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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

Nazareth V. Jansezian, Esq.
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Turkey Again Links Armenia Ties With Karabakh
Erdogan: ‘Forget About’ Armenian Border Opening

YEREVAN/ANKARA--Minister  and sees a “real possibility” for the
Ali Babacan on Tuesday appeared tosigning of an Armenian-Azerbaijani
reaffirm Turkey's renewed linkage peace agreement this year.
between improved relations with Ar- Over the weekend Prime Minis-
menia and a settlement of the Nagorno-ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan reiterated
Karabakh conflict that would satisfy that Turkey will not normalize rela-
Azerbaijan. tions with Armenia before the resolu-

Visiting Prague for talks with tion of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
European Union officials, Babacanagainagain dismissing recent reports to the
gave no indications that Armenia and contrary.
Turkey are about to establish diplo- “Forget about the opening of the
matic relations and reopen their borderporder with Armenia before the settle-
which Ankara had closed in 1993 out ment of the Karabakh problem,”
of solidarity with its Turkic ally. Haberturk.com quoted him as saying

“As of now, we are at a quite during an unofficial visit to Germany.
advanced stage in this process,” he  Erdogan made similar statements

SD Hunchakian Party Calls for Protest Rally
and March on May 1st

YEREVAN -- The municipal au- she said.
thorities in Yerevan have allowed So- Virtually none of the demonstra-
cial Democrat Hunchakian Party, a tions held by the opposition over the
member of opposition Armenian Na- past year was sanctioned by the au-
tional Congress (HAK) alliance, torally thorities. Nonetheless, security forces
supporters on May 1 but banned themrefrained from breaking up those pro-
from marching through the city center tests. The most recent HAK protest
afterwards, it emerged on Monday. held on March 1 followed the same

The SDHP formally notified the pattern.
Yerevan municipality about its next Therally is also expected to mark
major demonstration in accordancethe start of the HAK’s campaign for
with an Armenian law on public gath- the May 31 municipal elections that
erings earlier this month. will determine who will be Yerevan's

A senior municipality official, nextmayor. The HAK s the only oppo-
Irina Grigorian, told RFE/RL that the sition force contesting the polls. Its list
opposition supporters will not be al- of candidates is topped by Ter-

told a news conference after the talks,on three separate occasions earlier thisowed to march after a planned rally Petrosian.

commenting on recent months’ flurry month, pouring cold war on expecta-
of Turkish-Armenian diplomatic con- tions of a breakthrough in Turkish-

outside the Matenadaran institute of The planned opposition march
ancient manuscripts. “The holding of a will likely end on the city’s Northern

tacts. “Also, in the South Caucasus Armenian relations. Recent media re-march would significantly disrupt the Avenue which was scene of daily gath-
there are other problems, like the situ-ports, most of them citing Turkish normal life of the city of Yerevan, erings of smallgroups of Ter-Petrosian

ation that we now see in Abkhazia andgovernment sources, said that the twocause traffic jams and render centralsupporters. The police ended the “po-
South Ossetia or the Nagorno-Karabakhneighboring states could sign a agree-streets impassable,” she said. litical strolls” two weeks ago by seri-
issue between Armenia and Azerbaijan.”ment on the gradual establishment of

“So on the one hand, Turkey is diplomatic relations and reopening of
continuing these talks with Armenia. their border as early as this month.
But on the other hand, Turkey is help- The reports sparked an uproar in
ing the processes to solve issues beAzerbaijan. Its government and lead-
tween other countries as well,” said ing politicians have warned Ankara
Babacan. He added that Turkish offi- that an unconditional deal with Yerevan
cials are in close contact with the U.S., would constitute a betrayal of its clos-
Russian and French mediators spearest Turkic ally locked in the bitter

heading the Karabakh peace processiispute with the Armenians.

Clinton Praises Turkey and Armenia for Talks

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton is praising what|sh
describes as bold reconciliation efforts between Turkey and Armenia.Shie to
US lawmakers that the United States was supporting the Turkish and Armeni
talks.

Armenia and Turkey have said they are close to restoring full relatio
after years of disagreements.They also hope to reopen their shared
closed in 1993.

Turkey wants its talks with Armenia to advance in parallel with neg
tions between Armenia and Azerbaijan over disputed territory controlldd b
Armenia.Clinton said the United States has assured Azerbaijan that it wi
intensify efforts to resolve the dispute.

Dtia

Turkey Recalls Ambassador From Canada
OverArmenian Genocide Vigil

ANKARA/OTTAWA -- Turkey
has recalled its ambassador to Canad
for consultation, said a Turkish For-
eign Ministry source on Wednesday,
after Canada’s prime minister spoke at
a vigil to commemorate the 1915 kill-
ing of Armenians.

Premier Stephen Harper gave
support on Tuesday to the fact that the
1915 killings by Ottoman Turks
amounted to genocide, the source said

"The ambassador has been called
back is currently going through con- dition of anonymity.
sultations over what to do. We don’t The Congress of Canadian Arme-
know how long he will be here,” the nians (CCA), with the support of over 20
source said. major Armenian organizations from

"He was called back due to the across Canada, hosted the event on Apri
position of Prime Minister Harper who 21.Itwas heldinthe Parliament Building
spoke at a commemorative vigil and in Ottawa to commemorate the 5th anni-
whose speech recognized (the eventwyersary of the recognition of the Arme-
of 1915) as genocide,” said the For- nian Genocide by the House of Com-
eign Ministry source, speaking on con- mons. Read the coverage on page 2

Canada Prime Minister Stephen Harper

en@b

N¥f the Armenian Genocide.”
porder

Lyudmila Sargsian, chair person ously restricting access to the boule-
of SDHP, who filed the notification, vard after 6 p.m. Scuffles between
rejected the ban as politically moti- police officers and opposition protest-
vated and said the opposition allianceers trying to enter Northern Avenue
will defy it. “We staged marches even have since been reported on a virtually
when our rallies were also banned,” daily basis.

Governor Schwarzenegger Proclaims Armenian
Genocide Remembrance Week

SACRAMENTO -- On April 16,
2009, the Armenian Council of America
elcomed a proclamation from
alifornia’s Governor Arnold
hwarzenegger declaring April 19-
26, 2009, as “Days of Remembrance
' In part, the proclamation reads
“This week, we honor that commit-
ment as we stand with our Armenian
Gends and neighbors here and acros aliforniaGoverno
€ World. N remembe_rlng and ac- Arnold Schwarzenegger
knowledging the genocide, the fami-
lies it destroyed and the history it issue. For over four decades, Califor-
changed. We do not like to recall suchnia has issued official gubernatorial
sorrows, but we must, so that we canand legislative proclamations. Presi-
learn from history and renew our ef- dent Obama’s home state of Hawaii
forts to make sure nothing like this this month recognized the Armenian
ever happens again.” Genocide, making it the 43 state that
Since being elected Governor of has taken an affirmative position on
California, Arnold Schwarzenegger has recognition.
issued a proclamation every year. “The The full text of the proclamation
Armenian American community ap- is below.
preciates Governor Schwarzenegger EXECUTIVEDEPARTMENT
for his continuous leadership and com- STATE OF CALIFORNIA
mitment on the remembrance and rec- PROCLAMATION
ognition of the Armenian Genocide”, On the night of April 24, 1915,
said Peter Darakjian Armenian Council more than 200 leaders in the Armenian
of America Board Member. In addi- community, in the city known today as
tion to an annual proclamation, Gover- Istanbul, were arrested. Sentto prison,
nor Schwarzenegger was the first inmost were executed, beginning a hor-
the nation to sign a bill four years ago rible, systemic killing and forced relo-
that permanently recognized the “Dayscation of the Armenian people that
bf Remembrance of the Armenian would last until 1923. During these
Genocide”. years, the government of the Ottoman
As home to the largest Armenian Empire claimed the lives of 1.5 million
community in the United States, the Armenians and forced 500,000 more
State of California has been at the
forefront on the Armenian Genocide

Continued on page 8
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Congress of Canadian Armenians
Members of Parliament Honored at Event in Ottawa on Fifth Anniversary of
Recognition of Armenian Genocide

OTTAWA -- On the fifth anni-
versary of the recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide by the House of Com-
mons, the Congress of Canadian Ar-}
menians, with the support of 20 Arme-
nian organizations from across Canada
organized a special event on April 21,
2009 in the Parliament Building in Ot-
tawa to honor the Members of Parlia-
ment who voted in favor of Private
Members' Bill M-380 which read: "That
this house acknowledge the Armenian
Genocide of 1915 and condemn this
act as a crime against humanity.”

Turkey recalled its Ambassador,
Rafet Akgunay, for consultations to
protest against the Congress of Canadleftto right: Pierre Akkelian (Vice-Chairman, Congress of Canadian Armenians),

APRIL 25, 2009

recognized the Great Calamity as a
genocide. We commit ourselves to
reconciliation, however difficult, and
we commit ourselves to a life of peace
in Canada."” Mr. Ignatieffis an interna-
tionally recognized historian with a
doctorate from Harvard University,
and is well informed on the Armenian
Genocide.

Anthony Barsamian, board mem-
ber of the Armenian Assembly of
America, said that following discus-
sions with White House officials they
are hopeful that President Barack
Obama will make a statement on the
Armenian Genocide on April 24.

Sarkis Assadourian was given a

dian Armenians event, the presence ofMichael Ignatieff, Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral, Sarkis Assadourian, Jason Kenney,
high ranking government and parlia- Taro Alepian (Chairman, Congress of Canadian Armenians), Raymond Setlakwe,
mentary officials at the event, and the René Maheu (seated). Photo by Ara Hagopian
continued use of the word "genocide" Earlier in the day, a delegation
by Prime Minister Stephen Harper in vited guests and the media were presentenship, Immigration and from the Congress of Canadian Arme-
his message on the occasion. Thereatthe event, including numerous Mem- Multiculturalism, said in his address: nians had constructive meetings with
was extensive medieoverage of the bers of Parliament, Senators, Ambas-"The government of Canada has en-Michael Ignatieff, Jack Layton, Leader
eventand Turkey's reaction to it, by AFP sadors of countries that have also rec-dorsed and accepted the recognition ofof the New Democratic Party, and Harold
Mondial, Associated Press, Canadianognized the Armenian Genocide, andthe historical reality of the genocide Albrecht, the new Chairman of the
Press, Reuters, United Press, Jerusalerteaders of the Canadian Armeniancom-through Prime Minister Stephen Canada-Armenia Parliamentary Friend-
Post, Hurriyet Daily, CNN Turkey, CBC, munity from across Canada. Harper's courageous statement threeship Group.
CTV, Vancouver Sun, Toronto Star, La Prime Minister Stephen Harper years ago. That continues to be the The event was hosted by the Con-
Presse and many others around the worldsupported the passing of the bill, andposition of Canada. Thank you for gress of Canadian Armenians and its
(The Globe & Mail article can be seenat: on April 19, 2006 he formally reaf- being faithful to your roots, to your participating organizations whichinclude:
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/ firmed his and his party's recognition ancestors, to your ancient faith. Thank AGBU Alex Manoogian School, Arme-
servliliet/ story/ oftheArmenianGenocide.Inhismes-youforbringingandenriching Canada nian Democratic Liberal Party, Arme-
RTGAM.20090422.wturkey22/ sage to those that attended the eventwith the democratic values that your nian Rights Council, Holy Cross Church
BNStory/politics/lhome.) he said: "I am honoured to have this community embodies and respects soof Laval, Nor Serount Cultural Associa-
Bill M-380 was introduced to the opportunity to extend my warmest profoundly. Thank you for enriching tion, S.D. Hunchakian Party, St. Gre-
House of Commons and Moved by greetings to all those attending the our country in so many ways, and let gory the Illuminator Church of Montreal,
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Bloc Que- Congress of Canadian Armenians eventus tonight celebrate and let us thisSociety of Armenians from Istanbul,
becois), and was co-sponsored by Jato mark the 5th anniversary of the week, as well, mourn and always, Tekeyan Cultural Association. It was
son Kenney (Conservative), Sarkis adoption of the resolution by the House always, teach the future generationsheld with the support of the Canadian
Assadourian (Liberal) and Alexa of Commons to recognize the Arme- about the lessons of 1915 so that theyDiocese of the Armenian Holy Apostolic
McDonough (NDP). Framed certificates nian Genocide. Your recognition of the are never repeated.” Church, the Armenian Catholic Church
of appreciation and recognition were members of the House of Commons Michael Ignatieff, Leader of the of Canada, the First Armenian Evan-
presented to each of them. Also honoredvho supported this resolution is a Liberal Party of Canada and Leader of gelical Church, and the following or-
were Shirley Maheu (posthumously) who truly gracious gesture. I would like to the Official Opposition, acknowledged ganizations: AGBU Montreal Chapter,
Moved, and Senator Raymond Setlakwecommend the Congress of Canadianthe presence of his predecessorAGBU Toronto Chapter, Association
who Seconded, a similar motion which Armenians for organizing this event Stephane Dion, then said: "Today we of Armenians from Egypt, Canadian
was passed in the Senate of Canada oand for your ongoing efforts to foster join in the grief of the Armenian com- Armenian Network, Fondation
June 13, 2002. fellowship in the community." munity, we recognize the sorrow that Himnatram Canada, Holy Trinity
A huge crowd of dignitaries, in- Jason Kenney, Minister of Citi- you still carry with you, and we come Church of Toronto, St. Mesrop Church

B ) . together as Canadians no matter oufof Ottawa, St. Vartan Church of
Construction Slump Deepens Armenian Recession .qnvictions or beliefs to say: 'never vancouver.
A sharp decline in construction months.

again'. This room is the refutation, The Congress of Canadian Arme-
dragged Armenia deeper into recession Industry for the first time contrib- (r):nii\rind'v\tﬁgarlgn(q)gggleertsstlhngazlr?:es- nians cpntmues to' build solid r'e!anon—
last month and caused its first-quarteruted less to the economy than construc- ’ ships with Canada'’s elected officials for
Gross Domestic Product to shrink by tion in 2008. That fact reflected a con-

nians?' Your presence, your survival, the benefit of the community and of

6.1 percent, according to official statis- struction boom that has been a majormum.ph' strength, the Republic of Ar- Armenian interests. It also seeks to co-
tics released on Monday. driving force behind Armenia’s robust menia are q'deflnltlve refutation of the operate an'd vvprk V_V'th all other Arme-

The Armenian economy contracted economic growth in recent years. The\é'.Clous nlhlhsm of that now deFarted hian organizations in Canada that share
by 3.7 percent year on year during theconstruction sector stopped growing Ictator. Five years ago our Parliamentthe same goals.
first two months of this year amid a and began contracting last fall.
deepening fallout from the global finan- The downturnis particularly visible
cial and economic crisis. The latest mac-in Yerevan where work at many of the
roeconomic data from the National Sta- dozens of construction sites has ground
tistical Service show that the decline to a halt. The risk-averse Armenian banks
accelerated in March primarily becauseare reportedly reluctant to make new
of an almost 22 percent drop in the loans to construction companies.
volume of construction work carried In an effort to boost the sector, the
out in the country in the first quarter of Armenian governmentapproved on April
the year. It was down by only 1.5 9 20 billion drams ($54 million) in loan
percent in January-February 2009. guarantees for local construction firms

Also contracting were all other lacking funds to complete their projects.
sectors the economy except retail trade The authorities also hope to stimulate the
In particular, industrial output fellby 9.5 local housing market with a new mort-
percent, generating about 29 percent ofgage lending fund set up by the Arme-
first-quarter GDP worth 465.5 billion nian Central Bank this month. The Bank
drams ($1.4 billion). With construction has contributed 5 billion drams to the
and agricultural activities traditionally fund and says external loans and funding
gaining momentum after winter, that will raise its authorized capital to 30
proportion willdecrease in the following billion drams by the end of the year.

round of applause for having worked
so hard as a Member of Parliament to
ensure that the bill was passed.
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Will Obama Say “Genocide” U.S. Envoy Sees More Progress in Karabakh Talks
Another anniversary of the Ar- are evident to start to bring counter- w
menian Genocide of 1915 is approach-claims. Let us call it — they began to
ing: the Armenian community is fo- stake. .
cused on the question: will the U.S. It could be expected that Turkey -"’
president Barack Obama announce thewill have to face the most difficult _ - Myl
term “genocide” in his speech. This problems. Remind that on the agendg
fact is attributed a fateful meaning. of Obama’s meetings with the Turkish
Why the political thought in Armenia leadership, among others, there havg
and the Armenian nation are stuck onbeen included questions of military-
this, there seems to be no need tostrategic partnership, perspectives for
explain: the Armenians have long beenthe normalization of the relations be-
used to evaluating the political world tween Turkey and Armenia, solution
through the prism of its relationship to to the Cyprus problem, joint struggle
their national tragedy. against the separatist Kurdistan Work-
However, itisundeniable thatthe ers’ Party, and Ankara’s integration
U.S. attitude to the issue of the Arme- into the EU. Proposals for cooperation
nian Genocide of 1915 gained abroaderin such crucial areas for Turkey’s
geopolitical sense. Against the back- political problems could not but push A top U.S. negotiator spoke of a “Now | feel that we are moving
drop of the United States proposalsthe questions of «ethno-political» char- “new phase” in the Nagorno-Karabakh to a new phase with a deeper, more
made in Turkey during President acter to the second ground. Only now,peace process after he and fellowdetailed discussion of the remaining
Obama’s visit on 6-7 April in that Turkey realizes the strategic meaningmediators from France and Russia heldelements of the basic principles that
country, expected assessment of Aprilof its plan on the normalization of the talks with Armenian leaders in Yerevan need to be resolved,” the group’s U.S.
24, of the U.S. President, may, of Armenian and Turkish relations with- on Wednesday. co-chair, Matthew Bryza, told RFE/
course, make visible the U.S. assessout the involvement of the Turkish- The three co-chairs of the RL after follow-up talks on Wednes-
ment to Turkish first reactions to the Azerbaijanirelations from the «Turkic OSCE’s Minsk Group met President day with Nalbandian on Wednesday.
proposals on the Armenian-Turkish brotherhood» mythology. Serzh Sarkisian and Foreign Minister “At the end of the day, what we have
relations. Itis not easy to note immediately at the start of a new round of regionalto have is a mutual agreement on a
Remind, that the U.S. President the advantages of the new geopoliticalshuttle diplomacy aimed at speedingsettlement based on the [OSCE’s] three
urged Turkey to focus on the expedi- division based on the strategic level of up an Armenian-Azerbaijaniframework core Helsinki Final Act principles of
tious establishment of normalrelations the Armenian and Turkish relations agreement on Karabakh. They are dueaerritorial integrity, self-determination
with Armenia, leaving the solution of and on the concentration in the sphereto proceed to Stepanakert and Bakuand non-use of force.”
historical problems between the two of the Turkish integration into Europe. |ater this week. “| hope that we can sustain this
peoples to dialogue with Armenia. All Turkey does not give up cherishing As always, official Armenian progress here and then in Baku and
the west communities propose to Tur-hopes of representing a key role in thesources gave few details of the confi- Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh in the next
key not to make the conflict of easterlydirection. However, now many dential talks. A short statement issuedcouple of days,” said Bryza. “There is
Nagorno-Karabakh an obstacle for thepeople are in Turkey to notice that its by the Armenian Foreign Ministry late quite a bit of momentum, and we need
normalization of its relations with Ar-  desires do notfitinto the general courseTuesday said only that they focused onto capitalize on it while we can.” He
menia. of world events. The U.S. interests in ways of narrowing the conflicting par- confirmed that Sarkisian and
However, as it can be seen, onlran and Central Asia changed a little ties’ differences over the basic prin- Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliev plan
these days, the Turkish leadership hagheir attitude towards Turkey factor. ciples of a Karabakh settlement putto meet on May 7 the sidelines of a
begun to show sentimentalism and hasThe advantage in this area is given toforward by the mediators. European Union summit in Prague.
focused its attention on a ballyhoo other players - Russia and Iran.
created by Azerbaijan around the idea The first results of Turkey’s dis-
of «Turkic brotherhood». The Turk- cernmentbecame itsjoint protests witr Phgppligh p
ish leaders stated that they could opemAzerbaijan. Joint attempts are made tc
the Armenian and Turkish l:})/orderwit?l- change the course of the internationa tpEU muuusbhugh Er"'lrlnprl'u'uu]-' Lll,l.;"‘dl_f.l"l,l.hl}
out a parallel solution to the Karabakh processes in such a direction in whic [ TR T T ¥ W TTT TN T ) ST ] Ty e Ty E T e T
problem (at least - the withdrawal of the Turkish and Azeriintegration would
Armenian troops from some areashave gained at least some sense in tf
around Nagorno Karabakh). new U.S. strategy. Difficulties are en-
How much does this attitude of countered due to the fact that Russia il
Turkey fit into the overall logic of the this question can not be an ally - the
new global processes and, specifi-U.S. proposals also benefit Russia
cally, the logic of the Turkish and However, Turkey can be expected tc HIGH scHnul
American relations in the understand-try to do everything to change the
ing of U.S. President Barack Obama?attitude towards its problems. At least, (WASC ACCREDITED HIGH SCHOOL)
And, how much Turkey is behaving Turkey istryingtoreassure Azerbaijan.

a_ldequately to the needs'of the present _To say tha_1t the world powers New St“dent Enrnllment

times? Does this behavior of Turkey monitor the actions of Turkey with

affect the attitude of the leadership of indifference would be wrong. The pro- G d .
United States to the question of geno-posals made by the countries of the 1'3 est 9"'1-2
cide? region are too fatal to give them up to
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notyet completely understood by many recovery is the question on the Arme- * Comprehensive Armenian Curriculum
countries. At the present time, we cannian Genocide of 1915. There can be
say that a process of «adaptation» tono doubt that it will remain in the
the new political realities started. In arsenal of U.S. policy in relation to
particular, it is evident that the main Turkey. It is not important whether it
problems arose from the relationship will be announced by President of the
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and Azerbaijan. It is Israel and educational speech on April 24. More :
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The Myth of Tallat Pasha's Black Book Documents

By Sarkis Y. Karayan, M. D.

During the last three weeks or so, later raises serious questions about its 1985. pp. 170-188.
most Armenian  newspapers, both inauthenticity and accuracy. Historians ERVILSRUEN BREFINIE BN &8 | 5. Kamuran Gurin, aformer Turk-
Armenian and in English, published an rightfully ask the question “Where were ish diplomat who passed away in 1984.
article thatappearedin New York Times, these memoirs between 1921-1946. His book is an elaborate attempt to deny
on March 9, 2009. How reliable are they? | have notcome any Turkish plan of extermination of the

The article is written by Sabrina across a critical review of the book by Armenians. According to Gurun, “...
Tavernise, Istanbul Bureau Chief of the a respected historian either in Turkish wartime losses are entirely attributed to
New York Times, entitled “Nearly a or a foreign language. We only know the poor management of the “relocation”
Million Genocide Victims Covered in a that the book was translated into Ger- scheme of Kurdish excesses and Arme-
Cloak of Amnesia.” Itis aninformative man, and for security reasons was nian provocations throughinsurgency..:”
article about Murat Bardakci's publica- written in cipher. The Armenian File: The Myth of Inno-
tion of Talaat Pasha’s Black Book docu- Prof. Vahakn Dadrian has this to cence exposed.” New York, 1985, pp.
mentation, a 77 pages handwritten book-say about the Talaat’s first book of 95-96. (The book was printed in 1985,
let, titled “Talaat Pasa’'nin Evrak-l memoirs. “Talaat Pasanin Hatiralari: after he died in 1984).
Matrukesi” translated as “The Remain- “A fragment of the memoirs Talaat
ing Documents ofralaat Pasha”. reportedly prepared while living in Ber-

According to the New York lin as a fugitive of justice, edited by
Times article “This is a new collection others. Essentially, it is an effort of The following table presents the
of previously unpublished documents self-justification and shifting of blame L . Armenian population figures for Arme-
from the archives of Talaat Pasha, wasto others for the disastrous war andernment figures reported by Refet, in nians in 1914 reported by Turkish au-

Armenian Population Figures
Given by Various Turkish Wriers

recently published by Murat Bardakci. the excesses committed in the coursel919. thors mentioned above. Please note the
It has become something of a surpriseof it, including the Armenian massa- 1. Talaat’s figures.Talaat was closeness of the numbers proving one
bestseller in Turkey, selling out three cres.” (Vahakn N.Dadrian, The His- Minister of Interior and main architect more time that they all used the same
printings in the first two weeks after tory ofthe Armenian Genocide: Ethnic of the genocide. source, namely Refat’s official govern-
its release” Conflict from the Balkans to Anatolia 2. Refet was the Director of Civil ment figures reported in 1919. (See
The article continues ... for Tur- to the Caucasus; Third Revised edi-Registration in Istanbul below table).
key, the number should have been ation, p.444. Bergahn Books, 3. Esat Uras also known as Ahmet
bombshell. According to along hidden Providence,Oxford, USA)
document that belonged to the interior There are serious questions about VILAYET Refat Talaat Uras Gurun Karpa
minister of the Ottoman Empire, the source and validity of Talaat’s [Adana 58,027 51,723 50,139 57,686 50,139
972,000 Ottoman Armenians disap- memoirs. A copy of the Bardakci’'s [Ankara 106,149 44,661 44,507 53,957 44,502
peared from Official Population records publication has not yet been available[Aydyn 19,395 19,710 19,395 20,766 19,395
from 1915 through 1916.” to me. Only the population figures for |Aleppo 106,289 37,031 35,104 49,486 35,104
Here | should make it clear that Armenians in Turkey in 1914 has been|Afyon Karahysar 20,448 7,498 7,437 7,448 8,488
the word statement "disappeared" Ar- seen by me in newspapers. The popuiBytlys 119,132 114,704 114,704 119,132 114,704
menians is a euphemism for Arme- lation figures that | have seen are not|Beyrut 1,188 1,224 1,118 5,288 5,295
nians massacred, thrown into the Blacknew, but at least 80 years old. So therg Bursa 96,698 59,038 58,921 61,911 58,921
Sea north of Trabizond, died of starva-is nothing to hail or congratulate [Bolu 2,961 3,022 2,961 e 2,961
tion, or of gastro-intestinal or other Bardakci for publication of these fig- |Eskyshehyr e 8,620 8,276 8,807 8,376
infectious diseases in the Syrian-Iraqi ures. If his book is new to the Turks, |Karesy i 8,663 8,544 8,704 8,544
Deserts. Turks who read it should be happy that| Kutahya bl 4,023 3,190 4,548 3,91p
they should not be fried any more in the| Kaysery 48,669 47,974 48,659 52,192 48659
“Talaat Pasa’nin Evrak-I ignorance of their national history. Marash 27,842 27,306 28,842 38,433 27{842
Matrukesi” Kastamonu 8,959 9,052 8,959 8,959 8,959
“The Remaining Documents Where did Talaat's Armenian Erzurum 136,618 125,657 125,657 136,618 125/657
of Talaat Pasha” population figures come from? Dyyarbekyr 73,226 56,166 55,890 73,226 551890
Murat Bardakci, is a Turkish au- In this section | will describe how [Syvas 151,674 141,000 143,406 151,674 143|406
thor, who writes often in the Turkish the population numbers of Armenians|Trabzon 68,813 37,549 37,549 40,237 371549
daily Hurriyet and who compiled the were derived and reported in Talaat's|Konya 19,560 13,078 12,971 13,225 12,971
book under discussion. Bardakci saysmemoirs, mentioned above. Mamuretylazyz ~ 87,864 70,060 76,070 87,864 76,0470
that Talat Pasha’s widow Hayriye, According to a Turkish official, [Van 67,792 67,792 67,792 67,702 67,792
gave Talaat Pasha’s archives to himRefet who was the Director of Civil [Urfa e 15,161 15,161 18,370 15,141
before she died 1983. This part of theRegistration in Istanbul, the population |1zmyt 57,789 56,115 55,403 57,789 55,403
archives contains list of population figures for 1914 were based on the|Nygde i 4,939 4,890 5,705 4,89p
figures of Armenians in Turkey in census of 1905, and thereafter theyjlcel e 350 ok 341 341
1915, namely before the Genocide.were brought up-to-date by the annual| Syrya i [ [ 2,533 413
According to the document, before registers of births and deaths until 1914.|Zor 63 67
1915, 1,256,000 Armenians lived in (Data from a mimeographed copy of |Istanbul 80,000 72,962
the Ottoman Empire. Two years later, British Public Record Office, Foreign
in 1917, this number plunged to Office, 341/4229 of Great Britain, printed | TOTAL 1,294,851 1,256,000 1,294,851 1,294,851 1,294,851
284,157. These figures apparentlyin 1919 in Istanbul on April 14, 1919 by
reveal that 972,000 Armenians disap-Refet, Director of Civil Registration). Esat, a Turkish historian. Uras was a The Armenian population figures
peared during the main part of the Document is in French. former Turkish secret agent. His book, reported by the Turkish authors men-
Genocide by the Turks. This can not All subsequent Armenian popula- “Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni Meselesi”, tioned above are about one million and

be new news to Turks in or outside tion figures; including the so-called Ankara, 1950, pp.143-144. is a major three hundred thousand. This number
Turkey. Bardakci may make a few Talaat's figures and reported by various enterprise to trace the evolution of the has been challenged by Armenian au-
dollars from the sale of this book, or Turkish authorsare based on Refet's Armenian Question to its historical thors. In the following section | will

some none Turkish historians writing figures, which as we just mentioned origins, to minimize the responsibility presentthe argument that the Armenians
sensational comments about it makeabove, are only approximations basedof Abdul Hamit’s regime in the out- were much more that the figures pre-

scholastic pseudo-fame.. on the census of 1905. break of the massacres of that periodsented by the above mentioned Turkish
In order to prove my above state- and altogether blame the Armenianwriters. | will also support my argument
“Talaat Pasanin ment, please refer to the table belowrevolutionaries for the misfortunes fall- by providing information about Arme-
Hatiralari"(Talaat's Memoirs) which presents the Armenian popula-ing onthe Armenian population during nian population figures.
Author: Enver Bolayir Pub- tion figures given by different Turkish the reign of Abdul Hamit and later In 1972, the Armenian Review
lished: 1946 authors. Please see how close theduring World War I.” Esat Uras’s his- published the results of my extensive
It is important to note that figures are, even though they weretory of Armenians has been describedstudy on the Armenian population fig-
Bardakji’s recent publication was pre- reported by different authors. as a “pseuduaistory” by a professional ures demonstrating clearly that there
ceded by abook called “Talaat Pasanin Here is a brief profile of the English historian. were at least two and a half million
Hatiralari” (Talaat's Memoirs) pub- authors who have reported Armenian 4. Kemal Karpat, a sociologist but Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire

lished in 1946, by the Turkish editor population figures, which as | men- a poor statistician has reported Arme-pefore the Genocide of 1915. See “An
Enver Bolayir. The fact that Talaat’s tioned above, are derived from the nian population figures in his book “Ot-
memoirs were published about 25 yearssame source: the official Ottoman gov- toman Population 1830-1914". USA Continued on page 4
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Inquiry into the Statistics of the Turkish
Genocide of the Armenians 1915-1918,
Winter 1972, Vol. XXV, No.4-100. pp,3-
44"

| came to this conclusion by doing
a retroactive census of all Armenians
livingin 4,060 localities, including cities,
towns and villages where Armenians
lived in 1914. The results of my research
indicate clearly that “Turkish official
sources on the number of Armenians,
except for the census of 1844, are totally
inaccurate.”

The results of my study are sup-
ported by Krikor Zohrab who used taxa-
tion figures as given by the Ottoman
government, and came to a similar con-
clusion as mine, that is, Armenians were 3. Cevdet Kucuk, is athird Turkish
far more in number than reported by theauthor to confirm that the Ottoman Gov-
Sultan’s government. (Marcel Leart, La ernment deliberately reduced the num-
Question Armenienne a la Lumiere Desber of Armenians. He writes that the
Documents,) Paris 1913 pp.60-63) Sultan allegedly stated that the total Ar-
[Zohrab wrote in French, using the pen menian population never exceeded
name M. Leart] 459,000.

(See The Armenian Population in

Justin McCarthy’s ignorance about  Anatolia in the Nineteenth Century,
Armenian Demography translated from Turkish by H.Umune, in
The findings of my study about The Eastern Question, Imperialism and

actual number of Armenians. Pasha” does not give anything new, as
2.Van Vilayet. far as Armenian population figures in

As seen in the table above, the Turkey in 1914. It is a repetition of
Ottoman figure for the Armenian popu- population figures, manipulated and or-
lation of Van in 1914 are about all the dered by Sultan Hamid, as mentioned
same, as reported by various authors. above.

Kemal Karpat, op.cit. p 182, gives As far as the percentages of Arme-
67,792 Armenians; Talaat’'s figure is nianpopulationthatdisappeared, as given
67,672 Official Ottoman figure is again in this book, it does not add anything
the same 67,672: new to the number of Armenians lost

Esat Uras’s figure is again the during the Genocide.
same 67,672,: K.Gurun’s is almost the The total number of Armenians
same 67,702 persons. There is no doubkilled from 1914-1923 by the Ottoman
that the figures have the same sourcegovernment by various methods men-
namely the official Ottoman figures for tioned above adds up to 1,750,000 per-
1914, as published by Refet, the directorsons. out of 2.500,00 persons. (72% of
of Civil Registration in Istanbul, men- the population killed by genocide)
tioned above. It is often said or written that the

The correct figure for population Ottoman Government committed the
of Armeniansin Van Vilayetin 1914 was first Genocide in the 20century. The
119,093. Thus the official Ottoman fig- statement should be modified and cor-
ure is 51,301 persons or 45 % less tharrected as follows : “Although many
the more accurate and realistic Arme-races in history have disappeared be-
nian figures based on my research. cause of malnutrition, epidemics or be-

| presented my research paper,ing exposed to diseases for the first time,
“Demography of Van Province” at religiousand racialintolerance, the Turk-
UCLA, during the 1997 conference on ish genocide is the first in all human
the Historic Cities and Provinces Series, history, that a government sits down and
organized by Professor Richard decides to eliminated a nation —the
Hovannisian. This presentation later on, Armenians.No other nation in history

the total number of Armenians being two the Armenian Community, (Ankara, In- in the year 2000, was included in the has decided to get rid of another nation
and a half million in the Ottoman Empire stitute for the Study of Turkish Culture, proceedings of the conference entitledprior to 20" century.
in 1914, have been criticized by 1987, p.79.) “ARMENIAN VAN/VASPURAGAN, Talaat's telegraphs enumerating the
McCarthy, in his book Muslims and edited by Professor Hovannisian. number of Armenians displaced or mas-
Minorities New York1983, page 81. Conclusion: This study proves , undoubtedly sacred during 1915-1917, in various
McCarthy must not have had the The arguments made above andthat the population figures for Arme- vilayets or sanjaks of Turkey can be
opportunity to consult the 75,000 pagesthe accompanying evidence support thenians as given by the Ottoman govern-found in the book “ Armenians in Otto-
of Armenian documentation about Ar- conclusion that the total number of Ar- ment was at least 45 % less than theman Documents, 1915-1920" published
menians living in Turkey in 1914, as menians in 1914, as given by Turkish actual figures. Thus the total of Arme- by Turkish Republic, Prime Ministry,
recorded in the Histories of Armenian writers cited above, including the most nians in the Ottoman Empire was not General Directorate of State Archives,

Communities in Turkey. He does not recent figures revealed in Talaat’s Black
know Armenian to do this task. (Inter- Book are actually at least fifty percent
ested readers may consult my article(50%) less than the actual number of
“Histories of Armenian Communities in  Armenians, because of manipulation of

Turkey” The Armenian Review,1980, the total census figures on the order of

pp89-96. or the Armenian Observer, Sultan Abdul Hamid and other census
March 20, 2002.) officials.
Let me give two examples of ac-
tual figures about Aintab and Van Vilayet.
1. Aintab (Gaziantep)

Official Ottoman Population
Figures for Armenians Were
Manipulated, thus not Reliable! a. Kemal Karpat, opus cited, page
Three Turkish writers’ Views 176, gives the total figure for the city of
My affirmation that the Ottoman Aintab as 19,494 Armenians. The fact
Governmentdeliberately reducedthetotalthat this number is incorrect is sup-
population number of Armenians after ported by Armenian and modern Turk-
1878, right after the Berlin conference, ish sources. Thus, the actual number o
has been confirmed by three reliable Armenians was around 30,000. (S.
Turkish sources: Karayan, Armenian Review, page 28.
1. Husein Kadri states that there Also, my second article titled “On the

was deliberate dishonesty in compiling Number of Armeniansin Aintabin 1914”

official Armenian population figures. To “Armenian History of Aintab,” vol.3, ed.
guote him,”During the rein of Abdul YervantBabayan, Los Angeles, Califor-

Hamid Il, we lowered the population nia, 1995, pp.11-19”

figures of the Armenians. By the order of Modern Turkish sources support
Abdul Hamid, the number of Armenians my findings that there were 30,000 Ar-
deliberately had been putin low figures” menians in 1914, in Aintab, The most
Husein Kazim Kadri, Balkanlardan recent book about Aintab, by Ughurol
Hijaza; Imperatorlugun Tasfiyesi.10 Barlas, a Turkish writer, states that the

Temmuz Inkilabi ve Netayici (From total population of Aintab in 1914 was ,#
Balkans to Hejaz: The Liquidation ofthe 82,538 persons, of which 51,369 were &
July10/23 Turks, 30,076 were Armenians, 817 &

Empire. The

Revolution:Istanbul, Pinar 1992, pp.126- were Jews. Ughurol Barlas”"Gaziantep

133. Tip Facultesi Tarihi ve Azinlik
2. Alaeddin Cetin and Ramazan Okullari[History of the Medical School

Yildiz in their book Sultan Il Abdul of Gaziantep and the schools of Minori-

Hamid Han, Devlet ve Memleket ties) 1971, p.13.Barlas

Geruslerim, state clearly that in 1895,

figure for the total number of Armenians Davalari(1968)" p.39 gives the number
in the Ottoman Empire, as being exag-of Armenians of Aintab in 1914 as
gerated. (Sultan Il Abdul Hamid Han, 30,000. Thus we see that the informa-
Devletve Memleket Geruslerim, Istanbul tion given as official population figure
1976, page 158) for Armenians was 40-50% less than

b. A second Turkish writer, Hulusi ——
Sultan Abdul Hamid rejected the 900,000 Yetkin, in his “Gazianteb Tarihi ve

anywhere near 1,250,00 Armenians, butAnkara, 1955.

at least 2,300,000 persons. | have reviewed this book in the
Talaat’'s so called Black book Armenian Observer, July 29, 1998: in

“The Remaining Documents of Talaat Nor Gyank, Aug.6, and 13, 1998.
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Photos Depicting the Armenian Genocide

The Armenian Genocide docu- depicted in all four photos besides thething in a pan. In this photo the girl eration the fact that they are dressed,
mented with hundreds of photos thatgirl. He is in the middle of the first with head scarf isn’t able to move and we can suppose that they are a new

clearly represent human tragedy, dep-photo.
rivation, humiliation and the raw

struggle for life. This photo series is second and forth photos are obviously

is exhausting the last minutes of hergroup of Armenian deportees. A little
The backgrounds of the first, remaininglife.

boy with fez is lying behind the boy
In the forth photo (bottom right) carrying the stretcher. Perhaps he is

also a stern argument against Turkishthe same, which allows us to state thatthe girl with head scarf is lying in the already dead. A boy in a shirt is sitting

denial.

the photos were taken at the samestretcher. She must already be deadat the window in the last photo is the

These four photos depicted in place- in the yard of a house. The plantThe young girl and the boy carrying only one survived from the group of
several editions, stand out in the se-has seen in the second and forth phothe stretcher appear in these photosﬂ_eported Armenians depicted in the
ries. Research conducted at the AGMItos looks like a palm, therefore we for the first time. Taking into consid- first photo.

uncovered how these photos weresuppose these photos were taken in

taken by the same photographer, in theMesopotamia, modern day Irag.
same place. They represent the last Six completely exhausted and half
agonizing stages of Armenian deporteesnaked people are depicted in the first
exiled in 1915. The originals of the photo (top left). The same six people
photos are kept in the repository of theare depicted in the second (top right)
order of Mkhitarian monks on St. and third photos (bottom left). Two
Lazarus Island in Venice, Italy and women, the eldest of group, are sitting
were first published in a volume against the wall in the background.
“Chemin dela Croix. Quelque tableaux One of them dons a head scarf but thqg
de dernier episode du grand drame”other is half-naked. Two of the chil-
prepared for the Paris Peace Conferdren are sitting next to the woman with
encein 1919. They appeared in Venicehead scarf, while the other two are in
after being confiscated from Turkish front of the half-naked woman.
prisoners of war by an English officer A man appears in the second
in Aleppo, Syria and were taken to photo. He is most probably a Turkish
Egypt. From Egypt, they were brought official, taunting the starving Arme-
to Mkhitarian order. nian children with bread. Very evi-
Six persons are depicted in thesedently, the most exhausted person is
photos, four of them are children. The the girl with head scarf, who from her
girl with head scarf stands out, as sheprone position is raising her hand to the
is presented at all four photos. The bread.
story of her life and death is fixed in In the third photo, refugees sit-
these photos. The little boy is also ting against a wall are cooking some-
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Congressman Ed Royce Calls for Passage of

Genocide Resolution
President Obama Should Make Good on His Promise

WASHINGTON D.C. -- At the Congressional Caucus on Armen
Issues' Armenian Genocide Observance, Rep. Ed Royce (R-CA) issu
following statement:

"It is far past time when the United States Congress should go on record
officially recognizing the Armenian Genocide. As a State Senator, witl the
help of Governor George Deukmejian, | authored the first resolution recogniz-
ing the Armenian genocide, which passed the California Legislaturel In
Congress, George Radanovich, Jim Rogan and myself, along with bipdrtisan
support, were able to successfully pass the first Armenian Genocide Rgsolu-
tion through the foreign affairs committee. Later, Adam Schiff, with|the
support of myself and others, was able to do the same.

But, regardless of whether the President was Bill Clinton or George Bush,
the impact of the Government of Turkey's protests has had the same Effect.
The Genocide Resolution, which we have passed through the Foreign Affairs
Committee, has consistently been checkmated by the Government of Tlrkey.
Last Congress, Speaker Pelosi stopped the resolution.

And as this anniversary comes, we eagerly await President Obpma's
speech. As a Senator he had a strong record on the subject, and while
campaigning, he promised to recognize the genocide. While in Tufkey,
President Obama passed the buck, saying that "this is really about hgw the
Turkish and Armenian people deal with the past.” He botched it, espefially
considering he had the world's ear. April 24th will offer another peifect
opportunity. President Obama has a redo on Friday to make good ¢n his
promise.

To the critics who say that we should not dwell on history, | say it's npuch
harder to get tomorrow right if we get yesterday wrong. The world's strength
to oppose killing today is made greater by accountability, for actions prgsent,
but also past. It's weakened by denial of accountability of past acts.| Not
recognizing the Armenian genocide, as such, does just that."
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Online Exhibition
Adana Massacres 1909: Unknown Scenes of the Tragedy

The Adana Massacre was the nians organized a successful defensetional government, the specter of massArmenians was equal to 20 million
second series of large-scale massaHadjin (Hajen in Armenian) in the violence was reintroduced as a mecha-Turkish Liras. 24 churches, 16
cres of Armenians to break out in the Cilician Mountains withstood a siege, nism of state power. schools, 232 houses, 30 hotels, 2 plants,
Ottoman Empire. The atrocities com- while the 10,000 Armenians of Dortyol Two commissions were set up 1429 cottages, 253 farms, 523 shops,
mitted in the province of Adanain April (Chorkmarzban in Armenian) held off after the massacres. One of them wa$3 mills and many other public build-
19009 coincided with the counter-revo- 7,000 Turks who had surrounded theirformed by the Ottoman Parliament ings were burnt.
lution staged by supporters of Sultantown and cut off its water supply. (members of the commission were The Young Turks launched for-
Abdul Hamid (Abdul-Hamid) 11 (1876- The intensity of the carnage Hayk Papikyan, Harutyun Mostichyan, mal investigation trying to evade the
1909) who had been forced to restoreprompted the government to open anYusuf Kemal, Fayid Bey), the second responsibility for the massacres. How-
the Ottoman Constitution as a result of investigation, but the failure to pros- was formed by the Armenian Patriarch ever the organizers and the figures

g -

Ruined houses in Armenian district of Adana Armenian survivors of the Adana massacres
the 1908 Young Turk Revolution led ecute dashed Armenian expectationsof Constantinople. The commissions responsible for the massacres remained
by the Committee of Union and of liberal reforms by the new regime. investigated the causes and conseunpunished.

Progress (CUP). A prosperous region The reactionary elements of the Otto-quences of massacres and submitted The original photos included in
on the Mediterranean coast encom-man Empire were suspected of insti-the official reports. In those reports the on line exhibition are from the
passing the old principality of Cilicia, gating the massacres to discredit thethe Governor Jevad Bey, the Com-recently found collection comprising
once an independent Armenian stateCUP, but the Young Turks were also mander Mustafa Remzi Pasha and themore than 70 mostly unpublished pic-
between the eleventh and fourteenthimplicated. The Adana Massacre ex-local authorities thatimplemented their tures taken in April and May of 1909 in
centuries, the province of Adana had posed the twin composition of the orders at the local levels, were men-Adana and it's contiguous districts.

been spared the 1890s massacres. Th¥oung Turk Movement, which con- tioned as responsible for massacres. Adapted from:

disturbances were most severe in thesisted of bothiberal and radical nation- The investigations revealed that more ‘Adana Massacre’
city of Adana where a reported 4,437 alist elements. It also demonstrated thethan 30.000 Armenians fell victim to by Rouben Paul Adalian
Armenian dwellings were torched, re- convergent interests of the nationalistsmassacres. The total damage of the ‘Encyclopedia of genocide’
sulting in the razing of nearly half the with the reactionary and conservative

town and prompting some to describe elements of Ottoman state in their poli- Supervisor Michael Antonovich Recognizes

the resulting inferno as a “holocaust.” cies toward a progressive-minded mi- ) ]
The outbreaks spread throughout thenority. For the Young Turks, the Adana "Day of Remembrance for the Armenian Genocide|
district and an estimated 30,000 Arme- Massacre proved a rehearsal for gauging
nians were reported killed. While at- the depth of Turkish animosity in the
tempts at resistance in Adana provedOttoman Empire toward Christian mi-

futile, and Armenians in smaller outly- norities and for testing their skills in

ing villages were brutally slaughtered, marshaling those forces for political ends.
two towns inhabited mostly by Arme- Despite the restoration of a constitu-

Online Exhibit:

LOS ANGLES COUNTY -- Atthe Board of Supervisors meeting on April
21, 2009, Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich presegnted
a scroll to members of the Armenian community in recognition of the pagsage
of his motion proclaiming April 24, 2009 as “Day of Remembrance for| the
Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923” throughout Los Angeles County.
“Los Angeles County is home to the largest population of Armenians in
the United States, and they have enriched our County through their leadership
in the fields of business, agriculture, academia, medicine, government and the
arts,” said Antonovich.
On April 24, 1915, the Turkish government began the systematic
extermination of the Armenian community. Religious, political and intelleqtual
Armenian leaders were among the 1.5 million victims who were arrestefl and
murdered.
“Due to this horrible tragedy, the Armenian community is committed to
ensuring that those who have died due to human rights atrocities are|never
forgotten,” said Antonovich. “By consistently remembering and opgnly
condemning the atrocities committed against the Armenians, Los Angeles
County demonstrates its sensitivity to the need for constant vigilange to
www.genocide-museum.am/eng/online_exhibition_7.php | prevent similar events in the future.”
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Impact of World War |l on Armenian-American
Identity to be Discussed in NAASR Lecture US Audiences

Gregory Aftandilian, author and ethnic Americansin generaltothe Arme- WASHINGTON, DC -- The pro-
consultant on Middle East affairs, will nian-American second generation expe-fusion of young musical talent from
give a lecture entitled “The Impact of rience in particular. Armenia has become increasingly evi-
World War Il on Second-Generation By and large, the Armenian-Ameri- dentin the United States as it did once|
Armenian-American Identity,”on Thurs- cans who served in the military during again on Sunday, March 29 in a con-
day, May 14, at 8:00 p.m., atthe National World War Il were the sons and daugh- cert offered under the auspices of St.
Association for Armenian Studies and ters of genocide-survivor immigrants, Mary Armenian Apostolic church of
Research (NAASR) Center, 395 Con- and grew up in tight-knit ethnic enclaves Washington, DC.
cord Ave., Belmont, MA. in the cities of the East Coast or Midwest Hayrapet Arakelyan, performing

Aftandilian, a member of the or on farms or in “Armenian Town” in on the alto saxophone, electrified the
NAASR Board of Directors since 2004, Fresno. Their parents were mostly audience with a program of classical
has previously worked at the National laborers or farmers, eking out a meagemmusic that brought young and old to
Democratic Institute for International living to the best of their abilities given their feet and filled the beautiful sanc-
Affairs, the Senate Foreign Relations the language barriers and social dis-tuary of St. Elizabeth R. C. Church of
Committee, and the U.S. Department of crimination they faced, and tried to instill Rockville, MD with enthusiastic ap-
State. A recognized expert on Middle a sense of ethnic solidarity and pride inplause and shouts of Bravo after ever
East affairs, he is the author of two their children. Outside of their neighbor- number on the hour-long program...
books: Egypt’s Bid for Arab Leadership: hoods, many encountered an unfriendly Accompanied by Lolita
Implications for U.S. Policy and Arme- world where they were demeaned asPoghosyan, herself an accomplished
nia: Vision of a Republic: The Indepen- “foreigners.” pianist and, incidentally, the soloist’'s
dence Lobby in America, 1918-1927. For many of these second-genera-mother, seventeen year old Hayrapetyayrapet Arakelyan
He holds degrees from Dartmouth Col- tion Armenian-Americans, the war was performed a program of music which
lege, the University of Chicago, and the a defining life experience that not only featured familiar works by George Roberto Molinelli for orchestra and,
London School of Economics. enhanced their American identity but Bizet, Darius Milhaud and George remarkably, for three saxophones—

A Defining Era also their Armenian identity, as the con- Gershwin and lesser-known compos-soprano, alto and tenor. It was vir-

Sociologists and historians have flict made them more conscious of their ers. Music written for the alto saxo- tuoso performance which held the
long considered World War Il a water- parents’ suffering as genocide survivorsphone is exceedingly rare and saxo-Carnegie Hall audience in thrall.
shed period for millions of ethnic Ameri- and brought these soldiers into contactphonists must rely on transcriptions of Soon after the Washington debut
cans. A 1970s study stated that “Thewith the worldwide Armenian diaspora. works for other instruments. Three of he was recruited to study in the Co-
war afforded a way of openly affirming Admission to the event is free these proved to be the highlights of thelogne College of Music in Germany
(and asserting through proof) that one(donations appreciated). The NAASR concert: Bizet's melodious L’Arlesienne with full scholarship. The finances for
was American” and children of recent Bookstore will open at 7:30 p.m. The Suite, Milhaud’s Scaramouche, and his stay in Germany are generously
immigrants “outdid themselves and NAASR Center is located opposite the Gershwin’s captivating Rhapsody in subsidized by Mr. & Mrs. Edward &
sought to outdo everyone else” in beingFirst Armenian Church and next to the Blue. Every one of them was received Roseann Alexander of Bethesda, MD
“more American than the Americans.” U.S. Post Office. Ample parking is with a standing ovation. and their children. The Alexanders’

Through research interviewing available around the building and in adja- This was not Hayrapet’s first devotion to the arts and their sponsor-
Armenian-American World War Il vet- cent areas. The lecture will begin exposure to American-Armenians. In ship of the young talents, especially
erans, studying the letters they wrote topromptly at 8:00 p.m. 2003 he had come to Washington with someone like Hayrapet, is indeed provi-
their families and to the Armenian-Ameri- More information about the lec- the musical group known as “New dential and commendable.
can newspapers, and reading the anture is available by calling 617-489- Names from Armenia” introduced by Since 2006 Hayrapet has been
thologies on Armenian-American ser- 1610, faxing 617-484-1759, e-mailing Mrs. Sylva Mekinian. She has facili- winning top honors in competitions
vice men and women, Gregory hg@naasr.org, or writing to NAASR, tated the exposure of many such tal-throughout Europe and the Middle East.
Aftandilian applied the earlier studies on 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478. ented youth in European cities, in the He will reach yet another pinnacle later
Middle East and in the United States asthis year when he performs in the
well as in Armenia. Hayrapet was only famed Philharmonie in Berlin.
eleven years old but already brimming The Voice of America’'s Arme-
with talent. Last year he performed nian television branch interviewed
twice, in San Francisco and Los Ange- Hayrapet after the concert, parts of
les. In recent weeks, however, hewhich had also been video-taped, so
achieved the acme of his still young that audiences in Armenia will be able
career when he was invited to performto experience the acclaim with which
in New York’s Carnegie Hall with the he has been received in the United

REVLONWALKFORWOMEN'S CANCERS
Juilliard Orchestra, which took place States. We are sure that we shall hear

Los Angeles’ Biggest Fundraiser for Women's Cancers o, march 22 of this year. At that more about this young man’s suc-
concert he performed a suite by cesses in the musical world.
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ArmenianAlto Saxophonist Wins Over

ARMENIAN MOMS & DAUGHTERS

PRESENTS
6" ANNUAL WALK OF LOVE

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2009

LOS ANGELES MEMORIAL COLISEUM

Register online at www.revlonrunwalk.com

or contact Armenian Moms & Daughters Hotline
at (818) 444-5192
or write to us via e-mail at eilesg@aol.com

Registration Fee: $30.00 directly to Revlon Walk

When registering, please mark TEAM NO, 813 to identify
ARMENIAN MOMS & DAUGHTERS

There will be several meeting places designated
throughout Los Angeles County for
bus transportation to the Starting Line
When you Register, Transportation Information will be
provided by your team captains
Fileen Keusseyan & Alice Chakrian

REMEMBERTO REGISTERNOW FORTHIS WORTHY CAUSE!

Walk starts at 8:00 a.m., with Celebrity
Opening Ceremonies!

Governor Schwarzenegger Proclaims Armenian
Genocide Remembrance Week

Continued from page 1 the world in remembering and acknowl-
edging the genocide, the families it de-
from their homeland. stroyed and the history it changed. We
Those who escaped death had todo not like to recall such sorrows, but
flee, and many of them settled right herewe must, so that we can learn from
in California. They and their descen- history and renew our efforts to make
dants have become leaders in all walks ofsure nothing like this ever happens again.
life and have made extraordinary contri- NOW, THEREFORE, I, ARNOLD
butions to our state. While their pres- SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor ofthe
ence has been and continues to be a gre&tate of California, do hereby proclaim
blessing to California, it also reminds us April 19-26, 2009, as “Days of Remem-
of the incredible evils that brought them brance of the Armenian Genocide.”
far from their ancestral homes. IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have
Four years ago | signed a bill that hereunto set my hand and caused the
permanently recognized the Days of Great Seal of the State of California to be
Remembrance of the Armenian Geno-affixed this 13th day of April 2009.
cide. This week, we honor that commit-
ment as we stand with our Armenian
friends and neighbors here and across

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER
Governor of California

www.massisweekly.com

Updated every Friday
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
(RFP #7505)

Armed and Unarmed Security
Guard Services

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites proposal
from qualified firms interested in
providing armed and unarmed secuf
rity guard services. Copy of the RFH
may be obtained beginning April 7,
2009 via www.hacla.org/ps or call
(213) 252-5405 or 252-1832. Propo
als will be accepted until 2:00 P.M., by

May 7, 2009.
4/16, 4/23/09
CNS-1559222#

MASSIS WEEKLY

vJ

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB# 7785)
DENTALINSURANCE SERVICE
PROVIDER

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites bids from
qualified insurance carriers, brokers
and agents to provide Dental Insur

ofthe IFB may be obtained beginning
April 14, 2009 viawww.HACLA.org/
ps or by calling (213) 252-5405 ¢
252-1832. Bids will be accepted unt]

1:30 P.M., by May 29, 2009.
4/23, 4/30/09
CNS-1567554#

MASSIS WEEKLY

——

ance Coveragetoits employees. Copy

Qbp OwlimgnmdGlpp
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T: (626) 797-7680

F: (626) 797-6863
massis2@earthlink.net
www.massisweekly.com

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
(RFQ# 7494)
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY
ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING
AND RELATED SERVICES

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles is seeking Statd
ments of Qualification from profes-
sional services firms interested i
providing multi-disciplinary architec-
tural, engineering and related ser
vices for on-going planning, architec
tural, engineering and related con-
sulting services, for the acquisition
planning and development of multi-
family residential and mixed use prop-
erties. Copies of the RFQ may be ol
tained beginning April 6, 2009 onling
atwww.hacla.org/ps or by calling (213
252-5405. Proposals will be acceptdd
until 2:00 P.M., Pacific Time, May 6,
2009.

4/16, 4/23/09
CNS-1559773#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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