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"Transport Revolution": Armenia's Moscow Worried About Armenian Outcry
Celebrities Offering People Free Rides Over Treatment of Hrachya Harutiunian
Around Yerevan MOSCOW -- Russia’s govern- media. A visibly shocked Harutiunian

ment signaled concerns on Friday abouiyas made to wear a woman'’s hospital
the pOSSibIe impaCt on Russian-Arme- robe when he appeared before a Mos-
nian relations of an uproar in Yerevan cow court on Monday. Russian state
sparked by the controversial treatmentte|evision emphasized his nationality in
of Armenian truck driver Hrachya its reports on the tragedy.
Harutiunian prosecuted for a deadly The driver's wretched appearance
traffic accident near Moscow. led to a barrage of criticism from Arme-
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister pjanstate officials, opposition and civic
Grigory Karasin met the Armenian figures and especially the media. Some
ambassador in Moscow, Oleg Yesayan,media commentatomccused the Rus-
to discuss the fallout from last week’s sian government of de|iberate|y humili-
collision of a heavy truck and a public ating the Armenian citizen.
bus that left 18 people dead and more The Russian TV images also trig-
than 30 others wounded. gered angry protests outside the Rus-
Harutiunian, an Armenian mlgrant sian Embassy in Yerevan. The em-
worker, was arrested and charged withpassy on Wednesday accused “certain
causing multiple deaths through vio- individuals” of exploiting the affair to
lating traffic rules. whip up anti-Russian sentiment in Ar-

According to the Russian Foreign menia. It insisted that the fatal crash
YEREVAN --Hundreds of mostly  Sarkisian re-elected. The governmentMinistry, Yesayan offered “sincere con- had“no ethnic implications” but stopped

young activists continued social pro- denies any such scheming. dolences” in connection with the bus short of criticizing Harutiunian’s tele-
tests against the rise in public trans- “The 150-dram fare is illegal and crash at the meeting. “It was confirmed yjsed treatment.

port fares in Yerevan. They urged every citizen has the right not to pay from the Russian side that there will be According to a spokesman for
commuters to continue to pay 50 andthe extra 50 drams,” one of those a thorough and objective investigation the Armenian Embassy in Moscow,
100 drams per ride for a fifth consecu- leaders, a young woman, told an out-into that case, which will certainly re- Russian officials have assured em-
tive day on Wednesday. Leaders of thedoor news conference. “This move- spectthe legal rights of the accused,” thepassy officials that their handling of

movement pledged to carry on with ment is turning into a social revolt,” ministry said in a statement. the arrested suspect was an uninten-
their campaign backed by opposition said another activist. “More and more “Mutual concerns were ex- tional “result of haste.”
parties and a growing number of Ar- people are joining in the fight.” pressed regarding ongoing undignified However, a report in the

menian celebrities that have not been The campaign seems to have in-attempts to exploit that tragedy for “Moskovsky Komsomolets” daily on
involved in civic activism until now.  fluence many Yerevanresidents. Theirinflaming sentiments running counter Friday suggests that the Moscow police
Many of the celebrities have taken refusal to pay higher fares caused ato the spirit of Russian-Armenian are unrepentant about their actions. Cit-
to the streets offering ordinary Arme- brief strike by the drivers of two dozen friendship,” the statement added with- jng unnamed police sources, the paper
nians rides in their cars. The tactic, trolleybuses on Wednesday. The driv- out giving further details. said the Russian investigators consider
billed Free Car, is meant to dissuadeers, who also collect the fees, com- It was a clear reference to the the scandal the result of a “ploy” by
people from using public transporta- plained that they are unable to meetfurious reaction in Armenia to what Harytiunian’s lawyers. It said they think
tion and keep the pressure up on theheir increased revenue targets. many people there see as Harutiunian'shat the lawyers “might have deliberately
authorities. “Our daily [revenue] plan has degrading treatment by Russian law-not brought him new clothes so that he
Some Armenians feel that they been raised to 28,000 drams fromenforcement bodies and a xenophobicappears before the court in a miserable
have been duped by officials, who, 14,500 drams,” one of them told RFE/ coverage of the case by the Russianyay that will cause pity.”
they claim, delayed the price hike until RL’s Armenian service. “How can we
after the February 18 presidential elec-
tion, which saw President Serzh Continued on page 4

EU and Armenia Successfully Conclude
DCFTA Talks

Karabakh Armenians Convicted of Spying

YEREVAN -- The [

STEPANAKERT -- Two Arme- case, said during the trial that the manEuropean Union and t
nian residents of Nagorno-Karabakh re-identified himself as Samvel Azatian Republic of Armenigy
ceived lengthy prison sentences on Tuesand claimed to be an Istanbul-basedsuccessfully conclude
day as they were convicted of spying for representative of an Armenian Diasporanegotiations on a Dedi
Azerbaijan through the Internet. charity. He said Azatian claimed that and Comprehensive Fr¢ '

A court in Stepanakert found the charity plans to launch benevolentTrade Area (DCFTA)l
Rafael Avagian, a 22-year-old Karabakh activities in Karabakh and needs de-as part of the Associa
Armenian soldier, and his civilian friend tailed information about the Karabakh’s tion Agreement betwee
Davit Barseghian guilty of high treason armed forces as well as civilian institu- the EU and the Republ
and espionage, sentencing them to 1tions and infrastructures. of Armenia.
and 10 years in prison respectively. Avagian said he sent pictures and At the seventh an

Both men pleaded not guilty to other details of Karabakh army units final round of negotia-
the accusations stemming from theirand received about $1,000 and severations — held in Yerevan — negotiators in various trade-related sectors. These
communication with an obscure for- other “gifts” in return. He said he then reached agreement on the key eleteforms will create the conditions for
eigner through a Russian online socialpaid Barseghian $200 to travel to anments of a deal which will create a new Armenia to bring key sectors of its
network. They said they never thought Armenian-controlled district south of framework for trade relations between economy in line with EU standards.
that they are collaborating with Karabakh to take pictures of Syrian the EU and Armenia. The DCFTA will The improved trade opportuni-
Azerbaijaniintelligence. Armenian settlers living there. strengthen Armenia's economic inte-ties brought about by the DCFTA are

The defendants’ lawyer, Arkadi According to Avagian, the online gration with the EU by providing better expected to bring economic benefits to
Israeli, described the verdict as unfair. interlocutor afterwards asked him to market access for European and Ar-both the EU and Armenia.
He argued, among other things, thatmake a written pledge to carry out menian goods and services to each An independent study suggests
investigators failed to establish the iden-“secret tasks” for money. The soldier other's markets. It will offer Armenia that in the long run the Armenian
tity of the alleged Azerbaijani agent serving in the Karabakh army on a aframework for modernizing its trade economy could gain an extra 146
who started communicating with his contractual basis said he signed a cor+elations and for economic develop- million a year, representing a 2.3%
clients about a year ago. ment on the basis of far reaching

Avagian, the main suspect in the Continuedonpage2 harmonization of laws and regulations Continued on page 4
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Armenian Genocide Museum Project NKR President, Armenia’s DM Discuss
Launched in Uruguay Issues of Army-Building

STEPANAKERT -- President of nance of the army and to communal
the Nagorno Karabakh Republic Bako construction.

MONTEVIDEO -- During a cer- The coordinator of the National Sahakyan received Defense Minister In his remarks, the President
emony held at the Presidential PalaceMuseums, Javier Royer, defined the of the Republic of Armenia Seyran underscored the need to give a new
in Montevideo on Wednesday The pre-purpose of this museum as a space folOhanyan on Friday. quality to the ongoing activities in this
sentation of the project of Armenian reflection and education, both on the A number of issues related to direction and to elaborate long-term
Genocide Museum in Uruguay was Armenian genocide as other similar army-building and cooperation between programs. He pointed that such ap-
launched. situations. It will deal with xenopho- the two Armenian states in this sphereproach will give renewed impetus to

The project was organized by the bia, racism, ethnocide and will be an were discussed during the meeting,the economic development of the coun-
Ministry of Education and Culture and educational tool to promote tolerance attended by Artsakh’s Defense Minis- try and the effective utilization of its
Centennial Commemoration Commis- and peace. Collections will be pre- ter Movses Hakobyan. potential.
sion of Armenian Genocide of the Ar- sented showing Armenian culture with Subsequently, the talk continued Nagorno-Karabakh Republic
menian Community Organizations of tangible, intangible and oral history, inan extended format, with the partici- PM Ara Harutyunyan, Deputy PM
Uruguay. but also have space for cultural andpation by the Armenian Defense Min- Artur Aghabekyan, and several

The Museum will be the first one artistic expressions of other commu- istry delegation. A special attention other officials also attended the
created by initiative of a State outside nities. As host, the Ministry of Educa- was paid to the food and ware mainte-meeting.
the territory of Armenia. tion and Culture offered the old house

The launch of this project was of Jose Enrique Rodo, in the Thirty- . . . 1,12 .
attended by the Minister of Education Third Street, which should be over- Historical Armenian Bulldlng in Istanbul

and Culture, Ricardo Ehrlich, Under hauled for this project. Rented Despite the Ongoing Trial
Secretary, Oscar Gomez, coordinator Uruguayan Undersecretary of

of the National Museums, Javier Royer, Education, Oscar Gomez, said that the ISTANBUL -- The

Ambassador of the Republic of Arme- initiative “ratifies the Uruguayan policy Directorate General d

nia, Vahagn Melikian, and Archbishop of defense of human rights”. Foundations rented t

of the Armenian Church in Uruguay, “The Museum will not only refer historical Sanasaryan Hz

Hakob Kelendjian. to the Armenian Genocide, but also toin Istanbul’'s Eminéni

Uruguay was the first country to the defense of human rights in generalneighborhood through |
recognize the Armenian Genocide in and the recognition of other genocides,tender, despite a leg
1965, declaring April 24 as Armenian such as the Holocaust or the Africansstruggle by Turkey’s Ar}
Martyrs Day. The Museum will aim genocide during slavery”, he added. menian Patriarchate, tH
to promote memory, the response to The Museum, will open on April  Hurriyet Daily News re
any act of genocide and reflection on 24, 2015, on the Genocide Centennialports.
racism and xenophobia. Anniversary. The tender for rent

ing the historical building

. . . organized by the Directo
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem OfﬁClally ate General of Foundations on July 18,fact that other foundations had

Recognized by the State of Israel was won by Ozgeylani Construction churches and schools, whereas the
Company, despite the ongoing trial overhan had been donated to the patriarch-
JERUSALEM--On Tuesday July Excellency Mr. Gideon Sa’ar handed the ownership of the building. ate by a natural person.
23 2013, His Beatitude Nourhan His Beatitude the official letter, in which Turkey’s Armenian Patriarchate Gezer said that the rent of the han
Manougian had a meeting with the the government of the State of Israelclaims that the han, which was do- should be equally distributed between
Israeli Minister of Internal Affairs His recognizes His Beatitude Nourhan nated to the patriarchate in 1881 by aArmenian schools and public schools
Excellency Mr. Gideon Sa’ar, Press Manougian as the Armenian PatriarchRussian-Armenian Mgrdich without any discrimination, while add-
Service of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem. The recognition follows Sanasaryan, belongs to them as theyng that this was as an offer to the
of Jerusalem reports. the decision of the general assembly ofhave the documents to prove the donaDirectorate General of Foundations
Mr. Gideon Sa’ar invited His Be- the St. James Brotherhood from Janu-ion. The Directorate General of Foun- “as we are equal citizens.”
atitude, together with the Grand Sac-ary 24 this year. dations, on the other hand, claims that Commenting on the resolution on
ristan His Eminence Archbishop Sevan His Excellency Mr. Gideon Sa’ar the building did not fall under the juris- foundations, which entered into force
Gharibian and the Chief Dragoman theand representatives of the governmentdiction of a law on the return of prop- two years ago, Gezer said more than
very Reverend Father Goossan Aljanian,of the State of Israel spoke togethererties to community foundations that 400 properties were returned but ma-
at the Knesset, the Parliament of thewith His Beatitude Archbishop Nourhan took effect in 2011 as it had been jor problems were being faced. “For
State of Israel. Manougian the Armenian Patriarch of owned by a person. example, the returned space is ac-
After being cordially welcomed Jerusalem for some time in a very Sahin Gezer of Turkey’s Arme- cepted as a green area or is closed for
by the Minister of Internal Affairs, His pleasant and positive atmosphere.  nian Patriarchate Real Estate Commis-housing, so even if it is returned you
sion told the Hurriyet Daily News that cannot use it,” said Gezer.

Karabakh Armenians Convicted of Spying they had hoped until the last minute The han, after being donated to
that the tender would be halted. GezerTurkey’s Armenian Patriarchate in
Continued from page 1 lar charges of a 31-year-old woman said they would continue their legal 1881, was confiscated by the then
serving in the Armenian army. action. government in 1935. The historical
responding document sent from The NSS said the woman, Mane The Sanasaryan Han had an au-building became famous for torture
Istanbul shortly before his and Movsisian, communicated through tonomous status when compared toduring the time the building was used
Barseghian’s arrest in March. Facebook and other online networks withthe other Armenian foundations, Gezer as the Police Department. The han also

The arrests were announced byanunnamedAzerbaijaniintelligeraficer  said, adding that this was due to theserved as a courthouse for a while.

Armenia’s National Security Service basedinTurkey. It claimedthatshe gave hi =
(NSS) on June 25. In a statement, theclassified “information of military nature WWW. maSS|SpOStC0m
NSS also reported the detention on simi-about Armenia.” It gave no further details.
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‘No justice, Equality or Freedom for Reflections on Yair Auron’s Banality of
Armenians’ — Radikal Blogger Indifference Translation into Armenian

Senan Porteron, a blogger for the Turkey-based Radikal newspaper, who The Zoryan Institute welcomes g N ATA LD —
spend his childhood in Baku, Azerbaijan, tells about attitude to Armenians botHfe Armenian translation of Prof. Yair — ' ' ? 1
Baku and in Turkey. Auron’s book titled The Banality of
Indifference: Zionism and the Arme-
nian Genocide, an important book in

e oo comparcenil. e v, \OUQUIUIIION
ubswppbypnippmil

by bn <y by

is a groundbreaking record of the reac-
tion of the Jewish community in Pales-
tine before the founding of the State of
Israel to the Armenian Genocide. See-
ing the importance of this pioneering
work of comparative history, the
Zoryan Institute invited Auron to [ i s
Yerevan in 1995 to participate in the = I
International Conference on “Prob- [
lems of Genocide,” the first on geno-
cide held in independent Armenia.

AuronWhile the official Jewish Armenian Genocide in Israel. Auron
reaction to the Genocide was mutedwas an early supporter and participant
and largely self-interested, Auron docu- in Zoryan’s Genocide and Human

Below are excerpts from his ar- “In Turkey the situation is not ments instances of support. The Nili Rights University Program and has
ticle. much different that in Azerbaijan. Ev- Group, for example, an underground gone on to be a leading educator in

“| was eleven. There was a very eryone is speaking of ‘Armenians’ in intelligence organization, actively Israel and abroad on genocide, as well
old building in our neighborhood in aninsulting manner. As years pass, thesought to aid the Armenian victims. as the Armenian Genocide in particu-
those days. That was a historical build-number of Armenians is decreasing, Chaim Weizmann, a Zionist leader andlar. He has developed a curriculum that
ing, and no one lived there. One day,their culture is being destroyed. Arme- later the first President of the State ofis used in Israel and has been adopted
my father and | went to see the build- nians are pressed and called ‘strangdsrael, and Nahum Sokolov, a Zionist in other countries and has published a
ing. There were inscriptions in Arme- ers’. Armenians have not seen justice,leader and a pioneer of Hebrew jour- series of books in Hebrew and English
nian on the rear of the building. My equality or freedom. Unfortunately, nalism, publicly condemned the kill- on the various major cases of geno-
father told me the building was left by they do not see it now either. ings. Zionist writers and journalists cide, including one on the Armenian
Armenians. “Almost 100 years have passed expressed outraged identification with Genocide earlier this year.

“Afew months later that building since the 1915 Armenian Genocide,the Armenians and tried to arouse the Prof. Yair Auron is a scholar of
was destroyed, and a new 16-storybutthe society has not changed. Someconscience of the world. This book great originality, a strong advocate of
building was constructed on the site. | people are still seeking to wipe out was made available to the English read-universal humanrights, and a soldierin
was upset when | saw it destroyed.Armenian culture. An action has beening public by a Zoryan sponsoring its the fight against denial. Itis very grati-
That must have been the only thing tolaunched to save the remaining 20translation, editing and publication. fying that his work is being acknowl-

J-‘_? £ Il'
o Je r.!L:::!rJri.l'.E

remind you of Armenians. The day it Armenian houses in Mus. The Institute commissioned anew edged and appreciated by the Arme-

was pulled down my father told me “The destruction of Armenians’ study by Auron, which was published nian Writers Union and government

about their Armenian neighbors. They property is a continuation of the geno- in 2003 as The Banality of Denial: officials.

were very kind and hospitable people.cide. Property of Armenians and Israel and the Armenian Genocide. It The Zoryan Institute and its sub-

They were on the same wave. Greeks is being plundered both in Mus dealt with the official policies of the sidiary, the International Institute for
“Years passed. You can feel only and in other cities.”\ State of Israel regarding the Armenian Genocide and Human Rights Studies,

hatred for Armenians in Baku, mainly According to the book entitled Genocide, which Auron decried as is the first non-profit, international

among young people. Ramil Safarovis ‘Les Arméniens dans I'Empire otto- denial. We hope that the Banality of center devoted to the research and
aglaring example. He got a life term for man alaveille du genocide’ by Raymond Denial will also be made available to documentation of contemporary is-

murdering a sleeping Armenian of- Haroutioun Kévorkian and Paul B. Armenian readers before the centen-sues with a focus on Genocide,
ficer. However, justice did not tri- Paboudjian, in 1915 Mus had 299 nial of the Armenian Genocide. Diaspora and Armenia.

umph because the victim was Arme- churches, 94 monasteries, 53 places Prof. Auron, a long-time mem- For more information please con-

nian. On August 31, 2012, Safarov of sacred places, 135 Armenian schoolsber of the Zoryan Institute’s Academic tact the Zoryan Institute by email

was extradited to Azerbaijan and par-and a cemetery. The Armenian popula-Board of Directors, has been a strongzoryan@zoryaninstitute.org or tele-

doned by President Ilham Aliyev. tion in 355 villages totaled 75,000.  advocate of raising awareness of thephone 416-250-9807.

Together We Made a Difference

By Rev. Dikran Youmshakian the village was difficult to drive on. ' - Ju ZUS Lr
We were very surprised that the van V .ﬂnH A G N |
Seven volunteers from the United and old truck carrying us and the 3
States and two volunteers from Arme- building supplies even made it to the
nia made all the difference in the Vil- clinicinthe center of the village, given
lage of Vahagni in the Lori region of the terrible road conditions. The clinic
Armenia. This group included two was in a much worse state than we hac
constructors, an engineer, a medicalanticipated. Several holes on the roof
student, two mechanics, an auditor, ahad let rain water pour through creat-
graphic designer and a minister. Theying hazardous mold on all of the walls. |
traveled on their own expense andThere was only one heater, an old| 2
dedicated their talents to renovate aportable one. Water was leaking from| *
medical clinic which was built by the old faucets. Electric wires were hang- |
Italian Government in 1989. This ing loose from the ceiling. The floor
clinic was set as a temporary facility to was in terrible condition, each step
serve seven villages by replacing amore uneven than the last. Outside theentire region. He is originally from 500 people was shut down after the
hospital which was completely de- clinic was no different with cracked Yerevan, and upon graduation took thecollapse of the Soviet Union. “Rather
stroyed during the tragic earthquakewalls and chipped paint. They had assignment to move to Vahagni to thankeepingitin operation,” Mr. Alex
of 1988. The temporary facility re- built a fence using old refrigerator serve people of these seven villages.Timaksyan, our host, said, “those in
mained in service for almost 25 yearsdoors and rusted pieces of sheet metatl am here for 34 years doing my charge sold the equipment.” The only
but needed urgent repairs. to isolate the property. Weeds hadbest,” he said, and thanked us and ouisource ofincome the village had evapo-
As we entered Vahagni, the vil- covered most of the unpaved pathorganization — Dorcas Aid America, rated justlikethat. Peopleinthe village
lage sign foreshadowed the depressindeading to the clinic. for voluntarily undertaking the reno- were forced to leave and move either
conditions that we were yet to encoun- How could such a clinic be stillin vation of this clinic. to Vanatzor or Yerevan. Today how-
ter. It was an old rusted sign in operation? “We do not have any other Life in the village is a total ever, the situation has not changed.
Armenian and Russian that was hard tochoice,” said Dr. Ashot Hagopian, who struggle. There are no businesses. A
read. The bumpy dirt road leading to is the only medical care provider in the clothing factory that once employed Continued on page 4
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Armenian Summer Camp Named After "Transport Revolution" in Armenia
Al‘ChbiShOp Vatche Hovsepian Continued from page 1 under Armenian law government di-
rectives cannot come into force before
collect that much?” being made public.
The owners of private compa- The directive signed by the mayor

nies operating Yerevan's public trans- says that transport price hikes were
port system strongly defended therequested by the 48 companies operat-
municipal government’s controversial ing Yerevan bus routes. The owners of
decision to sharply raise fares in the at least two such firms confirmed this.
capital, saying that it will save them They said the unpopular measure is the
from financial ruin. only way of offsetting their losses
Yerevan Mayor Taron Markarian, resulting from recent years’ dramatic
meanwhile, finally publicized the writ- increases in the cost of natural gas
ten decision to raise bus and minibusimported from Russia. Russian gas is
fares from 100 to 150 drams (35 U.S.used, in liquefied and pressurized
cents) and double the charge forforms, by virtually all buses and mini-
trolleybuses to 100 drams. It was buses in Armenia.
signed by him on July 19, the day Most of the minibus firms are
before the new tariffs took effect, owned by senior government officials,
sparking angry protests in the Arme- pro-government politicians and their

nian capital. relatives or cronies and are therefore

BURBANK -- The first week of Hazarian and Vice-Chair Mr. Antranik Opposition leaders immediately unlikely to be loss-making. The higher

this year's Armenian Summer Camp Zorayan. pounced on this delay, arguing thatfares are primarily aimed at maximiz-
was truly historic as campers and The Primate also reminded the ing profits made by such individuals.

invited guests gathered at the campguests that the groundbreaking cer- .
site on Monday, July 15, 2013 for the emony of the Summer Camp Chapel EU and Armenia Conclude DCFTA Talks

dedication of the “Archbishop Vatche will take place in July 2014. He noted ship. The negotiations on the trade part
Hovsepian Summer Camp.” With the that the chapel will be dedicated in of this agreement — the Deep and
assistance of Diocesan clergy, Dioc- memory of His Beatitude Archbishop increase in GDP. Removing non-tariff Comprehensive Free Trade Area
esan Primate Archbishop Hovnan Torkom Manoogian, 96th Armenian measures is key to realizing these ben{DCFTA) — were launched in May
Derderian presided over the ceremo-Patriarch of Jerusalem who also servecefits. For its part, the EU is expected to 2012. After seven rounds of negotia-
nial event. as Primate of the Western Diocesegain by some <74 million. tions, final agreement was reached on
“This holy ground is the very from 1962-1966. Archbishop The DCFTA will have significant 24 July 2013. The Commission will
place where we meet God's sereneManoogian was the founder of the impacts on Armenia's trade. The fore- now report to the EU Member States
creation and begin a new spiritual jour- Western Diocese camp mission. cast 15.2% increase in Armenian ex-on the negotiated DCFTA text. After
ney in our lives. Today'’s is historic as Archbishop Derderian also an- ports and 8.2% increase in its imports inthat, the EU and Armenia will carry out
we dedicate the Armenian Summernounced that two Diocesan priests,thelongrunwillleadimprove Armenia’s the next steps to formally mark the
Camp in the name of Archbishop namely Arch. Fr. Kevork Arakelian trade balance in relative terms. finalization of the DCFTA as part of
Vatche Hovsepian in appreciation of and Arch. Fr. Vartan Kasparian, will The EU began negotiating an As- the Association Agreement.
his many decades of compassionatebe honored with the titles of “Godfa- sociation Agreement with Armenia in The EUis Armenia's biggest trad-
service, but above all in realizing the ther of the Chapel.” The Primate noted July 2010. The aim was to replace theing partner, covering some 32% of its
acquisition of the camp for our be- Fr.Kevork’s instrumental role in find- old Partnership and Cooperation Agree-trade. Bilateral trade in goods amounted
loved campers,” said Archbishop ing the camp site and Fr. Vartan’s ment with a more advanced relation- to «951million in 2012.
Derderian in his remarks. “As we dedi- outstanding contributions in the field

cate this summer camp in his name,of Christian Education at the Western yseq as storage.” | noticed that thenian and English the name VAHAGNI.
we also celebrate the God-pleasingDiocese of the Armenian Church. — peqple in the village are thirsty to hear The mayor of the village officially
missions of Archbishop Vatche My commendation and words the Word of God. They need to expe- acknowledged our service and thanked

Hovsepian,” he continued. of gratitude go to the Summer Camp jjence love and hope that only God canus on behalf of the seven villages that
In his remarks, the Primate wel- Board and the Executive Committee prqyige. depend on this clinic. He also ex-

comed Diocesan Council members in-for their tireless dedication and the Ignoring their hardships, the vil- pressed his desire to see us next year
cluding Chairlady the Honorable Judge affection with which they serve,” said |3gers are very welcoming and hospi- with another project.
Adrienne Krikorian, former Diocesan His Eminence noting the invaluable tapje. They all invited us into their On Wednesday, July 10 as we

Council Chair Mr. Armen Hampar as work of the respective members.  homes and shared with us their homewere leaving the village we stopped at
well as Deacon Steve Adams and Di- For more information, visit grown food. The khorovadz (Pork the repaired sign and took a group
ocesan Assembly Chair Deacon Jeffwww.hyecamp.com Kebab) was most delicious. They picture with Mayor Kochinian and Dr.
were delighted to have a group of Hagopian. As we were leaving, Alex,
Together We Made a Difference Armenians from overseas. This waswho had a sense of humor said, “it is
the first time that a group of volunteers good that you cleaned the sign, but
Continued from page 3 great need of help. Minor improve- had come to help. Some villagers now the villagers, who are used to the
mentsin the village, such as paving theasked why we are doing this. “For the old rusted sign, will be confused and
There is an outflow from this village roads and providing them with agricul- love of the land and for the love of will miss the exit.”
and almost all parts of Armenia to tural tools will help support this vil- God,” we answered. While | was This new sign however will re-
Russia and overseas, as people aréage. “Thank God we are not dying of painting the back wall of the clinic, one mind the villagers that there is hope,
seeking better employment opportuni- hunger,” Alex said, “but the govern- elderly person said, “You don’t need to thatthere are Armenians inthe diaspora
ties. According to the mayor of the ment should show some mercy to thepaint here, no one will see.” “God who care. Together we can make a
Village, Mr. Bedros Kochinian, the villages. We will make this land pros- will,” | answered and started a conver- difference and we should for the sake
number of people inhabiting the village per. We are the heart of our home-sation about faith with him. He was of our Motherland.
today is 1200, but most villagers claim land,” he added. very anxious to hear more. This mission project was orga-
the number is much less. Only those You could see the pain in his and We started work on Monday, nizedby Dorcas Aid America (DorAid),
who are devoted to the land of their his wife’'s eyes. Their parents once July 1, and within 10 days, we had a Christian charitable organization
ancestors remain, yet they struggle towere exiled for 17 years in Siberia, completed our project. The roof was which is an affiliate of Dorcas Aid
survive. “We have history here,” Alex miraculously surviving and returning fixed, the mold was cleaned, the walls International based in the Netherlands.
said, “it goes back to the days of tothevillage. Their oldest son, Marat, were painted, a metal fence was builtDorcas serves in several countries
Vartanantz. Our family’s name is was 20 years old and was in military around the property, the floor was around the world including Eastern
connected with the history of service in Karabagh. In June of 2012evened and covered with linoleum, Africa, Eastern Europe, former Soviet
Vartanantz according to historian they received the painful news that heseven electric heaters and a waterRepublics and the Middle East. The
Movses Khorenatzi.” Alexwas a film had been shot and died on the way tdboiler were installed, new light fixtures focus of Dorcas is one of relief and
director once, but now he herds cowsthe hospital. The village does not havewere put in place, the bathroom wasdevelopment. For more information
and keeps chickens. His work startsa church, so his body was just laid in renovated, a new refrigerator was pur-please visit www.dorcas.net or
before dawn and does not end untila cemetery overlooking the village. chased and was gifted to the clinic. www.doraidamerica.org.
much after dusk. They have fields, The only church buildinginthe village The clinic is now operational to the
but no equipment for agriculture. He was unfortunately destroyed during satisfaction of the doctor and the Rev. Dikran Youmshakian is the
and others like him who are dedicatedthe earthquake and was never rebuiltmayor. We also had to renovate theDirector of DorAid America and the
to staying in Vahagni are the only hope “It was not functional anyway,” Alex sign at the entrance of the village. Pastor of the Armenian Bible Church
for the future. However, they are in said, “for during the Soviet era, it was People now clearly can read in Arme- of Hackensack, NJ.

Continued frompage 1
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