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Bako Sahakian: Obama Pick For U.S. Ambassador To
Kosovo’s Secession Ruling Creates New Azerbaijan On Defensive At Senate Hearing
Political Situation in Karabakh WASHINGTON, DC -- The pick

of U.S. President Barack Obama to be
the next U.S. ambassador to Azerbaija
quickly found himself on the defensive
as he appeared before the Senate Co
mittee on Foreign Relations on July 22.
Matthew Bryza was one of the
mostvisible U.S. officials in the Caucasus
s region during the administration of
| former President George W. Bush, serv-|
ing as deputy assistant secretary of stat
for European and Eurasian affairs. He
was also the U.S. co-chair of the Minsk

X
Group, which seeks to broker a settle- *

at a rare news conference in . . ; -

Stepanakert late on Friday. He said it \KR president Bako Sahakian ment on Nagorno-Karabakh. ... U.S.ambassador nominee to Azerbaijan
' t r y. He sal Announced in late May, Bryza’s Matthew Brvza

will create a “new political situation”in insisted on Friday, however, that the nomination to fill the vacant post of U.S. i

the Karabakh conflict zone. ICJ ruling applies only to Kosovo and ambassador to Baku provoked an angryto just remain always objective and de-

___'That decision has an extremely Serbia and can not have any repercusresponse from Armenian Diaspora groupsiiver the tough messages when neces-
important legal, political and moral sions for the Karabakh conflict — a gnd a number of Armenian officials, sary,” he said.

Signiﬁcance and sets a precedent tha-t/leW essentially shared by the United who accuse Bryza of bias in the

can not be confined to Kosovo,” the states. _ Azerbaijani-Armenian dispute. committee questioned Bryza’s willing-
NKR Foreign Ministry said in a state- “Anyone who reads the ruling Bryza told the Senate committee ness to deliver those tough messages,

ment iSSL,Jed the next day. It saidwill see that this was a specific judg- that criticism comes with his job de- especially when directed at Azerbaijan.
Karabakh’s predominantly Armenian mentbased on facts unique to Kosovo,”scription. “Being criticized or being U.S. Senators Barbara Boxer (Demo-

population broke away from Azerbaijani U.S. State Department spokesmanthought of as being closer to one side or
rule “in full compliance with the basic Philip Crowley said on Friday. “We the other is part of the game, and | have Continued on page 2

principles of international law” and is certainly don’t think it applies to other
therefore also entitled to international circumstances.”

recognition. Sahakian made clear that the au- ECOlOngtS Picket Bank Over
A similar statement was also thorities in Stepanakert will not press
adopted by Karabakh’s three main po-Yerevan to formally recognize the NKR
litical parties. All of them are repre- as an independent state after the 1Cg——
sented in the local parliament and gov-ruling. “After all, Armenia bears re- I"’
ernment. sponsibility before the international
Armenia hailed the ICJ judgment community, and you can’t blame
shortly after its announcement on Armenia’s political leaders for not rec-
Thursday evening. Deputy Foreign ognizingthe NKR’s independence,” he
Minister Shavarsh Kocharian said Thesaid. “In this regard, we have never
Hague-based court ruled that peoplesexpressed our discontent with
self-determination should take prece-Armenia’s leadership.”
dence over territorial integrity of states “We believe that sooner or later
in the resolution of territorial or ethnic we will approach [the launch of] a
disputes. recognition process by Armenia,”
The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry added the Karabakh leader.

STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno-
Karabakh's leadership has welcomed
a United Nations court ruling that up-
held the international legitimacy of
Kosovo's secession from Serbia and
affirming its applicability to the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani conflict.

Bako Sahakian, the president of i
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR), 3
described the non-binding ruling
handed down by the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) as an “important event”

.

But a number of senators on the

Armenian Mining Project

Armenian Woman Disappears While Vacationing
in Turkey

Anna Davtyan, a 29-year-old citizen of Armenia, has disappeared in Turk
in mysterious circumstances. Anna and her boyfriend decided to spend t
holiday in Antalya. i .
Sabah reports that, after spending two days in Antalya, Anna decidedggyironmentalists stage a protest action in Yerevan
return to Dubai. However, on July 17 she disappeared from the hotel, where her
boyfriend had left her. YEREVAN -- About two dozen by the Armenian Copper Program
Anna’s mother, Karina Davtyan left for Antalya to find her daughter. Shenvironmental activists clashed with (ACP) mining company to develop a
said her daughter is six months pregnant and must have been kidnapped. police on Wednesday as they picketedmassive copper and molybdenum de-
the Armenian branch of a Russianposit in the northern Lori region. The

EU Sanctions Target Armenian Branch of Iranian  commercial bank that plans to finance Teghut deposit is estimated to contain

acontroversial mining projectin north- 1.6 million tons of copper and about
Bank Mellat ern Armenia. ' 100,000 tons of molybdenum.
New package of EU sanctions against Iran included the Armenian branch | "€ Police used force againstthe — The project, ifimplemented, will

of Bank Mellat, DPA agency reported. On July 26 EU foreign ministers confirm@gotesters after they blocked the en-lead to the destruction of 357 hectares

new sanctions imposed on Iran to hinder country’s uranium enrichment pfnce to the Yerevan head office of of rich forest, including 128,000 trees.
gram. the VTB-Armenia bank and refused to Critics say that would wreak further

The restrictions affect foreign trade, financial services, as well as djtanyoneinoroutofthe building. One havoc on Armenia’s green areas that
industry, the basis of Iran’s economy. The EU officials said it is “the most faf! (N€ protesters, Armenian Green Partyhave already shrunk dramatically since

reaching set of sanctions the EU has agreed to on Iran or indeed on any counf@der Armen Dovlatian, was injuredin the 1990s.

. the scuffle. ACP admits the heavy environ-
Annual Vacation The country’s leading environ- mental cost of its plans but says it will
ment protection groups and other non-be more than offset by 1,400 new jobs
governmental organizations have for

Massis Weekly will not be published for the next 2 weeks
our next issue will be dated August 21, 2010 years been campaigning against plans Continued on page 3
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Analysis:
What Are the Disadvantages of Applying Kosovo’s Example to Karabakh’s Independence?

By Aris Ghazinyan be defined first. It's a double-edged nized” (Eritrea, East Timor, Kosovo, reasons why the Republic of Armenia
ArmeniaNow.com sword, as much as it is meant to shakeAbkhazia, South Ossetia) — have pro-itself has not recognized NKR’s inde-
the bases of double standards, it isclaimed state sovereignty within the pendence.

The decision by the UN Interna- equally meant to enforce the virtual borders that had formed by the time of It is hard to say to what extent
tional Court of Justice, The Hague, character of international safety guar-conflict, whereas in case with the Armenian community in its current
announced on July22, according toantees. Karabakh the concepts of “current state allows to hold discussions on this
which Kosovo’s proclamation of inde- It should be enough to recall the Republic of Nagorno Karabakh” (NKR) issue, however, one thing is clear:
pendence does not contradict interna-international excitement with which and “former Autonomous Region of sooner or later this issue will become
tional law, became the news of the daySerbia’s new constitution was acceptedNagorno Karabakh” (ARNK) are quite the main domestic political issue in
in Armenia where such a decision is only four years ago. This celebration different. Armenia capable of provoking a major
believedto nullify Azerbaijan’s claims came a few months after Montenegro’s The territory of today’s NKR is crisis for the authorities, under certain
that the Armenian nation cannot gain secession, in 2006, when it seemed itapproximately 13,000 sg. m, whereascircumstances.
independence twice and have twocouldn’'t possibly go farther, consid- former ARNK’s territory was only 4, One way or another, at the mo-
states. ering the fact that back then Serbia lost500 sq. m. ment, it is impossible to automatically

“The Hague decision has made it its last exit to the sea. When speaking about the neces-apply the Kosovo principles to the
obvious that whatever Azerbaijan is It was under these circumstancessity of applying Kosovo's precedent to Karabakh issue. The two above stated
talking about completely contradicts of permanentconcessionsthat Serbia’she right of the people of Nagorno obstacles have to be overcome before
international law. The International current Constitution was adopted, Karabakh to self-determination, no- the moment — yet in the indefinite
Court of Justice has essentially said:called to show and prove that Serbianbody knows what territory exactly itis future — when the international com-

two Albanian states — Albania and concessions were by no means unilat+eferred to. munity is ready to apply the principle

Kosovo — have gained independence, eral. It is noteworthy that the indefi- of national self-determination to

says Deputy Foreign Minister of Ar- The preamble of the document niteness in thisissue is one of the mainNagorno Karabakh.

menia Shavarsh Kocharyan express-said in part: “Citizens of Serbia adopt

ing m;ilmal Yerevan.s position. the Qonstltutlon of the Rgpubhc of Obama Pick For U.S. Ambassador to Azerbaijan
ocharyan pointed out also that Serbia, based on state traditions of the

the decision was unprecedented in aSerbian people and the equality of rights on Defensive

sense that, for the first time, The of all citizens and ethnic communities

Hague touched upon a population’s of Serbia, as well as based on the factContinued from page 1 the senator, Bryza said “Armenia must

right to self-determination and territo- that Kosovo and Metohija are compos- agree that Nagorno-Karabakh is legally

rial integrity and the interrelation of ite parts of the territory of Serbia and crat-California) and Robert Menendez part of Azerbaijan.” Such statements,
these two issues, and made a decisiomave a right to autonomy within the (Democrat-New Jersey) pressed thesaid Menendez, had indicated to some
in accordance with the UN Charter. sovereign state of Serbia”. nominee on why he waited three monthsthat Bryza prioritizes the concept of
On February 17, 2008, Kosovo’s That statement essentially meant:to condemn the desecration of ancientterritorial integrity over that of self-
Albanian authorities unilaterally pro- this s it, no one will touch Serbia from Armenian gravesites in the town of Julfa determination. Both principles are ac-
claimed their independence from now on. What happened to “interna- in the Azerbaijani exclave of Naxcivan. corded equal weight in the Nagorno-
Serbia. More than 69 states have rectional guarantees” is common knowl- Videos that emerged in late 2005, Karabakh negotiating process.
ognized Kosovo's independence since.edge. Hence a conclusion: the “Kosovoallegedly showing Azeri troops attacking Bryza said his statement had been
Nonetheless, two permanent membersgprecedent” is indeed a double-edgedthe UNESCO-protected gravestones,incorrectly translated from Russian, and
of the UN Security Council — Russia sword, and moreover, the second edgeelicited condemnation from the Euro- pledged to respect the concept of self-
and China—do notrecognize Kosovo'sof it is much sharper and more often pean Parliament and other bodies beforaletermination for Nagorno-Karabakh’s
independence. used in the international practice. Bryza, at the time overseeing the regionresidents if he is confirmed as ambassa-
Today, it's hard to say how the That edge is the proof of non- as deputy assistant secretary of stategor to Baku.
Hague decision mightimpact the prin- existence of international guarantees.issued a public denunciation. "My philosophy when it came to
ciples of the Karabakh issue settle-The Constitution adopted under the He said caution on his part led to Nagorno-Karabakh was ‘I'm not worth
ment, given the fact that many westernpressure of “world community” today the delay. “[The] reason why | didn’t my weight in anything if | am not taking
diplomats have repeatedly stated thathas turned into a mere piece of paper inmore vigorously respond on the day the hits publicly and trying to push the
Kosovo and Karabakh are two abso-the hands of the same community. when|learned ofit, and in theimmediate leaders out of their comfort zone and
lutely different issues. The second aspect is more com-days thereafter, was because, againirying to encourage them to take the
And, before speaking about ap- plicated. The thing is that more and reports were just coming in, the video political risks required for a settlement,”
plying “Kosovo’s precedent”, the con- more new political entities — recog- footage is very foggy, it's grainy, it's Bryza added. “To do that, it required me
cept of “Kosovo’s precedent” has to nized, unrecognized, “semi-recog- difficult to see what happened,” Bryza to say things that made one side or the

said. other side a bit uncomfortable, in my
Armenian Gravestones Desecrated in Other allegations against Bryza in- estimation.”
. . cluded “failure to fully implement U.S. Bryza was responsible for the
NOVOI‘OSSlysk, Russia congressional appropriations for Caucasus as deputy assistant secretary
Nagorno-Karabakh,”“false prioritization of state when former U.S. Ambassador
KRASNODAR, of territorial integrity over self-determi- to Armenia John Evans was fired from
RUSSIA -- July 24 night, nation” for the territory, and playing a his post, but insisted he had played
the gravestones in at legst role in the dismissal of former U.S. “absolutely norole” in the dismissal, “as
two cemeteries where Ambassador to Armenia John Evans.hard as it is to believe.”
mostly Armenians are buf- There have been allegations that Evans Bryza also pledged to not let his
ied were destroyed in the was fired for his use of the term “Arme- personal life affect his work. His wife,
Russian city 0 nian Genocide” to describe the World Zeyno Baran, is of Turkish origin, which
Novorossiysk. War I-era mass killings of Armenians by some Armenian critics say leads to an
The Armenian Cul Turkish forces. anti-Armenian bias.
ture Society “Luys” jointly Before the Senate committee, Bryza Baran, who was present at the
with municipality and law was asked to respond to each of thesdearing, has also been cited as a source
enforcers are doing their accusations. He confirmed that only $2 of potential conflict of interest for Bryza
best to find the vandals; million of the $8 million appropriated by in terms of energy politics. She works
reported Yerkramas, newspaper of the They intend to meet with the the U.S. Congress lastyear for assistancéor the Hudson Institute, a Washington-
Armenians of Russia. heads of corresponding agencies toto Nagorno-Karabakh had been spent. based think-tank which receives fund-
It is not the first time Armenian present them Armenia’s position on When asked for a reason by Sena-ing from ExxonMobile and other energy
graves are desecrated by vandals. Théhe act of vandalism. tor Boxer, Bryza said his staff had as- companies.
incidents reoccurred in different dis- As a result of undertaken mea- sured him that humanitarian funds were Azerbaijan is a key “southern cor-
tricts of the Krasnodar region. sures (note of protest sent to Russiarbeing spent “in as efficient a way as ridor” country for planned increases in

Armenia’s General Consul in the foreign ministry, aletter by the Ambas- possible.” He consented to the request ofgas shipment from the Caspian region to
South Federal District Ararat Gomtsyan sador addressed to Krasnodar region’sBoxer to provide a “detailed accounting” Europe.
and the chairman of the region’s Ar- Governor Alexander Tkachev), the of all U.S. assistance to the area before While on the defensive for most of
menian community A. Gevorgyan will Novorossiysk authorities issued a state-his confirmation moves forward. the hearing, Bryza did enjoy the support
arrive in Novorossiysk on July 29 ment, saying the gravestones will be Menendez expressed concern atof Senator Dick Lugar (Republican-In-
under the instruction of Armenian restored on budgetary funds within comments made by Bryzato the BBC in diana), who called for his prompt confir-
Ambassador to Russia Oleg Yesayanseveral days. October 2008, in which, according to mation as ambassador.
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Witness to Genocide

How One Survivor of the Armenian Genocide Made Peace With the Past,
and Why the United States Has Yet to Do Likewise

By Jake Armstrong onset of series of cathartic brushesbefore reverting back to English.
PasadenaWeekly with death, that Flora Mouradian would “They took my education! They
finally overcome profound feelings of took my family! Do you know what it ¢
For 400 miles Flora Munushian self-pity and grief over losing what was like? | wentcrazy!” Florashouted. . ¢
Mouradian and her family marched, could have been some of the most“The bastards!” !

the dead and dying underfoot as nearlyenjoyable years in life. It was then, With that, the Turks seemed to ;

an entire nation inched closer to t0o, that her daughter saw the value ingain atonement and Flora a peace tha

oblivion. recording her mother’s horrific expe- lasted until her death in South Pasa-#
This forced exodus from Turkey fience. dena in 1989, her daughter said.

was filled with horrors, and by its end At 83 and diagnosed with a ter-

the 14-year-old Mouradian would see Minal heartcondition following a heart Doomed to repeat

her share of them — Turkish soldiers attack, Flora came to South Pasadena Glendale and Pasadena are homg g\, Marashlian, a Glendale Com-

trying to abduct her and her sister, theto stay with her daughter to live out to one of the largest Armenian popula-munity College history professor
disappearance of her brother at thewhat a doctor expected would be hertions in the country, and for years yno's written opinion pieces about
hands of the same soldiers, the deatdastdays. Kay figured those days would Congressman Schiff, who representsarmenian-Turkish relations for news-
of her grandmother during the march be very few; dementia had already the area, has tried to convince Con-papers here and abroad.
to Syria, and camps filled with tens of made strangers of friends and family gress of the need to formally charac- “I’'m not sure that the real tension
thousands of Armenians on the brink in Flora’s mind, and tremors kept her terize the 1.5 million Armenian deaths that exists now is enough to overcome
of starvation. from feeding herself as her health de-as a genocide, as France, Belgiumingse other factors,” Marashlian said.
So slim was the chance of sur- clined in the years prior. Russia, Italy, Canada and more than 20yrkey is still viewed in Washington
vival that Mouradian’s parents chose But, gradually and inexplicably, other countries have already done. Butys 5 valuable ally, so its image has
to abandon her and her sister a|0ngFIora became more alert, more activelegislation that would accomplish that declined a bit, but it's nowhere near
the way in an unfamiliar Syrian city, and, as her daughter tells it, the “darkgoal has fallen prey to the political being an out-and-out break.”
where she would be sold into a haremshadow” so much death and suffering process each time it's been introduced, Call for revival Glendale’s Katia
before stealing away to the United created suddenly lifted. The tremors due in large part to this country’s Kusherian, who submitted stories on
States, while her mother and fatherStopped, she rekindled friendships with strong political relationship with Tur- her family’'s ouster from the ancient
were forced to continue on for at leastPeople she was unable to recognizekey, a key ally in the Middle East that Armenian capital Tigranakert, said the
100 more miles, never knowing what months earlier and the hardness trag+o this day denies the massacres angiear-perennial defeat of legislation rec-
would become of their teenage daugh-e€dy had forged in her heart began todeath marches ever happened. ognizing the genocide has been a con-
ters. soften. “I just can’t explain it. It was But Schiff is hoping the Turkish stant disappointment to Armenians here
Mouradian lived to tell her story, @as ifall the traumathat had fallen upongovernment’s recent actions in sup-yyho want their adopted country to
and it is now one of many being en- her was completely released,” Kay port of Iran, which he said compli- rgcognize the atrocities that brought
tered into the Congressional Record tosaid. cated US diplomatic efforts to curtail many of them here. “My expectation is
propel US leaders over increasingly Buthealth problems landed Flora Tehran's nuclear capability, its com- jystice with a capital J,” Kusherian
complicated political obstacles keep- in the hospital again soon after. Oneplicity in the recent fatal Gaza aid gajq. “Armenian people all hope that
ing the United States from officially hight as she seemed to be leaving thdlotilla raid and its changing sentiment tnis time is the time. We have been
recognizing the Armenian Genocide, living world, she returned again, this toward Israel may finally break the disappointed year after year. For po-
inwhich 1.5 million people perished at time with a sibylline prophecy. “Do  hold diplomacy has had on recognizing jitical reasons we can't just ignore the
the hands of the Ottoman Empire be-You know why I'm still here?” she what most historians consideracrimejustice, ignore the truth. This is a
tween 1915 and 1923. That recogni- asked her daughter. “Because if | died,against humanity. moral thing, and without morals any
tion could carry enough weight to nobody would know.” Then she told "If we are to assert our moral country will go down.”
force reparations from the govern- her daughter she would write a book leadership in the fight for human rights, What exactly would happen ifthe
ment in modern-day Turkey — a stra- about her life, and Kay set out soonwe cannot pick and choose which ynited States were to recognize the
tegically positioned US allyinavolatile after to trace the desert path her angenocides to recognize,” Schiff said. genocide is uncertain, but some hope it
region — and bring some solace to acestors walked during their forced “Every year, the Turkish lobby fights \yqyid bring about the return of prop-
culture that has long been denied peacedeportation. recognition with a multimillion-dollar erty and territory taken by the Turks.

say descendents of Armenian Geno-  One of the stories Flora relayed lobbying effort. But Turkey's recent «The dream for a lot of Armenians is
cide survivors. to her daughter began in Aleppo, Syria,decision to embrace Iran, its attemptinat we gain all that territory back and

“What other country will be the Where her mother and father left her to block sanctions against Iran’s nucleargyce again call it Armenia, but | doubt
most powerful country to stand up and a_md her si_ster before walking to their program and its defense of the clericalinat will ever happen,” Kay Mouradian
say this happened and it should belikely demise. That's where the then- regime's crackdown on its own peopleggiq.
corrected, it should be recognized?"14-year-old Flora was sold to a should cause members of Congress to But, as a retired educator,

asked Katia Kusherian, a Glendale resi-wealthy Turkish man who made her question their willingness to back its \ouradian said she would rather see
dent who submitted three stories of the newest member of his harem. Butcampaign of genocide denial.” Turkey sponsor a college fund for
her family’s struggle to Rep. Adam as she was being carted off, Flora Now, in what he calls an effortto Armenian students. “We lost our best
Schiff, D-Pasadena, who is headingPleaded with ayoung Armenian boy in educate his colleagues on the impor-4nq brightest, and it's taken 96 years

up the project. “Otherwise, the souls the street to tell her sister what hadtance of recognizing the genocide, for the Armenian intelligentsia to re-
of the dead cannot be in peace, and oupappened to her. The same night, heiSchiff is making the stories of Flora yjye » she said.

souls are not in peace.” sister donned Muslim garb and snuck Mouradian and other survivors part of Mouradian said it could also heal
her away from the harem, her daugh-the national record. the rift that exists between Turks and

‘Pain that never sleeps’ ter said, and a Syrian family then gave But while Ankara’s actions may aArmenians in the Middle Eastand clear

Memories of the death march, her refuge until she left for the United not be winning any new friends in up misconceptions that hinder greater
which began in 1915 after the reform- States. Congress, Turkey’s position as a US cyjtyral unity. “The ordinary citizen in
istand nationalistic Young Turks came trading partner, ally and NATO mem- Ty key has no knowledge of what
to power in the Ottoman Empire, ‘The bastards!’ ber give it a strong enough position to happened at that time. They have an
haunted Mouradian from the time she Researching for a book about her continue denying the genocide despiteyninion of Armenians as bad people,”
set foot in Boston, a member of the mother’s struggle, Flora in 1988 was the recent developments, according toghe said.

growing Armenian diaspora fleeing inAleppo searching for relatives of the

persecution that would continue family thattookin her mother after she Ecologists Picket Bank

through 1923 under the Young Turks’ €scaped the rich man’s harem. Then

equally ethnically exclusive predeces- She learned her mother was back in the&ontinued from page 1 Russian bank VTB delaying the release
sors, the Turkish Nationalists. Bottled hospital for the fourth time. of a$300 million loan promised to ACP.

for decades, the torment would escape When Kay arrived at the hospital, which it has pledged to create in the The company needs the loan to launch
in bursts when Mouradian tried to her mother was on her side in bed inarea. The Liechtenstein-registeredopen-pit operations at Teghut.
relate her ordeal to her young daugh-the cardiac care unit. “I don’t know company has also pledged to build new The protest outside VTB-Arme-
ter, Kay Mouradian. why | didn’t die,” her mother whis- schools and make other investments innia followed reports that the Russian
“Hunger is a pain that never pered. the local infrastructure. bank will disburse the sum later this
sleeps,” Kay Mouradian, now a South Days later Kay was bewildered to The projectwas formally approved year. The protesters demanded that
Pasadena resident, recalled her mothefind her mother sitting straight up in by the Armenian government in 2007. the bank withhold funding for the “il-
saying. the hospital bed bellowing in Turkish, The subsequent global economic crisislegal project.” Bank executives refused
But it wasn’'t until 1984, at the alanguage she hadn'tused in 50 yearsdelayed its implementation, with the to meet with them.
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A.G.B.U. Partners with the Levitt Pavilion AMAA’s Albert Momjian, Esq., Honored as
Pasadena to Present a Night with Top Lawyer in Pennsylvania
Gor Mkhitarian and The GOR Band

Top 100 Pennsylvania Super Law-
yer. Chair of Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis Family Law Department. Author.
Lecturer. Honorary Counsul, Republic
of Haiti. Husband. Father.

Albert Momjian, Esq., a special
friend to the Armenian Missionary Asso-
ciation of America (AMAA) for over 40
years, answers to all of these titles and
many more. Momjian was recently fea-
tured on the cover of Pennsylvania Su-
per Lawyers 2010 magazine and in the
magazine’s article titled “Family Guy”,
which highlights him as one of the top
100 Pennsylvania Super Lawyersin 2010.
He has been the recipient of this high
honor each year since 2004.

Momijian has generously served
and supported the AMAA in many ways
over the years. He has served as its solicipublications including The Philadelphia

- tor for over 40 years, as President fromInquirer, The Boston Globe, the National
Gor Mkhitarian and GOR Band 1993 to 1997, as a Board member forLaw Journal, CNN.com and by the As-

many years, as Chairman of the Wills andsociated Press.

PASADENA, CA -- Levitt Pavil- Yatrika Shah-Rais, Host and Pro- Bequests Committee for over 10 years and Momijian, who has served as Hon-
ion and The Armenian General Be- ducer of Global Village (KPFK 90.7 as Treasurer of the Armenian Evangelicalorary Consul for the Republic of Haiti in
nevolent Union (A.G.B.U.) of South- FM) was quoted as saying “Comple- World Council for over 10 years. Pennsylvania since 1978, has spent the
ern California partnered for the first mented by wonderful vocals, reflec- A practicing attorney for over 50 last 30 years dedicating time to the deliv-

time ever by sponsoring Armenian tive lyrics and tasteful arrangements,years, Momjian earned his undergraduateery of humanitarian and medical aid to
singer/songwriter Gor Mkhitarian in Gor’s melodies are simple, yet beauti-and law degrees from Columbia Univer- Haiti, and providing legal counsel and
concert on Friday evening, July 9th, ful and fresh to the ears.” sity. He currently serves as chair of his supportfor Philadelphia’s substantial Hai-
2010. Gor’'s performance on Friday firm's Family Law Department in Phila- tian population. Since the unprecedented
Prior to the concert, a wonderful night at the Levitt Pavilion in Pasadenadelphia. Momjianis anationally renowned earthquake in January, he is spending
reception was held on the patio of thelived up to Shah-Rais’s praise of his family law attorney regarded as the deanmuch time helping the Haitian people
adjacent community center organizedunique musical talent. Accompanied of the Pennsylvania family law bar. locate their families and obtain passports
by the ladies of the A.G.B.U. Special by his band, Gor mesmerized his audi- Pennsylvania Family Law, a land- to visit; arranging for medical supplies
Events Committee. Notable amongence. His fans, Armenian and non-mark treatise which he co-authored in and equipment and tents to be shipped to
the many attendees were Mr. Berj Armenian alike, of all ages, who had 1978, was the first book of its kind to Haiti; attending conferences for the re-
Shahbazian, Chairman of the Southerrcome from as far away as the Sanprovide such a comprehensive and pracconstruction of Haiti; and lecturing at
California District Committee, CJ Fernando Valley were captured by histical approach to family law and is often schools and universities about Haiti — its
Whitcomb, Executive Director of the renditions of familiar Armenian songs, cited by the Commonwealth’s appellate history, its people and the damage created
Levitt Pasadena, Yasmin Alpay, Ex- which were presented with a blend of courts. He has been quoted in numerousy the catastrophic earthquake.
ecutive Director of A.G.B.U. Califor- the non-traditional rock and folk

nia and Members of the Board of the rhythms. . .
Levittand A.G.B.U. The real surprise of the evening The Ladies Society of St. Peter Church
Ms. Alpay acknowledged the col- was when Rev. Father Vazken Are in Paradise

laboration between the two organiza- Movsesian, Pastor of St. Peter Arme-
tions and thanked the members of eachian Apostolic Church and Youth Cen-
for their strong support of the arts andter in Glendale, took to the stage ac-
for their contribution to helping raise companying the band by playing bass
awareness of the types of programsguitar. Everyone was impressed by
and opportunities for enrichment of- his performance, an unexpected treat
fered to the Pasadena community by It was both refreshing and capti-
key non-profit organizations such asvating to watch Gor Mkhitarian per-
the A.G.B.U. and Levitt. form at the Levitt Pavilion, which is

As for the celebrated artist of the featuring many great entertainers this
evening, Gor Mkhitarian, widely known summerincluding Grammy nominated
throughout Armenia, launched his solo vocalist Perla Betalla, Grammy nomi-
careerin 2001, releasing seven albumsated trumpeter Christian Scott, Estaire
since. Having been nominated for aGodinez, Kenny Edwards, Barbara
total of eleven industry music awards, Morrison, Karla Banoff, Brian Vogan
Gor continues to make fresh and com-and many more.
pelling music that successfully fuses Friday night, with standing room
traditional Armenian music with both only, Armenians were truly filled with
rock and folk idioms. He movedto Los pride to see one of their own on stage ; _
Angeles in 2003 where drummer Andre entertaining the music lovers in a com- from the left: Audrey Matoesian, Seta Mitilian, Manoush Devian, Carla Simonian,
Harutyunyan, bassist Varoujan munity outreach program. A.G.B.U. Marjie Sarkesian, Rose Ketchoyan, Gerri Day, Chairman Kathleen Paul, Mary
Hovakimyan, pianist Art Grigorianand is to be congratulated for a job well zoryan, Linda Defazio, Hermine Mitilian, Renee Missakian, Adrineh Ghookasian

guitarist Jay Dean joined him and formeddone. and Jermin Demiral. Not pictured: Sandi Hampar and Christine Jelloian.
the now famous GOR Band. Reported by Kevork Keushkerian

NAN NUYS, CA -- The Ladies Society of St. Peter Church in Van Nuys have

- been working very diligently preparing for their"52nnual Fashion Show and
Al‘lll@lllEllIllfO . net Luncheon which will be held on October 30, 2010. This year’s event promises to be
a special treat as the venue has changed and will take place at the Four Seasons Ho
in Westlake Village. As with years’ past, there will be a wonderful boutique and social
hour which will begin at 10:00 a.m. and the luncheon will follow at noon. Those
attending this fabulous event will dine on delectable food all while enjoying a fashion
show filled with exquisite couture.

In keeping with this year’s theme, the Ladies Society of St. Peter Church would
like to “Welcome you to Shangri-La” as the Four Seasons Hotel in Westlake Village
truly feels like being in Paradise. This is a great occasion to share with someone
special, mother or daughter, sister or friend. The day truly will be a memorable
occasion. For tickets or more information contact Manoush Devian (818)886-8950.

News. Informationen. Kommentare.
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- - 1800 - GANTOUS PUTINKA e
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i!EPDEAD-D OR SILVER ABOU RAAD VODKA B VER OR REPOSADO 7YEARS

1785 E. Washington Blvd. (corner of Allen) 825 W. Glenoaks Blvd. {corner of Highland)
Pasadena, CA 91104 Glendale, CA 91202

Hours: rEIEaE:: ??’E‘.‘::n S:m - 8pm lM I S S I 0 N (818) 242-0683

Hours: Mon. - Sat., 9am - 8pm
Closed Sunday Wine & Spi Closed Sunday

Southern California’s Premier Wine & Spirits Superstore!

*This ad expires on 082110 = We reserve the right to limit quantities = Mo CCs » Sales tax cxcluded = Prices subject to change without notice,
« Ad prices may remain in effect konger than the time period indicated « Al iberms are T50ml in size unless specified.
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Labneh, Felg Cheese, ang 2

Raw Kubbeh

Lebanese Special Mezza ....
Hummos, imiabbal, Tabbouleh, Folafel, Spinach and Meal
Figs, Row Kubbeh, Salad, Kebbeh, Vegetarian Grape Leaves,
Shawarma (Beel or Chicken). Your
choice of Kebabs lamb. Brefl Chicken, and Kaffa)
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EVERY SATURDAY
Live Arabic Music

MOHAMAD SALEM
& HIS BAND

oeenenensp€F person $27

shek Wahab

WHOLE LAMB SPECIAL
$245.00 + Tax

Whole Lamb Stuffed with Rice, Almonds, Pine Nuts and Pickles

WHOLE LAMB WITH MEZZA
$399.00 + Tax

LEBANESE SUSHI

................................... $1095 |/400 pm. - 8:00 pm.)
51095 E . S
51095 FEEREE
. $10.95
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(12 noon-4:00 pm}
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(626) 281-1006
(626)
910 E. Main Str.
ALHAMBRA, CA

576-1048
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INVITATION FOR BIDS
(IFB 7789)
FIDELITY INSURANCE
FOR LA LOMOD

LA LOMOD invites from
gualified insurance carriers,
brokers and agents to provide
Fidelity Insurance for LA
LOMOD, the Performance-
Based Contract Administrator
(PBCA) of project-based Sec-
tion 8 contracts in Southern
California. Copies of the IFB
may be obtained by contacting]
Connie Loyola at (213) 4134
2368 or by e-mail
connie.loyola@hacla.org. The
IFB may also be downloaded]
at www.hacla.org/ps. Bids will
be accepted until 2:00pm, Au-

gust 4, 2010.
7122, 7/29/10
CNS-1901859#
MASSIS WEEKLY

Jdurant
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1060 North Allen Ave
Pasadena, CA 91107
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