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Join Homenmen Armenian Athletic Association

Basketall. Tennis. Martial Arts. Table Tennis. Chess. Soccer.
Boys and Girls Ages 8 through 17!

If interested:

Call (818) 660-5HMM or email info@homenmen.org

Homenmen has been Building Teamwork and Leadership
Skills in Armenian Youth Since 1921

www. homenmen._org
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Freedom House Report: Armenia Receives Envoy Reaffirms U.S. Approval Of Armenian

‘Partly Free’ Status Move On Turkey

WASHINGTON, DC -- Inthe lat-  freedom of press entirely. He brings the YEREVAN -- U.S. Ambassador
est edition of the Freedom in the World example of A1+ TV channel which was to Armenia Marie Yovanovitch on
report, Freedom House again gives Ar-deprived of air in 2002. Tuesday reiterated Washington's posi-
menia a ‘Partly Free’ status. The global “How many times did A1+ appeal tive reaction to President Serzh
rights watchdog's Freedom of the Pressto a court? How many contests did it Sarkisian’s decision not to formally
report, meanwhile, ranks Armeniaamongparticipate in? And its efforts produced annul the Turkish-Armenian normal-
countries where media are ‘Not Free’. no results,” Abrahamyan says. ization agreements despite Ankara’s

Armenia is among those states Boris Navasardyan, Chairman of refusal to implement them uncondi-
“not free” side by side with Cameroon, the Yerevan Press Club, believes thattheionally.

Cote d’lvoire, Marroco, Katar, Azerbaid- cases of violence against journalists will In an interview with RFE/RL’s

jan and Iran. However, Freedom Housenot stop in Armenia, because citizens of Armenian service, Yovanovitch also
has registered some improvements inArmenia, as well as journalists are not described Armenia’s closed border with
Armenia. protected by the justice system. Turkey as a “historical anomaly” and g

“We see a reduction of censorship “If under current conditions jour- praised Turks who marked the 95th
in Armenia and Moldova, as well as a nalists are not subject to violence, it anniversary of the Armenian genocide U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch
decrease of control over news reports,”means that they do not do their duties,”on the streets of Istanbul.

reads the report. Navasardyan says. “President [Serzh] Sarkisian’s that have increased dramatically in re-

Though Armenia has improved the

situation over freedom of media by two Caucasus only Georgia has been in-has not ended the process, that there is
points (now itis 66 points while lastyear cluded among “partially free” states.

it was 68), it has nevertheless remained
in the same group.

Of the three countries in the South statement makes clear that Armeniacent years.

“It's an extremely important de-

a suspension of the discussion of thesesrelopment that needs to continue to be
The report includes 196 states of protocols in the parliament ... and that encouraged because sometimes it is

which 35% have a “free” press, 33% hasArmenia is waiting for a time when the government that leads people and
According to Shushan Doydoyan, “partially free” press and 32% —

“not Turkey is more ready,” she said. “And sometimes it's people that lead the

Director and founder of the Freedom of free.”
Information Center of Armenia (FOICA), The list of the states that have
if the legal consciousness of the public is“free” press are Finland, Iceland, Nor-
raised, then problems will be solved way, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, Lux-
more easily. embourg, Andorra, Swiss.

Aravotdaily editor Aram Abraham- Among “not free” states are Iran,
yan says that merely allowing court Belarus, Uzbekistan, Cuba, Eritrea, Libya,
intervention is not enough to defend Burma, Turkmenistan and North Korea.

Former Defense Ministry Official Goes to
Prison For Disclosing Top State Order to
Suppress Opposition Demonstrations

YEREVAN (Armenianow.com) -
- A former Armenian Ministry of De- bly of the Council of Europe (PACE) to
fense official has been sentenced toinsist that “a military coup d’état” had
two years in prison for disclosing a taken place.
secret state order related to the 2008 The counsel for the defense in-
post-election events. sists that the verdict of the Court of

A court in Yerevan on Tuesday General Jurisdiction of Yerevan's Avan
supported the prosecution case againsand Nor Nork Communities is “illegal,

Armen Sargsyan, who formerly headed because Sargsyan’s guilt has not beemian civil societies and ordinary people

the MOD Department of Capital Con- proved yet;” besides, “Sargsyan, as

struction and leaked top secret infor- the inciter of the crime, faces greater

mation about the involvement of the punishment than the committer of the

Armenian military in the suppression crime does.”

of the opposition protests in March Soon after the extract of the order

2008 to the opposition press. was published in the opposition Haykakan
Lyusia Ayvazyan, another offi- Zhamanak (Armenian Time) daily, on

we really think that that's the way to government,” she said. “And | think
go.” that people in Turkey and Armenia
“We applaud President understand that this is somehow an
Sarkisian’s decision to keep this pro- historical anomaly thatin the 21st cen-
cess alive because we think that thatury there is a closed border in Europe
enables Turkey and Armenia both to and that that's not a phenomenon that
work towards a vision of peace and can continue to exist.”
stability and reconciliation,” she added. The diplomat also praised hun-
While reaffirming U.S. support dreds of Turks who took to the streets
for protocol ratification, Yovanovitch of Istanbul on April 24 for the first-
declined to criticize Ankara for the ever publicremembrance of more than
current stalemate in the normalization one million Armenians massacred in
process. “I'm not sure it’s construc- the Ottoman Empire during World War
tive to cast blame on [either party],” One. “This year is the first year that
she said. “What | would say is that the there have been not just one but three

delegates of the Parliamentary Assem-U.S. position has always been clear:ceremoniesin Turkey marking the April

that this process should move forward 24 Armenian Remembrance Day,” she
in a reasonable timeframe and withoutsaid. “And we all remember the ‘I
preconditions.” apologize’ campaign from last year.”
Yovanovitch sounded an opti- Yovanovitch further said that the
mistic note about the future of Turk- Armenian authorities have made some
ish-Armenian relations, pointing to progress in addressing the political
contacts between Turkish and Arme-
Continued on page 3

Yeni Musavat: Ankara Prevented Alyev’s Plans to
Unleash Military Actions Against Karabakh

BAKU -- President of Azerbaijan avoided failing the [normalization] pro-
Ilham Aliyev was planning to unleash cess with Armenia and being discred-

cial who headed the MOD department's December 27, 2009, Sargsyan andmilitary actions against Nagorno ited. The essence and the secret of the
information group, was found guilty Ayvazyan were detained: Sargsyan wasKarabakh prior the signing of the Ar- current tension between Baku and
of complicity by way of providing accusedofincitingthe crime,and Ayvazyanmenia-Turkey Protocols, which was Ankara are related to that issue. The

Sargsyan with a copy of the secret— of disclosing the top-secret order.

staved off due to a last-minute effort initiative by the ruling Justice and De-

order, and given a one-year suspended According to the bill of indict- by the Turkish National Intelligence
prison sentence. Ayvazyan was setment, “Sargsyan asked Ayvazyan to Organization (MIT), writes local Turk-
free from the court-room. photocopy the extract of the top-se-ish daily Hurriyet, citing an article in

According to the indictment, in cret order, and give it to him;” that is the local Azerbaijani daily Yeni Musafat.
December 2009, Sargsyan spread aro say, Sargsyan incited Ayvazyan to “Azerbaijani President Ilham
extract of the top-secret order of thencommitting a crime. Aliyev’s plan to unleash military ac-

velopment Party to normalize relations
with Armenia would come to nought,
should Azerbaijan have unleashed mili-
tary actions that time,” reads the ar-
ticle in Yeni Musavat.

Further the newspaper writes that

Defense Minister Mikael Harutyunyan,

“There is no such practice that tions against Nagorno Karabakh wastoday too Turkey will “stop” Azerbaijan,

issued on February 23, 2008, accord-an inciter faces more severe punish-at the last minute prevented by MIT. should it want to resolve the issue

ing to which military units (which ment than the one who commits aThe intervention by Turkey’s National through military ways.

were later involved in the March 1-2 crime. This is obviously a personal Intelligence Organization into Aliyev’s Citing its own sources in MIT,

post election clashes), not foreseen byrevenge, and itis an order from above,”plans took place about a year ago.Hurriyet, in turn, writes that it will in

the legislation of Armenia, were cre- Sargsyan’s attorney Hovik Arsenyan Interestingly, it took place before the no way make any comment on the

ated within the MOD system. told ArmeniaNow. signing of the Protocols between Ar- publication which will make it impos-
The existence of such an order menia Turkey in Switzerland. Turkey, sible to find out the authenticity of

gave a cause both to oppositionists and Continuedonpage3 by preventing Azerbaijan’s plans, what was said in the article.
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World Premier Launch of Theodik’s HUSHARTSAN’s
First Bilingual Turkish-Armenian Edition

On April 19,2010, aworld premier Cultural Bolsahay Association — with program. early years in Istanbul: “As children of
book launch was held in the Aram- the authorization of its sister association Avery moving 4-minute slideshow that neighborhood we used to play in the
Khatchaturian Hall of the Bolsahay Cul- in Montreal — conducted a preliminary with Hrant Dink's photos and back- Armenian cemetery at Taxim, and |
tural Association of Montreal. It was launch of this edition. ground music from Lacrimosa of don’t remember ever having seen a me-
Theodik’'s HUSHARTSAN'’s Aram Khatchaturian Hall in Mozart’s requiem, followed. morial stone for the martyrs of April 11.
(«Hushartsan April 11-i» = Memorial to Montreal was filled to capacity with The next speaker, Montreal law- That means that it must have been de-
April 11) first bilingual (Turkish-Arme-  various leaders and representatives ofyer Harry Dikranian — also arecognized stroyed very early on.” He then went on
nian) edition (Editor: Dora Sakayan). the Armenian community of Montreal. activist regarding Genocide recognition to say: “There are many other questions
The book was prepared for publication Master of ceremonies, Ms. Ani Arme- in Canada and abroad — focused onthat remain unanswered: How could
in Montreal and was printed in 2010 in nian, welcomed all present, particularly Theodik’'s biography. Theodik himself Theodik’'s book HUSHARTSAN disap-
Istanbul by the «Belge Publishers» (Pub-Mr. Ragip Zarakolu, describing the spe- had been subjected to forcible deporta-pear so mysteriously? Why was the
lisher: Ragip Zarakolu). The publishing cial guest as “the very courageous jour-tion and jail, but miraculously survived. Arabic script of the Ottoman era re-
expenses were defrayed by a group ofhalist and publisher, the fighter for free- Coming back to Istanbul, he decided to placed with Latin letters? Why did Turk-
Montrealers, most of whom were origi- dom of speech and social justice in compile biographies of the elite intelli- ish history books hide the Great Disaster
nally from Istanbul. Turkey, the man who was instrumental gentsia of Armenians who lost their lives from the young generations? These ques-

Thefirsteditionof HUSHARTSAN in the creation of the bilingual in1915. Dikranian described Theodik astions are crucial, particularly for an Ar-
appeared in Istanbul in 1919. It was HUSHARTSAN.”Ms. Armenianadded: a man who loved books and who, de-menian who has lived in Istanbul.” Mr.
written by Theodik (Theodoros -“lItis for all of us gratifying to know that spite his difficult, at times tragic life, Garmirian gave lavish praise to Ragip
Lapchindjian) and was the first book to the 2010 edition of HUSHARTSAN, al- contributed greatly to Armenian histori- Zarakolu, the advocate for free speech
commemorate the Medz Yeghern (Greatthough published in Turkey, was pre- ography. He was known for his series and human rights, for republishing the
Disaster), today more commonly re- pared for publication in Montreal. This “Everybody’s Alimanac”, chroniclingthe bookin Istanbul. Finally, he said: “Show
ferred to as the Armenian Genocide. Theendeavor is unprecedented as it is theeveryday life of Armenians in Turkey. me a Turk who would say: Publishing
130 page long book consisted of 2 sec-result of a close collaboration betweenTheodik had published 19 yearbooks HUSHARTSAN had become a passion
tions: The biographical section included Armenian and Turkishintellectuals.” She (1907-1929). However, Dikranian con- for me.” Garmirian expressed hope that,
biographies and photos of 761 Armenianthen introduced Professor Sakayan andluded, HUSHARTSAN was Theodik’s slowly but surely, things would change
intellectuals and community leaders from called her to the podium. most important work. in Turkey, and that soon a new and
Istanbul and other provinces who on In her opening speech, Sakayan Mr. Ara Garmirian, alongstanding greater Memorial stone would be erected
April 11, 1915 (April 24, 1915, accord- briefly recounted the history of and highly esteemed member of thethere.
ing to the modern calendar) were roundedHUSHARTSAN, tracing the book back Armenian community of Istanbul in Ms. Ani Armenian invited Prof.
up, deported or brutally killed. These to its origins. She then described theMontreal, thanked Prof. Sakayan andDora Sakayan to introduce the honor-
761 martyrs were people of such diversedifficulties encountered due to the com- Ragip Zarakolu for their initiative to able guest. Notwithoutemotion, Sakayan
standing as writers, journalists, clergy, plexity of this project, including transla- develop the new edition. Mr. Garmirian said: “It is an honor for me to introduce
doctors, academics, teachers, juriststion problems, political ramifications, gave an overview of the 2010 toyou Ragip Zarakolu, the man of inex-
etc. The literary section included the geographic distance between Montreal-HUSHARTSAN, focusing on Zarakolu’s plicable, ineradicable optimism who be-
heart-wrenching memoirs of the few Istanbul, etc. Sakayan thanked all thosantroduction inthe book. Speaking about lieves that he can win the fight for
Armenian intellectuals who miraculously who participated in the project: His Emi- the disappearance of both the book andreedom of expression from within Turk-

survived. nence, Bishop Bagrat Galstanian, whothe Memorial stone HUSHARTSAN, he

The new and bilingual 2010 edition was thefirstto promote HUSHARTSAN, gave the audience a reminiscence of his Continued on page 3
of HUSHARTSAN was published in Mr. Oskan Hazarabedian for organizing
commemoration of the 95Anniversary  the fundraising, and those who assisted . .
of the Great Disaster. This edition of withvariouslanguages: Hakob Chakryan Book of HlStOl‘y by Arakel of Tabrlz
HUSHARTSAN is dedicated to the with Turkish, Vrezh-Armen Artinian with Translated by George Bournoutian

memory of Hrant Dink, the Armenian Armenian, and Harry Dikranian with
journalist who was slain in Istanbul in English. She expressed specific thanks COSTA MESA, CA -- Mazda
January 2007. It consists of 3 sections:to Mrs. Maro Manavian who not only Publishers has announced the releas Ca ey
The first and introductory section (70 assisted with the layout and design butof the one-volume hardcover edition wrakel of labnz
pages) is entirely new and includes ar-also remained with the project until the of Book of History by Arakel of Tabriz
ticles devoted mainly to Hrant Dink. The completion of the camera-ready copy. inanewly revised annotated translated o
articles appear in three languages: Turk- It was Hrant Dink’'s dream, by George Bournoutian, with a new Book of History
ish, Armenian and English. In the fol- Sakayan said, to see this book maddntroduction. )
lowing two sections, the entire original accessible to the Turkish people. It was The book first appeared in two
of Theodik's HUSHARTSAN is pre- a book he had wanted to translate intopaperback volumes several years agq
sented on facing pages in Turkish andTurkish himself, publish and wave inthe and was soon out of print. It received
Armenian, which makes the book ac- face of denialists of the Armenian Geno- good reviews and was cited by numer-
cessible to both Turkish and Armenian cide. Sakayan detailed the many waysous scholars. Arakel’s Book of History
readers. Also new in the 2010 edition is the information in the new volume would is one of the main primary sources for
a bilingual index of the names of the impactthe Turkish reader, especially thethe history of Armenia, Iran, Georgia
Armenian martyrs. The original 130 pages younger generation of Turks fromwhom and Ottoman Turkey in the seven-
of HUSHARTSAN now totals 340 pages. the historical truth of the Armenian Geno- teenth century.

The publisher Ragip Zarakolu was cide has been withheld. This book would Arakel's unique account of the
a special guest at the premier launch.become the weapon par excellence tol urco-Persian wars and their terrible Geerge A, Bomrmestisn
Invited to Montreal for the occasion, his defy today’s Turkish apologists and to consequences for the Armenian people
flight included a stopover in Toronto, prove thatthe Armenian Genocide was awhich resulted in the deportation of

where on April 16, 2010, the Toronto premeditated and well-organized statesome 200,000 Armenians to Iran and
the establishment of the Armenian com-amazing messianic movement of

. munity in New Julfa, is the sole non- Sabbatai Sevi, which took place in
Through the Wall of Fire Persian source on the subject. Izmir and spread among the Jews liv-
In addition, Arakel’s describes ing in Ottoman Turkey.
the Iranian invasions of Georgia, as One of the most important and
GLENDALE, CA -- AbrilBook-  throughoutthe Arab and Islamic world. well as the Jelali revolts and its effect lengthiest chapters is the chronology
store and the Glendale Public Library During the1990s, she engaged in aon Armenia. Moreover Arakel, a of significant events, which occurred
cordially invite you to meet Muriel humanitarian aid effort for young Iraqi vardapet at Etchmiadzin, explains thein Armenia, Iran, and Ottoman Turkey
Mirak- Weissbach author of Through victims of Desert Storm and moni- decline and the corruption of the Holy from 651 to 1668, which Arakel com-
the Wall of Fire: Armenia-lrag-Pales- tored developments in Arab-Israeli re- See, during the long period when it had piled from various small chronicles
tine from Wrath to Reconciliation at lations. Her book, Through the Wall of more than one catholicos at the samédocated in the library at Etchmiadzin.
the Glendale Public Library Audito- Fire: Armenia-lrag-Palestine from time (coadjutors) and its revival after The new edition of Arakel's Book
rium, 222 East Harvard Street, on Wrath to Reconciliation tackles the 1629; the establishment of important of History (number 16 in the Armenian
Thursday, May 20, 2010, 7:30 pm. question, whether peoples and nationsmonastic schools in eastern Armenia; Studies Series, $65, xiii+637 pp.) will
Admission is free. who have been pitted against eachthe problems faced by the Armenians be available in all Armenian bookstores,
For the last twenty years, Muriel otherin geopolitically manipulated con- in Poland; the hardships experiencedas well as Amazon and Barnes and
Mirak- Weissbach has been active as &lict can ever reach true reconciliation by the Jews in Iran; natural disasters,Nobles in mid-May. It can also be
political journalist, traveling extensively and peace. such as earthquakes and fires; and thebtained directly from Mazdapub.com

Armenia-Iraq-Palestine from Wrath to Reconciliation
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Armenian Studies Program at the University of =~ 25th Anniversary of the Armenian Research
Michigan Receives $400,000 Gift From the Center at the University of Michigan-Dearborn

Manoogian Famil
2 y DEARBORN, Mich.--- An inter- He said the scholars will try to

ANN ARBOR, MICH.-- The Ar-  Armenian language and history, both national conference focusing on Arme- "analyze one particular episode fromthe
menian Studies Program (ASP) at thein Michigan and Armenia.” nia and its linkage to Diasporan Arme- history between Armenia and its
University of Michigan is pleased to The Alex and Marie Manoogian nians will highlight the 25th anniversary Diaspora from 1918 to the present.
announce new gifts from the Foundation, established by the patri- founding of the Armenian Research Cen- Sanjian also emphasized that by
Manoogian Simone Foundation and thearch of the Manoogian family is a ter at the University of Michigan- "concentrating in each case in their
Alex and Marie Manoogian Founda- major contributor to Armenian cultural Dearborn Oct. 15-16. analysis of the beliefs and actions of one
tion. The combine gifts total $400,000 and philanthropic causes is currently "While still in the planning stage, particular Armenia - or Diaspora-based
to support ASP programs through theled by Mr. Richard Manoogian, a ma- we have received commitments from institution, organization, or renowned
2012 academic year. The gifts will jor philanthropistin his own right and scholars in Armenia, France, Switzer- individual who migrated to or from
specifically support fellowship pro- a renowned art collector. land and the United States," said ProfesArmenia," will help to improve the com-
grams for graduate students, pre and The Manoogian family has given sor Ara Sanjian, director of the highly munication link and understanding be-
post-doctoral fellows, and visiting millions of dollars over the years to acclaimed Armenian academic-researchtween the Armenian people.
scholars. In addition to the support for philanthropic efforts benefitting Ar- center. The scholars who will take part in
specific fellows this new gift will sup- menians, both in the homeland and the Sanjian said the conference will the two-day conference include Talar
port workshop opportunities that will diaspora. They have establishedexplore the critical facets that bind the Chahinian (University of California, Los
contribute to the Armenian Studies schools, centers, churches, and li-history of "relations between Armenia Angeles), Vicken Cheterian (CIMERA,
community in general and scholars in braries throughout the world. The and its Diaspora from 1918 to the Geneva), Lerna Ekmekcioglu,(U-M Ann
the US and abroad, including Armenia. Manoogian family established the Alex present.” Arbor), Karen Khachatryan (Institute of
This new gift extends a partnership Manoogian Chair of Armenian History, In the programming of the anni- History,National Academy of Sciences,
with the Manoogian Simone Founda- the first of its kind in the College of versary celebration, Sanjian said the conArmenia), Asbed Kotchikian, (Bentley
tion whose previous gift provided fund- Letters, Sciences and the Arts in 1981,ference title "Armenia and its Diaspora University), Vartan Matiossian, Inde-
ing for graduate and post-doctoral fel- followed by the Marie Manoogian Chair Institutional Linkages and Cross-Border pendent Scholar, New Jersey), Jean-
lowships at UM and in Armenia, of ArmenianLanguage and Literaturein Movements" was formulated to inform Robert Raviot (Universite de Paris),
strengthened a visiting scholar pro- 1987. Because of their generosity, UM the public about the changes taking placeAmatuni Virabyan, (National Archives
gram, and made possible internationalhas been able to attract leading Arme-since Armeniaregained itsindependenceof Armenia), and Taline Ter Minassian,
conferences, graduate workshops, andiian scholars, including professorsin 1991. (Institut national des langues orientales,
an outreach program. Ronald Suny and Kevork B. Bardakjian, He said the two-day confernce is Paris).

The Manoogian Simone Founda- as well as the current director of the the beginning of a series of ARC events AniKasparian, a public school edu-
tion is headed by Louise Manoogian Armenian Studies Program, Gerard for the 2010-2011 academic year atcator, serves as chair of the nine-mem-
Simone, daughter of the late Detroit Libaridian. In addition to these senior UM-Dearborn. ber ARC anniversary planning commit-
businessman and renowned benefacscholars, the program has sponsored 6 The Center was founded by tee. In accepting the chair duty Ms.
tor Alex Manoogian and sister of Rich- new graduate students in Armenian stud-Professor Dennis Papazian, now living Kasparian, stressed that "while we mark
ard Manoogian, who is Executive Chair- ies at the University of Michigan, 8 inNew Jersey. The UM-professoremeri- the ARC's silver anniversary, we wantto
man of Alex Manoogian’s Fortune 500 post-doctoral and 8 visiting scholar tus, from the very inception of the extend a welcome to the metro Detroit
Taylor-based Company, MASCO Cor- fellowships and otherwise engaged morefounding of the Dearborn UM-Armenian community to take part in the confer-
poration. “My parents started the than 70 scholars worldwide in interna- Research Center, was the driving forceence and the Saturday night banquet
Armenian Studies Program at UM,” tional conferences and some 30 gradu-n its development into"a crown jewel to re-discover the academic Armenian
said Simone, “and this gift will expand ate students in workshops. in the research of Armenian history." research jewel we have here at UM-
the program by providing funds to For more information on the Papazian will also attend the two- Dearborn. "
prepare and train young scholars in theArmenian Studies Program at the Uni- day October conference as a participant She said particulars for the public
field as well as bring vibrancy to the versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, please and honorary chair. to attend the two-day open conference
field by encouraging research on theVisit our website at www.ii.umich.edu/ Sanjian said the nine scholars will and Saturday night banquet will be
Armenian past and present.” to studyasp. deliver original papers on "select aspectsannouced this summer.
of relations between Armenia and the Committee members include Pro-

World Premier Launch of Theodik’s HUSHARTSAN Diaspora over a period of more than 90fessor Ronald Stockton, David

years," and added that their papers willTerzibashian, Alice Nigoghosian, Hosep
Continued from page 2 miracle that Theodik stayed alive.” focus on Armenia's three distinct politi- Torossian, Ardag Tachian, Edward
Speaking about present-day develop-cal systems that were in power." Bedikian, and Mitch Kehetian.

ish borders, and not from the outside.ments in Turkey, Zarakolu observed " .
Who, in spite of perpetual harassment,some progress. For instance, on the Envoy Reaffirms U.S. Approval Of Armenian Move
continues his strife for reform in his occasion of the 95anniversary of the  continued from page 1 thorities in June last year.
country and with unwavering convic- Armenian genocide, a Symposium was Still, Yovanovitch said the fact
tion says: “... Not for the Armenians or planned this year on April 24 in Ankara, fallout from the 2008 post-election thatsome oppositionists remainin jailis
any others — but for the citizens of and that Mr. Zarakolu, too, would partici- unrest in Yerevan. She argued that the‘an issue of concern to us.” “I want to
Turkey, to become a real democratic pate. However, he said, it is a shame thayast majority of Armenian opposition assure you this is a very important issue
country, we must face certain realities’. the Turkish government perpetuates themembers and supporters arrested folfor us, and | think we've made our
(...) Sakayan then concluded her intro-annihilation of historical remnants in the lowing the February 2008 presidential concerns known through various me-
duction by saying: “For thirty-three years, country, and pursues an official policy of election have been set free under adia, including the [State Department’s

Zarakolu has been translating and print-Turkification of names, mainly toponyms. general amnesty declared by the au+ecent] human rights report,” she said.
ing books that break the barriers of Afterhisspeech, Zarakolu answered ques:

silence instilled by the Turkish Govern- tions related to the book.

Former Defense Ministry Official Goes to Prison

ment about the Genocides of the Chris- Throughout the event, the names

tian minorities in Turkey, Armenians, and photographs ofthe Armenian victims Continued from page 1 (which is usually done if a defendant
Greeks and Assyrians alike. What anof 1915 were displayed on the screen pleads guilty.)

accomplishment! 38 publications trans- with Armenian liturgical music playingin Sargsyan insists the case was “He [Sargsyan] agreed to have a

lated from Greek, over 45 from Armenian the background. Accompanied by pianistinitiated because of the personal dis-quick trial out of despair, in order to
into Turkish! There are more to come. Khatchatur Ghazaryan, soprano Hasmikagreements that he had with the MODhave a milder sentence, which, how-
And now, the bilingual edition of the book Gasparyan touched the hearts of all in thenigher authorities. ever, was not done and failure to do
HUSHARSTAN, which he callsthe high- audience by performing two songs, He does not plead guilty, even thatis also illegal,” says defense attor-
light of his publishing career. Mr. Zarakolu Anduni and Groong by Komitas. And though he agreed to have a quick trialney Arsenyan.
is indeed an unsurpassed and uniquehere was a stunned silence in the hal
democratic literary hero of our time.” when Nareg Kazarian magnificently read
The renowned Turkish publisher selected poems by Ruben Sevag
Ragip Zarakolu was received with unani- Siamanto, and Daniel Varuzhan.
mous applause from the audience. He Book signing followed with Pub-
thanked Prof. Dora Sakayan and Marolisher Zarakolu and Editor Sakayan.

Manavian and said: “I was very much Among the many activities commemo- News. Informationen. Kommentare.
afraid that we would not succeed in rating the 98 anniversary of the Arme-

publishing this book. Butwe made it! It nian Genocide, April 19, 2010 was in- .
was a miracle that the lost book reap-deed amemorable evening atthe Bolsaha WWW.maSS|SWQek|y.C0m
peared, now also in Turkish, as it was aCultural Association of Montreal.

ArmenienInfo.net




Dilijan Concert Series Celebrates Its
Fifth Season

By Charles Fierro

Massis weekly

tions were the perfect foil for the
profoundly moving Komitas songs ar-

MAY 8, 2010

Piano and Percussion Duo Concert at the
Zipper Hall

LOS ANGELES -- Veryfewpeople Soviet Union. His father once was arock

For any arts organization, the ranged for string orchestra by Sergeyin the history of music looked at a piano guitarist and a lead singer in a famous

fifth year is a significant landmark. At Aslamazyan.
that point they have demonstrated vi-

as an instrument capable of emulatingband “Sazandare“and his mother was a

The conductorless 16-member entire symphonic orchestra. The first painterand a designer. Atage six Mikael

ability, established their reputation and UCLA Camarades String Ensemble was Franz Liszt who took Beethoven began to play piano and without any help
developed a following. Under the vi- delivered the Beethoven Grosse Fugesymphonies and transcribed them for affom adults mastered several popular
sionary leadership of its directors, and Komitas pieces with panache andpjano. Liszt broadened capabilities of themelodies. It was easy to spot a talent and
Vatsche Barsoumian and Movses sensitivity. Violinists Guillaume Sutre concert piano by different use of pedal his parents took him to a music school,
Pogossian, the Dilijan Chamber Music and Movses Pogossian, violist Paulaand unusual hand technique. where he began to win series of compe-
Series in Los Angeles has accom-Karolak and cellist Antonio Lysy re- Mikael Oganesian, an award win- titions for young talents. At age twelve
plished all this and more. Itis now one vealed the heartfelt emotion in the ning pianist who is currently a post- Mikaelwonthe all-state competition and
of the jewels of the Southern Califor- Beethoven Cavatina. doctoral student at USC is following the Performed “Polichinelle” by
nia arts scene. Bach’s Goldberg Variations (ina Frantz Liszt's footsteps. Mikael rear- Rakhmaninov.

Thisis due to the consistent qual- remarkable transcription for string trio ranged, transcribed and performed on a In 1998 the Oganesian family
ity of their performances as well as to by Dmitry Sitkovetsky) sounded so pjano many non-piano pieces. While moved to Israel, where Mikael won a
their unique mission: to present the completely idiomatic that one did not working on the West Side Story sym- young musician competition and was
classics of Western classical chamberat all miss their original setting for phonic dances by Leonard Bernstein heaccepted into one of the best music
music to Armenian-American audi- harpsichord. ~ Pogossian, Sutre andrealized that he is missing the non-me-school of the country, Thelma Yellin in
ences and to bring new Armenian musicLysy brought exhilarating tempos and |odic sounds and effects of the percus-Givataim. His mentors became famous

to a wider public.
No finer example of their suc- mance.
cess could be imagined than their con-

authoritative virtuosity to the perfor- sjoninstruments. He invited Alex Singer, Israeli composer and professor of the

a fellow USC doctoral student and a TA Buchman-Meta Music Academy Joseph

It was a stimulating concert ex- to co-create and perform the percussionPorfman and his wife piano instructor

cert of April 25 at Zipper Hall. In a perience, one that bodes well for thepart. Alex enthusiastically agreed to par- Lilia Dorfman. After graduating from
program for string instruments, com- future of the Dilijan Series. At its ticipate in the project and arranged per-the school, Mikael began his studies at
positions by two titans of Western conclusion, this writer, like the rest of cyssions for the West Side Story andthe Academy, was invited to tour as a
music flanked three pieces by the re-the audience, left the hall energizedseveral other transcriptions. This is how Soloist with The Young Israel Philhar-

vered composer/musicologist Komitas with renewed optimism.
(1869-1935). The futuristic complexi-

ties of two late Beethoven works Charles Fierro is a concert
(Grosse Fuge, Opus 133 and Cavatina pianist and Professor Emeritus of
from String Quartet, Opus 130) and Music at California State
J.S. Bach’s dazzling Goldberg Varia- University, Northridge.

Guitarist Iren Arutyunyan to Perform in
Positive Motion Concert Series

GLENDALE -- Armenian guitar-
ist Iren Arutyunyan, will be appearing
in Positive Motion Concert Series’ up-
coming concert, “For All Our Moth-
ers,” to be presented in honor of
Mother’'s Day at First Baptist Church
of Glendale on Saturday, May 8, 2010
at 7:30 p.m.

In addition, internationally criti-
cally acclaimed mezzo-soprano, Ruby
Hinds, will appear in her one-woman
multi-media show, “See there in the
distance,” a tribute to the legendary
contralto Marian Anderson, as well.
Hinds will be accompanied on piano by
noted conductor Frank Fetta.

Other repertoire for the concert
will include the World Premiere of
“Splashes of Spring” written by com- Arutyunyan; pianist Mary Au; trum-

the Sonic Fusion Duo was born. monic Orchestra, organized a series of
Sonic Fusion Duo arranges and concerts “Music of Armenia”, and after

transcribes classical music ranging fromWwinning a Mikhelstadt piano competition
Renaissance motets to contemporaryin Germany, was invited by famous
film scores and African beats. The resultPianist Daniel Pollack to the post doc-
is an amazing new world of sounds. toral studies at the USC Thornton School
While preserving the spiritand composi- of Music.

tion of the famous classical pieces the Sonic Fusion Duo started in 2010
duo is adding new dimensions to familiar but already generated excitement in the
melodies and making them contempo-Professional circles.

rary and edgy. Sonic Fusion Duo’s work Next Duo’s concert will be at the
is crossing over to the audiences thatZipper Hall, Downtown LA on Sunday,

previously were not among fans of theJune 6 @ 7:30 PM. Tickets can be
classical music. purchased at the duo’s web site

Theresultis an amazing newworld www.SonicFusionDuo.com or at the

of sounds. While preserving the spirit Zipper Hall's will call one hour prior to

and composition of the famous classicalthe concert.

pieces the duo is adding new dimensions ~ The address of the concert: The

to familiar melodies and making them Herbert Zipper Concert Hall

contemporary and edgy. The Colburn School
Mikael was bornin an artisticfam- 200~ South ~ Grand  Avenue

ily in Yerevan, Armenia, then part of the Los Angeles, California 90012

Garik Arutyunyan. Since she was 13, the junior category. She received two
Arutyunyan has garnered many awards,associate degrees in music and liberal
including first prize at the Aron Green/ arts from Los Angeles City College
ASTA Classical Guitar Competition. prior to receiving her high school di-
She was the grand prizewinner in theploma at age 16. In 2009, she gradu-
statewide junior category of the Ameri- ated with a Bachelors of Music degree
can String Teachers Association Com-from the University of Southern Cali-

poser George N. Gianopoulos, to bepeter llya Sergienko; and 16-year-old petition. She received first prize and fornia under the direction of virtuoso
performed by cellists Ruslan Biryukov cellist Andrea Yu in her Los Angeles an award for most outstanding perfor- Scott Tennant. She is currently con-

and Maksim Velichkin. Among the concert debut.
other performers participating in this

mance from the Armenian Allied Arts. tinuing her studies at USC in the pur-

Iren Arutyunyan began studying In 2006 Arutyunyan participated inthe suit of a Masters in Music degree

concert are: violinist Danielle Belen; classical guitar at the age of sevenParkening International Guitar Com- under the direction of her pervious
pianist Yana Reznik; guitarist Iren under the instruction of her father, petition and was selected a finalist in instructor Brian Head.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
(RFP #7528)

VOIP TELEPHONE SYSTEM
AND PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites pro-
posals from qualified firms inter-
ested in providing VolP Tele-
phone System & Profession
Services. A copy of the RFP m
be obtained beginning April 19
2010, via www.hacla.org/ps or b
calling (213) 252-5405 or 252

until 2:00 P.M., by May 25, 2010I
at 2600 Wilshire Blvd., #3100
Los Angeles, CA 90057.

4/29, 5/6/10
CNS-1842366#
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