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Basketall. Tennis. Martial Arts. Table Tennis. Chess. Soccer.
Boys and Girls Ages 8 through 17!

If interested:

Call (818) 660-5HMM or email info@homenmen.org

Homenmen has been Building Teamwork and Leadership
Skills in Armenian Youth Since 1921

www homenmen.org
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Armenia Marks Genocide Anniversary First-Ever Commemoration of the Armenian

Genocide in Turkey
Turkish Nationalists Attempted to Prevent the Ceremonies

ok = : T . e .

SDHP delegation approaching the Genocide Monument
ISTANBUL -- About 100 Turks memoration. “Who allowed you to gather
YEREVAN -- Hundreds of thou-  officials. The Catholicos presided over rallied in Istanbul on Saturday in a first- here? Who says that Armenians were
sands of people silently marched to aa special liturgy in memory of the dead ever publiccommemoration of the World massacred? Thatis nottrue?” he shouted
hilltop memorial in Yerevan on Satur- at the main church cathedral in War One-era mass killings and deporta-before beeing dragged away from the
day in an annual remembrance of moreEchmiadzin shortly afterwards. tions of Armenians in Ottoman Turkey scene.
than one million fellow Armenians The stark memorial perched on that was organized by a local human A larger gathering took place in
slaughtered by Ottoman Turks during Tsitsernakabert Hill overlooking cen- rights group. Istanbul’s central Taksim Square later in
World War One. tral Yerevan is the focal point of the The demonstrators gathered onthe day. “This is our pain, this grief
An incessant stream of people annual genocide commemorations inthe steps of the Haydarpasa train statiorbelongs to all of us,” said its organizers,
passed through the TsitsernakabertArmenia and the Armenian Diaspora from where hundreds of Armenianintel- a group of prominent intellectuals and
memorial to the genocide victims communities around the world. lectuals arrested on April 24, 1915 were artists, who had urged fellow Turks to
throughout the day, laying flowers by A large delegation of SD deported and subsequently executed:pay tribute to the victims of 1915” in an
its eternal fire surrounded by twelve Hunchakian party members led by They chanted “Never Again!” and car- online petition circulated earlier this week.
inward-bending basalt columns. Central Committee Chairman riedblack-and-white pictures of the most Hundreds of people have signed the
The day-long procession began Setrak Ajemian, Armenia Branch prominent of the deportees. appeal that stops short of calling the
inthe morning after atraditional prayer Leader Gevork Bergoubekian and “The events of 1915 must not be massacres a genocide and uses the Ar-
service held there by the supreme heathrmenia Parliament member Vartan repeated,” Eren Keskin, a human rightsmenian phrase “Great Catastrophe” in-
of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Katchadourian visited the memo- campaigner, said, addressing the smalktead.

Catholicos Karekin 11, in the presence rial to lay flowers and the eternal crowd. “We have gathered here to say Tens of thousands of Turks signed
of Serzh Sarkisian and other top stateflame. no to genocide.” asimilar online petition that was initiated
. . Turkish authorities did not try to by the same public figures in December
Commemoration at the Armenian Martyr's impede the landmark gathering orga-2008. It offered Armenians a personal

nized by the Turkish Human Rights apology and called for the Turkish gov-
Association. Scores of police were de-ernment to acknowledge the killings.
ployed around the station to prevent Meanwhile, about 15 Turkish ul-
possible incidents between its partici- tranationalists headed by retired general
pants and a group of counter-demon-Edip Baser attempted to prevent the
strators protesting nearby. event. A battle of words broke out, but

Police stepped in when an elderly the policemen averted further develop-
man condemned the unprecedented comments.

Monument in Montebello

MONTEBELLO, CA -- With col-
laborative efforts by the Armenian
Genocide United Commemorative Com-
mittee and various Armenian organiza- g e
tions, the 95th anniversary of the Ar- &2
menian Genocide remembrance cer

emony on April 24, featured notable [ . . .
President Obama Fails on Armenian

Genocide Pledge

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- On candidate, Barack Obama pledged “As
April 24th, the Armenian Council of President | will recognize the Arme-
America (ACA) and the Armenian nian Genocide.” Now President Obama
American community received, with avoided his commitment to utilize the
great disappointment, United Statesword “genocide” and instead charac-
President Barack Obama’s annualterized the historical reality as “one of
statement on the Armenian Genocide.the worst atrocities of the 20th cen-
Senator Gloria Romero, Mayor of Glen- | Although the President has gone fur-tury” and “the terrible events of 1915?
dale Ara Najarian, Mayor of Hunting- [Z& ¥ ther than previous U.S. Presidents inyet again.
ton Park John Noguez, Mayor of recent history and continuously states While the Armenian Council of
Montebello Bill Molinari, Pro Term Contreras Rapisarda and Gustavohis “personal views have not changed,” American is grateful that the President
Mayor of Montebello Art Barajas, Los Camacho, Pico Rivera Councilmemberthe President, yet again has reneged osees it “in all of our interest to see the
Amgeles City Councilmember Dennis David Armenta and Los Angeles City his pledge to clearly and precisely char-achievement a full, frank and just ac-

advocates and the Armenian Arch-|
bishops along with the clergy.
Highlighting the event were
speakers Congressman Adam Schiff,
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, Assembly Majority Leader
Charles Calderon and Los Angeles City
Councilmember Paul Krikorian. Sev- [
eral others in attendance were State

Zine, City of Rolling Hills Estates Controller Wendy Gruel. acterize the actions by the Turkish knowledgment of the facts,” recently,
Councilmember Frank Zerunyan, City “Its important that we join to- Ottoman Empire againsttheir own eth- the Turkish government has used the
of Montebello Council members Chris- gether as a community and collabo- nic Armenian citizens ninety five years signing of the Protocols as a pretense
tina Cortez and Frank Gomez, Pico ago as “genocide”.

Rivera Council members Barbara Continued on page 4 While Senator and presidential Continuedonpage 4
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Pasadena Genocide Commemorative Event Armenian Genocide Commemoration in NY
Features Government Dignitaries and Performances

%
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. Al : . NEW YORK, NY -- Thousands Harut Sassounian, President of the
athered at the St. Vartan Armenian United Armenia fund emphasized the

PASADENA, CA -- For the 95th magnitude of the events. He assuredg
anniversary of the Armenian Geno- the audience that all efforts towards
cide, a sizeable crowd gathered at thegenocide recognition will continue until
pavilion of the Pasadena City Hall on justice is served.

athedral Tavoukjian Hallin New York insignificance of whether or not Presi-
on April 25 to commemorate the 95th dent Obama properly characterizes the
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. events of 1915 as the Armenian Geno-
. , S . . The commemoration, organized by thecide. He reminded the audience that
April 24 with the _part_|C|pat|on of all State_Senatt_)r Liu rflterated .her Mid-Atlantic Chapters of Knights & President Regan, along with 20 other
Armenian Organizations, churches, long standing belief that "The foreign Daughters of Vartan and co-sponsorednations have recognized the Armenian
schools and the co-sponsorship of thepolicy ofthe United States mustnotbe , e Armenian General Benevolent Genocide making it a universally recog-
City of Pasadena. _ based on fear but rather on the,,honesbnion,ArmenianAssemblyofAmerica, nized historical fact. “Armenians no
The event started with a Color affirmation of our own ideals.” AS- ymenian Council of America, Arme- |onger need to waste their resources to
Guard ceremony by the U.S. Marine sgmbly Member Portantl_no remforce_d nian National Committee of Americaand prove that a genocide was committed
Corp. followed by opening remarks by his support ofthe Armenian communi- » e nian pemocratic Liberal Party, was against Armenians,” said Sassounian.
lead organizer, Mr. Khatchik Chahinian, ties’ effort to seek the reaffirmation of iiayy scheduled to take place at its “Instead, they should devote their valu-
President of Armenian |dentity Har- the Armenian Genocide by the U.S. 55 Times Square location, but due toable time and energy to obtain restitution

vest. Among the notable officials in government. weather conditions was moved to thef i i
. p o . or their losses. Let us not fall in the
attendance were Rep. Adam Schiff ~ "Althoughthisisthefirstyearthat e qrgps pall, Turkish trap at getting stuck at proving

(D-Burbank), State Senator Carol Liu, we have organized an Armenian Geno- " ¢ yrecsman Frank Pallone. (DNJ), the Genocide year after year. Let us

State Assembly Memper _Anthony tcl:deFf;):;?::;o?‘?onHZ\l/ler:/:[/én;:gn\t/g co-chairman of the Armenian Caucus, move onto the next step demanding our
Portantino, Pasadena City Vice Mayor the ity Hall, Y expressed his optimism towards the plighthistoric rights from Turkey.”

Victor Gordo, Pasadena City Distric_t 2 ?eas?gr}:wgltt?h;?zrrr;lg:iat:;?rgg:ic?n (I:to:z of the passage of the Armenian Genocide Congresswomen Carolyn Maloney,
Council Member Margaret McAustin resolution within the U.S. Congress. Congressman Anthony Weiner, Senator

and La CanadaMayor Donald R, VOSS'?;2'\t/'gf]:r:t\éggztﬁiztgog%zpdd,\%';?gé ~“When the Armenian Genocide resolu- Robert Menendez were also present at
As Master of Ceremonies, Arme- sal : tion would come up (in the House Foreign the yearly commemoration.

nian Council of America member, of the Armenian Council of America. poaiong Committee) five, ten years ago Dikran Nalbantian, Chairman of

Rfazr':“ig De.rT(;’“"“a” '”"gke? the.'dea'? dvg’r?ada'r']'aeafftﬁzarg(mtge ;'gfg‘; Ezi?n those who would vote against the resolu-the Armenian Council of America (ACA),
of the United States Declaration o P P Ytion would question if even genocide Northeastern Region, conveyed to the

Independence, which declared inde-this a successful, enlightening and edu-OCC rred. thev didn't do that this vear . g I
pendence from “he, [who] has ob- cational event,” added Atchabahian. urred, they di year, audience the ACA'’s stance on the diver

. . . even those who voted no, and | condemnsijons orchestrated by the Turkish gov-
structed the Admission of Justice...he Choir students from Sahag y 9

. - them for voting no, said there was aernment and how the Armenian people
esrob Armenian Christian School and ; oo . . . o
Rlivsh\(;\]/iIrl]e'jor:sde[a;]nuddEgsvsﬁg?s?gﬁi?:yormfred & Marguerite Hovespian school genocide. No one could say It didn't oc- will continue to fight for what is just as

of] protecting [criminals] from pun- sang a song in rememberance of th cur, they just used other excused forthey have throughout their long history
} . ) L oting no.” stated the Congressman. i i .
ishment of any Murders which they Armenian Genocide victims and Salpy 9 g of struggle, survival and triumph

should commit,"” as the ideals of Arme- Keleshian later sang *Gilligia” which is Louisiana Armenians Commemorate 95th
nian Americans who seek justice andabout a lamenting Armenian who ) ] .

insist on U.S. reaffirmation of the Ar- wishes to forever rest in his homeland Anniversary of Armenian Genocide
menian Genocide. in the Cilicia region of eastern Turkey/

BATON ROUGE, LA -- The Ar-  “The only way the Armenian cause will
menian Council of America in conjunc- ever see any advancementis if all Arme-
tion with the St. Garabed Armenian niansin Armenia and the Diaspora work
Church in Louisiana organized an eventtogether towards the common goal,”
on April 25 drawing nearly 100 Arme- said Sarafian.

Congressman Schiff reiterated his historic Armenia.
message to President Obama in his All of the participants received a
urgency to characterize the events ofsigned copy “Turkey Has Recognized
1915 as “genocide” without using vari- The Armenian Genocide,” by Mano
ous euphemisms to undermine theAgulian.

nians throughout the state who joined “It is crucial for both groups to
. . . . together to commemorate the 95th anni-coordinate their efforts in order to create
Armenian Genocide Bill Agaln On Israel versary of the Armenian Genocide.  the legal framework for reparations that
Parliament A_genda Many Armenians from the region will be ironclad so that when the time
expressed their hope that the tradition ofcomes they will be ready and prepared to
JERUSALEM -- Israel's parlia- Most of the lawmakers voting commemorating the Genocide will re- negotiate. This is especially important

ment agreed on Wednesday to agairagainst its inclusion on the parliament main for years to come, especially for the because there is no guarantee that recog-
consider a draft resolution recognizing agenda were from the Yisrael Beiteinu sake of the Armenian youth living in nition of the genocide by the Turkish
the World War One-era mass killings party, a junior partner in Netanyahu’s Louisiana. The keynote speaker this yeargovernment will facilitate reparations. It
and deportations of Armenians in Otto- coalition government that mainly repre- was Hampig Sarafian, Social Democratis almost certain that the Turkish govern-
man Turkey as genocide. sents Jewish immigrants from Soviet Hunchakian Party Central Committee mentwill haggle overthe smallest details,
The Knesset decided by 12 votesrepublics and Azerbaijan in particular. member from Los Angeles, California. and that's why both sides (Armenia and
to 8, with one abstention, that one of itsOne of them, the Baku-born Yosef His speech aimed to focus more on theDiaspora) must be prepared with a coher-
standing committees will discuss the Shagal, said Israel should not pass judgfuture of the Armenian people rather thanent plan of action,” he added.
resolution and determine whether it ment on what he described as a Turkishthe past as he encouraged the new gen- Sarafian ended his speech with a
should be put to a full parliament vote. Armenian dispute. eration of Armenians to come up with list of priorities for the future of Arme-
Speaker Reuven Rivlin was among It is not yet clear which Knesset innovative strategies in dealing with the nians including a strong Armenia,
those who voted for the decision. Sig- committee will pick up the measure. issue of genocide. Artsakh, and Diaspora. The crowd later
nificantly, arepresentative of IsraeliPrime Oron wants it to be debated by the He stressed the idea of all Arme- gathered in the St. Garabed cemetery
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu also Education Committee, having failed to nians making an effort to have a deeperbehind the church to lay flowers around
backed a parliament debate on the billpush similar bills through the Foreign understanding of what occurred during the “Khatch Kar” from Armenia in re-
drafted by Haim Oron, the leader of the Affairs and Defense Committee in 2009 the 1915 massacres in order to put moremembrance of all the victims who per-
left-wing opposition Meretz party. and 2008. value on the demands of reparations.ished in the Genocide.
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Jamal Pasha's Grandson Calls on Catholicos Karekin IT Meets Aliyev,
Commemorating 1915 Victims Visits Armenian Church in Baku

In an article titled “lI share
Armenian’s Pain on April 24? Famous
Turkish journalist and a columnist of
the local Turkish daily Milliyet, Hasan
Cemal calls for paying tribute to those
who fall victims to the Genocide.

Hasan Cemal is the grandson of

the Armenian Genocide in 1915.
“Today is April 24. April 24,
1915 is one of the shameful pages of
the Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman calls on Turks.
Armenians living and creating for cen- In reference to his memoires re-
turies in Anatolia endured great an- lating to his visit to Tsitsernakaberd in
guish on the lands they lived; they 2008, the memorial of the Armenian
stood great pains in their own state: Genocide, Cemal writes the following. |
they were eradicated, slaughtered and “In September 2008 | was in
subjected to eventual extinction. SomeYerevan and visited the memorial com-
call these pages of history as deportaplex of the Genocide victims. For a
tion, some — as tragedy, some — Genomoment | remained alone with my dear

cide, while others call it Great Calam- Hrant [Dink]. It was Hrant’s pain that BAKU -- Catholicos Karekin Il, of  deal of importance was attached to mu-
ity. But it cannot be denied,” writes brought me to the memorial ... My All, Armneians, met with Azerbaijani tual visits and contacts among the two
Cemal. ears caught Hrant’s voice. ‘Let’'s re- Presidentllham Aliyev and prayed in an peoples, which will further bolster mu-
“But today is April 24, the com- specteach others pain’,” writes Cemal. abandoned Armenian church in Baku astual trust and a spirit of cooperation.”
memoration day of the Armenians, the “It is high time that we share he ended alandmark visit to Azerbaijan Catholicos Karekin Iland Pashazade
tragedy the Armenian nation suffered Armenian’s April 24 grief both at the late on Monday, it was reported on were received by the Azerbaijani leader
on these lands. Thus let's first shareindividual and the state level. Hrant, Tuesday. just hours after voicing support for the
the Armenian’s grief on April 24, let's my brother, | do share that pain, | miss Aliyev and the supreme head of the long-running international efforts to end
try to feel their pain in our hearts, let’'s you, have your rest there,” concludes Armenian Apostolic Church reportedly the Karabakh dispute, in a joint declara-
equally mourn with Armenians,” Cemal Further Cemal. discussed the Nagorno-Karabakh con-tion that was also signed by the Russian
flict and the ongoing summit of world Orthodox Church leader, Patriarch Kirill
Aprll 24 religious leaders in Baku in the presencell. The two spiritual leaders also vowed to
. . of Azerbaijan’s top Shia Muslim cleric, help reconcile their nations, which have
By Marina Garibian Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pashazade.been in a de facto state of war for nearly
. : Aliyev's office said they “stressed two decades.
As | remember the Armenian Genocide the importance of the Baku summit ... Also on Monday, the Catholicos

| realize in 1915

A part of me died for strengthening inter-religious dialogue and high-ranking Armenian clerics ac-

and expanding contacts among religiouscompanying him visited a 19th century
leaders.” It gave no further details.A Armenian church in Baku. The

Scared and hungry separate statement issued by theEchmiadzin statement said they prayed

My body so frail Echmiadzin-based Mother See of theand sang medieval hymns there. It said
They made we W_alk Armenian Apostolic Church on Tuesday the Armenian pontiff expressed hope
Along bloody trail said the one-hour meeting took place “inthat the Saint Gregory the llluminator’s
an unconstrained and sincere atmo-Church will eventually “reopenits doors
Tear drops fell down sphere” and also touched upon the unreto believers.”
My tired eyes solved Armenian-Azerbaijani dispute over Built in 1887, the church was the
As | heard so many Karabakh. main site of worship for Baku's sizable
Mothers’ cries “In that context, the parties wel- Armenian community until its forced
comed efforts aimed at a peaceful reso-exodus from the Azerbaijani capital in
They screamed in pain lution of the conflict, finding important 1988-1990. An arson attack had seri-
And tried to hold the role of religious leaders and servantsously damaged it in 1990. The building
Their dead children in them,” said the statement. “A great reportedly underwentrenovation in 2004.

Now laying stone cold
Commemoration at the Armenian Monument
| saw women trying to hide in Montebello
Many committing suicide
Jumping in bloody rivers and lakes
Better than being killed
In the hands of snakes

Continued frompage 1 attendance.

Before Congressman Adam Schiff
rate,” said Lena Manoukian, Board took the stage, master of ceremonies
Member of the Armenian Council of Osheen Keshishian read a letter writ-
America. “We have many important ten by the Congressman on April 22
decision makers here in attendanceaddressed to President Obama urging
and there presence is testament thahim to “properly characterize the mur-
justice will prevail and we are getting der of 1.5 million men, women and
closer and closer to passage of Arme-children as ‘genocide™ in his April 24

| saw helpless eyes looking at me
Wondering why
This had to be

If you'd seen nian Genocide legislation,” she added.address on the issue which Obama
What my eyes have seen Majority Leader Charles Calderon, failed to do earlier in the day during his
You would understand author of ACR 148, who spearheadedaddress.
My agony the movement to place the “Armenian Congressman Schiff stated that
Genocide Marty’s Monument” sign on by refusing to use the proper term and
No mercy for the young or old Highway Route 60, discussed the im-recognize what happened 95 years as
My story shall forever be told portance of the Armenian Genocide Genocide the United States looses moral
recognition and assured those in atten-ground when dealing with human rights
Though I've suffered dance that the people in his district issues along with Genocide in the world
Though I've cried support the Armenian Cause. today. The Congressman also empha-
Throughitall “It's a matter of unmistakable sized the importance to record the
| kept my hope and pride fact, it's a question of principle, not a memories of the victims of the horrif

matter a debate,” said Los Angelesact as a means to personalize the trag-
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa when re- edy of a massive crime. The ended his
ferring to the Armenian Genocide. He speech by stating, “We will continue to
expressed his honor to be a part of thefight; we will prevail for the proper
ceremony and acknowledged those inrecognition of the Armenian Genocide.”

| walked through
Pain, torture and misery
| found strength, courage and the fighter in me.
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Armenian Genocide on Worldwide Postage Stamps

“The real goal of the deporta- Guyana, depicting a Seljuk warrior,
tion was to exploit and exterminate. with the explanation “1064, Seljuk
In reality, this was a new style of Turks conquer Armenia” (pic. 1)
atrocity. When the Turkish authori- It is interesting to note that since
ties were ordering the deportations, the initial issuance of postal stamps in
they were releasing a death warrant 1840, postal services around the world

for the whole nation.” have issued millions of stamps dedi-
Henry Morgenthau cated to numerous significant events,
American Diplomat thus becoming one of the best
US Ambassador documenters of worldwide history.

To the Ottoman Empire dur-  The Armenian Genocide has been ng
ing World War | exception and the accompanying pho-
tos of such stamps prove our point.

My daughter Armineh, a 10 In many collections, itis possible
grader, seldom asks me for help in herto find letters and postcards of de-
school projects. However, in February ported and exiled armenians, upon
2005, on the eve of the 90-th anniver-which, it is possible to formulate cer-
sary of the Armenian Genocide, shetain statistics and destination-geogra-
approached me seeking my help tophy of the exiled people.
draft the genealogy tree of our family. In 1921, in the Syrian city of

We started with her, but alas, Kilis, a stamp was issued catering for
could not go any further than my the many deportees from Cillician re-

grandparents. gions who reached there (pic. 2).
Yeah..., my memory was not In 1986 and 2005, Uruguay E*
betraying me. postal authority issued single stamps

Both my grandparents were sur- commemorating the 7land 90' anni-
vivors of the Armenian Genocide. They versaries of the Genoside (pic. 3 and
were orphaned at such an early aget).
that did not have any recollection of In 2005, Armenia’s postal ser-
their parents. As a youngster, | ques-vices issued a stamp depicting a
tioned them many times about their "khatchkar-crosstone” (Makenis, 1X _
parents, their birthplace Karin, also cent.), commemorating the 9@nni- A ity B r :'”5|
known as Erzerum, the horrific events versary of the Genocide (pic. 5). s B 1 [
of the Genocide, their survival and so In 1969 the Soviet Union and in
on. Regretfully they could not be of 2000 Armenia, issued stamps honor-
much help to me. Thus our family tree, ing the great Komitas (Soghomon
like those of many Armenians, could Soghomonian, 1869-1935) the founder
not be traced back more than a fewof modern Armenian musicology, who
generations. And that's because of thelost his mind after witnessing the Ar- a huge impact on the destiny of Arshile postal payment measure in the regions
Genocide perpetrated by the Turksmenian Genocide (pic. 6 & 7). Gorky (V. Adoian, 1904-1948), one of of Antigua and Barbuda (pic. 13).
during World War |, when the over The Armenian Republic has is- the founders of American Abstract World renowned figures and
4000 years old cradle of the Armenian sued several stamps dedicated to th@mpressionist school. He is pictured champions of the Armenian Cause,
nation was cleansed of its natives. memory of Armenianintellectualswho on a stamp in the series of ”Armenians such as Austrian novelist Franz Werfel

In my opinion, the extermination were victims of the Armenian Geno- for Millenia”, issued in Armenia, in (1890-1945), Norwegian explorer

(E R RN PR LR RN LR RN R TR L]
. .

of Armenians had started as far backcide, such as, s Daniel Varuzhan (D.2000 (pic. 11) Frityoff Nansen (1861-1930) and Rus-
as the 11 century, with the onslaught Chupukcarian, 1884-1915) (pics. 8 & In March 2010, US postal ser- sian philologist Valery Bryusov (1873-
of the Seljuk Turks and their conquest 9), and Siamanto (A. Yarjanian, 1878- yices issued a miniature sheet of works1924) were gratefully honored by
of Armenia. As an avid stamp collec- 1915) (pic. 10). of American avant-garde expression- Armenia’s postal authority with the
tor, | have found a stamp issued by The horrors of the Genocide had ists, including A. Gorky’s “The Liver issuance of stamps in their honor.
is the Cock’'s Comb” canvas (pic. Other nations also issued stamps with
President Obama Fails on Armenian 12). their portraits (pics. 14, 15 & 16).
. Conscious humanity raised its Finally, in 2007 Armenia’s post
Genocide Pledge voice against such atrocities, both dur-office issued a miniature sheet depict-
ing the Genocide and its aftermath.ingthe Genocide Memorial Monument
Continued from page 1 world..... During World War |, the US Ambassa- in Tsitsernakaberd, Yerevan (archi-
The full text of the statement is dor to the Ottoman Empire H. tects A. Tarkhanian and S. Kalashian)
of harmony and good-will towards below: Morgenthau Sr. (1856-1946) was (pic. 17).
Armenia and a tool against genocide Statement of President among the first, who portrayed the Hovhannes Koshkakarian
recognition. It is vital that the Presi- Barack Obama on Armenian agony of the Armenian people to the Founding Member of Arme-
dent and his advisors realize that Turk- Remembrance Day world. St. Vincent Dependency’s nian Philatelic Association
ish-Armenian relations can never be On this solemn day of remem- Redondo island issued a stamp that Glendale, CA, USA

normalized without Turkey coming to brance, we pause to recall that ninety-bears his portrait. It is also a valid
terms of what occurred to the 1.5 five years ago one of the worst atroci-
million Armenians in the Ottoman ties of the 20th century began. In that
Empire which constitutes genocide. dark moment of history, 1.5 million encouraged by the dialogue amongwho set out to destroy them. Many
“It is truly regrettable that President Armenianswere massacred or marchedlurks and Armenians, and within Tur- Armenians came to the United States
Obama has yet again faltered on ac-to their death in the final days of the key itself, regarding this painful his- as survivors of the horrors of 1915.
knowledging historical truth by its Ottoman Empire. tory. Together, the Turkish and Arme- Over the generations Americans of
rightful name, Armenians throughout Today is a day to reflect upon nian people will be stronger as they Armenian descent have richened our
the world, along with Turkish citizens and draw lessons from these terribleacknowledge their common history and communities, spurred our economy,
struggling to change the propagatedevents. | have consistently stated myrecognize their common humanity. and strengthened our democracy. The
Turkish revisionist history, would ob- own view of what occurred in 1915, Even as we confront the inhu- strong traditions and culture of Arme-
tain moral support in their endeavor if and my view of that history has not manity of 1915, we also are inspired nians also became the foundation of a
the President candidly spoke of the changed. It is in all of our interest to by the remarkable spirit of the Arme- new republic which has become a part
Armenian Genocide as genocide,” see the achievement a full, frank andnian people. While nothing can bring ofthe community of nations, partnering
stated Sevak Khatchadourian, ACA just acknowledgment of the facts. The back those who were killed in the with the world community to build a
board member. Meds Yeghern is a devastating chapteMeds Yeghern, the contributions that better future.

Historical truth that is the Arme- in the history of the Armenian people, Armenians have made around the world Today, we pause with them and
nian Genocide can never be put intoand we must keep its memory alive in over the last ninety-five years stand aswith Armenians everywhere toremem-
guestion, the lack of undoubtedly iden- honor of those who were murdered anda testament to the strength, tenacityber the awful events of 1915 with deep
tifying it as such caused great disap-so that we do not repeat the graveand courage of the Armenian people.admiration for their contributions
pointment victims of genocides and mistakes of the past. | salute the TurksThe indomitable spirit of the Armenian which transcend this dark past and
advocates of humanity throughout thewho saved Armenians in 1915 and ampeople is a lasting triumph over those give us hope for the future.
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THE GENOCIDE AGAINST THE ARMENIANS 1915-1923
AND THE RELEVANCE OF THE 1948 GENOCIDE CONVENTION
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