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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

MHazareth V. Jansezian, Esqg.
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Opposition Alliance Meets to Hear ‘Differing Views’ of Members Armenian Fund Annual Telethon Raises
Armenian National Congress to Hold Conference Over $35 Million

on December 12 LOS ANGELES -- Armenians time. The businessman designated the

YEREVAN -- The political par- HAK should back the people of aroundtheworld have more thandoubledmoney for the construction of a hospi-
ties and civil groups making up Karabakh like his popular movement on their last year's donation pledge for atal in Nagorno-Karabakh’s capital
Armenia’s main opposition alliance held once did in 1988 when the then au- Diaspora-funded pan-Armenian charity Stepanakert.
anearly five-hour-long meeting behind tonomous region in Soviet Azerbaijan as a result of a 12-hour Thanksgiving Several wealthy businessmen and
closed doors last Friday to address thedeclared its secession from AzerbaijanDay telethon in Los Angeles, USA. philanthropists from Armenia and its
differences on domestic and foreign and joining Armenia. The All-Armenian Fund Hayastan Diaspora again accounted for a large
policy issues existing between its Another dividing issue atthe HAK managed to attract more than $35 millionpart of the telethon donations.
founding members. is whether the opposition should re- in donation pledges from Armenians in The fundraiser’s total proceeds

Speaking to RFE/RL after the sume its large-scale anti-governmentthe United States and other parts of thealso include the pledges made during
meeting, Aram Sargsian, the head ofprotests that Ter-Petrosian temporarilyworld for its infrastructure projects in charity dinners as well as phone-a-tons
the opposition Hanrapetutyun party, halted in October citing the need to Armeniaand Nagorno-Karabakh. Asimi- and other charity actions held in Diaspora
said the Armenian National Congressstave off greater Armenian conces-lar telethon staged a year ago raiseccommunities in the month preceding the
(HAK) plans to hold a conference in sions on Karabakh. $15.3 million. main event.
December and a subsequent extended  If no extraordinary events hap- According to the Fund'’s report, The Fund will use the proceeds
caucus to address the existing issuegen, the two-month pause will be main- Russia’s wealthy businessman Samvelfrom this year's telethon for its core
and concerns among some of its mem-ained, Sargsian stressed. Karapetian had made the biggest singleprojects in remote rural areas of Armenia
bers and eventually to decide on the According to Zhirayr Sefilian, donation of $15 million during the and Karabakh targeting healthcare, wa-
alliance’s further steps. who has been urging the HAK to re- annual fundraiser held for the eleventhter and education infrastructures.

“No doubt, there are differences sume its mass protests, he raised the
within the HAK and they are not a issue again during the Friday gather-
secret. Here we have the goal of hearding.

Vahan Shirkhanyan Holds Press Conference With

ing all different views as well as pro- “Today, it wasn't a meeting to Armenian Media Representatives in LosAnge|eS
posals,” he added. make decisions... | think time will
The Hanrapetutyun party leader show what step will be made,” he told GLENDALE, CA -- On Satur-

confirmed that two different opinions RFE/RL. day, November 28 2008, former
on the Karabakh settlement currently Lyudmila Sargsian, of the peputy Prime Minister and Deputy
existamong HAK members, with some Hunchakian Party, excluded that the pefense Minister of the Republic of
opposing any territorial concessions HAK, which currently embraces 16 Armenia, and representative of the
to Azerbaijan and others favoring a political parties, will eventually shape social Democrat Hunchakian Party’s
compromise-based solution to the pro-itself into a political party. Central Committee in Armenia; Mr.
tracted conflict. After the closed discussions, she, vahan Shirkhanyan held a press con
Among the hardliners Sargsian, in particular, said that a HAK confer- ference with local Armenian American
in particular, named the Social-Demo- ence scheduled for December 12 wouldmedia institutions.
cratic Hunchakian Party and the Ar- pave the way for a policy-defining The event was organized by the

menian Volunteers’ Unionled by promi- caucus. SDHP Western USA’s mediarelations [ &
nent Karabakh war veteran Zhirayr “Thisis afinal stage ofthe HAK’'s  committee, and moderated by Mr. [§

Sefilian. formation,” the Hunchakian party Harout Der-Tavitian, who delivered a

Ex-president and current HAK leader said. “There are alotof things toprief introduction and biography of
leader Levon Ter-Petrosian, in summarize before we head for a cau-mr. Shirkhanyan. Mr. Shirkhanyan in .
Sargsian’s words, maintains that thecus.” turn praised the southern California

.. .y . Armenian Diaspora, whom in his opin-
Azerbaijan Refuses to Exclude Military Solution ‘on are the most in tune and inforﬁ]ed

for Karabakh with the happenings within the Repub-
lic of Armenia and more importantly
ROME -- Azerbaijan’s leader has that nonuse of force has been one ofyith the sentiments of the Armenia

effectively disavowed an earlier un- the fundamental achievements of thepeople. be included in the international nego-
derstanding that his country’s long- November 2 declaration in which the The main topic of the press con- tjation efforts, Mr. Shirkhanyan also
running dispute with Armenia over signatories pledge an intensified searchference was the latest developments instated that haste should not be a reason
Karabakh cannot be resolved militar- for a “peaceful, political resolution to the Artsakh conflict resolution efforts for a resolution to the conflict, rather

Vahan Shirkhanyan during
the press conference

ily. the conflict” based on the ongoing aswell as the current political situation the Armenian government along with
In an interview with RAI Inter- negotiations led by the OSCE'’s Minsk in the Republic of Armenia. Stressing
national TV, while on a visit to Italy, Group. The document further stressesthe need of the Artsakh government to Continued on page 3

President Ilham Aliev said he remained the importance of continued efforts by - - - -
optimistic about an “easy solution” to the Group’s American, French and Armenian UnlverS|ty Students Deplore Continued

the Nagorno-Karabakh conflictif “Ar- Russian co-chairs to work out the ; ; ;
menia abided by the principles of the basic principles of a Karabakh settle- Corruptlon inthe Academic SyStem

declaration signed in Moscow.” ment acceptable to the conflicting par- YEREVAN -- The student coun- the same way.”
But Aliev insisted the nonbinding ties. cil presidents of four Armenian uni- According to a recent survey
document signed between the Arme- The part of the declaration refer- versities; Yerevan State University, Ar- conducted in YSU, 19 faculties, the

nian, Azerbaijani and Russian presi-ring to ‘a political solution’ has been menian State Economic University, most corrupted is the Law Depart-
dents earlier this month still left a presented in Armenia as a provision Yerevan State Linguistic University, ment, 24.63%, International Relations
military option open for Baku to rees- thatlargely excludes a military solution and Armenian State Agrarian Univer- Department, 20.67%, Economy De-
tablish control over Nagorno- tothe Karabakh problem. Critics of the sity continue to express their concernspartment. 19.05, Foreign Languages
Karabakh. Armenian government, however, as of corruption within the country’s uni- 15.68. A similar survey was con-

“There is not a single commit- well as officials in Nagorno-Karabakh versity system and its direct impact on ducted in 2007 by the Sargis Dkhruni
ment [in the declaration] that would itself have expressed their concernsthe quality of education in the country. Youth Student Union, affiliated to
keep Azerbaijan from resorting to a that Stepanakert’'s absence from among The continuation of corruption Armenia’s Social Democratic
military option,” the Azerbaijanileader the signatories of the Moscow docu- throughout the academic system dur-Hunchakian Party with the same re-
underscored. ment might mean that Armenia hasing the entrance examinations all thesults.

Aliev’s statement is in stark con- formally supplanted the unrecognized way to graduation results in “ungifted Within both surveys the main
trast to the assurances by Armenia’s entrants becoming students this or
top leadership and governing forces Continuedonpage4 that way graduate from the university Continued on page 4
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Testimony: The Presidential Elections and March 1st Tragedy

By Zhanna Aleksanyan

The below facts are based on
what | have witnessed personally
and/or based on the interviews |
have conducted with victims or other
witnesses.

Ms. Zhanna Aleksanyan is a member of the Investigative Journa
ists’ Association of Armenia. She was first-hand witness at March
2008, government crackdown on peaceful demonstrators. She provid
testimonies at various organizations in USA and Warsaw, Poland.

Keghart.com
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When speaking about the 2008
presidential electionsitis imperative to
bear in mind the pre-election period.
The latter was ripe with unprecedented
unequal campaign, exploitation of gov-
ernment resources, control of elec-
tronic media, efforts of distorting facts
and events, mockery and denigration
of opposition leader Levon Ter-
Petrosyan, denial of office space to
Ter-Petrossian or organized attacks
on his campaign offices.

But the Election Day and the
events that followed were unprec-
edented in violence and threats, and
resulted in 10 fatalities.

The violence and threats con-
tinue up to date.

Let us start from the Election
Day - February 19.

The calls received at the offices
of the “Heritage” party alerted of vio-
lent actions and election fraud at vari-

ous poll stations - from kidnapping, to

On March 1st the police
attacked and brutally beat
citizens

threats against proxies and their expul-

 —

Assembly of Vanadzor Arthur Saqunc
provided information aboutthe people,
who were detained or arrested in the
Loriregion on the morning of March 1,
after the dispersing of the demonstra-
tion. The people presented are resi-
dents of Lori region. | have conducted
the interviews.

Voskanian Rubik-participant of
sitting protest, head of LTP’s head-
quarter in Vanadzor

Manukian Ashot—Head of Lori
Region headquarters

Their friend Kolya witnessed the
ruthless treatment that the above men-
tioned people were subjected to on the
morning of March 1 by the police after
the dispersing of the demonstration.
Kolya told that the mentioned people
managed to escape from Freedom
Square and reach the circus area, but
because of Rubik Voskanian’s deterio-
ration of health conditions, they were
forced to call the ambulance. When the
ambulance car arrived, instead of doc-
tors, masked individuals got out of the
car and started beating Ashot and Rubik
with truncheons, after which they
threw them in the car and took them
away. Saqunc tells, that during the
following three days he could not get

sion from elections precincts. 8:00am, three full-bodied men ap- forces was running in one direction, any information regarding where his
In Avan district, at around proached her at the poll station (Larisafrom where one could hear excruciating friends were. The incident occurred
11:00am, two young men asked Levonknew these people) and cautioned herries and screams of a woman. Beforearound 8 am. After 3 days it became
Ter-Petrossian’s proxy, Arsen “to refrain from speaking out”. After- approaching the woman, | saw how clearthatthey were taken to the Yerevan
Khanamiyan, and his friend Garik wards, they forced her out of the build- four police officers were dragging a Central police station. Armen
Ghazarian to leave the poll station “for ing and drove her to a deserted locationthirty year-old man, while hitting him Khachatrian from the Ombudsman’s
a chat” and suggested that they get intooutside the city. Larisa received blows to with truncheons. The police forced the office also came to the police station to
the Jeep parked outside of the building.her face and head (she had bruises on hgroung man into parked police van on gather information. 3 days after their
When the men sat in the car, theface). The men threatened her family, Tumanian Street. Apparently, the youngarrest Ashot Manukian was found,
vehicle suddenly took off, taking the and then took off abandoning her there.man tried to protect the 30-year-old while Roubik Voskanian’s relatives
men in an unknown direction. A short Later on, Larisa reported to the nearbywoman, who had tried to photograph thefound out about his whereabouts only
while later, the proxy and his friend police station herself. police rows. The officers noticed this after 5 days. They were both detained
were taken to a “Harsnakar” hotel near and attacked the woman, hitting herwithout the interference of a lawyer.
Sevan Lake, where they were met by On March 1, the police pummeled  violently on her shoulder and confiscat- On March 9th the relatives of A.
the owner of the hotel, parliamentarian random passer-bys ing her camera. Manukian managed to have a lawyer
Ruben Hayrapetian, and by two dozen Early in the morning, on March 1, When others and | approached tointerfere in defense of his case.
of his bodyguards. Arsen and his friend | was told, that the demonstrators in console the crying woman, the police The police approached Gagik
were handcuffed and severely beaten Freedom Square were brutally dispersedrudely threatened us not to crowd the Shamshian, photographer of Aravot
The MP himself took leading par- Around 9:00 am, | was already in the space. At that moment, another crowdand Chorrord Ishakhanutiun newspa-
ticipation in the attacks, primarily beat- office of “Heritage” party, which is gathered on the opposite side of thepers, when at 6AM the police was
ing Arsen and causing him serious inju- located by the square. Twenty three yearstreet. People were watching the policedispersing peaceful demonstrators,
ries (breaking his jaw). After this, the old Areg, who took refuge at the party’s activity. One of the policemen noticed using truncheons and Tazers. He
young men were once again handcuffedoffice, was telling how and what hap- the crowd and started yelling, “Do not started photographing, when the
and spentaboutan hour and a halflockegpened at the square. He was unable tgather!” Then, that group of policemen, square was void of electricity and,
in a basement. On the same day, later irescape from the police that was armedwaving their truncheons, immediately since he was using the camera’s flash,
the afternoon when the two were re-with truncheons: “The unexpected at- started chasing after the people. Thehe attracted attention of the police. 7
leased, we tried to have a phone convertack caused panic among the peoplelatter began running away on Tumanianpolicemen approached him, grabbed
sation with Arsen, but he was not ca- They were running left and right. The Street, disregarding the street traffic. | his camera, which they never returned,
pable to speak. He spent the following police was intentionally blocking their did not run, but instead followed what and started beating him with trun-
few days in bed. However, already the way, causing many to trip over and fall was happening. cheons. Shamshian has kidney prob-
nextday, on February 20, Arsen’s brotheron the ground receiving beatings with The police cars quickly took off lems and he had a special belt attached
held a speech, where he demanded fotruncheons. They caught me as | wasand drove after the people. Individualsin to his back. Noticing this, the police
the removal of the authorities. Although trying to escape from the square, pushegolice uniforms were catching those started hitting particularly at this part
the committed crimes were undeniable, me against a wall and started poundingattempting to escape and throwing themof his body. One of the policemen
to this date, the perpetrators have notmy head with their truncheons.” into vans and beating them with trun- recognized him and said, “This is the
been prosecuted by the law enforcement The party office received informa- cheons. That was a horrible scene thaphotographer, who always takes our
agencies. Ruben Hayrapetyan is not thdion that at that instance the police wastook place in front of my eyes. | sud- pictures” and bringing his finger next
only individual that's above lawin Arme- still continuing their assault on the people denly understood, that | could also be-to his eye said “let’'s remove his eye, so
nia. Any citizen in country knows thathe on Northern Avenue and Tumanian come a target and looked back when ghat he won't take pictures of us any-
will remain unpunished. Streets, where one could see puddles opoliceman had raised his truncheon andnore.” Shamshian said that while on
The other case of kidnapping oc- blood. | hurried there. The Freedom was about to hit my head with it. But as the ground; he was covering his head
curred in the Kotayq region. The victim, Square was surrounded by rows of| stared at him, he lowered his trun- to protect himself from the beatings.
Larisa Tadevosian uncovered and pre-police forces, while a large group of cheon, and | told him “You have not Seeing that he is no more capable
sented to the election committee a num-police, about 30 to 40 people, armedwarned me that it is not allowed to walk of standing on his feet, grabbing him
ber of false citizen names in the voter with truncheons was throwing violent on the sidewalk.” It was the first day of from his clothes the police dragged

lists. Despite the fact that a day beforeglares in the direction of the passer-bysspring, 10:00 am in the morning.
she was approached by certain individu-that were gathered on Tumanian and
als, who people warned her “not to Mashtots avenues.

interfere and keep her silence,” the | had taken about 50 steps when |
woman still decided to pursue the truth. heard a horrendous noise from behind. |

On March 1st the police attacked
citizens

The President of law-enforce-
The next day, i.e. the Election Day, atturned back. A large group of police mentorganization of Helsinki Citizen’s

him face down to the other end of
Freedom Square, crossing about 30-
40 meters, and dropped him there.
Shamshian remained on the ground for

Continued on page 4
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Dr. Sebouh Aslanian Discusses Julfan
Trade Networks

Journal of Society for Armenian Studies Published

THELL WK T ire L H]
ANN ARBOR, Ml -- Dr. Sebouh Armenian Studies (SAS) announces
Aslanian, aManoogian Simone Founda- the publication of Volume 17 of its
tion Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Univer- refereed Journal, under the editorship JOURMAL

sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, delivered a
lecture titled The New Julfa Merchants
in the Mid-18" Century and Their Trade
Networks” on November 18. The lec-
ture was held at the AGBU Alex and
Marie Manoogian School in Southfield

and was sponsored jointly by the Arme- [~

nian Studies Program at Ann Arbor and
the Armenian Research Center at UM-
Dearborn.

Aslanian’s lecture began with a
discussion of the global trade networks
of Armenian merchants from New Julfa,

FRESNO, CA -- The Society for [um

of Dr. Joseph A. Kéchichian, and con-
tains nine original essays as well as
eleven book reviews.

Two articles focus on the Geno-
cide, one by Steven Leonard Jacobs of
“The Journey of Death: Lemkin and
the Armenian Genocide” that eluci-
dates on Raphael Lemkin's concerns,
and a second co-authored by Joceline
Chabot, Sylvia Kasparian and Chris-
tine Thériault on “A shared memory?
The social demand for the recognition

(¥ THE
SOCIETY FOR
ARMENIAN STUIMES

of the Armenian genocide by the Ar-

menian community of Quebec (1965- Research.” The five papers are by
1998),” which sheds light on various Knarik Avakian, “The Early History of
perceptions within the Province of Armenian Emigration to the U.S.A.™
Québec in Canada. Both are somewhatEvidence from the Archives of the
specialized that venture into seldomArmenian Patriarchate of
studied aspects of the Armenian Holo- Constantinople”; Claudia Der-
caust. Gayané V. Hagopian has pennedJartirosian, “Armenians in the 1980,
ining the role of information networks Dr-Sebouh Aslanian “Armenian Proverbs and the Biblical 1990 & 2000 U.S. Census”; Margaret
and commercial correspondence that Scripture,” an essay that offers useful Manoogian, “Exploring the family ties

glued together the Julfan network andtrade settlements of the Julfan net-comparisons in a highly detailed study and legacies of older Armenian Ameri-
facilitated its survival and prosperity. ~ work to its nodal center at New Julfa, of Armenian proverbs, which make canwomen”; Ani Yazedjian, “Learning
The lecture focused on commer- Isfahan. pertinent linkages with Biblical scrip- to Be Armenian: Understanding the Pro-
cial letters written by Julfan merchants Dr. Aslanian’s 2007 Ph.D. disser- tures. In “La migration des Arméniens cess of Ethnic Identity Development for
working in the Indian Ocean and Medi- tation, From the Indian Ocean to the & Buenos Aires: Evolution du réseauArmenian Adolescents”; and Ben
terranean regions and outlined three catMediterranean: Circulation and the glo- associatif (1900-1950),” Nélida Alexander, “To Supply Armenia with
egories of news that merchant lettershal trade networks of Armenian mer- Boulgourdjian-Toufeksian examinesthe Architects: The Press, the Parties, and
circulated across the network including chants from New Julfa/lsfahan, 1605- conditions of the Armenian commu- the Second Generation in the 1930s.”
political/social news, commercial news, 1747 (Columbia University), received a Nity in Buenos Aires, Argentina, during Without exaggeration, these articles add
and news on the reputation of fellow Best Dissertation Award for that year the first half of the twentieth century. significant value to our knowledge of
Julfan merchants. It argued that infor- from the Graduate School at Columbia. This article is in French with an En- Armenians in the United States, and
mation sharing was important not only He is also the author of the monographglish abstract. identify critical issues of interest.
for the daily commercial affairs of mer- Dispersion History and the Polycentric In addition to these four contri- The Journal of the Society for
chants but also for maintaining the integ- Nation: The Role of Simeon Yerevantsi's butions, five papers from an original Armeniais a fully refereed publication,
rity of the Julfan trade network. The Girk orkocipartavcarinthe ¥&entury  collection of nine—with the next four which means that materials are re-
lecture examined the stylistic properties Revival (in the series Bibliotheque slated for publication in the next JSAS viewed by “expertreaders”in a “blind”
of Julfan mercantile correspondence asd’Arménologie “Bazmavep”). He is the issue, highlight “A Century of Arme- procedure, which ensures full trans-
well as the logisticagdroblems of circu-  author of a number of articles in the New hians in America: New Social Science parency.
lating letters across vast spaces througllulfa merchants in various academic
a courier network that connected thejournals as well.

Isfahan (in the Safavid Empire of Iran)
and outlined the three circuits of the
Julfan network covering the Indian
Ocean, the Mediterranean, and North-
western Europe and Russia. The lectureg
drew on archival sources in London,
Venice, Isfahan, and elsewhere in exam

Vahan Shirkhanyan Press Conference

Continued from page 1 decrease as a financial and political

Dr. Dundar Discusses Instruments of Power resource, not only is money generated
During the "Medz Yeghern" Artsakh, and the Diaspora should em-for those elderly and very young leftin
phasize on strengthening the infra- Armenia by those who migrate, but
ANN ARBOR, MI -- Dr. Fuat Vvillages and used to ensure the totalstructures of Karabakh and truly de- those same elderly are also corrupted
Dundar, Manoogian Simone Foundation evacuation of the Armenian regions. In velop the rural areas of Artsakh. during elections with bribes which
Post-Doctoral Fellow at the University other words, these maps were pro- Mr. Shirkhanyan, also stated the they depend on for their livelihood.
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, presented a duced for the perfect execution of the need for the present regime to resign A native of Akhalkalak, Mr.
public lecture last week titled “Instru- demography policy. The last and the from office, and a democratically Shirkhanyan took exceptionto the pre-
ments of Power during the Medz Yeghernmost important instrument was the elected government credible both in- vious and current Armenian regime’s
(Big Holocaust) of Ottoman Armenians: photograph. The main reason to pho-ternationally as well as domestically insistence that they have no disagree-
Map, Census, Telegram.” tograph Armenians was to persuadeshould handle the Artsakh situation. ments with the Georgian government
Dr. Dundar summarized his lec- the ‘Western world’ that Armenians He also said that another key issueof its internal affairs, nor for that
ture in the following way: “I tried to had rebelled and the policy of the which Armenia faces is the lack of a matter does the Armenian government
provide concrete examples of the useOttoman authorities was only deporta- vibrant self sustained economy, free have any land disputes with its north-
of modern instruments by the positiv- tion, not destruction of the Armenian of repression and corruption and thatern neighbor. Mr. Shirkhanyan, stated
ist CUP (Committee of Union and population. These photographs werebefore any talk of an Artsakh resolu- that on the contrary, the Armenian
Progress) authorities during the Medz produced for the purposes of justify- tion or for that matter the Turkish government should at the very least
Yeghern of Ottoman Armenians dur- ing government policy among the Turks Armenian border be opened, the Ar-insist on equal rights and freedoms for
ing 1915-1916". as well, and that argument is still usedmenian government should take dras-the Armenian population in Georgia
“These instruments (telegram, by the Turkish government.” tic stepsin establishing an independentwho face continued discrimination by
census, map, and photograph),” he The lecture was sponsored by domestic economy. both the Georgian government and the
said, “were also characteristic of the the Armenian Studies program of the He emphasized that the popula- Georgian people.
anti-Armenian demographic operation University of Michigan. tion depletion in Armenian towns and Mr. Shirkhanyan emphasized the
and as well as the Turkification policy Dr. Dundar, who received his cities outside of Yerevan with the situation of Armenianin Georgia, along
of the CUP government. Using tens of doctorate from I'Ecole des Haute present circumstances will not only with other Armenians throughout the
thousands of ciphered telegrams, theEtudes des Sciences Sociales in Parissndanger the independence of Artsakhworld for the need of a government
CUP executed its policy rapidly and wrote adissertationtitled “L'ingénierie and the safety of its populace with appointed committee made of
secretly. The census was the mainEthnique du Comité Union et Progrés territorial concessions, but the absenceDiasporan Armenian intellectuals along
instrument before, during and after the et la Turcisation de I’Anatolie (1913- of a viable growth in domestic infra- withintellectuals from Armeniato deal
entire operation. All steps involved 1918).” “He has also authored two structure and progression in the manu-with issues that Armenians face within
were calculated and registered care-other volumes in Turkish: on CUP facturing of goods and products will the Republic as well as within the
fully. Not only the deportees, the con- settlement policy of Muslimsin Anatolia continue to place Armenia in a situa- Diaspora.
verts, the orphans but even the deadlstanbul, 2001) and on the treatmenttion where they will forever be eco- The entire press conference can
were surveyed by the censuses. Theof minorities in the Turkish census, nomically indebted to the Azeris. He be viewed on the Massis Weekly
third instrument, the ethnographic map, (Istanbul, 2000); this volume has also also stressed the current and previousvebsite, http://
was produced to locate the Armenianbeen published in Greek). regime’s dependence of the populationwww.MassisWeekly.com.
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Media City Ballet of Los Angeles Present¥he Nutcracker

Burbank, CA—Media City Balletof performer and resident of Glendale) asfs
Los Angeles, Natasha Middleton, Artis- Herr Drosselmeyer; and Sergey Kheylik
tic Director, Choreographer and Direc- (of Beverly Hills) as The Rat King and
tor will present a magical production of The Russian Trepak.
Peter llyich Tchaikovsky’s The Nut- Soloist roles will be danced by:
cracker, featuring a cast of 70 award- Amara Baptist (of Sunland) as Columbina,
winning dancers, visualillusions, special The Chinese Dancer and Icicle; Emily [
effects and aerialists. A pre-show mini- Morrow (of Burbank) as The Chinese
concert featuring singers from the Taft Dancer and Icicle; Alexander Fost (of |
High School Vocal Ensemble, under the Alhambra) as The Chinese Dancer;
direction of Nicholas Miller (of Santa Clarita) as [

Tom Pease, will be presented 15Harlequino; Gabrielle Palmatier (of §
minutes prior to each performance of HermosaBeach) as The Arabian Dancer
the ballet. Performances will be given at Andee Tims (of Burbank) as The Ara-
the Alex Theatre, 216 North Brand Bou- bian Dancer; Dimitri Safa (of Holly- &
levard, Glendale, CA 91203 on Satur- wood) as The Arabian Dancer; Philippe |
day, December 6, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. and_eibzig (of Studio City) as Mother Gin-
7:00 p.m. and on Sunday, December 7 ger;
2008 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Televi- Kristine Gregorian (of Los Ange- DuBose (of Media City Ballet of Los
sion and theatre actress Elmarie Wendeles) as Lead Reed Flute; Sheena Sisk (oAngeles) and Anna Leiker (of Woodbury
will serve as producer. Pacific Palisades) as Lead SnowflakeUniversity in Burbank), with sets de-

by: Edgar Nikolyan (formerly with the Flowers; Mary Bankston (of Toluca Feature Animation and artists from Uni-
Vienna State Opera Balletand resident ofake) as Frau Silberhaus; Moses Navarroversal Features Animation. A perennial
Granada Hills) as The Nutcracker Prince (of Burbank) as Councilor Silberhaus; favorite ballet during the holiday season,
and Aubrey Morgan (formerly with the Rozanna Avitisyan (of Glendale) and Peter llyich Tchaikovsky's The Nut-
New York City Balletand residentof Los Tina Yedgarian (of La Crescenta) as Thecracker was written in 1892. It is the
Angeles) as The Sugar Plum Fairy; Mira Russian Dancers; Griffin Armstorff (of story of a young girl's dream brought to
Nastassja (of West Hollywood) as Clara; Burbank) and life.

Carrie Lee Riggins (formerly with Patrick Fitz-Simmons (of Canyon Tickets are $20.00, $38.00 and

Beverly Hills) as The Snow Queen and dale) as The Governess and Lesleycalling the Alex Box Office at 818-243-
Dew Drop; Arsen Serobian (award-win- Vaughn, Tania Pierce and SarahALEX (2539). Discounts are available
ning dancer and resident of North Holly- Romanowsky as Aerialists from Holly- for Groups of 15 or more, Seniors,
wood) as The Snow King and Waltz wood Aerial Arts (based in Inglewood). Students and Children under 12. Cosf
Cavalier; Stephen Nelson (of Hollywood) The ballet will be presented intwo Saving Special Family Packs are avail--rOp left: Arsen Serobian (Dew Drop’s
as The Snow King, The Toy Soldier and acts, staged in the tradition of the re-able. For Group Sales call the Alex cayalier). Top right: Courtney Croitori
The Spanish Dancer; nowned Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo Theatre at 818-243-7700, ext. 216. To(sygar Plum Fairy) and Edgar Nikolyan

April Lynn Mcleod (of Altadena) featuring a cast of 70 award-winning, purchase tickets online, please visit the(The Nutcracker Prince). Below:
as The Spanish Dancer and Icicle; Craigclassically trained local dancers. MCB’s website, www.alextheatre.org. For fur- phijlippe Leibzpig (Mother Ginger) with
Dickens (a Media City Ballet Guest Art- production of The Nutcracker will fea- ther information, please call the ballet Ovsana Tsaturian (Gingerbread) - Pho-
ist, professional magician, Magic Castledture costumes coordinated by Chisatocompany at 818-232-7632. tos by Tom Pease

The Presidential Elections and March 1st Tragedy Azerbaijan Refuses to Exclude Military Solution

Continued from page 2 for an ambulance. The ambulance, how-Continued from page 1 the conflict is between Azerbaijan and
ever, never arrived and he found a spe- Nagorno-Karabakh,” Aliev said.

about 20 minutes, after which they cial car, which took the injured to the republic from further talks. “Second of all, the declaration

transferred him to the Central police hospital. Commenting on this, Aliev ar- calls for a settlement of the conflict

station by car. He tells that he saw other Then he headed to the Republic gued that thereby the Armenian leader-based on international norms and prin-
beaten people in the car. After the centralSquare with his friends, where they ship had admitted it was Azerbaijan ciples. It means that the resolutions of
police station they took people to police were detained and taken to the Kanakerand Armenia as the parties to the con-the United Nations Security Council
stations according to their residency. Zeytun police divisions. Armen stayed flict. calling on Armenia’s armed forces to
Shamshian was taken to the Kanakerthere for about 30 hours. They asked “It had not been so before as end the occupation of Azerbaijan’s
Zeitun district police station, where he him to write explanations as to why he Armenia had tried to prove to all that territories must be respected.”
spent about 7 hours. At the police sta-was at Freedom Square. He was not - - .
tion, at one moment being alone heallowed to call his parents to let them UnlverSIIy Students Deplore Corruptlon n
managed to call lawyer Seda Safarianknow about his whereabouts. Armen :
and the ombudsman’s office. Only after witnessed the violence used againstthose the Academic SyStem
the interference of these two, Shamshiangdetained at the police station. One young-Continued from page 1 system feeds into the future culture of
who had acute kidney pains, was trans-ster, whose leg was injured during the corruption that has started to become
ferred to the hospital, where he wasdemonstrationdispersal, was being beatemeason of corruption is indicated as prevalent in Armenia’s society. The
subjected to a medical checkup andup atthe police station. Infact, one ofthebeing a result of the low salary of studentcouncil conveyed ajoint letter
eventually released. Shamshian says thapolicemen was holding him, while the instructors and that the blame for cor- addressed to the Armenian authori-
at the hospital they did not register his other was kicking at the youngster’s ruption phenomena should be spreadties, RA President, NA Speaker, and
name. At the same time Armen Ohanianinjured leg. They were being forced to evenly, from education responsible for RA Prime Minister expecting assis-
was taken from the Freedom Square towrite in the protocol that they had re- the enlightenment of the students, totance in fighting corruption. They ask
the Kanaker/Zeytun police station. sisted againstthe police who were tryingthe student who carries out the bribe,the country’s leaders for guarantees
Ohanian had witnessed how Shamshiarto disperse the demonstrators. “Andto the government’s lax response tothat if names are publicized these
was crying from his kidney pains at the when the police-head came to the policeinvestigate the problem. The continu- people will be protected from perse-
police station. station he directly announced out-loud, ation of the corrupt higher education cutions.

Armen Ohanian tells that he was at that all the protocols must note that the
the Freedom Square when the policedetained had shown resistance towarc
raided the square and without warningthe police”, Armen told. Buthe managed

www.HayastanInfo.net
attacked the people. They did not beatupo avoid that request, “the hours that |

Armen. He says that one of the police-spent at the police station left a deep Armenian'Eng”Sh'German
men even extended his hand to help himpsychological effect on me, and my NeWS Information Comments

get up when he fell on the ground. He parents during that time were looking for
managed to escape from Freedomme in the morgues.”
Square and ended up on the adjacent Zhanna Aleksanyan Contacts:

Northern Avenue with his friends. There 18 Leningrdaian street, apt 53, WWW maSSISWGG kly Com

he saw a man whose head was injured Huis (Hope) NGO

and his wound was bleeding. He tried to 10 Street, 23/1, ap 17, u pdated eve ry Frlday

help this person, and immediately called 1869 Yervan, Armenia
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