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Hollande: Turkey Must Acknowledge Recognizing Armenian Genocide is a Moral
the Armenian Genocide Imperative for Jews: Knesset Speaker

JERUSALEM -- As Jews, we of irrelevant considerations,” she
must recognize the suffering of the stated.

Armenian people, even if we do not According to MK Reuven Rivlin

blame anyone, Knesset Speaker Yuli(Likud Beytenu), the Jewish People
Edelstein said Tuesday at a plenumwere “nextinline” after the Armenians
discussion of the Armenian genocide, to be killed.

the Jerusalem Post reports. “Whoever thought of the Final

In response to a motion to the Solution got the impression that, when
agenda by MK Zehava Gal-On the day comes, the world will be silent,
(Meretz), Edelstein said “this discus- like it was about the Armenians. It is
sion does not blame any modern coun-hard for me to forgive other nations
try, rather it shows that we identify for ignoring our tragedy and we can-
with the victims of the massacre and not ignore another nation’s tragedy.
its terrible outcome. That is our moral obligation as people

“We are not placing blame; we and Jews,” Rivlin said.
are acting like Jews and being faithful Rivlin said that a recent expres-
to the truth and the suffering of an- sion of regret from a Turkish official is
other people,” Edelstein added. “We connected to the fact that many coun-

YEREVAN — Turkey mustrec- went through great pain. This is a cannot deny history and hold back tries, including Israel, refuse to ignore
ognize the Armenian Genocide, Frenchmessage to the world so as such terhuman values out of diplomatic or the genocide.

President Francois Hollande said todayrible slaughter should never be com- political caution.” Tourism Minister Uzi Landau re-
in Yerevan in comments on a state-mitted again. France’s responsibility is Gal-On called for the govern- sponded to the motion in Foreign Min-
ment by Turkish prime minister Recep that such things do not happen in thement to recognize the Armenian Geno-ister Avigdor Liberman’s place, saying
Tayyip Erdogan on April 23 in which world, the French leader said. cide before its 100th anniversary nextthat as Jews and Israelis, there is a
he offered condolences to the grand- Speaking about the Karabakh is- year. moral obligation to recognize human
children of Armenians killed in World sue, President Hollande said: “As a “The government should sacri- tragedies, including the Armenian geno-
War One by Ottoman soldiers. Minsk Group co-chairing country, fice the recognition in the name of cide.

“l always try to find something France is ready to do its best to find atemporary interests,” she said. “Every “Itis a good thing that the Knesset
positive in such signs ... But itis vital solution to the issue. Although there is time there’s a different diplomatic situ- marks these tragedies. The State of
thatthe annihilation of Armenians were a ceasefire agreement, it's not enoughation. When we’re for relations with Israel never denied what happened,”
recognized as genocide,” said HollandeA thorough solution is needed,” he Turkey, we don’t recognize the geno- Landau stated.
during a joint press conference with said. cide and then there’s the Marmara However, the Tourism Minister
Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan. Francois Hollande added that [Turkish flotilla ship to Gaza] and we said that in recent years the topic

Francois Hollande reaffirmed his France is ready to host a meeting of thechange our mind.” became a political one between Turkey
willingness to participate next Aprilin Presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan The Meretz leader pointed out and Armenia and each side is trying to
the commemorative events to taketo help find confidence-building mea- that many MKs are children of Holo- prove it is right.
place in Armenia on the 100th anniver- sures. He said that during his visit to caust survivors. “We hope these two countries
sary of the Armenian Genocide. Baku he had expressed his willingness “As a nation that experienced the will authorize the agreement they signed

“lwillarrive in Yerevanto attend to do everything in his power for the Holocaust, we cannot continue to ig-
the 100th anniversary of the genocide.peaceful resolution of the conflict. nore the Armenian genocide because Continued onpage 2
It will mean France’s participation at “It was the 20the anniversary of
the highest level to remember this hor-the ceasefire yesterday, but that's not .
rific genocide,” he said. a solution, we must find a new solu- Rep' Schiff Presses Erdogan’ and Gul on the

This is a step toward a nation that tion,” Hollande said. Armenian Genocide and the Pllght of the

EEC Official Says EEU Territory Not to People of Kessab

WASHINGTON, DC - As part
Inlude Karabakh of a Congressional Delegation to the

Armenia Rules Out Border Checkpoints With Karabakh  Middle East and Asia focused on ter-
rorism, homeland security and the war &% ;

YEREVAN -- Armenia will not (NKR) will not be part of the trade in Syria, Representative Adam Schiff il
start levying any duties from goods bloc. (D-CA) had separate meetings with
imported from Nagorno-Karabakh after This presumably means that Ar- Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip
joining Russia’s Customs Union with menia will have to set up customs Erdogan, President Abdullah Gul and
Belarus and Kazakhstan, a senior Arme-posts on its border with the NKR and other Turkish high government offi-
nian official reiterated on Wednesday. collect import duties from products cials.

“One thing is clear: there can be made in Karabakh. Armenian leaders In his meeting with the Prime [FESSNEIIEEES.
no customs border between Armeniahave repeatedly ruled out such a pos-Minister, Schiff challenged the notion [yjelt STt
and Nagorno-Karabakh under any cir- sibility. Some of them have hinted that expressed by Erdogan in a recent in-
cumstances,” Artak Zakarian, the pro- Moscow tacitly supports Yerevan on terview that because there are Arme-
government chairman of the Armenian the issue. nian survivors still living in Turkey, still faced demotion, intimidation, po-
parliament committee on foreign rela- Kazakhstan’s President Nur-sul- there could have been no genocide.tential prosecution or violence for ex-
tions, told reporters in Yerevan. tan Nazarbayev cited the uncertainThis is the equivalent, Schiff argued, pressing the conviction that the Arme-

Zakarian spoke after a public legal status of that border when heof saying that because some Jews imian Genocide is a historic fact.
video conference with officials in voiced reservations about the Arme-Europe escaped death, there was no In his meeting with President
Moscow, Minsk and Astana that dis- nian membership bid at a CustomsHolocaust. Schiff also questioned Gul, Schiff said that he wanted to
cussed Armenia’s membership in theUnion summit in December. Three whether it was possible to have thespeak for the many tens of thousands
Russian-led union. Anton Azarov, a days later, a senior Azerbaijani official open discourse in Turkey about theof his constituents of Armenian de-
senior official from the union’s execu- said that Baku strongly objects to that events of 1915-1923 that Erdoganscent who may never get the chance to
tive body, the Eurasian Economic Com- membership because of the continuingcalled for in his statement of April address the President directly.
mission, made clear that the unrecog- 23rd, if Turkish professors, histori-
nized Nagorno-Karabakh Republic Continuedonpage2 ans, journalists and ordinary citizens Continued onpage 4




Bako Sahakyan: Liberation of Shoushi
Laid the Ground for All Future Achievements

STEPANAKERT -- On May 9
Artsakh Republic President Bako
Sahakyan issued a congratulatory ad
dress in connection with the Victory
Day, the Day of the NKR Defense
Army and the Liberation of Shoushi.
The message reads:

“Dear compatriots,

Dear veterans of the Great Patri-
otic and Artsakh Liberation Wars,

On behalf of the Artsakh Repub-
lic authorities and on my own behalf, |
cordially congratulate you on the Vic-
tory Holiday, the Day of the Nagorno
Karabagh Republic Defense Army and
the Liberation of Shoushi.

The formation of the Defense
Army and the liberation of Shoushi

May 9 is among the most memo- became crucial achievements that havdegacy of the past two decades.

rable holidays in the Armenian history, laid the ground for all of our future
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OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs Statement
Karabakh Ceasefire Agreement
20th Anniversary

The United States, Russian andstatements from 2009 to 2013, which
French co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk include the return of the territories
Group, James Warlick, Igor Popov surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh, in-
and Jacques Faure, have issued a statéerim status for Nagorno-Karabakh
ment on the occasion of the 20th anni-guaranteeing security and self-gover-
versary of the 1994 ceasefire agree-nance, a corridor linking Armenia to
ment, questioning the conflicting par- Nagorno-Karabakh, final status of
ties’ declared commitment to peace Nagorno-Karabakh to be determined
and urging to build on a “promising in the future by a legally-binding ex-
renewal of dialogue”. The statement pression of will, the right of all inter-
reads: nally-displaced persons and refugees

“On the twentieth anniversary of to return, and international security
the 1994 ceasefire agreement, the OSCHuarantees, including a peacekeeping
Minsk Group Co-Chairs invite the operation. In November we saw a
people of the region to reflect upon the promising renewal of dialogue at the
highest levels. We call on the sides to
That agreement brought an endenter into constructive, good-faith ne-

which symbolizes patriotism intrinsic successes. Along with our brothersto outright war, halted the tragic vio- gotiations resulting in a peace agree-
to our national character and courage,and sisters from Armenia and the lence of previous years, and laid thement based on these elements in order
self-sacrifice and feat, unshakable will Diaspora we managed not only to win groundwork for negotiations that of- to bring about a lasting settlement to
and resolutenessto rebel and win againséuring the imposed on us hard andfered the sides a path to peace. Thankshe conflict.

foreign yoke. It goes back deep into cruel war, but also build a steadily to the resulting truce a new generation Such a settlement will not be
history and manifested itself during flourishing and developing country thus of Armenians and Azerbaijanis grew possible without a basis of trust and
the Great Patriotic War when our fa- continuing the unfinished mission of up without experiencing the horrors of understanding between the Armenian
thers and grandfathers together withthe brave sons of the Armenian people,war. The sides should do everything and Azerbaijani people. We call onthe
different nations fought against the who perished for Motherland, per- possible to protect future generationssides to commit to active people to
Nazi Germany to save the world from petuating their memory. from such experience. people programs and security confi-
the clutches of Nazism. The new gen- Dear compatriots, The ceasefire agreement did not,dence building measures to reinforce
eration continued their heroic lesson I once again congratulate all of us however, resolve the underlying con- the peace process.

defending the native land and anneal-with this glorious Triple Day and wish flict. It left the territories surrounding Armenians and Azerbaijanis de-
ing victories in the Artsakh Liberation peace, prosperity and new victories to Nagorno-Karabakh occupied and failed serve to live in peace and security, and
Wars. our heroic people and Motherland.” to provide a path forward on status for we stand ready to help. The sides
Nagorno-Karabakh. The absence of amust take the necessary steps towards
final settlement has resulted in the peace. When they do, it will be with
ongoing displacement of hundreds of the full support of the OSCE and the
thousands of people, the perpetualinternational community.”

Armenian Military Extends Mission
in Afghanistan

YEREVAN -- Ar-
menia has reaffirmed i
plans to keep a sm3
military contingent irje
Afghanistan after th{
official completion of
NATO-led combat op|#:
erations there slated ff'&
the end of this year.

&

Security Assistanc
Force (ISAF) in Af-

threat of escalating violence along the The Russian-brokered agreement
international border and the Line of signed in May 1994 by the defense
Contact, and a misconception in somechiefs of Armenia, Azerbaijan and
quarters that the status quo can beKarabakh ended nearly three years of
sustained indefinitely. fierce fighting that left the Armenian
The sides have shown little will- side in control of almost the whole of
ingness to take advantage of the op-Karabakh and Azerbaijani districts sur-
portunities presented by the co-chairsrounding the disputed enclave.
countries or make the political deci- Around 7,000 Armenian sol-
sions necessary for progress in thisdiers and over 1,260 civilians, the vast
peace process. majority of them Karabakh residents,
We share a common position on died during the war. Azerbaijan publi-
this conflict, and remain firmly com- cized early this year an incomplete
mitted to helping the sides reach aofficial list of over 11,500 combat

— i) — peaceful settlementas soon as possibleleaths. The late President Heydar
5015 with a new and ' menia’s Defense Minister Seyran Ohanianinspects  pased on the core principles of the UNAliyev spoke of some 21,000
smaller mission that will - enian troops near Kunduz Charter and the Helsinki Final Act, Azerbaijani war casualties, including

concentrate on advising, training and tioned in and around Kabul are currently Particularly those pertaining to the non- civilians. S
assisting the Afghan army. Armenia commanded by a Turkish general. Tur-Use of force, territorial integrity, and The warring sides h_ave _suffered
has participated in the ISAF with up to key now has some 460 troops on theequal rights and self-determination of hundreds of more casualties since May
130 soldiers since 2010. ground. peoples. A settlement will have to 1994. Nevertheless, their uneasy truce
The Defense Ministry in Yerevan Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian include the elements outlined by the has Iargely hgld fjespi'Fe periodic out-
reported on Wednesday that a delegatiorinspected the Armenian troops in Mazar- Presidents of the co-chair countries inbreaks of fighting involving small arms.
of its senior representatives participatede-Sharif and another northern city, . . . .
earlier this week in a meeting in Germany Kunduz, when he last visited Afghani- Recognizing Armenian Genocide
of defense officials from 19 NATO stan in late 2012. Ohanian told Afghan Continued from page 1 Knesset Foreign Affairs and De-
member and partner states that discussedfficials that Armenia remains commit- fense Committee, as opposed to the
preparations for the new mission dubbedted to making a “continuous contribu- several years ago and will continue toKnesset Education Committee as
Resolute Support. It said the delegationtion to coalition efforts to establish last- have an open, deep dialogue that willGal-On proposed.
“reaffirmed Armenia’s commitment to ing security in Afghanistan.” allow them to heal from the wounds Gal-On accused Liberman of
participating in Resolute Support.” The Armenian deployment in Af- that remained open for decades,”sending MK Shimon Ohayon (Likud
A ministry statement also said that ghanistan has highlighted growing co- Landau said. Beytenu) to make sure the motion was
the head of the delegation, Levon operation between NATO and the South When the discussion ended, moved to the classified committee in
Ayvazian, and a top German DefenseCaucasus state heavily reliant on a mili-the motion was moved to the order to “bury” it.

Ministry official signed a *“technical taryalliance with Russia. Official Yerevan

agreement” stemming from the new says it wants to further deepen security EEU Territory Not to Inlude Karabakh

NATO mission. It envisages the rede- ties with the U.S.-led alliance despite

ployment of some of the 120 Armenian planning to join a Russian-led alliance of Continued from page 1

soldiers currently serving in Afghanistan former Soviet republics.

from the northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif Armenia also contributes around “Armenian occupation” of Azerbaijani presidents of the three member states

to the capital Kabul. 40 troops to a NATO-led mission main- lands. instructed the Eurasian Economic Com-
Mazar-e-Sharif is home to the taining peace and stability in Kosovo. It is not clear whether this is one mission to draft the treaty by June 1.

headquarters of the ISAF’s Regional Another 60 or so Armenian soldiers areof the reasons why the signing of Both Zakarian and Azarov con-

Command North that has been headedexpected tojointhe United Nations peace-Armenia’s accession treaty with Rus- firmed that the date of its signing has
by German generals. ISAF troops sta-keeping force in Lebanon later this yearsia, Kazakhstan and Belarus, initially not been determined yet.

ghanistan by January

slated for last month, was delayed.
Meeting in Minsk on April 29, the
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'Genocide' Does Not Describe Genocide Survivor Yevnige Salibian
the Armenian Experience Honored By Steven Spielberg and Shoah
In an op-ed piece published in the Forbes, Jano Boghossian, a descendant at 20th Anniversary Gala

of survivors of the Armenian Genocide, says that the term “genocide” is
inadequate in describing the attempted extermination of a historic people, and
trauma inherited in a victim group, continuously fueled by denial. The full artic|™
is presented below:

By Jano Boghossian

April 2014 marked the 99th anni-
versary of the beginning of one of the
greatest crimes against humanity. In
the 20th century alone, more than 100
million perished through war and geno-
cide. What makes the lives of the 1.5
million Armenians any more signifi-
cant?

The Armenian experience is as
common as it is unique. Armenian
history is a part of human history, thus

the Armenian experience must be re-{ k E
membered as a significant part of the—— -
human experience. To fully compre- the likes of the Young Turks, Nazis, By Talin Bahadarian who didn’t even ask to see our IDs. As
hend the historiography of the Arme- the Khmer Rouge, and others to carry our names were checked off the list by
nian experience requires the examina-out their plans without repercussion, Fleeing Aintab, Turkeyin 1921 at Secret Service, lo and behold one very

tion of the events leading up to 1915, knowing no one would intervene. In the age of 7, little did my Grandma, famous Kim Kardashian approached.
not in a vacuum, but, in the context of this sense, the Armenian experienceYevnige Aposhian Salibian, know that Kimimmediately greeted Grandma and
world history. This article is meant to serves as a prototype for modern genoher story of survival from the Arme- gave her phone to the security guard to
analyze the legacies thattranscend pastides, but that term cannot truly de- nian Genocide would be her goldentake a picture of the two of them...a
the survivors into our collective con- scribe the chaos of 1915. ticket to attend the USC Shoah Foun-picture now made famous by her post
sciousness. The United Nations Genocide dation Gala as a distinguished guestoron Instagram with the heading “I'm
The rise of nationalism in the Convention lists five criteria that con- May 7, 2014. sitting next to the most inspiring 100
19th century dictated much of the stitute genocide. Whatis compelling is It's a Cinderella story, where like year old Armenian genocide survivor,”
reforms brought upon not only Eu- that the Armenian people were sub-the princess in the classic story, apicture “liked” by over 370,000 people
rope, but also the Ottoman Empire . Ajected to each and every one of theYevnige Salibian was whisked away in less than 24 hours. Kim then took
concerted effort by minorities seeking five. But what these criteria fail to from her former life in a horse drawn professional pictures with us and sepa-
independence expedited the dissolu-consider are the after-effects of Geno-carriage at a young age, escaping oprately with Grandma in front of the
tion of the once-mighty empire. The cide. Holocaust survivor Elie Weisel pression. And in both stories, they step and repeat backdrop.
eventual loss of territory in the Balkans describes the 8 stages of genocideendedup ata ball. For Cinderellaitwas The Shoabh staff then took us to a
and Caucasus weakened the empireglassification, symbolization, dehu- the ball in honor of the prince. For comfortable lounge, which was much
and its demise was imminent. As Ar- manization, organization, polarization, Grandma, it was 93 years later at a galaguieter than the hubbub of the main
menians looked for aid in their libera- preparation, extermination, and denial. in honor of the President, a recipient of reception area, but Grandma would
tion struggle, Abdul-Hamid Il could Denialis the continuation of genocide, the Ambassador for Humanity award. have none of it, requesting instead to
not tolerate further irredentism and but not even “genocide” can fully en- Her adventure thatevening begango out into the crowd, at one point
lived up to his name of the “Red Sul- compass such a catastrophe. Marcas Ararat Home COO Derik G. even wheeling herself away in her
tan” by massacring 300,000 Arme- Nichanian, a French-Armenian author, Ghookasian, Ararat Home Museum wheelchair to get closer to the action.
nians from 1894-96. In 1909, a year claims that attempts to objectify “geno- Director Maggie Goschin, Grandma Surrounded by Prada and Louis
after the Young Turks led a progres- cide,” that is, lending meaning to the and | maneuvered through the streetsvitton, Grandma wore her now “vin-
sive revolution promising reform and indefinable, trivialize the inherent chaos of Century City, trying to make our tage” royal purple crepe dress, sewn
liberalism, government forces again that accompanies the event. way to the Century Plaza hotel, alovingly by my grandmother-in-law
murdered 30,000 Armenians in Adana. “Genocide” cannot encompass seemingly impossible feat with all the over 50 years ago, Maritza Fustukjian.
Once the Young Turks seized power, the totality of the pain caused by the road closures due to the presidentialGrandma has worn this dress at most
their xenophobic policies became ap-Young Turk regime. The term is inad- arrival. Grandma, not getting out much every special occasion in her life over
parent and they began dehumanizingequate in describing the attempted ex-in the last decade or so, took in all thethe last five decades, including her
minorities. On the eve of world war, termination of a historic people, and sights in an almost gleeful child-like grandchildren’s weddings, her 100th
chaos loomed out of the darkness. the traumainherited in a victim group, fashion, commenting on the height andbirthday party, and now this star-stud-
The Armenian experience paral- continuously fueled by denial. “Geno- architecture of the buildings, the beau- ded gala.
lels the struggles of oppressed minori-cide” cannot convey the forced exile, tiful trees lining the streets and the It was indeed a grand affair with
ties and second-class citizens in largerthe loss of a 3,000 year old homeland,futuristic looking public buses...likea 1100+ sharp-looking attendees, red
traditional societies. For generations, the destruction of a powerful intelli- child in a candy store admiring all the carpet lining the ground, and camera
the Turkish ruling class maintained so- gentsia, and attempted eradication oftreats being offered. flashes everywhere. I'm not sure if
cial equilibrium as long as their authority an extensively rich culture. “Geno- We were on our way to the 20th Grandma realized she was surrounded
went unquestioned. As societal infra- cide” is inadequate because it cannotanniversary gala for the Shoah Insti- by some of the most famous and influ-
structure broke down, minorities sought do justice to the lands, property, and tute for Visual History and Education. ential people in America, with Presi-
equality, and the ruling class looked for wealth transferred from the Arme- Shoah documents audiovisual inter-dent Obama, Steven Spielberg, Liam
a scapegoat. Friends and neighbors livnians to modern-day Turkey. “Geno- views with survivors and witnesses of Neeson, Conan O’brien, Bruce
ing peacefully for generations suddenly cide” doesnot encompass the attemptsthe Holocaust and other genocides,Springsteen, Samuel Jackson and Bar-
turned against one another. The idea oby a denialist government to rewrite and had recently interviewed Grandmabara Streisand in attendance.
a nation-state governed by one partyhistory by bestowing lies and falsifica- for their video archives and subse- We entered the grand ballroom
eventually bred xenophobic nationalism. tions of human history upon its younger quently invited her as an honored guest.after the reception and were seated
Officials began recognizing their previ- generations. “Genocide” does not por- We finally arrived at the hoteland with some lovely Armenians who had
ous crimes as having gone unpunishedray the difficult path to reconciliation, were greeted warmly at the lobby en-traveled all the way from the East
and planned further atrocities. The Ar- reparations, and redemption. trance by Dr. Stephen Smith, Execu- Coast for the event, one of whom |
menians had the Hamidian and Adana This is not a matter of semantics, tive Director of Shoah and were guided found out was Grandma’s great niece
massacres, the Jews had years of antiror is it about politics. The unbridled through the crowds by their lovely and my second cousin Melanie
semitic laws and Kristalnakht, and the chaos of 1915 marked and traumatizedDirector of Development, Sylvia Dadourian (the granddaughter of
Tutsis in Rwanda began arming civil- all subsequent generations of ArmeniansMoskovitz, who welcomed Grandma, Grandma’s husband’s sister, Elise
ians with machetes. The perpetratorsboth in the small remaining homeland, hugging her and holding back tears Salibian).
preferred a strong homogenous na-and the far-reaching Diaspora. Victim while telling her how honored Shoah The table was all but full when
tion-state to a multiethnic empire; those groups have no need for a justification of was to have Grandma attend the eventkim Kardashian was ushered to our
who did not belong and questioned memory, but they do need justice. Grandma was clearly labeled atable and was seated right next to
authority faced fatal consequences. VIP, as we were hurried past all the Grandma and me. Grandma was prob-
The cover of major international Boghossian is a graduate of thelines, bypassed the metal detectors,
conflicts provided the opportunity for University of California, Los Angeles. and waived in by the Secret Service, Continued on page 4
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Shushi: Restoring the Crown Jewel of Genocide Survivor Yevnige Salibian
Armenlan ClVlhzatlon Continued from page 1 whisked in and out for a brief portion

of the evening to speak and accept his
ably the only person in the room who award...but alas even the likes of
was oblivious to Kim’s fame, asking Samuel Jackson were not offered that
me who she was. When | introduced opportunity and had to take pictures of
Grandma to Kim, | told her “This is Obama with iphnes from afar. But at
Kim Kardashian, one of the most fa- least we had met Kim. =)

Shushi sits ato
Artsakh like a crown
Its peaceful beauty tc
day makes it hard tjE&"
believe that this Arme

nian town was wher mous Armenian women in the world”. Seated next to Kim, | was able to
nonstop Azerbaijani a True to form, Grandma proceeded tospeak with her as we ate dinner. We
tacks were bein = talk to Kim about God. spoke of her heritage, her trip to Haiti,

Ia_u_nched against t - TT9 0% 1 Kim looked elegant, and was gra- American materialism, motherhood and
civilian population of 14k LS hBL A cious to take pictures with all those fame, the story of Grandma’s dress,
Stepanakert. It wasn Lu:-_-- mrl MR LL L who asked...and there were many whothe plight of Armenia and the work my
the first time Shus e . : L) | did. Interestingly, however, there was parents do there. She said she has not
was the center of a i l_ .____L_“il one person at our table more popularbeen to Armenia, but is excited to visit
than Kim that evening ...and that was one day.
little Grandma Yevnige in her wheel- Before the evening concluded,
chair. I'm sure it’s rare for Kim to be Grandma gave Kim her personal copy
massacre 20,000 Arm upstaged by anyone, but on this spe-of God’s Promises for your Every
nians in the town, co cial night, Grandma was the star. Doz-Need, a book of hundreds of Bible
tinuing the genocidal policies being the rest of Armenia. Upon completion, ens of people, including Congressional verses organized by subject. | told Kim
effected to the west. graduates are able to enter thecandidate Nancy Najarian came up tothat | had mentioned to Grandma that
In the early 1990s, it was after workforce, generate income, and build ys over the course of the evening, she was getting married soon, and that
months of shelling by Grad missiles and provide for their family. asking to take pictures with Grandma, Grandma was a Pastor’'s wife and
while Armenian soldiers were away In a country still feeling the stating how honored they were to meetloved God and the Bible and wanted to
fighting in other regions that those effects of war, some children do not her, and seeking to speak to the womargive Kim the book for her wedding. |
men were able to return, liberate thereceive the parental supervision they|'ve come to know as my amazing and told Kim | had placed the bookmark in
town, and stop the inhumane attacksdeserve. For that reason, Armeniafajth-filled Grandma. Several walked the section on marriage. Kim seemed
on civilians by Azerbaijani forces oc- Fund is constructing the Shushi away teary eyed, telling me how lucky very touched. Grandma then told Kim
cupying Shushi. It marked a turning Boarding Kindergarten — an orphan- | am to have her in my life and asking “l want to see you in heaven.”
point in the Artsakh War for Indepen- age where children receive shelterif |'ve heard her share her stories. Her As we were leaving, we were
dence. and have access to the town’s edufamily members and | have indeed stopped and told that Conan O'Brien
The liberation of Shushi was a cational facilities, as well as the op- peen blessed to sit by her side and heafwho had made us all laugh on stage
feat of deft military strategy: outgunned portunity to attend a vocational gg many of her stories of faith and earlier) wanted a picture with Grandma
and outmanned Armenian soldiers wereschool later in life. survival. Tonight made me realize that to send to his Armenian assistant. They
tasked with taking a town on higher Shushi’s reputation as an his- | have taken that for granted. spoke briefly, she tousled Conan’s hair
ground, a mountaintop, and one of thetorical hub for Armenian culture also The program honored Grandma and made HIM laugh and witnessed to
most difficult maneuvers in war. figures into the work that Armenia and other survivors, and highlighted him about the Lord. | explained she was
Its military significance aside, Fund does there. Most recently thethe work Shoah is doing to keep the a pastor’s wife and he said “SHE should
Shushi has been at the center of Armereconstruction of the Shushi Culture eye witness testimonies of their storieshave made one of the speeches.”
nian history for centuries. Thus, re- and Education Center has sought toglive. Executive Director Stephen Smith Grandma held up well during the
building the town, badly damaged dur- reestablish a base for cultural activity. specifically mentioned Grandma by long evening, enamored and fueled by
ing the war, to allow its residents to The center will include arts and crafts name from the podium to all the gueststhe magical world she had briefly
have relatively normal lives was a top areas, a folk music band and dance(including Obama) as a 100 year old stepped into. Even on the way out, we
priority for Armenia Fund. group, a puppet theater, as well as asurvivor of the Armenian Genocide were stopped several times by those
Since Artsakh’s independence, modern, HD surround-sound movie and as the most recently documentedvanting to speak and take pictures
there have been over 30 projects thatheater. Supplemental financing from Shoah interviewee. with Grandma. The VIP treatment
have been funded entirely by donationsArtsakh’s government is currently Grandma seemed to enjoy every continued as the valet rushed to get our
made by Armenians throughout the going toward building a modern the- minute of the evening...people watch- vehicle, ahead of all the others waiting.
world. ater stage, as well. ing, speaking with those who ap- Allin all it was a lovely evening,
Projects have ranged from reno- These ongoing projects comple- proached her and posing for pictures.thanks to our gracious Shoah hosts,
vating streets totally ruined during the ment the established institutions in the Grandma’s favorite lines of the night Derik and Maggie from Ararat Home,
war to restoring the library to making town that Armenia Fund helped get were “God BlessyouALL,”“HisKing- Grandma for taking me as her date,

attack on Armenians: i
1920, Turkey anc
Azerbaijan colluded tt

improvements to the hospital_. A cor- back on their feet, particularly the dom is Near,” “I love Jesus,” and “I and my dear sister Searan Kiledjian,
nerstone Armenia Fund prOJ_ect, re- Daniel Ghazaryan Music College and |oyve and forgive the Turks”. With a for insisting | go in her place.
cently completed, was bringing 24- Muratsan Vocational School. In the sparkle in her eye and a continual smile Oh, and one more resemblance

hour, clean, safe-to-drink running former, puppet theater and dance re-on her face, Grandmatookiitall in, and between Cinderalla’s story and
water to the whole town for the first hearsals are already attended byschoolmight | add, for a rare moment, en- Grandma’s that | forgot to mention:

time in 20 years. children and teenagers from Shushijoyed the attention. they were both wearing slippers to the
Besides the integral infra-struc- and nearby towns. Grandma was unfortunately un- ball...although Grandma took both of

tural improvements, an emphasis has Inall, since the end of the Artsakh aple to meet the president, who washers back home.

been placed on developing Shushi'swar, Armenia Fund and the Arme-

educational facilities: of the over 30 njans throughout the world who do- .

projects, 11 have focused on the edu-nated to it, Elave realized over $11.5 Rep. Schiff Presses Erdogan, and Gul

cational. Destroyed or badly dam- million in infrastructural, educa-

aged like most everything else in thetional, and cultural projects in Continued from page 1 could negate the Genocide. To pro-

town, schools were restored or built Shushi. The impact on the town’s pose, as you have, that a historic com-

anew by Armenia Fund to ensure vitality is as plain as day. “You will not find one of my mission be established to ascertain the

that Shushi’s children had a place The liberation of Shushi was a 80,000 Armenian constituents un- facts of the Genocide is not unlike

where they could attend classes.great victory. Winning the war and touched by the Genocide,” he said. suggesting that a commission needs to
Today, of the 700 children attending securing Artsakh’s independence was“Each of them has lost a parent orbe established to determine whether
schools in Shushi, 450 are in the an even greater victory. The great-grandparent, their cousins, brothersthe Holocaust took place.”
Khachatur Abovyan Schoalecon- est victory will be to remember and Or sisters, or their entire family. Their Schiff also raised the issue of
structed by Armenia Fund. realize what our soldiers were fight- painis real, their wounds are open, thiskessab, and his concern over the forced
And the progress is ongoing. ing for and what our people died for is no distant relic of the past. To say, evacuation of the historic Armenian
The Yeznik Mozian Vocational School — the right to live and prosper in a as you and the Prime Minister have, community there and the wellbeing of
is a new facility where young people free Armenian land. The work of that yes, Armenians suffered but sothose residents who are now refugees
can learn a trade, developing practicalArmenia Fund is based on a belief in too did Turks during World War 1, is in Turkey. He also urged Turkey to
skills in fields like carpentry, metal- that right and through their contri- akin to saying that the Germans alsodecouple the blockade of Armenia from
work, construction technology, and putions, Armenians everywhere havesuffered during World War 1. It is resolution of the issues concerning
machinery operation that are in de- been a continuing part of making it a true that many German civilians died, Nagorno Karabagh, so that we can
mand. The only one of its kind in the reality. many noncombatants, but that doesbring about an end to Armenia’s eco-
region, the school is open to students Happy Shushi Liberation Day! not negate the Holocaust any morenomic isolation and a normalization of
from throughout Artsakh, as well as Our progress continues. than the fact that many Turks died trade relations.
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JOB OPPORTUNITY

Ararat Home of Los Angeles caters primarily to the needs of
the Armenian community by providing Assisted Living and Skilled/
Convalescent Nursing Services.

We are looking for an enthusiastic individual to join our man-
agement team as the Human Resources Coordinator. The can:L-
date must have comprehensive HR knowledge with excellent co
munication skills. Thisis a hands-on position for an individual whg
will develop, implement and execute HR processes and strategies
to recruit staff, administer benefits and compensation packages,
and manage employee relations and retention. The candidate wijll
ensure the organization’s compliance with federal, state and local
rules and regulations. The candidate must have, ata minimum, p
Bachelor’'s degree in Human Resources or a related field from
accredited U.S. university and 5 years of progressive leaders
experience in Human Resources. Additionally, the candidate mugt
have up-to-date knowledge of workers’ compensation, employs
safety standards and FMLA. A bilingual (Armenian/English) can-
didate is strongly preferred. Competitive salary and benefits arg

Interested candidates should submit their resumes to Derik
Ghookasian atinfo@ararathome.org.

HayastanInfo.net
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833 W. Glenoaks Blvd. Glendale, CA 91202 (818) 240-0065

D, Missak Ekmekdjian

Chirepraster

Dr. Anahid Ekmekdjian
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