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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

Mazareth V. Jansezian, Esq.
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Armenian Opposition Sees ‘“Turning Point’ French-ArmenianActivist ‘Facing Deportation
In Struggle FromArmenia’
YEREVAN -- This week’s oppo- the authorities. Only about two thou- YEREVAN -- AFrench citizen of
sition rally in Yerevan will mark a sand of them turned up for the last Armenian descent who actively par-
“turning point” in the Armenian opposition protestin Yerevan. ticipated in this year's post-election

opposition’s year-long struggle against Zurabian dismissed talk of dwin- ralliesin Yerevan is facing deportation
the government, a top ally of former dling popular support for Ter- fromArmenia,itwasclaimedon Thurs-
President Levon Ter-Petrosian said onPetrosian’s opposition movement that day.
Friday. attracted huge crowds before and af- Sarkis Hatspanian was born and
Ter-Petrosian and his Armenian ter the February 19 presidential elec-grew up in Turkey before relocating to
National Congress (HAK) alliance are tion in which the ex-president was the Armenia from France in 1990. He took
due to again rally supporters and unveilmain opposition candidate. He said part in the subsequent Armenian-
a new plan of actions on October 17 only “impatient” opposition support- Azerbaijaniwar for Nagorno-Karabakh.
more than seven months after theers are growing disillusioned with the A critic of Armenia’s current leader-
bloody suppression of their post-elec- movement. ship, Hatspanian has publicly backed
tion street protests in the capital. Ac- “Not only the number of our former President Levon Ter-
cording to Levon Zurabian, the HAK’s supporters is not declining but it is Petrosian’s bid to return to power,
chief office coordinator, Ter-Petrosian increasing day by day,” he claimed. participating in massive anti-govern-
will also make “very important revela- “Those people who really voted for ment demonstrations held in the wakeparliament were also at the scene. One
tions” in his speech. Serzh Sarkisian on February 19 ... areof last February’s presidential elec- of them, Artsvik Minasian of the Ar-
Zurabian said the announcementnow becoming our supporters becausetion. menian Revolutionary Federation, said
of the new opposition strategy “will they see that reality does not corre- Hatspanian has been holed up inofficials at the Kentron police told him
mark a turning point for the fighting spond to his promises.” his Yerevan apartment since Wednes-thatformer President Robert Kocharian
people of Armenia and for ascertaining Zurabian gave no details of Ter- day evening, refusing to open its doorsrevoked Hatspanian’s long-term resi-
our further steps and achieving suc-Petrosian’s new strategy, saying only to police officers. Speaking to RFE/RL dency permit in March and that they
cess.” “The people’s active participa- that the opposition is not setting objec- by phone, he said they want to takewant to question the French-Armenian
tion is the most important prerequisite tives that can be achieved “in one day.”him to the police department of the activist in connection with that move.
for our success,” he told journalists. The opposition pledged last sum- city’s Kentron district. That Kocharian signed a relevant
Ter-Petrosian has similarly ex- mer to embark on a new campaign of Plainclothes police officers could executive order shortly before he left
pressed hope that “hundreds of thou-“decisive” actions aimed at forcing be seen knocking on the apartment’soffice was confirmed by officials at
sands” of people will attend the Octo- Sarkisian to call fresh presidential and door the next day. One told RFE/RL President Serzh Sarkisian’s adminis-

French-Armenian activist
Sarkis Hatspanian

ber 17 demonstration sanctioned byparliamentary elections. that they will stay there “until Mr. tration. Under Armenian law, such
Sarkis comes out.”
Police Confront Opposition Activists Ahead Of Two members of the Armenian Continued on page 3
Yerevan Rally Aliev Vows ‘Total Offensive’ Against Armenia

YEREVAN -- Police
tried to stop groups ¢
young people publicizin
the Armenian opposition’
upcoming rallyin Yereva
for the second consec
tive day on Wednesda
ignoring criticism from the
country’s human right
ombudsman

BAKU -- Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliev on Monday vowed a policy of
“total offensive” against neighboring Armenia during a hardline speech ahead of
the presidential election this week.

"As long as our territory is under occupation, we will follow a policy of a
total offensive against Armenia in the political, economic, military and transport
sectors,” Aliev said.

The son of Azerbaijan’s late ex-communist boss and national leader Heydar
Aliyev is running for a second five-year term of presidency on Wednesday. With
the country’s opposition boycotting the vote, Aliyev the junior is expected to
achieve a comfortable win in a loosely contested election.

“No cooperation with Armenia is possible before a solution is found to the
b Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. No participation (by Armenia) in any of the regional
{ P bt | , projects is possible until then. And we will do everything possible for today’s
olice trying to disperse protesters situation to continue, for the situation of Armenians to become even more
aggravated in conditions of the continuing isolation in order that they better
understand what their future hinges upon,” the Azeri leader continued.

Armenian National Con
gress (HAK) assigned if® ™
young activists to marcrt
through the city center and
urge citizens to attend the

demonstration scheduled for Friday. Harutiunian’s office criticized the po-

About 30 of them were forcibly lice and urged law-enforcement bod- ' . . .
dispersed by riot police late on Tues-ies to “act in accordance with the Knesset's Recogmtlon Of Armenian Genocide To

day despite keeping to the sidewalksconstitution and laws.” Under one of Damage Turkey_|srae| Relations
and not interfering with street traffic. those laws, public gatherings attended

Colonel Robert Melkonian, chief of the by less than 100 persons do not have to JERUSALEM -- Recognition of the Armenian Genocide by Knesset will
Patrol Service of the Armenian police be sanctioned by municipal authori- badly damage the Turkish-Israeli partnership, said Namik Tan, Turkey’s ambas-
present at the scene, told organizerdies. sador to Israel. He reminded that Ankara recalled its envoys from U.S. and France
that the march is illegal because its A similar incident occurred later when parliaments of these states voted for recognition of the Armenian Genocide.
participants are chanting slogans thaton Wednesday when the police con- Ambassador Tan criticized the Israeli parliamentary initiative to discuss the
“discredit the state.” fronted another group of HAK sup- Armenian Genocide issue. “I support President Shimon Peres who said that the
“At first our negotiations with porters silently marching elsewhere in “Armenian tragedy is an issue for historians bit not politicians.” Just fancy a
the police were normal in the sensedowntown Yerevan. Armen Turkish political figure accusing Israel of genocide of Palestinians,” he said,
that they were simply forbidding us Hambartsumian, an organizer of the adding that he hopes Israel will never spoil relations with Turkey.
from taking any actions,” one of the action, said police officers allowed the Earlier, Kadima’'s Zeev Elkin said that discussion of the Armenian Genocide
organizers, Vladimir Karapetian, told activists to continue the march after will not “cause trouble” with Turkey and Azerbaijan. “These countries should
RFE/RL after the scuffle. “But then they promised not to chant any slo- understand that Israel can’t neglect discussion of an issue that has already bee
they called in a special police unit that gans. He said they also demanded thatonsidered by all western parliaments,” he told I1zRus portal. Meanwhile, Tan
rudely jostled and dispersed us.” the marchers take off T-shirts with remarked that “the parliamentarians fell under the influence of the Armenian
The human rights ombudsman, pictures of imprisoned opposition mem- minority.” He stressed the importance of developing Ankara-Baku-Jerusalem
Armen Harutiunian, was quick to send bers emblazoned on them. “The police strategic alliance to neutralize “the Armenian threat.” “We want the Azeri oil and
his representatives to the scene. In &ehaved better today,” Hambartsumian gas go to Israel and then to China and Japan through Ashkelon-Eilat pipeline,” he
statement issued on Wednesday,told RFE/RL. said.
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New Probe Announced Into Armenian
Postelection Violence

By Liz Fuller

ties of any responsibility for the deaths
and injuries, Noyan Tapan reported.

Armenia Slips In Global Competitiveness Study

Armenia has a less competitive structure; openness to innovation; in-
economy than the majority of 133 tellectual property protection; and the
other countries assessed in an annualeady availability of talent. Armenia
global survey conducted by the Geneva-was judged to be lacking competitive-

. In mid.—June, under pressure from Khachatria_m also said on October 2 based World Economic Forum (WEF), ness primarily because of the small
the international community, the Arme- that Zharangutiun plans to launch anjis authors said on Thursday. size of its market. insufficient innova-

niqn .parliament set up an gd hpc com—?ndep_endent probe_, with the specific The Armenian economy ranked tion as well as poor “technological
mission tasked with investigating the intention of answering the as—yet—openomy 97th in the WEF’s Global Com- readiness” and “business sophistica-
March 1-2 clashes in Yerevan betweenquestion: who issued the order to SeCUpetitiveness Index (GCI) 2008-2009 tion.”
supporters of defeated presidential can-ity forces to open fire on the protesters? qjeased the same day. It slipped four ' Armenia would have fared even
Q|date Levon Ter—Petros_,S|an and secuHe said Zhgrangutlun will nominate a places from the previous survey thatworse in the overall rankings had it not
rity forces that resulted in 10 deaths. representative to the new, smaller body,.qyered 131 nations. Armenia’s ag- scored above the world average in the
It was initially envisaged that the which will reportedly comprise two rep- gregate GCI score similarly dropped “labor market efficiency” category. It
commission would present its findings resentatives each from the government,om 3.8 to 3.7 in the past year. also received a relatively high mark for
by October 25. On October 13, how- and from the opposition, plus an expert “All in all, it can be concluded macroeconomic stability. Even so, the

ever, its members formally asked parlia-from the office of human rights om- 44t there hasn’t been much change iNWEE said macroeconomic stability in

ment to extend that deadline for two budsman Armen Harutiunian (no rela- term of our competitiveness,”

months to enablg— 7
them to incorporatg '
the findings of 3
smaller, more indefFg —
pendent fact-finding'\ 3.k
group that is to con- °
duct a parallel inveg-
tigation. g

The conduct ojFs

said the country has weakened consider-
Manuk Hergnian, head of the Yerevan- aply since the previous survey.
based group Economy and Values Pollsters asked business figures
which interviewed 100 local entrepre- to rate the 134 countries surveyed
neurs for the worldwide poll. according to factors that promote eco-

The score assigned by the WEF nomic growth. Armenian entrepreneurs
is based on 12 “pillars of competitive- interviewed by the Economy and Val-
ness,” including government transpar- yes singled out government corruption
ency and fiscal responsibility; trans- and tax administration as the main
port and telecommunications infra- obstacles to faster growth.

an “independentg
transparent, an
credible inquiry”into
the postelection vio
lence was one of t
key demands agd
dressed to the Armg
nian authorities by the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council tion to David), who incurred criticism
of Europe (PACE) inaresolutionadopted from outgoing President Robert
in mid-April. But following a visit to  Kocharian in April for his trenchant and
Yerevanin July, Council of Europe Com- objective 80-page report on the chain of
missioner for Human Rights Thomas events that culminated in the March
Hammarberg proposed the creation ofviolence. Other opposition parties have
the alternative fact-finding group. not yet commented on the planned ne

RFE/RL’s Armenian Service on probe.
July 16 quoted former Justice Minister The Armenian authorities have also
David Harutiunian, who heads the Ar- asked foreign governments and interna
menian PACE delegation, as explainingtional organizations to nominate repre-
that Hammarberg wanted the collection sentatives to the new fact-finding group,
of facts and evidence relating to the but to date only the United States hag
violence to be a separate process, endone so, dispatching to Yerevan last :
trusted to the new body, while the ad hocweek three experts who participated inSome of the panelists at the “Armenia - Arab World: Past and Present” forum
parliamentary commission would merely an independent inquiry into the Septem-
deliver a “political evaluation” based on ber 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The three An unprecedented international Drs. Mohamed Refaat Al Imam, Nora
those findings. Harutiunian said the new held discussions with members of the adforum “Armenia - Arab World: Past Arisian and Arda Arsenian.
body should “consist exclusively of apo- hoc commission; one of them met onand Present” took place at the Faculty Other notable presentations were
litical experts who enjoy public trust. October 7 with Prosecutor-General of Arts of the Cairo University on by Egyptian academic Dr. Gamal
Experts who would be chosen by all Aghvan Hovsepian, who went on record Tuesday, April 29, 2008. The forum Mohamed, who spoke about “The Ar-
political forces.” in March as attributing the violence to was held under the auspices of Egypt'smenians during the Ottoman Period,”

The ad hoc commission was ini- Ter-Petrossian’s use of mass hypnosisMinister of Higher Education and Sci- the Lebanese academic Dr. Hana El Haj
tially to include two parliament deputies and other “psychological tricks” on his entific Research, Dr. Hani Hilal, and it who discussed “The Armenians and
from each faction and one independentsupporters. was sponsored by the Center for Ar-Islam,” Dr. Nezar Khalili of Syria who
deputy, giving atotal of atleast eight pro- Speaking to journalists on October menian Studies at Cairo University, the addressed “Armenians & Arabs
government lawmakers and two opposi- 13, ad hoc commission member ArtashesEmbassy of the Republic of Armeniain through Translation,” Dr. Adonis El
tion representatives. But on June 19, itShahbazian of the Armenian Revolution- Egypt, as well as various Egyptian- Ekra of Lebanon who presented on
decided also to invite to participate in its ary Federation-Dashnaktsutiun, one of Armenian civic and cultural organiza- “The Position of Arabs in Welcoming
work all political forces that received at the four parties in the coalition govern- tions, including AGBU. AGBU Cairo Armenian Refugees in Various Arab
least 3 percent of the popular vote duringment, appealed to the opposition to pro-contributed to the event by inviting Countries (1915-1923),” Dr. Saad El
the May 2007 parliamentary elections vide materials for the ongoing investiga- three lecturers from Syria. Din Kolayeb of Syria who delved into
but less than the minimum 5 percenttion. “If you have facts that [you think] The forum gathered approxi- a little-known topic, “The Role of Ar-
needed to win seats in the Nationalwe are trying to conceal, | ask you to mately 20 prominent lecturers from menian Intellectuals in the Arab Re-
Assembly, as well as defeated candi-publicize or presentthem,” Noyan Tapan Egypt, Armenia, Syria and Lebanon, naissance,” and Dr. Nicolai
dates in the February 19 presidentialquoted him as saying. who specialize in various domains of Hohanessian of Armenia who spoke
elections, including Ter-Petrossian, or It is not clear whether the Arme- Armeno-Arab relations, including poli- about “Armenia as Center of Arab
their representatives. nian authorities’ delay in setting up the tics, history, culture and literature. It Studies.”

Both  Ter-Petrossian and alternative fact-finding group proposed was a distinctive gathering of the Arab The following academics also par-
Zharangutiun (Heritage), the sole oppo-by Hammarberg was the result of iner- world’s top historians, researchers andticipated in the event: Dr. Shawkat
sition party represented in parliament, tia or a deliberate attempt to prolong theexperts of Armeno-Arab relations and Youssef (Syria), Dr. Varoujan
decided against participating in the work investigation beyond the original Octo- studies. Kazandjian, Fayez Iskandar, Mohamed
of the ad hoc commission, however, ber 25 deadline. But the continued un- The event, which can be de- El Beyaly, Abou El Yosr Farah and
arguing that it would not prove capable certainty benefits the authorities inso- scribed as unique in the Arab world, Fouad Raslan (Egypt), Venera Markarian
of delivering an independent and objec-far as it provides a pretext for keeping included various presentations that& Hayk Kotcharian (Armenia), Fouad
tive assessment of events. On Octobein pretrial detention several prominent demonstrated the breadth and promi-El Marei, Shawkat Youssef & Samir
2, Zharangutiun faction member Vardan Ter-Petrossian associates arrested imence of Armenians through the cen-Arbash (Syria).

Khachatrian denounced the findings of the wake of the March violence, includ- turies. The history of the Armenian An exhibition of books on Arme-
the ad hoc commission to date as “aing former Foreign Minister Aleksandr communities in Egypt, Syriaand Leba- nian Studies was also held on this
farce” intended to exonerate the authori- Arzumanian. non was presented respectively byoccasion.

Cairo Hosts “Armenia - Arab World: Past And
Present” Forum
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The Consequences Of The Young Turk Revolution Orhan Pamuk
Denounces Turkish
By Toros Sarian | Oppression

FRANKFURT -- Nobel laureate
Orhan Pamuk slammed the controver-
sial Article 301 of the Turkish Penal
Code and the implementation of a ban on
video website, YouTube, in his speech at
the opening of the Frankfurt Book Fair
on Tuesday.

Turkish President Abdullah Gulalso
attended the opening ceremony of the
fair, in which Turkey is the honor guest.

Pamuk, the 2006 Nobel literature
prize winner, lamented difficulties that
still face writers in Turkey however
sounded optimistic on the situation of
Turkish literature.

“The Turkish state’s penchant for
banning books and punishing writers
unfortunately continues,” Pamuk said at
the fair’s official opening - citing legisla-

L
The importance of the “Young .F':t

'y

Turk Revolution of 1908” remains
unknown to many Armenians, whereby
this “Revolution” marked a significant
change in the History of Turkey.

As in July 1908 the Constitution
was re-established the Christian peopled
in the Ottoman Empire believed that
their discrimination and suppression
was at an end. Under Sultan Abdul
Hamids Regime, which was over-
thrown by the Young Turks, the Ar-
menians suffered the most. During the
massacres of 1894/95 hundreds of
thousands of Armenians were victims
and many more left their homes with
many emigrated to America. In this
period Armenians had begun organiz-
ing a Resistance movement against
this suppression. In 1887 the Social y ) ) . tion that was used to prosecute him and
Democrat Hunchakian Party was Dr. Bahaeddin Sakir Dr. Nazim criticizing an access l:F:an on YouTube.
founded. This party was also respon- “But no one should think that writ-
sible for organizing the armed resis- encouraged chauvinistic and racistport the new Government and eveners and publishers let themselves be
tance in the mountains of West Arme- policies. The oppositional magazine after the massacre in Cilicia in April discouraged,” said Pamuk, whose com-
nia and Cilicia. "Turk", published in Cairo between 1909 held to the alliance with the CUP. ments were translated into German.

Also in these years the so-called 1902 to 1906, called for a boycott of In contrast to the ARF, the Social “The Turkish publishing landscape
Young Turks formed the “Committee Armenians accusing them of “living Democrat Hunchakian Party quickly hasbecome astonishingly large and mul-
for Union and Progress” in 1889. It out of our pockets”. The economic recognized that the CUP and its poli- tifaceted in the last 15 years.”
became the most important Turkish power of the Christians within the cies would not encourage equality and ; .
opposition group against the Sultan. Ottoman Empire posed for the Turkish freedom for the Armenians in the Ot- French-Armenian Activist
After 1903 the movement of the Young Nationalists a danger. toman Empire. Therefore, the party ‘Facing Deportation
Turks became more and more influen- The Armenian Revolutionary Fed- did not participate in the conference in From Armenia’
tial. Most Young Turks were influ- eration (Dashnaktsuthiun), founded in Paris in 1907 and unlike the ARF dis-
enced by the positivism of Auguste 1890 supported the Young Turk move-tanced itself from the new Govern- Continued frompage 2
Comte, the founder of the counter- ment. Through the efforts of the ARF ment. The SDHP’s distrust of the
revolutionary philosophic school of a conference was called in Paris inYoung Turks proved to be justified as orders take effect only after the official
the nineteenth century, as well as withDecember 1907. This conference wasafter the Balkan War of 1912/13 which notification ofindividuals affected by them.
social Darwinist ideas of the period. attended by all the oppositional groupsbrought a humiliating defeat for the “I am absolutely not aware of
The Indian scholar Feroz Ahmad is within the Ottoman Empire. Although Empire. The Young Turk leadership thatdecision,” insisted Hatspanian. He
regarded as one of the best experts ofhe CUP and the ARF entered into anturned its attentions to the core areassaid he has left and returned to Arme-
the History and Politic of the Young alliance atthe Paris conference to over-of the Empire. Even before the First nia since March and had no problems
Turks. He came to the conclusion thatthrow the despotic Abdul Hamid re- World War ethnic Greeks living in the with immigration authorities. “I flew
the removal of Abdul Hamids Regime gime leading members of the CUP Aegean region had been victims of stateback to Yerevan as recently as on the
could not be described as a real "Revo-viewed the Armenians as separatistorganized and directed violence and ter-night from October 6 to 7. They told
lution" as it only really involved the and therefore as enemies of the Unityror. It was only a question of time before me nothing at the airport,” he said.
revitalization of the constitution and of the Empire. the Armenians suffered from the same Armen Harutiunian, Armenia’s
saving the Ottoman Empire from its B. Sakir wrote to a Muslim friend terror and it was clear that the creation ofhuman rights ombudsman, said he is
imminent fall. shortly after the Congress in Paris thata pure Turkish-Muslim state was impos- dealing with the case and already has

The “rescue of the fatherland” he viewed the alliance with the arch- sible withoutthe annihilation of the Chris- questions to the authorities. “His resi-
was always to be the first priority of enemy as merely tactical and tempo-tian population in the Ottoman Empire. dency permitwas revoked by the presi-
the CUP. Through political reform it rary. Representatives of the ARF who Knowing the policies andideology dent but he still managed to re-enter
was hoped that a strong, modern statded the negotiations in Paris mocked of the Young Turks and the CUP is Armenia,” Harutiunian told RFE/RL.
could be created. Turkish nationalism the Young Turks as naive cosmopoli- important for various reasons. Firstly, “If thatis confirmed, we need to clarify
was already before the Revolution, thetans. we can begin to understand why thehow he entered the country without
most influential ideology within the The Young Turk Revolution of Armenian Genocide took place and sec-having the right to live there.”

CUP and formed the party’s ideologi- 1908 enabled an extreme nationalisticondly, we can understand the present Harutiunian added that under Ar-
cal base. At the centre of the new statemovement to come to power. This day Turkish policy much better. Be- menian law, the authorities can not
was to be a Turkish-Muslim elite whose meant for the Christian peoples of the tween 1914-1924 there was an ongoingkick out Hatspanian because he has
dominance within a strong central stateOttoman Empire not the promised ethnic cleansing campaignin Asia Minor underage children in the country.
system was to be restored. The Turk-equality and freedom but death andand within 10 years Christian peoples Zhirayr Sefilian, another, more
ish scholar Sukru Hanioglu described expulsion. The question of how Turk- which had lived for centuries in this prominent war veteran lacking Arme-
in his publication “Preparation for a ish-Muslim domination could be guar- region had been either annihilated ornian citizenship and strongly backing
Revolution -The Young Turks, 1902- anteed was discussed within the CUPexpelled. the Ter-Petrosian-led opposition, also
1908“ how strong the chauvinistic leadership at the congress in Saloniki The present Turkish state, foundedreportedly faced deportation from the
tendencies were within the CUP be-in 1910. It appears that fundamental onthe political and ideological basis of the country as he completed a controver-
fore the Revolution in 1908. decisions were taken at this CongressYoung Turks. Moreover, M. Kemal sial 18-month prison sentence lastJune.

Dr. Bahaeddin Sakir and Dr. to transform the Ottoman Empire into Pascha as well as most of the members$n late May, the police filed a relevant
Nazim belonged to the group of main ahomogenic religious and ethnic state.and supporters of Turkish national move-lawsuit to Armenia’s Administrative
perpetrators of the Armenian geno- All the alarming signs for this ap- mentwere members of the CUP. LeadingCourt on the grounds that Sefilian’s
cide. It was also through them that the proaching danger were at the time notmembers of the Kemalist movement residency permit has expired.

CUP was transformed into a centraltaken seriously by the Armenians. founded in 1919 had participated in the The court refused to consider

and powerful organization. B. Sakir Shortly after the "Revolution”the ARF Armenian Genocide during World War|l. the demand on a technicality. The

described the goals of the Ittihatistendeclared the armed resistance to bdn 1939, Adolf Hitler told a delegation police have made no fresh attempts to
already in 1908 with the following ended and ordered the fedais to layfromAnkarathat“Turkeywasourmodel.” deport him since then.

words: "The Committee for Union and down their arms. Although after 1908
Progress strives for a centralized Stateno fundamental reforms which guar-

under Turkish-Muslim predominance. anteed the equality and security for the WWW. H ayaSta-n I nfo - n et
He wants a unified Turkish national Armenians and other Christian peoples Armenian—EninSh—German

state with Turkish schools, Turkish had been implemented, the ARF con-

administration and a Turkish legal sys- tinued their alliance with the CUP. NeWS ; Information : Comments

tem." Young Turk publications openly They called for the Armenians to sup-
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Book Review
An Armenian Athena At The Loom

By Grady Harp

History's Twists: The Armenians
by Helene Pilibosian, Ohan Press, 171
Maplewood St. Watertown, MA 02472-
1324, 2008, 96 pp., $18 postpaid.

Helene Pilibosianis a unique, fine
poet, a woman overflowing with her
Armenian heritage which she celebrateg
throughout this book of poems, weav-
ing the ancient history, the not so
distant history of the early 1900s and
the current reflections of the many
transplanted Armenians who have
settled in many countries after the
Diaspora that followed the 1915 hor-
ror on her colorful and richly detailed
loom. She has a profound respect andg p
understanding of the place of Armenia
in world history and for those readers
whose knowledge of that country’s
changing geography and relationship

HISTORY’S TWISTS:
THE ARMENIANS

O E M S

HELENE PILIBOSIAN

The River Ran Red, Final Film In Genocide Trilogy
Premieres At Arpa International Film Festival Oct. 24

LOS ANGELES -- Culminating
more than 40 years of interviews with
400 eyewitnesses to the Armenian
Genocide of 1915, documentarian J.
Michael Hagopian has completed the =il Fllen KN '
final film in his Witnesses Trilogy, The [ S i LU EEES
River Ran Red. The 60-minute docu- [§ ===

International Film Festival on Oct. 24
at the Egyptian Theatre in Hollywood,
California—four days after Hagopian's
95" birthday.

The River Ran Red is the epic
search for survivors of the Armenian
Genocide along the Euphrates, which
snakes from the Armenian Plateau in
Turkey to Syria. From his archives of
400 testimonies of survivors and eye-
witnesses, Hagopian weaves a com-survivor. As a young boy, he was
pelling story of terrifying intensity and hidden in a well in a mulberry grove to
resounding warmth. The search con-escape Turkish marauders and later
cludes with the discovery and testi- fled, with his family, to the United
mony of the last three survivors, among States, where he eventually earned a

to the great kingdoms and conquerors,goat...Orphans were necessary for surseveral thousand, who had been stuffed®hD from Harvard University in 1943.
Pilibosian has a technique that allowsvival./ America and Europe were the into a burning cave in the forbidden He started collecting film footage about
entry into this under-appreciated past.pills....Remembrance is the epitaph/fordesert of Deir Zor. Armenians early on in his 60-year ca-
But what makes Pilibosian’s po- ghosts of humble glory.’ “If | succeed in translating to the reer as a documentary filmmaker, and
etry most interesting and seductive is She pays homage to some of theviewer the experience and the pathoshe established the Armenian Film Foun-
her interlacing the immigrant experi- great Armenian artists as in ‘Letter to of those Armenians who were de- dationin 1979 with the help of several
ence with the voices of ‘those who Khachaturian on his 100th Birthday, ported from their homes and made it tocommunity leaders. He has made over
stayed behind’. Some of these poems 2003, to painter Arshile Gorky, Mihran the Euphrates River only to witness 70 educational films. Seventeen of
written in a narrative style with a re- Manoukian, Aivazovsky and others. the worst kind of bloodshed, then | those are about the Armenian people,
freshing respect for language as itBut for this reader she is most effec- accomplished what | set out to do,” including the The River Ran Red and
describes and plays withitselfinrhyme, tive in her longer, rapturously beautiful says Hagopian, who wrote and pro- the definitive film on the Turkish mas-
address contemporary issues peculiapoem ‘Letter to Nazeli’, an exchange duced the film. sacre of Armenians in 1915, The For-
to Armenians while others step into the of thoughts and feelings between one A resident of Thousand Oaks, gotten Genocide.
universal arena, a space enlightened bywho stayed in the homeland and oneCalifornia, Hagopian’s hunt for survi- There is yet another film that
a mind whose focus and devotion haswhose physical presence is in a for-vors took him to 13 different countries Hagopian plans to make. “I have inter-
been honed by a respect for roots. eign Gilead. on five continents over a period of four views with survivors of the 1892-95
We are never quite sure how many Doubtless with the publication of decades. He recorded such compellingnassacres and of eyewitnesses to the
of Helene Pilibosian’s characters are realthis book Helene Pilibosian’s impor- accounts as the priest who returns toburning of Smyrna,” he says. There
and how many are convenient creationstance as a contemporary poet will behis birthplace and meets the man whowas a 30-year genocidal era in Otto-
for poetic dialogue. She can be very firstmore widely recognized. She deserveskilled his father and other family mem- man Turkish history and that story

person personal: ‘I spilled my American her special place in the pantheon ofbers, and people who reported seeingneeds to be told.”

hopes/of many afternoons/on the pave-humanistic artists.

ments that wore my life./An Armenian

daughter doesn’t forget/the name that Grady Harp is a retired sur-

gets her born,/ the long curls that weregeon, poet, art buff and prized re-
shorn.” She can be a resource for his-viewer for amazon.com where this
tory: ‘Oral history is a vagrant review was originally posted.

Yousuf Karsh Photo Exhibit Opens At MFA

By Armand Andreassian

BOSTON -- The Museum of Fine
Arts (MFA) in Boston recently
partnered with the Consulate General
of Canadain Boston and with Estrellita
Karsh to present “Karsh 100: A Biog-
raphy in Images,” an exhibition of
works by the late Canadian-Armenian
photographer Yousuf Karsh. The ex-
hibit opened to the public on Sept. 23
and will run until Jan. 19, 2009.

Yousuf Karsh arrived in Canada
on New Year's Eve in 1924 at the age
of 16. He said he was more struck by
the bright light of the day than the cold :
Canadian winter. He was greeted byyousufKarsh
joyous sounds of the holiday and later

hundreds of bodies floating down what The Armenian Film Foundation
they described as the bloody waters ofis dedicated to preserving the visual
the Euphrates River. and personal histories of the withesses
Hagopian was honored with the to the first genocide of the 2Qen-
Arpa Lifetime Achievement Awardand tury. Since 1979, the Foundation has
the Armin T. Wegner Humanitarian made its mission to serve as the pri-
Award in 2006. He also is the recipient mary motion picture resource bank for
of Jewish World Watch'’s “| Witness” Armenian Genocide footage for public
Award for dedicating his professional television, educational institutions, and
life to chronicling the history of the film and television producers world-
Armenian people and commemorating wide. Plans are underway to digitize its
victims of the Armenian Genocide. archival materials within the next few
“We are so pleased to have this years to make them more readily avail-
opportunity to show Dr. Hagopian’s able to people from all walks of life.
documentary,” says Arpa Film Festi- For more information about the
val founder Sylvia Minassian. “He isan premiere and ticketing, please visit
amazing man.” www.armenianfilm.org or call 805-
Hagopian himself is a Genocide 495-0717.

andthe museum as his university whereviewed the image of 19-year-old
he studied light, composition, and Oscar winning actress Angela
shadow.” Rogers introduced the Ca-Lansbury, Estrellita Karsh recalled
nadian Consul General, Neil LeBlanc, being invited to her home in Califor-
who spoke of Karsh’s work and ca- nia some time after it had been de-
reer in Canada. LeBlanc then intro- stroyed by a fire. Lansbury had
duced Estrillita Karsh. mentioned feeling badly about losing

During the tour of the gallery the Karsh photo in the fire, and on
spaces displaying Yousuf Karsh’s his return to Ottawa, Yousuf Karsh

wrote that after fleeing the “heart- tings during his career, and met hisiconic photographs, Estrellita Karsh printed and sent her another copy.

break” of Armenia, he could not yet wife, Estrillita, during one of those often charmingly interjected her rec-
sittings in 1961. They were married ollections of the individuals pictured, works from the Karsh’s private col-

begin to imagine the “infinitpromise
of this new land.” He soon traveled in 1962.
to Boston to apprentice with John

In the exhibit, one also finds

many of whom became friends of |ection, such as the bronze bust of

At the opening reception at the the Karshes. For instance, she saidyousuf Karsh by the sculptor,

Garo, a leading portraitist. When he MFA, museum director Malcom that playwright Tennessee Williams Jacques Lipchitz, done in 1970, as
returned to Canada, he opened aRogers welcomed the attendees andvrote to Yousuf Karsh from a rehab well as the bust of Estrellita Karsh
studio in the capital, Ottawa, where spoke of Karsh’s special relationship center years after he had been phosculpted by Emilio Greco.

he started his

career as a portrait photographer. he was introduced in the 1920’s. “He old photo

illustrious 60-year with Boston and the museum, to which tographed asking for a copy of his

For more information on the
to become once again exhibit, visit www.mfa.org and click

Yousuf completed 15,312 sit- thought of Boston as his spiritual homethe man | was.” While the group on “Exhibitions.”
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generation!
Contact

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT!

Tell Me about Armenia

rri Lyn EShibar

Here is a book you can read to your child which explains
“Armenia” is more than just a word. It is a rich land with a

The perfect gift to expand the horizons of the next

Knee Hye Children’'s Books
P.C. Box 2645

LaJolla, CA 92038-2645
www_Kneehye.com

web

infoi@ kneehyve.com email

(858) 750-8365

phone
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network. We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses

« Dental Coverage

» Medicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1807 W GLENOAKS BLVD. #202
GLENDALE, GA 91201

(818) 502-3233

HARUTEEXCELHYE.COM
WWW.ENCELHYE.COM

CA Insurance
License #0B28270

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

» Life Insurance
By BT Live & Health Msumance Con iy

= HSA-Compatible Plans

By BC Lite & Heatth msumanoe Compay

s Integrated Workers’ Compensation
By Emplopers Compensation [nawsance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

Pty

)

BlueCross

of California

The Power af Blua™

Blse Cross of Caldomia (BOC) and BC Life & Health Imsursnce Company (BCLAM| are
Independent Licensees of the Blue Cross Association (BCA). The Power of Blue and the Blue
Cross name and symbol sre registersd service marks of the BCA 00 BCC,

CANTIG
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The Armenian Teletime
Is Back On Channel 18

Not 1 Hour, Not 2 Hours, Not 3 Hours But 24 Hours Per Day
7 Days Per Week, Free

No Subscription Fee - Plus 40 Additional Channsl
For info call The Armenian Channel (818) 982-2400
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Mission Wine & Spirits
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MISSION

WINE & SPIRITS

1785 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104
(B625) 7B4-7026 » (625) 704-7368
Near the corner of Allen & Washington = Open Monday—5aturday 9 am - 8 pm
wenw. missionliquor.com T
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