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Armenia Marks 98th Anniversary of Genocide President Obama Remembers
‘Meds Yeghern’ in Annual Statement

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S. President Barack Obama again declined to
refer to the 1915 mass killings of Armenians as genocide on Wednesday,
essentially repeating carefully worded statements on the subject made during his
first term.

Obama used instead the Armenian phrase Meds Yeghern, or Great Calamity
to commemorate the 98th anniversary of the start of the massacres in the
Ottoman Empire. Below is the full text of the statement:

Statement by the President on Armenian Remembrance Day

Today we commemorate the United States, as we strive to reconcile
Meds Yeghern and honor those whosome of the darkest moments in our
perished in one of the worst atrocities own history. We recognize those cou-
of the 20th century. Ninety-eight years rageous Armenians and Turks who
ago, 1.5 million Armenians were mas- have already taken this path, and en-
sacred or marched to their deaths incourage more to do so, with the back-

YEREVAN -- Tens of thousands “One of the indigenous and most the final days of the Ottoman Empire. ing of their governments, and mine.
of people marched silently to the hill- ancient peoples of the region was ex-We pause to reflect on the lives extin- The history and legacy of the
top Genocide Memorial at terminatedonits ownland orduringits guished and remember the unspeakArmenian people is marked by an in-
Tsitsernakaberdin Yerevan on Wednes-forced exile,” he said. able suffering that occurred. In so domitable spirit, and a great resiliency
day to pay respect to the memory of The daylong commemoration doing, we are joined by millions across in the face of tremendous adversity
1.5 million Armenians killed in Otto- began in the morning with a prayer the world and in the United States, and suffering. The United States is
man Turkey during World War | inthe service held by Catholicos of All where it is solemnly commemorated stronger for the contributions Arme-
first Genocide of the twentieth cen- Armenians Karegkin Il by the eternal by our states, institutions, communi- nian-Americans have made to our so-
tury. fire of Yerevan’'s Tsitsernakabert ties, and families. We also remind our- ciety, our culture, and our communi-

The traditional procession marked Genocide Memorial in the presence selves of our commitment to ensureties. In small measure we return that
the 98th anniversary of the arrest of of Sarkisian and other top state offi- that such dark chapters of history arecontribution by supporting the Arme-
hundreds of Armenian intellectuals in cials. An incessant stream of peoplenot repeated. nian people as they work toward build-
Istanbul. They were subsequently ex-laid flowers there in the following | have consistently stated my ing a nation that would make their
ecuted amid mass killings and deporta-hours. own view of what occurred in 1915, ancestors proud: one that cherishes
tions of Armenians across the crum- In his statement, Sarkisian reaf- and my view has not changed. A full, democracy and respect for human lib-
bling Ottoman Empire. firmed his government’s commitment frank, and just acknowledgement of erty and dignity.

“Today, we bow to the memory to seeking greater international recog-the facts is in all of our interests. Today we stand with Armenians
of innocent victims,” President Serzh nition of the Armenian massacres asNations grow stronger by acknowl- everywhere in recalling the horror of
Sarkisian said in a written address togenocide. “It is our duty to realize and edging and reckoning with painful ele- the Meds Yeghern, honoring the
the nation. “The great majority of these ments of the past, thereby building amemory of those lost, and affirming
victims didn’t even have graves.” Continuedonpage4 foundation for a more just and tolerant our enduring commitment to the people
future. We appreciate this lesson in theof Armenia.

Armenian Genocide Commemorated

Los Angeles City Council Commemorates
Armenian Genocide

in Diyarbakir for First Time

DIYARBAKIR, TURKEY -- A
large crowd gathered at the Diyarbakir
Metropolitan Municipality Theater on
April 23 to commemorate the Arme-
nian Genocide.

The event, commemorating the
98thanniversary of the destruction of
the Armenian community in the city,
was organized by the Diyarbakir Bar
Association (DBA) and the Diyarbakir
Municipality, and featured a panel dis- §
cussion with historian Ara Sarafian
and the head of the DBA, Tahir Elci,
the Armenian Weekly reported. scrutiny,” he said.

In his opening remarks, Elcinoted “Today, we commemorate the
that as Armenian intellectuals and com-genocide in Diyarbakir for the first
munity leaders were being rounded uptime. This is a very important day for
in Istanbul on April 24, 1915 and dur- us. We bow respectfully before the
ing the weeks that followed, a similar memory of our Armenian brothers who LOS ANGELES, CA -- To mark able contributions to the Armenian-
process unfolded in Diyarbakir. were murdered in 1915, and condemnthe 98th anniversary of the Armenian American elderly community, as well

Stressing Kurdish participation the genocide,” Elci concluded. Genocide, the Armenian Council of ashonoringthe AGBU Generation Next
in the genocide in Diyarbakir, Elci said Sarafian focused on the processAmerica (ACA) participated inthe City program for transforming the lives of
that confronting the reality of the geno- of the destruction of the Armenians in of Los Angeles’ annual Armenian Armenian-American youth.
cide by Kurds today is inevitable. More- Diyarbakir in 1915. He noted that he Genocide Commemoration ceremony Councilmember Krekorian ex-
over, he argued that Kurds shouldhad come to Diyarbakir to conduct held at the Los Angeles City Council pressed the difficulty in grasping the
support Armenians in the struggle research on the genocide, and thatChamber on April 19. magnitude of Genocide — a Genocide
against the state’s ideology and locals had been very helpful. The commemoration was led by in a tiny nation to have lost one and a
denialism. After the meeting, members of Councilmember Paul Krekorian and half million Armenian men, women

“We grew up with the stories of the audience headed to the banks of théormer City Council President Eric and children. To put it into perspec-
our grandparents about the massacreJigris River and threw flowers in the Garcetti, recognizing Rose Garjian, ative, he asked everyone to remember
of the Armenians. Denialist discourse water in memory of the Armenians 104 year old Genocide survivor, hon-
does not withstand legal and historic killed there during the genocide. oring Ararat Home for its immeasur- Continued on page 4
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Los Angeles County Recognizes Day of Garry Sinanian’s Speech During
Remembrance for the Armenian Genocide 98th Anniversary Commemoration of
Armenian Genocide at Times Square

ACA members with Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich

The following is the text of the speech delivered by ACA representative
Garry Sinanian at the 98th annual Times Square Armenian Genocide Commemo-
ration on April 21, 2013.

LOS ANGELES COUNTY —=The sure that those who died and suffered

Armenian Council of America along are never forgotten.”
with members of the Armenian diplo- Antonovich also urged President
matic corps, clergy and business com-Barack Obama and members of Con- Reverend clergy, distinguished Unfortunately, to this day the Turk-
munity, Supervisor Michael D. gress to raise the issue with the Presiguests , honorable leaders of the comish government has not only denied the
Antonovich and the Board of Supervi- dent of Turkey when they meet in the munity, ladies and gentlemen, genocide, but has persecutes many of its
sors proclaimed April 24, 2013 as Oval Office in a few weeks. lamtruly privileged to be giventhe citizens who have dared to speak about
“Day of Remembrance for the Arme- “On this day, we are reminded of opportunity to speak here in New York’s it or urge their government to recognize
nian Genocide of 1915-19237 in Los the tremendous loss of our people, butTimes Square about the first genocide ofit.
Angeles County. itis also an inspiring time to celebrate the 20th century. 98 yearsagotothisday ~ Healing and reconciliation between
“Los Angeles County is home to the closeness and collaboration of thein 1915, more than 300 Armenian lead- the Armenians and Turks can only begin
the largest population of Armenians in Armenian community which comes ers, writers, and professionals inif the Turkish government musters
the United States, enriching our com- together every year to mark this occa-Constantinople (present day Istanbul)enough courage to finally recognize the
munities through their leadership in the sion,” said ACA Member Mehran were rounded up, deported and killed Armenian genocide.
fields of business, agriculture, Khatchadorian. “I applaud Supervisor along with 5,000 ordinary Armenians Every tragedy has both victims
academia, medicine, government andAntonovich and the LA County Board who were butchered in the streets and inand heroes, and it is important to recog-
the arts,” said Antonovich. of Supervisors for continuously cham- their homes. nize all those Turkish intellectuals, schol-
On April 24, 1915, the Turkish pioning this issue and educating the Over 1.5 million Armenian lives ars, artists, writers, and ordinary citi-
government began the systematic ex-Public about the importance of recog- stolen, 2/3 of ancestral land taken away.zens who so bravely stood up and de-
termination of the 1.5 million members hizing and taking a stand against man’sAdolf Hitler once famously said “Who clared “YES, there has been an Arme-
of the Armenian community that in- inhumanity to man.” still talks nowadays of the extermination nian genocide”. We cannot change the
cluded religious, political and intellec- The Armenian Council of America  of the Armenians?” How much longer is past, but we can begin to build a new era
tual Armenian leaders. is dedicated to educating the Arme-the Armenian Genocide going to be usedof Armenians-Turkish relations that is
“By consistently rememberingand nian-American community in local as a template for future Genocides be-based on honesty and justice.
openly condemning these atrocities, Political affairs, as well as actively fore it is recognized? Today, we once again urge Mr.
Los Angeles County demonstrates thePursuing Armenian-American partici- According to the world English Erdoghan and his government to do the
need for constant vigilance to prevent Pationin their respective local govern- dictionary genocide is the policy of de- right thing and once and for all recognize
similar events in the future,” said ments, to support political candidates liberately killing a nationality or ethnic the Armenian Genocide to rid the Turk-
Antonovich. "We join the Armenian Who share the values of the Armeniangroup. And that is exactly what the ish nation of the heavy burden of its
community in its commitment to en- American community. Ottoman leaders perpetrated against thgainful past and begin the healing pro-

Armenian people. cess for Armenians and Turks alike.
Taner Akcam: Armenla-Turkey Border Should dination for Combating Unfounded similar expectations about the death of
be Opened for Normalization of Relations Genocide Claims, subordinated to theabout 1 million people in 1915. This
National Security Council (MGK), must problem cannot be solved if the Turkish

As the anniversary of the Arme- son who coined this word and admits be abolished. As long as there is such ayovernment does not accept the fact that
nian Genocide approaches, historianthatthe Armenian genocide was decisiveboard, itis a fancy to believe Turkey will 1915 incidents were a crime that cannot

Taner Akcam suggests Turkey open itsin this coinage,” Akcam said. launch an initiative about genocide,” he be defended ethically. For two societies
borders with Armenia as a step to nor- Asked how the Armenian issue said. and sides to make peace, Turkey must
malize relations between the two coun-can be solved, the historian said: “l think “The second step is to open up denounce the crimes against the Otto-

tries. Talking to Today’s Zaman Akcam we should focus on a “Turkish issue” border crossings. We can solve a pasiman Armenians in 1915 and declare that
claimsthatthe Armenian issue cannot berather than on the “Armenian issue.” issue only by normalizing ties today. As those crimes were morally/ethically un-
solved unless diplomatic ties are estab-First of all, we, Turks, must learn to talk long as the border crossings are keptacceptable.”
lished. about what happened in the past. Weclosed and no diplomatic ties are estab- “The fourth step is to launch a
Akcam says that Turkey should must learn both what the truth was andlished with Armenia, this issue cannot be number of moves to compensate for the
stop wasting its time with the argument how we can discuss it. To know the solved. If people don’t know each other past’s losses. In this scope, Armenians
that 1915 was not genocide “by exploit- history and to talk about it are two and if they don't talk to each other, how who have roots in Anatolia may be
ing people’s ignorance about this matterdifferent things. In my opinion, the first will they settle a problem among them- automatically granted Turkish national-
and creating an unnecessary debate.” He¢hing to do is to learn how this can be selves? Dialogue is a sine qua non comity. Another step may be to recognize
argues that 1.2 million Armenians were understood and share sorrows. We musponent of communication among people. and promote the Armenian cultural heri-
forced to relocate under the rule of thebe able to listen to Armenians as they talklf Turkey opens up the border crossingtage in Turkey. In this framework, reli-
Committee of Union and Progress (CUP) about their heart-wrenching experi- with Armenia and calls it “Hrant Dink gious, cultural and historical Armenian
during the Ottoman Empire. ences.” Border Gate,” this would be a good buildings may be renovated. Reviving
He also argues that thirst, hunger “On the state level, a government gesture,” the historian continued. the destroyed or damaged Armenian
and diseases were among the main reawhich really intends to solve this issue Taner Akcam believes the third cultural heritage and civilization in
sons for the deaths, but the groups thamust first change its wording and style. step is to pay an apology. “In our time, Anatolia will be the best response to the
were forced to migrate were intention- The language of peace and fraternity isheads of state and government pay apolopast’s subversive mentality.
ally led to take the longer routes and weredifferent from that of strife. First of all, gies in connection with past tragedies. Another symbolic yet significant
not provided water and food during their alanguage thatwould facilitate the settle-When they do, this does not humiliate step might be to return the churches,
journey. ment must be created. To this end, thethem. Rather this boosts their prestige.buildings and fields seized in Cukurova
“Few people know this, but the publications including official websites Turkey must take this step. Given theregion that belonged to Sis Catholicos
Armenian genocide was one of the mainof certain ministries that are rife with fact it expected Israel to pay an apology Church, which is of secondary or even
reasons why the word “genocide” was hatred and animosity against Armeniansfor an attack against a vessel, Turkey
first coined. Raphael Lemkin is the per- must be shut down. The Board of Coor-should know that Armenians nurture Continued onpage 4
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Remembel‘lng MOUShegh Ishkhan brings some home from the market
From Yervant Babavan’s Book and passes it out to them, they con- oy
¥ sume it eagerly. Moushegh notices Tz iy S b

“They Should Not Be Forgotten” that the piece of chocolate given to him

is bigger than the rest. “I wasn’t dis-
Translated by Dr. Marie Dakessian satisfied, of course, but | felt an inex-
plicable uneasinessin light of the injus-
tice meted out to my sister and
brother,” writes Moushegh.

Unfortunately, the Armenians
aren’t happy for long. Itis said that the
Greeks have been defeated and hav
begun to withdraw. Haste and alarm— i
4 the Armenians despair. The only solu- = ;
" tion is to flee. The decision is made |§
and, with innumerable difficulties, they
reach Bursa.

Bursa has several silk mills.
Moushegh’s “haji” mother and his
cousin find work in one of the silk
factories. Bursa is also known for its
moving from one place to another, he mineral springs. Moushegh frequently
settles in Damascus. Following his suffers from anuria, or urine retention.
graduation from the local elementary considers his paternal uncle to be hisMother takes him to the springs, in an This sad separation is followed
school, he leaves for Cyprus. He com-father and his wife becomes his effort to cure him. A naked girl stand- by a happy reunion. Moushegh Ishkhan
pletes two years of study at the mother. Because Ishkhan's biological ing at the edge of the pool captures thewrites: “It took thirty-seven long years
Melkonian Educational Institute, where mother has gone to Jerusalem, she isittention of our pubescent youth.  for the ‘gates of hope’ to open. | had
he is a student of Hagop Oshagan. Heknown as his “haji” (pilgrim) mother. Embarrassed, he avoids looking the good fortune to visit Yerevan in
moves to Beirutin 1930, and graduates The survivors speak only about at her nude body, especially at her1962 and to embrace my ‘haji’ mother,
in 1935 from the Nshan Palandjian the deportations. They tell of the star- shivering breasts. But he senses that isister, and brother there.”

College, where he teaches for threevation, the horrifying Turkish crimi- is difficult not to stare. Mother leaves

years. Ishkhan takes literature andnals, the massacres. This is all thathimin her care. Regarding this he says: Education

pedagogy courses in Belgium from Moushegh ever hears. His inner world “We are together for two or three days Istanbul. Along with refugee chil-
1938-1940, after which he returns tois filled with “deathly phantasms.” now, and she is the one who carries medren who share his fate, Moushegh
Beirut. He works as a lecturer in litera- Terrifying visions torment him at night. out of the water to hand me to Mother. begins to attend the Ortakiugh school.
ture at the Palandjian College until his Father wants to teach him how to At night | secretly pray that | won't Only he recognizes the Armenian al-
retirement. At one point, he simulta- read Armenian. He resists, maintaining pass my stones so that the Turkish girlphabet.

neously serves as editor of both thethat he is incapable of learning. Fatherand | may continue to descend into the “I'm not a bad boy,” he writes.
daily and weekly editions of Aztag.  and Mother insist. Moushegh is upsetpool of happiness for a long time.”  “My sickly constitution undoubtedly

Moushegh Ishkhan passes awayand begins to cry. It is obvious that, in Avyear after their arrivalin Bursa, prevents me from doing anything
in 1990. this condition, he can’t learn anything. worrisome news begins to circulate. evil....Regarding laziness, why con-

As a poet, prose writer, drama- However, he cheers up when FatherMustafa Kemal advances, and theceal my sin? I'm afraid that I'm a bit
tist, and teacher, he has penned 1%rings him a colorful book. “Curios- Greeks withdraw. Bursa is in danger. lazy. When Father would teach me the

One hundred year old educator,
writer, and community leader Yervant
Babayan’s book “They Should Not Be
Forgotten” highlighting the legacy of
prominent Armenian writers and com-
munity leaders, was published in 2009
in Los Angeles. The following is Dr.
Marie Dakessian’s English translation
of an excerpt from this book to make
it more accessible to the younger gen-
eration. AL

Born in Sivri Hisar—a state of
Ankara—in 1913, Moushegh Ishkhan
is exiled with his family in 1915. After

Moushegh Ishkhan

books: ity,” he says, “conquers fear.” It is necessary to leave as soon aslphabet, | would pretend to have a
The Song of the Homes; The possible. Armenians arrive in trucks at stomach ache.”

Fire; Armenia; Life and Dreams; For one of the gulfs of Marmara. Everyone There are events that unexpect-

Bread and Light; Three Great Arme- is sad, but Moushegh is happy: he see®dly reveal hidden talents. This is what

nians; For Bread and Love; Greetings, the sea for the first time. happens to Moushegh during geogra-

Fatherland; Golden Autumn; Afflic-
tion; It Is So Difficult to Die; The
Wait; The Man from the Refrigerator;
Plays; My Teachers; Sunset; Twilight
Under the Shelling; Modern Armenian
Literature (three-volume textbook); and
Farewell, Childhood.

Everyone gathers upon the wharf, phy class. When he names the various
rushing to board the steamship dockedplaces that the refugees have
nearby. There is pushing and shoving, been as he describes their suffer-
confusion and disorder. Some, like ings, the local boys listen with aston-
Moushegh’s family, don’t attempt to ishment. His teacher, interested in and
join the crowd. They move away and moved by his story, praises him. “The
situate themselves in some abandonediocal boys’ dumbfounded curiosity
wagons. In the morning, they are dis- makes me happy,” he writes. “Not
tressed to learn that the wharf's pieronly have | overcome my usual timid-
has collapsed and many have drownedity, but | feel like the hero of a famous
A few days later, a ship arrives and epic novel as well.” Moushegh'’s self-
transports them to Istanbul. confidence is further bolstered during

Through a special arrangement, religion class. He, only he, answers the
they settle in an old school. They areteacher’s questions. Father has re-

Farewell, Childhood
With this book, Moushegh
Ishkhan seeks to revisit his miserable
childhood, one overwhelmed by the
burden of deprivation and horror expe-
rienced during an itinerant existence,

as his family moved from one country YervantBabayan happy because there is no danger otounted all of the biblical episodes to
to another, from one city to the next. deportation or massacre. However, him. Inresponse to the question, “What
Like an expert psychologist, Suddenly everything changes. serious challenges exist. In particular,did Moses give the Jews when he

Ishkhan examines the painful recollec- More Turkish soldiers arrive, and the the danger of Mustafa Kemal looms. It came down from the mountain?” he
tions of his youth. The most heart- relative tranquility is disrupted. The is said that on any given day he canimmediately replies: “the testament of
wrenching of these is his mother’s Turks are infuriated by the triumph of capture Istanbul. In order to avoid the Ten Commandments.” In response
outpouring of grief at his father's the Greeks, and the Armenians arenew troubles, the Armenians begin toto a second question, “What is the
gravesite. gripped with dread. One night, the depart. They leave for Greece, Bul- difference between the Jews who leave

At the end of World War |, the remaining men—including Father—are garia, and other countries. MousheghEgypt and the Armenian refugees?”
survivors of the Genocide return to taken, God knows where. and his family go to Damascus. A few After thinking for a moment, he states:
their ancestral cities with great hopes. Everything changes once again. years later, the family is split apart. “The Jews go to their land; we go
Ishkhan’s family, along with others, The Greeks occupy the city. MousheghMoushegh’s biological grandmother elsewhere.”
returns to Sivri Hisar and settles in arecalls Father's words: “The Greeks and uncle propose, in successive let- Damascus. Moushegh is nine;
meager house. Their splendid, two-will win only if the British want it.” ters, that they come to live with them his sister is six. His brother is very
story residence is now inhabited by aThe Armenians, especially the chil- in Greece. Mother agrees to “haji” young. They attend the Catholic Sis-
Turkish military doctor. dren, are happy. They see automobilesnother’s relocation along with ters’ Arabic school. Arabic is the pri-

Sometimes they go to church to for the very first time. What an excit- Moushegh’s younger brother and sis-mary language, but French is also
pray. The young Moushegh says hising novelty!Steam issues forth from ter. However, Moushegh will remain taught.
own special prayer: “Dear heavenly the front of the vehicle. “It's going to with Mother, naturally, since he has Arabic is a difficult language to
Father, protect us. Please don't allowexplode!” someone exclaims. Mother already been officially registered with learn. After suffering for a month, he
the Turks to find out where we're suddenly carries him away. Although the government as her child. They finds the means of success. With the
hiding. Save us from deportation. he says nothing, Moushegh'’s pride isdepart, bidding their loved ones fare- help of others, he writes his lesson
Amen.” hurt. The other novelty introduced by well with affectionate yet anguished

When his father dies, Ishkhan the Greeks is chocolate. When Motherkisses. Continued onpage 4
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Preventing Genocides is Preventing Denials “Remembering Moushegh Ishkhan”
By Lena Manougian ing the society, rather than murder. ~ Continued from page 3 Moushegh receives one as well.
The fourth is Organization: when The following year, a young man
"The Bestway to stop Genocide, is hate groups, armies, and militias orga-using Armenian letters, memorizes it is appointed principal. His affectionate
to prevent it from happening.” nize. overnight, and earns his teacher’'smanner towards the students quickly
The world's worst intentional hu- The fifth is Polarization: when praise the next day: “Afik yah waled” makes him everyone’s favorite. Soon
man rights problems are caused becausemoderates are targeted, who could stog“Well done, boy”). thereafter they begin to criticize him.
of genocides. the process, especially moderates from However, he isn’'t happy. The Yet the criticism and slander do not
There are two reasons why geno-the perpetrators' group. environmentis strange, and so sad thatindermine his authority. The cordial
cides are still committed in the world: The sixth stage is Preparation: when“my childhood died from day to day, principal-studentrelationship endures.
1. Not enough international insti- the perpetrators are trained and armedpale and exhausted.” Near the end of May, he orga-
tutions needed to predict and prevent it.victims are identified, transported and The second school that he at- nizes a May 28th commemoration along
2. Lack of political will to stop it. concentrated. tendsis the Franco-Arm?nienne school.with a group of students. Tasks are
In order to prevent genocide , we The seventh stage is Extermina- All of the students are Armenian, but assigned, and a program is prepared.

must first understand it. We must study tion; what we legally define as genocide: they speak Turkish. The teachers areMoushegh is to recite a poem by
and compare genocides and develop ahe intentional destruction, inwhole orin Armenian, too. The principal is a Jesuit Siamanto. Everyone at school is ex-
working theory about the genocidal pro- part, of a national, ethnic, racial, or priest who preaches Catholicism. Thecited about the upcoming event. Alas,
cess. religious group. teachers’ struggle against Turkish fails. the Board of Trustees opened in Beirut

"Preventing Genocides is an And the eighth stage in every geno- Here is Moushegh'’s evaluation: “Atthe two years later. Two years later?
achievable goal. When a state engages igide: "Denial" Franco-Arm?nienne school, | forgot Moushegh isn’t very excited by the
atrocity it forfeits its sovereignty". says It is actually a continuation of the the Arabic that | had learned at the prospect of such a distant likelihood.
vice president Joe Biden. genocide, because it is a continuingSisters’ school, my Arabic improved, He continuesto work as a shoemaker’s

1.5 million Armenians. 3 million attempt to destroy the victim group | learned the Armenian grammatical apprentice.

Ukrainians. 6 million Jews. 250,000 psychologically and culturally, to deny cases quite well, and | struggled end- One evening, on his way home,
Gypsies. 6 million Slavs. 25 million Rus- its members even the memory of thelessly to learn French.” he runsinto his dear Armenian teacher,
sians. 25 million Chinese. 1 million Ibos. murders of their relatives. Denial has a Damascus’ third school is the Aris Shaklian. In response to his ques-
1.5 million Bengalis. 200,000 Guatema- profoundly negative impact on everyone Protestant one. Moushegh is a fourth-tions, he replies that he has decided to
lans. 1.7 million Cambodians. 500,000 concerned. grade student there. This school isbecome a shoemaker. “No, Moushegh
Indonesians. 200,000 East Timorese. Denial harms the victims and their unique for its morning worship. Every my son, no, you weren't meant to be a
250,000 Burundians. 500,000 Ugan-survivors. That is what the Turkish morning one teacher, inturn, discussesradesman,” he says and proposes that
dans. 2 million Sudanese. 800,000governmenttoday isdoingto Armenians a biblical episode. Thenthey sing spiri- he continue his education at the
Rwandans. 2 million North Koreans. around the world and this is exactly how tual songs. In Moushegh’s opinion, Melkonian Educational Institute in
10,000 Kosovars. Genocides and otherthey planned the horrific genocide againstthe best speaker is an Armenian teacheCyprus. He assures Moushegh that, if
mass murders killed more people in the Armenians. named Baron Boghos. He only empha-he is willing to go, he will arrange it for
twentieth century than all the wars com- "Denialisdoublekilling, asitstrives sizes patriotism. In a conservative him.

bined. to kill the memory of the event. school, Baron Boghos’ audacity is Moushegh thankfully accepts his

The role of the whole world in Denial harms the perpetrators andworthy of praise, according to teacher’s proposal and, after passing
preventing genocides should never betheir successors. Moushegh. the entrance exams, departs for
overlooked. Every individual should take Denial harms the bystanders." Furthermore, he manages to fos-Cyprus.
part in the long and hard process of We believe the US government ter Moushegh’s love for reading by Here is his assessment of his
preventing cruelties against other gen-should not be party to efforts to kill the providing him with books and encour- meeting with his teacher: “This chance
ders, individuals and people. memory of a historical fact as profound aging him to write. Here is his opinion: meeting, in front of a coffeehouse on

Preventing genocides is prevent- and important as the genocide of the“Baron Boghos was one of those ex-a Saturday evening, fatefully deter-
ing denials, which are repeatedly - the Armenians, which Hitler used as an ceptional teachers to whom studentsmines my entire future. Instead of
continuation of all genocides. example in his plan to exterminate the connect with unreserved adoration. A becoming a shoemaker, | become an

The Cost of Denial Jews. familial feeling had been created be- educator.”

In his studies of genocide, Dr. Around the world, victims of geno- tween us.” At the year-end ceremony, The book’s conclusion: “My per-
Gregory Stanton, President of Interna-cide ask first for recognition of the crime the best students are awarded honosecuted and exiled childhood comes to
tional Association of Genocide Scholars committed againstthem. Itis as essentiapins. an end here. Farewell, childhood.”
and President of Genocide Watch dis-to healing as closing an open wound.

covered that the process of every genoWithout such healing, scars hardeninto  Armenia Marks 98th Anniversary of Genocide
cide has predictable stages that are nohatred that cripples the victim and cries

linear, because they usually operate si-out for revenge. Continued from page 1 ies this issue is current and urgent,”
multaneously. Butthereis alogical order Studies by genocide scholars prove added the Armenian leader.
to them, because a later stage canncthat the single best predictor of future to bring the attention of the interna- In a joint statement issued on

occur without a logically prior stage. It genocide is denial of a past genocidetional community to the fact that denial Wednesday, Catholicos Karekin Il and
is also useful to distinguish them, be- coupled with impunity for its perpetra- of the Genocide constitutes direct con-the Lebanon-based Aram I, Catholicos
cause they can help us see when genaors. Genocide Deniers are three timedginuation of that very crime and that of the Great House of Cilicia, similarly
cide is coming and what governmentsmore likely to commit genocide again crime is continuing in modern-day said that the Turkish state should not
can do to prevent it. than other governments. Turkey,” he said. only acknowledge the genocide but
The first is Classification, when The next step that Turkey must “Some are trying to persuade us also “fully compensate the Armenian
we classify the world into "us" versus take to become a real democracy is to'not to reopen the hundred-year-old people for their losses.”
"them". acknowledge its own past and first ad-wounds but to look forward.” Our They said this must include re-
The second is Symbolization: when mit its own problems. response to this counsel is the follow- turning hundreds of worship sites and
we give names to those classifications As Armenians worldwide com- ing: [Turkish writer] Orhan Pamuk other properties that belonged to the
like Jew and Aryan, Hutu and Tutsi, memorate the 98th Anniversary of the and [Turkish-Armenian journalist] Armenian Church until 1915. Most of
Turk and Armenian. 1st brutal Genocide of the 20th century,Hrant Dink were not brought to trial a them were located in what is now
The thirdis Dehumanization: when we urge the U.S. to acknowledge it , by hundred years ago. They were triedeastern Turkey, an area that was part
perpetrators call their victims rats, or heeding to democratic and human valuesight before our eyes. For the Arme- of ancientand medieval Armenian king-
cockroaches, cancer, or disease; s@nd by expressing its own moral andnian as well as for the Turkish societ- doms.
eliminating themis actually seenas cleans-intellectual views and principles.

Los Angeles City Council

Taner Akcam
Continued from page 2 Joint committees at various levels (Par-Continued from page 1 Yerevan to make us sister cities, I'm
liament, universities, etc.) between two deeply aware of the lasting impact of the
equal importance to Mother Cathedral of countries may be established and civilianwhat they felt on September 11th whenGenocide,” Councilmember Eric Garcetti
Holy Etchmiadzin,” Mr. Akcam said. initiatives to boost relations may be de-thousands of victims were lost to a said. “It's important that the Genocide is
“Another thing we can do is to veloped,” he said. horrible act of terror, and to imagine if never forgotten—that is the best way to

raise awareness of people. To ensure As for the expectations from 2015, that terror was experienced every dayensure that tragic chapter in history is
public access to correct information andthe 100th anniversary of the Armenian for an entire year. “Itis very important never repeated.”

eliminate the negative effects of 100- Genocide, the Turkish historian said: “If for all of us to recognize and condemn In previous years the City Coun-
year old brainwashing and denial poli- Turkey does not seriously change itsman’s inhumanity towards man,” cilhas honored Emmy nominated film-
cies, programs may be organized topolicies and if the US, the UK and Israel Krekorian said. maker Dr. J. Michael Hagopian, and
inform the public, through participation do not modify their stance, | don’t think “As the Councilmember represent- world-renowned scholar, Professor
of Armenian scholars, and via the press.anything special will happen.” ing Little Armenia, who has traveled to Richard G. Hovannisian.
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Presented by

Homenmen Ladies Auxiliary

Saturday, May 11, 2013

Garo Soghanalian Hall = 8:30 p.m.
1060 N. Allen Ave.. Pasadena

LU
Donation $35.00

For reservations, please contact:

Lena 626-485-6434 or Karine 818-324-0574

Dinner Dance




