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Diaspora Affairs Minister Hranush Hakobian Armenian Army Celebrates its
Announcees Plans For ‘Diaspora Parliament’

YEREVAN, LOS ANGELES --
During a meeting with Americans of
Armenian descent in Los Angeles,
Diaspora Affairs Minister Hranush
Hakobian announcemed that Serzh
Sarkisian would like to found a second
house of Armenia’s parliament where
representatives of the worldwide Ar- ’I_.
menian Diaspora would be able to hold
seats.. She reportedly said Sarkisian
believes that “certain changes within
the governing structure of Armenia are
needed to allow Diaspora Armenians
to be part of Armenia’s government.”

Hakobian was quoted as saying many others,” Arzumanian told RFE/
that this would take the form of consti- RL's Armenian service in a written
tutional amendments leading to the statement sent later on Monday.
establishment of an upper chamber of Arzumanian did not specify who
parliament. Hakobian did not clarify is the author of that proposal. He

just how its Diaspora members would stressed instead that Armenia’s con- YEREVAN -- Today marks the tions of the Armenian army.
be elected and whether they wouldstitution can be amended only under “a19th anniversary of the Armenian army. The newly established ministry
have to be Armenian citizens. complex and long procedure.” “Natu- On January 28, 1992, the Arme- gained control of the interior ministry’s

Sarkisian’s press secretary, rally, there would have to be public nian government passed a a historicpatrol police detachments, as well as
Armen Arzumanian, did not deny this, discussions and detailed professionaldecision on the Defense Ministry of anti-terrorism and civil defense
saying that the president asked promi-studies for making such a decision,” the Republic of Armenia. This became
nent Diaspora Armenians to proposeadded the presidential spokesman. a landmark event laying the founda- Continued on page 4
ways of boosting Armenia-Diaspora The Armenian constitution can
ties at a meeting in Yerevan last May. only be amended through referendums. 1 1
T e e Soasibie Dranoea y g Assemblyman Mike Gatto, ACA Discuss
that deserves consideration along with Continued on page 4 Armenian American Issues

WikiLeaks: Aliyev Says “Sword of Damocles”
of April 24 Hangs Over Karabakh Process

WikiLeaks website has released any NK settlement; no comprehensive
another document referring to Armenia- regional security improvement; damage
Turkey relations and Nagorno-Karabakh. to Turkey-Azerbaijani relations; no real

According to a cable, Azerbaijani partnership between Turkey and Arme-
leader Ilham Aliyev shared his views on nia; further isolation of Central Asia; the
the Karabakh conflictand Armenia-Tur- undermining of energy projects; and
key reconciliation during his meeting damage to Georgia, both in lost transit
with U.S. Undersecretary of State for income, but also in its role as the sole
Political Affairs Bill Burns. land corridor between Russia and Arme-

The “Sword of Damocles” of the nia,” the document says.
April 24 Armenian Remembrance Day is Aliyev complained about Arme-
hanging over the Nagorno-Karabakh nians’ suggestion to determine precise
process, Aliyev said. date of a referendum on final status of

“Burns stressed that the U.S. be- Nagorno-Karabakh.
lieves that progress on the Turkey-Ar- “This, Aliyev argued, undermined
menia protocols could create political the entire framework of the agreement, GLENDALE -- Members of the Gatto, and Halderman, and State Sena-
space for Sarkisian to be more flexible which is premised on an eventual refer-Armenian Council of America metwith tors Berryhill, De Le6n, Liu, Simitian,
on Nagorno-Karabakh (NK). He contin- endum (with no definite timeframe) in California State Assemblymember Mike Wyland, and Yee.
ued that the reverse was also true, that @xchange for legalizing “the illegally es- Gatto this week to discuss a number of AB 173 would extend the deadline
failure of the Turkey-Armenia process tablished regime in NK.” He also noted issues of concern to his large Arme-for Armenian genocide victims or the
would almost certainly result in serious that Armenia is vulnerable to isolation nian-American constituency. Gatto’s heir or beneficiary of that victim, who
negative consequences for the NK pro-because it is dependent upon remit-district, which includes the cities of has a claim arising out of an insurance
cess. Aliyev said that NK progress would tances from its Diaspora, as well asGlendale, Burbankin their entirety and policy or policies purchased or in effect
require a minimum of five or six months. imports of gas and electricity. “After 18 portions of North Hollywood, is home in Europe or Asia between 1875 and
He suggested that the entire Turkey-years of negotiation, we have tested allto the largest concentration of Arme- 1923, to bring a legal action to recover
Armenia protocol ratification process be options. If this phase (of Minsk Group nian-Americans in the United States. on that claim in a court in this state.

delayed until after April 24,” the docu- talks) ends, what is next?” the President During the hour-long meeting, AJR 2 would designate April 24,
ment reads. asked aloud,” the document mentions. Assemblymember Gatto briefedthe ACA 2011, as “California Day of Remem-
Azerbaijani president is quoted as As to Medvedev's involvement in representatives on Governor Jerrybrance for the Armenian Genocide of

saying, “Ifthere were no deadline, maybethe Karabakh peace process, Aliyev saidBrown’s proposed budget and its impact1915-1923.” The Resolution also calls
we could see how to combine our ef- he was convinced his efforts have beenon Californians. The Assemblymember on President Obama and Congress to
forts (to resolve NK)”. sincere. also informed the ACA representatives formally recognize by its proper name,

“Aliyev pushed back with his usual According to WikiLeaks-released on Assembly Bill 173 (AB 173), which the atrocities committed during the
warnings about the negative effects ofdocument, Aliyev also supported Iran’s he introduced, and Assembly Joint Reso-genocide and calls on Turkey to ac-
Turkey-Armenia protocol ratification economic isolation and believed it could lution 2 (AJR 2) introduced by knowledge its role in the Armenian
without being proceeded by NK progress.be effective if enforced by a broad Assemblymember Portantino with co- Genocide and the deaths of more than
He darkly predicted postponement of coalition. authors Assemblymember Achadjian, 1.5 million people.
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ACA Attends California State Senator Snowfall Disrupts Traffic In Yerevan
Kevin de Ledn’s Swearing-In Ceremony

BTSN .

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s first menian service, while monitoring traf-
heavy snowfall of this year caused fic on a busy street together with road

LOS ANGELES -- Newly elected bly, the Armenian Council of America dozens of minor car accidents in police officers.
California State Senate Member Kevin has had a great relationship with theYerevan and briefly disrupted traffic in “We have stored enough salt and
de Ledn (D-Los Angeles) took the oath then Assemblyman de Ledn’, “we are and outside the capital on Tuesday. sand. It's just that vehicles are inter-
of office on Thursday, January 20, confident that the Senator will con- The snowfall began early in the fering with our cleaning work,” said
2011. The oath was administered bytinue his advocacy towards issues deaimorning and continued throughout the Khachatrian. He blamed traffic jams
Associate Justice of the Supreme Courtto the Armenian American community day. Some of the city’s main thorough- on cars getting stuck because of worn-
of California, Judge Carols R. Moreno and help lead the State out of financialfares were blocked by traffic jams in out tires.
and was attended by dignitaries, Statedifficulties, while keeping in mindwhat the morning and at noon, with munici- Major Arsen Arshakian, a senior
and local elected officials, and com- is important for the future of his con- palauthorities struggling to quickly clear official atthe Yerevan road police, said
munity leaders including members of stituency,” stated ACA member Razmig all roads of snow and ice. Most of them at least 25 car accidents were regis-
the Armenian Council of America. Der-Tavitian. became passable later in the day. tered by his servicemen within several

Senator de Le6n’s Senatorial dis- Senator de Leon is a Democrat There was also a major disrup- hours. He said they caused only minor
trict represents a diverse community member of the California State Senate tion in public transport during the injury.
including portions of Little Armenia. elected to serve the California’s 22nd morning rush-hour. “I've been wait- According to Norik Sargsian, a
As the Senator stressed, “Our diver- Senatorial district in November 2010. ing here for a long time,” said one senior official at the national road po-
sity is our strength. There is no place The district includes East Hollywood, woman standing at a bus stop. “Therelice, the snowfall caused little disrup-
on Earth that offers the rich tapestry of portions of Little Armenia, Echo Park, are no buses, no taxis. The taxis driv-tion on highways across Armenia. “We
humanity that exists right here in this Elysian Valley, Mt. Washington, Lin- ing by are full.” have no closed highway sections,” he
Senate District. It is in this fabric that coln Heights, South Los Angeles, the “Why didn'tthey work all night?”  said, adding that only two highways

we find beauty and promise. We haveCities of Alhambra, South Pasadena,another pedestrian complained angrily.became “difficult to pass” in the morn-
the tools among us and in us to createéSan Marino, Vernon and Maywood “They[municipal authorities] have said ing.

our own opportunity.” and unincorporated portions of Los on TV that they’ve got this much salt, On one of those roads, a car
As a member of the State Assem- Angeles County this much sand, that they’'ve got ev- carrying three journalists fell into a
erything. Butwhere is that stuff? Where roadside ravine and turned over. None
. . are the snow-ploughs?” of them suffered injuries.
Armenian Ombudsman ReSlgnS TO Take Up But Gagik Khachatrian, head of One of the journalists, Gagik
UN JOb public services at the Mayor’s Office, Shamshian, said they were riding back

defended the authorities’ response toto Yerevan after failing to a reach the
the emergency. “All the services have town of Artik on assignment. “The
been up working since five o’clock in road was completely impassable,” he
the morning,” he told RFE/RL’s Ar- said.

YEREVAN -- Armen Harutiunian,
Armenia’s state human rights defender,
has officially resigned to take up a
high-level United Nations postin Cen-
tral Asia.

Harutiunian will serve as the re-
gional representative of the UN’s Of-
fice of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights. He will be based in
Kyrgyzstan’s capital Bishkek.

Harutiunian announced on
Wednesday that he formally tendered
Tuesday his resignation to Armenia’s
parliament, which has the constitu-
tional authority to appoint ombudsmen as former President Robert Kocharian’s
nominated by the president of the re-legal adviser before being elected om-
public. budsman five years ago. Harutiunian

Under Armenia’s constitution, incurred Kocharian'sirein March 2008
speaker Hovik Abrahamian has to for- when he criticized the Armenian au-
mally notify parliament deputies of thorities’ harsh response to opposition
Harutiunian’s decision to step down at demonstrations staged after a hotly
the earliest parliament session. Thedisputed presidential election. »
resignation will be deemed accepted if But he subsequently endorsed the A Ll ' ' I ' f t
the ombudsman does not withdraw it findings of an Armenian parliamentary l 1116111611 11 0 - ne
within the next three days. inquiry into the crackdown. The in-

“That means | will serve as om- quiry conducted by pro-government
budsman until February 11,” lawmakers concluded that the use of
Harutiunian told a farewell news con- lethal force against opposition protest-
ference. He said he has not discussears was largely justified.

at arally held in Yerevan last Novem- legally accurate manner.”
ber. “It's not that all those individuals
Harutiunian remained on Wednes- can be set free in one order,” he added.
day cautious in commenting on the “Each case requires a particular ap-
fate of about a dozen Ter-Petrosianproach.”
loyalists remaining in prison. “Of The outgoing ombudsman did not
course, as a human rights defender, Idiscuss these politically charged cases
would be happy if those people were and the broader fallout from the 2008
free today,” he said. “But as a lawyer, unrest in his last human rights report
| understand that there are problemssubmitted to Sarkisian and the parlia-
there and they need to be solved in ament leadership on Tuesday.

News. Informationen. Kommentare.

the matter with President Serzh Opposition leader Levon Ter- "
Sarkisian and refused to speculate onPetrosian branded the ombudsman a maSSISpOSt Com
his potential successors. “one of the most ardent advocates” of da”y news updates

The 46-year-old lawyer served the current President Serzh Sarkisia
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The Marginalization of Armenian Society
Will the dispossessed electorate be a factor for future change?

By Armen Arakelyan this latter sector that is taking the full menian mentality of — “I don’t get the one hand, the blossoming social
brunt of each deterioration in social involved with others” — also prevents protest movement is discredited and

The public rallies organized by life based on objective conditions — needed organizing and mobilization. deprived of any content, and on the
Tigran Karapetyan, the periodic pro- inflation, low wages, etc. Thus we wind up with street vendors, other, those segments of society caught
tests staged against the Armenian gov- This actual anti-socialization also incensed that they can no longer ply up in the phenomenon are manipulated
ernment, the president and the mayor’'sbecomes possible by setting dispari-their wares, protesting separately; thoseand depoliticized.
office, verify that a new political impe- ties within the human rights defense who bring in goods from Turkey, an- In Armenia today, only three
tus or force is taking shape in Armenia field. Informal divisors are placed be- gry with a doubling of freight rates, forces have the potential to place the
— the marginalization of the masses;tween the privileged and those remain-protesting on their own; and disgruntled movement on a positive political track:
i.e. the formation of an Armenian ingbelowwho shoulderthe full burden community leaders doing their own the ARF, the Heritage Party and the
lumpenproletariat. (In German the word of responsibility. thing. HAK. The firsttwo are clearly in a wait
literally means “rag proletariat”). This state of affairs that has arisen Nobody supports the other. Nor and see holding position and have no

This gradual marginalization pro- in Armenia pushes a wide variety of do the protestors want, or understandoverwhelming desire to get active.
cess of society continues in Armenia. social issues to the front and center —the need, to mobilize a common front Then too, they simply aren’t able to.
What are the causes and where might iguaranteeing minimal conditions of hu- for struggle. HAK (Armenan National Con-
lead? First, this societal marginalization man life and defense of certain inalien- Thus, within the ruling circles, gress) possesses all the requirements
is a product of Armenian government able rights. This current reality pushes the growing belief is that there isn’'t to assume a leadership role for the
policy, which at its core results in the all others to the backburner — all na- really anything serious to worry about. burgeoning movement. But it displays
deepening of the social divide. Sometional, political, ideological and cul- Even if these protests of separate soa principally incorrect approach re-
might argue that it results from the tural issues. cial sectors expand, they will never garding it. The HAK sees the move-
government’s inability to halt the pro- In the past, if one occasionally lead to a all-encompassing movementment as merely an uncontrollable
cess. saw small groups of people protesting of social unrest. This also allows the “lumpen” mass, and not as a move-

The economic, social and judi- in front of various government build- authorities to keep neglecting the un-ment with which to politicize society.
cial policies of the regime are directed ings that their rights had been violate, derlying causes for the protests and Inreality, however, HAK is wag-
towards satisfying the interests andnow such sights are a daily occur- their cause and effect links. ing a struggle against the same under-
requirements of a very specific elite rence. To a certain degree, the govern-lying causes that are at the core of the
segment of society and, as a rule, aims Moreover, the threats voiced by ment is correct in its approach. The marginalization process. What has
towards the monopolization of all es- these disgruntled individuals and groupsproblem is that the political forces still started is also a struggle for civil rights,
sential commercial and economic sec-to take drastic action are growing.  remainindifferentto the impulses arising draped in a veil of super-socialized
tors. Itis clear that a resistance move- from the society automatically consoli- issues.

As a result, small and medium ment has started from these once iso-dating viathe process of marginalization. Itis also clear that this spontane-
sized businesses are disappearinglated and limited actions that still re- Certain forces are simply not capable ofous social movement, if placed on a
Thus, the middle class is vanishing asmain mostly unorganized. Any type of assuming leadership of the movement,systematic, institutional basis, can be
well. Society is being divided into rich consolidation remains restricted to in- given that they find themselves in a infused with real political content be-
and poor segments. The former, com-dividuals sharing the same narrow setinsignificant position. cause, no matter how tragic, that seg-
prised of a limited segment of mo- of problems, people from similar so- The problem facing the govern- ment of society is being marginalized
nopoly oligarchs are becoming the only cial “castes”. Thus, it is too premature ment and the ruling coalition forces is that should perform the role of the
practical guarantee for the retention of to speak about any type of mass sociahot to lead this movement but to extin- middle class.
power by the authorities. The ranks of movement. guish it, or at best, to keep it manage- HAK, by artificially inserting a
the poor are being filled with ever This is due to two realities. First, able. The regime would like to avoid differentiation between these two cat-
increasing segments of society since this budding movement is spon-any potential headaches if possible. egories, is simply depriving itself of
marginalized from that government and taneous it lacks any real political con- With this aim in mind, conve- the opportunity/possibility of becom-
its various power bases. tent and isn’t being lead by any politi- niently exploiting the “Tigran Karapetyan

Given such proportionality, it is cal force. Second, the traditional Ar- phenomenon” is a true brainstorm. On Continued onpage 4

Armenia: Egypt Events Energizing Opposition in Yerevan

By Marianna Grigoryan claims was stolen from Ter-Petrosian already affected Armenia’s domesticlife; Sharmazanov. “Armenian authorities
— is designed to reinforce the opposi-the opposition has whipped up its excite-are determined to carry out reforms to
Inspired by recent developments tion message. ment, and the authorities are respondinglleviate the consequences of the [eco-
in North Africa, Armenia’s largest op- Ter-Petrosian, a skilled orator accordingly.” nomic] crisis.”
position coalitionis preparing for “large- and former president, has repeatedly For now, the reactions of both One Yerevan pensioner, 63-year-
scale rallies” in Yerevan's Freedom pledged to restart the ANC's rallies in sides are “predictable,” Sarkisian said. old Janik Avagian, scoffed at such rheto-
Square starting on February 18. Freedom Square and has routinely had~or the opposition to succeed in promot-ric, and indicated a readiness to protest.

The government’'s public re- to contend with supposed city “sched- ing substantive political changes, he Social and economic conditions, Avagian
sponse to the announcement by Levoruling conflicts.” When the ANC has added, Ter-Petrosian and others have tasserted, were worsening by the day.
Ter-Petrosian’s Armenian National staged protests at other venues in remove beyond simply talking about hold- “Everything gets more expensive, the pub-
Congress (ANC) has been muted. Butcent years, they have failed to attracting protest rallies. “They must set goals lic utilities, the food, life, and the authorities
official actions suggest that authorities large numbers. and achieve them,” Sarkisian said. only give promises,” Avagian said.
are taking the potential for an “Egypt This time, timing may be on the The leader of the opposition Heri- In contrast to Avagian, one
Effect” in Armenia seriously. Soon ANC's side, some analysts believe. tage Party’s parliamentary faction, Yerevan taxi driver said that while
afterthe ANC revealed its protest plans, Aside from heated discussions Stepan Safarian, agreed; while the com-events in Egypt had captivated the
Yerevan city officials countered that among Armenians about the changesplaints of protestersin Egyptand Tunisiaattention of Armenians, he personally
Freedom Square would be off limits underway in Egypt and Tunisia, eco- may resonate in Armenia amid the sim-remained reluctant to throw his sup-
because itwould be the scene of “sport-nomic discontent is brewing in Arme- mering discontent about runaway pricesport behind Ter-Petrosian. The driver,
ing and cultural events” from February nia. An ANC demonstration, if it takes and dwindling jobs, staging a rally, by who declined to give his name, voiced
15-March 15. place, would come on the heels ofitself,is notmuch of apolitical goal. “We disappointment over the outcome of

ANC leaders say that if they angry protests by Yerevan street trad-need to clarify the issues,” said Safarian.the protest movement in 2008, and
can't secure permission to rally in ers, whose activities were recently “Occupying Freedom Square cannot beexpressed the belief that Ter-Petrosian
Freedom Square via PR efforts andbanned. High prices —consumer pricesa goal when we face the problem of was merely trying to position himself
official application procedures, they in 2010 increased by 8.8 percent com-restoring the rights of the people andfor another presidential run in 2013.
will simply protest without a city per- pared with the previous year, accord- many other important issues.” “After hundreds of thousands of people
mit. ing to the National Statistical Service — Eduard Sharmazanov, the attended his rallies, and the notorious

Freedom Square has long beenand near-double-digitinflation (9.4 per- spokesperson for President Serzhevents [of 2008], Levon Ter-Petrosian
the preferred site for opposition ral- cent in 2010) are fueling a growing Sargsyan’s Republican Party of Ar- dropped out of sight, and now he

lies, and it was the scene of the 2008sense of discontent. menia, downplayed the chances thatshows up again,” said the driver. “Why
post-presidential election crackdown, “Revolutions act like contagions,” the Egyptian and Tunisian uprisings should | believe him?”

during which at least 10 people were said Manvel Sarkisian, a political analyst will prompt a large number of Arme- Editor's note:

killed. The date selected for the rally — at the Armenian Center for National and nians to take to the streets. “There is Marianna Grigoryan is a

the eve of the date of the 2008 presi-International Studies. “In any event, the some discatentin Armenia, butthere freelance reporter in Yerevan and
dential election, a vote that the ANC incidents in Tunisia and Egypt have are no grounds for a social revolt,” the editor of MediaLab.am.
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Armenian Bar Association Accepting Justice Marvin and Jane Baxter
Applications For its Sixth Annual Appellate Law Center Dedicated at
Scholarship Program UC Hastings College of the Law

LOS ANGELES -- The Armenian SAN FRANCISCO — The Justice his Bachelors degree in Economics from
Bar Association is accepting applica- oAk Ag Marvin and Jane Baxter Appellate Law California State University, Fresno. Af-
tions for its Sixth Annual Scholarship \r-"‘ “‘q; Center at the University of California tergraduating from UC Hastings, Baxter
Program. The Program is designed toj & )< Hastings College of the Law in San served as a Fresno County deputy dis-
support meritorious students of Arme- ,}? '.‘Jz Francisco was dedicated at a specialrict attorney before practicing law with

<

nian descent attending, or accepted
for admission to, an approved law

ceremony on the evening of January 20,a Fresno law firm. He also served as
2011. The Center and its state-of-the-artPresident of the Fresno County Bar

schoolin the United States, Armenia or . & Moot Court courtroom is the result of a Association. As Appointments Secre-
elsewhere. Recipients must demon- “q,q 4#"‘ generous gift made in honor of the tary to Governor George Deukmejian,
strate an outstanding academic record vt Baxters. he was the Governor’s principal advisor
as well as a strong commitment to the Justice and Mrs. Baxter were joined on all gubernatorial appointments to the

Armenian community, particularly in tions on behalf of the Armenian com- atthe dedication ceremony by their chil- executive and judicial branches of gov-
humanitarian and/or law-related en- munity, such as responding to the dren, grandchildren, family, close friends, ernment. He assisted in the appointment
deavors. The Scholarship Program ispress or media about topics relating toand colleagues on the Supreme Court obf more than 700 judges.
primarily funded by donations and by Armenians, educating American-Ar- California. In 1988, Governor Deukmejian
fundraising events hosted by the Ar- menians regarding their legal rights, Former California Governor appointed Baxterasan Associate Justice
menian Bar Association. In addition to and advocating the rule of law in Ar- George Deukmejian said, “Gloria and | of the Court of Appeal, Fifth Appellate
the Scholarship Program, the Arme- menia, all of which are important as- have had the pleasure of knowing Marv District, headquartered in Fresno. He
nian Bar Association supports Arme- pects of advancing both the economicand Jane Baxter for over 35 years. Wewas elevated to serve as an Associate
nian law students through its varied and the humanitarian well-being of are proud to congratulate them and theirJustice of the California Supreme Court
programs and events including the Armenia. The Armenian Bar Associa- family on this wonderful occasion. Jus- in 1991 and in 2002 won reelection for a
mentorship and internship programstion also has engaged in many cross-ice Baxter has served the people ofnew term of office. Justice Baxter is
and presentations by legal scholars. national efforts between the United California in both the judiciary and ex- Vice-Chair of the Judicial Council of
Students interested in applying States and Armenia, such as hostingecutive branches with great distinction. California and is Chair of its Policy
for an Armenian Bar Association schol- Armenian attorneys and judges in thel always appreciated his wise counsel.” Coordination and Liaison Committee. He
arship should obtain an application atUnited States and promoting Arme- Marvin Baxter, a grandson of Ar- received the 1998 Distinguished Alum-
the Armenian Bar Association’s website nian-American attorneys’ involvement menian immigrants, was raised on anus Award from Hastings, and is a
(www.armenianbar.org). in the Armenian business and legalfarm in Fowler, California, and earned Director Emeritus of the law school.
The application deadline is April world, both as educators and as advi-
30, 2011. The application must either sors.

Armenian Army Celebrates its 19th Anniversary

be postmarked by April 30, 2011 or if On April 29 - May 1, 2011, the

e-mailed, it should be received no later Armenian Bar Association will hold its

than midnight (PST) of April 30, 2011. 22" Annual Meeting in San Francisco, Continued from page 1 Nagorno Karabakh became an urgent
The Armenian Bar Associationis California. For information on how . issue

the largest organization of Armenian you can register for this meeting, go to forces.After a short while, the De- Second stage: June 1992 - June

lawyers in the world. The Armenian the Armenian Bar Association’s website fénse Ministry formed its central ad- 1994 — Waging a de facto war with

Bar Association performs many func- at www.armenianbar.org. ministration with general headquar- Azerbaijan, the independent republics

ters, departments and divisions. Inof Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh
1992, the ministry began the army committed themselves to the task of

Hranush Hakobian Announcees Plans enlistment procedures throughout thecreating an army.
For ‘Diaspora Parliament’ republic, establishing a firm tradition Third stage: June 1994 - present
of replenishing the army with con- — This stage can be characterized as
Continued from page 1 Constitution Referendum through scripts. period of sustainable development when
which the Parliament will have the The establishment of the Arme- army building gained a new momen-

Changes in its text must be backed byright to have two chambers - parallel to nian army is inseparably related to the tum raising the efficiency of its forces
at least one third of Armenia’s 2.4 the 2012 election, on the same day orhistory of building the Armenian state- and achieving the step-by-step elimi-
million eligible voters. inthe period between the two electionshood, as both were interrelated andnation of barriers between the army
The Armenian authorities already in 2012 and 2013, or after the presi- interdependent processes, dating backand the society. The ceasefire accord
pushed through a long list of constitu- dential election? their origins to February 1988, a pe- signed with Azerbaijan enabled the Ar-
tional amendments in a 2005 referen- 3. How does Serzh Sarkisian riod which marked the beginning of menian authorities and the army to
dum marred by opposition and mediaimagine the election of Diaspora mem- Karabakh liberation struggle. direct all their efforts to the final for-
allegations of vote rigging. One of bers? Who will have the right to run? While coming into existence, the mation of the country’s armed forces.
those amendments lifted a constitu-Who will have the right to vote? What Armenian army had to pass a long Events to celebrate the army’s
tional ban on dual citizenship. It was mechanism the election will have? way, full of difficulties and obstacles. day have been organized throughout
meant to strengthen Diaspora Arme-Should the voters and candidates be The defense ministry singles out the country since yesterday. At 11:00
nians’ links with the country of their Armenian citizens? Should the candi- three main stages in the context of theon January 28, the high command of

ancestors. dates live in Armenia? fundamental processes and basic task@rmenia’s defense forces will visit
4. Will the creation of a second it had to deal with throughout this Yerablur pantheon to pay respect to
Who and How Will Diaspora chamber mean that the election of theperiod. the memory of the killed freedom fight-
Members be Elected existing chamber members will be only First Stage : February 1988 - ers. The celebration events will last
Several questions are raised inthrough a proportional mandate? May 1992 — This period marked an through evening. The National Aca-
connection with the intention to make The answers to these and otheractive stage in Karabakh movement, demic Theatre of Opera and Ballet will
the Parliament bicameral involving also questions will reveal the real goal of exacerbating the Armenian-Azerbaijani host a festive concert to crown the
representatives of the Diaspora. the initiative: whether it is aimed to relations. It was a time when ensuring day.
1. When is Serzh Sarkisian going modernize the state management syseivilians’ security in Armenia and Tert.am

to make such a proposal — before ortem or the power is just creating an- o . ]
after the 2012 parliamentary election?other circle of reproduction involving tYing to crystallize its positions and carnies, drug dealers, bootleggers, and
2. When will Armenia hold a also the Diaspora. possible solution options. bookmakers, but depend on the formal

This signifies that the possibility economy for their day-to-day exist-
still exists for the HAK to assume ence. (Wikipedia)

The Marginalization of Armenian Society leadership of the movement. 2) Franz Fanon described the
lumpen-proletariat as “one of the most

Continued from page 3 of the HAK’s economic affairs com- Editor's Note: spontaneous and the most radically
mittee convened and that members 1) Marxian and even some non- revolutionary forces of a colonized

ing active and, in general, is alienating discussed such matters as the forcibleMarxist sociologists now use the term people.” However, itis anignorantand

itself from the real social demands of cessation of street trade and recento refer to those they see as the “vic-desperate class, particularly suscep-

the people. This just might lead to the governmemt steps leading to the illegal tims” of modern society, who exist tible to being co-opted by counter-

eventual marginalization of HAK itself increase of custom duties by the gov-outside the wage-labor system, suchrevolutionary forces. Therefore, he

because the self-serving nature of itsernment and the monopolization and as beggars, or people who make theirclaimed, education of the dispossessed

actions will become evident. oligarchic domination of the economy. living through disreputable means: masses should be central to revolu-
Recently, we learnt that a session |t would thus seem that the HAK is prostitutes and pimps, swindlers, tionary strategy. (Wikipedia)
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