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Armenia Marks Genocide Anniversary Statement by President Barack Obama on
Armenian Remembrance Day

As was the case in his previous
April 24 statements, President
Obama used the Armenian phrase
Meds Yeghern, or Great Calamity,
instead of Genocide, to mark the
96th anniversary of the start of the
mass killings and deportations, call-
ing it “one of the worst atrocities of
the 20th century”.

Following is the full text of his
statement

“We solemnly remember the hor-
rific events that took place ninety-six pasts and work to rebuild bridges of
years ago, resulting in one of the worstunderstanding toward a better tomor-
atrocities of the 20th century. In 1915, row. The United States knows this
1.5 million Armenians were massa- lesson well from the dark chapters in
cred or marched to their death in theour own history. | support the coura-
final days of the Ottoman Empire. geous steps taken by individuals in

YEREVAN -- Hundreds of thou- executions were followed by mass | have consistently stated my own Armenia and Turkey to foster a dia-
sands of people silently marched to akillings and deportations of Armenians view of what occurred in 1915, and logue that acknowledges their com-
hilltop memorial in Yerevan on Sun- in what is now eastern Turkey and my view of that history has not mon history. As we commemorate the
day, April 24, 2011, in an annual re- other parts of the crumbling empire. changed. A full, frank, and just Meds Yeghern and pay tribute to the
membrance of more than one and aMany of the victims lost their lives in acknowledgement of the facts is in all memories of those who perished, we
half million fellow Armenians slaugh- so-called death marches to the Syrianour interests. Contested history desta-also recommit ourselves to ensuring

tered during the Armenian Genocide desert. bilizes the present and stains thethat devastating events like these are
committed by Ottoman Turks during The stark memorial perched on memory of those whose lives were never repeated. This is a contempo-
World War One. Tsitsernakabert Hill overlooking cen- taken, while reckoning with the past rary cause that thousands of Arme-

The day-long procession began tral Yerevan is the focal point of the lays a sturdy foundation for a peaceful nian-Americans have made their own.
in the morning after a traditional prayer annual genocide commemorations inand prosperous shared future. HistoryThe legacy of the Armenian people is
service was held at the TsitsernakabertArmenia and the Armenian Diaspora teaches us that our nations are stronone of resiliency, determination, and
memorial to the genocide victims by communities around the world. ger and our cause is more just when _
the supreme head of the Armenian A large delegation of S.D. we appropriately recognize painful Continued on page 4
Apostolic Church, Catholicos Karekin Hunchakian party members led by Ar-
II, in the presence of top state offi- menian former Deputy Defense Minis- . . .
cials. i P ter and currentS.Dp.H)./P. Central Com- Turks Pay Tﬂbute to Armenian Genocide

April 24 marks the anniversary mittee board member Vahan Victims in Istanbul
of the 1915 arrest of more than 250 Shirkhanian and Armeniabranch Chair-
Armenian political leaders, intellectu- man Gevork Bergoubekian and various
als and artists in Constantinople thatS.D.H.P leaders and activist from the [
was ordered by the government of theDiapora visited the memorial to lay
Ottoman Empire. Their subsequentflowers at the eternal flame.

Pasadena Community Commemorates
96th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
2 _..':_Illl-ﬂ'l_l:":
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ISTANBUL -- Hundreds of Turks loudspeakers. They then laid the flow-
rallied in downtown Istanbul on Sun- ers on a big banner that said “This pain
day to remember more than one million is our pain.”

A . Armenians massacred in the Ottoman Speakers at the rally read out the
Empire nearly a century ago. The ac-names of more than 250 Armenian

PASADENA, CA — The Pasa- featured various speakers and musication under the slogan “Genocide-a crime political leaders, intellectuals and art-
dena Community commemorated the performances captivating the audienceagainst humanity” was organized by ists in Constantinople who were
96thanniversary of the Armenian Geno-of both Armenians and non-Arme- the |stanbul branch of Union for pro- rounded up by the Ottoman govern-

cide on April 23, bringing elected nians. tection of human rights, Bianet agency ment on April 24, 1915 and subse-
officials, community leaders, youth The event began with a Color reports. quently executed.

activists, and supporters to City Hall. Guard ceremony by the U.S. Marine Kneeling on the ground in the Earlier on Sunday, several dozen
The 2nd annual commemoration Corps and AGBU Pasadena scoutscity’s central Taksim Square, they Turkish intellectuals gathered outside

ceremony, held by the Pasadena Ar-followed by opening remarks by Ar- gijjently lit candles and held red carna-an Istanbul museum that served as a
menian Community Coalition, and co- tions to the accompaniment of Arme-

sponsored by the City of Pasadena, Continuedonpage4  nian melancholy music played through Continued on page 4




Turkey Condemns Obama’s Statement
on Armenian Genocide

ANKARA, WASHINGTON, DC
-- Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu condemned President
Obama’s statement marking 96th an-
niversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Davutoglu called the statement
one-sided adding he wished the U.S.
president shared Turks’ pain as well,
Hurriyet newspaper reports.

“However, we will remember our
losses during the World War I. A one-
sided statement is not sufficient from address to the Armenian people.
the viewpoint of understanding his- Tan responded Obama on Twit-
torical events,” he noted. ter, labeling U.S. President’s state-

He expressed hope that pain mentinaccurate, flawed and one-sided

would be shared in the future.
In his written address to the Ar-

political characterization of history.
“It is unacceptable for third par-

menian nation, U.S. President Barackties to pass judgment based on domes

Obama called killing of 1.5 million
Armenians “one of the worst atrocities
of the 20th century”.

Turkish Ambassador to Wash-
ington Namik Tan also criticized Presi-
dent Obama for his annual April 24

tic political considerations on history
of Turkish-Armenian relations. Such
unwarranted statements will only com-
plicate efforts to reach a just memory
on the Turkish-Armenian common his-
tory,” he tweeted.

Matthew Bryza Barred from Visiting
Destructed Armenian Cemetery In Djulfa

BAKU -- The Azer-[5 5
baijani authorities on Thurs
day refused to allow U.§
Ambassador Matthew Bryz
to visit ancient Armeniaf &=
cemetery near Djulfa ifi 7§¥
Azerbaijani controlled his :
toric Nakhichevan exclave, - §

had thousands of intricatefyi i TR
carved Armenian crogs= = :*\L
stones. Videos thatemergd—— > #4_
in late 2005 showed Azef-_ ¢
baijani troops attacking tHe - *
UNESCO-protected grave=<
stones. They elicited co T
demnation from the Eurd
pean Parliament and othe{ .~
bodies. - ,
A 2006 report by thg®™ %o
London-based by the Insfi: dflege.

tute for War and Peace - .
porting (IWPR) confirme A
that the cemetery has vq 0
ished. The IWPR said ifs
to see that the cemetery .
gone.

In a statement posted on its website,happens.”
the U.S. Embassy in Azerbaijan said “I have worked actively to pro-
Bryza tried to travel to Djulfa during a tect Armenian churches in Thilisi, as
two-day visit to Nakhichevan that ended well as Azerbaijani mosques in Shushi
on Thursday.

Armenian cemetery near Djulfa before destruction

Massis weekly

and Aghdam. Preservation of these
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Assemblyman Gatto, Maria Mehranian
Sworn-In to California’s Genocide
Memorial Commission

International Genocide Monument in

GLENDALE, CA — Assembly- A
man Mike Gatto (D-Los Angeles) and Sacramento’s Capitol Park.

Maria Mehranian were sworn-in by Gatto added, “I am proud to have
Superior Court Judge Zaven Sinanianmy friend Maria Mehranian as a col-
to California’s “International Genocide league on this commission. She has
Memorial Commission” on April 23 in distinguished herself through her work
front of over a thousand Armenian in the Community, and as a leader with
youth, activists, and community lead- the Armenia Fund. She currently serves
ers at the Unified Young Armenians on the Los Angeles Regional Water
candlelight vigil, in remembrance of Quality Control Board, appointed by

the 96th anniversary of the Armenianpast California Governor Arnold
Genocide. Schwarzenegger. In my discussions

In his speech, Gatto reiterated toWith Speaker Perez and others, Maria

the audience, his commitment to ad-quickly emerged as a most qualified
vancing the issues of concern to thecandidate for the position,” said As-
Armenian-American community in Semblyman Gatto.

Sacramento, drawing a large applause ‘I would like to congratulate As-
during his address. “Armenians are as€mbly Speaker John Perez, and
group of people who appreciate educa-Assemblymember Mike Gatto for their
tion, hard work, family and commu- Visionto create avehicle to fight Geno-
nity, the same principles that have madecides Internationally,” said Mehranian.
this country great. You have made “This commission will not only me-
many contributions to the United Statesmorialize the past, and set an accurate
and California, and | am proud to rep- historical record, but will be a platform
resent the largest Armenian-Americanto fight against human atrocities in the
constituency in the United States. Asfuture.”

long as | am your representative, | will Gatto is also the author of AB
continue to fight for you and your 173, which extends the ability for the

cause. | will be your Voice, and | will families of victims of the Armenian
be your fire in Sacramento,” said Gatto. Genocide to file claims on insurance
The commission will work to Policies held at that time. Gatto pre-
establish an accurate historical recordsented the bill during the Assembly
of atrocities like the Armenian Geno- Day of Commemoration of the Arme-
cide and Holocaust. It also has thehian Genocide. The bill passed the
authority to seek private funding for an Assembly on a resounding 61-0 vote.

“The ambassador’s request to cultural and religious monuments is of [#
visit Djulfa was denied,” the embassy immense human importance, which jus
said. “But authorities in Nakhchivan transcends all political, cultural and [&=
did discuss the Djulfa Khachkars in religious differences,” he added. o
detail with Ambassador Bryza and Bryza served as U.S. deputy as-| & .
pledged to work with him to facilitate sistant secretary of state from 2005-| H.;
avisitto the Djulfa cemeteryin coming 2009. His alleged failure to “meaning-
months.” fully respond” to the destruction of

“As | pledged to do in Washing- Djulfa’s cemetery was among the rea- -
ton before arriving as Ambassador, | sons two U.S. senators who blocked| = |
traveled to Nakhchivan to investigate the congressional endorsement of :
what happened in Julfa,” Bryza was Bryza's candidacy. They pressed Bryzaf® « =% = =
guoted as saying. “As | said at the timeon why he waited three months tol e
the cemetery destruction was reported,condemn the reported desecration. Final destruction of Djulfa Armenian Cemetery
the desecration of cultural sites — espe- Bryza told them inJuly that he
cially a cemetery —is a tragedy, which needed time to look into those reports. “l had happened, and as that informationhad happened, then, absolutely, | pub-
we deplore, regardless of where it asked our embassy to investigate whattame in and it became clear to me whaticly issued that condemnation,” he said.

-
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We Remember Professor Hovannisian Honored by

Following is the text of Keynote speech delivered by Joseph Kechichian UCLA Alumni Scholars Club

during Genocide Commemoration event held at the City of Pasadena Popular Armenian studies professor is chosen to deliver

‘My Last Lecture’

By Joseph Kechichian Verdun or Omaha Beach, Imjin River
or Khe San. Today, we remember 1.5By Wendy Soderburg '

Ladies and Gentlemen, million Armenians, though our thoughts
Thank you all for coming. While are also with the 600,000 of our fellow Richard Hovannisian, professor (g

it is customary for a speaker to wait citizens who perished during the US of Armenian and Near Eastern history,
until the end of his presentation to Civil War, the 420,000 who perished admitted that he was a bit dumbfounded
thank audience members, may | thankduring World War I, along with an when he first learned that he had bee
you upfront, and this for two reasons. estimated 60 million others who died chosen by the UCLA student body to [l
First, because you took the time onover the short span of four years. deliveratalk called “My Last Lecture.”
this Holy Day to participate in this Historians tell us that at least 150 “When the representative from
commemoration and, second but moremillion, perhaps over 160 million indi- the UCLA Alumni Scholars Club came
importantly, because you wished to viduals, were killed or died in conflicts in with a [selection] letter, | didn’t -1
affirm core beliefs in ethical principles. throughout the 20th century. Few areknow what she was talking about,” -
Like many Americans who happen to remembered but we here today have adHovannisian said with a laugh. “It took
be ethnic Armenians, | grew up with- special taught for each and everyonea moment for it to sink in, and my first
out a paternal grandmother, a soul whoof these largely nameless souls. Wereaction was, ‘I hope this is NOT my f&
was nevertheless almost always presentemember them because we must iflast lecture.” “
in our home. Our memories of her for no other reason than for our own Happily, the Armenian studies ProfessorRichard Hovannisian

were few and, of course, we could notsake so that our offspring may recip- scholar plans to continue lecturing to

pay our respects by gathering at herrocate. different audiences for years to come, ally quite meaningful for Hovannisian,
grave for there was not one. My father History teaches us that remem- even after he retires from UCLA this on the brink of retiring after 50 years
could not remember his own mother brances are difficult. Although some spring. But on April 18, Hovannisian Of teaching. A UCLA alumnus and
because she was taken from him whercountries acknowledged atrocities, will continue a UCLA tradition that holder of the Armenian Educational
he was barely a year old. All that we others are still struggling to come to began more than 55 years ago: He willFoundation Chair in Modern Armenian
had was a single photograph in thegrips with their ancestors’ deeds, answer the question, “What would History, Hovannisian is well-known
hands of a relative. All that we could which is at the heart of the current you tell your audience if you had but nationally and internationally as a pio-
remember were what surviving family political demands on the necessity toone lecture to give — your last lecture Neer of Armenian studies. Since join-

)
ak’

=

members could tell us. It was meagerrecognize the Armenian Genocide. on this earth?” ing the UCLA History Department fac-
fare and, as | am sure you could Germany admitted the Holocaust and “My Last Lecture” is unique in ultyin 1962, he has organized both the
imagine, unsatisfactory. we remember the silent apology of- that it is the only faculty award at undergraduate and graduate programs

Of course, my grandmother was fered on 7 December 1970 when formerUCLA determined by the studentbody. in Armenian history at UCLA and
one among a million and a half who Chancellor Willy Brandtkneeltin front It was inspired by a 1955 lecture seriesamassed one of the largest collections
were murdered in the Armenian Geno- of the monument to the Warsaw Ghettothat featured six notable campus fig- Of oral' histories .by survivors of the
cide, but she was also among theuprising of 1943. Kaing Guek Eav, the ures, including Philosophy Professor Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923.
hundreds of millions who were bru- commandant of a torture house serv-Abraham Kaplan, Chemistry Profes- Once Hovannisian understood the
tally killed throughout history. She ingwith the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia sor Kenneth Trueblood and renownedconcept behind "My Last Lecture,” he
was but a soul among many spirits between 1975 and 1979, apologized tomen’s head basketball Coach JohnSaid, “That made it a little easier to
who were deemed worthless as if mana court in 2009 for atrocities he had Wooden. Each lecturer expressed hisaccept, because the finality of a last
could dispose of an essence withoutcommitted. Even Russia recognizedown life philosophy through his inter- lecture is so difficult for me since |
suffering its consequences. This, toits responsibilities in the Katyn massa- ests, discipline and personal experi-love what | do. | love to teach. It's
my eternal astonishment, is the singlecres of 22,000 Polish officers carried ences. been my great passion and enjoyment
most important lesson leaders seldomout between April and May 1940. We, The lectures then went dormant for all these years. ... As a mgtter of
learn. of course, are waiting for the Turkish for many years until 2010, when it was fact, I have a number of them lined up

In the course of what passes for Willy Brandt who will free this and revived by the Alumni Scholars Club for the next year in various places
human civilization, strong men always future generations of law-abiding Turks (ASC) and the UCLA Alumni Associa- around the world!”

relied on their fists to impose order, from the yoke that remains a huge tion. The inaugural awardee was mo- ~ Thehistorian delightsin teaching
disregarding every concept of moral- burden for them. lecular biologist Asim Dasgupta (who both undergraduate and graduate
ity. Coercion and punishment entered Our duty, therefore, is to help willintroduce Hovannisian atthe April courses, including his popular classes

our lexicon as rulers, dictators, and those who cannot face history and thel8 lecture). Hovannisian became thein Armenian oral history in which stu-
governments accepted the inventionatrocities committed in their ances- second recipient of the award when hedents help him translate the interviews
of torture instruments that imposed tors’ names. While we should not ex- received more votes than any otherof the Armenian genocide survivors
unspeakable suffering. Often, the plain everything that has happened infaculty member on campus. Studentsfrom Armenian to English. He also
physical and/or mental abuses meanterms of mistakes or sins, the tor- submitted his name in response to anfeaches a course on the comparativ_e
that captives were held against theirmented must help those lacking theemail sent by the ASC in January, studyofgenomdg, undergraduate semi-
will, subjected to routine humiliation, courage to face responsibility. Yes, asking for nominations. nars on Caucasian and Near Eastern
persecution, beatings, severe injurieseach and every one of us has an obli- The title of the lecture series history, and survey c!asses on the
and, sometimes, death. Why was thisgation to remember and seek consola-sounds a bit ominous, but it's not People of Armenia. He is pleased that
culture tolerated and continues to be?tion. We should not simply applaud the meant to be, said organizer Shayethe majority of students.m his survey
Admittedly, the most logical even if strong as if it were a winner in a Blegen, vice presidentof ASC. She andclasses are not Armenian, but come
entirely gratuitous explanation is that conflict where there could be none. her committee were quite familiar with from many diverse backgrounds.
of law and order that, unconvincingly, Nor should we tolerate the victorious Randy Pausch, the Carnegie Mellon  His teaching philosophy, he ex-
habituated billions to accept mistreat- as long as he has the last word. For itprofessor whose book, “The Last Lec- plained, is twofold. “One is to be as
ment in the name of the greater good.behooves us to remember that such dure,” was published shortly before he objective ar_1d factual as possibl_e but, at
Human beings, we were always taught,victor, be it a person or a country, candied of pancreatic cancer in July 2008. the same time, not to be afraid to be
are unruly and need to be tamed. Thosdoose everything and drag us along into “But that is not necessarily the mission-oriented or something of an
who refuse to toe the preferred line an abyss. inspiration for ‘My Last Lecture,” « @advocate,” he Sal_d- “You know, thgt’s
may be considered breaching “social My hope is that we change our Blegen said. “Our goal is to revive a rather controv_er3|al. There was atm_1e
contracts” and, in bizarre twists, can outlook by changing our ethics. When UCLA tradition. Though we were when we believed that scholarship
be justifiably penalized. Our vocabu- President John F. Kennedy spoke todrawn to the idea of professors shar-ShOUWI simply state the fac_ts and not
laries adapted as man invented appromembers of the United Nations Gen- ing life lessons and experiences with makejudgments. But when. Itcomes to
priate words to justify actions: execu- eral Assembly in 1961, he declared their students outside the confines of@ COUrse like the comparative study of
tion, death penalty, and capital punish-that “Mankind must put an end to war, the classroom and imparting wisdom genocide, we have to make judgments.
ment. The listis long and largely inel- or war will put an end to mankind.” and knowledge that they had gainedWe have to want our students to feel
egant. This plea was repeated by Pope Pauthrough their intellectual pursuits, we the depth of the issue and want to
Though | never knew my pater- VI at the same forum in 1965 when the want to make it clear that the ‘My Last commit themselves to rectify wrongs.
nal grandmother, and the countlessRoman Catholic Pontiff stated: “No Lecture Award’ honors a professor “And so, on the one hand, to hold
souls who perished in man-made atroci-more war, never again war. Peace, itiswho students have found to be par-to @ high standard of scholarship and,
ties, | would like to believe that their peace that must guide the destinies oficularly inspiring, regardless of where at the same time, to not be affa}'fj of
lives were not in vain. | remember her people and of all mankind.” Needless he/she stands in the timeline of his/herémbracing ethicalissues,” he clarified.
as | remember our fellow citizens who career.”
fell at Wounded Knee or Gettysburg, Continued on page 4 The timing of the award is actu- Continued on page 4



4 Massis weekly APRIL 30, 2011

Book Signing and Discussion

. _ Statement by President Barack Obama
Raymond Kévorkian’s “The Armenian

Continued from page 1 of the Armenian people in the face of
Genocide, A Complete History” this tragic history serves as an inspira-
triumph over those who sought to tion for all those who seek a more
PASADENA, CA-- The Cultural - destroy them. The United States haspeaceful and just _world.
Committee of the AGBU Glendale/Pasa- Raymond Kevorkian deeply benefited from the significant Our hearts and prayers are with Arme-

[
dena Chapter to present a book signing THE AHMENIAN contributions to our nation by Arme- nians everywhere as we recall the
and discussion of Raymond nian Americans, many of whom are horrors of the Meds Yeghern, honor

Kévorkian's newest book, “The Ar- descended from the survivors of the the memories of those who suffered,
menian Genocide, A Complete His- Meds Yeghern. Americans of Arme- and pledge our friendship and deep

tory”. This event will take place at the nian descent have strengthened oufespect for the people of Armenia”.

AGBU Pasadena Center on May™0 A Complete Histary society and our communities with their April 23,2011
2011 at 7:30PM. rich culture and traditions. The spirit The White House
With this new release, the re-
nowned historian Raymond Kévorkian Turks Pay Tribute to Armenian Genocide Victims
provides an authoritative account of

the origins, events and consequence i i J Continued from page 1 The first such gatherings in April 2010
of the years 1915 and 1916. He consid . . drew a considerably smaller crowd
ers the role that the Armenian Geno-| . prison for the arrested Armenians. Thechallenging the official Turkish ver-
cide played in the construction of the participants were carrying pictures of sion of the 1915 events.
Turkish nation state and Turkish iden- Armenian intellectuals, arrested on April As the Taksim rally went ahead a
tity, as well as exploring the ideologies 24, 1915 and sentenced to death. Theysmaller group of Turkish nationalists
of power, rule and state violence. Cru- commemorated innocent victims and rallied at the other end of the square to
cially, he examines the consequences . threw carnations into the sea. condemn the remembrance ceremony
of the violence against the Armenians, ment of the Turkish state. This impor- The human rights defenders alsoand deny that the last Ottoman rulers
the implications of deportations and tant book will serve as an indispens-issued a statement, condemning thesought to wipe out the Armenian popu-
attempts to bring those who commit- able resource to historians of the pe-genocide against Armenians. “The thenlation of the crumbling empire. About
ted the atrocities to justice. riod, as well as those wishing to under- government put an end to the existencel5 provocateurs, including diplomats
“This is the most comprehen- stand the history of genocidal violence of Armenians in Anatolia. Armenians’ and retired General Edip Baser came up
sive book to date on the Armenian more generally. property and money was confiscated,”to the crowd and started shouting that
Genocide of 1915. In this detailed Raymond Kevorkian is a histo- they said in a statement. “Turks did not commit a genocide.”
account, Raymond Kevorkian de- rianwhoteaches atthe Institut Francais It was the second public com- Riot police were deployed be-
scribes the process which drove 1.5de Geopolitique, University of Paris- memoration of the genocide anniver- tween the two crowds to prevent pos-
million Armenians in the Ottoman VIlI-Saint-Denis. He isthe Director of sary ever held in Turkey’s largest city. sible clashes between them.
Empire to their deaths”, states the AGBU Nubarian Library, and the au-

French}daily_ newspaper Le Monde. thor of numerous works on the history Pasadena Community Commemorates
Kévorkian offers a detailed and of modern and contemporary Armenia
meticulous record, providing an au- and Armenians. He has also authoredcontinued from page 1 Center. He currently serves as an
thoritative analysis of the events andthe two-volume publication, “The Ar- Adjunct Professor of U.S. — Middle
their impact upon the Armenian com- menian General Benevolent Union — menian Council of America Board East Relations at Pepperdine Univer-
munity itself, as well as the develop- One Hundred Years of History”. Member, Mr. Yeghia Mazmanian, who Sity.
also served as the Master of Ceremo-  “Holding governments account-
We Remember nies for the event. able for their actions and renewing our
“We cannot allow and will not trustsinthem are the only mechanisms
Continued from page 3 seech the Lord to grant us, survi- allow the memories of our martyrs to to avoid future atrocities,” said

vors and their offspring, the pa- fade for such petty and insignificant Kechichian.  “We who live in true

to say that few listened though a bettertience to endure unspeakable pain,gains. In the words of Abraham Lin- democracies carry the added burden
call to eradicate wars may be to eradi-the ability to forgive gullible foes, coln, ‘The world will little note, nor of living up to higher standards, be-
cate our “fake feelings, to hold on to the foresight to comprehend their long remember what we say here, butcause much more is always asked,
our principles and never let go, no shameful actions, and the courageit can never forget what they did,” from those who have more.”
matter the circumstances.” Upon thoseto never forget our ancestors. Onsaid Mazmanian. Mr. Khatchik Chahinian, Chair-
principles we shall judge this or that this commemoration day, we ask Among the elected officials man of the Pasadena Armenian Com-
leader, and hold this or that governorthose who wish to remember with present were Senator Carol Liu (D- munity Coalition expressed the Arme-
responsible, which would be an obli- Us not to forsake sacrifices made toGlendale), Assemblyman Anthony nian-American community’s desire to
gation to ourselves. preserve our liberties. Let us re- Portantino (D-Pasadena), Assembly-commemorate the upcoming 100th

Holding governments account- member that the millions who were man Mike Gatto (D-Los Angeles), Pasa- anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
able for their actions and renewing our murdered for their beliefs and prin- dena Mayor Bill Bogaar, Sierra Madre atthe Rose Bowl, given the deep rooted
trusts in them are the only mechanismsciples did not die in vain in the Mayor Joe Mosca, representativesties of thousands of Pasadena Arme-
to avoid future atrocities. We who live Armenian Genocide as in so many from the offices of U.S. Senator Bar- hians who are descendants of Geno-
in true democracies carry the addedother atrocities throughout time. baraBoxer, Congressman Adam Schiffcide survivors.
burden of living up to higher stan- Millions perished because they (D-Pasadena), andLosAngelesCounty  The Hokehankist was eloquently
dards, because much more is alwayglared to voice opposition to abu- Supervisor Michael Antonovich. conducted by Father Sarkis Bedoyan
asked, from those who have more.sive systems that denied them free- The keynote address was deliv- of the St. Gregory Armenian Church
We remember, therefore, and honordom and liberty. Their spirits are ered by Mr. Joseph Kechichian, former and the musical performances were
those who pray with us for the souls of alive in us today because, simply Senior Researcher at the RAND Cor- performed by Ms. Salpi Keleshian and
the departed, those whose lives werestated, their deaths ensured our ownporation and the Armenian ResearchMr. Ara Sahagian.
snuffed out mercilessly, and we be- liberties.

Professor Hovannisian Honored Al‘lll@lli@lllllfo i net

Continued frompage 3 munity and diaspora,” she said. “I feel

lucky to have been able to take two

One of the many students who classes with him before his decision to
voted for Hovannisian was Editt Nikoyan, retire this year. Since he will no longer
a second-year neuroscience major whde teaching, this will truly be a ‘last
took two of his courses and helped thelecture’ and will very meaningfully put

professor translate his oral histories. a close to a half-century of teaching .Ru& «blmup ﬂl“l,bq. t;f()’['}[l CO

“Professor Hovannisian is a very students at UCLA.
beloved professor, not only at UCLA “I'm looking forward to what he
but amongst the entire Armenian com- has to say.” ulil:ﬁ I-Ill]lull]ll h]lhlanhulﬁ
dunip 10:00-hg 12:30
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