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Internationa Rights Advocates Demand Levon Ter-Petrosian:
Release Of Armenian Political Prisoners Serzh Sarkisian Will Make Concessions

"l am inclined to think that Serzh ingthe presidenttoresign and call snap
Sarkisian will sign the Madrid docu- national elections. Ter-Petrosian also
ment proposed by the OSCE Minsk added that he thinks Sarkisian will sign
Group Co-Chairs as an ultimatum, athe document, as in this case he will at
document that provides for immediate least get guarantees of personal secu-
return of five regions of Nagorno- rity, including political asylum, from
Karabakh to Azerbaijan,” Levon Ter- the international community.
Petrosian, leader of the opposition Ar- Ter-Petrosian also claimed that
menian National Congress (ANC), PresidentRobertKocharian's perceived
stated at a rally in Yerevan on April 6. attempts to return to active politics are

Sarkisian has a hard choice toa further indication that the current
make: either signing the Madrid docu- Armenian administration is in serious
ment, which will evoke a violent reac- trouble. Kocharian does not think that
tion on the part of both the present andSarkisian will weather the storm and is
the former partners in the ruling coali- keen to “save his skin,” he said.
tion, or rejectitin orderto gaintime. In The ANC leader also stressed
any case, he will have to go back on histhat there is no sense in talking about
promises to the international commu- the normalization of Armenian-Turk-
nity and find himself under serious ish relations now, as this process is
international pressure. immediately linked to the Nagorno-

: : , - . ' . “The paradox of the situation is Karabakh peace process. “We have
Iranian human rights campalgnerShlrm Ebad! (L) and F.IDH President Souhayr that in both cases Serzh Sarkisian willrepeatedly stated that, and our fore-
Belhassen greet Armenians attending oppositionrally in Yerevan undoubtedly lose power,” he said, urg- casts are coming true,” he said.

~ YEREVAN -- Organizers of an ot Armenia, be aware that you are not . . .
international human rights conference 5one ” she said. “Human rights advo- Turklsh-Armenlan HlStOl‘y Panel

in Yerevan joined on Tuesday thou- -5tes from 151 countries have ioined ¢ ’ P
ec or j joine Unacceptable’ To Sarkisian
sands of Armenians in demanding theyou to disseminate your voice of pro- P

immediate release of opposition SUp-est around the world.” Serzh Sarkisian has reportedly re-to assure Armenian critics of the proto-
porters remaining in prison, sparking “| myself used to be a political jected as “unacceptable” the idea of acols that the panel would not seek to
jubilant scenes at a rally held by the yisoner and demand that all political joint Turkish-Armenian study of the determine whether the massacres con-
opposition Armenian National Congress prisoners be set free without any con-Armenian genocide stituted genocide. Turkish leaders have
(HAK). ) ditions,” Ebadi added before unfurling “The creation of a [Turkish-Ar- implied the opposite, however.
_Leaders of the International Fed- ith Belhassen an HAK banner with menian history] commission would make “The main thing for Ankara is only
eration for Human Rights (FIDH) and ppotographs of the jailed opposition- sense only if Turkey finally confessedits to delay decisions,” “Der Spiegel” quoted
their partner campaigners from aroundgg. guilt,” he said in an interview with the Sarkisian as saying. “Every time the
the world chanted “Freedom!” in Ar- Ebadi and the FIDH leaders, joined German magazine Der Spiegel publishedparliaments or governments of foreign
menian and made victory signs to the,y some conference participants, leftover the weekend. “After that scholars states try to adopt genocide resolutions,
crowd during a surprise appearance agpe hijllside square in downtown would be able to jointly determine the they would say, ‘Let’s first wait for the
the rally timed to coincide with the yereyan, a traditional venue for street causes of that tragedy.” findings of the historical commission.”
start of the three-day forum. gatherings, to rapturous applause. Their In two protocols signed last Octo- “Setting up such a commission
~ "Mydearfriends, the entire FIDH yresence and rousing speeches were her, the Armenian and Turkish govern- would mean calling into question the fact
is with you,” the FIDH chairwoman, major public relations coup for mentsagreed to set up several “subcomef the genocide perpetrated against our
Souhayr Belhassen, said in an emo-prmenia’s leading opposition force and missions” specializing in various areas people,” he said.
tional ;peech.,,“We want freedom for jis 1op leader, Levon Ter-Petrosian. of mutual interests. Sarkisian acknowledged in the maga-
the prisoners.” . “In effect, the International Fed- One of those subcommissions zine interview that the rapprochement is
_ Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel Prize- gration for Human Rights and our rally would engage in an “impartial scientific now “unraveling.” “The Turks are con-
winning activist from Iran, echoed paye ynited today,” Ter-Petrosian said examination of historical documents and stantly demanding concessions from us.
that demand just as emphatically, de-jy an ensuing speech. “We have held aarchives.” This was widely seen as anBut that is not possible,” he said, referring

scribing the more than a}'doggn impris-gint conference.” official euphemism for a joint examina- to Ankara’s linkage between Turkish rati-
oned oppositionists as “political pris- Continuedonnage4  fion Of the Armenian massacres. fication of the préocols and a resolution
oners.” “The freedom-loving people pag Official Yerevan has been at pain of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.
4 Armenian Men Killed in North Hollywood  Serzh Sarkisian To Meet With U.S. President
Restaurant Shooting Barack Obama in Washington
LOS ANGELES -- Authorities Three of the men died at the Serzh Sarkisian will meet U.S. With Turkish Prime Minister

have identified the four men killed in a scene, while the fourth died at a hospi-President Barack Obama during hisRecep Tayyip Erdogan also due in
shooting at a San Fernando Valleytal. Two other people were wounded visit to Washington next week, For- Washington next week, observers be-
restaurant, as the search for the gunand are expected to survive. eign Minister Edward Nalbandian said lieve the U.S. administration will use
man continues, reports AP. Investigators believe the victims on Wednesday. the forum for a last-ditch attempt to
In a statement Sunday, Los An- in Saturday’s shooting at the Hot Spot “We are confident that the up- salvage the normalization Turkish-Ar-
geles police named those killed as: 28-Cafe in Valley Village were targeted, coming meeting of the presidents of menian normalization agreements
year-old Harut Baburyan; 26-year-old said Deputy Chief Kirk Albanese. Armenia and the United States will give signed last October.
Sarkis Karadjian; 31-year-old Vardan “We don't have a crazed gunman new impetus, a new quality to our Asked about the possibility of a
Tofalyan; and 25-year-old Hayk running around North Hollywood that bilateral relations,” he told journalists. meeting between Sarkisian and
Yegnanyan. No hometowns or other presents an immediate threat to public Sarkisian is among foreign lead- Erdoganinthe U.S. capital, Nalbandian
information was released. safety, to anyone in their homes or ers that will participate in a summit on said “no such agreement has been
Investigators believe the victims businesses in the area,” Albanese saidnuclear security in Washington sched-reached as yet.” But he noted that a
in Saturday’s shooting at the Hot Spot “However, this is also not a random uled for April 12-13. U.S. Secretary of senior Turkish diplomat, Feridun
Cafe in North Hollywood were tar- act of violence, this was an intentional State Hillary Clinton invited himto the Sinirlioglu, is currently in Yerevan
geted. act.” summit in a phone call last month.  holding talks with Armenian leaders.
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Press Release Issued by the British-Armenian Glendale City Annual Genocide
All-Party Parliamentary Group Commemorative Events

“ « . GLENDALE -- Glendale officials
A “Short debate “ which lasted between Turkey and Armenia, and pre have announced that the Gity will host

one hour took place on Monday 29 sented its reasons for not labelling . .
March 2010 in the Grand Committee these massacres genocide: “ genocidé31 serlg;s, of special progr?ms Te welek
Room of the House of Lords - British is a precise term and its use is bestmc Apri 18'23. as part o 't‘; nhua
Parliament - following the Question assessed by a competent Court,,mCommemoratlve Ev'er?ts. The events
tabled by the Baroness Cox of “thereis no court with the authority to are free and the publicis encouraged tq
Queensbury asking the British Gov- make such an asessment” ..., she re_attenz. blood dri il be held
ernment “whether they will reconsider fused the BAAPPG'’s request to send a5 ind :0 i 1gvfe Wi 10 € te 4on
their position with regard to the recog- representative to the Genocide Com- ur;] ay, ?\;IGI ’ (;o:n v an;] g bm,
nition as genocide of the events in memoration Events and said“sendinggltlt1 ?NK %h en ge OUtF enter,
Armenia from 1915 to 1917". a government representative might: o estnut Street.  For more
Baroness Cox started the pro- suggest recognition “ ... “Ministers, mforrpratlon call 818'24.3'3444'M :
ceedings by declaring her interest as “not officials, are responsible for the Inhum\;Vr?ite\':grll\EIZnOv(\:/iLlllsi)r:ethTd ataphz
Chairman of the British-Armenian All- statements they make to Parliament “Glendale yCentraI Librarv. 222 East
Party Parliamentary Group “and con- Replying to Baroness Cox and H d Street. On M dy’ Aoril 19 e
tinued by presenting a forceful , well- referring to the latest adoptions and arvar. reet. n vVionday, Apri 15, == :
o - . " ~from 6:30 pm to 9 pm, there will be an RobertA.Papazian
documented and convincing argumen-resolutions regarding the Armenian . . d trv. Then on d bert A P .
tation validating that recognition . Lord genocide in the US Congress and th evening of MUsIC and poetry. Award producer Robert A. Papazian.
Avebury (Vice-Chair BAAPPG ) sup- Swedish Parliament, she said “those hursday, Aprll 22, ”O”.‘ ! pm.to 9 There W|II'aIso be pgrformanc_es by
ported the motion, argued for the “au- have not changed the UK government’sp.m’ there will be an evening of discus- the Armenian Dramatlc_ Arts A”'f"‘“ce
thenticity of the Blue Book “ which views” .. and ..”neither the US nor the sionon modern Qay slavgry. and' f[he Glendal.e Philharmonic. 'In
now the British government classifies Swedish government has changed its The C|ty_ will host its annu_al add|t|on_, there_ W'“ also be a special
as “ war propaganda” and asked theposition as a result of these votes” commgmoratlorj of the'Armenlan candlgllght_ _V'g'l pe'rformance by
Minister —in this case Baroness Kinnock Responding to Lord Avebury she _Genomde on Friday, April 23, start- A_ntranlg K_lzman an(_jJNan Kasparyan.
representing the government — to “ said “our Embassy in Ankara can ing at 7 pm., at the Alex Theatre, 216 Tickets will be .avallable 'at the Alex
help open a dialogue between British certainly assist in passing on a IetterNorth Bram_j Bouleva_rd. Keynote Theatre box ofﬁce on April 19. Doors
and Turkish parliamentarians for an from UK parliamentarians to their Turk- speaker this year will be Emmy will open at 6:15 pm.
appraisal of the events of 1915-16" . ish counterparts inviting dialogue over . .
Lord Hylton ( Member BAAPPG ) the validity of the Blue Book”, deplored  Presentation on “America’s Response to the
suggested that Turkey should recog-the negative response received from
nize the genocide for “ honor to be Turkish parliamentarians and recom-

Armenian Genocide Then and Now"

satisfied” and suggested that “* the mended “reconciliation which we all at NAASR
current clamor has already harmed thewant”. _
détente that was beginning between Regarding the threats made re- BELMONT, MA --The National gnd the Armenian Genocide: 1915-

Turkey and Armenia ... “ and Baroness cently by the Turkish government to Association for Armenian Studies and 1927 * Moranian is a member of
Rawlings- supporting the motion al- deport over 100.000 Armenians from Research (NAASR) will presenta pro- NAASR’s Board of Directors and is
though not using the word “ genocide” Turkey, she said “there is no immedi- gram entitled “America’s Response to president of the Armenian International
- deplored ” the massacres of up toate plan to deport illegal Armenian the Armenian Genocide: Then and\yomen’s Association. She is the au-
one and half million Armenians” and immigrants“ ... Turkey does not dis- Now,” on Wednesday, April 28, 2010, thor of American Missionaries and the
referring to the recent Turkish-Arme- criminate against Armenians working at 7:30 p.m. at the NAASR Center, 395 Armenian Question: 1915-1927.
nian relations asked accurate and perin Turkey* ...comments made to us by Concord Ave., Belmont, MA. NAASR Academic Affairs Director and
tinent questions. Turkish politicians have underlined the This program reprises part of the \sjce-president of the Society for Ar-
Lord Maginnis of Drumglass in tolerance shown by Turkey towards recentconference “America’s Responsemenjan Studies Marc Mamigonian will
his negative attempts said “Turkey hasmigrants” ... and “itis for the Turkish to the Armenian Genocide: From nresent“Turkish-Armenian ‘Reconcili-
guarded Europe’s freedom and wegovernment to manage migration is- Woodrow Wilson to Barack Obama” ation’ and the Road to Obama’s ‘Medz
must not alienate further our Turkish sues in line with their international held at the Massachusetts Institute ofyeghern.
friends”. Lord Kilclooney reduced the obligations”. Technology on March 13. Conference Admission to the event is free
genocide to “ a conflict between Chris- On EU membership she said “ the co-organizer Dr. Bedross Der Matossian gonations appreciated). The NAASR
tians and Muslims”, and said” itwould issue ( she did not use the word geno-of MIT will provide an introduction to  center is located opposite the First
be better not to support the Motion”. cide ) is not a precondition for mem- the evening, describing the goals andarmenian Church and next to the U.S.
Lord Waverley ( who recently on be- bership” .. but Turkey must maintain results of the conference, and will servepgs; Office. Ample parking is available
half of the Azerbaijani governmentwas what is called a good neighbourly rela- @s moderator. around the building and in adjacent
attempting to found a British- tion with countries in the region , Two of the speakers at that con- gregs. The lecture will begin promptly
NKarabakharabakh Parliamentary including Armenia”. ference, Dr. Suzanne Moranian andat 7:30 p.m.
Group) reminded the floor that “Tur- She referred to Karabagh by Marc Mamigonian, will presentslightly More information about the lec-
key has made an accord with Armenia, mentioning the Minsk Group and re- expanded versions of their papers. Dr.yre s available by calling 617-489-
with a view to friendship” and Lord vealed that Chris Bryant , Minister for Moranian, who holds aPh.D. inHistory 1610, faxing 617-484-1759, e-mailing
Wallace of Saltaire revealed that -in Europe , has “ lobbied his ( Turkish ) from the University of Wisconsin, will  hg@naasr.org, or writing to NAASR,
India -“Britain’s hands too were not counterpart to encourage progress inspeak on “America’s Foreign Policy 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478.
clean of massacres “, deplored thethe normalisation of relations with Ar-
faith of the Armenians, said” now we menia”.
have the least bad Turkish Govern- Responding to Baroness Rawlings 833 W. Glenoaks Bivd. Glendale, CA 91202 (818) 240-0065
ment that we have had in my lifetime”, questions and pointing to the little time
sympathised with the present Turkish left for Debate , she promised to “ give

government who has to deal with “ the her a written answer as soon as pos Dr. Missak Ekmekdjian
deep state, the secularists, the judi-sible” and said that “ politically the UK _ Chireprastor
ciary and the army ... and is caught Government continues to urge both
between Azerbaijan and Armenia” ” the Armenian and Turkish governments Dr. Anahid Ekmekdjian
and concluded by recommending sup-to move forward with the normalisation . | Chircpraster
port for rapproachement and “ better process and to find ways to reconcile
relations”. their differences”...and said “ in-coun- ;
Baroness Kinnock expressed thetry, our ambassadors are engaged o Uit mbmoeargibipon b doiacyibpn Bopafpopphp poodoo:
British government's “regrets*, praised the issues”. ’ Fihrmgun, uh, teph, joquykb & gkl gunbp:

Mrpbmympdh fparph bhmbokbpog sambiod
ybmmnumdpabpny pradno:

dEp wennenippLip dEp dmwhngnuppoii |

the signing of the recent Protocols The British-Armenian
All-Party Parliamentary Group
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Hundreds Attend UCLA Conference on “How We Live” Opens in Los Angeles
Asia Minor Communities Moving Exhibit Connects Visitors to Life on Armenia’s Margins
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Photo by Nora Yacoubian

Conference participants from rear: Simon Payaslian, Richard Hovannisian, Dawn M. Photo by Eric Grigorian
Mackeen, Peter Cowe, Hasmik Khalapyan, Ruth Thomasian, Ara Melkonian,

Vartouchka Samuelian, Barbara Merguerian (not pictured; Arpi Vardumyan) LOS ANGELES -- More than 600 reintegrate into Armenian society

UCLA --“The Armenian Com- Constantinople,the people there spokeAngelenos were transported to Armenia The event drew a diverse crowd,
munities of Asia Minor,” the eigh- an Eastern Armenian dialect, which last weekend through How We Live, a many of whom were previously unfamil-
teenth international conference in thethey had preserved despite the passagmixed-media exhibit exploreing the lives iar with the poverty crisis in the small
UCLA series on historic Armenian prov- of several centuries since their arrival of impoverished families on the margins Caucasian nation.
inces, cities, and communities took in Asia Minor from the Plain of Ararat of Armenian society. The exhibit's cen- The striking photography didn’tjust
place before a large and enthusiasticand Nakhichevan. terpiece was over forty 5’ x 7' canvas Pportray people living in wretched condi-
audience at UCLA'’s Rolfe Hall on Sat- UCLA Narekatsi Professor Peter photographs suspended throughouttions. It connected visitors to their hopes
urday, March 20. Cowe traced the existence of the Ar- Casitas Studios’ large gallery space. Theand struggles. Rather than leaving the

The Program menian community of Konia during prints were arranged so as to immerseviewer feeling distanced or isolated, the

This final conference in the se- the period of the Seljuks and the Sul-visitors in the lives and homes of the images (along with multi-media inter-
ries focused on the small but vibrant tanate of Iconium, demonstrating an families being documented. The responseYiews and a documentary film) fostered
Armenian communities of Asia Minor important medieval Armenian presence from guests of all stripes, was electric. identification, and the experience was
extending from the Dardanelles andin this key junction between Greater Sara Anjargolian, the photographer powerful. Guests left the event energized,
Sea of Marmara inland to Kastamoni Armenia and Asia Minor, on the one behind the show, initially conceived of the and many were eager to get involved.
and Konia. Speakers presented the hishand, and Cilicia on the other. project as a way to raise awareness of ~ “We are gratified by the initial suc-
tory as well as the social, economic, Two conference participants povertyin Armenia, especially inthe wake cess of this exhibit,” noted Tufenkian
and cultural life of these communities traveled from Armenia to present the of the recent recession. She was assistegoundation director Antranig Kasbarian.
and their final tragic years. Among the results of their research. Dr. Hasmik by architect Narineh Mirzaeian, who ‘It demonstrates that Armenia’s hard-
many small Armenian communities Khalapyan of Yerevan State University curated the exhibit, along with numerous Ships, alongsu_je Its trlumph_s, can move
throughout Asia Minor, particular at- examined the pioneering role of Arme- colleagues who volunteered their time andpeople toward involvement with the coun-
tention was given to Adabazar, niansinthe establishmentand develop-talents. The event was sponsored by thdry in ways that are meaningful. Far from
Bardizag, Ismid, Armash, Bursa, ment of the theater in Asia Minor and NY-based Tufenkian Foundation, and pro-being a turn-off, this exhibit has brought
Banderma, Bolu, Eskishehir, Sivrihisar, the Armenian community of Rodosto/ ceeds from the event will benefit the people even closer to the country.”
Kutahia, and Konia. After an overview Tekirdagh on the European side of theFoundation’s ‘Zangakatun’ Social Ser- Casitas Studios has announced that
of these communities, their schools, Straits. Musicologist Arpi Vardumyan, vices Program, which helps families suchit will continue to host the exhibit through
churches, and cultural establishments senior researcher in the Mashtotsasthose depicted to step outofpovertyancd\lJril 18,.
by AEF Chair and conference orga- Matenadaran in Yerevan, assessed th
nizer Richard Hovannisian, Ms. Dawn musical legacy of the Armenian com-
Miskjian MacKeen, a Los Angeles munity of Kutahia, also famed for its E
writer, used her grandfather’s hand- beautiful tiles. She focused particu- Aprll 24,« 1 91 5
written journal to trace life in Adabazar larly on the family of world-renowned
and the deportation routes to the desertcomposer, ethnomusicologist, and N EVER AGAI N I
which she personally followed in pre- choir director Komitas (Gomidas) .
paring her forthcoming book on the Vardapet.

subject. As in nearly all conferences in 95THYEARGOMMEMORATION.ORTHEARMENIAN.GENGGIDE

Mr. Ara Melikian, anindependent this series, the story of each commu- Ca-Sponsored by the City of Pasadena, with the participation
scholar from England who has trans-nity ends violently in the period be- of all Armanlen orgenizations, crches and sceols.
lated several Armenian classics to En-tween 1915 and 1923. The isolated Saturday, April 24, 2010 - 10 am - 12 nbon
glish, took the audience back to the communities of Asia Minor were no 100 Garfieded A, Pasatena Ca 21101
native town of his paternal relatives, exception and suffered the same fate Far agd 11 End LIRS Ak 112 bkt call (5761 199 1705 Remien es MaR1IInHALARL - Khalchik Chabinis
Bardizag, with its rich agricultural and @s those in the historic homelands of Wetch pnnel 12 all day, dedicated to the Armeni on Suburday, Agell 24,
silk production and its distinct Arme- Western Armenia and Cilicia. It fell to Also, you can watch the program on the internet www_pasadenacommunity metwork.com
nian dialect. Dr. Barbara Merguerian Dr. Simon Payaslian, Kinosian Chair at
of AIWA and a former editor of the Boston University, to survey the final
Armenian Mirror-Spectator discussed phase of these communities.
the schools of Adabazar and Bardizag Mr. Osman Koker of Istanbul,
which were organized and sponsoredthe publisher of an extensive collection
by American missionary groups, the of postcards acquired and assem_ble
work of Miss Elizabeth Farnsworth, by Mr. Orlando C. Calumnero depict- -
and th_e internal dy_namics Within the ing the Armen_lan communities of the Guwpwg, hypp 24, 20010 = nunewbw i dwip 10 -12
Armenian community and within the Ottoman Empire before the Great Ca- 100 Garfieled Ave. Passdena Ca 91101
Armenian Evangelical denomination lamity, was scheduled to present an \
itself. The lectures on Adabazar andillustrated talk onthe communities near
Bardizag were enhanced with visual the Sea of Marmara, but he was not
illustrations. granted the necessary travel docu-

Mrs. Vartouchka Samuelian of ments in time for the conference. For-
the Oriental Language Institute in Paris tunately, Ms. Ruth Thomasian, Direc-
(INALCO) has done extensive field- tor of the Project SAVE Armenian
work on Armenian dialects and spoke Photograph Archives, helped tofill the
on the information gathered from the void with her own illustrated presenta-
last speakers of the Bolu dialect. Al-
though Bolu is not distant from Continued on page 4




A Musical Discovery

By Charles Fierro

The world premiere of an impor-
tant piece of music is always a cause
for celebration, and when the work
itselfis particularly distinguished, there
is special reason to rejoice. Just suc
an occasion occurred on March 19 at
Zipper Hall in Los Angeles when the
Dilijan Concerts presented the newly
commissioned “Novelette” by Ashot
Zohrabian.

Zohrabian, 65, is one of the most
esteemed composers in Armenia. He
has had numerous successful perfor
mances internationally. Listeners ev-
erywhere find that his music is a dis-
covery well worth making.

Ashot Zohrabian

Massis weekly

APRIL 10, 2010

ATP Launches Environmental
Education Manual

YEREVAN -- Armenia Tree
Project launched a new and expanded
edition of its “Plant an ldea, Plant a
Tree” environmental education manual
during a public program at the Ameri-
can University of Armenia on March | ___
26, 2010. The presentation took place
at AUA’s Alex and Marie Manoogian [
Hall and the event was supported by
the Acopian Center for the Environ-
ment.

“Plant an Idea, Plant a Tree”
was introduced in 2005 when ATP
published Armenia’s first teacher’'s
manual for environmental education,
compiled and written by Dr. Karla

g g T -

Asurvey of his catalog reveals an mood of stiliness and contemplation. Wesley. It received approval from
allegiance to chamber music, and the The concert concluded with one Armenia’s National Institute of Edu-
“Novelette” is in fact a piano quartet of the summits of the Romantic pe- cation and the Center for Curriculum
structured as a single movement.riod, the Concerto for Violin, Piano Development of the Ministry of Edu-
Zohrabian’s harmonic idiom is per- and String Quartet by the French com-cation and Science for integration club, civic engagement and the envi-
sonal and at the same time completelyposer, Ernest Chausson (1855-1899)into the secondary school system.ronment, and other topics.
comprehensible. The music has a narChausson came from a cultured, privi- The OSCE Yerevan Office partnered Representatives of the Organiza-
rative, almost autobiographical qual- leged background and throughout hiswith ATP and supported the publica- tion for Security and Cooperation in
ity, communicating intense emotions life maintained connections with the tion of the manual. Europe, United Nations Development
with remarkable transparency. literary salons of the day. Occasionally “Plant an Idea, Plant a Tree” Program, World Wildlife Fund, and

Audiences expect music by Ar- his style reminds us of the music of his quickly gained in popularity among National Institute of Education partici-
menian composers to “sound Arme-teacher Cesar Franck, from whom heteachers and schoolchildren. Sincepated in the presentation along with a
nian” while simultaneously embracing inherited a penchant for frequent modu-2006, ATP environmental education number of environmental NGOs, teach-
Western stylistic advances, a chal-|ations and cyclical forms. One ob- staff has trained teachers in differenters, and supporters.
lenge that Zohrabian met without pas-server has remarked that if Marcel regions of Armenia and the manual Carel Hostra, Deputy Head of
tiche or compromise. After a single Proust had written music, it might became an indispensable part of theirOSCE, noted in his speech that he
hearing, it would be premature to pro- have sounded like Chausson: opulentclasses. Already more than 820 teach-placed great value on the new environ-
claim this as a masterpiece, but wepassionate and meticulous. ers throughout Armenia have beenmental education manual. He thanked
have the sense that this work is a major In the Dilijan Concert tradition, trained on using the manual in their ATP for the tremendous work it had
contribution to the chamber music all the performances were superb.classroom. done and expressed his delight in being
repertory and that it will merit many Members of the Apple Hill String Quar- Last year, ATP worked with a part of this initiative. “The manual is
performances. tet (Elise Kuder, Sarah Kim, Michael teachers and experts from the Nationalimportant as it doesn’t dwell only on

The program opened with the Kelly and Rupert Thompson) displayed Institute of Education to make the nature protection, but also emphasizes
early String Quartet in E-flat by Franz admirable ensemble cohesiveness andnanual fully compatible with official the responsibility of individuals to-
Schubert, followed by Four Bagatelles dedication to the music. Violinist curriculum standards in Armenia. The wards nature protection. Let's change
for string quartet by the independent Movses Pogossian and pianist Gavinmanual was enriched with lessons onthe world starting with ourselves,”
Armenian-American composer Alan Martin brought all their resources of climate change, starting a youth eco-stated Mr. Hostra.

Hovhaness (1911-2000), whose fasci-elegant virtuosity and insight to their
nation with philosophies of the Far roles. Altogether it was a memorable
East inspired him to create music of aconcert experience.

mystical persuasion. Broad tempos and Charles Fierro is a concert pianist Continued from page 3 Participants in this series over the

slow harmonic progressions seem toand Professor Emeritus of Music at years have come from Armenia, North

suspend the flow of time and induce acCalifornia State University Northridge. tion of old photographs of these com- and South America, Europe, the Middle

munities and Armenian families bothin East, India, and the former Soviet

their native towns and after immigrat- republics of Russia, Ukraine, and Geor-
ing to the United States. The rich gia. The first conference was devoted
the opposition fears at a news confer-ethnographic and sociological visual to Van/Vaspurakan, followed in order

ence that preceded the opening sessionomponent brought the eighteenth inby Baghesh/Bitlis and Taron/Mush;

“That shows that we are not and of the three-day forum. Speaking on this series to a close with sustainedTsopk/Kharpert; Karin/Erzerum;
could not have been alone because albehalf of its 300 or so participants, sheapplause from a large, deeply engagedSebastia/Sivas; Tigranakert/Diarbekir
the political prisoners, all freedom- called on the authorities to free all audience. and Edessa/Urfa; Cilicia; Kars and Ani;
loving people of the world are with us political prisoners. Conference presenters and guest$?ontus and the Black Sea Communi-
just as we are with those people,” he Belhassen also called for a thor- enjoyed social events hosted by theties; Constantinople; Smyrna/lzmir;
said. ough and objective investigation into Organization of Istanbul Armenians Caesarea/Kesaria; Jerusalem; New

In the weeks leading up to the what she called a disproportionate use(OlA) and the Armenian Educational Julfa;the Iranian Armenian Communi-
FIDH's annual conference, the HAK of force against thousands of opposi-Foundation (AEF). The conference ties; India and the Indian Ocean; and
and some local human rights groupstion protesters in Yerevan in March was supported by the UCLA Bob and Musa Dagh/Kessab/Dortyol.
sympathetic to it claimed that the Ar- 2008. “We will continue to press our Nora Movel Fund, Center for Near The proceedings of each confer-
menian authorities might exploit the questions until receiving answers,” she Eastern Studies, and Center for Euro-ence are being carefully edited and
event to burnish their image abroad. said. pean and Eurasian Studies. The OlAenhanced by Professors Richard
Ter-Petrosian personally met Belhassen Serzh Sarkisian was initially due undertook to cover the travel-related Hovannisian and Simon Payaslian be-
at the weekend to urge the FIDH to to open the FIDH gathering with a expenses of Mr. Koker, who although fore being released by Mazda Publish-
highlight the “deplorable” situation with keynote speech. However, he can-unable to participate in this conferenceers as a part of the series titled Historic
democracy and human rights in Arme- celled it for unknown reasons, leaving will hopefully soon be able to bring his Armenian Cities and Provinces. To
nia. itto the Armenian Constitutional Court full postal card exhibit to California date, eight volumes have been pub-

Several dozen mostly young HAK chairman, Gagik Harutiunian, and Jus-and elsewhere in the United States. lished and numbers nine and ten are
activists picketed the conference venuetice Minister Gevorg Danielian to wel- The Series scheduled for release in 2010. The
to warn the Paris-based group againsicome the participants from over 140 The UCLA international confer- series has been a unique undertaking,
ignoring the opposition demands. nations. ence series, Historic Armenian Prov- which had previously not been con-
Twelve of them wore mock prisoner Both Harutiunian and Danielian inces, Cities, and Communities, was ceived and implemented either in Ar-
uniforms and were chained together towere heckled by several Armenian initiated by AEF Armenian History Chair menia orinthe Diaspora. Ithasin large
symbolize the country’s remaining opposition and civic activists present Richard Hovannisian in 1997 as semi- measure achieved its objective of re-
“political prisoners.” Others carried in the conference hall as they took theannual convocations to revive and pre-viving and preserving the memory of
pictures of ten people killed in the 2008 floor. Some of the foreign participants serve the memory of the Armenian the rich Armenian heritage of the his-
post-election clashes in Yerevan. applauded when one man shoutedheritage of Western Armenia, Cilicia, toric homelands and related communi-

Belhassen again sought to dispel“Shame on you!” at the minister. and other Armenian-inhabited regions. ties.

UCLA Conference on Asia Minor Communities

Internationa Rights Advocates

Continued frompage 1
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REQUEST FOR

PROPOSALS

RFP NO. 7530
INSURANCE BROKERAGE
AND RISK MANAGEMENT

(DU.UU.Sh‘bll.ﬁh CONSULTING SERVICES

U‘I"‘.Q The Housing Authority of
(200 Ln qQ.hh the City of Los Angeles inviteq
proposals from qualified firms
Z,U\U‘U-P) interested in providing insur-
ance brokerage and risk man{

agement consulting serviceq.
l&ﬁ?&fggﬁt A copy of the RFP may be ob
tained beginning March 22,
VAV L 2010 viawww.hacla.org/ps or

1060 N. ALLEN
AVE. PASADENA

call (213) 252-5405 or 257

cepted until 2:00 P.M., by April

23, 2010.

4/1, 4/8/10
CNS-1820924#

MASSIS WEEKLY

26MU.QUL3 UL (626)
797-7680

1832. Proposals will be ag
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