is Professor of Co., 2008). With Mark Levene, he is
men and women to their daily routine. E-mail: agbuhye geen @gmail.com or Modern History at Edinburgh Univer-  editor of the forthcoming ten-volume
Who are we if we loose our Arme- call (626) 794-7942. sity. At the age of 34, he is the young- Oxford monograph series Zones of
est full professor of history in the UK. Violence . He is also author of nearly
Serge Sarkisians Grand Coalition fle 1s the winner of the 2006 Philp fifty articles and book chapters.
. everhulme Prize, the 2007 University During the current academic year
Against Democracy of Edinburgh Chancellor’'s Award, and Professor Bloxhamis J.B. and Maurice
Continued frompage 3 taken place. Those suspected of bethe 2007 Raphael Lemkin Award for C. Shapiro Senior Scholar-in-Resi-
longing to or sympathizing with the Genocide Scholarship. dence at the United States Holocaust
in Armenia, became with his party, opposition, have been relieved of their Among otherworks, Dr. Bloxham Memorial Museum in Washington, DC.
“Prosperous Armenia”, the second duties. Before the ending of the State - - -
largest fraction in the National Assem- of Emergency a new law was passed Genoude, D|plomacyAnd Terrorism
bly, the ARF Dashnaktsutyun, which inthe National Assembly with a vote of _
has been part of the corrupt govern-90 to 6, which in practice forbids the Continuedfrompage3 of people dislocated and everything.
ment for the last ten years, and theright to demonstrate. When you look at it, so does that mean,
“Orinats Yerkir” Party of Arthur Therefore, it is more than doubt- Block: Iwouldn't necessarily say a few years down the road people can
Baghdasarian, who was described adul thatthe Grand Coalition, represent- that’s a factor. easily say, “Americans caused the big
traitor two years ago and was forceding more than 90 per cent of the Mem- Atahan: There’s a couple details lossin Iraq, so that was a genocide™? Or,
to step down from his post as Presi-bers of the National Assembly , will there ... Don’t label the whole thing you look at it in a more logical way ...
dent of the Parliament. fulfil its promises to uphold Democ- 1915 events, because when you lookand you look at the reasons and say ...
This Grand Coalition, which was racy and respect the Rule of Law. Theat history, you have to look at ... a “This is a war time, this is what hap-
hammered together behind closedGovernment Coalition of the RPA and much wider time period to see the realpened ...” Butif you put the emotions on
doors during the twenty day State of ARF Dashnaktsutyun has already hadreasons and kind of why things hap- the table, and don’t look at the realistic
Emergency, wishes to realize exactlyten years to lay the foundations for apened ... because there are event®nd ofit, of course the picture’s going to
the same goals for which protesters onfunctioning democracy and have failed after 1915 that Armenians don't talk be totally different ...
the 1st March were beaten up andmiserably. You do not need to be aboutthat[are]actually againstthem... Cavanaugh: Why would [Arme-
killed for: Democracy, Human Rights prophet to see that this failure will You cannot just look at a narrow nian Americans] push the issue?
and a better Standard of Living The continue in the future. Instead of rid- timeframe. When you look at ... the Ural: Land. Money.
people who were witness to the eventsding Armenia of corruption, nepotism end of the 18th century, you'll also see Atahan: Notjustland ... butalso, if
of the previous weeks probably expectand social injustice and instead of fol- that there are a lot of religious missionsyou're able to get an 18-year-old kid
little from this Grand Coalition. What lowing a path of steady democratic and activities. So when you look at the today have certain feelings because he’s
is certain about the coalition is that reforms, this hotchpotch of power American point of view, there [are] an Armenian. So you lose that hatred as
Order, Peace, Stability and Security hungry political egos will immerse some religious-influenced events thata tool to keep an identity, you use it for
will return to Armenia at the price of itself in the task of simply widening show sympathy ... other purposes, and you need to keep on
repression, censorship and loss of Hu-and deepening the power and influence Ural: Also, events such as the going for financial gain [and] for other
man Rights. of their own people, parties and friends: Armenians taking and being allies with purposes. But is that the reality? Who
In State institutions and in minis- as before. the Russians fightinggainstthe Turks. knows — that’s a different issue. With
tries a political cleansing campaign has Hamburg  Like | said, it's a time of war; that's why Turks, it was overcome. We had losses;
many of them died, just as well as Turksbury it, get over it ...
Freeze Of U.S. Aid To Armenia ‘Very Real’ did. There’s alot of complications ... It's | had my relatives die. My grand-
not just a thing saying, you know, Turks parents and family, the whole village
Continued from page 1 democratic trajectory, then obviously killed Armenians and it's a genocide.  vanished. But | don’t feel hatred for
the possibility of suspension is very Atahan: Forget old times, come to anybody because of it. It was a war
that the authorities should free individu- real,” he added. today. When you look at Iraq today, time, it happened, period. My life is
als arrested for their participation in Pennington noted that Armenia’s there are a number of deaths, a numbedifferent...
post-election opposition demonstrationseligibility for MCA funding was “i

in
and engage in dialogue with opposition trouble” even before the dramatic post- ‘l’ﬂp prﬂ l\‘l,‘L
leader Levon Ter-Petrosian. election eventsin Yerevan. He pointed to

Joseph Pennington stressed thata perceived lack of democratic change,

the promised assistance has not beemestrictions on press freedom and the cennkusussubLkh 3U3suabrh
frozen yet. “That decision has not beenscale of government corruption in the dquuvuuvuuusnisspe

made,” he said. “We think it is only fair country.

to give the new administration time to The U.S. aid package is designed

turn the situation around. So if we seeto significantly reduce rural poverty by CHARTER CABLE 280-"M YU3SUUL

those negative trends turn into a positiveupgrading Armenia’s irrigation networks (LILHJSt3|., mnp‘ntbe’ LU ethﬂJBU)

direction, obviously that will have a and dout 1,000 kilometers of rural roads.
positive impact on the decisions of MCC.” According to Armenian and U.S. officials, GLOABCAST SATELLITE
“But if we don’t see acommitment itwould benefit 75 percentofthecountry's f| IpULQCURLMBP tNPGUN3GUL dUUL 10:00-11:00

on the Armenian side to get back on amillion-strong rural population.
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network. We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses

* Dental Coverage

* Medicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1807 W GLENOAKS BLVD, #202
GLENDALE, CA 91201

(818) 502-3233
HARUTGEXCELHYE.COM
WWW.EXCELHYE.COM

CA Insurance
License #0B828270

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

s Life Insurancea
iy BC Life & Meoith insunence Compdny

+ H3A-Compatible Plans
iy BC [¥fe & MHeaith insurenoe Company

* Integrated Workers' Compensation

iy Emporeers Compensiatian nsumance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health cara!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

Bluse Cross ol Calilornés [BCD) and BC Lile & Heshth Wiurance Compary [BCLEAH] are
Independent Licensees of the Blee Cross Adsociation [BCAL The Powes of Blue and the Blue
Cross name and symbal are registered service marks of the BCA. ©3H005 BCC

Q}Iﬂ

BlueCross

of Califernia

The Power of Blug™

CANT1G
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MELODY INTERNATIONAL
MUSIC SCHOOL Inc.
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Join Our New Music School in Pasadena
By Experineced & Educated Teachers

Piano, Keyboard, Violin, Viola, Vocals, Singing, Guitaj
Bass, Flute, Duduk, Drums & Percussion lessons for
ages and levels
Professional Digital Recording studio
for all your audio recording needs

1060 N. Allen Ave. #D Pasadena, CA 91104
Phones: (626) 797-8867 & (818) 599-1606
and
334 N. Central Avenue Unit 202
Glendale, CA 91203
Phones: (818) 244-8244 & (818) 599-1606
Visit us at: www.musiclessons4u.com
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[temational Academy of Los Arngeles
Presents

An Evening Honoring Composer, Director &
Pioneer of Armenian Television

SARKY MOURADIAN

Manuel
Kevin George

Chuko

Andre Danik
Narine Shahbazian

Flora Martirosian

SE RV EVEIET

Hovik Krikorian
GENEELGHIE]
Jenny Armen

Adiss Harmandyan
Vatche
Hovik Grigorian
Levon Sevan

Maxim

TENINLGUETG EUET
Razmik Mansourian
Armen Aloyan

Hosts: Anahit Martirossian, Aramayis Gharibyan, Noune Serobian

Thursday, April 10, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

ALEX THEATER

216 North Brand Blvd., Glendale, California 91203

FOR TICKETS CALL:

(818) 913-2299
(818) 265-0506

FOR INFORMATION CALL: (B18) 243-57232
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HELP US BUILD BLOCKS THAT WILL MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE!




