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Hrant Dink’s Friends Call for ‘Justice’ on 7th  Armenian Defense Chief Pledges Retaliation
Year of Murder For Soldier’s Death

ISTANBUL — Thousands gath- months of prison after a two year-trial. YEREVAN -- The Armenianmili-  generals attended the state funeral of
ered in Istanbul to mark the seventh The marchers chanted the slogantary will retaliate against Azerbaijan Sergeant Armen Hovannisian.
anniversary of the killing of Turkish- “We are here, brother” in Armenian, for the latest killing of an Armenian Karabakh’s Defense Army said

Armenian journalist Hrant Dink on Jan. “For Hrant, for justice,” and “We are soldier on “the line contact” around that Azerbaijani “sabotage groups” at-
19, the Hurriyet Daily News reports. all Armenians,” in front of the Agos Nagorno-Karabakh, Defense Minister tacked its positions on Monday at two
The Friends of Hrant Dink orga- office. A popular chant from the Gezi Seyran Ohanian said on Wednesday. different sections of the “line of con-

nization, established in memory of the Park protests, “Everywhere is Taksim, Ohanian spoke of an unprec- tact” around the territory. In a state-
late journalist, called for a march start- everywhere is resistance,” was alsoedented upsurge in ceasefire violations
ing at 1:30 p.m. from Taksim Square, heard. there as he and top Armenian army Continued on page 3
which ended with a homage to Dink in After the meeting ended, the
front of the Agos newspaper’s office crowd marched to Taksim. Thousands Protesr A_gains Pension Reforms
building in the Pangalti neighborhood. In a controversial apparent ges- . .

Police took tight security mea- ture, a number of the traffic police in Armenia

sures around Istanbul’s Taksim Squareofficers assigned to the area were pho-,.
and closed Gezi Park, which stagedtographed wearing white caps. On the [
anti-government protests last summer,day of the murder, Samast was wearingjs
ahead of the commemoration. a white cap, which later became anps
The crowd marched to the front infamous symbol of the incident.
of Armenian weekly Agos, where Hrant Ertugrul Gunay, a former member
Dink was murdered in broad daylight of the ruling Justice and Development [SEE.s
by a 17-year-old nationalist in 2007. Party (AKP), asked Istanbul Governor [{SiSa
At 2:56 p.m., a one minute si- Vali Mutlu on Twitter who had ordered |
lence in memory of Dink was ob- the police to wear white caps.
served, after which Gilten Kaya, the The Dink murder case remains
widow of late singer Ahmet Kaya, took unsolved, with the court ruling that it
the microphone. Kaya commemoratedwas not a result of an organized crime
not only Dink, but also those who were to the dismay of Dink’s family and
killed during the Gezi Park protests. supporters. This despite serious claims
“Whatis yourtruth? Thisis 2014: that a number of civil servants linked
You are carrying guns in your trucks to the “deep state” were “indirectly”

instead of peace, democracy and hu4involved. _ YEREVAN — Several thousand Armenian parliament, including the
man rights,” Kaya added, addressing  The acquittal of top SUSpects wWas o516 rajlied in Yerevan's Liberty Armenian National Congress, Heritage,
Turkey's security forces. ultimately overturned by the Supreme g ;516 on Saturday to protest againsthe Armenian Revolutionary Federa-

_ Dink, the highly esteemed former Court of Appeals and many key sus- 4qyernment's the pension reforms. tion and the Prosperous Armenia Party,
editor-in-chief of weekly Agos, was pects charged as instigators of the™  pe controversial reforms, which denounced the measure and demanded
murdered in broad daylight in front of murder, such as Yasin Hayaland Erhany et jnio effect on January 1, envis- that the Court recognize it unconstitu-
his newspaper’s building on Jan. 19, Tuncel, are currently being retried. ;46 five percent salary deductions fortional when it starts consideration of
2007 by a 17-year-old Turkish nation- The organizers of the commemo- yho yansion funds. The amended pro-their claim later this month,
alist. The triggerman, Ogun Samast,rative march also denounced the trial,;iciy of the pension law is mandatory The crowd began chanting the

was convicted of premeditated mur- process, accusing the state of protectso . allindividuals born after January 1, slogans “Victiory’, ‘I am Against' to
der and sentenced to 22 years and 10ng those responsible for the murder. 1974 The reforms have spurred aopen the rally.

wide public discount. David Khazhakyan, an activist of

. . . . Not only citizens receiving low the civic group, stated. “With united
Edward Nalbandian: Azerbal]an Distorts the wages, but also many young profes-efforts, we can reach a solution. No

Texts of International Statements sionals in high-paying jobs, such as inone apart from us will be the first to
the information technologies sector, raise the problem. We have raised it, so

“Provocations at the border settlement of the Karabakh issue, andappear unhappy with the new legisla- will lead it to victory,” he said, adding
hinder the negotiations on the peacefulthe Armenian side continues the ef- tion thatthe government believes is thethat the group has now embarked on
settlement of the Karabakh conflict,” forts towards the resolution of the only alternative to today’s so-called active efforts to make the country
Armenian Foreign Minister Edward conflict on the basis of the corre- “generational solidarity” system in constitutional.

Nalbandian told a press conferencesponding statements and principles, hewhich senior citizens get their pen- The activist described the cam-
today. He noted at the same time thatsaid. sions at the expense of social pay-paign as the society’s conscious choice
the negotiations should continue as According to Minister Nalbandian, ments provided by employed citizens. to protect its dignity.

there is no alternative to peace talks. Azerbaijan distorts the texts of interna- againstpensionsprotest2The civil “The law is for the human being,

Nalbandian said there are five tional statements, thus trying to createinitiative called Dem.Am (I'm Against) notvice versa. So the human being has
statements and three principles on thellusions among the society. as well as four minority factions in the to be at the heart,” he added.
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Russian Military Sets Up a Helicopter Turk Held After Huge Heroin Seizure
Squadron in Armenia Base in Armenia

The Russian military said on Fri-
day that it is pressing ahead with plans
to beef up its troops stationed in Arme-
nia with roughly two dozen combat
helicopters.

A statement by Russia’s South-
ern Military District said that the squad-
ron of Mi-24 and Mi-8 helicopter gun-
ships will be deployed there this year.
It said they will have “a wide range of
tasks in aviation support for troops
and transportation of personnel of the
Russian military base through the Re-
public of Armenia.” squadron. They are located in and

The statement gave no precisearound the Erebuni facility that cur-
dates for the deployment, saying only rently hosts both Armenian and Rus-
that the Russian Air Force has alreadysian warplanes.
selected pilots and technical personnel The helicopters will mark a fur-
for the aviation unit. It said the pilots ther widening of Russian military
are currently engaged in flight training presence in the South Caucasus state. ~ YEREVAN — A Turkish man and Turkey have no diplomatic rela-
at amilitary airfield in the southerncity The Russian base headquartered invas arrested in Armenia on Saturdaytions.
of Rostov-on-Don. Gyumri has already been bolsteredin connection with one of the largest The huge drug bust is by far the

The helicopters are to be de- with heavy weaponry, reportedly ever seizures of heroin in the world most serious instance of heroin smug-
ployed at the Erebuni military airport including ballistic missiles, in recent reported by Armenian law-enforce- gling into Armenia ever reported by
just south of Yerevan in line with an years. ment authorities. law-enforcement authorities. Their
agreement reached by Russian and Russian President Vladimir Putin The National Security Service previous record was set in late 2010.
Armenian officials in April 2013. The underlined the base’s significance for (NSS) said that Armenian customs The Armenian police claimed to have
Armenian government gave the formal Moscow when he started an official officers discovered on Friday as much confiscated at the time 7 kilograms of
green light to the deployment in No- visit to Armenia from Gyumri in De- as 927 kilograms of the Class A drug in heroin smuggled by Armenian and Ira-
vember. It allocated two plots of land cember. “We are planning to reinforce @ heavy truck that crossed into Arme- nian citizens.

to the Russian military base in Armenia our positions in Transcaucasus,” Putin hia from neighboring Iran. It said the Iran is thought to be the main
which will be used by the helicopter declared there. truck driver, a Georgian citizen identi- source of drug trafficking in and
fied as Avtandil Martiashvili, was ar- through Armenia. Dozens and possi-
HRW: Voter Harassment, Vote-Buylng, rested on the spot. bly hundreds of Iranians have been

. . . In another statement issued laterimprisoned in Armenia on correspond-
Misuse of Resources Marred Presidential and  on Saturday, the NSS said it also ar-ing charges over the past two decades.
. . . . . rested in Yerevan a Turkish national According to Armenia’s Office of the
Municipal Elections in Armenia who it believes is “one of the organiz- Prosecutor-General, at least 25 of them
ers” of the unprecedented drug traf- were repatriated in 2012-2013 to serve

WORLD REPORT 2014 ficking operation. It claimed that the the rest of their prison sentences in the
40-year-old man, Osman Ugurlu, |slamic Republic.
WA planned to smuggle the huge heroin The issue was high on the agenda
PHOTOS AND VIDEDS COUNTRY CHAPTERS PUBLICATIO Con5|gnment from |ran to Turkey Via of talks held In Yerevan |ast Apnl by
e | amencn @ Armenia and Georgia. Iran’s Prosecutor-General Gholam-

Ugurlu prepared a “specially-fit- Hossein Mohseni-Ejei and his then Ar-
ted cache” in Turkey for that purpose menian counterpart Aghvan Hovsepian.

Armenia several months ago, according to theThey signed a memorandum calling
NSS. “The investigation is continu- for joint Armenian-Iranian efforts to

President Serzh Sargsyan was re-elected in February and the ruling ing,” added the NSS statement. Combat “transnational Crime." Speak—

Republican Farty deminated Yerevan municipal elections in May. Althou . . . . . C o .

generally well-administered, reports of voter harassment, vote-buying, The security agency, which IS ingto journalists, Mohseni-Ejei blamed

misuse of administrative resources to faver incumbents, and police the Armenian successor to the SOVIetAfghanistan, Iran’s eastern neighbor,

unresponsiveness to citizens’ complaints marred both elections. KGB, did not Clarify whether it will for the use of Iranian territory as a

seek to cooperate with relevant Turk- major transit route in the international

NEW YORK -- According to the allegations of ill-treatment or pressure ish authorities in the probe. Armenia drug trade.

World Report 2014, released by thevictims to retract complaints. Police
Human Rights Watch (HRW), Presi- use torture to coerce confessions and

dent Serzh Sarkisian was re-elected inincriminating statements from suspects Gazprom Completes Armenian Gas

February and the ruling Republican and witnesses.

Party dominated Yerevan municipal In terms of freedom of press, the Network Takeover

elections in May amid reports of “voter report says Armenia has diverse print MOSCOW -- The Armenian gov- ner of Armenia,” he added.
harassment, vote-buying, misuse ofand online media, but broadcast mediaernment has formally completed the sale The deal stems from a package of

administrative resources to favor in- lacks pluralism; for example, only one of its remaining 20 percent stake in Russian-Armenianenergy agreementsthat
cumbents and police unresponsive-of Armenia’s 13 television stations Armenia’s natural gas distribution com- were signed during President Vladimir
ness to citizens’ complaints.” carries live political talk shows. Inter- panyto Gazprom, giving the Russian gasPutin’s December 2 visit to Yerevan.
The report of the New-York based national election observers noted themonopoly full ownership of the vital They defined the basic terms of the share
human rights watchdog released thismedia’s “selective approach” in cov- utility. acquisition and set the price of Russian
week says as of October 31, theering post-presidential election devel- Energy and Natural Resources natural gas for Armenia at almost $190
Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly Vanadzor opments, notably limiting views criti- Minister Armen Movsisian and Gazprom million per thousand cubic meters.
office had reported 29 noncombat cal of the conduct of the election. Chairman Alexei Miller signed a corre- The new tariff, which will be valid
army deaths, including 7 suicides. Violence and discrimination based sponding agreement in Moscow late onfor the next five years, is well below
Local human rights groups have docu-on sexual orientation and gender iden-Thursday. international gas prices currently ex-
mented the Defense Ministry’s failure tity by both state and non-state actors “As a result of the deal, Gazprom ceeding $300 million per thousand cubic
to investigate adequately and exposeare serious problems. Bureaucraticwillraiseits share inthe ArmRosGazprom meters. Russian officials have attributed
the circumstances of noncombat restrictions prevent people with termi- (ARG) closed joint-stock company to the price discount to Armenia’s plans to
deaths and to account for evidence ofnal illnesses from accessing strong100 percent. The enterprise will be re-join a Russian-led customs union.

violence in cases where the death ispain medications. named Gazprom Armenia,” the Russian The Armenian government ceded

ruled a suicide. World Report 2014 is Human energy conglomerate said in an ensuingts minority share in ARG in payment for
Ill-treatment in police custody Rights Watch's 24th annual review of statement. a $300 million debt to Gazprom, which it

persists and the definition of torture in human rights practices around the “This deal fully corresponds to the incurred as aresult of secretly subsidizing

Armenian law does not meet interna- globe. It summarizes key human rights spirit of strategic cooperation between the Russian gas price from 2011-2013. In
tional standards, as it does not includeissues in more than 90 countries andRussia and Armenia,” the statementreturn for writing off the debt, Gazprom
crimes committed by public officials. territories worldwide, drawing on quoted Miller as saying. “Gazprom has was also granted 30-year exclusive rights
Authorities often refuse to investigate events through November 2013. always been and remains a reliable partin the Armenian energy market.
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Israel Honors Armenian Citizen Armenian Violinist Receives the Credit Suisse
Who Saved Jews During the Holocaust Young Artist Award for 2014

Armenian violinist Sergey prestigious Jean Sibelius Violin Com-
Khachatryan has been named the winJe€tition in Helsinki and, in 2005, first

ner of the Credit Suisse Young Artist prize at the Queen Elisabeth Music
JERUSALEM — Yad Vashem During the official ceremony, Mr. Award. The announcement was madeCompetition in Brussels. He has per-

institute-museum recognized Armenian Tenembaum awarded a “Raoul in Viennaby the jury, which is chaired formed with such internationally ac-
citizen Harutyun Khachatryan as a Wallenberg Centennial Medal” to the Py Lucerne Festival's Executive and claimed orchestras and conductors as
“Righteous among Nations” for the granddaughter of  Harutyun Artistic Director, Michael Haefliger, the Berlin Philharmonic, the Orchestre
first time in July 2013. The awarding Khachatryan, Anna Khachatryan who after the candidates auditioned for themde Paris under Andris Nelsons, the
ceremony of the Khachatryan family had provided the whole family archive in the Vienna Musikverein, The Art Bamberg Symphony under Jonathan
by the Israeli delegation will take place to the foundation and along with the Journal reports. ' Nott, the New York Philharmonic, the
in Yerevan on February 4, during which volunteers supportedtorevealthestory ~ The award comes with a cash Philadelphia Orchestra and the Boston
a certificate of the “Righteous among of the Armenian hero. Mr. Tenembaum Prize of 75,000 Swiss francs — one of Symphony.

Nations” will be handed to the family solemnly awarded a“Raoul Wallenberg the highest awards in the field — and  Hehasappearedfrequently withthe
of the Armenian hero. Centennial Medal” to the president of &lso involves appearing in concertwith Philharmonia Orchestrain particular. His

For more than three years the Armenia Serz Sargkisian on behalf of the Vienna Philharmonic as part of plans for the current season include con-
Raoul Wallenberg International Foun- all Armenian heroes. Lucerne Festival in Summer. The con- certs with the Rotterdam Philharmonic

dation, along with a number of other Obliged by the warm reception cert will take place on 13 September under Yannick Nézet-Séguinand withthe
projects, has beeninvolvedinthe iden-of the President, the research group 0f2014 under the direction of Gustavo Vienna Symphony under Markus Stenz.
tification of those Armenian heroes the organization continues the processPudamel. ~ In June 2013 his most recent CD, of
who have displayed exclusive courageof discovering the heroic stories that Sergey Khachatryan was born in violin sonatas by Johannes Brahms, was
during the World War Il and saved took place seven decades ago. Yerevan, Armenia. In 2000 he won the released on the label Naive.

hundreds of lives, particularly Jews RWIF is a global reach NGO

who had appeared in the clutches ofwith a primary mission to research, Armenia Agrees with Switzerland:

death. preserve and spread the legacy of Raoul *

The organization's complicated Wallenberg and other brave men and J’s Necessary to Draw Lessons from History

research work soon gave a desired rewomen, who have saved the lives of

sult. Thanks to the efforts of the RWIF persecuted people during the Jewish The Head of the Armenian Mis- comed the intention of the Swiss presi-
volunteer Mr. Artiom Chernamoryanthe Holocaust and other conflicts. This siontothe OSCE, Ambassador Armandency to contribute to the reinforce-
story of this Armenian hero was re- mission is supported by the leaders ofKirakosyan delivered a speech at thement of confidence-building measures
vealed and the official awarding cer- more than 300 countries and Nobel OSCE Permanent Council on Januaryin the Karabakh conflict zone. He noted
emony took place in Yerevan on Sep-Prize laureates. One of the honorary16. that the measures could turn effective
tember 12 at the Presidential Palace ofmembers of the foundation is Jorge The Ambassador presented theif the authorities and the civil society
the Republic of Armenia with the partici- Mario Bergoglio, nowadays famous as priorities of the Armenian side during of Nagorno Karabakh were involved.
pation of the President of Armia Serz Pope Francis. the Organization’s activity in 2014. The Armenian side expressed
Sarkisian, founder of the Raoul Chairman of the Raoul Wallenberg Referring to Swiss Foreign Minister, support to Switzerland’s aspiration to
Wallenberg International Foundation International Foundation Mr. Eduardo OSCE Chairman-in-Office Didier help the Minsk Group Co-Chairs and
Mr. Baruch Tenembaum from New Ernekian and founder Baruch Burkhalter's speech, Ambassador underlinedthat conflicts should solved
York, vice-president Mr. Daniel Rainer Tenembaum again send their congratuKirakosyan agreed with the Swiss side only within the framework of negotiat-
and volunteer Artiom Chernamorian lations to the Khachatryan family and that it's necessary to draw lessonsing formats. Arman Kurakisyan at-

from Israel, as well as many accred- promise to do everything possible to from history. tached importance to the message of
ited ambassadors and members of theshed light to the stories of new Arme- The Ambassador noted that the the Swiss presidency that it's neces-
Government of Armenia. nian saviors. Ottoman Empire perpetrated the geno-sary to exclude violence, reinforce the
cide of 1.5 million Armenians under ceasefire and respectthe commitments.

. . L. the cover of the World War I. A new The Armenian side also stressed

Armenian Defense Chief Pledges Retaliation security system was established afterthe importance of the Swiss experi-

the war based on the realization of theence in contributing to peace and rec-

Continued from page 1 level,” Ohanian told reporters after the right of peoples to self-determination, onciliation through mediating efforts

o ' ceremony. “Gunshots fired by the en- which gave birth to many of the OSCE and voiced hope that the Swiss presi-
ment, the army said its soldiers re- emy are numerous. There have neveimember states. The principles of peacedency would work in a transparent and
pelled the simultaneous attacks. been so many gunshots before. Clearly security and the self-determination of unbiased manner. Ambassador

Sergeant Hovannisian was shotthey are worried about retaliation.”  peoples were later reflected in the Kirakosyan wished success to Swit-
dead in the firefights, added the state- “There will definitely be retalia- Helsinki Final Act. zerland in its responsible mission in

ment. Karabakh President Bako tion. We will choose the right moment Ambassador Kirakosyan wel- 2014.

Sahakian posthumously awarded... We will respond to every provoca- — — .
Hovannisian a medal the following tion,” he said. The Azerbaijani Defense Minis- It announced the following day that

morning. Ohanian referred to the dead sol- try has denied that any deadly fighting another soldier died of heart failure.
Hovannisian, 19, received full dier as a national hero, saying that!00k place there. The ministry said on The Armenian military and ob-
military honors while being laid to rest Hovannisian and a dozen of his com- uesday, though, that four Azerbaijani servers say that Baku routinely

at the Yerablur military cemetery in rades fought back an Azerbaijani com- SOldiers were seriously injured in non- underreports its combat casualties,
Yerevan. Scores of ordinary Arme- mando raid on Karabakh Armenian combatincidents “inthe frontline zone.” attributing fatalities to other causes.

WWw.massispost.com

nians also took part in the funeral frontline positions on the night from
procession. Sunday to Monday. The minister

“For the past two days tension claimed thatthe Azerbaijaniforces suf- da”y news updates
[along the frontline has been at a peakfered “severe losses” in the assault.
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Haigazian University The Depopulation Crisis in Armenia

Symposium on “Social and Economic International Speaking Tour 2014

Justice” .
LOS ANGELES -- he Armenian gration from Armenia was conducted

General Benevolent Union (AGBU) in from 2012 - 2013, and the findings
collaboration with the Kololian Foun- were first presented in Yerevan at the
dation is hosting “The Depopulation United Nations Population Fund con-
Crisis in Armenia,” an international ference, October 2013.

speaking tour. The DEPOP Research Other international locations in-

Group will present its findings from clude Beirut, Paris, Toronto, and New
“The Depopulation Crisis in Armenia” York. For more information please

research report, which was funded byvisit: www.depop.am.

the Kololian Foundation of Toronto. Who: AGBU and the
The DEPOP Research Group Kololian Foundation
consists of the Russian-Armenian What: The Depopulation Crisis in

(Slavonic) University Research Team; Armenia International Speaking Tour
the Research and Business Center ofwhen: Tuesday, February 11, 2014,
the Faculty of Economics of Yerevan 7:30PM

State University,; the Hrayr Maroukhian Where: Glendale Central Library,
Foundation; and academics Arshak222 E. Harvard Street, Glendale, Cali-
Balayan, Armen Gakavian, and Avetik fornia

Mejlumyan. Their field work on emi- Contact: (626) 794-7942

BEIRUT -- Organized by the Fac- tioned that every textbook in Econom- .
ulty of Business Administration & Eco- ics defies Economics as a positive Hasmik Harul) unyan TO Present WOI‘kShOp

nomics at Haigazian University, a half science; not ethical. In contrast, he pn Armenian Song and Dance at Fresno State
day symposium titled “Social & Eco- believes that it is impossible to avoid
nomic Justice” took place on the morn- ethics since there is an opportunity FRESNO -- Hasmik Harutyunyan nia, in their original form. Dances will
ing of January 17, 2014. cost to every decision made and that’swill present a workshop on Armenian include the Gyovend, Kochari,
In his welcoming address, Dean an ethical decision. Dr. Andreas pointed Song and Dance, from 2:00-5:00PM on Tamzara, Ververi, Mayroke, Pampouri,
of the Faculty Business Administration out that previously people were mea- Saturday, February 1, in the South Gym,and others, such as Hamshen dances
& Economics, Dr. Fadi Asrawi, intro- sured based on what they value (utili- Room 134, on the Fresno State campusand dances especially for women.
duced the topic of social and economictarianism), however now, they are The workshop is co-sponsored by Harutyunyan will also teach Arme-
justice, a topic that is more relevant being measured by the money/incomethe Armenian Students Organization andnian folk songs, including lullabies, from
today in Lebanon and the region thanthey make (mutilitarianism), and thisis Armenian Studies Program at Fresnohistoric Armenian provinces. In Arme-
any other time. Dr. Asrawi, pointed a form of injustice. State and is partially funded by the Asso-nia, she is well-known for her work with
out that social justice includes in itself After a coffee break, Dr. Khattar ciated Students, Inc. of Fresno State. the Shoghaken Folk Ensemble and for
economic justice. It imposes on eachAbiHabib from Kafalat, a capital insti- Participation in the workshop is her deeply touching renditions of Arme-
of us a responsibility to work with tution, financially controlled by the free, butparticipants are asked to bringnian lullabies. Her performances are of-
others to plan and continually perfect Central Bank, shed light on the differ- only soft-soled shoes. ten broadcast on Armenian National Radio
our institutions as tools for both per- ent efforts Kafalat adopts to contribute Hasmik Harutyunyan was born and presented at traditional music festi-
sonal and social development. He alsoto social and economic justice. By inYerevan, Armenia and has extensivevals around the world.
added, a society that seeks peace mugtoncentrating on short term lending to experience studying Armenian dance For more information about the
first work for justice. support activities such as trade, com-and music in Armenia. She will be workshop, please contact the Arme-
University PresidentRev. Dr. Paul merce, and immediate services, theydemonstrating folk dances from the nian Studies Program at Fresno State
Haidostian placed particular significance aim to motivate small and medium various provinces of Historic Arme- at 278-2669.
on justice being a core to life and enterprises to grasp the opportunity of

relationships rather than a minor or sideexpanding, improving, or branching TOl‘OHtO Armenian Community’s New Year
issue. He pointed out that most of theout. Also, they provide equal opportu-

uprisings or wars that are taking placenities to rural and underdeveloped re- Gift to Artsakh Schoolchildren
today in the Middle East are a result of gions as to the center of the country
social and economic injustice that prob-for financing, favoring small econo- The Hayastan All-Armenian school’s gifted students — including
ably took place at some previous time; mies to filter into the middle class. ~ Fund’s Toronto affiliate continues to their participation in numerous music
however our generation continued this From World Vision International, provide assistance to Artsakh schoolsfestivals and competitions, at many of
injustice in modern ways. Dr. Haidostian Mrs. Anita Delhaas, pointed out that previously supported by Toronto’s Ar- which they have won top prizes and
also mentionedthat as an educational insti€ivil rights and economic justice is the menian community. Recently, on the awards.
tution, Haigazian focuses on distributive basis of a just society. She believesoccasion of the New Year, students of Since 2002, the Armenian com-
justice; owing and sharing with the othersthat it takes wisdom for people to get Shushi's Daniel Ghazaryan Music munity of Toronto has provided finan-
in a fair way, especially the weaker ones.out of their comfort zones to build the School were presented with new uni- cial support for the establishment, reno-
The representative of his Excel- rightrelationshipsinorderto achieve aforms, which were donated by a vation, and advancement of several
lency the minister of Social Affairs, justsociety. Mrs. Delhaas highlighted diaspora family of expert tailors. In educational institutions in Artsakh. In
Mr. Wael ABou Faour, Dr. Bashir that poor people are not in need ofaddition, winter clothes and shoes were2006 and 2010, it sponsored the con-
Osmat, drew attention to topic of so- money and charity; they are in need ofgifted to a total of 165 schoolchildren struction of the Mataghis school and
cial justice being of great concern to justice. Based on that, World Vision in the Martakert Region’s Mataghis the Spitakashen school, respectively;
philosophers, rulers, and the underde-works closely with Ministries of health, village and the Martuni Region’s between 2002 and 2011, it supported
veloped nations, since in the beginningeducation, public affairs, religious lead- Spitakashen community. the renovation of classrooms, the con-
of time. Social justice is an economic ers and media to increase awareness  Toronto-affiliate chair Migirdich ~ struction of a boiler room, and the
matter; he went on, with a major ob- and to achieve the wellbeing of 150 Migirdichian, who has been serving on installation of a heating system at the
jective of clearing out the fundamental million of the world’s most vulnerable the Board of the Ghazaryan Music Shushi Music School; and in 2013, it
inequalities that exists between differ- children, by working together to em- School for over a decade, expresseddonated 15 violins and brass instru-
ent social classes. Dr. Osmat sug-power people in their economic life. great pride in the achievements of thements to the latter institution.
gested different means for the sake of Followed by Mrs. Delhaas, Mr.
achieving justice, such as, drawing Khalil Obeid, an acting CEQ inthe first that, the Institution is offering group ment. To advance this strategy, Mrs.
out plans for differentintervalsintime, Micro Finance Institution of Syria, loans,to motivate Syrian women to act Geha thinks people should first adopt
with a program of social and economic conferred the attempts the institution more responsible and accountable forthe mindset. Itis a movementto counter
development and the cooperating be-is performing to upgrade the capacity their own lives and children, during the the client list system, overcome cor-
tween governmental organizations, of poor people to do more; by offering current dreadful circumstances. ruption and a movement above all to
NGO'’s and the private sector. them micro credit and a safe place to The final guest speaker Mrs. free citizens from the chains of sectar-
Afterwards, Dr. Jonathan put their savings. To contribute to a Carmen Geha, from Beyond Reform ian networks. There is enough evi-
Andreas, from Bluffton University, justsociety the Micro Finance Institu- and Development, tackled the topic of dence this would work Geha believes,
USA, further discussed social and eco-tion offers loans at minimal interest social and economic development byand the rest is up to us.
nomic justice. He began by spotlight- rates and charges a negligible amountanalyzing an alternative strategy, So- An interactive session of Q&A
ing a saying by one of the major econo-to open a bank account, providing cial Entrepreneurship; a global phe- followed every guest speaker, allow-
mists, Keynes, “no idea more power- equal opportunities to poor people to nomenon combining business with ingthe audience to share their thoughts
ful than the idea of justice.” He men- have access to accounts. In addition tosocial impact and community develop- and questions regarding the topic.

www. haigazian.edu_ Ib
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SEROP’'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE F00D

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979

INNOVATIV

idmifurnishings.com




