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Young Activists Continue Protests Against Switzerland Appeals ECHR Ruling

BERN, SWIT-
ZERLAND The|_
Swiss Government af
nounced today it wilf
appeal the ruling of th
European Court of HU
man Rights (ECHR) o
December 17, 2013
overturning the convic
tion of Dogu Peringe
for denying the Arme
nian Genocide.

The decisionwa
made by the Swiss Fed-
eral Office of Justice to ask the ECHR’s together since December, along with a
Grand Chamber to review the ruling in team of scholars and experts in inter-
order to clarify the scope available to national human rights law, major Ar-

YEREVAN -- Hundreds of mostly  ality of the unpopular measure chal- Swiss authorities in applying the Swiss menian organizations and individuals,
young people scuffled with riot police lenged by Armenia’s four main oppo- Criminal Code to combat racism. The as a strategic team to inform and edu-
in Yerevan on Friday in continuing sition parties. anti-racism law was created in 1995 in cate Swiss public opinion.
protests against a controversial re- Opponents of the reform say that order to comply with the UN Conven- IIGHRS produced a full-page in-
form of Armenia’s pension system tax authorities are therefore not al- tion on the Elimination of All Forms of formational advertisement that ap-
initiated by the government. lowed to deduct 5 percent of workers’ Racial Discrimination. peared in Switzerland’s leading Ger-

The police used force against the gross wages at least until a ruling on In 2007, Mr. Dogu Peringcek was man and French language newspapers
protesters and detained three of themthe case. Government officials, in- convicted under the Swiss anti-racismNeue Ziircher Zeitung on March 6 and
after they blocked a street adjacent tocluding Sargsian, claim the opposite. law for publicly denying the Armenian Le Temps on March 7. The advertise-

Controversial Pension System Reform
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the Armenian Ministry of Finance. All “The minister has become a per-
three men were set free later in the day .son extorting money,” Davit Manukian,

Genocide. He failed to win two appeals ments were the product of collabora-
in Swiss courts, then appealed to thetion between the Switzerland Armenia

The crowd organized by the Dem a Dem Em leader, shouted through aECHR. On December 17, 2013, the Association and the IIGHRS.

Em (I Am Against) pressure group megaphone outside the ministry build-
demonstrated outside the ministry ing. Manukian and other protesters

building in the city center to condemn demanded that Sargsian come out of

Finance Minister Davit Sargsian for the building and meet them in public.
his warnings issued to public and pri- The 36-year-old minister refused
vate employers. to do that, sending instead the chief of
Sargsian said last week that the his staff, Karen Tamazian, to talk to
employers will face fines if they fail to the angry protesters. “This is dema-
enforce the reform requiring workers gogy,” Tamazian told them. “This is
aged 40 and younger to save for retire-not an offer of dialogue.”
ment, despite its suspension by the Tamazian also said that Sargsian
Constitutional Court in late January. is ready to receive representatives of
The court is scheduled to open on
March 28 hearings on the constitution-

Five Candidates Qualify for

June Special Municipal Election

GLENDALE, CA -- Glendale’s
City Clerk announced today that five
candidates had qualified for the ballot
in the upcoming June 3, 2014 Special
Municipal Election. Seven individuals
had expressed interest in running but
only five submitted papers to qualify.
The City Clerk’s office confirmed that
all five candidates who returned their
papers had the requisite 100 signature

from registered Glendale voters to

gualify each candidate for the ballot. TU U UTE -
The order of candidates to appear on & * Ak ok ok ok Ak &
the ballot will be determined by a ran- |4

domized alphabets drawing thatis con-
ducted by the California Secretary of
State on March 13, 2014. man
These are the candidates who The June 3, 2014 Special Mu-
have qualified (List is alphabetical by nicipal Election was triggered by the
last name. Actual order will be deter- election of then-Councilmember Rafi
mined on 3/13/14): Manoukian to the office of City Trea-
* Rick Barnes Business Owner / surer in April 2013. The resulting va-
Realtor cancy was filled by retiring
» Paula Devine Retired Teacher Councilmember Frank Quintero who
e Vartan Gharpetian Business was appointed by the City Council
Owner until such time that a special consoli-
» Chahe Keuroghelian Small Busi-
ness Manager

Continuedon page 4

\
—Are you—

* Mike Mohill Retired Business-

Continuedon page 4

ECHR overturned this conviction on
the grounds of freedom of speech.

The purpose of these ads was to
raise awareness with the Swiss public
The International Association of that the December 17, 2013 ruling of
Genocide and Human Rights Studiesthe Perincek vs. Switzerland case by
(A Division of the Zoryan Institute) the European Court of Human Rights,
(IGHRS) and the Switzerland-Arme-

nia Association (SAA) have worked Continued on page 4

Jailed Turkish-Armenian Writer Forced to
Sleep on Floor, Not Allowed Showers

ISTANBUL (Hurriyet Daily) --
Turkish-Armenian linguist and writer
Sevan Nisanyan, who was jailed on
charges of illegal construction, is be-
ing forced to sleep on the floor in his
cellandis being prevented from taking
showers, activists have told Turkish
media.

Nisanyan was moved from an
open to a closed prison last week afterf
he wrote a letter to the public explain- :
ing how an investigation was opened
against him after he denounced a guarg
who stole his credit card.

A group formed in solidarity with  grounds that there were no available
the outspoken linguist, comprised of beds, describing this as “torture.” It
fellow writers, journalists and activ- added that it was now preparing to
ists, has expressed its concerns republicize the treatment of Nisanyan to
garding the conditions of his imprison- the international public.
ment. Nisanyan was handed a two-year

“Our state persists in giving sentence approved by the Court of
Nisanyan a hard time, even now whenAppeals on Jan. 2, on charges of ille-
it faces turmoil. Nisanyan has been gally constructing buildings in Sirince,
forcedly exiled to the Buca closed a village in the western province of
prison facility. The Torbali open prison Izmir that he has contributed to pro-
was already marked by ill-treatment of moting across the world.
an intellectual who has added a lot of He had completed the construc-
value to this country. We are ashamedtion of a house after a court ruled that
on their behalf,” said Sait Cetinoglu, a the area was a natural site, rejecting
writer and member of the solidarity the ruling as an “arbitrary decision.”
group. In a separate case, Nisanyan was

According to Internet news por- also condemned to a 3.5-month prison
tal T24, the group said Nisanyan hadterm for committing blasphemy against
been forced to sleep on the floor on thethe Prophet Muhammad in a blog post.
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President Sarkisian Denounces Turkey and Key Suspect in Hrant Dink Murder Trial
Azerbaijan for “Xenophobic Policies” Released

DUBLIN -- President Serzh us. We regret profoundly that numer-
Sarkisian denounced Turkey’s long- ous human lives’ losses were regis-
running economic blockade of Arme- tered in Kiev. Under the existing cir-
nia and accused Ankara of pursuing acumstances it is necessary to take al
“xenophobic policy” towards his na- possible measures in order to ease th
tion, as he addressed a summit of thdension and find reasonable solutions
European People’s Party in Dublin late by the means of a dialogue,” the Arme-
on Thursday. He went on to implicitly nian president said.
accuse Europe of tolerating “manifes- Sarkisian did not comment fur-
tations of fascism” in Azerbaijanilead- ther, avoiding any mention of Russia’s
ers’ public statements on the Nagorno-military intervention in Ukraine’s au-
Karabakh conflict. tonomous republic of Crimea that has

“It is incomprehensible and un- been strongly condemned by the West
acceptable to us, when any manifesta- ~ Sarkisian also reaffirmed his
tions of fascism are being tolerated, stated commitment to closer partner-
when evident hate speech of the Presiship with the European Union but im- ISTANBUL -- A Turkish court Tuncel, who worked as an infor-
dent of Azerbaijan, a Council of Eu- plied thatit must be “compatible” with released Erhan Tuncel on Friday, whomant for the Trabzon Police Depart-
rope member State, is pretended to goArmenia’s forthcoming membership had previously been acquitted of all ment, was sentenced to 10 years in
unnoticed. For the Eastern Partnershipof a Russian-led alliance of ex-Soviet charges related to the 2007 killing of prison for his role in the 2004 bombing
to work effectively we should employ states. Hrant Dink, the late editor-in-chief of of a McDonald's restaurantin the Black
straight and honest talk on the issues Sarkisian remained careful notto the Turkish-Armenian weekly Agos, Sea town of Trabzon but was acquit-
of reciprocal concern,” said the Arme- use the term “"European integration” aspyt was then arrested during the retrialted of all charges relating to the Dink
nian president, as quoted by his presshe addressed the summit, he spokesf the murder case, Turkish Today's murder, including prosecutors' claims
service. instead of his government’s “policy of zaman Daily reports. in the first trial that he was the one who

He also reminded that Turkey, a complementing and harmonizing in- The Istanbul 14th High Criminal had ordered Yasin Hayal, the man who
member of the EU Customs Union, hasterests” of Armenia’s key foreign part- Courtbegan a review of the trial late was given a life sentence for soliciting
not lifted the blockade of Armenia, ners. last year after the Supreme Court of Dink's shooter, to murder him.
even though last December the Euro- “We appreciate the assistance thatpappeals overturned the Istanbul Tuncel, along with all the other
pean Union made a decision to providethe European Union and its membercoyrt's ruling from Jan. 17, 2012, defendants, were cleared of member-
Armenia with an opportunity to benefit States have been backing Armenia inwhich had dismissed the involve- ship of a terrorist organization in an
from the enhanced Generalized Schemdts social-economic and institutional ment of an organized criminal net- earlier ruling of a local court.
of Preferences. development, strengthening of our gov- work in the murder. Dink was shot and killed in broad

“Nowadays, when humankind ernmentagencies, reform of the public Tuncel was released as part of adaylight on Jan. 19, 2007, by an ultra-
gets ready to mark the centennial ofsector, fight against corruption and pj|| reducing the maximum period of nationalist teenager outside the of-
the World War | and the horror it reduction of poverty,” said Sarkisian. arrest to five years, which was signedfices of his newspaper in Istanbul.
unleashed, Turkey continues its policy “About two weeks ago the National jnto law by Turkish President Abdullah Evidence discovered since then has
of denial, attempts to bury the memory Security Council of Armeniaapproved G| on Thursday night. The court led to claims that the murder was
of more than one million victims of the an action plan for cooperation betweenryled that Tuncel's detention period aslinked to the “deep state,” a term
Armenian Genocide and disregard de-Armeniaand the EUin 2014 and 2015.” 3 suspect had exceeded the maximumgeferring to a shadowy group of mili-
mands of a nation that was deprived of ~ “We are committed to continué as he had been under arrest for fivetary and civilian bureaucrats believed
its homeland, refuses to repent forour efforts at seeking effective coop- years and five months. to have links with organized crime.
what had been done and thus pursuesration mechanisms with the EU, which

a xenophobic policy that at its roots is will both reflect the essence of the = Agmenjan FM Meets with Minsk Group
aimed at harming Armenia and Arme- preceding discussions we had with the

nians,” he said. EU and are compatible with the other Co-Chairs in Moscow
Sarkisian also addressed the cri-cooperation formats,” he added in a
sis in Ukraine. “The Ukrainian events clear reference to the Customs Union MOSCOW -- Armenian Foreign the previous day.
are a matter of serious concern to all ofof Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. wminister Edward Nalbandian on Tues- “Talks with FM Nalbandian in
day held a meeting in Moscow with Moscow confirm that Armenia seeks a
. gl Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group peaceful settlement in Nagorno-
Parliament Ma]orlty Blocks New Probe Igor Popov (Russia), Jacques Fau?eﬁarabakh,” James Warlick tv?/eeted
into March 2008 Kllllngs (France), James Warlick (USA) and after the meeting.
the OSCE Chairman-in-Office’s Per- On Tuesdya, the U.S. Co-Chair

sonal Representative Andrzej Kasprzyk. James Warlick expressed hope that the
According to the Armenian For- presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan
eign Ministry’s official website, dur- will meet again this month in a further
ing the meeting the sides continuedattempt to revive the Nagorno-
discussions “around taking forward Karabakh peace process.
the negotiating process for a peaceful In a series of tweets, Warlick,
settlement of the Karabakh problem.” Washington'’s chief Karabakh negotia-
The co-Chairs briefed the Arme- tor, at the same time cited fears that
nian Foreign Minister on the results of the crisis in Ukraine could heighten
their meeting with Azerbaijani Foreign tensions in the Armenian-Azerbaijani
Minister EImar Mammadyarov in Paris, conflict zone.

wards, setting last-minute conditions said that the parliament majority
that were rejected by the HAK. would share responsibility for the

Speaking during parliament de- 2008 bloodshed and what he called
bates on the matter held in late Febru-“obstruction of justice” by the Ar-
ary, HHK lawmakers questioned oppo- menian authorities.

YEREVAN — The National As- of them members of the ruling Repub- sition assertions that the proposed com- The authorities have said in the
sembly blocked on Monday the launch lican Party of Armenia (HHK), voted mission could help to solve at least past that the violence resulted from
of a new parliamentary inquiry into the against. some of the killings. The ruling party’s former President Levon Ter-
2008 deadly post-election violence in An HAK Dbill circulated last month  parliamentary leader, Galust Sahakian,Petrosian’s attempt to forcibly seize
Yerevan that was demanded by itsenvisaged the creation of an ad hocofficially rejected the oppositioninitia- power in the wake of the February
opposition minority. commission tasked with investigating tive shortly before Monday’s vote. 2008 presidential election in which

Only 46 members of the 131-seatthe March 1-2, 2008 street clashes“Those who think they can organize he was the main opposition candi-
Armenian parliament backed the initia- between security forces and opposi-shows on one or another issue aredate. Ter-Petrosian, who leads the
tive put forward by the opposition tion protests, which left ten people wrong,” he said. HAK, and his associates insist that
Armenian National Congress (HAK) dead. The HHK promised to agree to The motion was voted down the authorities deliberately used le-
and backed by three other minority such a probe in late 2012 but effec-after a warning issued by Levon thal force to enforce the results of
factions. Sixty-six other deputies, most tively reneged on that pledge after- Zurabian, an HAK leader. Zurabian blatant vote rigging.
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Catherine Ashton visits Armenian Cathedral Monastery of Bardzrakash St. Gregory
in New Julfa

YEREVAN -- The Monastery of servation and Finance. The final list of
Bardzrakash St. Gregory in Dsegh, 7 sites will be selected by the Board of
Armenia is among the 11 monumentsEuropa Nostra. ‘The 7 Most Endan-

TEHRAN —The EU High Repre- expressed gratitude to the Europeanand sites shortlisted for ‘The 7 Most gered’ for 2014 will be unveiled at a
sentative for Foreign Affairs and Se- Union for recognizing the Armenian Endangered’ 2014 program ofthe lead-press conference on 5 May at the
curity Policy Catherine Ashton visited Genocide and referred to the ECHRing European heritage organization House of Europe in Vienna by high-
the Armenian Holy Savior Cathedralin ruling on Armenian Genocide denial Europa Nostra and the European In-level representatives from Europa
New Julfa, Iran on March 10. case. vestment Bank Nostra and the EIB Institute.

Ashton first paid a visit to 350- He praised the constant support This monastic complex, dedi- 11 European sites shortlisted for
year old St. Joseph of Arimathea of the Iranian authorities to the main- cated to St. Gregory, the first offi- ‘The 7 Most Endangered’ program.
Church of the All Saviour’s Cathedral, tenance of the Armenian Churches andcial head of the Armenian Church, These sites are
which is famous for its spectacular cultural values, and reminded a few dates from the 10th to the 13th cen- -Monastery of Bardzrakash St.
frescos. “Komitas” choir performed years ago neighboring Azerbaijan de-turies. Situated in the cultural land- Gregory, Dsegh, Armenia;
hymns conducted by Armen molished the Armenian cross-stonesscape of the village of Dsegh, deep -Stage Machinery of the Bourla
Amirkhanian. The EU High Represen- in Old Julfa, which was a cultural in a verdant gorge, the stone struc-Theatre, Antwerp, Belgium;
tative and other members of her del-genocide. The Primate voiced hopetures of the main buildings lie in -Thracian Sanctuary in Mishkova
egation listened to the hymns andthatthe European Parliament will con- ruins, without roofs, and encroached niva area, Bulgaria;
watched the picturesque frescos ofdemn the vandalism to prevent theon by vegetation. -Historic neighborhoods of
the church, which introduce the whole reoccurrence of such genocides else- The rehabilitation of the monu- Dolcho and Apozari, Kastoria, Greece,;
history of the Old and New Testa- where in the future. Catherine Ashton ment would help establish Dsegh as a -Citadel of Alessandria, Italy;
ments, commandments of the Church,assured she would pursue the proteccentre for tourism and boost the local -Roman Archaeological Site of
the passions of St. Gregory the lllumi- tion of human rights. economy. However, it can only be Golemo GradiSte, Konjuh, Former
nator, as well as Paradise and Hell. Atthe end of the visit Ms. Ashton accomplished with international ex- Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;

Primate of the Armenian Diocese left a note in the memory book of the pertise and support. The Ministry of -Paco de Vilar de Perdizes in
of Isfahan, Bishop Papken Charian museum. Culture of the Republic of Armenia Montalegre, Portugal,
nominated the monument for ‘The 7 -Carillons of the Mafra National
Challandes: Armenia Has Great Chance of ~ Most Endangered 2014. Palace, Portugal;

. . This year, civil society organiza- -Wooden Churches in Southern
Advancmg to Eur0-2016 Flnals tions and public bodies from all over Transylvania and Northern Oltenia,
Europe submitted their nominations. Romania;
Eleven sites were shortlisted by an -Color Row Settlement in
international panel of specialists in His- Chernyakhovsk, Russia;
tory, Archaeology, Architecture, Con- -Synagogue in Subotica, Serbia

YEREVAN—The
newly appointed hea
coach of the Armenia
national football tean
Bernar Challandes b
lievesthatthe Armenia
squad has a great poteg
tial and could realize it
dream to participate i ﬂh || - ks On March 13 the State Youth Or- very glad about this. | have had concerts
Euro 2016. Challande ' ﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂs chestra of Armenia will perform with in more than 50 countries and have
was chosen from amo world famous violinist Dmitry played with over 300 orchestras. I'm
49 coaches the Armg Sitkovetsky. During the concert the au- well aware of what's happening in the
nian FootbaIIFederati dience will enjoy Violin Concerto by field of classical music. | can say that the
negotiated with. Johannes Brahms and Symphony No.6youth orchestras are the most interest-

“The Armenian “Pastorale” by Ludwig van Beethoven. ing and the most viable today,” Dmitry
squad will not win toda Sitkovetsky has performed as a Sitkovetsky told reporters in Yerevan.
but it could win tomor soloist with many of the world’s leading “This country has an ancient and
row. | have studied aj¥ orchestras including the Berlin, New rich culture. | have had an opportunity to
the games of the lall J 'Jp" - York, LA Philharmonic, Concertgebouw communicate and study with brilliant
season. The team has 2 ] in Amsterdam. He has performed at aArmenian artists. | have performed
great potential and could realize its The 62-year-old has signed a two- number of high-profile festivals. In2003, works by Aram Khachaturian and a
dream”, — said Challandes during anyear contract to lead the team duringSitkovetsky was appointed Music Di- good of friend of mine, contemporary
introductory press conference. UEFA EURO 2016 qualification. rector of the Greensboro Symphony American Armenian composer Yakov

The new head coach said he wasChallandes started his coaching career irOrchestra. Yakulov. Someone once called Yakov “a
impressed by Armenia’s performance 1977 and was atthe helm of FC Yverdon- “This is my first visit to Armenia walking Holocaust,” because his ances-
against Italy in a FIFA World Cup quali- Sport, BSC Young Boys and Servette FCand the first cooperation with the Statetors are Armenian, Jewish and Gypsy,”
fication match. “I never thought | would among others before being recruited byYouth Orchestra of Armenia, and I'm the violinist said.
head that team, and when the offerthe Swiss Football Association (SFV-
came, | didn’t think long.” ASF) in 1995. He took charge of the the year in 2009 after guiding them to aEURO 2016 qualifying Group | along-

“I'mheretowin,” Challandes said. Switzerland Under-21 team in 2001 and 12th championship. He followed that by side Portugal, Denmark, Serbia and Al-
“I'm well aware what | have come here led them to the semi-finals of the UEFA claiming the Swiss Cup with FC Sion in bania. They begin their campaign in
for. If I win, | stay, if | lose, | go. That's European U21 Championship in 2002. 2011 before working at Neuchatel Denmark on 7 September with their first
an unwritten rule whether here, in Swit- He moved onto FC Zirich in 2007 Xamax FC and FC Thun. home game against Serbia to follow on
zerland or Brazil.” and was named Switzerland’s coach of Armenia were drawn in the UEFA 11 October.

World Famous Dmitry Sitkovetsky to Perform
with the State Youth Orchestra of Armenia
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"Armenian Genocide Survivors and the Prof. James Russell to Speak on
Woven Art" Conference at CSUN “An Armenian Eccentric: The Life and Times
of Kara Darvish”

FRESNO -- Dr. James Russell,
Mashtots Professor of Armenian Stud-
ies at Harvard University will speak on
“An Armenian Eccentric: The Life and
Times of Kara Darvish” at 7:30 PM on
Thursday, March 20, 2014, in the
University Business Center, Alice Pe-
ters Auditorium, Room 191, on the
Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Arme-
Library conference nian Studies Program Spring Lecture
room on Saturdayj® _ Series and is co-sponsored by the
March 29, from 1:00{5%38 # : :Q ot Armenian Students Organization at
5:00 p.m. Itis cospo ’ A ety Fresno State and the National Associa-
sored by the Armenia tion for Armenian Studies and Re-
Rugs Society and t search. The Spring Lecture Series is
United Armenian Coun funded through the Leon S. Petersthe novel Nave leran vra (“The Ship
cil of Los Angeles. | Foundation. upon the Mountain”).

This conferencd=== b Kara Darvish (Hakob Genjian) Dr. James R. Russell is the
aims to illuminate the Armenian Geno- Harold Bedoukian, “Armenian Orphans was an Armenian Futurist poet who Mashtots Professor of Armenian Stud-
cide from the perspective of the wo- and Orphanages: Their Contribution to lived and worked mainly in Tiflis, Geor- ies in the Department of Near Eastern
ven art in its widest scope: rugs, em-the Carpet Weaving World”; gia, before and after World War |. He Languages and Civilizations at Harvard
broideries, lace work, handkerchiefs, VahramShemmassian,” The Industrieswrote several novels and manifestoes,University. Professor Russell has
textiles, and so on. The artists wereat the Armenian Refugee Campof Portbut is best known for the “postcard” authored over one hundred scholarly
widows and orphans, survivors who Said, 1915-1919";HratchKozibeyokian, poems he distributed at cafés and out-articles, many of which have been
from the massacres in the mid-1890s"“The Revival of an Ancient People and side cinemas which proclaim his cos- collected in his Armenian and Iranian
through the decades following World Their Crafts in Post-World War | mopolitan and revolutionary credo and Studies (2004). He is most recently the
War | maintained their sanity and dig- Aleppo, Syria”; Susan Lind-Sinanian: experimenwith odd typefaces and ex- author of a study on and translation of
nity by keeping busy with gainful oc- “Stitching to Survive: Handcrafts of periment with incantatory nonsense the collected poems of Bedros Tourian
cupations. In a sense, traumatized asArmenian Widows and Orphans, wordsin Armenian, dipping alsointo the entitled Bosphorus Nights (2006).
they were, they mocked life’s unfair- 1896-1930"; Bared Maronian, “The Armenian mythological past. (His Rus- The lecture is free and open to
ness and cruelty by producing what Newly-Discovered Hajin Orphan sian Futurist colleagues named this techthe public. Free parking will be avail-
was beautiful and ennobling. Their Rug.” Dr. HasmigBaran will intro- nique zaum’, i.e., transrational language.)able, using a parking code, in Lots P5
manufactured articles reached Europe duce the speakers. Among his friends and associates wereand P6 adjacentto the UBC the night of
the United States and elsewhere. People  CSUN is located at 18111 the poetsOsip Mandelstamand Yeghishghe lecture. For more information on
purchased them out of humanitarian- Nordhoff Street, Northridge, Califor- Charents; and Kostan Zarian evokes théhe lecture please contact the Arme-
ism, but by doing so they also enrichednia. The parking structure is B3 at poet and his turbulent surroundings in nian Studies Program at 278-2669.
themselves with valueless artworks. Darby and Prairie streets (the informa-

NORTHRIDGE,
CA -- The Armenia
Studies Program 4
California State Univer
sity, Northridge
(CSUN) willhosta con
ference on the them
of Armenian Genocid{
Survivors and the W
ven Art. The event wil
take place at the Ovial

The following speakers will par- tion booth for parking tickets is on Enrollment Approaching for Armenian
ticipate: GevorkNazaryan, “Armenian Prairie). For further information, con- . .
Weaving Centers in the Ottoman Em- tact vahram.shemmassian@csun.edu Virtual College Sprmg Term

pire on the Eve of the Genocide”; or (818) 677-3456. ] ] ) )
Spring registration for AGBU’s sion.

Youno Activi ntin Pr Armenian Virtual College (AVC) will Dr. Zorian, who saw the
oung Actvists Continue otests begin on March 14, 2014. The free AVC program’s enroliment increase after
Continued from page 1 inflation in the early 1990s. chess course is back by popular demandits pilot semester, remarked on its

Hundreds of thousands of other for the third consecutive term, in addi- quality: “We are pleased that the AVC
the protesters in his office. The crowd Armenians suffered similar financial tion to AVC'’s for-credit classes in Ar- chess course was so well-received in
rejected the offer before throwing coins |gsses at the time. The fate of thosemenian language, history and culture. the fall and winter terms. Through
at the building and blocking the street. cash deposits is one of the main argu- ~ The AVC chess course was met events such as the Digitec Expo, and
Police officers swiftly used force to ments of workers opposed to the re-with widespread praise when it first our growing community of online sub-
unblock it. form. They say that they may similarly launched in the fall, most notably from scribers, we’'ve shown that AVC is

The scuffles followed an at- pe unable to retrieve their pension sav-Armenia’s President Serzh Sarkisian. truly at the forefront of the e-learning
tempted self-immolation by an elderly jngs after retirement. President Sarkisian and his delegationmovement. We look forward to con-
man who joined the demonstration. Government officials counter that visited the AVC booth at the annual tinuing to expand our reach, and con-
Nikolay Aghabekian, 67, poured gaso- the two private pension funds chosenDigitec Expo, which draws thousands necting with even more chess talents,
line over himself and tried to set him- {5 handle their money are owned by of individuals and international busi- in the spring.”
self on fire. Police officers were quick renowned European asset managemenessesto Yerevan. There, AVC founder ~ The AVC spring term will run
to stop him doing that. firms. One of them is a joint venture and ABGU Central Board member Dr. from April 21 — June 24, 2014. To

Moments before the apparent hetween Austria’s C-QUADRAT In- Yervant Zorian demonstrated the chessregister for the AVC chess course and
suicide attempt Aghabekian urged theyestment and Germany’s Talanx Assetprogram’s user-friendly features, in- other AVC classes, email
much younger people to keep up theirmanagement. The other, Amundi- cluding exercises, puzzles and quiz-enrollment@avc-agbu.org. Or, visitthe
campaign, brandishing his Soviet-era ACBA, is a subsidiary of the French zes—the product of an ongoing part- AVC portal at www.avc-agbu.org to
bank savings books. He said the life- panks Credit Agricole and Societe nership with the Armenian Chess Fed-create your login and submit your
long savings were wiped out by hyper- Generale. eration. The state delegation welcomedenrollment application.

. . . the course as a way to further promote The chess course is offered free
Five Candidates Quallfy chess in public schools, keeping in line of charge. Standard rates apply for all

Continued from page 1 Kassakhian, City Clerk. “It will be a with the Ministry of Education’s mis- other AVC courses.

unigue election in that most people are . .

dated election could be held to fill the not accustomed to voting for city Switzerland Appeals ECHR Rullng
vacancy. The City Council voted to council in June, so we need
hold a Special Municipal Election con- everyone’s help in getting the word Continued from page 1 tions in Switzerland are highly mobi-
solidated with the State Primary which out to participate.” lized in collaboration with The Interna-
will be conducted by the County of The City of Glendale plans on promotes racism and violence againsttional Institute for Genocide and Hu-
Los Angeles. updating its popular GlendaleVotes.org Armenians in Turkey and elsewhere. man Rights Studies, which took a full-

“Although we will not be con- website with information about the The statement further argued that thepage advertisement in newspapers, in-
ducting this election, we will be work- election and the candidates vying for Swiss government has a moral re-cluding "Le Temps." A petition that
ing closely with the County of Los the open seat. The winner of the Junesponsibility to appeal this ruling and has more than 10,000 signatures was
Angeles’s Elections Division to pro- election will have to participate in the defend its laws against racism. also sent to the Minister of Justice and
vide as much information gsossible  April 2015 regularly scheduled bien- Le Temps (Geneva), in covering Police, Simonetta Sommaruga, for
to our city’s residents,” said Ardy nial municipal election. this story, wrote, “Armenian associa- Switzerland to appeal.”
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Mount Ararat is the tallest mountain located i historical Armenia.

An inactive volcano capped yvear round with ice and snow, reaches 5165 m.
Mount Ararat has fascinated mountaineers ever since Khachadour Abowviam

climbed it in 1829,

The Dream Team 2013 will present a documentary of their spectacular climb to
Mount Ararat, their pilgrimage to Ani, Akhtamar and will share their challenges

and rewarding experiencea.
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