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= Health Insurance
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e O
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Pasadena, CA 9110

¥
YAeLn esinne % -~

aras  EAISER PERMAMENTE
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Armenian Pension Reform Overturned Armenia’s Prime Minister Resigns
by Constitutional Court YEREVAN — Armenia’s Prime all government members, and all HHK
Minister Tigran Sarkisian unexpect- representatives for the joint work and
edly submitted his resignation on Thurs- asked us to grant his request.”
day, which was accepted by President The ruling party representative re-
Serzh Sarkisian, Spokesman for thefused to be drawn on reasons for the
Republican Party of Armenia, Vice- move. Heinsisted only thatit has nothing
President of the National Assembly to do with a vote of no confidence in
Edward Sharmazanov announced fol-Sarkisian’s cabinetwhich Armenia’s four
lowing the Party’s plenary session. main opposition parties planned to pro-
Sharmazanov said Sarkisian hadpose in the parliament on April 28.
filed his resignation a month ago, but The premier confmed his resig-
given that the Constitutional Court was nation on his Facebook page. He too
still reviewing Armenia’s pension re- gave no reasons for the move. “l wish
form, the President had asked him tothe new government productive work
continue his duties. for the good of the country,” he wrote.
“The prime minister said that itis Under the Armenian constitution,
his personal decision,” Sharmazanovall government ministers must also
told a news conference after the meetstep down if the prime minister is
ing. “He thanked all of his colleagues, dismissed or decides to quit.

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Consti- should their demands not be met.

U.S. and Russia Voice Concern Over

tutional Court overturned on Wednes- Hundreds protested against the

d_ay a contr_oversial reform of the na- law In Yerevan Ias_t moqth, saying the Attacks Against Kessab

tional pension system that has trig- mandatory deduction will not guaran-

gered angry street protests by youngtee a decent pension. The United States and Russiadent Obama’s conversation with Pope

workers affected by it. The Court has The government was quick to have issued statements expressing-rancis yesterday, they discussed

found several clauses of thr new law react to the verdict with a statement concern over the fate of Armenian- among other things the plight of mi-

on pensions illegal. posted on its website. “The govern- populated Kessab in Syria that hasnorities, especially Christians, inside
The ruling read out by the Con- ment will press ahead with this radical been under attacks by Islamic mili- Syria today.”

stitutional Court chairman, Gagik reformaimed atimprovingthe people’s tants in recent days. The U.S. Department of State

Harutiunian, gave the government andwell-being within the framework of During a daily briefing in Washing- representative also referred to some

the parliament until September 30 to proper constitutional formulations,” ton on Friday U.S. Department of State statements issued by groups fighting
scrap this and other provisions de-said the statement. It added that thedeputy spokesperson Marie Harf said thein Kessab saying that they will not
clared unconstitutional and bring the government will adopt a “plan of fur- United Statesis “deeply troubled by recenttarget civilians and will respect minori-
pension law into conformity with Ar- ther actions” after receiving and look- fighting and violence that is endangering ties and holy places. “We expect those

menian law. ing into the full text of the Constitu- the Armeniancommunityin Kessab, Syria, commitments to be upheld. The United
According to the new law, citi- tional Court ruling. and has forced many to flee.” States will continue its steadfast sup-
zens born after January 1, 1974, must Wednesday's ruling marked a More than 600 ethnic Armenian port to those affected by violence in

contribute 5 percent of their monthly rare case of the Armenian Constitu- families had to flee their homes in the Syria and throughout the region, in-
salaries to a pension fund and thetional Court striking down a major town situated in the northwest of Syria cluding Syrian Armenians. We have
government must match that contri- government measure. It came amidafterarmed bands reportedly affiliated long had concerns about the threat
bution with another 5 percent, not to growing cooperation among the four with al-Qaeda penetrated from nearbyposed by violent extremists, and this
exceed 25,000 drams ($61) per month.opposition parties. The latter agreed Turkish territory and seized the place latest threat to the Armenian commu-

During the day young civil activ- on Tuesday to jointly stage demonstra-after clashes with Syrian governmentnity in Syria only underscores this
ists held a silent act of protest in front of tions in Yerevan on April 28-30 in troops. The Armenians took refuge in further,” Harf said.

the Court building, awaiting the verdict. support of a vote of no confidence in Latakia, some 60 kilometers to the This statement by the U.S. offi-
Earlier members of Dem.am civil initia- Sarkisian’s cabinet put forward by south of their community. cial was followed by a remarkable
tive had threatened civil dibedience them in the National Assembly. “There are far too many innocent exchange with a reporter attending the
civilians suffering as a result of the daily briefing.
Representatives Ed Royce and Eliot Engel ~ war. All civilians, as well as their One question said: “According to
.. places of worship, must be protected.reports in Turkey, the Foreign Minis-
Introduce Turkey Christian Churches As we have said throughout this con-ter Mr. Davutoglu planned a provoca-

o1 flict, we deplore continued threats tive act inside Syria so Turkey has the

Accountablllty Act against Christians and other minorities excuse to invadgsyria, Do yo)[/j want to
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Rep. Committee. "Over decades, Christianin Syria,” she said. “And as you may

Ed Royce (R-CA), Chairman of the church properties, particularly those have seen from the readout of Presi- Continued on page 3

House Foreign Affairs Committee, and belonging to the Armenian, Syriac, and

Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY), Ranking Greek Orthodox communities have

Member of the Committee, have intro- been either violently overtaken or ille-

Kessab Mayor Confirms Armenians Suffered

duced H.R. 4347, the Turkey Christian gally confiscated by Turkish authori- no Casualties
Churches Accountability Act, reported ties under various excuses. These
the Armenian Assembly of America. churches under Turkish control have Unconfirmed reports about Kessab’'s Mayor Vasken

H. R. 4347 requires an annual reportbeen looted, converted to mosques,atrocities committed in Kessab ap- Chaparian confirmed that in a phone
from the U.S. Department of State on storehouses, casinos, vandalized angeared in some Armenian Diasporainterview with RFE/RL’'S Armenian
the status of stolen, confiscated oroftenirreparably damaged,” Royce said.publications in the United States last service (Azatutyun.am) on Tuesday.
unreturned Christian properties in ter- Royce continued, "Vulnerable week. One report alleged that as many‘These are lies. We have suffered no
ritories controlled by Turkey. religious minorities deserve more thanas 80 Armenians died in the rebel casualties,” he said from Latakia, re-
"This legislation holds Turkey just piecemeal returns of their stolen assault. Althoughit proved to be false, ferring to alarmist reports spread

accountable for its international obli- religious properties.”" According to the allegation was picked up and cir- through the Internet.

gations to protect and promote humanChairman Royce, "It is important that culated through online social networks Chaparian also dismissed rumors
rights, and it calls attention to Turkish the United States continue to encour-by Armenians around the world. Many that the rebels took hostage some of
leaders' broken promises to returnage Turkish leaders to uphold their of them accused Turkey of being around 40 elderly Armenians who were
church properties to their rightful own- commitments and return all remaining behind the “massacre,” drawing par- unable to flee Kessab together with the
ers," stated Chairman Royce accord- allels with the 1915 Armenian geno- other residents. He said they are being
ing to a press announcement from the Continuedonpage?2 cide in the Ottoman Empire. evacuated to Latakia “little by little.”
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Armenian Agriculture Hit Hard Armenia Backs Russia Over
By Late Blizzard UN Resolution on Ukraine

NEW YORK --
Armenia voted agains
a United Nations Ge
eral Assembly resol
tion on Thursday thg
reaffirmed Ukraine’s
territorial integrity ang
recognized as illegal t
referendum in Crime
thatledto the peninsula
annexation by Russia.

The documen
was approved by a vote of 100 to 11, U.S. Criticizes Armenian Vote

with 58 nations abstaining. Among the On Crimea
countries that also voted against the The United States criticized Ar-
J resolution are Belarus, Bolivia, Cuba, menia on Wednesday for voting against

North Korea, Russia, Syria, Sudan, a UN General Assembly resolution that
Zimbabwe, Venezuela and Nicaragua.condemned as illegal a Moscow-
YEREVAN — An unprecedented said a woman in neighboring Hovtame; According to international news backed referendum that led to Russia’s
spring snowstorm accompanied by freez-village. “Nothing was spared.” agencies, more countries than expecteénnexation of Crimea.
ing temperatures swept through Arme- The calamity also struck vast apri- eventually voted in favor of the docu- “The United States is disappointed
nia over the weekend, causing whatcot groves in the low-lying parts of ment that essentially labels Russia aspy Armenia’s vote against the UN Gen-
appears to be massive damage to localragatsotn, a partly mountainous prov- an aggressor. eral Assembly resolution that con-
agriculture. ince in central Armenia. “The frost has On Wednesday a source at thedemned Crimea’s annexation by Rus-
The heavy snowfall also blocked killed the whole crop,” said a farmer in Armenian Foreign Ministry told RFE/ sia,” the U.S. Embassy in Yerevan said
some Armenian highways and forced Lernamerdz, a local village. RL’s Armenian Service (Azatutyun.am) in written comments to RFE/RL’s Ar-
the government to cancel classes in The snowstorm left the affected that Armenia was likely to abstain.  menian service (Azatutyun.am).
schools and universities across the counrural households fretting over not only Butin an explanatory note before “The United States strongly sup-
try on Monday. The national meteoro- their survival in the months ahead but the vote Armenia’s Representative to ported the UN General Assembly vote
logical service warned of a further drop also repayment of their agricultural the UN Karen Nazarian said: “Armenia and Washington has been very clear on
in temperatures expected on Tuesdayloans extended by commercial banks.has consistently and over years takerour position on this issue. We stand
night. Mkrtich Hovannisian, a middle-aged a principled position on the promotion with Ukraine at every step in this pro-
Farmers in fruit-growing areas farmer in Hovtamej, said he has no of democracy, freedoms and rights, cess,” added the embassy.
south and west of Yerevan bore thechoice but to borrow another loan to including and in particular the equal Asked whether Yerevan's stance
brunt of the highly unusual weather clear his outstanding debt. Neither herights and self-determination of peoplesdamaged U.S.-Armenian relations,
condition that killed early blossoms on nor other villagers anticipated any sig- as universal values and principles, em-the U.S. mission said, “We continue
their orchards serving as a key source ohificant compensation from the gov- braced by this Assembly, based on theto engage with Armenia on many

their modest income. Its severe conse-ernment. UN Charter.” issues.”

guences of were particularly palpable in The Ministry of Agriculture last

the southern Armavir province. week pre-warned farmers of the antici- Nairit Chemical Plant’s Debts To Be Settled
Farmers in two local villages told pated sharp fall in temperatures, recom-

RFE/RL’'s  Armenian  service mending a set of protective measures ‘As Part Of Re-launch Plan’

(Azatutyun.am) that they will hardly meanttominimize damage. Butitdid not

; YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The on account of outstanding loan com-
harvest any apricots, peaches, plums oforecast the snowfall that rendered SUChdebts of Armenia’s idling chemical mitments. Later, the same court ruled
other fruits this summer. efforts meaningless. ' ,

. . i iri i i i that more than $25 million should b
“Ninety-nine percent of my crops The ministry said on Monday with giant, Nairit, will be included in the $ ©

" . . rogram on the plant’s reoperation, levied from Nairit in favor of the Inter-
are gone,” one man in Voskehat village the cold snap not expected to recedd di P pﬁ' ial tate Bank
said as he showed the freeze damagéeefore Wednesday the farmers should™““°"C!"9 toa gdovernmelnt official. ~ sta eK an. | I h
e ; “ . . Energy and Natural Resources aren lIsrayelian, who was
inflicted on his trees. “My grove got still heat their greenhouses and burn 9y y

. .. Minister Armen Movsisian said on Fri- Nairit’s director in 2005-2007, says
frozen last year and the same happenefirewood to protect their crops with PR N,
. that if Rhinoville Property Limited had
now,” he added grimly. smoke. It also said it has set up workingday that the loans borrowed for the if Rhinovi perty Limi

, repayment of wage arrears to the rub-lived up to its investment commit-

snomgnqlilfgtl?izdatlt\l/wi gr?(\j/?f I?/Ieaergh% iroups_ to e""?"“ﬁte tlhe dtamage to theoer plant's employees will not become ments, the company would not be in its
. Armenian agricuiiural sector. a burden for Armenian taxpayers. current situation today. According to

A few days ago the minister said the former manager, the government

Representatives Ed Royce and Eliot Engel that the government planned to take aalso has its share of responsibility for
loan to repay Nairit’s debts that amount this situation.

Continued from page 1 of these communities," stated Engel. totens of millions of dollars. He did not “Had the government managed
A similar measure, H. Res. elaborate on the source and terms ofto exercise proper control instead of
properties without further delay. This 306, passed the House of Represenerediting. trusting Nairit's management it would
bill will make promoting religious free- tatives by a voice vote in 2011. The “These loans have nothing to do be possible to prevent the current situ-
dom and tolerance in Turkey a U.S. Assembly, along with the Eastern with the budget, they will be included ation. By January 1, 2009, Rhinoville
diplomatic priority." and Western Diocese of the Arme-in the plant’s reoperation program,” should already have invested $60 mil-
Ranking Member Engel said, nian Church of America, pushed for Movsisian explained. lion, but it hadn’t. The government
"The Republic of Turkey, and indeed full adoption of the measure in the Asked about when exactly the was aware of that and it could have

all nations, have a responsibility to 112th Congress. The Senate coun-plant was set for re-launch, the minis- overtaken the stocks from Rhinoville
protect, restore, and return religiousterpart, S. Res. 392, was introducedter replied: “We will announce it as under the terms of the contract,”
properties which have been unlawfully by then-Senator Scott Brown (R- soon as the roadmap becomes clear.Israyelian said.

seized from their communities and MA), along with Senators Diane Today Nairit, which employs more The main hope today for the
rightful owners by state authorities." Feinstein (D-CA) and Mark Kirk (R- than 3,000 workers, most of whom are reoperation of the plant that has been
"Armenian, Syriac, and Greek Ortho- IL), however, it stalled in committee furloughed with partial pays, owes wagesmostly idling in the last four years is
dox communities in Turkey have for and no further action was taken. to its workers for more than a year. Its connected with Russia’s largest oil
many years been seeking the return of "We admire the courage of Chair- wage arrears alone amount to $14 mil-company, Rosneft.

their confiscated properties. The manRoyce and Ranking Member Engellion. The plant has also accumulated “Negotiations are in progress,
claims of these communities must befor introducing this important measure debts for electric power, natural gas andthe feasibility study is now being com-
respected and addressed in a comprethat we hope will hold Turkey ac- water that it has consumed as well aspleted,” Energy Minister Movsisian
hensive and timely manner," Engel said.countable for its international obliga- over other activities. said.

"This legislation calls on the Republic tion to protect the rights, history, cul- In January, by the decision of the Last summer Rosneft hired a
of Turkey to meet its international ture, and places of worship of its Moscow Arbitration Court, Nairit's British company, Jacobs Consultancy,
obligations, and urges the United StatesChristian Armenian minority," stated owner, offshore company Rhinoville for conducting a technical audit at
to prioritize the return of unlawfully Archbishop Vicken Aykazian, Dioc- Property Limited with a 90-percent Nairit to determine the potential of the
seized religious properties in order to esan Legate of the Armenian Churchstake, was obliged to pay to the CIS enterprise to produce chloroprene rub-
begin to resolve the legitimate claims of America (Eastern). Interstate Bank a sum of $107 million ber from butadiene.
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SARF Allocates $100,000 Emergency Fund
to Kessab Armenians

Massis Weekly

Dr Vartan Gregorian Honored
with Piscator Award

An Urgent Appeal

WE HAVE HEARD THE CALL...
“Our homes have been taken from us;
centuries of our heritage has been
destroyed. This is a call to all Arme-
nians; this is a call to humanity.”

In the light of the latest develop-
ments in the Kessab region of Syria,

which subjected the Armenian families
to surprise attacks and looting, and
forced them to flee for their lives, the
Executive Committee of the Syrian
Armenian Relief Fund (SARF) held an
emergency session and decided to im-
mediately transfer $100,000 in direct to form the Syrian Armenian Relief
financial assistance to reach our com-Fund in August 2012: Armenian Catho-
patriots to provide a degree of physical|ic Eparchy in North America; Arme-
subsistence and financial relief. nian Evangelical Union of North
The struggle for survival of the America; Western Diocese of the Ar-
Syrian Armenians continues and re- menian Church; Western Prelacy of
quires a united will to provide immedi- the Armenian Apostolic Church of
ate assistance. America; Armenian General Benevo-
Let us share their will to survive |ent Union; Armenian Missionary As-
and provide on-going assistance tosociation of Anerica; Armenian Relief
them. Send your donations to the Syr-Society of Western U.S.A.; Armenian
ian Armenian Relief Fund, P.O. Box Democratic Liberal Party; Armenian
1948, Glendale, CA 91209-1948. Revolutionary Federation-Western
SARF Executive Committee  U.S.A.;and Social Democrat Hunchakian
o Party-Western U.S.A.
The following churches, chari- The web site address follows:
ties and organizations came togethefyww.SyrianArmenianReliefFund.org.

Public Appeal for the Commemoration
of the Armenian Genocide in Turkey

The Armenian organisation AGBU
Europe, the European Grasroots Anti-
racist Movement (EGAM) and the
Turkish movement DurDe! (“Say
Stop”) call upon all concerned to sign
onto a public appeal issued on the occa
sion of the 99th anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide that will take place on
April 24, 2014. The appeal calls upon all
Europeans to join in these commemora+
tions in a spirit of “recognition, solidar-
ity, justice, and democracy”.

The text has already received the
support of such celebrities as public
intellectual Bernard Henry-Levy, writer leader Levent Sensever said that “this
Tahar Ben Jelloun and international question is very important for people in
celebrity Charles Aznavour as well as Turkey. How we resolve it will have an
numerous civil society leaders from enourmous influence on what our coun-
around Europe. The appeal is due to bery will be like in the future. DurDe

BAZI YARALAR

ZamaMLA IYILESMEZ

2. kISEH 7T

published in newspapers in many coun-aspires to a democratic society that does

tries in early April. not tolerate impunity and that values its
The campaign now also has aremaining diversity instead of promoting
dedicated website at nationalism and prejudice. We also owe
www.remember24april1915.eu, it to the Armenians to recognize the
where supporters are invited to crime, to apologize and to see what
sign onto the appeal, as well as ashould be done about it now.”
dedicated facebook page. According to Benjaming Abtan,
April 24 this year will be the sec- President of EGAM, further noted that
ond time a joint EGAM-AGBU Europe “Turkish society is at a historic turning
delegation takes partin the commemorapoint. A struggle is being waged be-

tions in Turkey. In addition to Istanbul, tween denialism on the one hand, and

the three organizations are also involveddemocracy on the other. This year,
in organizing genocide commemorations Turkish civil society will commemorate
in Van and Diyarbakir, in the east of the the genocide. Cities, such as Diyarbakir
country. and Van, will commemorate it too. The
Genocide-Turkey2Commentingon State could soon be the last major insti-
the commemorations to come, DurDe tution to deny the truth of the genocide.”

U.S. and Russia Voice Concern

spokesperson replied: “As | said yes-
terday, | don’'t have anything for you
comment on this?” After clarifying on alleged calls or conversations that
whether the question referred to anare outthere among Turkish officials.”
alleged phone conversation and getting “But Mr. Davutoglu...said that

Continued frompage 1

NEW YORK -- Dr Vartan March 25, 2014 at the Lotos Club in
Gregorian, President of Carnegie Cor-Manhattan,was presented by the per-
poration, is awarded the Honorary forming arts nonprofit, "Elysium—Be-
Erwin Piscator Award 2014 inmemory tween Two Continents." The
of Maria Ley Piscator. This honor organization's goal is to foster "artistic
recognizes Dr. Gregorian as an out-and academic dialogue, creative and
standing supporter of the performing educational exchange, and mutual
arts and "for his extraordinary contri- friendship between the USA and Eu-
butions to education, culture and artsrope, especially the German-speaking
in the United States, from his time at countries, through theatre plays, op-
the University of Pennsylvania, to his eras, concerts, lectures, and exhibi-
legendary tenure at the helm of Newtjons."

York Public Library, his presidency at The award was created by the
Brown University, and currently his Elyseum's founder and artistic direc-
position as President of Carnegie Cor-tor, Gregorij H. von Leitis. In 1985, he
poration of New York." The second instituted the award to honor Piscator's
honoree was Broadway director andartistic and humanitarian legacy and
producer Harold (Hal) Prince who re- hijs |asting influence on theatre on both
ceived the 27th Annual Piscator Award sides of the Atlantic. In particular, the
for his outstanding contributions to German theater director and producer's
American theater and musical theaterdevelopment of "political theater, a

over the past six decades. forum for the individual's ability to
The award ceremony held on effect change."

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Welcomes
Consul General of Armenia Sergey Sarkisov

LOS ANGELES -- Los Angeles

County Board of Supervisors, during a
Board Meeting, welcomed Consul Gen-
eral of the Republic of Armenia in Los
Angeles. The Chairman of the Board of
Supervisors Don Knabe introduced
Sergey Sarkisov to the audience, con
gratulated him on the occasion of his
appointment and expressed hope fo
future effective cooperation.
The Chairman of the Board of
Supervisors presented the plague o
recognition to the Consul General of
RA.

Sergey Sarkisov expressed hissphere for a professional and immedi-
satisfaction thatthe Consulate Generalate contact. He expressed his hope for
of Armenia and the Board of Supervi- the future cooperation to last in the
sors had formed such a warm atmo-same friendly atmosphere.

Harf replied: “Again, not for me to tion took place in front of the UN
comment on those allegations that areoffice in Yerevan with the demand for
out there.” the persecution against ethno-confes-
Meanwhile, the Ministry of For- sional minorities by illegal armed units
eign Affairs of Russia also dissemi- to be put an end to in Syria. Simulta-
nated a statement on Friday expressingieously, the leadership of the Republic
concern over the attacks against theof Armenia expressed its gratitude to the
Armenian-populated town of Kessab Syrian government for the defense of
conducted with the support of artillery the Armenian population,” the statement
and heavy materiel. It strongly con- of the Russian Foreign Ministry said.
demned the acts of terrorism and other “The impression is that more vigor-
crimes against civilians, clearly stating ous activities by extremists are aimed at
that tank guns were applied from the preventing the resumption of intra-Syrian
territory of Turkey. negotiations, depriving the Syrians of the
“The seizure by extremists of the possibility of a political and diplomatic
town of Kessab elicited a broad re- settlement, thwarting the process of
sponse in Armenian communities Syria’s chemical demilitarization. Such a

an affirmative answer, the deputy the tape is genuine.” To this statementthroughout the world. A demonstra- scenario is inadmissible,” it added.
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Land and Culture Organization Merdinian School Celebrates its
Continues Renovations in Northern and 32nd Anniversary
Southern Armenia

The C. and E. Merdinian Arme- and present Chair of the Building
PASADENA -- the Union Inter- Swords and artifacts from the 17-18th nian Evangelical School had a lot to committee.

national de Organisation Terre et Cul- century era of David Beg were discov- celebrate at its 32 Annual Board The Merdinian School students
ture (UIOTC)/Land and Culture Orga- ered during the digs. In 2014, a newBanquet on March 9, 2014. The are very fortunate to have knowl-
nization (LCO) chapters from France, group of volunteers will start on the school obtained grants to upgradeedgeable and expert faculty who
the United States, United Kingdom, restoration phase of the project. the campus facilities and to update make learning fun and exciting. Stu-
Belgium and Armenia held this year's Another ongoing project is the and integrate technology into class- dents helped to honor teacher of the
annual meeting in Lyon, France. 20137th-10th century Tchitchkhanavank room instruction, it received an out- year, Miss Mary Meguerditchian, a
projects and plans for the upcomingin Shirakamut, in the northern Shirak standing report by the mid-term Merdinian graduate herself. They
2014 campaigns were reviewed. Mem-region near Spitak. LCO already com- WASC accreditation visiting team provided a very touching explana-
bers of the Lyon Armenian community pleted archaeological excavations inand, most importantly, the students tjon of what they appreciate about
attended a fundraising cultural pro- 2011 and 2012 with the restoration are thriving. Board Chair Dr. Vahe her — “loving”, “caring”, “kind”,
gram at the AGBU Armenian Center phase beginning this summer. Comple-Nalbandian and Principal Lina “sweet”, “helpful”, “wonderful”,
for a presentation aboutthe OTC/LCO tion date of this historic site is ex- Arslanian outlined the school’s “cheerful”, and “pretty”.
mission and its projects. pected to be summer of 2015. Thisachievements to an enthusiastic au- The Banquet Committee was
The board discussed the statussummer's campaign dates will be Julydience, and led the program to honorchaired by Mrs. Dee Chorlian. Mrs.
of ongoing projects, including Syria. 20-August 17. More campaign infor- four individuals for their outstand- |inda Qasabian and Mr. Pierre
Inthe 1980-1990s, OTC/LCOrestored mation can be found at ing contributions to the progress of Movsessian served as Masters of
Karadouran's village church and threewww.Icousa.org. the school. Ceremonies who reiterated an im-
traditional Armenian dwellings in As the Armenian nation contin- This year, the accreditation vis- portant theme for the evening: how
Kessab, one of which is used as theues to struggle with many challengesiting team noted in particular how much everyone values the sense of
Kessab ethnographical museum. Dur-in Syria, Karabakh, and Armenia, LCO well the Merdinian School promotes community and family at Merdinian

collaborative work, and how par- together with the quality of a Chris-
ents, faculty, staff, and the Board tjan based education. Mr. X (Arthur
work well tOgether as ateam. Azniv Hakopyan) provided excellent musi-
Ghazanian was recognized for herca| entertainment at the dinner.
leadership of the Parent-Teacher Board Chair Dr. Vahe Nalbandian
Organization that has been consis-symmarized the positive feedback from
tently volunteering, sponsoring attendees saying, watching the chil-
fundraising events, and helping to dren share tir knowledge of a range
build a sense of community at the of subjects, seeing their beautiful
School. performances of Armenian dances,
Board Vice-President and past and hearing their flawless recitation
Chair of the Women’s Auxiliary, of Bible verses were all very satisfy-
Juliette Abdulian, was honored for jng.
her role in securing grants to enable Principal Lina Arslanian added
the school to improve and enhancethat she “always looks forward” to
the campus facility. Also honored giving her message at this yearly
was Board Member, Koko Balian, panquet. “The Evangelical Commu-
for his three decades of dedicatednity, as well as the various commu-
service to the school in various ca- nity supporters, needs to be briefed
ing this current crisis in Syria, Arme- strives to be diligent in solidifying pacities as Board member, former gpout the school, its accomplish-
nian refugees from Aleppo, Yacoubiyah, Armenian historical presence and re-Chair of the Personnel Committee, ments, and its plans for the future.”
and other areas found shelter in thesanains committed to the restoration
homes until the recent attack on of Armenian cultural heritage. These
Kessab. landmarks are the only tangible,
During the 2013-summer cam- physical proof of Armenians exist-
paign, 20 volunteers from Canada, ence on the land. The LCO mission
England, France, Russia, and the Uniteds to preserve our past and securg — BREAK'NG NEWS
States launched a new projectin south-our future. il =
ern Syunik region in Shikahogh. The For over 36 years, LCO has been ;
village of Shikahogh is located in the one of the earliest volunteer groups in
dense Shikahogh State ReserveArmenia and Karabakh working to re-
Armenia's second largest forest re-store, renovate, and rejuvenate the his
serve. Volunteers lived in the village torical monuments and sites of our Eh 2 ;
while renovating the 16th century Sourp nation. It has performed this mission . :
Stepanos Nakhavegah Church with in-through its summer campaigns, by ey _
scriptions from the 13th century. The volunteers of every age from the e LRl Betesl UL iged L
church is in a state of collapse from Diaspora and Armenia. To learn more e T—
years of neglect during Soviet times. about LCO or join in our summer
The 2013 group cleared the site andvolunteer program, you may reach us
conducted archaeological excavations.at www.lcousa.org.
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