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Andrei Areshev: The Caucasus Map May
Become Unrecognizable

Eagle Scout Greg Artin Sagherian Rides on
Glendale's Rose Parade Float

Last year did not bring closer the Areshev said. “The negotiations may
solution to any of the South Caucasianlast as long as possible, which may
conflicts — the Nagorno-Karabakh, cause discontent with the process o
Abkhazian or Ossetian ones, Andreiresults. But any negotiations are better]
Areshev, Deputy Director General of than no negotiations or resumptions of] '
the Strategic Culture Foundation (Rus-conflicts,” the expert said. '
sia) told NEWS.am. Last year did not As regards the Armenia-Turkey
see any breakthrough in the Nagorno-reconciliation process, which, Areshev | |
Karabakh peace process, and “it issaid, was the most significant event in
unlikely in 2010 either.” 2009 and caused Armenians to experi-

“Maintaining the status quo seems ence ambivalent feelings, but the situ-
to be the most optimistic scenario for ation required concrete steps. “Unfor-
the region. The primary reason is tunately, there are the third parties,
Azerbaijan’s radical position on Azerbaijanandthe United States, which,
Nagorno-Karabakh’s future status,” according to some information, pro-
Areshev said. The situation is rather posed this initiative,” he said.
difficult, and an active information Any fundamental changes can
policy is a priority task for both Arme- hardly be expected in 2010. “As to the
nia and Azerbaijani authorities. This following years, | would prefer less
policy is in explaining to the mediators historicism, as we can witness rather
the essence of the conflict and thedynamic developments and may fail to
possible negative consequences tha@ecognize the map of the South
“unfreezing” may have. Caucasus,” Areshev said. If Ankara goes

“On the other hand, the Arme- on linking the Armenia-Turkey recon-
nian side is well aware that surrender-ciliation to the Nagorno-Karabakh peace

Eagle Scout Greg Artin Sagherian was selected one of the six floatfiders
on City of Glendale's Rose parade “America’s Pride” Float. The float deficted
an American bald eagle, the centerpiece of the City"sRse Parade entry.
The Eagle represents the highest rank in scouting and 2010 is thgq 100
anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America. 300 Eagle Scouts from variouf area
councils lead the float as it entered the Parade route.

The City of Glendale holds the distinction of being the second-ojdest

ing even one of the regions or a smallprocess, which is Azerbaijan’s wish, the
territory without any guarantees, with process will reach a stalemate.
no one able to give them, is fraught As regards the other conflicts in

continuous participant in the Rose Parade, making its first appearance irff 1911.
The Glendale Rose Float Association is responsible for recommendig the
design of the float and its riders, and raising funds for the float construftion.

with grave consequences for not only the South Caucasus — South Osseti
Nagorno-Karabakh, but also for Ar- and Abkhazia — Areshev pointed out
menia,” the expert said. that the situation is being consistently

As to the possibility of a new exacerbated, and the process will go Armenian Genocide
military conflict or the resumption of on. “Gross provocations are possible
old ones, Areshev does not rule it out. late in 2010 and early in 2011,” he said. For the first time in history of
On the other hand, he said that muchAlthough Russia recognized South the Armenians, aninternationally re-
depends on the conflicting parties. If Ossetia and Abkhazia as independennowned Muslim academic, profes-
they properly realize the actual estatestates, Georgia has not reconsiled withsor of Islamic studies in UK, Swit-
of affairs and the fact that any changesthe loss. Active militarization is under zerland, Japan, U.S, Tarig Ramada
of the status are possible only with way in Georgia, and, as before, underhas publicly recognized the Arme-
reliable international guarantees pro-the United States’ immediate direc- nian Genocide. Tarig Ramadan has
vided, the situation will remain un- tion. “Nothing has changed since the granted an exclusive interview to
changed. Nagorno-Karabakh’s statusBush Administration was in power — “Nouvelles d’Arménie Magazine”,
will mainly be negotiated in 2010, only it is not as public as before." first monthly magazine of the Arme-
nian community in France.

In answering a question from
Ara Toranian (editor): Do you and TarigRamadan
recognize you the Armenian Geno- was actually and historically geno-
cide ? Ramadan said: “I know and cide.” As regards the Genocide de-
recognize. For me, the historical re- nial, he said: “It is against the prin-
ality of Armenian genocide has not ciples of my religion and against the
ever made the shadow of a doubt weprinciples of human consciousness.
can [...] not deny the reality of what We can not deny the events.”

Turkey to Open Akhtamar Church

Muslim Academic Recognizes

Aliyev Claims International Support For
Karabakh ‘Autonomy’

Azeri President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan will never agree to that.”
has again ruled out the possibility of “The Armenians residing in
recognizing Nagorno-Karabakh’s se- Nagorno-Karabakh and the Azerbaijanis
cession from Azerbaijan and claimed that will be living there must live within
to have secured broad internationalthe framework of a status of autonomy,
support for the disputed territory’s and the most advanced international
return under Azerbaijani rule. experience must be applied in that .

In a New Year's address to the area,” he added. to WOl‘Shlp
nation, Aliyev spoke of “very impor- Other Azerbaijani officials also Munir Karaloglu, the regional million USD (2.6 million Turkish li-
tant steps” towards the resolution of stated in previous weeks that Baku cangovernor of the eastern Turkish prov- ras).
the Karabakh conflict which he said only grant Karabakh limited self-gov- ince of Van, said they would open the Karaloglu said he had contacted
were taken in the course of 2009.  ernance despite accepting peoples’Akhtamar Church to worship in Sep- the Ministry of Culture and Tourism

“The entire international com- right to self-determination as one of tember 2010. for opening of the church to worship,

munity and parties directly dealing with the core principles for resolving the “We expect all Armenian citizens and they would invite all Armenians to
this issue are demonstrating their will Armenian-Azerbaijani dispute. Both to a prayer at the Akhtamar Church onthe prayer in 2010.

on how the problem will be solved,” he territorial integrity and self-determina- September 12, 2010,” Karaloglu told The Akhtamar Church was con-
said, according to Azerbaijani media. tion were mentioned in a joint declara- AA correspondent. structed by architect bishop Manuel
“Itis very heartening that the dominant tion adopted in late October by top The Akhtamar Church on petween 915 and 921 A.D. under the
position is the one which Azerbaijan diplomats from Armenia, Azerbaijan Akhtamar Island on Lake Van was supervision of King Gagik I. Among
has asserted for many years. That isas well as three mediating powers: theopened in 2007 as a museum after itthe important pieces of Armenian ar-
the issue must be solved on the basis obnited States, Russia and France. was restored by the Turkish govern- chitecture, the church draws attrac-
international law, within the frame- In his speech, Aliyev again threat- ment between May 2005 and Octo- tion with its stone workmanship and
work of the territorial integrity of coun- ened to end the bitter conflict by force. per 2006. The restoration costed 1.7the relieves on its walls.
tries. “Today our army is capable of achiev-
“Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity  ing all objectives,” he said. “We have
was not, is not and will never be atopic all the possibilities of freeing our land
of negotiations. Nagorno-Karabakh will of occupation: both the military capac-
never become an independent state ..ity and the patriotic spirit.”

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
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The Wasted Decade Inside the Presidential Residence
By Harut Der-Tavitian Other ex-soviet republics did not go to and Out of It
that extreme despite owing Russia moreBy Hakop Badalyan sult of which several activists were
The progress of a nation comesthan tenfold of the amount owed by taken to hospital.
from individuals, whose quest for Armenia. On December 26, a reception And again zero impartiality.
higher ideals and values inspires the 4- The closure of the Al+ TV for the media representatives took Again, TV channels were silent. No

masses to follow their lead. Progressstation and the curtailment of free place at the residence of the presi-interest in shaping impartial and fa-
becomes achievable primarily in an speech and freedom of expression,dent. This event happens every yearyorable atmosphere for the future
environment where free speech andwhich derailed the normal progress of on the eve of the New Year. During generations and historians. While
freedom of expression are in high re-the nation. the reception organized before 2010,Serge Sargsyan had only one day
gard. We will suffice with the mention Serge Sargsyan held a speech dediearlier warned them to be impartial
Having this factin mind, we pub- of these points, without ignoring the cated to the impartiality of journal- for the future generations to have
lished an article ten years ago (at theabject irregularities committed during ists and media means, he dwelt onright ideas on the current Armenia.
close of not only the year 1999, but the the presidential and parliamentary elec-participation of the media in the cre- |s the case connected with Sil Con-
90’s decade, the 20th century and thetions, the trampling of the judicial sys- ation of the history of Armenia stress- cern not in Armenia? Are the HAK
second millennium too) entitled “The tem, the ongoing emigration, the abusesng that they need to be impartial for activists not beaten up in the current
best way to predict the future is to of the corrupt and oligopolic climate, the future generations to have right Armenia?
create it.” We concluded it with the etc. We should not forget the terrible ideas on the current history of Ar- Perhaps there is nothing to sur-
following paragraph “We have to re- tragedy of Oct, 27 that immediately menia. prise at in connection with all this.
place our partisan and communal preceded the decade. Almost within the same period The Armenian government is not
mindset with that of state-building, The “achievements” of when the reception was taking placenew to dwell on tolerance, impartial-
because after all we have established Serzh Sarkisian at the presidential residence, the of-jty, legality, democracy and other
our own independent state which en- 1- Having usurped power by the ficials of the & department, out of peautiful things but no concrete ac-
tails a modification in our reasoning. crime of Oct. 27, Robert Kocharian the resident of the president, weretion is taken up in this connection.
The development of the Armenian po- ended his regime with the slaughter ofcarrying out ungrounded and unex- Especially in 2009, the contrast be-
litical mindset through the holding of March 1, when Serzh Sarkisian wasplained checking in several enter- tween the words and the actions of
public debates and discussions will the “elected” president. The latter could prises belonging to Sil Concern, the government was quite bright.
become our assurance in overcominghave distanced himself from his workers of those organizations were The problem is the governmental
the challenges facing us and in creat-predecessor’s latest crime. He did not,taken to the police department. calculation. For example, what Serge
ing the future that we deserve.” thus assuming equal responsibility for Zero attention was paid to this Sargsyan’s calculation is when he
Ten years later, as we close thethe crime. If October 27 was a blow to event. TV channels which largely presents one reality by words and by
first decade of the 2icentury, a quick the head (leadership) of the Armeniandwelt on another reception taken actions does not even try to fight
retrospective look is enough to con- state, March 1 was the blow to the place days ago at the residence ofagainst the current reality, let alone
vince us that there was no nationalbody (people). The apathy that is evi- the president naturally in the light of the fact that perhaps he is the guar-
progress. The past ten years were alentamong Armenians of Armenia and exceptionally positive mood and on antee of the very reality. Does Serge
wasted decade, contrary to the lastthe Diaspora, is mainly as a result ofDecember 26, showed SergeSargsyan think that the society is
decade of the 20century, which was those crimes. Sargsyan’s speeches, no one knowgleceived and believes his words
characterized by two major achieve- 2- No matter how hard some why paid no attention to the"&e- rather than the reality surrounding
ments: namely the establishment of thecircles try to justify the signing of the partmentwhich mildly speaking pre- it? Does Serge Sargsyan sincerely
independent Republic of Armenia and Armenia-Turkey Protocols, its nega- sented tangible interest to Sil Con- think that the society may believe the
the liberation of the Armenian territo- tive effects has become evident, thuscern. tales about the kind king and think
ries of Artsakh. Regretfully it was also weakening our positions and opening a The media means, in particular that all the good in the country is the
characterized by the tragedy of Octo-divide among Armenia and the the TV channels which worked on result of Serge Sargsyan’s work and
ber 27, 1999, which undermined thoseDiaspora. Turkey has already comethose days because the press wagyhatis bad is the result of his rivals’
achievements. out victorious from the process while already in holidays either seem not towork? Hardly, because in case of
WHAT CHARACTERIZED Armenia is trying to contain the dam- have understood well Serge wish, the belief and the moods of the
THE PAST DECADE? age. Sargsyan’s appeal aboutimpartiality society are not difficult to be re-
Instead of delving into archival 3- During 2009 alone, Armenia’s or they did not consider it sincere. vealed. Perhaps, again in case of
materials, let’'s mention only those de- foreign debt has almost doubled with A day later, on November 27, wish, the same belief and moods are
velopments thatimmediately stand outthe burden of close to $1.8 billion in the activists of the Armenian Na- not difficult to be justified.
in our memory. Since 8 of those 10 new loans. A monopolistic minority is tional Congress who were spreading The whole problem is whether
years Armenia was ruled by Robert thriving at the expense of an economi-propaganda leaflets of the candidateserge Sargsyan really wants what he
Kocharian, let's start with his time.  cally deteriorating Armenia. at the Constituency No. 10 Nikol presents in his public speeches. Is
The “achievements” of 4- Protestors against the curtail- Pashinyan were again assaulted anthe the bearer of the values which he
Robert Kocharian ment of free speech and the freedombeaten up in the centre of Yerevan. Apresents in his speeches? As of now,
Having grabbed the president’'s of expression are being imprisoned group of people demanded fromthemSerge Sargsyan has not made any
post (1998-2008) through constitu- after show-trials. As a result the judi- to stop their activities and since the practice step to prove it. And no lack
tional violations and irregularities, ciary is wretched, yielding lackeys activists did not want to give it up, of the steps proving the opposite is
Kocharian proved that he was a man ofrather than honest patriots. force was used against them in re-felt.
limited intellect, devoid of the charac- 5- In difference to Robert
teristics of a visionary leader. Let's Kocharian’s contemptuous and self-
numerate some of his “achievements”.conceited mentality (which became 2009
1- He single-handedly excluded relevantthrough his violentand venge-
the Nagorno Karabakh Republic from ful actions) Serzh Sarkisian tries to
the Minsk negotiations format. He cover up that same mentality with
bragged about this during the presi-eloquent verbiage, without being able
dential debate with Stepan Demirchian.to hide his cynicism.
The detrimental effects of this action To better illustrate the above (g

being exerted to overcome its harms toany misinterpretation in paraphrasing
no avail. his statement, we present the follow-

a major aspect of Armenia’s foreign lican party: “Political stability does not
policy, with the unfounded expecta- mean fossilized intellect, stagnantide-
tion of pressuring Turkey. As a result ology or undisputable authority. Our
of this failed move, the fact of the depiction of political stability supposes
Armenian Genocide is now being ques-freedom of intellect. The factor of
tioned. Let’s not forget his infamous stability limits the shape but not the
declaration to Le Figaro, that Armenia content, it stimulates to invent and
does not have the legal basis to pursuereate but not to silence... Pointed

territorial claims from Turkey. debate should not be underestimated WWW maSSiswee k|y com
3- Major objects of strategic im- but we will secure our country’s po- ’ &
portance were transferred to Russia, U pdated every Fri day

under the “property for debt” deal. Continued on page 4
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Moral Support Requested from Diaspora Armenians

By Sarkis Y. Karayan, M.D. | summarize the details of this school, the police opened a criminal ing the countries of the world accord-
petition which show the most dishon- case. Police violated the requireding to the degree to which corruption
According to several press re- est aspects of the current regime intimelines for opening the case andis perceived to exist among public
ports from Armenia during the lasttwo Armenia: used unjustified extensions. They fo- officials and politicians. The Organi-
months, corruption in various aspects During April-June 2008, a group cused on the testimony of only one zation defines corruption as “ the
of life in Armenia has risen again to an of young people worked as volunteerswitness, who under pressure from herabuse of entrusted power for private
unprecedented level. Popular demon-in the village of Nubarashen Special teachers and parents was forced togain”.

strations have placards stating “Si- School No.11. (Nubarashen is locatedwithdraw her depositions. Volunteers The Perception Index score
lence does not bring honor. Sexualsouth-east of Yerevan. It was built by engaged in the proceedings as wit-(CPI) relates to perception of the
abuse is criminal.” the financial assistance of Boghos nesses were notduly notified about thedegree of corruption as seen by busi-

As a physician practicing pediat- Nubar pasha , and called Nubarasherdetails of the criminal case. Their in- ness people and cou ntry analysts and
rics for the past fifty years, this report in 1930. In 1938, its name was changedterrogations were accompanied byranges between 10 (highly clean) and
is of special interest and concern toto Sovedashen. In 1990, it becamepsychological pressure by the police. 0 (highly corrupt). The CPI score for
me. The abuses inflicted on children in Nubarashen, again). This school is a From the very first day, pre- Armenia for the year 2004 was 3, for
Armenia are totally unacceptable to beneficiary of the United Nation’s “Ten investigation was biased and focused2005 was 2.9. This means the year of
any one living in a civilized country.  Best Schools Projects”. Young volun- on shifting the blame to the group of 2005 conditions in Armenia were worse

Corruption in Armenia is no se- teers were engaged in renovating thevolunteers. In August 2009, the men-than during 2004.
cret to Armenians in Armenia or in computer room, teaching schoolchil- tioned case was actually turned against For the year 2006, the CPI was
Diaspora. Unfortunately Armenia is dren various subjects and skills. Thethe leader of the volunteer group again 2.9:for the year 2007, it went up
reported as one of the most corruptvolunteers through their work and in- Mariam Sukhudyan, who the police to 3; for the year 2008 it was 2.9: and
countries in the world. During the last teraction with the children of the school charged with a false report with the finally for the current year of 2009, the
five years, | have been very much observed and heard about multiple prob-prospect of imprisonment for up to 5 CPI for Armenia is down to 2.7.
interested in the corrupt condition in lems and abuses taking place at theyears. The predisposed attitude to- The Transparency International
our fatherland, and have published ar-school, including the following: wards the case culminated in a state-Corruption Report states that a “A CPI
ticles about this deplorable condition (a) Though the mentioned school ment by the head of he police Alik score of 5 or less means the country
inthe English-Armenian mediain USA, is an establishment intended exclu-Sargsyan at a press conference orhas a serious corruption problem”.
in Massis Weekly, Nor Gyank and the sively for children with special needs, August 21, 2009, where he clearly The Transparency International
Armenian Observer. in fact it enrolled a number of healthy violated the principle of the presump- presents at the end of each year the

My first article titled “Quo Vadis children, who attime of medical checks tion of innocence. CPI of each country in a tabular form,
Armenia” was published in the De- were instructed to pretend to have It is stated also that since raising thus one can compare the degree of
cember issue of 2005, in Decemberdisabilities. the issue of ill-treatment and sexual cleanliness or corruption of a county
issues of Nor Gyank and Armenian (b) Quality of food was bad and harassmentin Nubarashen School N11with other countries for example.
Observer. The second article titled children were constantly underfed of- there has been no proper reaction byArmenia’s scores are nothing to be
“Corruption in Armenia, Not Under ten preferring a piece of bread over theArmenian State institutions, in spite of proud of, as we can see:

Control” was published in the October proposed meals. Leftovers were usedthe fact that similar situations exist in Year CPI score
2007 issues of Massis, and Nor Gyank.to feed the school principal’'s pigs, other boarding schools ( e.g.MassCountry rank
My third article, titled “Corruption in  turkeys and dogs being kept on themedia reported about abuses in 2003 3 77
Armenia, Always Going Up”, appeared school ground. Nubarashen Special School N 18, andout of 133 countries
in the December 2008 issue of Massis. (c)Sanitary situation was unsat- Vardashen Special Educational Com- 2004 3.1 88
Fkdrk isfactory. Children were taking bathes plex). Unfortunately authorities have out of 145 countries

On September 8, 2009, Trans- once in a week or even once in everytried to cover up the real issues and 2005 2.9 88
parency International Anti-Corruption two weeks. blame those who dared to speak outout of 158 countries
Centerin Yerevan, reported that twenty (d) Child labor was used by the about them. 2006 2.9 93
non government organizations (NGOs) school principal and other personnelin ik out of 193 countries
have appealed to International organi-their housework. | feel that two terms used in this 2007 3 99
zations to draw their attention to the (e) Children were often treated article should be defined to make clearout of 179 countries
recent human rights abuses with re-brutally, sometimes being subject to to the reader their meanings. 2008 2.9 109
spect to the violation of children’s corporal punishment by school per- 1. Non-government organization out of 180
rights, suppression of freedom of sonnel. , abbreviated usually as NGO. 2009 2.7 120
expression and failure to ensure fair (f) Several cases of sexual abuse “A Non-Governmental organiza- out of 180 countries
trial. of children by one of the school's tion is a legally constituted non-gov- For the year 2009, the figures

The following are some of the teachers were reported. The teacheernmental organization created by le-given above means that Armenia ranks
NGOs that have appealed to the Inter-blamed for sexual abuse chose to leavegal persons with no participation or 120" among 180 countries, which
national Organizations, both in Arme- the school, to engage in creative work-representation of any government”. means that there are 119 countries in
nia and in Diaspora “Helsinki Citizens writing. Nevertheless, the issue of 2. TRANSPARENCY INTER- the world that are less corrupt than
Assembly Armenian Committee”, sexual harassment of children was notNATIONAL, (TI) is the only interna- Armenia and only 60 countries that are
“Helsinki Committee of Armenia”, "In-  tackled. tional non-governmental organiza- worse than Armenia.
vestigative Journalists”, “Journalists’ And the saga continues.... tion, in the world, devoted to combat-

Club Asbarez”, “Lawyers for Human The NGO volunteers held ameet- ing corruption, brings civil society, ieldehod
Rights”, “Yerevan Press Club”, “Youth ing with Bagrat Yesayan, then a Deputy business and governments together in The petition from the NGOs con-
for Democracy”; “Transparency In- Minister of Education and Science anda powerful coalition, It was estab- cludes that,”since raising the issue of
ternational Anti-corruption Center”, Stepan Aslanian, a Member of thelished in 1993 with main offices in ill treatment and sexual harassment in
“Arena of Education”, “Committee for National Assembly of The Republic of Berlin and London, U.K. Transpar- Nubarashen Special SchoolN11, there
Protection of Freedom of Expression”. Armenia. There was no adequate reacency International, through its Inter- has been no proper reaction by Arme-

The strong appeal of the Non tion from these official persons. national Secreteriat, and more than 85nian state institutions”.
government organizations mentioned [Let me add a note about the independent national chapters around Moreover, in addition to the pro-
above reads as follows: person called Bagrat Yessayan. Hethe world, works at both the national test of NGO’s about corruption in

“We appeal to you, those who are has been during 2005, an adviser to theand international level to curb both the Armenia mentioned above, other cor-
located inside our country as well asthen President Kocharian on anti-cor- supply and demand of corruption. ruption news from Armenia are as
those working abroad, to use your ruption measures in Armenia. At that In the international arena, Tl follows:
mandate and leverage to protect hu-time , in 2005, he was questioned raises awareness about the damaging ( a) few days ago , it was made
man rights and access to justice inabout corruption in the country, and effects of corruption, advocates policy public by the Armenian government
Armenia. We are compelled to requesthe cast doubt on the credibility of reform, works towards the implemen- that the financial assistance to the
your assistance in promoting our above-corruption in Armenia, saying that tation of multinational conventions. At orphans’ housing projects that was
mentioned demands and anticipate yourmeasuring the scale of corrupt prac-the national level, chapters work to planned a year ago, has not been
due consideration and response to outices is a bad idea in the first place’. increase levels of accountability , moni- carried out. Apparently the money al-
petition. Yesayan's response was that “Cor-toring the performance of key institu- located has somehow disappeared?!!!

ool ruption is a phenomenon which is im- tions and pressing for necessary re- (b) A News Release from the US

The three page Petition was sentpossible to measure, just as itis impos-forms in a non party political manner. Embassy in Yerevan, dated June 16,
to the “Diplomatic Missions and Inter- sible to measure love and other phe- ekl 2009 states: “Armenia is primarily a
national Organizations in Armenia and nomena.” Since 1995, Transparency Inter- source country for women and girls
International Human Rights Organiza- Three months after these eventsnational has published an annual Cor-
tions worldwide. were revealed about Noubarashenruption Perception Index (CPI) order- Continued onpage 4
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Three Generations of Christmas Trees ATP Creates a Green Future for Communities

By Lucy Toutjian ing our endless nomadic life in many in Armenia
countries and just our last move to the

Life was very simple and traditions USA, our oldest Christmas tree suddenly YEREVAN --
were a living part of our daily activities vanished. | do not recall the exacttime, |, 2009 Armenis
on the Mediterranean island of Cyprus nor the details and circumstances of its,ge Pro’ject (ATP
where | spent most of my childhood. mysterious disappearance. In any caseplanted more thah
Our Christmas tree was a live branchhowever, | can positively say that it had 56 000 trees at doz
from a pine tree, and all the goodies thatalready completed its cycle of useful life a5 of urban and rd

we had was nuts, raisins, some driedand was ready for the ultimate recycling. ;5 sites around th

fruits, and oranges. And volunteer Having settled in Southern Cali- ¢oyntry as part o
groups going from door to door singing fornia with our two sons and our daugh- j;¢ Community Treg :
old Christmas carols. ter around us, we started buying fresh,p|aniing (CTP) pro

My first decorated Christmas tree, live Christmas trees for some time. This gram The huge pult- |
however, was after our marriage, when|atest tradition, too, gradually came to an|ic de.mand for treek
we already had two children. We had end after all three of them got married. 5 the professions
just returned to our permanent home in Many years later, when our daugh- capacity of ATP pro
Beirut, Lebanon, after having spent theter had two wonderful daughters of her gram  staff, along
preceding three years in Kuwait where own, we felt the need for a new kind of it the pro’ductio + 4
my husband worked on some construc-tree for the sake of our grand daughters o it and decora-ATP Diaconia Settlement
tion projects. We went downtown in We bought, therefore, a new variety of 4iye trees at the Karin
Beirut to a well-known store which had artificial miniature Christmastree fifteen 5, Khachpar nurseries, resulted incommunity, near the St. Trinity Church
everything required for the occasion. inches high and teninches in diameter aihe planting of 56,244 trees in 2009. which has been a model ATP site.

We bought a five-foot tall artificial but ‘its lowest part.  This was in addition to the 1,000,000  Another noteworthy example of
beautiful Christmas trge with a varied ' Ourdaughte.r came to have dinner oforestation seedlings planted at sev-ongoing cooperation was the tree plant-
assortment of decoration. _ with us recently with her family. Before g4 sites in the Lori region. ing initiated by ATP and HSBC Bank at
I spent the next day decorating our their arrival, | took out our partly deco- ATP’s programs create a num- the Diaconia Settlement of Hope. To-
Christmas tree with the help of my rated_new mini Christmas tree, and eV-por of valuable co-benefits for com- gether with the residents of the settle-
husband and three-year old son. Ourerything else that we had stored away, tnunities, which include tree planting ment, ATP and HSBC staff and fami-
daughter was only three months old decorate our home for Christmas. After johs that provide a reliable source of lies planted 500 fruit and decorative
then, so she could not directly partici- dinner, | asked our nine-year old grand-jncome and fruit tree harvests thattrees in the backyards of the family
pate in the fun. But | remember how shedaughter Arlene and ourfour-and-a-halfprovide nutrition and food security. In homes. ATP began working in this
enjoyed WatChing the Shiny little ObjeCtS year old Annie whether they would like 2009, ATP’s trees prOdUCGd a harvestneighborhood for disadvantaged fami-

and the colorful balls of differentsizes as to help me to put in shape our tree for ot 200 g65 kg (442,390 pounds) of liesin 2005, when there were very few

beginning with the shiny star on top, literally delighted with the idea, as they Fruit trees planted by ATP in- a green and beautiful district, full of
then the smaller balls on the upper parthad been waiting for the occasion for ¢,de apricot, wild apple, peach, and fruit and decorative trees planted by
and lastly the larger ones on the lowerquite afew weeks. They jumped up with pear, and nut trees include pistachioATP.

part of the tree. On completion, it was joy and both started to help me with the 54 wainut. The fruit was harvested at Similar tree plantings were orga-
a beautlfully dec_orated joyful tree yVIth decorationintheirunique, freshlyimagi- 11g sites around the country, and wasnized by ATP at other institutions,
warm red lights in the shape of mistle- native ways. We were all surprised at;seq by the local schools, hospitals,schools, and churches in Yerevan and

toes twinkling through the branches.  the speed and thoroughness with whichang other community institutions.  Armenia’s regions this year. Hnaberd
) Th'S" tree was, in our own way, they completed their task. ATP’s Community Tree Planting School, American University of Arme-
recycled” by us for many years, mean- Withinless thanan hour, ourhome o4ram hosts a number of ceremonialnia, Hay Aspet NGO, Tsiternakaberd

ing re-used, at Christmas times. Wheninterior was entirely beautified and illu- {oe planting events with partner orga- Genocide Memorial, and the Chess
she was old enough, our daughter tookminated with the latest of the miraculous nizations throughout the year. This Academy are only a few of the numer-
over fche decorgtlng tas!(, apd she felttrees. The bright lights twinkled again fall, Synopsis Armenia staff and their ous sites that have been re-greened
such joy and pride in doing it. I would through the tiny branches. So did thegamilies joined with ATP to plant 500 and beautified through ATP’s Com-

only help her with a few additions. ~alert bright eyes of our grand-daughters,eyergreen trees in the Malatia Sebastianunity Tree Planting program.
Nearly two decades ago, after afilled with the awe and wonder of Christ-

long and dutiful Christmas service dur- mas. The Wasted Decade
Moral Support Requested from Diaspora Armenians  Continuedfrompage 2 construct the North-South “Vertebra”

_ ' highway, nor populate Latchin (forget
Continuedfrom page 3 cial sex acts”. litical stability by selecting the path of about Martakert and Shoushi) and thus

_ _ _ Orphaned girls are special tar- political dialogue. It is possible to be reinforce our position on our lands,
trafficked to the United Arab Emirates gets for human trafficking from Ar- tough with ideas, but not with the ones despite having raised more than $100

and Turkey for the purpose of com- menia to abroad. who express them.” Since these ideal-million?

mercial sexual explqltatlon.... The There is no doubt that Armenia jstic expressions have nothing in com- - What tangible outcome did we

Government of Armenia does notfully needs badly the moral support from mon with the practice of this adminis- get from the Armenia-Diaspora and

comply with the minimum standards the Diaspora Armenians. tration, therefore they insult the intel- other big-name conventions?

forthg gllmlnqtlon thrgfflcklng; how- falalekbad . ligence of Armenians. - Why did we spend hundreds of

ever it is making significant efforts to Please refer to the following To manifest our use of the milliondollarsto construct“elite” build-

do so”....Armenian border officials websites for additional information and «yasted decade” terminology, we in- ings at the center of Yerevan, instead

have not specifically monitored emi- pictures: vite you to answer the following ques- of addressing the poor condition of the

gration and immigration patterns for http://www.transparency.am/ tjons. Earthquake zone, as well as those of

evidence of human trafficking, and news.php?id=229&inside=1 - Why did the depopulation of border villages, thus stemming the flow

the government made no discernable http://www.usa.am/news/2009/ Armenia grow, when it was register- of depopulation?

efforts to reduce demand for commer- june/news061609_arm.php ing “double digit” economic growth? - Why do those who lose their
- Where did “Armenia, the island legal cases in Armenia find justice at

833 W. Glenoaks Blvd. Glendale, CA 91202 (818) 240-0065 of democracy” disappear? the European court?
- What made those who came to - Why do ex-officials speak about

power with the slogan of “no-compro- the shortcomings of Armenia only af-
; mise” change their minds and becometer leaving power?
De. H“:E#,E;m“““m proponents of “counter-compromise”? - Even when we disregard all the
= - Why are those who bragged of sums looted by the oligarchs of Arme-
pressuring Turkey find themselves nia, wouldn’t those looted by Robert
under pressure, feeling obligated toKocharian and Serge Sarkisian alone

Dyr. Anahid Ekmekdjian

Chiroprattar

accept demeaning terms imposed onhave been enough to populate their

us? native Artsakh, thus de-facto contrib-

Fhd mhmeakbbpo b doboibpe Popehpupphp pacdo: - Why was it possible to attach uting to the solution of Nagorno

Gphrmgur, fuh, dkeph, foquyil b dlpwimnpl gukp: Armenia to Karabakh through the con- Karabakh problem to our favor?
Pophmpmpdh dpuph blmbabpad gunmhod M struction of the Goris-Stepanakert In conclusion we ask: having in
IJhmun:;pﬂFhl:pn: pnldmu": : “r s . ” . “ : ”

_ | Life Highway” at the cost of $15 mind the “achievements” of the past
Zbp wennpenuphiup dbp dowhngnophoh k million, but it has not been possible to decade, at this rate where would we be

at the end of the coming decade?
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Rbpfdngp, fpp hiplpmy mwguputipl
Skgp 1977-79h Swlwutpn -
g (frasgud: Smlimyp® iy wi-
by gy mmplubpnch 5L9 b
quntinchp ke ng np o flulf Lp
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nt hwlnbu §'ppub’ wjppne-
pbwl hwdwnp:

Mhwh dopbd vw hwrwwnfh
pnjliny (bgniG ulphp,

np  wnopflibpnt untwm
Updnilylbpny opbp i opopk

nt jp wunwlwnk unipp gulb-
Yniphillbp...

4p thbwnunt whjhnt fwfnip
Jwupowlbp
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u[l.uzmnl_ﬁ[u_il» ulilnl_ill‘lil ilb[ngln_:

bp[[lluounl_[;[u_ilﬂ l[ﬁ zwpnl_iuul[nl_[l,
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nl_w&[ﬂl Lﬂ;g, Fulilulllmbllb’ﬂ rpuir -
mmedp: Plgmbu fmpbyf b wyphy
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Uny wd prg wmuinedbwlfits, oo
nphck whwbnbu=d hugq dp hog-
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buly wpmnty® Tewo Upnibuift
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phipPremdfils S50 hp fpuppuitip:
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nh(...
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pelspreprae [t uns prragg 9 oS usfas fpus=
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k__ ABA. INSURANCE SERVICES

SERVING SINCE 1975

BEDROS .
NIARONIAN

(818) 500-9585

CA LIC. #0494056 » BMaronian@AOL.com

FAX 900-9308 ABA INSURANCE SERVICES 805 E

. Broadway . Glendale, I”L 91E|:|J
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Yes, | wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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1060 North Allen Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91107
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MISSION

WINE & SPIRITS

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

Pasadena Glendale

1801 E Washington Blvd. 825 W Glenoaks Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91104 Glendale, CA 91202
626-797-0500 818-242-0683




