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European Parliament Gives Green Light to Armenia Demonstrates its Modern Warfare
EU-Armenia Visa Facilitation Agreement Amid Commander Drills

Armenian citizens will face fewer
hurdles to travel to the EU for short §
stays, under an EU-Armenia visa fa-
cilitation agreement backed by the Eu-§
ropean Parliament on Wednesday.
MEPs also gave their green light to an
EU-Armenia agreement on the read-
mission of persons residing without
authorization.

The EU-Armeniavisa facilitation
agreement aims to facilitate the issue
of short-stay visas for an intended staymainly to mobility of citizens, whichiis
of no more than 90 days per period of essential in building people-to-people
180 days. contacts”, says rapporteur Edit Bauer

— — i

-

The new rules will make the pro- (EPP, SK). T e e —g—-—-:__-_‘j
cedures quicker (the decision will have The EU has already concluded e — T ﬁ'ﬁ"—;—'-“":....l..._
. . . S . . R e, i e
to be taken within 10 days, in urgent visa facmtatlon_ agreements W|th nine - f— i — T R ==
cases two days or less), cheaper (themon-EU countries. From countries of S — S — T e e, _a

visa fee for processing applications of South Caucasus there is such agree - — -
Armenian citizens shall amount to 35 ment concluded only with Georgia so Armenian government members followed the mass military exercises

*) and less bureaucratic (the docu-far, butthe negotiations with Azerbaijan YEREVAN -- Armenia demon- mander and staff exercises were held

ments to be presented regarding theare a‘!ready under way. __ strated its modern warfare during the in "Baghramyan" Military Centre target
purpose of the journey have been sim- To balance the visa facilitation .ommander and staff exercises “Re-range to enhance the level of coordina-
plified for some categories of persons, agreement, effective measures are alsq .1jon-2013". Operative-tactic missiles tion of the work of the governmental
in particular for close relatives, mem- needed to prevent and control illegal gcyp and 8k14-1, antiaircraft missile and military administrative bodies in
bers of official delegations, students, migration flows”, Ms Bauer adds.  gystems €300, “OCA” complexes, case of possible aggration of military-
business people, journalists, scientists, ~ Readmission agreements go UsU- k", “Baze” and other drones, political situation and implementing new
etc). N _allyhand-in-hand with visafacilitation 5 gislocation systems and weapons ofand efficient methods in the system.

_ There are also simplified criteria agreements. The objective of this agree-armenjan production were presented. Prime Minister Tigran Sarkisian,
forissuing multiple-entry visas. Arme- ment is to establish, on the basis of e representatives of the ArmenianDefense Minister Seyran Ohanian, and
nian citizens who are holders of diplo- reciprocity, rapld an_d_ eff_ectlve Proce- government followed the mass mili- all the higher officials of the state's
matic passports are exempted fromdures for the identification and safe 5y exercises from a vantage ground.administration system and Armed Forces
the visa requirement for short stays. and orderly return of persons residing pring “Reaction-2013" commander attended the exercises titled "Work of

Armenia already exempts all EU without authorization. and staff exercises a special scene wathe State's Higher Officials in Making

citizens from the visa obligation since The agregments will enter into planned and played out where deci-Strategic and Political Decisions".
10 January 2013. _ force on the first day of the second gions were to be made in extraordinary The members of the Government
“The simplified visa regime can month after the last party to ratify them ;o qe situation. led by the Prime Minister passed

bring a new impetus to cooperation, notifies the other that it has done so. The steps were meant to pushthrough a territory called "Prohibited

back the enemy’s aggression and planZzone of Psychological Surmount”,

. . counter-strike scenarios. The steps ofwhere the situation resembles war con-
Armenian National Assembly Appl‘OVC the government bodies and agencies irditions. Later, the members of the

President’s Amnesty Pl‘OpOSﬁl these situations were planned. TheGovernment watched the demonstra-
normative acts needed for the transfertions of the intelligencers and special

. of the government system to a highertask forces, which proved the high
YEREVAN—The Armenianpar- per considers him a political prisoner. alert situation were clarified. level of combat-readiness of the Armed

liament approved on Thursday a gen- Dozens of other, more promi- "Reaction - 2013" strategic com- Forces of the Republic of Armenia.

eral amnesty that will lead to the re- ont loyalists of HAK leader Levon
lease of hundreds of individuals serv- Tor_petrosian were freed after simi-

ing prison sentences for various crimes. |5 amnesties declared by the Arme- World Bank: Armenia Has the Highest Level

Arelevantbill proposed by Presi- njan gquthorities in 2011 and 2009. . e st
dent Serzh Sarkisian and dedicated to.l_hey all were Jalled as part of a 2008 Of Entfepfeneurlal A.Cthlty in the Caucasus

the 22nd anniversary of Armenia’s st election government crackdown _
independence was unanimously ap-gn Ter-Petrosian’s opposition move- YEREVAN — Armenia has by

proved by the National Assembly. Par- ant. far the highest level of entrepreneurial
liament speaker Hovik Abrahamian The amnesty will also apply to a activity among the countries of the
called it a “humanitarian” measure. number of high-ranking officials and Caucasus, according to the new World
Justice Minister Hrayr clerks, convicted for bribery over the Bank report “Fostering Entrepreneur-
Tovmasian, who presented the bill to past few years. Tigran Arakelyan, ship in Armenia”. Armenia’s entrepre-
lawmakers, said that up to 600 con-¢5rmer head of road police Margar neurial culture is built largely on the
victs and individuals charged with Ohanyan, former head of the RA VerY strong math and science founda-
crimes committed before September 1pgjice’s Criminal Investigation Depart- tion established during the Soviet era.
will'be released from prison by the end ant Hovhannes Tamamyan (Sen_However, it still needs to tackle the
of December. Hundreds of others will {anced to four years), and RepublicanbOttIeneCkS to business growth andf =
have their prison sentences shortened\/aden Khachikyan, former head of entrepreneurship.
he said. State Service of Social Welfare at the The findings of the study, which
Among those expected to be freed Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs is based on an Entrepreneurship sur
is Tigran Arakelian, an opposition ac- qy1d pe pardoned under the amnesty’&Y conducted in 2012,were discussed
tivist who was arrested two years ago |4, during a one-day seminar, organizedEntrepreneurship in Armenia” report,
and subsequently sentenced to six The bill on the amnesty will apply by the World Bank with participation through the first of a series of planned
years’ imprisonment on highly contro- 5 those who committed a crime be- ©f Government agencies, representastakeholder consultations, hope to fa-
versial assault charges. The opposi-qe September 1 of 2013, inclusive. tives from tertiary education and en- cilitate the exploration of policy op-
tion Armenian National Congress terprises, and associations.
(HAK), of which Arakelian is a mem- Continued on page 3 The authors of the “Fostering Continued on page 4
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Report: Armenian Population Declines Freedom of the Net Report 2013 Ranks
Armenia Among “Free” Countries

YEREVAN -- The rates of emi-
gration from Armenia is terrifying.
The brain drain deprives the country
of intellect that could be used to foster
economic growth. This information is
included in the recent report on the
survey on the decline of the Armenian
population, which was presented dur-
ing the International Conference on|. The report in
Demographic Challenges in Armenia cludes Armenia in th
organized jointly by the UN FPA and for higher pay and better opportunities list of 17 countries rate
the Ministry of Labor and Social Af- for use of their professional qualifica- as“Free”topped by Ic
fairs. Invited guests were Armenian tions. The survey reveals that part of theland, Estonia and Ge
researchers from Australia and the Armenian populationis goingto moveto many. Georgia is a
United States. other countries. other country in the r

Victor Aghadjanian of Arizona State According to the survey, emigra- gion ranked as “Free.
University introduced the impact of in- tion is boosted by systemic issues As for Armenia’s
ternational migration on Armenian com- such as centralization of business andcheighbors, Azerbaijan
munity households. Namely, the survey monopolies, issues in education andand Turkey are rated as Partly Free,fourth reportin a series of comprehen-
in Tavush, Ararat and Gegharkunik found judicial sectors. The report states thatwhile Iran is at the very bottom. Russia sive studies of internet freedom around
that migrant families are less likely to the business sector is handled by as also classified as “Partly Free.”  the globe and covers developments in
engage in farming. There is no evidencegroup of people who are also directly According to the report, the ac- 60 countries that occurred between
that rural migrant workers will earn involved in public administration, su- cess to internetin Armenia has signifi- May 2012 and April 2013. The coun-
money abroad and return to their homepervising specific areas or sector of cantly improved over the past few tries were chosen to provide a repre-
to buy farming land and develop agricul- economy. This makes smaller com-years, with the internet penetration sentative sample with regards to geo-
ture. In other words, migrants do not petitors vulnerable, causes unemploy-rate increasing from approximately 6 graphical diversity and economic de-
invest money in Armenia. ment, unequal distribution of funds percentin 2007 to 39 percent in 2012.velopment, as well as varying levels of

Polls in the mentioned regions over the society, the report holds. “Atthe same time, however, there political and media freedom.
revealed that the wives of married The report also touches upon have been minimal efforts to improve Over 60 researchers, nearly all
migrantsare ready to leave Armenia relations with the Diaspora. The au- community access to the internet andbased in the countries they analyzed,
with their children. Hence, according to thors of the report think it is necessary digital literacy remains somewhat low, contributed to the project by research-
Victor Aghadjanian, migration tends to to draft a clear strategy and action planwith television remaining the predomi- ing laws and practices relevant to the
uproot the economy. He says it takes afor repatriation and admission of nant source by which people receivedigital media, testing the accessibility
separate survey on the possible impacDiaspora Armenians returning to the news and information,” the report of select websites, and interviewing a

NEW YORK —
Armeniais rated highi
the Freedom of the N
2013 report releas
today by the Freedo
House.

FREEDOM ON THE NET 2013

ADLDORAL ASSESSAENT OF |MTERMET AMD I TAL M E [HLA,

| L [Trsvemn [ v s [ o s

of membership to the Customs Union onhomeland. reads. wide range of sources, among other
migration flow. It will definitely have an The officials of the Ministry of Freedom on the Net 2013 is the research activities.
impact if Armenia becomes a member of Labor and Social Affairs are not hiding
the CU, the expert says. the demographic plight in Armenia. -~ Stepanakert Hosts Conference on Artsakh’s
The report does not express anyDeputy Minister Petrosyan announced . . .
optimism. The survey revealed that during the conference that the rate of National Liberation Struggle

emigration of young people is deter- poverty is at 35%, unemployment is
mined by the lack of opportunities for high, the country is facing grave prob- "I-.__\“
professional growth and development, lems with territorial development and a

as well as the wish to live in a society health. According to the deputy minis-

with better protection of human rights, ter, the index of birth is very low, so it | u

democracy and governance. Accord-does not enable simple growth. [ ke ———— D
ing to another surveyovering the According to the deputy minister,

whole territory of Armenia, one third of the causes are the devastating earth

all respondents is going to leave thequake in 1988 that was followed by the |}
country during the next two years. In collapse ofthe Soviet Union, the Karabakh

ing to leaving for other countries seeking by Azerbaijan and Turkey.

Armenia to Use Proceeds From Eurobonds
to Repay Russian Loan

YEREVAN — Armenia willuse announced in May plans for a debut
most of the proceeds from the recentEurobond issue. STEPANAKERT — On October tion of national statehood is one of the
sale of its first-ever Eurobonds for The government’s announcement 4 President Bako Sahakyan partook inlongest national liberation struggles in
repaying a $500 million Russian loan on Thursday amounted to an official the international conference “Artsakh’s the world history with restoring free,
ten years ahead of schedule, the govconfirmation that Moscow will not national liberation struggle: From sovereign and powerful national state-
ernment announced on Thursday. freeze or reschedule the loan’s repay-Gyulistan till our days” in capital hood, ensuring its continuous develop-

The government said that the ment despite Yerevan's controversial Stepanakert. mentand strengthening being the inalter-
rest of about $700 million raised on decision earlier in September to join a In his speech President Sahakyanable supreme strategic objective.
international markets on September 19Russian-led customs union. considered important holding such in- Turning to the current stage of
will be spent on lending programs for Speaking at a cabinet session,ternational scientific eventsforin-depth the Artsakh state building process
small and medium-sized businesses a®rime Minister Tigran Sarkisian re- understanding of the Artsakh issue, President Sahakyan underlined thatwe
well as partly financing the state bud- jected opposition criticism of the Eu- comprehensive monitoring of regional had no way back, adding that indepen-

get deficit. robond sale. In particular, his political processes and making more accuratélence and security of Artsakh are
The Russian government ex- opponents claim that the governmentprojections of possible developments. unique values that are not subject to
tended the commercial loan to theis significantly increasing Armenia’s According to the President, the any speculation, Central Information

authorities in Yerevan in June 2009 atforeign debt without contributing to Armenian nation’s aspiration for afree Department of the Office of the NKR
the height of a global financial crisis sustainable economic development. and sovereign existence and restoraPresident reported.
that plunged the Armenian economy “This is a process that will boost
into severe recession. The money wasour international reputation,” insisted cesses in Armenia,” Sarkisian said. Heconsidered an impoverished country by
meant to alleviate consequences of theSarkisian. “Unfortunately, there are claimedthatthe Eurobond issue will also international standards, and is now enter-
economic crisis. people who want to throw mud at any lower the cost of external borrowing for ing a category of countries with medium
The Russians set a 4-year graceachievement.” private Armenian companies. incomes,” he told fellow cabinet mem-
period for the credit repayable in 15 “For the first time ever Armenia For his part, Finance Minister Davit bers. “This means that financial institu-
years, meaning that the Armenian sidehas found itself on investors’ map, and Sargsian insisted that the governmenttions like the International Monetary Fund,
was due to start repaying it in the from now on more than 100 authorita- simply has no choice but to turn to private the World Bank and the Asian Develop-
second half of this year. The Armenian tive investors will be closely onitor-  foreign investors for badly needed funds.ment Bank will now be giving Armenia
government had this in mind when it ing financial and macroeconomic pro- “The Republic of Armenia is no longer less and less concessional loans.”
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Serbian filmmaker Emir Kusturica Accuses

Turkey of Genocide Denial

ANTALYA —Serbianfilmmaker city’s annual festival, where they were

Emir Kusturica left Antalya on Sun- greeted warmly and enthusiastically

day, just one day after the southernby the city’s officials.

city’s Golden Orange International Film Dismissing accusations that he
Festival, where he was going to servewas supportive of war criminals,
as a member of the international fea-Kusturica added: “A person who has
ture competition jury, opened its 47th dedicated his life to opening new hori-

year with a ceremony marked by con- zons to humanity cannot be supportive

troversy, reports Turkish daily ofanykind of crime. ... | am known to
Today’s Zaman. be anti-imperialist. | have built my life
The 47th edition of Antalya’s and profession on this basis. .
annual cinematic fare is now clouded | was fighting for [during the time of
with politically charged statements and the Bosnian war] was a united Yugo-
protests. The festival, billed by Turkey’s slavia,” the filmmaker said.
movie industry as the country’s most Minister Gunay was quick to re-
prestigious film festival, has thus been ply to Kusturica’s “unfortunate state-
marred by a scandal, drawing the eventments” on Sunday. “I suppose [inter-
away from its main target of boosting preters] provided him with false and
Turkey’s movie industry.

cally acclaimed films a8Jnderground”
and “The Time of the Gypsies,” la- was leaving. | wouldn’t want to speak
beling reactions to his being a mem-behind an artist's back. | wish this

Massis Weekly

“What National Instruments,” “Olymp Engi-

exaggerated translations [of what hap-
The famed director of such criti- pened]. | guess that's why he made
those unfortunate statements while he

DigiTec Expo 2013 Opens in Yerevan

YEREVAN — The ninth annual Mobile,” “Instigate,” “Orange Arme-
DigiTec Expo opened in the Armenian Nia,” “LanAr Service,” “Mentor Graph-
capital Yerevan on Friday, withanum- ics ~ Development  Services,”
ber of leading local and foreign com- “Microsoft,” “Monitis GFA” and oth-
panies showcasing their products and€rs.
services. The number of visitors this year

The display hosted by the exhibi- is expected to exceed lastyear’s, which
tion hall of the Yerevan Institute of Stood at 24,000.

Mathematical Machines will be held till IT Industry Growing in Armenia
Monday. According to Prime Minister

President Serzh Sarkisian at- Tigran Sarkisian, Armenia’s informa-

tended the opening of the exhibition. tiontechnology industry has been grow-
He reportedly visited a number of pa- ing at double-digit rates and is now a
vilions at the exhibition, talked to par- major export-oriented sector of the
ticipants, got acquainted with innova- domestic economy.
tions offered by participating compa- “Today our country generates 5
nies. percent of global output in microchip
Digitec-2-380x2400ver 120 lo- development and design, which is a
cal and international companies from large share for us and a specialization
Canada, Singapore, Russia and USAwhere we have a comparative advan-
take part at the exhibition. This year tage,” he told an annual international
the exhibition is represented in greaterconference in Yerevan that discussed
content and new format. At the first ways of supporting the sector.
floor the engineering sector represents  “Allmajor companies of the world
over 30 companies, such as “10x En-Specializing in microchip design keep
gineering,” “Ani-Test,” “Bitlis-Men”, ~ Armenia at the center of their atten-
“Innovative Solutions, “Integrator,” tion. What is more, they send their
Museum of Science and Technique,specialists here for retraining,” added

“Mush-Technologies,” “Nairi-Tech,” the premier.
IT industry executives say that

neering,” “Pegasus Logic,” “Project the sector's growth would have been
Integration” and so on. even faster if the quality of education at

The software and internet solu- the computer science and microelec-
tions, telecommunication, educational tronics departments of Armenian uni-
sector, system integrators and equip-Versities was adequate. They complain
ment suppliers are represented on théhat many university graduates need to
second floor. Among them you can undergo further training before they
find “GNC Alpha,” “Satis,” “Instigate ~ ¢an work for their companies.

Yerevan State University Now Open
to the Diaspora

ber of the jury at the festival as debate had never taken place. | wish Comprehensive distance learning program launched in Armenian Studies

“barbaric and primitive,” said he was we only watched his films [in the
withdrawing from the jury and can- festival] and a politically motivated

celing the rest of his program in debate had not been triggered,” the

Antalya, which also included work- ministertold the Anatolia news agency.

shops with film students.
Speaking in a press conferenceshadow the Antalya film festival,” he

on Sunday at an Antalya hotel, added.

Kusturica said: “l don’t even want to On Saturday Nationalist Move-

make a plea, but ... I'd like to thank ment Party (MHP) Antalya City Coun-

Mayor [Mustafa] Akaydin and the cil member Resat Oktay protested the

people of Antalya for the warm recep- festival’s organizers for inviting
tion. As for the culture [and tourism] Kusturica to the festival, shouting his
minister of this country, | now see him objection while Akaydin was about to

as an enemy because he deserves thisdeliver his opening speech at the
referring to Culture and Tourism Min- festival’'s opening gala at the famous

ister Ertugrul Gunay'’s protest against Glass Pyramid.

him by not attending Saturday’s open- Oktay was immediately taken

ing gala of the festival. outside the hall by security person-
“If you are that sensitive about nel. Outside the hall, Oktay told re-

“I hope these arguments do not over-

YEREVAN--The B - |

Distance Learning Lab
ratory at Yerevan Staﬁ

Dislanca

University (YSU) an- Learning

nounced today th AEFOME Al LIHIT

launch O {imrrrrryry (SYATRAES GF DuR 01
DistanceLearning.am- o b e o

a pioneering program ¢ e e —

English-languag
courses, which can Kk
taken by anyone wit

access to a compute e i -1
“For too long oun s -

language, culture, and

history have been keptin select univer-are invited to take YSU-certified courses
sities of the world,” said Dr. Artashes in the various eras of Armenian His-

Khurshudyan, director of the virtual tory, Genocide, Comparative Geno-

program. “But now we must deliver to cide, and the Armenian Diaspora. These

genocides, why don't you then speakporters that he staged the protestiN® démand of the 21st century. Con-have been developed by leading ex-

aboutthe Genocide perteptrated agaisnton behalf of the citizens of Antalya.”
Armenians during the World War I. | Claiming Kusturica was a “racist ...
have always been against the crimesvho had no respect for Bosnian
committed against humanity in Bosnia. Muslims,” Oktay said: “Artists have
And if | live thousands of years, | will to have universal [appeal]. An artist

again be against genocide,” said he. cannot be racist. | made this to con-
On Sunday Kusturica also noted demn a person who supports massa-

that just a few months ago he and hiscre being invited to this festival. As
No Smoking Orchestra, which also a member of the Antalya City Coun-
performed on Saturday in Antalya, cil, | was elected by the citizens of
visited the northwestern city of Bursa this city. | condemn Akaydin for
for a live performance as part of the inviting this man to the festival.”

temporary education itself must be perts, scholars, and professors from
democratized and become as accesall over the world.

sible as possible. This distance learn- “DistancelLearning.am is a vir-

ing program will also contribute to the tual university in itself,” Khurshudyan

dissemination of Armenian issues added, “a virtual university where

across the world.” courses in Armenian Studies are being
For years the Distance Learning taught 24 hours a day. At any moment
Laboratory, which is housed in the anybody in the world can walk into our

Department of Sociology, has beenuniversity and begin or continue his
developing this program—which is the education.”

University’s first diaspora-oriented

initiative. Now Armenians everywhere www.distancelearning.am

President’s Amnesty Proposal

Continued frompage 1

As opposed to the previous amnestieshey turned.8, who have no prior convic-
this one covers alarger scope ofgich  tions. Participants of the active hostilities
tions: convicts with disabilities of 1st for Armenia’s and Karabakh's defense,

and 2nd rank, over 60 years of age,
those who committed a crime before Adibekyan, the act of amnesty means

who have no prior conviction records. system, although, in general is a hu-
According to sociologist Aharon manitarian approach.

The first amnesty in Armenia

the judicial systemin the country is not was declared on June 5, 1995 on the

rational, not fundamental and high- occasion of the adoption of Armenian

lights the imperfection of the legal Constitution.
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A Jewel Reborn in Gyumri: Grand Opening of New Book:

the Octet Music School David of Sassoun
Critical Studies on the Armenian Epic

i i FRESNO — David of Sassoun:
LY e Critical Studies on the Armenian Epic M#Smswn
(The Press at California State Univer-|  gjsieal Stdies on the Armenisn Epic
sity, Fresno, 2013), 228 pages, a col-
lection of essays by the world’s fore-
most scholars on the great oral epic of

Armenia, edited by Dickran Kouymjian
and Barlow Der Mugrdechian, has just
been published as the newest addition
to the Armenian Series of Fresno
State’s Armenian Studies Program.
David of Sassoun is the fourth title in
the Armenian Series established
through The Press at California State
University, Fresno.

The essays, by Charles Dowsett, the
Dickran Kouymjian, Aram Ter- 3
Lefttoright- FAR Board chairman Randy Sapah-Gulian, Grantand Janet Mardigian, Ghevondlan,- Earl R An(_jerson,,Cr}a_ke -:::':::__ of
and Archbishop Khajag Barsamian Der Melkonian-Minassian, Frédéric : nly
Feydit, Arpiné Khatchadourian, Aram known version of the epic recorded
By Florence Avakian the bulk of the rebuilding project onto Tolegian, Chaké Der Melkonian- anywhere in the Diaspora. Because of

their strong shoulders. They openedMinassian, Vahé Oshagan, as well asthe publicity generated by the Sympo-

The opening of any event is a their generous hearts to provide thisan original poem on David by Ashough sium, Lilyan Chooljian of Fresno,
cause for festivity, but when It in- city, and its yaing artists with an insti- Hovnani, were presented at a Sympo-present at the conference, who had
volves a benefitto children, itbecomes tution worthy of their aspirations.” Ex- sium organized by Dr. Kouymjian the recorded a recitation of the variant
a special celebration. On Friday, Sep-pressing his “deepest gratitude and adyear after he was invited to the campussome years earlier, brought it to the
tember 20, in Armenia’s second larg- miration” to the Mardigian family, he to establish a new Program devoted toattention of Dr. Kouymjian.
est city, Gyumri, the opening of the declared that the “dreams of this school,Armenian Studies. He saw it as Thanks to a generous grant from
Octet Music School in Gyumri took and especially the children of Gyumri Fresno’s contributionto the commemo- the Dolores Zohrab Liebmann Fund
place to great fanfare. have become a beautiful reality.” ration of the centennial celebration of and the M. Victoria Karagozian Kazan

Attending this auspicious event The Mardigian Foundation, led the discovery and publication of the and Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Fund,
were the President of Armenia Serzhby Edward and Janet Mardigian andepic poem, which had survived until and the efforts of Professor Der
Sarkisian, the Primate of the Armenian their sons, Matthew and Grant, is alsothe 1970s orally, passed on, genera-Mugrdechian to include the volume in
Diocese (eastern) Archbishop Khajaga major benefactor of the FAR tion after generation, for more than athe Armenian Series of monographs
Barsamian, and noted philanthropistsChildren’s Center in Yerevan, and in thousand years by anonymous villagethe Program sponsors, the book is
Edward and Janet Mardigian and son2012 made an unprecedented commitbards. now available to the general public.
Grant who with the Fund for Armenian ment to funding FAR’s “Breaking the Every serious scholar from Ar- The critical brilliance of many of
Relief (FAR) were the major contribu- Life Cycle of Poverty” program in menia, France, England, Canada, andhe essays, at times challenging tradi-
tors to this project. Also present were Armenia’s poverty-stricken Tavoush the United States who had publishedtional views held on the epic and how
members of the Board of Directors of region. Their involvement in Armenia on the Armenian epic was invited to it should be presented and understood,
the Fund for Armenian Relief, (FAR), was the inspiration of Janet Mardigian participate in the International Sympo- will provide much source material for
and renowned musician lan Gillan. who visited Armenia several years agosium entitled “David of Sassoun: The scholars.

But it was the group of students as a Diocesan Council member. “We Armenian Folk Epic after a Century.” David of Sassoun: Critical Stud-
and teachers of this sparkling new have to do something over there. There In addition to the papers of the jes on the Armenian Epic is available
school built with Armenia’s famed tuff is so much need,” she said at the time conference, the current volume con-from:
stone, who visibly were the most ec- Going together to see the original tains an introduction outlining the his- The Press at Fresno State: email-
static. Smiling broadly, with eyes glis- appalling condition of the Octet Music tory of the epic as well as a concise press@csufresno.edu; telephone 559-
tening, 35 of the 120 students showedSchool four years ago, and seeing thasummary of all the episodes of the 278-3056
their extraordinary talents for which some children walked more than two official version established by a team Armenian Studies Program: email
they are well-known, by playing sev- miles to reach the cold, dark, dingy andof scholars in Erevan in 1939. The barlowd@csufresno.edu; telephone
eral beloved Armenian compositions unstable structure, Edward and Janetssays are as fresh today as they werg59-278-2669
tothe delight of the large throng. Young Mardigianimmediately took onthe project. - -
student Dadiana Mikaelian, glowing It was in September of 2012 that Armenia Has the nghest Level of
with happiness commented, “Before the Mardigians with their two sons, . . .
we were very cold with the wind Matthew and Grant, visited the school Entrepreneurlal ACthlty

constantly blowing. Now, we will be where renovations were already un-Continuedfrompage 1 tially improved versions of the previous
comfortable and able to advance in ourderway. In a symbolic ceremony, ones. This was in sharp contrast with
work which we love.” Matthew and Grant put a time capsuletions that would lead to the enhancementhe respondents in Georgia, where only

Archbishop Barsamian, President into the foundation. “Watching my of entrepreneurial activity in the coun- 7 percent of surveyed firms indicated
of the FAR Board, in his inspiring two boys, signified for me that the try. Throughout the presentation they that they had. More than 80 percent of
address at the opening, recalled thetradition of my family and my parents discussed innovative activities in exist- the new products and services in Arme-
critical time in Gyumri which suffered was working and being carried on,” ing firms along with detailed case studiesnia were new to the market, and 3
greatly as a result of the 1988 tragicrelates Mr. Mardigian. that complement the findings aimed at percent were new to the world. How-
earthquake. The Octet Music School highlighting the determinants of high- ever, business entry and creation is low
in Gyumri “was always a training Little Shining Stars growth entrepreneurship. in Armenia with only 2percent of Arme-
ground for children of extraordinary Seeing the new school and the One of the peculiarities of entrepre- nians owning a business compared to
musical talent where children had to beaming students a year later, Grant, aneurship in Armenia noted in the report 4percent of Georgians.
take classes in tin and wooden broken-free-lancer in the engineering and pro-was the unusually high educational attain- Despite the high level of entrepre-
down shelters left over from the tem- duction areas of music, and who spokement level, with 75 percent of firm neurial activity evidenced by the report,
porary emergency housing of the di- at the opening, called it “pretty cool”. founders having a postgraduate or doc-entrepreneurs in the country still face
saster zone. Now after 20 years, theseMatthew and Grant are part of the toral degree. Armenian founders of firms sjgnificant obstacles that require policy
gifted children have an institution wor- family’s Mardigian Foundation started inboth high-tech and non-high-techfirms action as discussed in the report and
thy of their aspirations.” by their grandparents Edward and Helenhad similar education characteristics while presented during the seminar. “It is con-

Mardigian. in Georgia firms in high-tech sectors had cerning that in setting up or operating a
Angels of Mercy At the close of the ceremony, a larger share of founders with a post-firm, businesses experience difficulty

The Primate paid tribute to the President Sarkisian, Grant Mardigian, graduate degree or a doctoral degree. recruiting highly skilled employees, mar-
“angels of mercy”, lan Gillan, Tony Jon Dee, the youth of the community, Armenian firms were found to be ket risk or uncertainties, and difficulty
lommi, Geoff Downes, John Dee, the and other special guests planted treedighly innovative according to recent finding necessary funding,” said Aurora
All-Armenia Fund, the Fund for Arme- in the schoolyard donated by the Ar- research in which more than two-thirds Ferrari, World Bank Sector Manager of
nian Relief (FAR), and most of all to menia Tree Project to green the site ofof surveyed firms indicated that their Financial & Private Sector Develop-
Edward and Janet Mardigian who “took the re-born music school. products were either new or substan-ment, Europe and Central Asia.
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Performance by:

HAROUT HAGOPIAN

Satunday

9, 2013

Starting at 8:00 p.m

N ove

At the Arbat Banquet
711 S. San Fernando Rd. Burbank; €

For more info. call: (626)7 97-T651
Donation §75.%¢
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