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Udwlnph bv U. olnilnh ubdpl Gujbwo' b6 nt hwiwwnmwinp
whbGhuwniphilGGbpny 4p npdwinpblf bynn 2011 p. Unp Swphl:
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uljgpnilfuyhl hhgniwoéflbpn, whupblswlhwl wpwpflibpni, qnpu
nupdwlbint hwdwp wlqop dGwghl wppwphh inkpniphilGGbpp:
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Juwlalwnnt hpwwwpwlujhli pnunnmdlbpni' Gphpl wlqud,
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Gupqp, owlop UbfbluyniphillGbpny:
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Uvhpywbwmwlywl Gnp plngph Gqlwdwdbp: VUV-ywbunwlhwub
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Gwbt blpwhwy dGwg wpwnwfhl GlGynidlGbpni: Phdwqgpuibyg
ndnitwpniphillbp, npnlGf fungplinninbghl hwypbGh junwypunugfp
GbpfpG bt wpwnwfhl SwhwuwpnullGbpne puwy:
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Ubylnidp:  nn puphl pjuwy 2011, tnp Swpniwl wmoliwlwl
quiniuwnp: bpgm wwpuwqulbpnil w)' Jbp upinbpp §p 1bgnipl
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hwuwmwwn hwdngnidny, np 2011 Swphl juiny wyhwinp hwwnniglh
wlgling nmwpniwl wpdwlwgpniwd guibpp, qpywlflibpp,
gnponitwd wlwpnupniphillbpp: Uju hwiwwinfny jbgniwo,
sbpdopll Ypn rlinphwinpblGf Sbp dnpnynipnph Gnp muphlG b
Upp. 0lnilnp, dYwnpbjny wlnp wdblwjl puphf, h
Ywullwinph' wpnpwup, dnpnypnuwiup, Thwulwlwl, pbnnil
bt qunnignnulwl LbwGf:
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SDHP Chairman Setrak Ajemian: Turkish Poll Finds Little Support For
Authorities Were Unable To Or Did Not Want Armenia Border Opening
To Implement Reforms Only one in four Turks supports roughly down the middle on the West-

a quick and unconditional opening of ern-backed fence-mending “protocols”
Turkey’s border with Armenia, ac- thatwere signed by Ankaraand Yerevan
cording to a new opinion poll released in October 2009. It said only 36.3
on Wednesday. percent of respondents felt that the
The nationwide poll conducted protocols envisaging the full and un-
by the Ankara-based MetroPOLL Stra- conditional normalization of Turkish-
tegic and Social Research Center andArmenian ties are good for Armenia.
reported by the “Today’s Zaman” daily Most of the others were either unde-
gauged Turkish public opinion on a cided or said the protocols favor only
wide range of domestic and foreign the Turkish side.
policy issues, including Turkish-Ar- The AMA interviewed 2,500
menian relations. people across Armenia in late January
Its authors said that when askedand early February 2010 as it became
whether the land border between theincreasingly clear that Turkey’s gov-
ment, which in effect has had a nega-§ two neighboring countries, which Tur- ernment-controlled parliament will not
tive effect on Armenia-Diaspora unity. | key closed in 1993 in solidarity with ratify the protocols without a break-
This is significantly caused by the nected with the internal politics of Azerbaijan, should be reopened, 50.3through in Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
Armenian Turkish protocols. We have Armenia? The previous and current percentof respondents said “no.” More talks on Nagorno-Karabakh. Ankara’s
repeatedly cautioned Armenia and urgedArmenian authorities had opportuni- than 27 percent said “yes,” while the linkage led Yerevan to freeze the pro-
the authorities to renege on unacceptties to resolve the NKR issue. Twenty remaining 22 percent had no answer,cess of Armenian parliamentary ratifi-
able agreements such as the protocolyears has past, twenty years ... Those¢'Today’s Zaman” said. cation of the deal in April.
and to avoid singing similar incompre- neglected years were a great opportu- These findings of the survey are Armenian public support for the
hensible agreements in the future. Theynity for Artsakh to establish a great in tune with the apparent public senti- Turkish-Armenian rapprochement,
did not listen, but rather went ahead economy and expand the country’s mentin Armenia. An opinion poll con- which began in 2008, has therefore
with a reprehensible step and signedpopulation. Of course, there is also theducted there by the non-governmentalhardly increased since then. It seemed
the protocols, causing the fair indigna- purposeful exclusion of the Diaspora Armenian Marketing Association rather weak even before the signing of
tion of millions of Armenians. Fortu- in all these matters. We believe that(AMA) about a year ago found that the protocols criticized by Armenia’s
nately, for the time being, Turkey has Armenia’s domestic problems directly only one-third of Armenians want to leading opposition forces.
done everything to halt this agreement.relate to its foreign policy successeshave an open border with Turkey, According to a poll conducted by
It is our firm belief that the Armenian and defeats. A more transparent Ar-while those who are firmly or mostly the government-linked Armenian So-
authorities should put an end to this menia, an elimination of monopolies, against make up just over 30 percentciological Association (ASA) in
process and withdraw the protocols an establishment of free and indepen-of the country’s population. Yerevan, 52.4 percent of city resi-
from the National Assembly. Of course, dent media, an Armenia where impar- Most of those polled did not share dents were unhappy with the Turkish-
relations with Turkey sooner or later tial elections are held, would be a Western governments’ and lending in- Armenian accord and only 39 percent
will be established, but not by these strong Armenia able to resist foreign stitutions’ belief that border opening approved of it in September 2009.
terms and not by forsaking our na- intimidation. These are the only re- would have a quick and highly positive It is not clear whether the Turk-
tional interests. sources that can withstand theimpact onthe Armenian economy, ac- ish pollster also tried to ascertain popu-
As for Karabakh; we are very influence of Azeri oil in the interna- cording to the AMA. lar attitudes towards the overall nor-
alarmed at the militarist statementstional arena. It pain’s our hearts to The AMA poll also suggested malization process and the protocols
being asserted from Baku. We must atwitness in the last years that the au-that Armenian public opinion is split in particular.
any moment be ready for military op- thorities were unable to or did not want

Massis Weekly affiliate
HayNews.am conducted an exclusive
interview with the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party Central Committee
Chairman Mr. Setrak Ajemian.
Below are translated excerpts of the
interview.

- 2010 was rich in terms of for- |
eign policy developments for Armenia, |
according to you what was forfeited |
and what was attained?

- “Unfortunately, we began the
year with let down and disappoint-

erations in Karabakh preserving the to implement reforms. The economy New U.S. EnVOy To Azerbai]'an Named
self-determination of our brothers and of our country to date is based on .

sisters. We are also concerned aboumonopolies while the Armenian Without Senate Approval

so-called Madrid principles, which are people’s social situation continues to

currently on the negotiations table. grow dire. In our daily interactions as WASHINGTON, DC -- Bypass-

The principles contain risky and unac- well as statistics show that there areingthe U.S. Senate and ignoring strongfgs
ceptable provisions that would not bring huge deficiency in Armenia. In Arme- objections fromits pro-Armenian mem-
peace to the region, but in actuality nia Armenians should not be hungry or bers, President Barack Obama has apf
result in extending and expanding ten-live in poverty. We have all the re- pointed Matthew Bryza, his former |
sions; creating a potentially explosive sources there, “surgical” reforms are chief Nagorno-Karabakh negotiator,
situation. needed to utilize these resources foras U.S. ambassador to Azerbaijan.
- Mr. Ajemian, as for domestic the betterment of the people. It is our The White House announced this
policy... hope that in 2011 these issues will beand three other “recess appointments’
- Who says Karabakh is not con- addressed and resolved. of ambassadors late on Wednesda
after failing to secure their endorse-

WikiLeaks Posts Document Regarding me”tBtR'/Ztgfs ;andﬁai%;kforsﬂa\t;’cam R =

I
. . ) . ' FrT
Armenian-Turkish Protocols post in Baku, formally nominated by w L | _
Obama in spring, met with strong re-

Switzerland’s capacity for facili- rity,” the letter reads. The Ambassa- sistance from some Armenian-Ameri- pro-Azerbaijani statements attributed
tation and mediation, such as Turkish-dor points out series of foreign policy can groups and their backers in theto him in the past during Senate For-
Armenian rapprochement, generally successes of Foreign Minister Calmy- U.S. Congress. Two Democratic sena-eign Relations Committee hearings in
enjoy strong public support, reads oneRey, stressing the mediation in nor-tors, Barbara Boxer and Robert July and in his subsequent written
of the WikiLeaks-published letters sent malization of relations between Arme- Menendez, placed a “hold” on a full answers to some U.S. legislators.
by U.S. Ambassador Donald Beyer to nia and Turkey. Senate vote on the controversial nomi- Azerbaijan welcomed Bryza's
the Secretary of State. “Foreign Minister Calmy-Rey is nation in September. appointment. “We are ready to coop-

The letter was sent prior to the riding high on a series of foreign policy They said the nominee failed to erate with the new ambassador and
signing ceremony of the Armenian- successes, from the Swiss address their concerns about his allegedvish him success,” an Azerbaijani
Turkish protocols in Zurich in October government’s agreement with DOJ in pro-Azerbaijani bias in the Karabakh Foreign Ministry spokesman told the
2009. “I and the rest of the Embassythe UBS matter, to Switzerland’s host- conflict. Menendez claimed that Bryza’'s Interfax news agency.

Bern team are looking forward to your ing of the October 1 P5 1 talks with “very close personal ties to Turkey and The deputy chairman of the rul-
visit with great anticipation in what Iranin Geneva, to the upcoming Octo- Azerbaijan” compromise his “ability to ing Yeni Azerbaycan Party, Ali
promises to be a landmark event inber 10 signing ceremony in Zurich to act as an unbiased representative of théhmedov, said Baku expects the new
Armenian-Turkish relations with last- United States in Azerbaijan.” envoy to help step up U.S. mediation
ing benefits for Euro-Atlantic secu- Continued on page 4 Bryza denied such ties as well as of Armenian-Azerbaijani peace talks.
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Armenia-Turkey in 2010: Russian Leaders Hail ‘Strategic
Could it Be Worse? Partnership’ With Armenia, Azetbaijan

By Hovhannes Nikoghosyan Russian President Dmitry oftwoweeksinlate Augustand early

As the New Year holidays come das, and keeping it, in the words of Medvedev and Prime Minister September. In Yerevan, Medvedev
closer — an ideal time to sum up devel-Turkish FM Prof. Ahmet Davutoglu, Vladimir Putin have described their and Sarkisian presided over the sign-
opments of outgoing year, crossing as the sword of Damocles above thecountry’s relations with both Arme- ing of a new defense agreement ex-
fingers for a better year of 2011 in the head of Turkey. nia and Azerbaijan as “strategic part- tending and upgrading Russian mili-
back. Russia took the initiative and nership” and called for their further tary presence in Armenia.

As a good colleague of mine sponsorship on Nagorno Karabakhexpansion. Medvedev assured Aliyev af-
Omer Taspinar from Brookings Insti- process very timely, while at the end The two men used the term in terwards that the agreement poses
tution has pointed out in an essay of the year cannot afford compliments their New Year's messages to theno security threat to Azerbaijan. He
recently, the intense times for this two of any success either. leaders of the two South Caucasussaid the Russian troops stationed in
estranged nations has begun earlier In August the region of South states locked in a bitter dispute over Armenia will only help to maintain
than usually in 2010. The news head-Caucasus both Armenia and AzerbaijanNagorno-Karabakh. “peace and order” in the volatile re-
lines of late 2009, after Zurich, had concluded military treaties, respec- “For our countries, bound to- gion.
been rather optimistic, with me cheer- tively, with Russia and Turkey — all gether by tight knots of strategic part- The visits came as Moscow
ing it. While policy-makers elsewhere under Article 51 of UN Charter. As the nership, the outgoing year became artook center stage in international ef-
had been predicting a Nobel PeaceParliament of Azerbaijan ratified the important stage in the steady develop-forts to resolve the Karabakh con-
Prize for Presidents Abdullah Gul of treaty these days, the major differencement of many-sided cooperation, flict. Medvedev hosted three more
Turkey and Serzh Sargsyan of Arme-of the two became clear. While Rus- which is based on mutual support onface-to-face meetings between
nia, some people really feltignored and sian-Armenian pact speaks only aboutissues touching upon the fundamentalAliyev and Sarkisian in the course of

back-staged of it. defending Armenia in case of direct interests of the two states,” Medvedev2010.
Azerbaijan’s continuous pressure aggression, the Azeri-Turkish pact of wrote to Armenian President Serzh After the most recent Arme-
on Turkey, urging to link rapproche- strategic partnership, partly unveiled, Sarkisian. nian-Azerbaijani summit held in late

ment with Karabakh peace process,also prescribes assistance “to restore Putin likewise expressed satis- October, he said the two sides could
and, as Wikileaks quotes (Cable of regional peace and security”. When faction with “the dynamic develop- iron out their remaining differences
10BAKU134), delaying the gas export the bellicose rhetoric from Azerbaijan ment of Russian-Armenian coopera- over the “basic principles” of a peace-
deal as blackmail to Turkish Govern- becomes louder on resumption of hos-tion” in a letter to his Armenian coun- ful settlement in the coming weeks.
ment, played another major role in the tilities against Nagorno-Karabakh Re- terpart, Tigran Sarkisian, cited by his However, no such framework ac-
current deadlock. While the protocols public, one may remember the four office. In a separate note to Presidentcord has been reached yet.
clearly detached these two issues, buUN Security Council resolutions, Sarkisian, he expressed hope that bi- The Russian-Armenian pact was
still this play proved to be rather a where the situation in Nagorno lateral ties will reach a “new, higher signed following reports that Mos-
comfortable exit strategy for Turkey to Karabakh was determined aslevel”in2011. cow plans to sell sophisticated S-300
rely on. Late February 2010 the shift in “endanger[ing] peace and security in The Russian leaders also sentair-defense systems to Azerbaijan.
Turkish policy was clear, as FM the region” (UNSC Res 884). Though similar congratulatory messages toAnalysts and opposition politicians
Undersecretary Firudin Sinirlioglu be- | hope | will be the only scholar to see their Azerbaijani counterparts. Accord- in Yerevan expressed serious con-
gan appealing to “simultaneity” between the linkage. ing to the Russian government’s presscerns about the deal, not denied by
Armenian Protocols ratification and the Thus, the region was kicked off office, Putin told Azerbaijan’s Prime the Kremlin, saying that it could
Minsk Process (Cable 10ANKARA302), to XIX century, when the security Minister Artur Rasizade that he be- change the balance of forces in the
while international mediators rejected was generally guaranteed by the treadieves “strategic paregrship between Karabakh conflict zone. Some of them
it. In an effort to escape domestic ties of mutual (military) reassurance, Russia and Azerbaijan will continue accused the Russians of playing a
escalation and, perhaps, feeling betrayednstead of expanding trade and syn-to be reinforced.” double game in the region.
by the partners outside, Presidentchronized economic development. Medvedev, for his part, was Armenian officials dismissed
Sargsyan issued a timely decree on The OSCE Astana Summit was quoted by the Kremlin as telling Presi- such concerns, with Defense Minis-
April 22 suspending the ratification pro- the clear indicator of the deadlock we dent Ilham Aliyev that 2010 “will go ter Seyran Ohanian insisting that the
cess in the National Assembly, but still are currently in. The good news, if it down in the history of Russian- S-300s would not give Baku a “stra-
leaving it in the agenda. may be good at all, was that the geopo-Azerbaijani relations as an important tegic advantage” in the unresolved
Earlier of that, the passage of the litical situation in South Caucasus is a stage in the development of interac- dispute. Some senior members of the
Armenian Genocide affirmation reso- microcosm of the greater deadlock tion on all directions of many-sided ruling Republican Party went so far
lution (HRes252) by a slight majority “from Vancouver to Vladivostok”. cooperation.” as to claim that Russia would openly
at U.S. House Foreign Relations Com- Thinking post-factum, with Russian The Russian president visited side with Armenia in case of another
mittee on March 4, followed up by President Medvedev’s European secuthe two warring nations in the space Armenian-Azerbaijani war.
another resolution in Swedish Parlia- rity architecture falling apart and
ment have shut down the process inAstanaremaining unattended by Presi-
American and European dimensions.dents Barack Obama and Nicolas
To my mind, this clearly demonstrated Sarkozy, global policies in South
to Turkey the uneasiness and hesita-Caucasus could not be better. The
tion of Europeans and Americans to
drop “Armenian issue” from their agen- Continued on page 4
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The New Year - An Ancient Holiday With Deep Spiritual Roots

By Waverly F.

For centuries people have beenchange roles with servants or dress in Take out, then take in door, pretending to personify health,
observing the end of one year and thecostumes for a time until order was Bad luck will begin abundance and joy, which the parents
beginning of another. Ancient Romans restored. Take in, then take out welcome.
celebrated with six days of carousing Starting Fresh Good luck comes about Food eaten on New Year's Day is
that would probably be familiar to us While each culture’s New Year The pig is the symbol of good said to affect the quality of the coming

today. St. Boniface, a missionary from celebration has its own flavor, there Juck in Vienna, Austria. Pigs are let year. The ancient Romans exchanged
England who visited Rome in 742, was are certain common themes. The pe-oose in restaurants and everyone trieshay and palm branches hung with
appalled athow the Romans celebratediod leading up to New Year's Day is a to touch them for luck as they run by. sweets, dates, figs and gilded fruits.
Kalends of January, as the New time for setting things straight: a thor- In private homes, a marzipan pig, with The items hung on the branch ex-
Year was called, with “dancing ough housecleaning, paying off debts,a gold piece in its mouth, is suspendedpressed hopes the new year would be
in the streets, heathenish cries, sacriteturning borrowed objects, reflecting from a ribbon and touched instead. Insweet, fertile, and prosperous.
legious songs, tables laden with foodon one’s shortcomings, mending quar-Greece, it's customary to throw Neapolitans still wrap dried figs in
and women wearing amulets and of-rels, giving alms. In many cultures, a pomegranate wrapped in silver foil |aurel leaves and exchange them as a
fering them for sale.” people jumpinto the sea or alocal bodyon the threshold, to spread the seeds okind of insurance of abundance for the
A Time of Rebirth of Water-litera”y WaShing the slate good luck for an abundant year. Coming yeatr. They also make confec-
Because the Winter Solstice is clean. In Spanish-speaking countries, peopletions of caramelized dough and tiny
the turning point of the year, beginning In some towns in Italy, I've been put twelve grapes into their wine or almond pieces, so the year will be
the lengthening of days, it has long told, you have to watch out for falling champagne class at midnight. Thesweet.
been viewed as the birth of the year—objects, as people shove their old sofasgrapes represent the months of the old The Piedmontese eat little grains
by pagans celebrating the return of thechairs and even refrigerators out of year and the new one. At the stroke ofof rice which represent money. The
Sun, and by Christians welcoming the their windows on New Year’s Eve. In midnight, after toasting each other with traditional Umbrian New Year's cake,
birth of the Son of God. The days Ecuador, people make dummies, stuffedthe wine, people eat the grapes asmade of almonds, sugar, and egg
between Solstice and the New Year arewith straw, to represent the events ofquickly as possible, making a wish on whites, is shaped like a coiled snake,
amagical, luminous time period, when the pastyear. These “ano viejo” effigies each one. probably to represent the way snakes
anything is possible. In England, the are burned at midnight, thus symboli- Food and Money: Ensuring Abun- shed their skin to renew themselves,
Twelve Days of Christmas were con- cally getting rid of the past. dance just as people leave behind the old year
sidered omen days which could be Whatever preparations are made, As everything has significance and embrace the new. ltalians also
used to predict the weather in the most traditions teach that they shouldon New Year's Day, the first person to serve lentils, raisins, and oranges, sym-
coming year. In Scotland, no court be completed before midnight on New cross your threshold after midnight bols of riches, good luck, and the
had power during these days; Year's Eve. According to British folk- brings luck to the household in the promise of love.
and in Ireland, tradition held that if a lore, you should not sweep on New British Isles. In Scotland, the best In the American South, it's tradi-
person died during the Twelve Days, Year's Day, or you will sweep your possible “first-footer” was atall, hand- tional to eat cornbread, cabbage, and
he or she went straight to Heaven.good luck away, or take anything out some, dark-haired man, who brought black-eyed peas on New Year’s Day.
In ancient Babylon, the days betweenof the house-even trash. You only gifts of whisky, bread, a piece of coal The peas symbolize coins or copper
the Winter Solstice and the New Year want to bring new things in to insure or firewood, and a silver coin. He money, the cornbread gold, and the
were seen as the time of a struggleabundance in the coming year. If you entered in silence, and no one spoke tecabbage green or folding money.
between Chaos and Order, with Chaosmust carry something out, be sure tohim until he put the coal on the fire, A Japanese New Year's custom
trying to take over the world. Other bring something else in first, prefer- poured a glass of whisky for the headis the money tree: pine and cypress
cultures (Hindu, Chinese, Celtic) also ably a coin concealed outside theof the house and wished everyone abranches placed in a vase, and deco-
viewed this as a time for reversing previous night. As this medieval poem Happy New Year. In France, the chil-
order and rules-celebrants would reminds us: dren knock on their parents’ bedroom Continued on page 4
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Barry Zorthian, Press Officer in
Vietnam War, Dies

NEW YORK (AP) -- Barry
Zorthian, a colorful U.S. diplomat who
left his mark on American policy in
Vietnam as a forthright and often com-
bative press spokesman in the earl
years of the war, has died.

Zorthian, 90, died Thursday in
Washington, D.C., hospital where he
had been admitted a few days earlier,
his son Greg said. A staph infection
was the immediate cause of death.

By his own reckoning, Zorthian
was the last surviving member of the
original cadre of U.S. diplomats and
military leaders whose policy deci-
sions shaped events in America’s long-
est war.

Dispatched to Saigon in 1964 by
President Lyndon Johnson to defuse
an increasingly acrimonious relation- tirely on the record and were often
ship between American officials and challenged or contradicted by report-

news correspondents covering the war ers, sometimes to their embarrassment

Zorthian used a mixture of charm, sly “I can never recall him misleading

wit and uncommonly straight talk in me, eventhough he straddled a fine line

trying to establish credibility for the of loyalty to the government and the
U.S. effort. public’s right to know, which he strongly
In the first American war with- believedin,” said George Esper, aformer
out formal censorship, Zorthian had AP Saigon bureau chief now teaching
no way to prevent unauthorized dis- journalism at West Virginia University.

closures or stifle criticism, but he “He was always accessible and always

refused to be intimidated by either knew what he was talking about.”
officials or the news media. Zorthian was born of Armenian

Zorthian’s candor earned him parents in Kutahya, Turkey, in 1920.
grudging admiration and respectamongThe family immigrated to the U.S. and
the journalists who were his primary New Haven, Conn., where Barry at-
adversaries. While coming to trust his tended Yale University, edited The Yale
word, some also found him a tough Daily News and was a member of Skull
competitor at the poker table. and Bones.

Many ex-Vietnam correspondents Graduating in 1941, he served as
who dealt with him say Zorthian, more a Marine Corps artillery officer in the
than any other government spokesmarPacific war and retired to the USMC
of recent memory, understood and Reserves as a colonel.
valued the role of the press in a free After a postwar stint at CBS Ra-
society. dio, Zorthian spent 13 years with the

“In postwar years, Barry Zorthian Voice of America, reporting on the
remained steadfast to his conviction Korean War and rising to program di-
about the significant role the media rector. He then did tours as a foreign
must play in a democratic society,” service officer in India and Vietnam.
said Peter Arnett, a Pulitzer Prize- In 1964, he was chosen by then
winning war reporter for the AP in U.S. Information Agency director Ed-
Vietnam and later a CNN foreign cor- ward R. Murrow to run the Joint U.S.
respondent. “His patience was testedPublic Affairs Office, which dealt with
in Vietnam, but he understood the the news media. After a year, he was
principled motivations of the journal- given the diplomatic rank of minister.
ists working in Vietnam.” In that capacity Zorthian served

Arnettrecalled thatwhen he com- as press media adviser to three succesand wishing good health.

plained about an American military sive U.S. ambassadors to South Viet-
policeman threatening to shoot him nam — Henry Cabot Lodge, Maxwell

during a 1965 Buddhist street demon-Taylor and Ellsworth Bunker — and to

stration in Saigon, “Zorthian shook his Gen. William C. Westmoreland, the

head in mock concern, and said ‘DamnU.S. military commander there.

it, Peter, you threatened him and he was From 1968 on, Zorthian worked

just responding.” ‘What?’ | replied. inthe private sector, including 12 years
‘Yes,” Barry said, ‘you were aiming as presidentof Time Life Broadcastand
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Armenian Studies Program

University of Michigan Winter Events

2011 Calendar of Events
All events will be held at the International Institute in room 1636 from 4-

5:30pm and are open to the public unless otherwise noted.
WINTER SEMESTER 2011

Jan. 10 Sergey Markedonov, “The Caucasus: Old Conflict and New

Geopolitical Design,”. Visiting Fellow at Center for Strategic and Internatignal
Studies (Russia and Eurasia Program), Washington, DC, 4-5:30pm.

Jan. 22 2010 Hye Hop Charity Dance. Armenian Students’ Cultural
Association. Live Armenian band, dinner, and cash bar (students $25, adults
$35). Rogel Ballroom, Michigan Union, 530 S. State, 8 pm-1:30 am

Jan. 24 Eyyep Murat Ozyuksel, “German Penetration into the Ottgman
Empire through the Baghdad Railway,” Manoogian Simone Foundation Visjting

Scholar, U-M, 4-5:30pm.

Feb. 7 Dikran Kaligian, “Revolutionaries after the Revolution: Politics
under the Ottoman Constitution,” historian and managing editor of Armenian
Review, 4-5:30pm.

Feb. 21 Vahram Danielyan, “The Contemporary Historical Nove
Armenia,” Manoogian Simone Foundation Post-doctoral Fellow, U-M
5:30pm.

March 21 Berj H. Haidostian Annual Distinguished Lecture, Fiona H
“Looking Beyond the ‘Reset’: U.S.-Russian Relations and Their Implication
the Caucasus,” Senior Fellow & Director, Center on the US & Europe,
Brookings Institution. Co-sponsor: Center for Russian, East European
Eurasian Studies. Hussey Room, Michigan League, 911 N. University, 7-8:3

April Annual Holocaust and Armenian Genocide Commemoration

May 5-7 Grad Student Workshop Il Third Annual Graduate Stuc
International Workshop:

“Armenian Subjects in the Medieval and Early Modern Islamic Wor

in
4-
dill,
5 for
The

and
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ent

du

WikiLeaks on Armenian-Turkish Protocols

Continued from page 1 as Turkish-Armenian rapprochement,
generally enjoy strong public sup-
chart a path for normalization of rela- port. Onthe other hand, foreign policy
tions between Turkey and Armenia. activism with a more partisan or

While Calmy-Rey has reasons “hard” security flavor, such as Calmy-
to celebrate, her foreign policy activ- Rey’s vociferous support for Kosovo
ism is not universally appreciated independence, or her recent all out
across the domestic political spec-— but ultimately unsuccessful —
trum in Switzerland. Swiss views effortto obtain a parliamentary man-
are colored by Switzerland’s centu- date for Swiss military participation
ries-old tradition of neutrality. Is- in the EU anti-piracy operation
sues that draw on the Swiss capacityAtalanta, do not enjoy the same broad
for facilitation and mediation, such public support.,” it says.

Armenia-Turkey in 2010

Continued from page 12

gests that the majority of Armenian
parties support Minsk Group process,
Armenian delegation being resistant @ wider European engagement and ne-
to, what they call, any meaningless gotiated solution; while their Azerbaijani
meeting with Turkish colleagues in colleagues speak of a greater place for
Astana, the only thing both Presidents Turkey, again supportive of EU soft
could afford was nodding to each other role, they don’t trust Minsk Group,
and, worst of all, far majority is sure
Regarding Karabakh process, if that the only viable solution is paved
there is one, besides the scheduledhrough resumption of new war.
Minsk Group mediated meetings, in a Though I wish | were a better
wider canvas — the deadlock is in optimist.
minds of politicians. A very recent
report called “Karabakh: A Big De- Hovhannes Nikoghosyan is a
bate”, made of interviews of Armenian research fellow at the Public Policy
and Azerbaijani political party leaders Institute in Yerevan, Armenia,

your pencil at him and that's more Cable and then as its vice president for(interviews of NKR parties and organi- where he contributes the regional

dangerous around here than a .45.”” government affairs in Washington.
Zorthian remained proud of his Most recently, he worked in me-
most controversial achievement — cre- dia affairs for Alcalde & Faye, a media
ating the daily Saigon press briefings consultant firm based in Arlington, Va.
thatbecame known as the “Five O’Clock In addition to his Yale degree,
Follies,” where officials delivered battle- Zorthian had a law degree from New
field summaries and answered ques-York University.
tions from reporters. Zorthian's wife of 62 years, Mar-

Though they sometimes became garet Aylaian Zorthian, died in July. He
shouting matches and were widely ridi- is survived by two sons, Greg and
culed, the briefings lasted a decade, theSteve, a daughter-in-law and two grand-
only regular forum in which U.S. and children.

South Vietnamese officials spoke en-

massispost.com

daily news updates

zations coming in March 2011), sug- security agenda.

The New Year

year with respect and beginning the
new one in the way we would like it to
rated with old coins and paper pome-begin, we establish our intentions for
granates and flowers. Old coins (with the new year.

holes in them) are strung on colored Whether we gather together to
threads in the shape of dragonwatch the ball dropin Times Square or
and put at the foot of children’s beds. set off firecrackers at midnight or
This is called “cash to pass the year.” clink champagne glasses with our loved
It is supposed to be saved and notones, we are acknowledging an impor-
spent. However, money is given as atant transition and welcoming a fresh
gift, usually in red envelopes. start.

Although many of these customs may May your New Year be rich with
seem like superstitions, they all stemall of the blessings you desire.
from a similar belief: by ending the old belf.com

Continued frompage 3
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
RFP NO. 7542 PROJECT BASED VOUCHER NOTICE OF
FUNDING AVAILABILITY
(PBV NOFA)

The Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles invites
proposals from qualified developers under the Project Based Voucher
Program for Permanent Supportive Housing projects that serve
extremely and very low income chronically homeless special need
individuals and homeless families, transition aged youth (TAY),
seniors and the disabled. Copies of the PBV NOFA may be obtaineg
beginning December 21, 2010 online at www.hacla.org/ps. Proposal
will be accepted until 2:00pm, January 21, 2011.

12/30, 1/6/11
CNS-2011795#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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