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Media City Ballet

Under the Artistic Direction of 2
Natasha Middleton and Ruben Tonoyan 7

with dancers Arsen Sevabion and Fdgar Nikolvan L

r -l--' 0 V E -
FREEDOM
Aram Khachaturian
An Evening of The Much Beloved Armenian
Composer And His Ballets
Excerpts from Gavane, Spartacus

Saturday, August 16" 2008, 7:30 PM

at the Alex Theatre
216 Morth Brand Boulevard, Glendale, CA
For maore info visit www.mediacityballet.org

TICKETS: (818) 243-ALEX(2539)
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FANTASY

and Masquerade

Online at www.alextheatre. Org Or Www. 1Isimyseat.com

Sponsared in part by:
The Los Angeles Couney Arcs Commission

Los .-‘-".nge‘]t‘x on ty .ql.:lr.\t‘r'\.'i.'\-ﬂ r. Michael Antonovich * Burband Leader o Crlendale Wews- Press
The James A Doalivde Foundation = The Frank and Rigmor Peloso Trust Fund = Ms, May Hannoen

The William H. Hannon Foundarian * Macy®s ¢ www.dancechanneltv.com & Woodbury Universicy




Massis....,

Volume 28, No. 28

Saturday, AUGUST 2, 2008

PACE Chief In Stark Warning To Armenian Authorities
Release Political Prisoners, Meet CE Demands
Or Risk “Catastrophic” Consequences

YEREVAN -- The Armenian au-
thorities will risk “catastrophic” con-
sequences if they fail to release all
political prisoners and meet other Coun-
cil of Europe demands by next Octo-
ber, the president of the Strasbourg-
based organization’s Parliamentary As-
sembly (PACE) said on Thursday.

Lluis Maria de Puig issued the
stark warning on the second day of his
visit to Armenia aimed at assessing its
government’'s compliance with the
PACE resolutions on the dramatic post- pACE president Lluis Maria de Puig
election developments in the country.

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Approves
Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch Nomination

WASHINGTON, DC -- The For-
eign Relations Committee of the U.S.
Senate paved the way late Tuesday fo
congressional approval of President
George W. Bush’s nominee, Ambassa-
dor Marie L. Yovanovitch, to serve as
the new U.S. ambassador to Armenia.

Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA)
was recorded as a no vote stating tha
it was “a vote in support of the truth,”
while Senator Robert Menendez (D-
NJ) wanted to make it clear that his r
affirmative vote was in no way an
endorsement of the Administration’s Ambassador Marie L. Yovanovitch
flawed policy on the subject of geno-

The PACE demanded in April September 11 is the day when cide affirmation. his continued concerns about
that the authorities immediately release Thomas Hammarberg, the Council of Senator Boxer stated that “where Yovanovitch’s inability to provide her
all opposition members arrested onEurope’s commissioner on human the U.S. stands on genocide is no smalbwn opinion regarding the historical
“seemingly artificial and politically rights, is expected to report to the matter” and expressed her continuedfact of the Armenian Genocide and the
motivated charges,” restore freedomPACE’s Monitoring Committee on frustration with the Administration’s Administration’s failed policy in this
of assembly and allow an independentwhether Yerevan is complying with policy, stating that Ambassador regard. Menendez also pointed out the
inquiry into the March 1 clashes in the resolutions. “The response to ourYovanovitch “still cannot use the word absurdity of the Administration’s
Yerevan. In a follow-up resolution recommendations is still unsatisfac- genocide.” Echoing Senator Boxer, stance, which sends the Ambassador
adopted late last month, the 47-nationtory,” Hammarberg said at the end of Senator Menendez recounted the seevery year to commemorate the geno-
assembly reiterated these demandsa fact-finding trip to Yerevan on July ries of questions he posed during the
giving the administration of President 15. confirmation hearing and expressed
Serzh Sarkisian six more months to According to de Puig,
satisfy them in full. Hammarberg’s failure to report major Turkey1 Georgia,Azerbaijan Launch Joint Rail Link

In an interview with RFE/RL, de progress would create a situation that
Puig warned that the PACE could im- “can be catastrophic for the country.” =
pose political sanctions on Yerevan at“Armenia can not wait until January of Turkey, Georgia an el

j | |
its next session due in October if it because things will perhaps be decidedAzerbaijan launched B - -
finds no major progress on the ques-before January,” he said. “That is why it railway project betwee AKU -TI FLIS = KARS
tion of opposition detainees. “We need is important that Armenia shows very the three countries = ] - .
guarantees by September 11 that resoquickly that it is complying with the Thursday, building OTOLU PRDJESI TU RKIYE KESI
lutions can be implemented in this PACE resolutions.” links forged by gas and TEMEL ATMA TDRENI
country,” he said. “If we conclude on De Puig also expressed concernoil pipelines.
September 11 that no important aboutthe fate of several dozen opposi- At a railway staf
progress has been made in Armeniation supporters remaining in prison on tion in the eastern Tur
there will be a very scandalous situa- ish border town of Kar
tion.” the presidents of th

three countries held
ground breaking cel-

Continued on page 3

KARS -- Leaderd

Continued on page 3

Opposition Leaders Released After Being
Hospitalized With Serious Health Problems lion lira ($241.06 mil{.
lion) Turkish section of

YEREVAN -- One of the three enforcement authorities released onthe rajlway. "
opposition parliamentarians arrestedThursday a well-known opposition Thethree are linke
following Armenia’s post-election un- supporter accused of plotting a couppy the BP-led Bakuf®
rest was transferred to a prison hospi-d'etatand inciting “mass disturbances.” ceyhan oil pipeline an
tal in Yerevan on Wednesday after Arshak Banuchian, deputy director of the Baku-Thilisi- . —
repeatedly complaining about his health Yerevan's famous Matenadaran insti- Erzyrum gas line pueaders of Georgia, Turkey and Azerbaijan in Kars
condition. tute of ancient manuscripts, was nottrade links between Turkey and the

Miasnik Malkhasian is the third cleared of what he sees as trumped-ucaucasus region are limited.

arrested opposition leader who neededcharges and may still go on trial. Turkish President Abdullah Gul, opposed the project. Yerevan has ar-
hospitalization while being in custody. Armenia’s humanrights ombuds- Georgia’s Mikheil Saakashvili and gued that there is already a railway
The two others, Ararat Zurabian and man, Armen Harutiunian, said on aAzerbaijan’s Ilham Aliyev placed three running from Kars to the northern
Aram Karapetian, were eventually re- Thursday that he is receiving growing sections of railway track on a large Armenian city of Gyumri and that the
leased from pre-trial detention after complaints from citizens claiming to map of the region in a symbolic launch Kars-Gyumri link, which has stood

being diagnosed with heart disease.have been intimidated and mistreatedof the project as confetti showered jgje for over a decade. could be used to
Karapetian was even allowed to leaveby law-enforcement agencies to give gown. build a trans-CaucaSL’Js railroad

Armenia for Russia and continue his false incriminating testimony against “With this project the historic The project involves new track

treatment there last May. arrested opposition members. Silk Road is being reinvigorated,” Gul ¢onstruction and renewal of existing track
“He is being examined right now, “We can't say whether or not gsajd in a speech. and is expected to be completed in 2011’_

and the examination results will tell thatistrue,” he told RFE/RL. “But the “The project is open to all coun- Wwork on the 29-km (18 miles) stretch in

whether he should stay there or be takerfact is that such complaints have in- tries in the region who want to contrib- Georgia was launched last year.

toacivilian hOSpitaI," Malkhasian’s law- Cl‘eased.” uteto good neighbourly relationS, peace The 160-km (99—m||e) section of
yer, Melania Arustamian, told RFE/RL. Harutiunian’s statement is the and prosperity,” he said. rail in Azerbaijan will be renewed

She said blood tests conducted in alatest example of the human rights

Yerevan prison where Malkhasian hasdefender of questioning the legality of

been kept since March 2 suggested thathe Armenian authorities’ post-elec-

he may be suffering from diabetes. tion crackdown on the opposition that
In a related development, law- followed the March 1 unrest.

The Baku-Tbhilisi-Kars railroad
excludes Armenia, which has long
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Bombings In Turkey Kill 17, Injure Over 150

2

ISTANBUL -- Two
explosions in Turkey’s
largest city of Istanb
killed 17 people and i
jured over 150 on the nigl
of July 27 2008 in th
worst attack against civi
ians in the country sing
2003, Turkish media rg
ported.

The RDX bombsg
went off at about 10pm i

the busy Gungore M
. ‘ F 3

y 0
neighbourhood located i “)“

the Euro'pean part Of,thﬂman attendsto one oftheinjuredinlstanul
two-continent sided city.
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International Perspective
Turkey And Armenia:
From Secret Talks To "Soccer Diplomacy?

By Gareth Jenkins a solution to the problem of Nagorno
Karabakh is beyond Turkey’s control
On July 24, the presidents of asitdepends onanagreementbetween

Turkey, Georgia and Azerbaijan for- Armenia and Azerbaijan. There is cur-
mally inaugurated the Turkish section rently no indication that one is immi-
ofthe Baku-Thilisi-Kars railroad, which nent.

will eventually provide the first ever Nevertheless, there have recently
rail link between the three countries. been signs of a slight thaw between
Speaking at the groundbreaking cer-Turkey and Armenia. Even though the
emony, Turkish President Abdullah border between the two countries re-
Guldeclared, in an unmistakable refer-mains closed, there are now regular
ence to Armenia, that “this project is flights between Turkey and Armenia
open to all countries in the region who by both the privately-owned Turkish

The second blast, which took place court gathered to start debates onwish to contribute to good, neighborly Atlas Jetand the Armenian state-owned
several minutes after the first one andwhether to close down the AK and banrelations, peace and prosperity” carrier Armavia.
some reportedly 50 meters away, was71 of its members, including Erdogan Armenia and Turkey do not have OnJuly 18, Turkish Foreign Min-
the more powerful of the two. and president Gul, from political activ- any official diplomatic relations and ister Ali Babacan appeared to confirm
Istanbul governor Muammer Guler ity for five years. The country’s chief the border between the two countriesrumors in the Turkish media that dip-
believes the bombings were a “terror prosecutor who accused the party ofhas been closed since 1993, followinglomats from Turkey and Armenia had
attack”. Turkish prime minister Recep undermining the secular foundations the war in Nagorno Karabakh between met in Switzerland for several days of
Tayyip Erdogan followed suit, along ofthe Turkish state initiated the case inethnic Armenians and the Azeri gov- informal talks about ways of improv-
with president Abdullah Gul. March. ernmentin Baku. Inrecentyears, hopesing ties. “Such talks are held from time
Erdogan cancelled the schelduled So far no one has claimed re- of an improvement in relations be- totime,” said Babacan. “We have prob-
meeting of the Turkish cabinet this sponsibility for the July 27 explosions. tween Turkey and Armenia have beenlems about current issues and dis-
week and has travelled to Istanbul.  Turkish authorities are investigating, frustrated by continuing differences agreements about the events of 1915.
“Those who are responsible for with three people already detained.over the status of Nagorno Karabakhlt is essential that these problems are
this savagery will not escape the endMedia reports in Turkey have specu- and—more intractably—the treatment handled through dialogue”.
that is awaiting them, wherever they lated the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ of ethnic Armenians during the final The Turkish Ministry of Foreign
are,” he said, as quoted by daily Party (PKK) could be involved, tak- years of the Ottoman Empire, culmi- Affairs (MFA) also issued a statement
Hurriyet. “The strongest response ourings its revenge for the recent crack-nating in 1915-16 in the massacre andadmitting that in recent years there had
nation will give to this attack [...] will down against it. deportation of virtually the entire Ar- been occasional informal contacts be-
be to strengthen our unity.” On July 28, Guler, as reported by menian population of Anatolia. tween Turkey and Armenia and noting
The bombings took place just Hurriyet, said the explosions appear to As a result, Ankara has consis- that Turkey had been one of the first
hours before Turkey’s constitutional be linked to the PKK. “There appears tently excluded Armenia fromits plans countries to recognize Armenia when it
court started deliberations on a majorto be a link with the separatist to make Turkey into an energy and declared its independence from the So-
case that is set to decide the future oforganisation. We are working on that. transportation hub. The Baku-Thbilisi- viet Union in 1991. “Meetings between
Erdogan’s ruling Justice and Develop- We hope to get a result at the first Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline and the Baku- members of the foreign ministries of the
ment (AK) party. On July 28, the top opportunity,” Istanbul’'s governor said. Thilisi-Erzurum (BTE) natural gas pipe- two countries are part of these contacts.
line both pointedly circumvent Arme- We believe that no different meaning
nia. The 76 kilometer (48 mile) Turk- should be attributed to these meetings,”
ish section of the Baku-Thbilisi-Kars said the MFA statement.
railroad is currently expected to be A previous series of informal dis-
completedin late 2010 or early 2011 at cussions in 2005 failed to produce any
The centre of the opposition Instead of putting forward a clear a total cost of $241 million. The initial result. In recent years, hopes of an
United Javakhk movement has issuedposition on the unfolding events, “the target is for the railroad to carry 1.5 improvement in relations have been
a statement with regard to the deterio-authorities confine themselves to million passengers and 6.5 milliontons complicated by events such as the
ration of the situation inthe Armenian- clumsy statements that generate disof freight in the first year after it motion brought before the U.S. Con-
populated Samtskhe-Javakheti Prov-appointment and apathy in our citi- comes into service . gress in fall 2007 calling on the United
ince of Georgia. zens”. Being a supporter of strategic In addition to connecting Tur- States to recognize what happened to
The centre condemns the policy of cooperation with friendly Georgia, the key, Georgia and Azerbaijan, Ankara the Armenians in 1915 as a genocide
the Armenian authorities, which is movement always emphasized deep-hopes that the railroad will form an- and the racist murder in Istanbul in
“marked by continued disregard for the ening democratic processes in Javakhkother link in a rail network that will January 2007 of Turkish-Armenian
problems of Javakhk [Javakheti] and establishment of NGOs and increasingeventually connect, via Turkey, China journalist Hrant Dink.
inability to cooperate with the provincial the protection of human rights. and Central Asia to western Europe. But, even if diplomats from Tur-
authorities. Instead, the Armenian au- “We call onthe Georgian authori- The Marmaray Project to bore a rail key and Armeniaremain reluctant to be
thorities have always used the popula-ties to take appropriate measures tounnel under the Bosporus and con-seen meeting with each other, the two
tion of Javakhk for their ends, including normalize the situation, so that the nect the Asian and European shores otountries will come together in the
forillegal participationin Armenia’s elec- fundamental rights, freedoms and dig- Istanbul is currently scheduled for most public of ways later this year. On
toral processes,” the authors of the docuity of the Javakhks do not suffer in completion in 2011. September 6, the Turkish and Arme-
ment said, according to the statementany way,” the statement by the move- Armenia opposed the building of nian national soccer teams are due to
received by Arminfo. ment said. the Baku-Thilisi-Kars railroad, point- meetin Yerevan in the first ever match
ing out that there is already a railway between the countries after they were
running from Thilisi to Kars via the both drawn in the same group in the
Armenian town of Gyumri, although it qualifying stages for the 2010 soccer
has been out of use since the closure o¥World Cup in South Africa. Armenian
the Turkish-Armenian border in 1993. President Serzh Sarkisian has already
YEREVAN -- Karapet Rubinyan, the conditions in cells are especially It is currently unclear what con- invited Gul to Yerevan to watch the
representative of the Popular Move- bad, which causes serious healthcessions Gul envisaged when he ap-match. Gul has yet to reply to the
ment, said in a news conference onproblems in political prisoners. parently made Armenian participation invitation. Given the often extreme
July 30 atthe National Press Club thereKarapet Rubinyan says all of them in the new rail project conditional on mutual antagonism between national-
is little but enough time for Serzh have health problems. Yerevan making a contribution to ists in both countries, traveling to
Sarkisian to make a political decision Rubinyan also stated that the “good, neighborly relations, peace and Yerevan would require Gul to display
and release the political prisoners, likerelease of political prisoners for prosperity.” For the moment at least, both personal and political courage; as
the political decision on their arrest, health problems is not political will the respective positions of Turkey andit would for Sarkisian to attend the
persecution had been made. to do that. According to him, since Armenia on issues such as Nagornoreturn match in Istanbul. But there is
Karapet Rubinyan who is in their arrest was a political decision, Karabakh and the massacres and dealso little doubt that, even if it did not
charge of political prisoners in the the release should be the result ofportations of ethnic Armenians in the produce any immediate results, such
Popular Movement, stated that thethat decision, and everyone, regard-late Ottoman Empire appear so far“soccer diplomacy” could contribute
government is responsible for the less health, should be released.apart as to be irreconcilable. Even if to a further easing of tensions and
health problems of the political pris- the two countries could reach someperhaps lay the foundations for an
oners, because in the summer heat form of understanding over the latter, eventual reconciliation.

United Javakhk Movement Condemns
Yerevan's Policy

Serzh Sarkisian Is Responsible For The
Well-being Of Political Prisoners

Continued onpage 4
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A Man Of Contradictions: Johannes Lepsius

By Toros Sarian

Germany was very late in openly
discussing the Armenian Genocide. At
the beginning of 2001 the Central Coun-
cil of Armenians in Germany formally
appealed to the Bundestag (Germa
Parliament) to recognize the Geno-
cide. This appeal was rejected by a
combination of Social Democrats,
Christian Democrats and other parties.
Only the Linke (Left Party) supported
this appeal. In a statement the Govern
ment admitted that they had been influ-
enced by the Turkish Governments
request not to debate the subject of
Genocide in Parliament.

The Government justified its de-
cision by stressing that Turkey and
Armenia had established a Committee
for Reconciliation to reach an agree-

Dr Johannes Lepsius

mands contained in the Resolution was The Links Party raised a question
implemented. In honor of Johannesinthe Bundestag which warned against
Lepsius, in Potsdam a small city out- making a memorial of Lepsius’s home
side Berlin, whereby his home was in Potsdam. To honor someone in
designated as a Memorial to his Life Germany who held strong nationalistic
and Works. It will be opened this views, was anti-Sematic and was a
December to mark his 13®irthday. dedicated supporter of Emperor
As an ally of the Armenian people, Wilhelm Il is a dangerous act. The
Lepsius contributed to the Armenian hope raised by the Resolution of June
cause as much as any German was ir2005, that such a Memorial would
the position to and more than any otherserve in the “sense of furthering the
German of the time. relationship between Armenians and
But only slowly is the truth be- Turks” is now hardly realistic.
hind Germanys historical role in the The attempt by the Christian
Armenian Genocide comingto light, as Democrats and Church circles in Ger-
the most sensitive documents had onlymany to resurrect Johannes Lepsius as
been evaluated by a very select few. exemplary for German humanistic
Also Lepsius’s political aspira- thought will not succeed. Lepsius cer-
tions, as a friend of Armenia, are com- tainly sympathized with the Armenians
ing under scrutiny which should pro- but he was not the model of the “Good
voke thought within the German politi- German” which the authorities wish to
cal scene. Especially as the man whoportray him as.
fought for the rights of Armenians and A memorial to the victims of the
for whom a memorial is being erected Armenian Genocide is the proper thing
in Potsdam held many undemocraticto do, but to have it in the home of a

ment to the Genocide question.
It was clear that Germany did not during the massacres in 1895/96 andPositions. He was a supporter of the German who admired the German Kai-
want to damage the satisfactory rela-had since this date contributed richly German expansionist policy and anser and his expansionist policies and
tionship with Turkey. in informing the German public of the admirer of the German Emperor. Al- sympathized with racist and anti-se-
In 2005 opposition CDU /CSU persecution of the Armenians in the though he was certainly against thematic Ideolog Houston Chamberlain
(Christian Democrats) party surpris- Ottoman Empire. In the middle of annihilation of the Armenians by the and moreover did not oppose the ex-
ingly raised a question in the BundestagWorld War | he published a detailed Young Turk regime, he was not op- pulsion of the Armenians is surely the
in remembrance of the victims of the work titled “A Report of the Condition Posed to their expulsion .What the wrong place.
Armenian genocide. The then SPD andof Armenians in Turkey”. After the German Government and Johannes  The more than 5 pages question
Green governing parties were therebywar, Lepsius published his book “Ger- Lepsius protested about was the manwhich the Links Party presented will
put in a difficult position. They could many and Armenia 1914-1918: a Col- ner and the murder of the deportees.certainly cause consternation for the
not simply ignore the raising of this lection of Diplomatic Correspon- Nevertheless, the diplomats were German Government, it's supporting
question by such an important party asdence”. Until a few years ago this was quickly aware that the Turkish regime fractions and the church circles who
the political and moral damage for the the most important source of histori- had no interest in allowing the Arme- are supporting the Potsdam Project.
two governing parties would have beencal German documents regarding thenians to resettle in Mesopotamia: theWe await with interest the answer to
too severe. Armenian genocide. After the opening Young Turks wanted to annihilate the Links Party.
The resolution formulated by the of the German Archives relating to this them.
CDU led to a debate in the Bundestagperiod more and more details of the
concerning the Armenian Genocide just Genocide became known. These de-PACE Chief In Stark Warning To Armenian Authorities
a few days before the 24of April. tails confirmed and made clear the _
Members of parliament from all fac- extent to which Germany was partly to Continuedfrompage 1 to address the PACE concerns when he
tions condemned the crimes of the blame forthe tragic and criminal events. met de Puig later on Wednesday. He
then ruling Young Turk Government As the debate took place in Berlin charges mostly stemming from the accused the authorities
and demanded from Turkey a con-in April 2005, Fritz Kuhn the Speaker March 1 unrest in Yerevan as he met “Thus, the authorities have no
frontation with their dark site of his- for the Greens admitted that “we not with Prime Minister Tigran Sarkisian intention to restore democracy in Ar-
tory. After the debate is was agreedonly knew, but also carry some of the on Wednesday. According to the Ar- menia and are treating the Council of
that a resolution should be formulated blame. | would like to on behalf of my menian government's press office, heEurope demands with disdain,” Ter-
and agreed upon by all factions. Thisfaction, and | believe for all in this said the Council of Europe can not Petrosian’s Popular Movement said in
resolution was titled , In Memory of Parliament, today 90 years after thesetolerate the existence of political pris- a statement on Thursday. “In this situ-
the Expelled and Massacred Arme-terrible events, offer my apologizes to oners in any of its member states.  ation, the Armenian people are left
nians of 1915 — Germany must con-the Armenian people for our complic- “This does notapply toindividuals with no choice but to mount a power-
tribute to the reconciliation of Turkey ity.” The speaker for the Social Demo- Who committed violent crimes,” de Puig ful wave of protest and defiance with
and Armenia”, and was presented tocrat Party of Germany (SPD) sup- was quoted as saying. “Those detaineeshe aim of reclaiming their trampled
Parliament in June 2005. ported the demands of his Green col-who have nothing to do with those rights.” The statement urged Arme-
The crimes committed were not league and insisted that an apology tocrimes should be released,” he added. nians to “actively” participate in Ter-
clearly defined as Genocide in the reso-the Armenian people must be part of FirstpresidentLevon Ter-Petrosian Petrosian’s next Yerevan rally sched-
lution. The Bundestag condemned thethe resolution. Two months later as accused the authorities of doing nothinguled for August 1.
“Young Turk government of the Otto- the common resolution was at last
man Empire, whose actions almost ledaccepted by Parliament there was no Senate Committee Approves Ambassador Yovanovitch
to the complete annihilation of the mention of the German apology to the
Armenians in Anatolia.” and criticized Armenian people and no outcry to its Continued frompage 1 The diplomatic post has been va-
openly the “infamous role of the Ger- absence. cant since the last U.S. ambassador in
man Empire, which despite the array Three years have passed sincecide at Tsitsernakaberd Memorial, in Yerevan, John Evans, had his tour of
of information sources pointing to an this Resolution went through the Ger- Yerevan, but does not affirm it. duty in Armenia cut short by the Bush
organized and systematic expulsionman Parliament and in the meantime Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD) joined administration last year for publicly ac-
and annihilation of Armenians, did not has been long forgotten. Nothing more With his colleagues and agreed that theknowledging the Armenian Genocide
once attempt to prevent this cruelty.” has been undertaken, since that emoAdministration’s policy is not helpful. Richard Hoagland, nominated to
In the resolution the German tional outburstof guiltin April 2005, to He also reminded his colleagues of ef-replace Evans, saw his Senate confirma-
Theology Dr Johannes Lepsius waspromote the discussion around theforts by Turks and Armenians, such astion blocked by senator Menendez, after
expressly mentioned as he had withArmenian Genocide and its recogni- the International Center for Transitional sticking to the administration’s policy
“vigour and efficiently fought for the tion. The Resolution of June 2005 was Justice, which concluded that the eventsduring committee hearings last year.
survival of the Armenian people”. merely a German attempt to fulfil its of 1915 was indeed genocide. The White House had to withdraw
Johannes Lepsius had already takermoral duty to the Armenian people, but In closing, Chairman Joseph Biden Hoagland’s nomination as a resuilt.
interest in the fate of the Armenians nothing more. Only one of the de- (D-DE) stated that he did not think the In a written reply sent just hours
Administration would come as far as it before the committee vote, the acting
has without the consistent pressure byu.S. assistant secretary of state for
his colleagues, Boxer and Menendez.|egislative affairs, Mathew Reynolds,
Biden also thanked the Armenian-Ameri- said the Bush administration “recognizes
can community, as he acknowledgedthat the mass killings, ethnic cleansing,
the presence of Armenia’'s Ambassadorand forced deportations of over one and
to the United States, Tatoul Markarian, a half million Armenians were conducted
at today’s proceedings. by the Ottoman Empire.”
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Armenia Tree Project Inaugurates Mirak Family
Reforestation Nursery In Lori Region
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NAASR And Knights Of Vartan Continue Joint
Administration Of Fund For Armneian Studies

Armenia Tree Project (ATP) of- pjficant portion of its operational costs The National Association for Ar-  griginal study of the relations between
ficially inaugurated its Mirak Family for five years. This nursery has the menian Studies and Research (NAASR)the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-
Reforestation Nursery in Margahovit, capacity to produce one million tree and the Knights of Vartan have com- |em and the State of Israel.
during a visit by Dr. Robert Mirak who  seedlings per year, which has greatlyPleted a full fiscal year during which Research grants were awarded
is the program’s primary benefactor. expanded ATP's reforestation pro- the two organizations collaborated onto Dr. Jasmine-Dum Tragut and Dr.
Dr. Mirak visited the nursery on July grams in northern Armenia. administering the Knights’ Fund for |gor Dorfmann-Lazarev. Dr. Dum-
17 with his sister Muriel Mirak- Dr. Mirak and his sister Muriel Armenian Studies (FAS). The organi- Tragut received a Ph.D. in General
Weissbach and a group of Armenian-cut a ribbon for a memorial stone at theZations have agreed to continue theLinguistics from the University of Graz
Americans from the St. James Arme- sjte, which is dedicated to the memory partnership. and teaches in the Department of Lin-
nian Apostolic Church of Watertown, oftheir parents John and Artemis Mirak The first grant under the new guistics at the University of Salzburg
led by Rev. Fr. Arakel Aljalian. who were survivors of the Armenian relationship was issued in November and at the Mayr-Melnhof Institute of

The site of ATP’s large-scale Genocide from Arapkir. “As a true 2007 to Hasmik E. Khalapyan from the Christian East, also in Salzburg.
reforestation nursery was blessed byarmenian, my father had special love Yerevan, currently a Ph.D. degree can-She will be travelling to Armenia in the
Rev. Aljalian, and opening remarks for trees. For that reason he p|anteddidate in History at Central European fall to conduct research for a project
were given by ATP Yerevan Director four trees in his backyard garden andUniversity in Budapest, Hungary. entitled “Animacy and Humanness in
Mher Sadoyan and ATP Deputy Direc- named them after his four children. He Khalapyan received a grant to attendModern Eastern Armenian.” Dr.
tor Jason Sohigian. nurtured those seedlings with so muchand present a paper at the MiddleDorfmann-Lazarev, who is currently a

The event was attended by |ove, and his trees gave a bountiful Eastern Studies Association (MESA) researcher at the Istituto per le ricerche
Margahovit Mayor Seyran Ananyan, harvest of fruit,” recounted Dr. Mirak. annual conference in Montreal. di storia sociale e religiosa, Vicenza,
as well as the mayors of Aygut and After the program, ATP staff led In 2008, several additional grants |taly, is conducting research on “The
Aghavnavank, where ATP is working the guests on tours of the nursery,have beendisbursed. Dr. Erna ManeaRole of Stephen of Siwnik in the Shap-
with the local communities to imple- which currently contains over 500,000 Shirinian, Lecturer at Yerevan State ing of Armenian Theology.” He holds
ment reforestation programs. The 15-seedlings of pine, maple, oak, ash, andJniversity inthe Department of Theol- a Ph.D. in the “History and Philology
acre nursery was established in 2005qther indigenous trees that will be 09y and Head of Researching and Ed-of the Christian Caucasus” from the
with the support of the John Mirak planted in the surrounding hillsides in iting of Ancient Armenian Texts atthe Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes

Foundation, which also funded a sig- the coming months and years.

Armenian Bar Association Elects New
Executive Board

NEW YORK -- At the Annual
Meeting of the Armenian Bar Associa-
tion held in May in New York City, the
Board of Directors named Sonya
Nersessian, of Weston, Massachusett;
as Chairperson for the 2008-2009 year
Ms. Nersessian, an attorney who con-
centrates her practice in estate plan
ning, and trust and estate administra
tion, is joined on the Executive Board
by Edvin Minassian, of Glendale, Cali-
fornia, as Vice Chair, Sara Bedirian, of
Beverly Hills, California, as Treasurer,
Christine Engustian, of East Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, as Secretary
and Frank V. Zerunyan, of Rolling
Hills Estates, California, as Ex-Officio Sonya Nersessian
Officer.

Also elected to fill Board posi- Armenian Bar Association is the
tions are Armen Hovannisian, of world’s largest non-profit bar asso-
Sherman Oaks, California, Garo ciation for attorneys of Armenian

Institute of Ancient Manuscripts (Sorbonne).

(Matenadaran), was awarded a publi- All grants issued by the FAS are
cation grant for the continuation of the reviewed by the NAASR Academic
publication Armeniaca, of which sheis committee, which consists of Prof.
the founding editor. Armeniaca is an Richard N. Frye, Chairman (Harvard
annual publication aimed at providing University), Prof. Michael J. Connolly,
greater access to Armenological stud-Secretary (Boston College), Prof.
ies carried out in Armenia to scholars Kevork Bardakjian (University of
worldwide by presenting English sum- Michigan, Ann Arbor), Prof. Dennis
maries of Armenological publications R. Papazian (University of Michigan,
written by the scholars of Armenia Dearborn), and Prof. James R. Russell
thatappeared during the particular year.(Harvard University). Proposals ap-
To date, volumes have appeared forproved by the committee for a grant
the years 2000-2002. under the Knights of Vartan Fund for
A research and travel grant was Armenian Studies are sent to the FAS
issued to Dr. Marlen Eordegian, SeniorBoard secretary, currently Jack
Lecturer in the Department of Reli- Medzorian, for approval by the FAS
gious Studies at Vanderbilt University, Board.
to develop her dissertation “Church The Knights of Vartan Fund for
and State Relations in Israel: The CaseArmenian Studies provides support for
of the Armenian Patriarchate, 1948- scholarly research and publication in
1967.” Eordegian completed her Ph.D. the field of Armenian Studies to quali-
in 2007 at the Hebrew University of fied scholars in any institution of higher
Jerusaleminthe Department of Iranianjearning, at the graduate or post-doc-

and Armenian Studies and the Depart-toral levels. Grants may also be made
ment of Islamic and Middle Eastern to fund lectures, seminars, and con-

Ghazarian, of Encino, California, Gary descent. Its members include StateStudies. Her dissertation is the first ferences.

Supreme Court Justices, District
Court Judges, judicial officers and
attorneys in every area of practice
and concentration.

Moomijian, of Jericho, New York, and
Martha Mensoian, of New York City,
New York.

Nearly twenty years old, the

New York ASAAnnounces Artists
For 2008 Artists’ Ball

NEW YORK, -- The New York Kajik Hakobyan, Aram Kailian, Justin
branch of the Armenian Students’ Asso- Kaladjian, Ara Kantardjian, Suzanne
ciation (ASA) is proud to announce the Karajaberlian, Eileen Karakashian-
participating artists for its upcoming Zadourian, Mher Khachatryan, Angela
Artists’ Ball. The famed Armenian art Melikian-Jann, Astrid Menatian, Kevork
exhibit, which is celebrating its 3&n-

Icosahedron during the weekend of Sat-bara Yeterian.
urday, September 27, 2008 and Sunday,
September 28, 2008. Gallerie Icosahe-Artists’ Ball provides artists of Armenian

dronis located at 27 North Moore Streetdescent with an opportunity to exhibit
in Manhattan’s famed TriBeca district. their artwork in a professional show.

Patrons of the Artists’ Ball willbe The Artists’ Ball is one of the most well

treated to the works of an unusually attended Armenian events in New York
talented and prolific pool of 23 artists City, attesting to its longstanding popu-
from all over the world. The artists larity asaone ofakind cultural and social
scheduled to display their works are asexperience.

follows: Anet Abnous, Nishan Akgulian, For more information on how to

Eliz Alahverdian, Steve Altan, Zabel sponsor this year's Artists’ Ball, go

Artinian, Stephanie Basralian, Aram online to www.asainc.org/artistsball or
Comjean, Alain Fattal, Hakob Hakobyan, send an email to ArtistsBall@gmail.com.

Continued from pagel

Mourad, Sevan Naccashian, SimonsSarkisian took that step and it in-
niversary this fall, will be held at Gallerie Samsonian, Alan Semerdjian and Bar-

Spanning nearly six decades, thefrom him.

Serzh Sarkisian Is Responsible For The
Well-being Of Political Prisoners

Continued from page 2 cording to him, the government is in
a difficult situation, has no ability to
Karapet Rubinyan says let Serzhmake decisions. The August 1 rally
Sarkisian make such a political deci- of the opposition will take place, and
sion, tell the prosecutor general aboutaccording to Karapet Rubinyan, the
his political decision and release all opposition will not only double but
the political prisoners, and the oppo- multiply its effort to establish consti-
sition, according to Rubinyan, will tutional order and the rule of people in
go to the rally of August 1 amazed, Armenia. On August 1 people will
and will state to people that Serzh show the government that it is deter-
mined regarding that issue, noting
spired hope that it is possible to that the expectations that people will
expect democratization of Armenia get tired will not come true. Accord-
ing to Karapet Rubinyan, the political

“Let Serzh Sarkisian amaze us,” situation in Armenia is tense and will
Karapet Rubinyan said, noting how- remain tense until the main problem
ever, that it is almost impossible, of the country, the establishment of
and he expects the opposite. Ac-constitutional order, is solved.

Mark Your Calendar

Saturday, November 8, 2008: St. Peter Armenian Apostolic Church 50t
Anniversary Dinner and Celebration to be held at the Nazarian Cente
of the AGBU Manoogian Demirdjian School in Canoga Park- 6:00 p.m|

—
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netwaork. We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans
» Plans for Small Businesses

» Dental Coverage

* pedicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1807 W GLENDAKS BLVD. #202

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

* Life Insurance
* H5A-Compatible Plans

* Integrated Workers' Compensation

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health carel

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

GLENDALE, CA 91201

(818) 502-3233 '
HARLTEEXCELHYE.COM BlueCross
VWAWW_EXCELHYE.COM of California

CA Insurance The Power of Blug™
License #0B28270

Blise Cross of Califpemila (BCCH amd BC Life & Health Insuranoe Cos mipgany (BLLEH) are
Indapendant Licensees of the Blue Cross Assoction [BCA], The Powar of Blus and the Blue

Lross name and symbod are registered senvide marks af the BLA, 2005 Bl

‘=anl

iy BT Life & Healtfh Insumanoe Compony
by 8L Life & Health Inswvance Company

by Emplogerrs Compensation ircanoe Company
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For info call The Armenian Channel (818) 982-2400
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