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March 1 Anniversary: Armenian National Congress Issues U.S. Ambassador
‘Last Warning’ to Armenian Leadership Marie Yovanovitch
YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Opposi- g T s e - Calls For ‘DCCP

Changes’ In Armenia

on Tuesday, again rallying thousands
of supporters in Yerevan and telling
the authorities to hold snap elections orfg
face a popular revolt.

In what he called a “last warn-
ing,” the top leader of the opposition
Armenian National Congress (HAK)

Sarkisian with a long list of other
demands, including the release of all
jailed opposition members. He gave
Sarkisian two weeks to accept at least
“aconsiderable part” of those demands
and start negotiating with the HAK
over the conduct of pre-term presi-
dential and parliamentary elections.
“From now on, rallies held by the

YEREVAN -- The Armenian au-
thorities need to hold free elections and
embark on other “deep” reforms if
they are to fulfill President Serzh
Sarkisian’s recent pledge to turn Ar-

Armenian National Congress are turn- _ _ _ menia into a full-fledged democracy,

ing from current political actions into Addressing the crowd before the ter on election preparations. U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch

a sort of forum for the public’s self- march, Ter-Petrosian read out a 13- “This is our last warning to the said on Monday.

rule, which will have the full authority POint HAK ultimatum addressed to the authorities,” Ter-Petrosian declared. Yovanovitch also urged to them

to make decisions and put them into@uthorities. The demands included the“Sober up. | have nothing else to tell to strengthen the Armenian civil soci-

practice,” Ter-Petrosian said. release of about a dozen Ter-Petrosiaryou.” ety, saying that is “vital” for the
The HAK began on February 18 a |0yalists remaining in prison, the con-  “The path of political dialogue is country’s democratlzathn, prosperity

new campaign of anti-government pro- duct of anindependent inquiry into the still open for Serzh Sarkisian,” said and even national security.

tests with its biggest demonstration in 2008 bloodshed and the sacking ofLevon Zurabian, Ter-Petrosian’s right- “Clearly, the solution is not to

nearly three years. Tuesday’s rally Severalhigh-ranking state officials, in- hand man coordinating the HAK's day- restrict freedom of speech or access
drew an even bigger crowd. Ter- cluding Prime Minister Tigran to-day activities.“He still has time, but t(')'ldeas, or to restrict the right of
Petrosian claimed that it was attendegSarkisian. it is rapidly running out,” added citizenstoassembleinsupportofthose
by 50,000 people, while the Armenian The opposition bloc also de- Zurabian. ideas, but r_qther to take those ideas —
police put the number of participants Manded sharp rises in the official mini- Zurabian  repeated  Ter- even the criticisms of our opponents —
at between 9,000 and 10,000. mum wage and pensions as well as thePetrosian’s earlier warning that seriously and debate them in public on
The rally was timed to coincide Scrapping of several unpopular gov- Sarkisian will meet the fate of the their merits,” she said.
with the third anniversary of the bloody €rnment decisions made in recentrecently deposed rulers of Egypt and “The well-developed democracy
suppression of Ter-Petrosian’s mas-months. Among them is the introduc- Tunisia if he continues to oppose snapand more active political dialogue that
sive 2008 protests sparked by a dis-tion of mandatory car insurance and aelections. Pr§5|dent Sarklglgn spoke of will re-
puted presidential election. controversial ban on street trade in The Ter-Petrosian-led opposition quire deep and difficultchanges,” added
The demonstrators marched to Yerevan. has been clearly buoyed by the wave ofYovanovitch. “It will require reforms
the scene of the March 1-2, 2008 Ter-Petrosian urged supporters anti-government uprisings that hasto Armenia’s laws, institutions, and
clashes between opposition protesterd® 9ather again on March 17 to discussswept through the Arab world. In- political culture to expand individual
and security forces, which left ten the authorities’ response to the de-creased attendance at its rallies indi-liberty, freedom, and responsibility.”
people dead and more than 200 othergnands. He stressed that a “practicalcates similar sentiment among many That, explained the diplomat,
injured. A candlelight vigil was held dialogue” between the HAK and the Armenians unhappy with the govern- _
there earlier in the day. Sarkisian government could only cen- ment. Continued on page 4

Possible New Witness in Hrant Dink Parliament Elects New Armenian
Murder Trial Ombudsman

ISTANBUL -- A juvenile courtin
Istanbul began hearing a case Monday
against the alleged killer of Armenian-
Turkish journalist Hrant Dink as evi-
dence emerged in the main case of &
potential new witness to the 2007 slay-
ing, the Hurriyet Daily News reported. |;

The hearing at the 14th Minors

YEREVAN --Karen Andreasian,a charge.” He said that one of his first
33-year-old lawyer and former televi- objectives will be to raise citizens’ aware-
sion host, was elected and sworn in asmess of the Office of the State Human
Armenia’s new state human rights om- Rights Defender and its powers.
budsman on Wednesday. “If people demand judicial jus-

Andreasian’s candidacy was nomi- tice, we won’t be able to do that
nated last week by the Armenian parlia-because we don’t look into court
ment majority loyal to President Serzh cases,” Andreasian told the parliament.

Court for Serious Crimes was the first g Sarkisian. Its endorsement by the full The new ombudsman was care-
since the trial against alleged triggermanjg=s National Assembly was thus a mere ful not to pass judgment on the state of
Ogun Samast was transferred from a formality. human rights protection in Armenia.

adult to juvenile court. The previous ombudsman, Armen Nor would he say whether he agrees
A wiretapped conversation re- alone on the day of the killing, but that Harutiunian, stepped down last month with opposition claims that there are
vealed during a recent hearing into thehas never been confirmed. to serve as the representative of thepolitical prisoners in the country.
Ergenekon coup plot case meanwhile The Istanbul court decided Mon- UN’s Office of the High Commis- Representatives of the parliamen-
indicated that there were two people day that Dink’s family members — his sioner for Human Rights to Central tary majority lavished praise on
next to Samast on the day of Dink’s wife, Rakel, daughters Delal and Sera,Asia. Andreasian, portraying him as a com-
assassination. son Arat and brothers Hosrof and Answering lawmakers’ questions petent professional who will success-
This witness was not listed in the Yervant Dink — as well as the newspa- before the vote, Andreasian said hefully accomplish his mission.
scope of the Dink murder trial. It has regards human rights advocacy as “a Opposition deputies were far
been claimed that Samast was not Continuedonpage?2 service that must be provided free of more skeptical.
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Human Rights Violations in Armenia Armenia Fund, Inc. Re-Elects Chairman

Continue - Helsinki Association

LOS ANGELES -- Armenia Fund,
Inc., the U.S. Western Region affiliate
of "Hayastan" All-Armenian Fund, has
announced the re-election of its Chair-
man, Ara Aghishian, Esq.

On Wednesday, February 23,
2011, the Corporate Board of Armenia
Fund, Inc. unanimously re-elected Ara
Aghishian to the post of Chairman/
President. Mr. Aghishian had been at
this position since March 2009 and
previously served as Vice-President of
the Fund since 2001.

Present at the meeting were
Grigor Hovhannissian, Consul General
of the Republic of Armenia, Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of
the Western Diocese of the Armenian
Apostolic Church, Father Gomidas and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr.

Torossian representing His EminenceAghishian heads the Law Offices of
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Ara Aghishian with offices in Encino,
Pastor Krikor Chahinian of the Arme- San Diego, and Sacramento. His client

to see gross violations of human rightsthat context, special attention is giventonian Catholic Eparchy, Rev. Josephbase consists of Fortune 500 compa-
’ Matossian of the Armenian Evangeli- nies as well as the City of Los Angeles.

and fundamental freedoms, accordingthe case of Vahan Khalafyan who was 5| Union of America. Mr. Al Cabraloff He is a member of the California

to the HeIS|nk| Association. beatento de.ath at'Charentsavan’s Policg)¢ the Armenian Assembly of America, State Bar, the Los Angeles County and
Speaking at a news ?onfere_nce ondepartment in April 2010. Ms. Anahid Stepanian representing Mr. American Bar Associations, as well as
Monday, thg ASSOF:I&'[IOI‘]S Chalrman . The auth_ors have also observed,,adik Izmirlian of the Armenian Cul- the Armenian Bar Association. He has
Michael Danielyan introduced its 2010 serious flaws in the court system. Oney;,q) Foundation, Mr. Haig Messerlian served as Judge Pro Tem of the Los
report on the human rights situation in of the association’s experts, Nina ,f the Armenian General Benevolent Angeles Superior Court for several
the country. He said the authorities hadKarabekyants noted in that connection .4 WDC, Ms. Arousyak Melkonian years. Mr. Aghishian has received sev-
failed to comply with the requirements that court decisions are mainly restricted 5t tne Armenian Relief Society of eral c.omrﬁendations and recognitions

propos_ed by the PACE'S 2008-2009 to indictments, Wi'_[h the prosec_ution Western USA, Mr. Vasken Khodanian for his volunteer services to the legal
resolutions on Armenia. statements becoming reprinted in the ¢ Nor Serount Cultural Association profession

E\I/ent_thotu%h tat_ﬂhgritfites trhele'\f;llsedhcourt_rr;:lingls. — f t and Mr. Hagop Nazarian of Tekeyan For 15 years, Mr. Aghishian
several activists detained after the Marc e document further refers t0 - tural Association. served as the Secretary of the Board of

1, 2008 post-electoral disorders, ninethree cases of torture in the army. Mr. Ara Boyajian of Toronto, Trustees of TCA Arshag Dickranian

people are still in prison, 'the authors of' The authors also point out to .the Canada, a member of the Armenia Fundarmenian School in Hollywood, CA.
_the_ (_jocument say, adding Fhat th_ose!ncreas_ed number of corrupt practices|tarnational Board of Trustees, was He is a former Chairman of th’e San
individuals are considered political pris- in penitentiaries. Arsen Babayan, an-present at the meeting as a guest angternando Valley Chapter of the Arme-

oners under international criteria. They other expert of the organization, ex- congratulated Ara Aghishian on behalf nian General Benevolent Union. He is a

further 'refer to police violence at dem- presged concerns over the situation of ¢ the International Board and wished former member of the AGBU Asbeds
onstrations, when several people weredetainees with health problems.

. ) . . . . him a prodetive and successful term. and AGBU SCDC. Mr. Aghishian is a
taken to police stations facing restric- "People complain they are being

. Mr. Aghishian has beenin private Godfather of the Mother Cathedral of
tions on free movement.

. 'gnored. They complain of deteriorated 1o practice since 1988 in California. the Western Diocese of the Armenian
The authors also voice concerns health condition while the Hospital for 4 i admitted to practice law in all the Apostolic Church

over violence againstjournalists_and a_t-Detainees i_s half-empty, for some rea-.q 1ts of the State of California, all Mr. Aghishian is married to Julia
tempts to prevent them from dissemi- son,” he said. Federal District Courts in California, Yeranossian and a proud father of a

YEREVAN -- Armenia continues tinuing torture at police departments. In

nating information. The particularly fo- The authors further say that allbut 1o 9th U.S. District Court of Appeal
cus on the reported cases of violenceone of the penitentiary institutions (Artik) - PP daughter, Alexandra.
against the jailed editor-in-chief of badly need repairs. P ibl itn
Haykakan Zhamanak newspaper, Nikol Some 38 people reportedly died in . ossible New W_ tness
Pashinyan (October-November, 2010). penitentiaries lastyear, with 32 suffering Continuedfrompage 1 examined, he was asked about a phone
Further concerns relate to con- various health problems. _ ' call in the indictment.
per he edited, weekly Agos, and Birgun Donmez allegedly made a phone

Publishing were also parties to the call to Emin Gurses from Eskisehir on
case, each represented by their law-the Dink murder as well as other crimi-

Opposition Heritage Party Walks

Out Of Parliament yers. nal offences in the indictment. “They
The defendant’s lawyer argued are conversations we made on the
YEREVAN -- Lawmakers repre- society was that ‘L’Etat c’est moi’ — that the “legal persons” and people matters of the country on the spur of

senting the opposition Zharangutyun the state is me and nothing can be donavith no blood relation to Dink should the moment,” the retired officer said.
(Heritage) party demonstratively walked against me,” he told the National As- not have been accepted as parties to Prosecutor Aykut Cenciz Engin
outof Armenia’s parliament on Monday, sembly. the case. reportedly arrived at the courthouse in
accusing Presidererzh Sarkisian of “Unfortunately, the existing cor- After Celal Unal, the chair of the the early morning hours to do some
seeking to illegally prolong his rule.  relation of forces between the majority juvenile court board, read a short sum-inspections within the building. The
In a speech preceding the walk- and the opposition doesn't satisfy the mary of the formal criminal charge, press has been taken within the court-
out, Zharangutyun leader Raffi [governing] party leaders, and they the defendant was asked whether heoom only a while after the case had
Hovannisian joined other prominent have set their sights on these fewhad anything to say. “I made my de- started.
opposition figures in condemning opposition seats. There is no need tofense four years ago. | repeat the same Samast has reportedly asked judges
Sarkisian’s new power-sharing agree-rig another election. As the Holy Mass [defense],” Samast said. for the number of the case observers to
ment with his junior coalition partners. says ... take it and eat it, this is your Dink family lawyer Fethiye Cetin be decreased, or for the hearing to be
The ruling coalition controls at heritage,” Hovannisian said. told a group of journalists that his closed to public, which has been strictly
least 100 seats in the current 131- The Zharangutyun leader finished relatives would no longer be following objected by Dink family.
member National Assembly. Critics hisspeechamid angry shouts from mem-+he case in the courts. “The moves and The court board has reportedly
say the coalition forces effectively bers of the parliament’s pro-presidential course [of judgment] have been far referred to Samast as SSC, which is the
committed themselves to predetermin- majority. “Dear colleagues, | share your from what justice demands,” Cetin acronym for “minor dragged to crime”
ing the election outcome and further indignation,” Samvel Nikoyan, adeputy said, adding that the case has caused during the hearing.The Istanbul court,
reducing opposition presence in the speaker presiding over the session, toldot of suffering and inflamed public where main suspect Ogun Samast had
parliament at any cost. them. opinion. been on trial for Dink’s murder together
Hovannisian echoed those claims, In a statement issued later in the The claim of a possible new wit- with another 20 suspectsincluding Erhan
calling the coalition deal “unconstitu- day, Zharangutyun said its governing ness arose during the last hearing ofTuncel and Yasin Hayal, ruled Oct. 25
tional” and saying that Sarkisian is body will meet this weekend to discussthe second Ergenekon case on Febthat it did not have jurisdiction to pros-
keen to stay in power for seven morethe party’s “further strategy and tactics” 25. While suspect retired Lt. Col. ecute Samast because he was under the
years. “The message to the Armenianin the parliament. Mustafa Donmez was being cross-age of 18 at the time of the murder.
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The Crimes of 1st March 2008

By Sahag Toutjian

The infamous perpetrators of the
crimes of ¥ March 2008 against the
Armenian people have enjoyed anothe
year of reprieve, one of them with the
cloak of president of the Republic of
Armenia, and the other with the mantle
of the sole male predator of Yerevan.
While awaiting the inevitable due pro-
cess of fair retribution and the return
of human —forget national — dignity, it
might be instructive to attempt a lucid
assessment of the tragedy now ar
mored with the thick layers of three
years of deceit, additional crimes and
an array of grotesque camouflage in-
tended to cover the trail of the original
crime.

A bad tragedy performance is
bad either because its author is bad o

play on the stage. However, a bad
tragedy played by bad actors and pro
duced by an untalented supporting staff
will stop short of enactment if the
audience is alert, critical, and actively
expresses its discontent. The traged
is bound to stop automatically when
the audience refuses to
attend. Likewise, a social, political or
national tragedy will fail to materialize
when the majority of citizens involved
refuse to condone its performance. It
will collapse onitself and will be aborted
by the unequivocal stand of the criti-
cal mass of people against it when it
runs counter to everything they be-

pose their corrupt rulers and freeze
the stolen billions in Swiss bank ac-

counts to their rightful owners, the

people. Let them shoot their ship’s

Captain Ahab. We Armenians know

better. We keep our depraved cap-
tains at the helm. And we sink all

together (provided he does not sneak
out at the moment of peril).

Almost one century after the
Genocide of Armenians by the Otto-
man Turks, we did not need to be
reminded by self-elected Armenian
presidents that we have to brace our-
selves, since our genocide is of the
permanent brand, and may be com-
mitted indiscriminately by Turks and
a specific brand of Armenians alike.
Allthey need is to make more frequent
1t March type outings of their black-
robed and black-masked sharpshoot-
ing mercenaries against peaceful dem-
onstrators, and plunder the peaceful,
Gandhi-like citizens of Armenia so
that they’ll have to resort to mass
exodus to procure a livelihood for
their families. That way, our prob-
lems with our neighboring countries
will be simplified. And everybody will
goto his preferred pursuits: one presi-
dent will be free for his favorite pas-
time at the casinos of Monte Carlo,
the second will enjoy the wild animals
and diamonds of Namibia (or the “ex-
otic” country of his choice), and, oh,
did we forget anybody? Well, the
Armenian people, you ask? But let's
get serious, that’s outside the presi-
dential concerns, isn't it?

Sad? Distressing? But it’s the

lieve and cherish as an essential part ofArmenian people, my very own —along and day out with their mass media asplay being performed at Liberty Square
their life. with many others, unfortunate peoplespassive herds or as their inherited prop-today the 1 of March 2011, where
The Armenian tragedy of*1 of planet Earth, who were and still are erty. special events are being concocted to
March 2008, authored, staged and pervictims of persecutions and genocides Allthese respectable entities com- keep out the intrusion of freedom
formed by an — albeit illegitimate — — have silently endured them intermi- prising the Armenian community have fighters to the holy grounds of the
Armenian president on Liberty Square nably. a handy, immaculate apology for their royal neo-nobility.
in Yerevan, Armenia against a gather- Adding insult to injury, we are servile stand vis-a-vis the insolent But | feel a fresh breeze in the
ing of peaceful demonstrators, is justrecently witnessing a new breed of usurpers of power in Yerevan who are air, a breath of new vigor and a surge
one link in a long, ugly chain. This is apologists of past and present oppresholding the future of Armenia and the of hope coming from the burning
the chain of subterfuge, murderoussors of the Armenian people. Theseten-million strong Armenian people deserts of North Africa all the way to
rule and unaccounted crimes commit- peddlers of national poison are, at thisworldwide, hostage to their purely Liberty Squarein Yerevan on th&df
ted by an imposed tyrant misnamedvery moment, light-handedly endan- personal, selfish agenda. SupposedlyMarch 2011. This is the year of daring
president and his appointed successorgering the survival of a free and inde- they want to safeguard Armenia from and hope, the year when disinherited
The ruthless tandem that usurped po-pendent Armenia. This they do when a worst disaster, that of perishing alto-young people of plundered and im-
litical power, have been masqueradingthey emit confusing or mixed signals gether. They want to keep the Arme- poverished countries throughout the
for well over a dozen years as guard-to justify and abet the present rulersnian ship from sinking. They do not world realized that they, too, and their
ians of the security of Armenia, mo- who undermine the well-being of the want to shoot the pirate disguised aschildren, are entitled to a decent fu-
nopolizing the entire state and govern-backbone of Armenia’s active popula- captain of “our” ship. They say: ture. And this is the time when all
ment leverages for their narrow selfish tion by making life unbearable for them “We’ve got to be nice to our impostor/ Armenians of good will — of whatever
ends. They have completely blocked politically, socially and economically. plunderer captain, because we needsocial background and political lean-
the forward march of the newly inde- In the end, emigration becomes thehim for our national salvation.” ings — have concluded that the dead
pendent Armenian state, replacing itonly option left for the population, With saviors like these, who end of ® March 2008 is long past,
with the enrichment and hollow opu- with a final outcome outweighing even needs enemies or “neighborly” geno- that the Armenian people is on the
lence of their handpicked gang of fel- the long-range effects of the Geno- cide perpetrators? threshold of setting itself free at last.
low assassins, plunderers and oligarchside. These well-intentioned entities | am confident. The freedom
simultaneously mimicking as members Of course, these ill-advised ped- fail to perceive the obvious: Because fighters will return to Liberty Square
of a government, national assembly dlers do not represent the majority of of the utter uselessness and harmfulto seal their freedom, just as their
and the judiciary — a full twentieth- the Armenian people. However, they ness of Armenia’s unfit, disloyal rul- soul brothers —linked via the world-
century version of Ali Baba and the dorepresent—very sadly —the prevail-ers, our motherland is being rapidly wide web — are doing in Tunisia,
Forty Thieves. During this interval, ing noisy section of the Armenian es- vacated. It is being abandoned by theEgypt, Libya, Bahrain Yemen and
the political, social and economic prob- tablishment, those who “count”: the sector of its population that has beenelsewhere in the wide world. And
lems faced by the fledgling republic “celebrities”, the rich and famous, a its backbone, namely the young, thethey’ll bring with them the valiant
have been compounded to a dangerousiumber of organizations, including craftsmen, the trained professionals.political prisoners Nikol Pashinyan,
level of inextricability, with not even quite a few of the traditional and lately And our ship of national salvation is Sassoon Mikayelyan, Harutyun
partial solutions on the horizon. formed political parties, the splinters sinking before our eyes, whether we Urutyan, Sarkis Hatsbanian, Murad
Throughout its blood-drenched of what used to be the Armenian are citizens of the Republic of Arme- Bojolyan, Aram Bareghamyan, Ara
history, the Armenian people have beenChurch, the so-called benevolentnia or members of an undefined Hovhannisyan, Shmavon Galstyan,
duped to watch, helplessly, countlessunions, and the self-styled activists for Diaspora — a cacophony to be “har-Roman Mnatsakanyan, and who-
dramas and heartbreaking tragedies -the rights of the Armenian people. In monized” by an appointed Minister of ever else is still retained captive in
including, surprisingly, a number of brief, all those who claim to represent Diaspora, to be exploited as a passivethe accursed dungeons of the free
unsavory stereotype farces — featuringthe abused silent majority of the per-reserve by the plunderers. and independent Republic Afme-
their own miseries, aspirations, des-plexed and undecided Armenian com- Let the Tunisians, Egyptians, nia.

tiny and slow extermination. And the munities whom they bombard day in Libyans, Bahrainis and Yemenis de- | hear their footsteps.
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Dr. James Russell of Harvard to Speak at Fresno State: Armenian Bar Association Recognizes
“Misak Medzarents: Songs of Freedom, United States Attorney André Birotte Jr.
Defiance, and Joy”

FRESNO -- Dr. James Russell, -
Mashtots Professor of Armenian Stud- L
ies at Harvard University will speak on
“Misak Medzarents: Songs of Free-
dom, Defiance, and Joy” at 7:30 PM
on Wednesday, March 16, 2011, in the
University Business Center, Alice Pe-
ters Auditorium, Rm. 191, on the
Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Spring Lecture
Series and is co-sponsored by the
Armenian Students Organization at
Fresno State. The Associated Students
Inc. at Fresno State have provided
partial funding for the lecture. Mashtots Professor of Armenian Stud-

The Western Armenian poet jes in the Department of Near Eastern
Misak Medzarents, who died of con- Languages and Civilizations at Harvard
sumption in 1908 at the tender age ofuniversity. Professor Russell has
twenty-two, was in his linguistic and authored over one hundred scholarly
imaginative genius the rightful succes- articles, many of which have been
sor to Bedros Tourian, who had in- collected in his Armenian and Iranian
vented modern Armenian verse almostStudies (2004). In addition to seminal
single-handed and died in 1872 atinvestigations into the pre-Christian

GLENDALE, CA -- Appointed and respect for former Armenian Bar
by President Barack Obama and con-Association Board member United
firmed unanimously by the United States Magistrate Judge Jacqueline
States Senate to one of the most eliteChooljian who guided and mentored
federal positions, United States Attor- the rising star when both were Assis-
ney André Birotte Jr. was the featured tant United States Attorneys.
speaker at a standing room-only gath- In attendance was a full roster of

twenty of the same disease. Tourianiranian heritage of Armenian culture ering organized by the Armenian Bar judicial leaders and law enforcement
raged against his cruel and untimely (Zoroastrianism in Armenia, 1987 Y
9 9 Y ( ’ ) Association on February 24, 2011. brass on both the federal and state

destiny, Medzarents foresaw the sameProfessor Russell has pioneered re- i . -
y P With more than 200 judges, law- levels, elected officials, as well as a

and neither ever enjoyed reciprocalsearch into Armenian epic (The He- : .
love. But Medzarents’ poems, layered roes of Kasht, 2000), medieval Arme- yers and law students in attendance awide spectrum of leaders and repre-
| ' the Phoenicia restaurant in Glendale,sentatives from the Armenian commu-

in the complex cadences and imagerynian poetry (Yovhann_s T’lkuranc’i o . ) o : .
of some two millennia of Armenian  and the Mediaeval Armenian Lyric Tra- C}ahforma, theArmenlan BarAssom_a— nity, including LosAngeIes CltyAttor—
tion recognized Mr. Birotte for his ney Carmen Trutanich, Archbishop

poetics, explode with a pantheistic vi- dition, 1987), and modern Armenian dedicat bi . dfor his H Derderi ori t th
sion of nature. They are suffused with poetry (The Book of Flowers, 2003). e |c§t|onto pu .|c service an or. is Hovnan qr erian—Primate o t e
sustained commitment and contribu- Western Diocese of the Armenian

a deep inner delight. His palette is He is most recently the author of a> o .
P g P y tions to law enforcement, victims’ and Church of North America, former Los

bright and vivid, and can remind an study on and translation of the col- . .~ T . -
English-speaking reader of William Iecteyd poems of Bedros Tourian en_c|V|I rights, public integrity, and the Angeles County District Attorney Rob-
legal profession. ert Philibosian, Magistrate Judge

Blake orWalt Whitman. Why s this? titied Bosphorus Nights (2006). In the words of Armenian Bar Chooljian, and retired United States

What made him so different a man and The lecture is free and open to L ) S : o . o
an artist? Dr. Russell believes that partofthe public. Relaxed parking will be Association (_:hallrman Edvin Minassian, District Judge Dickran Tevrizian. _
“The enthusiastic response of the ca- Los Angeles County Superior

the explanation is to be sought in his available in the UBC (University Busi- . drefl e A istion's C Jud . q included
native village, aremote, fortified, hidden ness Center) parking lot after 7:00 PM pacity crowd reflects the Association’s Court Judges in attendance include
deep devotion to professional excel- Site Supervising Judges of Los Ange-

place where, mysteriously and almostthe night of the lecture. For more | q i : | | : i the ci
miraculously, Armenians preserved their information on the lecture please con-f.ence and, Just as |mportant_y, to our €S County Superior Courts in the qlt'
freedom for a thousand years. tact the Armenian Studies Program at irm gommltmenttotheArmenlan”com— ies of Burbank and Glendale, Patrick
Dr. James R. Russell is the 278-2669. m_unlty_and to the rul_e of Iaw. Mr. Hegarty and_Fred RoFenberg, respec-
Minassian expressed his organization'stively; Kevin Brazile, Soussan

. . resolve and successful results in act-Bruguera, Ruth Kwan, Mark Mooney
‘ 1 1 1
U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch Calls For Deep ing as the community’s gatekeeper forand Armenian Bar Assoc

Changes’ In Armenia the protection of its rights and the In September 2009, President
education about its responsibilities. Obama appointed Mr. Birotte to the top
Continued from page 1 bution?” Yovanovitch asked rhetori- Garo Ghazarian, Armenian Bar federal prosecutor postin all of South-
cally. Association Vice-Chairman, and Dean ern California, whose district includes
means “applying laws consistently to “What happens ifindividuals can’t of the Peoples College of Law, servedseven counties, Los Angeles, Orange,

everyone” and holding elections that organize and lobby their government, as Master of Ceremonies with a smoothRiverside, San Bernardino, San Luis
“meet not only international standards or if the elections to choose their lead-and perfect blend of humor and re- Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura,
but also the expectations and demandsrs don't appear to be free and fair?spectfulness. The large gathering wasand a population that is the largest of
of the Armenian people.” She also Wwhat happens if they are unable toaddressed by Chairman Edvin any district in the country. For much
stressed the importance of “ensuringhear, and share, a variety of opinions inMinassian, Board members Hovanesof the past decade, Mr. Birotte has
that peaceful, lawful assemblies will the media?” Margarian and Assistant United Statesserved in capacities of increasing re-
not be harassed or broken up,” ex- The United States has criticized Attorney John J. Lulejian, who deliv- sponsibility in the Los Angeles Police
panding media freedom and pluralism the conduct of virtually all major Ar- ered an inspiring introduction of Mr. Commission’s Office of Inspector
and punishing “criminals who assault menian elections, including the Febru- Birotte. General. Before assuming his adminis-
journalists.” ary 2008 vote that formalized the Rising to the podium to arousing trative duties as Inspector General,
“What happens to the young if handover of power from former Presi- ovation, Mr. Birotte singled out the Mr. Birotte served as Assistant United
their entrepreneurial dreams are dent Robert Kocharian to Sarkisian. In Armenian Bar Association for its unique States Attorney and as a deputy public
crushed by unfair competition against jts annual global reports, the U.S. Stateand valuable leadership position in le- defender in Los Angeles. He is a gradu-
politically connected businesses, or if Department has also been very criticalgal and local institutions and causes.ate of Tufts University and the
expressing controversial ideas putsof the current and previous Armenian “It is important to work with our Pepperdine University School of Law.
them and their families at risk of retri- governments’ human rights records. community,” said Mr. Birotte and con- The 229 Annual National Meet-
. tinuing with “coming from Haiti, | ingofthe Armenian Bar Associationis
) ; ) ; would always remember the emblem being held from April 29, 2011 to May
Al‘lll&lllEllIllfO - n6t associated with their flag, ‘With unity 1, 2011, at the Marriott Union Square,
we build strength,’” and this is a state-in San Francisco, California. Among
ment that lives with me today, and will the special attractions will be the atten-
continue to. That saying has been adance and participation of members of
News. In fD rmationen. Kommentare. major guideline in my life, and a major the California Supreme Court, includ-
guideline we work by.” Mr. Birotte ing Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye
2 looked to Armenian Bar Association and Justice Marvin Baxter. This year’s
maSS|Sweek|y.COm for helping bring unity and strength to other very special guest will be Hrair
. the Armenian community. On a per- Tovmasyan, the Justice Minister of
updated every Friday X areat o f

sonal note, he expressed great prais¢he Republic of Armenia.
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Serving Los Angeles, Ventura, Orange, & San Bernardino Counties

AMERICAN RELIABLE WINDOWS

Beautify while increasing the value
aof your home with elegant,

18 months no interest* Financing 0.A.C

ENERGY EFFICIENT ...
WINDOW AND DOORS. =
Vinyl, Wood, Fiberglass, Clad or

Aluminum Replacement, Retro or
New Construction

Our Windows Qualify

For Tax Credits

Manufacturers rebates & deep
discounts available NOW.

Product, Pricing and
Financing to meet any Budget.

888-804-7250

Youer Satisfaction is Guaranteed.
reQ
Licensed = Cerritied * Insured CSLEB LIC#901591
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