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Major Vahe Avetian Laid to Rest Amid Continuing
Protest Against Oligarchs
Ruben Hayrapetian Quits Parliament Over

the Deadly Violence

YEREVAN -- Bowing to mount- how.”
ing pressure from opposition politi- “Now many are blaming me, even
cians, civic activists and media, Rubenfor things that have nothing to do with

EU President Herman Van Rompuy Calls on
Armenia to continue Strengthening
Democratic Institutions

YEREVAN -- The Armenian gov-
ernment is “on the right track” in
carrying out democratic reforms and
can therefore count on greater finan-
cial assistance from the European
Union, EU President Herman Van
Rompuy said during an official visit to
Yerevan on Wednesday.

Speaking after talks with Presiden
President Serzh Sarkisian, Van Rompuy
reaffirmed the EU’s largely positive
assessment of Armenia’s recent par-
liamentary elections but said a presi-
dential ballot due next February should
be even more democratic.

“l encourage Armenia to con-
tinue on this path towards strengthen-ever, as identified in the Final Report
ing its democratic institutions, to pro- by the OSCE/ODIHR Election Obser-
mote transparency, to root out corrup-vation Mission, some issues remain to
tion and to respect human rights andbe addressed. We trust that this will be
the rule of law, including the right to done before the upcoming presidential
free speech and press,” he told a jointelections.”
news conference with Sarkisian. “You “On this basis, | am pleased to
are, President Sarkisian, on the rightsay that the [EU’s executive] Euro-

EL

Hayrapetian, an influential business- me and are fabricated. They probablytrack, even if there is still a lot of work pean Commission will now be in a

man close to the government steppedhave the right to do that. But my main
down as member of Armenia’s parlia- accuser is myself,” he said.
ment late on Tuesday in connection “I should have prevented that
with deadly violence at a Yerevan res- tragedy but failed to do that. Such an
taurant owned by him.
In a written statement, in a place connected with myself and
Hayrapetian said he feels “moral” re- my family. | can't forgive myself and
sponsibility for the death of Vahe don’t know how | should ask for
Avetian, a military doctor who was forgiveness.”
attacked at the restaurant in still un- “I hope that | will one day man-
clear circumstances. age toreceive forgiveness from Vahe’s
“I would give everything to be family. In any case, | will do every-
there on that ill-fated night to hold thing for that,” added the controversial
back the fists raised against the youngtycoon heading the Armenian Football
men and stop that tragedy, which took Federation.
away a life, ruined families and made The statement came shortly after
children orphans,” he said. “I would Hayrapetian reportedly metwith Presi-

give everything to roll that back. But I dent Serzh Sarkisian atthe presidentialt

can’'t. Vahe is not alive anymore. | palace in Yerevan. There was no im-
must live with that and look his family

members in the eyes. | don't know Continued on page 4

Dink Murder Convict: Our Next Target Was

Novelist Orhan Pamuk

ISTANBUL -- Yasin Hayal, one
of the main instigators of the murder
of Turkish-Armenian journalist Hrant
Dink, said the masterminds behind the
murder were planning to kill Nobel
prize-winning novelist Orhan Pamuk
after Dink, Today’s Zaman reports.

Dink was shot dead outside the
offices of the Agos newspaper in
Istanbul in January 2007. Police ar-
rested the gunman, Oglin Samast, an
his associate, Hayal.

When he was detained and takensubsequently released, told him: “Hrant

ahead.” position to start preparations of a do-

“The European Union welcomes nor conference with Armenia and in-
the efforts which the Armenian au- ternational financial institutions,” added
thorities made to deliver more com- the head of the EU’s top decision-

incident should not have been possiblepetitive and transparent parliamentary making body, the European Council.

elections [on May 6,]” he said. “This

was an important step forward. How- Continued onpage 4

Administration Complies with Berman Request
Not to Sell Military Equipment to Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S.
Rep. Howard Berman (D-CA), the top
Democrat on the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, welcomed the De-
partment of State’s decision denying
he sale of military equipment to
Azerbaijan.

On May 29, Berman wrote Sec-
retary of State Clinton requesting that
military equipment not be sold to
Azerbaijan.

“This decision by Secretary
Clinton is in the best interests of the
Armenian people and for peace in the
region,” said Berman (D-CA) upon
receiving the modified formal notifica-
tion late on June 27th that the sale
removes Azerbaijan from the list of lier this month, Berman said: “I am
countries that would be eligible to pur- deeply disturbed by press reports about
chase this equipment. a brazen, unwarranted cross-border

The Department of State had pro- attack by Azerbaijan that resulted in
posed adding Azerbaijan to the autho-the tragic deaths of three Armenian
rized sales territory for military equip- soldiers and the wounding of five oth-
ment that would be used in helicopter- ers. This outrageous action underscores
borne border surveillance and “police- the critical importance of preventing
type” activities. Berman expressed histhe recently proposed sale of U.S. mili-

to courtin 2007, Hayal had threatened,Dink and Orhan Pamuk are dangerousconcern that such equipment could betary equipment to the Government of

“Orhan Pamuk should be careful.”  to this nation. They should be killed.
Hayal elaborated on these state-But Dink has priority.”
ments five years later from his prison In January, Samast was sen-

cellin Tekirdag. He said Erhan Tuncel, tenced to 22 years, 10 months in prison

who worked as an informant for the while Hayal was given life imprison-
Trabzon Police Department and was

arrested after the murder of Dink but Continued onpage 4

used to facilitate identification of Ar- Azerbaijan —a sale | recently requested

menians and Armenian forces for at- Secretary Clinton to halt. Aside from

tack. the possible military application of this
Shortly after Rep. Berman sent that equipment against Armenia, such a sale

letter, Azeri forces attacked and killed would send entirely the wrong message

Armenian soldiers along that border.  to Azerbaijan, particularly in light of this
Upon learning of the attack ear- horrifying incident.”
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US Ambassador: Armenia-Turkey Protocols Edward Nalbandian: Conflict Settlement
Must Be Ratified Without Preconditions Impossible Without Karabakh's Involvement
YEREVAN.- U.S. Ambassador YEREVAN -- The settlement of ryaruup

to Armenia John Heffern met on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is out jgs
Wednesday with a group of Armenian - of the question unless the country is
Journahsts' answe“ng ques“ons on InVO|VedInthecurl’entpeaceta|ks,FM T ¥l P8 L j"lj'l.':'lll'll..':
wide range of issues, including the Edward Nalbandian told the il T A

Karabakh peace process, Armenia-Tur Armenpress News Agency in an inter-

key relations and those referring to the VIEW.

parliamentary elections. Commenting on the outcomes of
Ambassador Heffern stated that his meeting with President Bako

the United States continues to support Sahakian in Stepanakert earlier today,

the efforts towards the implementa- Armenia’s top diplomat said that they pation.”
tion of the Turkish-Armenian normal- had discussed the Minsk Group-medi- Nalbandian further referred to

ization protocols and urges Turkish ated negotiation process. President Serzh Sarkisian’s statement
authorities to ratify and implement these Noting that the co-chairs perma- at the 2011 Kazan summit, when the
documents without preconditions. nently hold consultations with the Armenian leader said that the Basic

“We are not giving up on the country’s leadership, Nalbandian said: Principles cannot be considered coor-
protocols, we are still pushing very scored access to media and among theThe mediators are visiting the region dinated unless there is an approval by
hard at every level to get the protocolsshortcomings - widespread vote-buy- in about ten days and they will be in Nagorno-Karabakh.

ratified and implemented. It is impor- ing, misuse of administrative resources, Stepanakert with that purpose. | would “And once the Basic Principles
tant that neither government has with- and favoritism to the government par- like to emphasize once again that noare agreed upon, the elaboration of a
drawn the protocols from the parlia- ties in the public sector. settlement of the conflict is possible peace agreementisimpossible without
ments. The protocols in both Ankara “| was excited to see a spirited Without Nagorno-Karabakh’s partici- Karabakh,” Nalbandian added.
and Yerevan remain before the parlia-debate in the parliament, the opposi- - - -
ments,” Heffern said responding to ation parties have taken their seats and Syrlan Armenians Struggllng
question from ArmeniaNow. there was a strong questioning on .

“Our message to the Turkish lead- government’s program in the parlia- to Reach Armenia
ers has been to ratify and implementment. It is a good thing, open debate  yEREVAN -- Ethnic Armenians  People in Syria don't know what will

the protocols as they were signed with-and open competition is good for yeen o flee escalating violence in Syriahappen next,” Melkonian told RFE/
out any preconditions. It is our pri- Armenia’s democracy. As to the next paye imited options of taking refuge in RL's Armenian service. “We came
mary goals in terms of Arm-Turkish elections, we are pushing for contin- Aymenia as all the tickets for a single from Aleppo by bus, it took us 36
reconciliation and we will push it on ued reforms by the authorities.” flight service currently existing be- hoursto make the journey. We couldn't
highest levels,” he said. Speaking about the Karabakh yyeen the two countries have beenafford to buy air tickets... We just
“We are pursuing reconciliation settlement, Heffern regretted the re-pqqed until September. Some of themwanted to get to a safe place so that our
on three levels: first and foremost the cent deadly border incidents and re-paye had to take a risky journey by kids could live in a secure environ-

protocols, get them ratified and imple- minded about the latest statement of the, ;5 crossing three borders beforement. We also wanted them to come to
mented without precondition, the sec- leaders of the three OSCE Minsk Groupgaching a safer country. their homeland and grow up here.”
ond - promoting and pushing Ankara on co-chair countries, including the United Svetlana Hovannisian, who man- Melkonian said their friends and
meaningful economic measures,” States, made from the G-20 summit in 5465 the Yerevan office of Syrian Air- relatives in Aleppo, with whom they
Heffern said, brining an example of re- Los Cabos, Mexico, last week. lines carrying out Aleppo-Yerevan remain in touch, continue to live in “a
opening of Gyumri-Kars car railroad “What they said was to reiterate fights, said a rise in passenger traffic very dangerous situation” amid daily
which will also help eastern Turkey and that there is only peaceful solution; s not ynusual for summer months. sounds of gunfire and explosions and
the Armenian and Turkish companies’ there can be no military solution to the «Njoy the number of passengers hasnews of people being kidnapped and
negotiations on completion of fiber optic Karabakh conflict. They called against 454 increased in connection with the held to ransom. She said some of them
cable from Turkey to Armenia. violence,” he said adding that the samegyents in Syria. Many ethnic Arme- too want to come to Armenia but are
“The third level is people-to- callswere voiced by Secretary of Statepians are coming from there to Arme- afraid to travel there by bus while

people exchanges. We have done it inHillary Clinton during her recent visit pja » she told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser- affordable air flights are no longer
all sectors: parliamentarians, journal- to Armenia in June. vice (Azatutyun.am). available.

ists, students and, businessmen. It is ~ “The three co-chairs in the negotia- Armenia’s national air carrier, “Those who have money can

important to break the mistrust be- tions are promoting military confidence- armayia, stopped flying to Aleppo at afford to go abroad, but those who
tween the two countries and two building measures, specifically, the with- {he end of March, citing the escalating don’t have to stay there. Our journey

peoples and to build a climate and drawal of snipers from the line of contact iy ation in conflict-torn Syria. It has was a safe one. We managed to es-
atmosphere which will make recon- and the borders, establishment of mechagecided to resume the service on Julycape,” explained the 38-year-old

ciliation possible.” nism to investigate any incidents. We g following a reported personal re- woman.

Commenting on the U.S. attitude wish to push for confidence-building qest from Catholicos Garegin 11, the When Melkonian and her family

towards the May 6 parliamentary elec- measures and we are hopeful that if theyya 54 of the Armenian Apostolic came to Armenia they were first pro-
tions, Heffern said they tried to assessare approved it will decrease the violencecprch. vided with temporary housing with the

the elections as objective as possiblealong the line of contact and on the The Armavia spokeswoman, help of the Red Cross. They then
Among the positive points he under- border,” Heffern said. Nana Avetisova, explained that the moved to a hostel located in a north-
) R L. company also took into account nu- eastern Yerevan suburb where they
Armenia Resumes Peacekeeping Mission merous requests from members ofcurrently reside.

. Syria’s 80,000-strong Armenian com- Lifein Armeniais clearly hard for
in Kosovo munity. the family. Melkonian’s 41-year-old

A 35-member subdivision of Ar- mass disorders, accompany escorts. Meanwhile, ethnic Armenians husband is a professional jeweler but
menian peacekeepers will depart for Armenia is participating in from Syria have tried to find other he is now getting retrained to be able to
Kosovo on July 6, according to the Kosovo mission since 2004. The Ar- Ways of returning to their ancestral find ajobin Yerevan. In the meantime,
press release of Armenian Defensemenian subdivision, though, was with- homeland. Anairline manager said manyMelkonian said, the family has to live
Ministry. drawn from Kosovo in February 2012 Of them cannot afford the more expen-off money borrowed from relatives

The Armenian peacekeepers aredue to reduction of forces participat- Sive flights to Armenia via third coun- and friends and rely on humanitarian
to be deployed at US Bondsteel military ing in Kosovo peacekeeping mission. {ries, while traveling by land is seen as aid from charities.
camp near the Urosevac town and A memorandum of mutual un- Potentially dangerous. “We have lots of needs —we need
implement peacekeeping mission for derstanding has been signed with the  Ani Melkonian and her husband food, money, furniture for this place...
six months. American side on resuming Armenian Mikael Garabed took that risk when It is good that we are all in our home-

TheArmenian peeekeeperswillpa- peacekeeping mission in Multinational they left Aleppo for Yerevan by bus a land. If we have proper conditions... it

trol, ensure security of check-points, handleBattle Group East. few months ago. The couple and theiris a good city, a beautiful city. If we
three children --the 13-year-old Levon, can earn a living, it'll be alright,” said

11-year-old Alice and 18-month-old AniMelkonian.

. Gevorg -- crossed two borders, with While itis still unclear what steps
maSSISpOStCOm Turkey and Georgia, before arriving the Armenian government is taking to
safely in Armenia. help many Syrian-Armenians caught

“The war in Syria intensified, in the conflict, a senior government
religious problems emerged. Everyoneofficial assured RFE/RL that “all op-
there started fearing for their lives. tions are being considered.”

daily news updates
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Musa Dagh General Theme of First International Conference on Genocide Studies

in the Czech Republic
“Mountains of Moses: Revolt, justintellectually but also practically, in international community had condemned
Resistance and Rescuing of the Victimg i i i i e defeating genocidal tendencies beforeSpain after the war. The myth that Franco
of Mass Extermination in the 2@en- 2 A they are hatched and actualized.” helped the Jews during the Holocaust is
tury” was the theme of theInterna- Mountains of Moses Prof. Shemmassian likewise made sustained in Spain until today.

tional Conference on Genocide Studies
inthe Czech Republic, heldin the capital
of Prague from June 18-20, 2012. The
theme drew inspiration from the Musa
Dagh resistance to the Armenian Geno-
cide in 1915, a saga that was immortal-
ized by Franz Werfel in the novdihe
Forty Days of Musa Dagh

a PowerPoint presentation of vintage Arelated subject was examined by
photos from his extensive private collec- Prof. Paul A. Levine, namely, “Raoul
tion depicting the rescue scenes by thewallenberg’s Rescue Activities in
French Navy, the Port Said refugee Budapest: Myth, or History?” He clari-
camp, the Red Cross flag that saved thdied the fascinating but often troubling
Musa Daghians, and the inauguration inrelationship between myth and history, a
1932 of a memorial monument at distinction that is of particular impor-
Damlajik on Musa Dagh dedicated to the tance for the field of Holocaust/Geno-

The conference was organized by heroic feat as well as a fenced graveyarctide studies.
the Archaeology of Evil Research Centre for the 18 fighters who had lost their The afternoon session began with
(AERC) as part of the NINE GATES lives during the 1915 battles. A ques-two documentaries: “Revolt in the
Festival that annually promotes Jewish tion-and-answer session followed. Sobibor Camp” and the “Living Dead.”
culture in the Czech Republic and else- : Tatevik Lazaryan of “Azatutyun” Last but not least, Dr. Igor Bartosik, a
where in Europe. This year's festival, (Liberty) radio in Armenia and historian-researcher at the Museum
including the conference, enjoyed the HakobAsatryan of Orer magazine then Auschwitz Birkenau, Poland, delved into
patronage of the President of the Czect interviewed Prof. Shemmassian sepa-the “Underground Activity and Revolt of

Parliament, the Prime Minister, a num- Centre, Uppsala University, Sweden. rately on a broad range of Armenian Prisoners from the Sonderkommando
ber of ministries, and the embassies ofTitled “Genocide Studies Today: An issues including, but not limited to, the KL Auschwitz” in a comparative ap-
China, Spain, and Sweden. Overviewand Analysis,” the lecture briefly controversial Protocols signed betweenproach, all along showing hitherto un-

The mission of the AERC is “to explored “the ‘histories’ of the two fields Armenia and Turkey and planned activi- known documents and pictures. The
reflect causality and motives of histori- [of Holocaust and Genocide], their con- ties pertaining to the 10@nniversary of conference ended with concluding dis-
cal genocides and mass violence on thdlicts and areas of growing comity, and the Genocide worldwide. Prof. cussions and remarks by the organizers
basis of comparative interdisciplinary what the future might hold for these two Shemmassian similarly granted an inter-and participants.

research, to gather specific primary anddynamic and multi-disciplinary scholarly view toReflex a respected weekly maga- It is significant to note that, after

secondary data on genocides and masfields, both of which have high and still zine published in Prague with wide circu- the conclusion of the conference, the
murders during the world history, and growing social relevance.” lation (60,000 printed copies and a total Turkish Embassy in Prague contacted
explore new ways of dissemination of Next, in order to provide the audi- readership of 270,000 as of January 2010and had a meeting with two of the main

research results. Long-term objectiveence—consisting mainly of professors, according to Wikipedia). The interview organizers of the conference to express
of the Centre is to introduce and estab-university students, diplomats, and otheris scheduled to appear in mid-July, 2012.its dissatisfaction regarding the inclu-
lish the Genocide Studies discipline in interested persons—with a general back- The “Nanjing Massacre” video pre- sion of Musa Dagh, i.e., the Armenian
the Czech Republic.” ground about the Armenian extermina- sentation constituted an introduction to Genocide, in the program. It was a
The objectives of the conference tion and dispossession, Andrew the Chinese component of the confer-“controversial historical event,”the Turk-
were: to introduce the scope and methodSoldberg’s hour-long documentary, titted ence. Zhang Boxing and Li Jiangyong ish officials contended, and therefore
of Genocide Studies in the Czech Repub“The Armenian Genocide” (2006), was from the Nanjing Massacre Museum in other scholars should also have been
lic; to analyze historical events of revolt, shown on a large screen. China subsequently lectured on theinvited to tell the “other side” of the
resistance and rescue of the victims of After the screening, Dr. Vahram “Nanjing Safety Zone: The Rescue of story. In their response, the conference
mass extermination/genocides in thé 20 Shemmassian, Associate Professor ancitizens during the Massacre in Nanjing.” organizers cited the recognition of the
century withinthe relevant historical con- Director of the Armenian Studies Pro- They analyzed the establishment, roleArmenian Genocide as a historical fact by
text; to compare selected historical eventsgram at California State University, and significance of that zone in the the International Association of Genocide
on the basis of common aspects. Northridge, and foremost scholar on context of the Sino-Japanese War in theScholars and President Barak Obama’s
The opening ceremony took place Musa Dagh, took the podium to discuss1930s. The day ended with Charlie annual statements about the great calam-
on June 18 at the Viola Theater. Paveland analyze “The Musa Dagh (Mountain Chaplin’s 1940 movie, titled “The Great ity. They similarly stated that the purpose
Zuna, a well-known Czech TV person- of Moses) Resistance to the ArmenianDictator.” of the conference was not to present
ality, introduced the conference partici- Genocide.” Based on Ottoman, Ger- On June 20, Alejandro Baer, from different views on proven genocides such
pants and invited Tigran S. Seiranian,man, French, British, American, and the Institute of Sociology, Ludwig asthatofthe Armenians. Atthe end ofthe
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-Armenian archives, his paper coveredMaximillians-Universitat, Munich, Ger- encounter the two organizers were pro-
tentiary of the Republic of Armenia to the following issues: causes of the many, talked about “The Rescue of vided with books about the “Turkish
the Czech Republic, to deliver the inau- Genocide; pockets of resistance; intro-Jews by Spanish Diplomats during theview,” as well as invited to Istanbul to
gural address. In his statement, theduction to Musa Dagh society; condi- Holocaust: Facts, Myths and Memory study the Turkish archives.
Ambassador made reference to Werfeltions on the eve of the deportation order;Politics.” He explained that the close ties “Mountains of Moses” was a seri-
as a native son of Prague, informing theexistential dilemmas and hard choices;that Spain maintained with Germany ous and successful event, one that added
audience thaton April 24 of eachyearthethe resistance machine consisting ofthroughout World War Il enabled some to the growing number of international
Armenian community in Prague places two components, one civil and one mili- diplomats to grant protection to the vic- conferences on the subject of genocide.
wreaths at the houses where the authotary; the major battles; rescue operationstims. This fact was later used as anThe organizers plan to publish the pro-
was born and had lived. Mr. Seiranian by the French'$Mediterranean Squad- argument by the Franco governmentto tryceedings and to hold similar symposia
also indicated that the Turkish Govern-ron; relocation of survivors to a camp to escape from the isolation to which the annually, with different themes.
ment continues to deny the Armeniannear Port Said, Egypt; echoes of the
Genocide, thereby continuing the pro- episode inthe contemporary international TT T T
cess of genocide. Arepresentative grouppress; and the impact of Werfel's novel l )( )\,\ N ] _f( },.\ l ) N ( )\\
of Armenians including the Very Rever- on Armenians and Jews especially.
end Barsegh Pilavjyan, spiritual head of Dr. Shemmassian concluded his
the Armenians in the Czech Republic, lecture as follows: “The Musa Dagh
Slovakia, and Hungary, Hakob Asatryan, struggle continues after 97 years. Itis a
chief editor of the locaDrer (Days) fight against the denial of the Armenian
Armenian periodical, artists, and profes- Genocide, because denial is the last ac
sionals were also present. of any genocide. This struggle belongs
The Ambassador’'s speech wasto all of us, not just the Armenians
followed by an impressive thematic per- people. If the slogan ‘Never Again’
formance of Czech poet Pavel Zajchek’sshould mean anything, we must unite to
new poetry, titled “Lives? Or Vicious preventcriminal minds from being born.
Circles?” with the accompaniment of No economic, political or strategic con-
the underground DG 307 band. Thesiderations should take precedence ove J'f.JlSSJ‘HP{ﬁT
evening concluded with a reception.  the recognition and prevention of geno- i
On the following day, June 19, the cides. Realpolitik cannot be more im-
conference began at the Protestant Theoportant than humanity itself; a line must
logical Faculty of Charles University be drawn to preserve civilization. It is
with a keynote lecture by Dr. Paul A. my ardent wish and hope that interna-
Levine, Associate Professor and Docenttional conferences such as this will bring
of Holocaust History atthe Hugo Valentin us closer to forming a united front, not

Available on the
D App Store




4 Massis weekly JULY 7, 2012

Marriott Assumes Management of EU President Herman Van Rompuy
Adigaz Hotel in Tsakhkadzor Continued from page 1 “Armenia’s commitment to re-

Marriott Company, the only internationally managed hotel brand in Armenia, o ' forms based on the core values of the
is expanding its presence in the country by taking the management of the Adigaz Sarkisian, for his part, declared European Union, and geared at ap-
rest house in Tsakhkadzor, that his government’s and the EU’s proximating to the standards and norms

The complex previously owned by ArmRosGazprom will be calle@valuations of the Armenian parlia- of the EU is very welcome. This is
Tsaghkadzor Marriott Hotel and after renovation will be included in the internBlentary elections are identical. “Those clearly a strategic choice made by
tional Marriott hotel chain. were the best elections in the history of Armenia,” the Belgian politician told a

“Together with our partners from ArmRosGazprom we want to creaf€Wly independent Armenia, but a lot conference of local non-governmental
opportunities for career development, as well as conditions for the recreatior$él needs to be done for a further organizations later in the day.

our guests,” said Tuomas Laakso, Director International Hotel DevelopmeifiProvementof the electoral process,” Armenianoppositionand civic groups
Marriott International Inc. he said. “l reaffirmed our readiness to regularly question the Sarkisian
make fresh progress in the organiza-administration’s stated commitmenttothose
Armenian Community in Strasbourg tion and conduct of the 2013 presiden-norms. Unlike the EU, they have de-
tial elections.” nounced the May elections as fraudulent.
STRASBOURG -- Over 8,000 Armenians live in Strasbourg and Alsace A spokesman for EU Enlarge- Van Rompuy repeatedly stressed
region in France, who has mainly migrated at early 1990s. They are maifilgnt Commissioner Stefan Fuele toldin Yerevan the importance of a peace-
employed in construction and trade. RFE/RL last week that the freedom ful solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh
The priest Ter Vache Hayrapetian was appointed as a spiritual leader of il fairness of the 2013 vote, in which conflict for Armenia’s European inte-
Armenians and founded the Armenian Church of Strasbourg in 2010. Sarkisian will be seeking a second gration.“The European Union will con-
The first holy liturgy was served on January 6, 2010, celebrating the Birfg@rm in office, is essential for the tinue to insist that Armenia and
of Jesus. Since then, the day has become a Day of the church foundation, wiéing of the donor conference. Azerbaijan step up their efforts toreach
the All-Armenian Catholicos Karekin Il sent his blessings. A cultural center and ~ Van Rompuy announced that the agreement,” he said in an address to
a Sunday school function next to the church as well since this year. EU will provide Yerevan this year with the Armenian parliament.
To note, the priest serves liturgies in other regions, including Nantes ake million euros ($19 million) in addi- In that context, the EU president
Metz as well. tional assistance within the framework expressed “great concern” at recent
of its Eastern Partnership program. truce violations in the conflict zone.
Major Vahe Avetian Laid to Rest The program offers Armenia and “The European Union calls on both

five other former Soviet republics the sides strictly to respect the ceasefire
prospect of closer partnership with and exercise restraint, on the ground
the 27-nation bloc in return for sweep- and in public statements, in order to
ing political and economic reforms. prevent a further escalation of the
Each of them is eligible for an “asso- situation,” he said.
ciation agreement” with the EU. Van Rompuy also called for an
Van Rompuy praised “good unconditional normalization of Turk-
progress” in the EU’s ongoing associa- ish-Armenian relations advocated by
tion talks with Armenia both at the news Armenia. “The European Union will
‘ 4‘ conference and in other public state-continue to encourage both sides to
demned media reports and commen L ments made in Yerevan. He noted theremain committed to the process of
tary blaming him for the violence. He recent launch of formal Armenia-EU normalization of bilateral relations,
also pledged to “do everything” to help I talks on free trade and visa facilitation, without preconditions from any side,”
law-enforcement authorities identify Major Vahe Avetian on Monday amid key elements of the association accord he told the National Assembly.

and punish the culprits. continuing public outrage against a
Six men, most of them the government-connected businessman Oul’ NeXt Tal‘get WaS NOVCIISt Ol‘han Pamuk

restaurant’s security guards, wereywno employed the men accused of
subsequently arrested and charged Witkbeating him to death at a Yerevan Continued from page 1 due to youth and ignorance. If | hap-
assaulting the medics. The main sus-gstaurant last month. pen to get out of this place one day, |
pect in the case reportedly worked as The crowd comprising Armenia’s ment for inciting Samast_ to murder. will visit him [Pamuk] and kiss his
one of Hayrapetian’s bodyguards. top army general, opposition politi- Tunpel vyas found not guilty of mur- hand [a show of respect in Turkish
Hayrapetian came under renewedsjans and civic activists silently walked dering Dink. culture] and apologize to him. | am
fire after Avetian died of severe heads pehind Vahe Avetian’s body as it was Hayal said he made the threaten-really regretful,” he said.
wounds last Friday. He has been thecrried in an open coffin through a ing statement against Pamuk due to Pamuk drew the ire of Turkish
main target of virtually daily demonstra- yerevan neighborhood where he lived Tuncel's remarks. nationalist circles when he said during an
tions held in Yerevan, including outside \ith his family. The procession was _ Hayal said theyshelvgd their plans interview with Swiss newspaper Tages
the presidential office, since then. led by a military brass band and sol- to kill Pamuk when the Dink murder Anzeigerin 2005 that“30,000 Kurds and
The protesters, who are also ac-jjers holding four wreathes. A letter caused an outrage in the country anda million Armenians were killed” in Tur-
tively using online social networks, from the 35-year-old’s first name international community. key. Turkey denies that Armenians were
say that Hayrapetian is responsible forgmplazoned on each of them. He also said he regrets having systematically killed between 1915 and
the incident because he had instilled a Prominent political and public fig- ma.de those 'statements about Ramuk1923, saying both sides suffered losses
sense of impunity in burly men work- ures attending the funeral reaffirmed theirWh'Ch he said were a result of igno- ininternecine fighting during the breakup
ing for him. They have said he must strong condemnation of the June 17 beatf@nce. “They [those remarks] were of the Ottoman Empire.
therefore resign as both parliamentijng of Avetian and two other military
deputy and chairman of the Armenian goctors at the Harsnakar restaurant. ~ “ am Vahe Avetian!” “As a socially responsible com-
Football Federation. Colonel-General Yuri In a related development, one of pany, we have decided to temporarily
Also calling for Hayrapetian'sexit khachaturov, chief of the Armenian the on-line travel agencies in Armenia, suspend Harsnakar's listing from
from the National Assembly on Tues- army's General Staff, issued a stark Georgia and Nagorno-Karabakh, ginosi.com until aninvestigation clari-
day was the Armenian Association of \yaring to Hayrapetian and other “oli- ginosi.com joined the protest, too, tem- fies as to what exactly has transpired
Political Science. The organization is garchs” that have long been linked porarily taking out from its website the at the Harsnakar Restaurant on the
headed by Hayk Kotanjian, a retired \yith violent conduct. “I want to warn information on Harsnakar Restaurantevening of June 17th which led to the
army general who runs a think-tank gyeryone not to touch the army,” in Yerevan as well as in Harsnakar death of Vahe Avetian,” ginosi.com
linked to Armenia’s Defense Ministry. khachaturov told RFE/RL’s Armenian hotel located near Lake Sevan. said in a statement.
A corresponding statement issued byseryice (Azatutyun.am) during the fu-
Kotanjian on Tuesday morning gave neral. “I'm saying that for the last
more weight to media reports that {jme, Those who have bodyguards,
many in the Armenian military also0 armed men must behave themselves.”

Continued frompage 1

mediate official confirmation of that
meeting.

Hayrapetian earlier denied any
responsibility for the June 17 severe
beating of Avetian and two other mili-
tary doctors at the Harsnakar restau-
rant. In a June 19 statement, he con

833 W. Glencaks Blvd. Glendale, CA 91203 f_ﬂ]’.ﬂ] Z40=-0005

hold Hayrapetian responsible for the After the funeral, some of the Dr. H"::':ﬂm“““:fkdilm
army doctor’s death. participants headed for the Prosecutor
General’'s Office of Armenia. Dr. Anahid Ekmekdjian
Avetian Laid to Rest Through a loudspeaker the par- . Chiroprastor

Thousands of people — Avetian’s ticipants in the action urged the people
relatives, friends and colleagues, asto join the struggle against the “au- :

Il as intellectuals, political figures, thorities-sponsored oligarchic system.” ; Thembmnmybpok b ddmdyikpes Cmpubpnpphp paudaor:
V\{e. . Y . g ) p g y . G phrurgun, yh, dkeph, ogughl b dlpodioghl guabps
civil society representatives and nu- The protestors were crying out Pugtmpopdfy dporph Bbmbadgod sy b
merous other citizens — attended the“Nemets is a murderer!” (Nemets is [ Yimmmnrd phbpn poodad:
funeral. of Armenian military doctor the nickname of Ruben Hairapetian), 2bp wnnnenuphiup dbp dowhngnophouh £
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LwlpwjhG wbpbjunniwljwl hwlnhynidGbpp Yp
Juwjubwb hbnbibw] wdluwpnibphlG bv dfwbphG*

Qnpbfrwpph, 8nyhup 11, 2012 p.
JEuopniwy 12:00-hg Y.b. 1:30-p
Y1blGunk) funwf, Police Community Room
131 N. Isable St. Glendale, CA 91206

Qnpbfrwpph, 8nyhup 11, 2012 p.
JEuopniwy 12:00-hg Y.b. 8:30-p
Maple Park Community Center
820 E. Maple St. Glendale, CA 91205

bpYynyypwph, 8nrhup 16, 2012 p.

y.b. 7:00hg fhGsbr 8:30-p
Sparr Heights Community Center

1613 Glencoe Way, Glendale, CA 91208

Qnpbfrwpph, 8nrhup 18, 2012 p.
y.b. 7:00-hg Y.b. 8:30-p

Clark Magnet High School Cafeteria
4747 New York Ave., La Crescenta, CA 91214
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ARMENIAN COMMUNITY
COALITION of Pasadena

Armenian Identity Harvest

Ihe Sth Unnual
ARMENIAN IDENTITY

Festival

Celebrating Jhe 5C00th aluuuefw
of the First Printed Armenian Book

SUNDAY JULY 22, 2012
11:00am-7:00pm « VICTORY PARK

2575 PALOMA STREET,
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FOR MORE

Www.acc-us.org
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FOOD e LIVE MUSIC ® BOOTHS ¢ CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES
FREE ADMISSION + FREE PARKING

GOLD NECKLACE RAFFLE GIVE-AWAY

ponNaTED BY NOBLE JEWELERS

INFO CONTACT:

ARMENIAN COMMUNITY COALITION OF PASADENA
(626) 399-1799 « (818) 306-0413 You
Follow us ﬁ
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AUGHLIN o GRAND CANYON

JULY 27TH - JULY 29TH, 2012

FRIDAY JULY 27

Bus Depaning (o Edgewater Hotel & Casioo, Laughlin
From GLENDALE at 12:30 p.m. — 300 M. Glendale Awve.
From PASADENA af ;00 p.m. — 1060 N, Allen Ave

SATURDAY JULY 28
Muaorming depariure to Grand Canyon
Including an IMAX Movic of the Park
Towrs i Sedona and the Catholie Church
Beturm in the evening to Edgewater Hotel & Casino

SUNDAY JULY 29
Retumn to Los Angeles

ADULTS #225 - 18 & UNDER %170
FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE CONTACT:
LENA 626-485-64084 - GARINE 628-7T55-4778
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REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
(RFP 7558)
RECREATION PROGRAMS
FORYOUTH
The Housing Authority of th

als from qualified community orgg-

City of Los Angeles invites propop-

nization to provide recreation p

252-5405. Proposals will be
cepted at 2600 Wilshire Blvd. "4
floor, Los Angeles, CA, 90057, u
til 2:00 P.M., (PST) July 27, 201

grams for youth at a public housihg
development. Copy of the RFP nfay
be obtained beginning June 25, 2912
via www.hacla.org/ps or call 21B-
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REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
(RFP 7565)
PHYSICALNEEDS
ASSESSMENT

The Housing Authority of th
City of Los Angeles invites propop-
als from qualified firms to conduft
a physical needs assessment
investment grade energy audit]of
its housing portfolio, including a 29-
year action plan to bring each of ghe
sites up to HUD standards for mqd-
ernization and energy conservatjon
standards. Copies of the RFP npay
be obtained beginning June 25, 2012
online at www.hacla.org/ps. Prp-
posals will be accepted at 26p0
Wilshire Blvd., 4"floor, Los Ange
les, CA, 90057, until 2:00 P.M.,

(PST), July 27, 2012.
715, 7/12/12
CNS-2335640#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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F: (626) 797-6863

INVITATION FOR BIDS
(IFB) NO. 1719-A
THE FABRICATION AND
INSTALLATION OF
WROUGHT IRON
SECURITY DOORS AND
WINDOWS BARS AT (4)
FOUR HOUSING
DEVELOPMENTS
The Housing Authority of th
City of Los Angeles (HACLA
invites vendors to submit firm fixe
price bids for the fabrication arn
installation of wrought iron sect
rity doors and windows bars at (|

ies of the IFB may be download
from the internet at www.hacla.o
under “Doing Business wit
HACLA?”", then click on “Procure
ment Opportunities” and clic

Bids will be accepted by the Ge
eral Services Department at 26
Wilshire Boulevard, % Floor, Los
Angeles, CA 90057, untiR:00
P.M., Pacific Daylight Saving

Time, August 3, 2012

715, 7/12/12
CNS-2339828#

| four housing developments. Cop-

“Construction Goods and Service$
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Book Printing = Hard Covers * Year Books
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