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BANKRUPTCY-b
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auLaulurte

JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

Mazareth V. Jansezlan, Esqg.
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AGBU GLENDALE-PASADENA CHAPTER
cordially im f'h'.i_flr'-.‘-'u o meet

MICHAEL BOBELIAN

author of the newly published book

Children of Armenia

b FORGOTTIS € P HEWTIEE AT THE
GINTURY =16 STEVGGLE FOR JUSTICE

. N
Announcing the new
private practice of
Issac Happap, M.D.
Pediatrics and Adolescents
MICHAEL BOBELIAN
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2009 - B:00rMm
AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER
BOYAD|IAN HALI
2495 L. Mountain St., Pasadena, CA 21104
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Turkey ‘Won’t Upset Azerbaijan’in its Efforts to Postcard Memory: Rare Collection Telling
Normalize Relations With Armenia About Life of Ottoman Armenians Exhibited

ANKARA -- Turkey will notup-  ing contingent on a Karabakh settle- In Yerevan

set Azerbaijan in its efforts to normal- ment. By Georg Khachaturyan

ize relations with Armenia, Foreign Some analysts in Armenia and Armenianow.com

Minister Ahmet Davutoglu was re- Turkey say that the Turkish parlia-

ported to insist late Tuesday during ment, in which Erdogan’s Justice and YEREVAN -- An ex-

talks with Turkish opposition leaders Development Party holds a solid ma- hibition telling about Arme
concerned about Ankara’s ongoing rap-jority, is unlikely to ratify the protocols nian communities in Ottd-
prochement with Yerevan. if Baku and Yerevan fail to cutaframe- man Turkey through post-
Davutoglu met with the leaders work peace dealin the coming months.cards has openedin Yerevan. -
of three opposition parties as part of According to Turkish media, all three Its Turkish curator says tHjes =
“internal political consultations” which - opposition leaders visited by Davutoglu postcards, which were al$o -
the Armenia and Turkish governments criticized the documents and demandeddisplayed in Turkey and la
have pledged to conduct before sign-that Ankara stick to its long-standing number of European citiesMy Dear Brother: Armenians in Turkey
ing two fence-mending agreementslinkage between Turkish-Armenian are a good means to givelQ0 Years Ago”
next month. The agreements, maderelations and Karabakh peace. perspective on the life of ethnic groups also the curator and editor of the
public on August 31, envisage the “There are no signs of ending the in the Ottoman Empire different from Yerevan exhibition.
establishment of diplomatic relations occupation in Nagorno-Karabakh and the current official one in Turkey. Koker’'s book “Armenians in Tur-
between the two neighboring statesrecognizing the Kars Agreement[which Held at Moscow Cinema upon key 100 Years Ago” featuring Otto-
and reopening of their border. defines the eastern Turkish border,]” the initiative of the Yerevan-based think man-era postcards reflecting peaceful
“We won't take a step which will  Deniz Baykal of the main opposition tank, Civilitas Foundation, and the and often prosperous life of the Arme-
sadden our Azerbaijani brothers,” People’s Republican Party said, ac-Istanbul-based Birzamanlar Yayincilik nian community in the Ottoman Em-
“Today’s Zaman” daily quoted cording to “Hurriyet Daily News.” publishing house (and sponsored bypire was also published that year. The
Davutoglu as telling the party leaders. Baykal also deplored a lack of specif- Haypost CJSC) the exhibition entitled album of 500 postcards presents the
“They are being informed of the entire ics in the two governments’ plans to “My Dear Brother: Armenians in Tur- places where Armenians lived in the
process imminently and itwillgo on as set up a joint body that would look into key 100 Years Ago” features hundreds Ottoman Empire, in particular cities
before.” the World War One-era Armenian of postcards reflecting the reality of andtowns and the role of the Armenian
Azerbaijan was quick to warn massacres in the Ottoman Empire. life for an integrated community in communities there. A similar exhibi-
after the publication of the draft agree- “Turkey must not open the bor- nearly two dozen cities throughout the tion of postcards entitled “Dear
ments that the reopening of the Turk-der gate unless Armenia withdraws Ottoman Empire in 1900-1910. Brother” was held in Istanbul and a
ish-Armenian border before a resolu- from the occupied lands of Nagorno- The owner of more than 4,000 number of European cities.
tion of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict Karabakh,” agreed Numan Kurtulmus postcards is Italian Orlando Calumeno, “History in Turkey is presented
would run counter to its national inter- of the Islamist Felicity Party. “In order an Armenian (on his mother’s side). only from a Turkish perspective. This
ests. The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry to make new friendships and gain creditSome 500 of these postcards were foris particularly remarkable on the ex-
recalled in that regard Turkish Prime in the international scene, we don't the first time exhibited in Istanbul in ample of cities and towns,” said Koker
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s re- have the right to upset our Azerbaijani 2005 through the efforts of Turkish in his remarks during the Tuesday

cent statements making border open-brothers.” publisher and historian Koker, who is opening of the exhibition, which will
- - - - - run through Sgptember 28.
In a Whitewash Report Armenian Parliament Commission "My goal is to show that Arme-
.- ; .. nians lived in Turkey a century ago and
Justifies Use of Force Against Opposition Protesters to give true information about them,”

added Koker, himself a native of

YEREVAN -- After a more than port exposes the main purpose of thetook place in Yerevan on March 1-2, Marash, one of many historical Arme-
yearlong inquiry boycotted by the op- authorities and that commission: to 2008 ... police actions aimed at stop- nian cities in Turkey now left without
position, a special commission of cover up the monstrous crimes of ping mass disturbances were on byArmenian population.
Armenia’s parliament defended on March 1 and those individuals who and large legitimate and adequate and
Wednesday the use of force againstshot dead ten citizens of Armenia,” stemmed from Articles 2, 10, and 12 OppOSitiOﬂ Youth
opposition protesters demanding a re-HAK spokesman Arman Musiniantold of the law on police,” concluded the ..
run of the February 2008 presidential RFE/RL. “The commission has bril- report read out by Nikoyan on the  ACtiViSt Released
election which left ten people dead. liantly accomplished that task.” parliament floor on Wednesday. from Jail

In a 138-page report submitted The parliamentary commission The report said that the non-stop
to the National Assembly, the commis- headed by deputy speaker Samvelprotests staged by the Ter-Petrosian- YEREVAN -- Vahagn Gevorgian
sion dominated by pro-government Nikoyan was formed in June 2008 |ed opposition in Yerevan's Liberty young opposition activist was sen-
lawmakers concluded that security amid a widespread lack of public trust Square “destabilized the situation in tenced to one year in prison at the
forces were right to break up massivein the official criminal investigation the country,” “periodically disrupted weekend for allegedly assaulting a po-
post-election demonstrations organizedinto the deadly clashes. The HAK and public order,” and “paralyzed the work lice officer during an opposition gath-
in Yerevan by opposition leader Levon other major opposition groups refused of state bodies.” Accordingly, it justi- eringin Yerevan in April.
Ter-Petrosian. It said that there wereto name representatives to the body fied a pre-dawn police assault on op- But Gevorgian, 18, will not have
only isolated instances of excessivesaying that its mostly pro-government position supporters camped there. Theirto serve the sentence because of a
force used by law-enforcement offic- members can not be objective. violent dispersal triggered more vi- general amnesty declared by the Ar-
ers. The Armenian government sub- cious clashes elsewhere in the citymenian authorities in June. He said he

Predictably, the commission also sequently agreed to set up anothercenter later on March 1. will nonetheless appeal againsttheille-
acknowledged that it was unable to bipartisan body tasked with investigat- The commission also approved gal and politically motivated verdict.
shed more light on circumstances ining the worst street violence in the of then President Robert Kocharian’s The accusations stem from an
which eight civilians and two police country’s history. The government decision to call a state of emergencyincident that occurred on Yerevan's
personnel were killed in fierce clashes and opposition camps were equally and order troops into the capital. In a Northern Avenue, which was until re-
that broke out late on March 1, 2008. represented in the Fact-Finding Grouplate-night televised address to the na-cently the scene of daily gatherings of
It urged law-enforcement authorities of Experts. It was disbanded in Junetion, Kocharian described the opposi- 100-200 supporters of opposition leader
to do more to track down and pros- this year amid mounting tensions be-tion actions as a coup attempt. Scored-evon Ter-Petrosian. Gevorgian, who is
ecute individuals responsible for those tween its pro-government and opposi-of Ter-Petrosian loyalists were ar- amember of the opposition youth move-

deaths. tion members. rested and prosecuted on correspondment Hima (Now) supporting Ter-
Ter-Petrosian’s Armenian Na- “In spite of some cases men- ing charges in the following weeks. Petrosian, was detained there on April 10
tional Congress (HAK) shrugged off tioned in this report, the commission as riot police forcibly ended the more

the report as a whitewash. “This re- concludes that during the events that Continuedonpage4 than yearlong gatherings.
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From Opening to Armenia to the Opening of the Memory

By Ayse Hur others, the lands where the Armenianswas theequirement for all the students from this exercise a joint declaration on
lived was said to be inhabited earlier by in the country to compete in an essay onthe historical facts could result. In the

While the wave of excitementfor Oguz, Pechenek and Kipchak tribes. In‘The Armenian Revoltand the Activities light of this response, it finishes by

the steps taken by the government forthis way it was implied that the Arme- of the Armenians during the First World calling the withdrawal of the letter sent

a ‘Kurdish Opening’ continues an ‘Ar- nians had no historical claimsin Anatolia. War'. The apparent purpose of the com-to the British Parliament. Of course, our

menian Opening’ initiative started. In An interesting phenomenon that petition was to have the students recountepresentatives who were sure of their

my view the most interesting headline shows the cohesive force of the Arme-the atrocities perpetrated by the Arme-thesis saw no need to accept the invita-

concerning these two protocols, nei- nian taboo among the intellectual classnians on Turks. The sad part of thetion to a round table.

ther of which is yet in force, are the was the ‘Blue Anatolia’ movement led initiative was that the Armenian students

plans for the establishment of a His- by Sabahattin Eyuboglu, Azra Erhat living in Turkey were also required to The Myth of Backstabbing

torical Commission. The commission and ‘The Fisherman of Halicarnassus’ write the essay. A conference organized by a
is supposed to investigate claims of Cevat Shakir. A new breath was given group of scholars for May 25, 2006
genocide termed ‘alleged’ by the news- by the movementto the slogan ‘Anatolia Support from Criminal Law titled “Ottoman Armenians During the
papers. We read in Taraf on Septem-is ours, not because we conquered it, Another important development Collapse of the Empire: Scientific Re-

ber 4, 2009 Taner Akcam’s views but it is ours because it was ours’ andin this field came from the Article 305 sponsibility and Questions of Democ-
concerning this subject. Answering thereby the pagan, Christian and Mos-of the Turkish Criminal Code passed racy” was canceled when the Minister
Yildiray Ogur’s questions, Akcam said lem history of Anatolia was offered as by the Parliament on September 26,o0f Justice, Cemil Cicek, characterized
that it is necessary to separate thean evolutionary state of a collective. 2004 as part of a required framework the organizers as having ‘stabbed us in
‘Normalizing of the Relations’ from Accordingly, Turkish was the final bythe European Union. Hailed by sev- the back’. With this the insincerity of
the questions of ‘reconciliation’ based stage of the 72 languages spoken eareral European Union leaders as an im-the calls to ‘leave the subject to the

on historical sources. lier and Turkishness was a version of portant step towards Union member- historians’ was demonstrated.
the Humanistic thought. However, the ship, this article specified a 10 year There is a resemblance between
The Historical Commission name of Armenians was absent amongprison sentence for ‘ acting against thethe blaming of the intellectuals by the

In the same article, Akcam indi- these people and civilizations that con-interests of the State and thereby di-Minister and the blaming of a handful
cated that he does not believe a statestituted us at present. (The same tentectly or indirectly obtain aid from of Marxists and Jewish politicians for
that for years insisted there were nodency was shown by Yashar Kemal in foreign individuals or foundations’. In the defeat of Germany in the First
such thing as Kurds, only some people1992. In a speech about Cilicia, hethe justification section of this article World War. In the period following the
who made weird sounds as they trav-discusses the Hittite and Byzantine pastthe examples given for acting contrary 1919 Versailles Treaty they were called
eled in the mountains, could establish aof the city of Anavarza but omits its to the national interests are: ‘'To de- ‘internal enemies’ and the ‘myth of
commission to search for a truthful Armenian past, whereas Anavarza wasmand the withdrawal of Turkish forces backstabbing’ (Dochstosslegende)
answer to the question ‘whether in the capital city of the Armenian King- from Cyprus’ or ‘assert the occur- was created. Actually, in the official
1915 there had been a genocide ordom of Cilicia from 1100s to 1375 and rence of the Armenian Genocide dur- Turkish history this term was fre-
not’. Akcam, also argues that nothing it is impossible that Yashar Kemal did ing the First World War’. Despite pres- quently used as ‘the Arabs stabbed us

remains on this subject that the schol-not know this). sure from the European Union this in the back’ to characterize Arab na-
ars don’t already know. The scholars article is yet to be changed. tionalists which had joined the British
may already ‘know’, nevertheless | The Book of Esat Uras during the First World War in their
want to add my views about this ‘His- Beginning with 1980 a radical The Blue Book of struggle for independence, however
torical Commission’ as yetto be estab- change took place and the subject of the Parliamentarians the way it was used by the Minister of
lished. In this pages on August 31, ‘Armenian Question’ entered the school In March 1, 2005 (CHP) the Re- Justice was so filled with hatred as to

2008, | had presented a summary ofbooks. The text was based on a 1953ublican People’s Party started a cam-cause shivers in many. Later, similar
the Turkish-Armenian relations from book: ‘The Armenian Question: Nine paign under the heading of ‘Genocide expressions were frequently used to
19 hundreds to 1990. | continue from questions, Nine Answers’ published Attack’. In a letter prepared to be sentdescribe those saying ‘Turkey needs
where | had left there. by Ahmet Esat Uras, who had partici- to the Members of the British Parlia- to face history,’ those wanting to pro-
Fhkk pated in the Unionist movement and ment and the House of Lords it was mote relations with the European Union
From the beginning of the Re- had played an active role in the 1915asked that ‘the book titled ‘The treat- and those for asking compliance with
public to this day history was dissemi- Deportations. The subject book had ment of Armenians in the Ottoman international standards. Especially, the
nated as a project to develop nationalbeen of great interest to the ForeignEmpire, 1915-16’ prepared by the Bu- ‘debating of allegations of Armenian
identity and the authoritarian state Ministry onits publication, it had been reau of British War Propaganda basedgenocide’ by the intellectuals without
model was understood to be in a ‘natu-reprinted several times and had beerin the Wellington House during the citing the examples of crimes commit-
ral’ relationship with the said national translated to foreign languages. Ac- First World War, be declared as propa-ted by France in Algeria, by U.S.A. In
identity, constituting a logical exten- cording to the book, Armenians who ganda material and that the informa- Vietnam, Afghanistan and Iraq and by
sion of it. The first requirement for the had merged with Turkish culture and tion therein concerning the revolt of Italy in Africa, was sufficient reason
dissemination of history was that it be had lived a ‘happy’ life in the Ottoman the OttomanArmenians and the steps for them to be labeled ‘enemies of the
a ‘clean and honorable’ history. For period, had suddenly taken a hostiletaken by the Ottoman State to be withouthomeland and the nation’.
that purpose the myth offairkishrace  attitude to the Turks. After offering foundation and be unreliable’. The letter
was created that had remained purethe 1894-1896 Urfa and Sassoun andwas signed by the Prime Minister Recep Armenians, the ‘absolute other’
throughout the Anatolian history despite the 1909 Adana events as examples offayyit Erdogan, the Head of CHP, Deniz of the Turks
the wholesale assimilation of otherraces.this enmity, the Armenian Deporta- Bayakalinthe General Committee Room What do all these things mean?
However on this subject there were twotions of 1915-1917 were character- ofthe Turkish Parliamentand was mailedWe know that the processes of ‘re-
different periods. In the period prior to ized to be in defense to these eventsto the recipients. membering’ and ‘forgetting’ play an
the 1975-1985 ASALA terrorism andthe Later, the views of Esat Uras inspired However, the aftermath was important role in the formation of a
parliamentary genocide resolutions of other writers and new books were never learned, because all the newspanational identity. What s peculiar about
1980's, the school books would briefly published. Finally the ‘official view pers who had greeted the campaignthe Turkish identity is that it is able to

mention Armenians as subjects in thewas put in history books. with headlines (except Zaman) of exist only by denying the events of

distant past without making disparaging “Avenging the 90 Years”, “Interna- 1915-1917. It is known that the Otto-
remarks. Support from National tional Attack against the Blue Book” man Empire, spreading over three con-
Education Curriculum and “Challenge to the Genocide”, did tinents had in its last 150 years entered

Owning Anatolia On June 14, 2002 the Training and not feel the need to report the response period of decline. Unending wars,

For example, the capture by the Education Committee of the Ministry of given to the letter. The claims made in defeats and large number of losses in
Seljuks of Ani, the capital city of the National Education decided to train the the letter were discussed in the Humanmen, had created serious concerns
Armenian Bagratid Kingdom and the teachers on curriculum. The decision Rights Group of the British Parliament about the future of the empire.
wars between the Seljuks and the Ar-was announced in the newspapers inand were answered in a letter signed During this period when every
menian Kingdom of Cilicia which ex- August 9, 2002 under the heading : ‘Theby 23 British Parliamentarians. The initiative ended with failure, the lead-
isted in the Adana region during the position of the state regarding the allega-response begins with the statement;ing elite was inclined to hold the impe-
12" -14" centuries was sometimes pre- tions of an Armenian Genocide, the ‘The central thesis of the Blue Book rialist powers and the ‘minorities’,
sented in belittling terms, sometimes Establishment of a Pontus Greek Statewas the argument that starting in 1915who collaborated with them, respon-
ignored and sometimes treated as ifand the Genocide of Christian AssyriansArmenians were subjected to a policy sible. During those years, the govern-
there had been no conflict. In somewill be given in school books’. The of mass annihilation in the Ottoman ing class of the Empire believed that
cases these kingdoms were displayedmplementation of the decision was to Empire” and after explaining why the they were being pushed out from the
to be tiny and in others, the territory of begin in 2002-2003 school year. Blue Book is a reliable document, in- historical narrative being developed by
the kingdom was made ambiguous. In Later, the same committee pub- vites the Turkish Parliamentarians to athe West and becoming ‘a nobody’
some cases the territories were statedished a curriculum for the teachers. round table discussion with academic
to be lying outside of Anatolia and in The important point in the curriculum consultants and expresses the hope that Continued on page 3
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Walk of Life 2009 to be Held on October 3
Community Event, Featuring Performances by Several Musicians, Will Support the Life-Saving
Activities of the ABMDR

LOS ANGELES -- The Armenian tive teams posted on the ABMDR site [
Bone Marrow Donor Registry (ABMDR) (abmdr.am). In addition, Garbis
will hold its annual walkathon on Satur- Bartanian, a science teacher at
day, October 3, at the Verdugo Park inMesrobian School, is currently edu-
Glendale, California. As with previous cating students about stem cell trans-{8
walkathons, Walk of Life 2009 will be a plantation and genetics through a se
celebration of fitness and health, raisingries of special talks. Dr. Baghdassarian
awareness of the ABMDR's vital work noted that individuals of any age can
and offering attendees the chance to joinstart their own walkathon team or join
the ranks of the registry. an existing one through the ABMDR

“The walkathon provides a won- site.
derful opportunity to support a cause Walk of Life 2009, which is
that affects everyone, especially thosechaired by Armond Aghakhanian of
of Armenian descent,” said Dr. Frieda the ABMDR, has received consider- T
Jordan, president of the ABMDR Board able corporate and local- government F
of Directors. support. The event's main sponsor isfs

Expected to draw hundreds of the Glendale Memorial Hospital, repre-
participants from all age groups, the sented at the walkathon by Arpine
eventwill feature food and live entertain- Kestenian. Other sponsors include the|
ment, with performances by a numberGlendale City Council and Bank of
of popular musicians. America. The latter has contributed

Youth participation in the $1,000 to the walkathon and pledged
walkathon is a top priority. Currently to match all funds raised by Bank of
Mariette Keshishian and Dr. Evelyn America employees. Dr. Jordan said unteers will register potential donors which Armenians everywhere continue
Baghdassarian of the ABMDR are coor- that other sponsors can still join in and after conducting a quick and simple to rally,” said Fimi Mekhitarian, one of
dinating teams of students from local will receive ABMDR recognition as Screening, which involves taking a the registry’s scores of volunteer do-

Scenes from last year’s Walk of Life (Photos courtesy of the Armenian Bone Marrow
Donor Registry)

public schools with the help of Daniel walkathon supporters. saliva sample with a swab. “By joining nor recruiters. “Our upcoming
Baghdassarian, a student at La Canada  “We willbe walkingto save lives,” the ABMDR, participants will also be- walkathon is a vitally important event
High. Dr. Baghdassarian said. “At this very come part of the National Marrow not only because it will celebrate com-

Armenian schools will also have moment there are patients who are inDonor Program, to help any and all munity activism and wellness, but func-
a strong presence at Walk of Life desperate need of a bone marrow doindividuals who are in need of a bone tion as a great conduit to further boost

2009. While all Armenian schools are nor, so this is the time to help.” marrow transplantation,” Dr. the life-saving mission of the regis-
invited to participate in the walkathon, During Walk of Life 2009, par- Baghdassarian noted. try.”
the Chamlian and Mesrobian schoolsticipants will be encouraged to join the “The ABMDR has become a For more information, call (323)

are already onboard, with their respec-ABMDR. Throughout the event, vol- genuinely pan-national project around 663-3609 or visit abmdr.am.

From Opening to Armenia to the Opening of the Memory

Continued from page 2 from confiscated Armenian wealth, pared to the relatively visible ‘external empire, given the present day relations
the craftsmen for whom a market wasenemy’ it was much more dangerous.between nations, could certainly break
and that they were facing the total created in the fields emptied of Arme- Especially if this enemy had resulted up Turkey which was small’. How-
destruction of the Empire. Only by nians, needed to wipe clean theirfrom a great many elements who wereever, the real worry was not the break-
thinking that this condition had come memory. As a result a consensus arose¢he ‘other’ of the Moslem-Turkish up of the country or Turks being la-
about principally because of the treach-among different segments of the soci-identity. Consequently, the struggle beled ‘genocidal’, it was the fear of
ery of the nations they were lording ety: first to forget what was done to against Armenians continued without demands for the return of or the com-
over that they could find a measure ofthe Armenians and then actually to a break. The success of the project topensation for the confiscated wealth

consolation. forget them. neutralize the Armenians as ‘the other’ of the deported Armenians. Clues that

The leaders of the new republi- from the community and world opin- this was the reason are shown by the

The Example of can order to create a Turkish identity, ion depended on the close cooperatiorstrict prohibition placed on access to

the Emerald Phoenix attempted to differentiate themselvesof the state and the society. This coop-the records of property deeds from the

The perpetrators, who during the from their Ottoman past which repre- eration was guaranteed in large mea-Ottoman era and by the criticism and
National Struggle period felt them- sented the ‘old’, the ‘superstitious’ sure by tyrannical policies. obstructionism shown during the en-
selves freed from the pressure of in-and the ‘East’ and by characterizing At the end, the people came to actment of the February 2008 Law of

ternational public opinion, proceeded the old Ottoman subjects as ‘cosmo-believe thatit was their duty to accept theFoundations.

to finish their half complete business. politan’, ‘mixed’ and ‘murky’, historical narrative imposed on them by As a matter of fact we could have

Kemalist Turkish nationalists allied with launched an initiative to free itself from the state. During this period the statecontinued this unhealthy spiritual con-
the Kurds, who were considered to bethe Ottoman identity to bring about a became an instrument for shaping ideol-dition, except for the persistence of
‘less other’ because of their shared‘citizenry’ which is ‘ethnically pure’ ogy and also its guarantor. To make itsthe Armenians and because the"20
Islamic religion, expelled the remain- and in its world view ‘secular’. During guarantor role quickly acceptable it was Century has become an era of apolo-
der of the ‘real other’, the Christian this nation building period, the Arme- necessary for the state to underscore thgizing by individuals and states, com-
Armenians and Greeks, to the remot-nian identity became a perfect ‘other’ dangers ‘facing the society’. In this mercial enterprises and religious orga-
est places in Anatolia and then startedfor the nationalists as well as for the respect theories of plots against the stat@izations for political, economic, cul-
dealing with the Kurds. The extremely left, for the religious and the secular, like: ‘the resuscitation of Sevre’, ‘the tural and social faults. In our days
bloody nature of this action helped to for the intellectual and the ordinary establishment of Pontus’, ‘the revival of facing history has become almost a
provide a good opportunity to erase people, for being a ‘barbarian’ and Byzantium in the Fener district’ and ‘moral norm’. There are some excep-
from communal memory what was ‘terrorist’ people, fanatically religious ‘land purchase of Israel in the South tions and questionable cases, however
done to the Armenians. (What was non-Moslems and for being a diasporaEastern Anatolia Project (GAP) area’ this approachwhich can be summa-
done to the Greeks had almost ac-grouprootedinthe international arena.were put forward. At the same time the rized as: ‘societies who do not face their
quired legitimacy because of the er- idea was put forth that the Armenian history do not have the right to be a
rors committed by Greece). During ‘Internal Enemy’, Diaspora with its 3R strategy (Recogni- member of the international community’
this period, not only the Kemalist elites more dangerous than tion of genocide, Restitution of property may help close the schizophrenic split
who were organizationally or ideologi- the External Enemy and land, and finally Reconciliation) would created in the Turkish society by 1915.
cally related to the Unionists but also During this period of ‘otherness’, revive the plans of imperialist powers to In this respect ‘opening to Armenia’
all those who had looted the propertiesthe attribution of the slogan * internal divide Turkey. appears to be very important. Provided
ofthe deported Armenians, had adoptedenemy’ to the Armenians naturally re- the opening is in accord with universal
or become foster parents to the Arme-quired an ‘external enemy’. However, Fear of the return of norms of jurisprudence and ethics.
nian children, local prominent or com- in the mind of Turkish nationalism the confiscated property

mon people who had added Armenianentity defined as ‘internal enemy’ was An attempt was made to con- Published in Taraf,
girls to their harems, the commercial seen as an insidious element which atevince people that ‘a people who 90 September 6, 2009
bourgeoisie whose capital was formedaway at the social structure, and com-years ago were able to break up a huge  Translated by Arutun Maranci
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Singapore Armenian Heritage: Third Bi-Annual Conference of Armenian
175th Anniversary Celebrations Writers Who Write in a Different Language

SINGAPORE (Business Wire) -- |
The Singapore Armenian Heritage Com- .'.-'E;
mittee has announced plans for a serie
of extraordinary events to be held in
Singapore during the week of October 4,
2010. The Committee expects this cel- &
ebration to be the largest gathering of
Armenians and their friends in Singapore
in modern history. The weeklong cel- |§
ebration will include a diverse range of |
cultural, economic development, and |

LOS ANGELES -- The third bi- tion for Literary Creation.
annual conference of Armenian writ- 2) The Mutual Interrelation be-
ers who write in a different language tween the Writer and his/her Reader-
than Armenian (English, French, Ital- ship in non-Armenian language Media
ian, Russian, Spanish, Arabic, Farsi.(the interface between a writer’s in-
Etc.) will be held in Los Angeles on tended audience and readers’ re-
November 6 and 7, 2009. sponse).

The two previous conferences 3) The Diverse Reflections of
were held in Yerevan (Tzaghkadzor), Homeland in Literature (different
Armenia, in 2004 and 2006 with the understandingd of Armenia, diasposric
participation of a large contingent of host societies, spiritual homelands, etc.)

festive events highlighting the Armenian writers from various countries. 4) Perspectives and Talking
community and its contributions t0 [N . This international conference is Points between Writers in non-Arme-
Singapore. The Celebration is open to allfeg Sy \ organized by the Writers Union of nian language Media and their Coun-

who have a positive interest in strength-

_ : Ve Int Armenia, with the cooperation of the terparts writing in Armenian and also
ening relations with Singapore, Arme-

UCLA Armenian Studies Chair, headed with Armenian communities of varied

nia, and the global Armenian Diaspora. R T EE s by Dr. Peter Cowe who is co-chair of language heritage.

Internationally recognized Armenian en- the event organizing committe with 5) Significant Curret Literary
tertainers will perform as part of the Levon Ananyan, President of the Writ- Trends and Future Expectations with
Celebration, which will be attended by in Singapore.” ers Union. Particular Focus on the Younger Gen-
local and international dignitaries. In ad- The Celebration seeks to build and A preliminary topics for the sym- eration of Writers.

dition, organizers are reaching out to strengthen the local Armenian commu- posium include: Other suggestions are also wel-

Armenians and their friends throughout nity and its contributions to Singapore 1) The Role of the Family as the come. Please send them to Prof. Osheen

the world as well as to the Governmentthrough a series of ongoing cultural and | 5¢us of Roots and Source of Inspira- Keshishiangsheen@glendale.edu).
of the Republic of Armenia to join the economic development activities. Sig-

celebration. nificant Armenian contributions to . . . .
The Committee is planning an Singapore include: the first Christan  Author Michael Bobelian to Discusses His New
evening Gala at the Armenian-founded Church, St. Gregory; the renowned :
Raffles Hotel highlighting Armenian con- Raffles Hotel; the National Flower, Vanda Book on the Forgotten Genocide
tributions to Singapore and other coun-Miss Joaquim; and, the leading national GLENDALE - Author and educa — 1 _
tries along the Silk Road. Special reli- newspaper, the Straits Times. - - orar - i ). q}' 5
gious andgcultural events willpbe held at Professor Tommy Koh, Ambas- ©Of Michael Bobelian will discuss his % : ﬂ_ﬂt—- -':.-‘{‘-—"r-.:i'_'f;.
Singapore's oldest church, the Arme- sador-At-Large at the Singapore Minis- P00k “Children of Armenia: A Forgotten |G
nian Church of St. Gregory the lllumina- try of Foreign Affairs observed, Genocideandthe Century-LongStrugglefs = ¢ [ f o of Armenia
tor Singapore, to commemorate the“Strengthening the Armenian commu- [Of Justice” at the Glendale Public Li-
Church's 175th Anniversary. Commit- nityin Singapore is a great benefitto all,” Prary, 222 East Harvard Street, at 7:000 & Famsar 1es Grsiing s i
tee Chairman Paul B. Kazarian, Chair-and encourages all to visit and experi-P-M- 0N Tuesday, September 29, 2000 [EEER IR S5 STRIEHE §58 T
man and CEO of Japonica Partners ence firsthand the wonders of Singapore HiS Pook examines the difficult quest for
commented, “This celebration is a won- Those interested in learning more '€cognition of the Armenian Genocide
derful opportunity for Armenians and about, or participating in, the events @nd the efforts within the Armenian
their friends around the world to learn should contact Ccommunity, the American government,

from the extraordinary success storiesarmenian.church@yahoo.com. and international community for
acknowledgement.

ars of archival re-
AGBU MDS SChOO| Celebrates SOIar Power SearCBha:ﬁg F()):rsyoena| interviewsy Chil-
dren of Armenia is the first book to

CANOGA PARK, CA --His Emi-  production on a special monitor in the trace this post-Genocide history and
nence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian administration building lobby, andonthe reveal the events that have conspired
the primate of the Armenian Church of school’s website ( http:// to eradicate the “hidden holocaust”
North America Western Diocese, Loswww.agbumds.org/mds/ from the world’s memory. lIcHAEL BOBELIAN
Angeles County Supervisor Zev solar_power_meter.jsp ), for students, After uncovering his family’s estplay inhelping Turkey evade public
Yaroslavsky, California Assemblyman parents, staff and community to see. experiences during the Genocide, accountability? Why did Armenians
Paul Krekorian; Chair of the new select The school staff and student body Michael Bobelian struggled to rational- themselves initially stand silent?
committee on renewable energy, Loshave incorporated other environmen-ize how an event as widely reported as Michael Bobelian, a graduate of
Angeles City Councilman Dennis Zine, tally friendly measures, such as recy-the Genocide—more than a hundredthe Columbia Graduate School of Jour-
AGBU MDS School Board of Trustees cling bins, and through various club articles ran in The New York Times in nalism, is a lawyer, journalist, and
Chairman Sinan Sinanian, AGBU local activities and recycling programs over 1915, with a typical headline exclaim- grandson of Genocide survivors. His
leadership, parents and other dignitarieshe past years. Use of paper has beefhg “Wholesale Massacres of Arme- work has appeared in Forbes.com,
will be present to celebrate the successfeduced drastically, collecting of cans; nians by Turks"—could fade from American Lawyer, and Legal Affairs
ful operation of one of the largest Solar bottles and paper for recycling have public consciousness. Why was themagazine and has been featured on
Electric Systems to be functioning on become a tradition among the studentsGenocide ignored and forgotten? WhatNational Public Radio. He resides in
any private school in Los Angeles. “When designing a Solar PV sys- role did America’s national self-inter- New York City.

The 164kW Solar Photovoltaic (PV) tem we look at the economics of going - - —
system generates approximately 300,00Gsolar”, says Sevan Varteressianthe Presi- ~ Armenian Parliament Commission Issues a
kilowatt hours of electricity for the dent of California Green Designs, the :
daycare thru 12grade school. The 992 Solar Integration company responsible Whitewash Report

solar modules covering 15,000 squarefor the design and installation of the Continuedfrompage 1 Not surprisingly, the report was
feet of roof space satisfy 40% of the AGBU MDS Solar PV System. “The well received by Sarkisian’s Republi-
school’s current electric needs. school operates 181 days of the year, but Ter-Petrosian and his allies can Party of Armenia (HHK), of which

“Ever since our Gymnasium facil- the sun shines an average of 300 days, istrongly deny attempting to seize power Nikoyan is a member. HHK spokes-
ity has been covered with solar panelsa year in Los Angeles. When designingby force. They insist that the govern- man Eduard Sharmazanov described
we have experienced a significant re-a system for the school, to satisfy its ment deliberately resorted to lethal the parliamentary inquiry as “objec-
duction in the need to use Air Condition- operating needs, you have to bear inforce in order to enforce the official tive.” “Nikoyan’s commission has
ing for this building. The shade provided mind the production of the system results of what they consider a fraudu- worked honestly and done all it could
by the modules, is one of the incidental throughout the year. Net energy meter-lent election. do,” he said.
benefits, not to mention the protection of ing makes it possible for the school to Nikoyan’s commission criticized But a senior member of the oppo-
the roof material from direct sun”; says use the excess energy generated duringnly some police actions such as thesition Zharangutyun party, which
Levon Keshishian, director of Business off school hours.” misuse of tear gas that caused thredroadly agrees with the HAK'’s take on
Operations who oversees facilities man- The media, community and par- protesters’ deaths. “The commission the post-election unrest, dismissed the
agement of the school. ents are invited to participate in the condemns any case of unjustified usecommission report as “unsatisfactory.”

The school monitors the produc- celebration of this milestone, and wit- of force by police servicemen and “The conclusions are not in tune with
tion of the Solar Electric system and ness the progress the school continuebelieves that it must be properly inves- even some facts contained in the re-
proudly displays its up to the minute to make in all fields. tigated,” added its report. port,” said Stepan Safarian.
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AGBU Southern California District Committee
Under the patronage of Mr. Berge Setrakian, AGBU President
and Members of the AGBU Central Board

Invites you to attend its

« AGBU Alex Manoogian Center Commiltee
« AGBU Alex Manoaogian Center Ladies

« AGBU Alumni Assoctation

« AGBU Ardavazt Theater Company

« AGBU Asbeds

» AGBU Generation Next Mentorship Program
» AGBU Glendale / Pasadena Chapter

- AGBU Hye Geen

« AGBU Orange County Chapter
« AGBU Resource Development Committee

« AGBU San Diego Chapter

« AGBU Young Professionals

» SCDC Special Events Committee

Saturday, October 17, 2009

Sheraton Universal Hotel
333 Universal Hollywood Dr., Universal City, CA
Cocktails 7:30 pm  Dinner 8:30 pm  Donation: $150
RSVP by October 2, 2009 Kindly contact: Hermine Janoyan (818) 388-5918 or Hilda Sinanian (818) 825-8582

« AGBU San Fernando Valley Chapter
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BID REQUEST

Qualified “B” licensed General Building Contractors are invited to
submit a sealed bid on Project E09-14, Module 11.6 to the Burbank-
Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority by 2:05 PM, October 7, 2009.
The Work includes, but is not limited to, the following: Installation of]
new doors, new windows, air conditioning, insulation and correctiop
of some code deficiencies for fifteen (15) single family homes
thirteen (13) unit Condo complex, two (2) duplexes and one (L)
guadplex for a total of thirty-six (36) units.
Bidders may obtain construction documents from the Bob Hopg
Airport Web Site at bobhopeairport.com under Business Opportuni
ties and are encouraged to do so prior to the mandatory pre-bid
conference. All Bidders shall register with the Airport Engineering
Department either via web site or in person. Bids submitted by firm
who have not registered with Airport Engineer
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G.Y.O. 1060 N. ALLEN
AVE. PASADENA, CA
91104
Norserount@sbcglobal.net
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T: (626) 797-7680
F: (626) 797-6863
massis2@earthlink.net

INVITATION FOR BIDS
(IFB)NO. 1677
THE ABATEMENT AND
DEMOLITION FORTHE
RENOVATION OF HACLA
HEADQUARTERS
(A FIVE STORY OFFICE BUILDING)

The Housing Authority of th
City of Los Angeles (HACLA) in
vites vendors to submit bids for The
Abatement and Demolition for the
Renovation of HACLA Headqua
ters (A Five Story Office Buildingrtj
located at 2600 Wilshire Boulevaid,
Los Angeles, CA 90057. Copies pf
the IFB may be obtained, at po
charge, at the Authority’s Genefal
Services Department, 2600 Wilshjre
Boulevard, Suite 3100, Los Ang-
les, CA 90057. Copies of the IHB
may also be downloaded from the
Internet at www.HACLA.org/cgd
Bids will be accepted at the salpe
location until 2:00 p.m. (local time),

September 30, 20009.
9/17, 9/24/09
CNS-1684596#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

ARMENIAN

PRESENTS

INDEPENDENCE DAY
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2009

VERDUGO PARK, GLENDALE « 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM
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ARAX PRESS

THE ARMENIAN OBSERVER
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FREE ADMISSION

Arls & Drafts - Food -

&gl

Kids Games « Backgammon Tournament

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

SAED - MAROUT HAGODMAN - SAMVIL SAHANAN - RANAK OAGHIADHAN
HEATC M BC AR A - HARDUT KR HOTYARN - MALGGIE - RAREN ALOYAN
LILAR DueAlE SOOI - EREBDUNI WANCE GRCe e . AND MANT OTHERS

- UNFSELC u22us

To Reserve Your Booth Please Contact Nor Serount Cultural Association 818-391-7938 norserount@shbcglobal.




