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European Court: Protest Against Davutoglu’s Visit
Armenian Genocide Denial No Crime Staged in Yerevan

Constitutes Freedom of Expression

EL'HCEP
COUR EUR

)
st

P s g £y -
YEREVAN — Activists from So- “Stop the blockade”. They held ban-

STRASBOURG -- The European The ECHR ruling stated that “the Cial Democrat Hunchakian Party’s nerscalling on Turkey torecognize the
Court of Human Rights (ECHR) ruled free exercise of the right to openly Sargis Tkhruni student-youth union, Armenian Genocide by the Ottoman
Dec. 17 that denial of the 1915 massdiscuss questions of a sensitive andArmenian Revolutionary Federation Empire in 1915 and to stop its anti-
killings of Armenians as genocide falls controversial nature is one of the fun- Dashnaktsutyun party’s Nikol Armenian policies. _ ,
under freedom of expression, follow- damental aspects of freedom of ex-Aghbalyan student and youth union, “We are protesting against
ing an appeal from a Turkish politician pression and distinguishes a tolerantalong with representatives of other Davutoglu’s visit to Yerevan. We also

to his conviction in Switzerland. and pluralistic democratic society from opposition forces rallied early Thurs- demand that Turkey’s current leaders
The court, which upholds the a totalitarian or dictatorial regime.” ~ day morning in front of Armenia and current generation recognize the
47-nation European Convention on The original case emerged from Marriott Hotel to protest against Armenian Genocide. We also demand

Human Rights, said a Swiss law againstPerincek’s participation in a number of Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet Compensation because Turkey seized
genocide denial violated the principle conferences in Switzerland in 2005, Davutoglu who Thursday arrived in our territories,” one of the demonstra-
of freedom of expression. during which he publicly denied that Yerevan to attend the 29th session oftors said. , _

The ruling has implications for the Ottoman Empire had perpetratedthe Organization of the Black Sea Eco- Davutoglu made his way into the

other European states such as Francéhe crime of genocide against the Ar- nomic Cooperation (BSEC) Marriott hotel from its back entrance
which have tried to criminalize the menian people in 1915. Demonstrators chanted “shame” apparently to avoid facing the demon-
refusal to apply the term "genocide" to The Lausanne Police Courtfound and waved posters saying: “Stop thestrators against his visit outside the
the massacres of Armenians duringPeringek guilty of racial discrimination occupation of Armenian land” and meeting venue.
the breakup of the Ottoman empire. on March 9, 2007, based on the Swiss
A Swiss court had fined the leader Criminal Code. After a complaint filed . R . 11 . 3]
of the leftist Turkish Workers' Party, by the Switzerland-Armenia Associa- Turleh FM: 1915 Armenian Deportatlon
Dogu Perincek, for having branded tion on July 15, 2005, the court found Inhumane

talk of an Armenian genocide "an inter- that Peringek’s motives were of a “racist . , ,
national lie" during a 2007 lecture tour ISTANBUL -- The “deporta- you see the deportation, which | see

in Switzerland Continuedonpage4 tion” of Armenians in 1915 was in- as a totally wrong practice done by
humane, and Turkey has never sup-[the Ottoman-era rulers under the

. ported the move, Foreign Committee of Union and Progress].
Sevan leanyan Sentenced to TWO Year Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said yes- It was inhumane,” Davutoglu told a

Prison by Turkish Court terday as he made alandmark visittogroup of reporters en route to
Armenia for the Black Sea Economic Yerevan, the Huriyet Daily News

Cooperation (BSEC) group meeting. reports.

ISTANBUL — Turkish-Armenian

writer and linguist Sevan Nisanyan The Foreign Ministers of Armenia “Our primary aim is not only
received a two-year jail sentence over, and Turkey had a meeting on theeto open the Turkish-Armenian bor-
charges related to an illegal construc- sidelines of the summit. der but also to form a foundation

tion in Izmir’'s Sirince village, where
he lives.

A Turkish court also found
Nisanyan guilty of”publicly insulting
the religious values of part of the popu-

“We are very pleased with the that will pave the way for a com-
meeting with Edward Nalbandian; it prehensive peace,” Davutoglu said.
was candid. The primary aim is to “It has three pillars. The first one
_ build an environment of dialogue on is relations between Turkey and
.#—— a strong basis,” Davutoglu said after Armenia. The second one is
lation”. In a 2012 post he wrote about the meeting, while dismissing claims Azerbaijani-Armenian relations.
“Innocence of Muslims,” which ] - that he suggested to Armenia that itThis also includes Georgian-Abkhaz
sparked protests across the Arabl ' & [ N withdraw from two regions in ties. The third one is relations be-
world. He was sentenced to one yea ' Nagorno-Karabakh. tween Turks and Armenians,” he
and 45 days in prison, higher than the _ Davutoglu expressed his hope said.
usual nine months, because the of- that a collective consciousness be- “If one of the pillarsis crippled,
fense was committed through the “It is politically motivated be- tween the two countries could be it will create distress. Let’s say we
press. cause in this community, those who created with a “just memory.” opened the Armenian border gate. If

Nisanyan accused the court of try to be an individuals and stand firm “We say ‘just memory.” What | a war breaks out between Armenia
issuing a politically-motivated verdict. on their ideas have always been pun-mean with that is we should know and Azerbaijan, then we would be
In a country littered with illegal con- ished,” he told Agence France-Pressethe facts. Then we see that Turkish-forced to close it again. The hardest

Ll

structions, Nisanyan said the court The 56-year old is one of the Armenian relations do not date backthing is to defrost the iceberg of the
ruling on Dec. 12 was punishment for leading linguists of Turkey, and he like German-Jewish ties. In every status quo. You could start a war
his outspoken views about restrictions street, there is a common sign. when you trying to defrost it,” he

on freedom of expression in Turkey. Continued on page 4 After you discover this, then said.
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Armenia Again Excluded From Armenia Condemns Azerbaijani
U.S. Millennium Challenge Cease-Fire Violations
WASHINGTON, DC (RFE/RL) The issue was most probably on YEREVAN --m

-- The United States has again refusedhe agenda of a November 22 meetingYerevan has accusd
to resume multimillion-dollar economic in Washington of the U.S-Armenia Joint Baku of serious ceasgl
assistance to Armenia under its Millen- Economic Task Force (USATF), an fire violations along thg
nium Challenge Account (MCA) pro- intergovernmental body mainly deal- contact line betwee
gram designed to foster reforms ining with broader American assistance Azerbaijan ang
developing nations. to Armenia. Statements on that meet-Nagorno-Karabakh re

Armenia is not on the newly up- ing made by the U.S. State Departmentpublic, includingone o
dated list of eight countries, most of and Armenian officials did not mention December 14 in which
them in Africa, currently eligible for the MCA. a26-year-old Armenia
such aid. The Millennium Challenge Finance Minister Davit Sargsian, officer was killed in &
Corporation (MCC), a U.S. govern- who headed the Armenian delegationshoot-out. The soldie
mentagency administering the scheme at the USATF meeting, confirmed on Hrant Poghosian, wg
released it following a meeting of its Thursday that Yerevan was notdeemedshot and killed b
executive board in Washington this eligible for the additional U.S. aid. Azerbaijani forces at a western sectionthe issue with Azerbaijani President

week. Speaking to RFE/RL’s Armenian ser- of the frontier on Saturday. Ilham Aliyev in Baku. No details were
An MCC statement on the board vice (Azatutyun.am), Sargsian said the In a statement issued on Mon- released.
meeting announced and explained theU.S. rebuff “has nothing to do” with day, the Armenia Defense Ministry The co-chairs did not immedi-

exclusion of two other African states the MCC's reform criteria. “There are said its troops have been ordered toately make statements on their talks.
fromthe list. Butit said nothing aboutthe countries in the world that are prob- take “preventive and tough” actions James Warlick, the chief U.S. negotia-
rejection of an aid application made by ably in greater need of assistance tharagainst Azerbaijani army units. tor, called the talks with Aliyev “pro-
the Armenian government. Armenia,” he said. Armenian Foreign Minister ductive.” Writing on Twitter on Sun-
Prime Minister Tigran Sarkisian The MCC said earlierin November Eduard Nalbandian told visiting Orga- day, he said both Aliyev and Sarkisian
instructed the government to formally that its board will “rely heavily on the nization for Security and Cooperation are “seeking a path to peace.”
request renewed MCA funding on No- scorecards”in choosing eligible nations. in Europe (OSCE) Minsk Group co- Sarkisian’s office said the Arme-
vember 14. Sarkisian cited the MCC's Armenia qualified for the scheme chairsin Yerevan on December 16 thatnian president and the mediators dis-
latest “scorecard” for Armenia listing 20 shortly after Washington launched itin the incidents hindered the process ofcussed plans for another Armenian-
indicators of political and economic free- 2006, receiving $177 million for the settlingthe Nagorno-Karabakh dispute. Azerbaijani summit early next year. It
dom grouped into 3 broad categories ofrehabilitation of rural irrigation net- Ambassadors Igor Popov of Rus- gave no further details.
government policy. works. The MCC planned at the time sia, Jacques Faure of France, James Sarkisian and Aliyev revived hopes
The authorities in Yerevan met the to allocate another $60 million for the Warlick of the United States, and the for a Karabakh settlement when they
minimum eligibility requirementsinallof reconstruction of the country’s rural personal representative of the OSCEmet in Vienna on November 19 for the
those categories. In particular, the MCCroads. But it scrapped that allocation chairperson in office, Ambassador first time in nearly two years. Their
found an improvement in their efforts to shortly after a disputed February 2008 Andrzej Kasprzyk, are in Yerevan to foreign ministers held follow-up talks
tackle endemic corruption. The U.S. presidential election that was followed discuss the next steps in resolving thein Kiev on December 4. Mammadyarov
agency was until then dissatisfied with by a harsh government crackdown onso-called "frozen conflict." They held said afterwards that he and Nalbandian

the effectiveness of those efforts. the Armenian opposition. talks with Armneian President Serzh discussed the substance of a possible
Sarkisian later in the day. peaceful settlement for the first time
Montserrat Caballé Releases Album On December 15, they discussedsince 2011.
Devoted to Armenia and Artsakh Rep. Adam Schiff Requests

Armenian Orphan Rug for Capitol Hill Event
from the White House

WASHINGTON,
DC — Today, Rep. Ada
Schiff (D-CA) sent a let
ter to President Barad
Obama requesting thatt
White House lend th
Ghazir rug, more co
monly known as the A
menian Orphan Rug,
lent out for an event o
Capitol Hill hosted b
Schiff with survivors, hisf
torians, members of the
Armenian-American community, and gave it as a giftto US President Calvin

PARIS -- On December 12, Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Members of Congress and their staff Coolidge. To highlight these efforts, |
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR) Church Archbishop Barkev to highlight the efforts made by the will be hosting an educational event
President Bako Sahakianin Paris, FranceMartirosian, ambassadors extraordi- American government to aid the Ar- here in the Capitol and plan to invite
attended the presentation of renownednary and plenipotentiary of the Repub- menian community after the first geno- survivors, lstorians, members of the
Spanish opera singer Montserratlic of Armenia to Switzerland and cide in the 20th century. Schiff previ- Armenian-American community, and
Caballé’s album called “Armenia and France Charles Aznavour and Vigenously had previously encouraged the Members of Congress and their staff. As
Artsakh - An Isle of Christianity”. Chitechian, member of the British White House to allow the rug to be part of this event, | believe that it would

In his speech the President notedParliament’s House of Lords Baronessdisplayed at the Smithsonian. be fitting to display that Ghazir rug,
the historical significance of this eventfor Caroline Cox, a group of French MPs, Inthe letter, Schiff writes: “Most  which embodies the tragedy of the geno-
Artsakh, adding that Montserrat Caballé state officials from NKR and Armenia, Americans, including a great many of cide and the rebirth of the Armenian
continued the mission of historical Chris- world-famous stars, Armenian philan- my colleagues in Congress, are notpeople and | respectfully request that it
tian preachers and through high art notthropists, representatives of the aware of the scope and scale of thebe made available for the event.”

only introduced Artsakh to the world but Diaspora partook in the event. American response to the genocide. The full letter is below:
also sent a peculiar message to humanity Caballé visited Karabakh in June Our efforts, public and private, helped Dear Mr. President:
to preserve the Christian values. angering Azerbaijan that “blacklisted” to relocate refugees and to provide As the centennial commemoration

The Karabakh leader expressedthe opera diva as a persona non gratarelief to survivors and their families of the Armenian Genocide draws ever
his gratitude to the world-famous singer Later this year Azerbaijan’s Foreign throughout the years of the genocidecloser, | will be hosting an event in the
and all those who participated in the Ministry released a list of more than (1915-23) and after. But America’s comingweeks to highlightthe American
implementation of the project, stress- 330 individuals declared personae nongenerosity was not lost on those weresponse to the slaughter, including the
ing that it was the best manifestation of grata for visits to Baku, including a helped. In 1925, a group of Armenian efforts by American diplomats, journal-
sincere friendship. number of prominent political and cul- orphans who had been relocated toists, and Near East Relief.

Catholicos of All Armenians tural figures, scientists, entrepreneursGhazir, now in Lebanon, wove a rug,

Karekin Il, Primate of the Artsakh from different countries of the world. now known as the "orphan rug," and Continued on page 3
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The Myth of Turkish Secularism nificantly restricts religious freedom, worship in houses called cemeuvis, not
especially for non-Muslim religious mosques. Alevis and cemevis are not
By David Boyajian 3% of Turkey’s 80 million people and minority communities — including the recognized by the Turkish government.
are largely independent of the Diyanet.) Greek, Armenian, and Syriac Ortho- Alevis complain bitterly, to little avail.
Turkey is a secular state. So Two large mosques to be built on dox Churches, the Roman Catholic Alevis have long been the victims
claim its government and nearly all Istanbul’s Camlica Hill and Taksim and Protestant Churches, and the Jewof discrimination and even violent at-
mainstream Western media. They areSquare are personal projects of Primeish community.” tacks, such as in Sivas in 1993 when
mistaken. Minister Erdogan. The government is Restrictions that “deny non-Mus- 35 |eading Alevis were murdered by

In civilized, democratic coun- apparently paying most of the costs, notlim communities the rights to train mobs, and most recently this year in
tries, secularism means not only asomething a secular state would do. clergy, offer religious education, and Ankara, when police fired tear-gas at

respectful separation between church The Diyanet operates not only in own and maintain places of worship, protesting Alevis.
and state but also freedom of religion. Turkey but worldwide. Turkish for- have led to their decline, and in some “Turkey may look like a secular
As we shall demonstrate, Turkish poli- eign policy and the Diyanet are inter- cases their virtual disappearance.”  state on paper,” says lzzettin Dogan, a
cies have long been the antithesis oftwined. The latter promotes the Such mistreatment of Christians, |eading Alevi, “but in terms of interna-
secularism. country’s political influence abroad. numbering only about 100,000, is par- tional law it is actually a Sunni Islamic
The Turkish government mas- ticularly reprehensible given that Tur- state.” He is correct, but most of the
sively supports and funds Islam — Worldwide Reach key carried out genocide from 1915 to gutside world is oblivious to voices
specifically Sunni Islam - inside the The Diyanet has a Foreign Af- 1923 against millions of indigenous such as his.

country. Turkey simultaneously re- fairs department that sends religiousChristian Armenians, Greeks, and

Syriacs, including many Catholics and Trye Secularism

Protestants. . . Some Turks feel that their coun-
The persecution of non-Muslims try is secular because the Diyanet’s

continued even after the Turkish Re- hegemony moderates Islam against

~.#  public came about in 1923. The infa- extremist tendencies. There may be
A S W mous Capital Tax (Varlik Vergisi) pro- some truth to that.

BULGARIA

haraan| "

s e iy -._‘fl =) wlllmik *nh:r.

sic = B gy % e etiliEe T e | gram during WW I, as but one ex- But as secularism must include a
g N s . et et e e ample, deliberately taxed Christians respectful distance between religion
e e Ay e e Ty and Jews at extortionate rates thatand state, Turkey would still not qualify.
""-“:&' B ::':;“ e ..‘.‘,",_‘_ ,‘11 ;.u:‘:_.}'_"_-_-"':___._.*... s, often exceeded their income. Men Along with Turkey’s domestic reli-
e TR R e g e e e were senttolaborcampsintheinteriorgious repression, and employing the
' P AL e '."1""" CLIRAG when unable to pay. Families were Diyanet in foreign policy, the claim of
e o --4;:‘ ek Vil bankrupted. Only an international out- secularism is simply fallacious.
=P - il . . .
o \ 3 cry stopped the program. The Turkish government is in

GREECE CYPRLE . .. =

Thousands of  Christian fyll-blown denial about secularism and
churches, schools, hospitals, orphan-religious freedom, as evidenced by PM
ages, cemeteries, and other commuErdogan’s preposterous claim two
nity properties have been continually years ago that “Turkey is a secular
seized by Turkey in the past severalstate where all religions are equal.”
presses religions such as Alevism, andconsultants not only into Muslim coun- decades. If Turkey is ever to be secular, it
bullies and persecutes indigenoustries, such as those in Central Asia and Though Turkey has recently re- must allow the free exercise of all
Christians, most of whom it liquidated Africa, but also into the United States, turned some of these properties undefeligions —including Islam — and guar-
in 20th century genocides. Moreover, France, Germany, Great Britain, Swe- international pressure, the vast major-antee the rights of the faithful to be
it uses Islam to project Turkish politi- den, and other European countries. ity has not been, and probably will not free from harassment and compul-

cal power into Europe, Asia, and else- Indeed, some Turkish embassiesbe, returned. ' ~sion.  The Turkish government’s
where. Turkey’s system is more prop- and consulates have a religious affairs Countless ancient Armenian acknowledgement of its past and
erly termed State Islam. department and attachés that workchurches and monasteries, such agresent wrongs, especially to the non-

This article is not a criticism of with local Diyanet representatives. Saint Mqu’s (Nshan) in Sivas, hgve Turkish and non-Muslim communi-
Islam or its faithful. We respect both. Turkey is very active, for instance, in been deliberately destroyed, sometimesies, and making genuine amends, must
Turkey’s secularism myth, neverthe- the Netherlands where it reportedly with explosives. Others serve asbe part of this process.

less, cries out to be laid bare. pays the salaries of the Diyanet-affili- stables. Earlier this year in the cities Until then — particularly in the
ated Dutch Islamic Foundation’s staff. of Iznik and Trabzon, old Greek Wwest — mainstream media, govern-
State Islam In partnership with Turkey’'s churches were converted to mosquesments, religious leaders, academicians,
The Directorate of Religious Af- Religious Foundation, the Diyanet has Alevism is a religion that has and political analysts should cease

fairs — known as the Diyanet — is the in the last two decades constructed orsome 10 to 20 million adherents in swallowing Turkey’s fraudulent claim
government body that represents andrenovated mosques in Azerbaijan, Turkey. Complex and somewhat mys- of secularism.

directs all of Sunni Islam in Turkey. Belarus, Bosnia, northern Cyprus, Ja-terious, it contains elements of Shia Hhkkk

Created in 1924, a year after the Re-pan, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Islam, Sufism, paganism, and other David Boyajian is an Armenian
public of Turkey was formed, the Russia, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and spiritualandreligioustraditions. Alevis American freelance journalist.
Diyanet is enshrined in Article 136 of elsewhere.

the Turkish Constitution. The Diyanet A $100 million, 15-acre Turkish Rep, Adam Schiff Requests

is huge and powerful. Operating under American Culture and Civilization Cen-

the Prime Minister, it employs about ter (TACCC), which includes a large Continuedfrom page 2 that it would be fitting to display that
100,000. All Sunni clergy are salaried mosque, is being built in Lanham, Ghazir rug, which embodies the tragedy of
civil servants of the Diyanet. Maryland, 14 miles from Washington, Most Americans, including a the genocide and the rebirth of the Arme-

The Diyanet's $2 billion annual D.C. Itis “a project of the government great many of my colleagues in Con- nian people and | respectfully request that
outlay exceeds the combined budgetsof Turkey” and the Turkish American gress, are not aware of the scope andt be made available for the event.
of Turkey’s Foreign, Energy, and En- Community Center. The latter’s older scale of the American response to the Earlier this year, the White House
vironmental Ministries. By law a po- mosque is “related to the Republic of genocide. Our efforts, public and declined a request to loan the rug for
litical party can be dissolved if it dares Turkey and the Department of Reli- private, helped to relocate refugeesdisplay at an event held at the
to advocate the Diyanet's abolition. gious Affairs [Diyanet].” Several and to provide relief to survivors and Smithsonian, stating that a book sign-
Until recently, the Diyanet wrote months ago, PM Erdogan placed atheir families throughout the years of ing wasnot considered an appropriate
all the sermons for its clergy, but ceremonial stone at the TACCC con- the genocide (1915-23) and after. Butvenue. At the time, the White House
reportedly now sometimes allows them struction site. America’s generosity was not lost on indicated thatit would consider a display
to write their own, though their con- No truly secular state would do those we helped. In 1925, a group ofofthe rugin another setting, and | believe
tents are controlled. these things. Nor would it persecute Armenian orphans who had been relo-that this would be an appropriate venue
Would the U.S. — or any demo- persons of other religions. cated to Ghazir, now in Lebanon, wove and occasion for a viewing.
cratic Western country — be termed arug, now known as the "orphan rug," | hope that you will grant my
“secular” if it funded a huge Christian Religious Repression and gave it as a gift to US Presidentrequest expeditiously and thatthe White
government agency that employed all Last year the U.S. Commission Calvin Coolidge. To highlight these House curator’s office will work with
Christian clergy and controlled their on International Religious Freedom efforts, | will be hosting an educational my staff and me to arrange a mutually
sermons? Obviously not. (USCIRF), established by Congress, event here in the Capitol and plan toacceptable date in January or February
Who owns Turkey’'s 80,000 placed Turkey in its worst category, a invite survivors, historians, members of 2014.
mosques? It's not always clear. Even“Country of Particular Concern,” of the Armenian-American commu- Thank you for your consider-
many Turks wonder. For sure, how- alongside Burma, China, Pakistan, andnity, and Members of Congress and ation.
ever, the Diyanet controls all mosques.a dozen others. their staff. Sincerely,
(Shiite Muslims represent only about Turkey, noted the USCIRF, “sig- As part of this event, | believe Adam B. Schiff
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Armenian Assembly Presents a Panel Make a Difference Two Feet at a Time
Discussion on ‘Islamized Armenians’

YEREVAN -- Share-a-Pair, a nities. SERVICE-Armenia 2013 par-
project of The Paros Foundation's 100ticipants both distributed the products
for 100 Projects for Prosperity distrib- and provided instruction on their proper
uted more than 50,000 shoes to chil-usage.
dren in need in Armenia and Nagorno Our partner, Focus on Children
Karabakh this year. Now spearheaded shoe distributions

"In its third year, Share-a-Pair throughout needy communities in
has successfully distributed more thanNagorno Karabakh. Ambassador John
75,000 pairs of new shoes and almostHeffern, US Ambassador to Armenia
1,000 pairs of warm winter boots to and the US Embassy's Helping Hands
children in need," said Peter Abajian, group joined with our SERVICE Arme-
Executive Director of The Paros Foun- nia 2013 Participants to distribution
dation. "This has been particularly ex- shoes to children in rural communities.
citing because we have been able to A video report on this completed
engage hundreds of volunteers fromproject can be seen at
around the world during our various www.parosfoundation.org/
distributions."” shareapair2013.

In 2013, shoes were distributed The Paros Foundation expresses
) to children in need, in more than 90 its sincere appreciation to the donors,

PASADENA — - Last week, the alumnus of the Armenian Assembly's ;3| communities. Distributions were the Unison, NGO supporting people
Armenian Assembly of America’s (As- summer internship program in Wash- 5;50 made to children in boarding with special needs, Focus on children

sembly) Western Region Office held a ington, D.C. (class of 1990). She Sharedschools, kindergartens, orphanages andiow, Ambassador John Heffern, the

special panel discussion entitled ‘Islam- with the California audience herpaperonthrough other non governmental Helping Hands group at the US Em-
ized Armenians’. Moderated by Arme- “Gender and Survival Options duringthe niidren's organizations. bassy in Armenia, the Paros

nian Observer Editor, Professor OsheenArmenian Genocide” as presented at the Helping meet the need of an im- Foundation's SERVICE Armenia 2013
Keshishian, panelists Doris Melkonian, Istanbulconference,retellingthetalesofpoverished child with a well-fitting participants and all the other volun-
Arda Melkonian _and Anoush Suni ad- theArmenlan Genoude_ survworswhc_)sepair of new shoes appropriate for teers that joined this important effort.
dressed a standing room only crowd atmemory is preserved in the Armenian gchoo or play, improves their health Share-a-Pair's Operation Winter
the University Club of Pasadena. Genocide oral history survivor memoirs 44 development. New shoes are costlyBoots continues to accept donations.
, It was a pleasure and honor hear-atthe University of CaliforniaLos Ange- 54 often times poise a financial hard- A $20 contribution will provide a child

ing these three scholars recount theirles (UCLA). _ _ ship for parents of multiple children. in need a new pair of warm winter

experiences and present their papers to  Finally, Anoush Suni summarized 1hroyghout the process, both childrenboots. The Paros Foundation under-

our community and members,” stated her paper on “The Production of Differ- 4 their parents expressed their thanksvrites all administrative expenses al-
Assembly Western Region Manager Aline ence: the Case of Islamized Armenians.”so this bit of relief. lowing 100% of donor contributions

Maksoudign. “Th_e oyerwhelmin_g She also remarked on her experienC(_e in Through our partially funded to go directly to this project. To spon-
amount of interest in this presentation Turkey, and what others shared with yeaithy Teeth Project, dental hygiene sor a project of the Paros Foundation's
shows the importance and value of theirher, delving deepinto her emotional Stateproducts were distributed to almost 100 for 100 Projects for Prosperity,

work and we look forward to learning atthe time, and spoke atlength abouthep g children in select rural commu- please visit www.parosfoundation.org.
more about the progress of their re-experience living with a Kurdish family

search in the future,” Maksoudian said. in Turkey, as well as her time in neigh- European Court:
Allthree panelists recently returned boring Armenia.

from Istanbul, Turkey, where they pre- The Melkonian sisters also showed

sented papers at a conference under tha slide presentation complete with pic-

same title last month. The Assembly tures from the Istanbul conference, spon-Continued from page 1

program began with opening remarks bysored by the Hrant Dink Foundation and tendency” and did not contribute to view on the issue are “mindful that
Assembly Board member Lisa Kalustian, the MalatyaHye Foundation. Together, the historical debate. one of the main goals of freedom of

Elaborating onthe jurisprudence expression is to protect minority
of the case, the ECHR said the exist-yjews.”
ence of genocide, which is a pre- Perincek was handed an aggra-
cisely defined legal concept, was yated life sentence in the Ergenekon
not easy to prove. coup plot trial, as part of the

It also expressed its doubt that Ergenekon network, which was ulti-
there could be a general consensusnately acknowledged by the court
on the issue, given that historical a5 a terrorist organization that had
research was by definition open to attempted to overthrow the govern-
discussion and a matter of debate,ment.
without necessarily giving rise to The latest judgmentis not final,
final conclusions or to the assertion g5 any party may request that the
of objective and absolute truths.  ¢case be referred to the ECHR’s Grand

Furthermore, the ECHR ruled chamber for a three-month period
that states that have not enactedgfter the verdict.

Armenian Genocide Denial No Crime

laws imposing criminal sanctions on
individuals questioning the official

Sevan Nisanyan Sentenced to Two Year Prison

Continued from page 1 “overstepping the boundaries of free-
who thanked everyone for their interest this gave the audience a sense of what it dom of speech and criticism” and
and participation that evening. Kalustian was like to be in Turkey, as a descendanhelped turn the village of Sirince into a said his article served to “disturb
then introduced an early participant dur- of Armenian Genocide survivors, talk- booming holiday spot after he bought public order.”
ing the Assembly’s founding, Osheen ing openly about the Armenian Geno- several ruined Greek houses and turned “When | attacked the Islamist
Keshishian, who gave introductory re- cide. A robust question and answerthem into hotels. establishment they felt | overstepped
marks about the Assembly panel partici- session with the audience concluded the Nisanyan’'s conviction over his my boundaries,” Nisanyan told CNN.
pants. evening’s program. September 2012 blog post defending“Here | am an Armenian doing some-
First to take the podium was Doris The growing discussion of the the anti-Islam film that ridiculed the thing no Armenian has done in a
Melkonian, an alumnus of the Armenian Armenian Genocide in Turkey is part of Prophet Muhammad had sparked out-Muslim country. This is really the
Assembly’s summer internship program a pattern of breaking taboos, especiallyrage among right groups. height of boldness, of impudence.
in Washington, D.C. (class of 1994). over the last eight years, as the first “Mocking an Arab leader who This is something you are not sup-
She shared her paper on “Taken intoacademic conference on the 1915 Ar-centuries ago claimed to have con-posed to do.”
Muslim Households — Experiences of menian Genocide in Turkeytook place in tacted God and made political, fi- Turkey has long been criticized
Armenian Children during the Geno- 2005. Since then, more and more scholnancial and sexual benefits out of for a lack of press freedom and
cide” as presented at the Istanbul con-arship on the Armenian Genocide hasthis is not a crime of hatred. It is an dozens of journalists are in deten-
ference and spoke about the otheremerged within Turkey, which has almostkindergarten-level test of what tion, accused of plotting against the
Istanbul conference panelists, their back-brought with it another dimension: the is called freedom of expression,” Islamist-rooted government or hav-
grounds and presentations. discovery of hidden or ‘Islamized Arme- Nisanyan had written. ing links with outlawed movements
Next was Arda Melkonian, also an nians.’ Prosecutors accused him of such as the Kurdish rebels.
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