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Ghazir Armenian Orphans Rug Goes on
Display at White House Visitor Center

WASHINGTON, DC — Law-
makers and members of the Armenian
American community gathered in
Washington on Tuesday to mark the
weeklongdisplay of historic Armenian
Orphan Rug, also known asthe Ghazir
Rug, calling it significant for a nation
that helped support Armenians during
some of their darkest chapters.

The Ghazir rug went on display
at theWhiteHouse Visitor Center after
years of campaigning from Armenian
American groups and legislators rep-
resenting Armenian communities
throughout the United States, includ-
ing Southern Californiaand the state’s
Central Valley.

Thedisplay ispart of anexhibit at
the White House Visitors Center en-
titled “ Thank you to the United States:
Three Gifts to Presidents in Gratitude
for American Generosity Abroad” —
showcasing the Ghazir rug, as well as
the Sévres vase, given to President
Herbert Hoover in appreciation for

Ghazir Armenian Or phan Rugdisplayed at theWhiteHouseVisitorsCenter

feeding children in post-World War |
France, and the Flowering Branchesin
Lucite, given to President Barack
Obama in recognition of American
support of the people of Japan after the
devastating earthquake and tsunami in
2010. These three gifts to American
presidentswill beondisplay sovisitors
to the White House and those wishing
to see the artifacts can view them.”

Rep. Adam Schiff, during apress
conference, stated: “l want to thank
President Obamaand the White House
team for working with me and with the
community on thisissue. It has been a
long road from last year’s ‘no’ to this
year's ‘yes.’ This event and the dis-
play of the Armenian Orphan Rugitself
isthe culmination of more than ayear
of work by many people Thousands of
individual Americans have asked that
the rug be shown to the public.

“The Ghazir Rug is not just a

Continued on page4

SDHP Chairman Calls for Immediate
Suspesion of Peace Negotiation

Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party Central Committee Chairman,
Mr. Hagop Dikranian has condemned
the downing of the Artsakh helicopter
by Azerbaijan and insists the major
incidentintheconflict zone"isnothing
more than an invitation to war.”

The vivid incident on Novem-
ber 12, which resulted in 3 service-
men of Karabakhmilitary beingkilled,
was the first of its kind since the
ceasefire agreement was reached
between Azerbaijan and Armenian
forces, and was strongly condemned
by Russian and Western authorities
as an act of aggression deemed to
escalate tension along the Line of
Contact between the Artsakh-
Azerbaijan and Armenia-Azerbaijan
border.

Mr. Dikranian asserts that after
such provocations, “Yerevan should
immediately suspend its participation
in the peace negotiation process until
such time as the Nagorno-Karabakh

SDHP Central Committee Chairman
Hagop Dikranian

Republic becomes afull participant of
the talks.”

On behalf of the Hunchakian
party, Dikranian al so extended hisdeep-
est condolences to the families of the
killed airmen and expressed hope that
there would be fair retribution.

Prince Charles Visits Armenian Church in

London, Condemns Destruction of
Deir el-Zor Memorial

LONDON — HisRoyal Highness
Prince Charles, Prince of Walespaid a
historicvisitto St. Y eghiche Armenian
Apostolic Churchin Londonfor morn-
ing services on November 19.

Thevisitissaidtobeapart of His
Royal Highness' emphasis on raising
awareness of the recent persecution of
Christians, including Armenians, in
the Middle East, primarily Syria and
Irag. Prince Charles has already vis-
ited Syrian and Coptic Orthodox
Churches as well.

He took part at a service where
prayers were said for those suffering
because of their faith.

During the service, there was a
choral performance, which included
a piece from the Armenian opera
“Davit Bek” by Armen Tigranyan.
His Grace Bishop Vahan
Hovhanessian, Primate, Diocese of
the Armenian Church of the United
Kingdom and Ireland gave thanks
during the services. Remarks were
given by His Eminence Archbishop
Avak Asadourian, Primate, Diocese
of the Armenian Church in Iraq and
also by His Excellency Dr. Armen
Sarkissian, Ambassador of Armenia
to the United Kingdom. At the con-
clusion of the program, His Royal
Highness greeted the invitation only

Archbishop Avak Asadourian and
Prince Charles

congregation and members of the
choir.

Speaking during the service
PrinceCharlessaid: “Itisliterally heart-
breaking to learn of the attacks on
Christians and on the churches where
they gather, such as the mindless,
brutal destruction of the Armenian
churchinDeir el-Zour earlier thisyear.”

He went on to praise those
who've suffered for standing up to

Continued on page2

Armenian Genocide Victims to be
Canonized on April 23, 2015
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Bishops' Synod at theM other Seeof Holy Etchmiadzin

ETCHMIADZIN — The cer-
emony of canonization of the Arme-
nian Genocide victims will take place
on April 23, 2015 at the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin. The decision was
made at the Bishops' Synod convened
at the M other Seeof Holy Etchmiadzin
November 11-13 under the presidency
of His Holiness Karekin 11, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Arme-
nians; and His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicosof the Great Houseof Cilicia.

TheSynoda so adopted astatement,
inwhichit caled onthe Chrigtianworldto
jointhe prayer on the 100th commemora-
tion of the Armenian Genocide.

Members of the Bishops Synod

also called on the international com-
munity to continue the efforts towards
international recognition and condem-
nation of the Armenian Genocide and
reestablish the “just rights” of the Ar-
menian people.

The Synod expressed concern
over the ongoing conflictsin different
parts of the world, namely Syria, Iraq
and Ukraine, which result in numerous
human losses and destructions.

Thestatement criticized themili-
tary actions incited by Azerbaijan at
the border of Armenia and Nagorno
Karabakh, the most recent demonstra-
tion of which was the downing of the
Armenian helicopter.
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Iran Plans to Construct Hydroelectric

Power Plant in Armenia

Iranian Ener gy Minister Hamid Chitchian

TEHRAN — Iranian Energy Min-
ister Hamid Chitchian announced that
Tehran and Yerevan have finalized an
agreement on the construction of a hy-
droel ectric power plantin Armenia,Fars
News Agency reports.

“The Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for building a hydro-
electric power plant in Armenia has
been finalized and Iranian companies
will start construction of the power
plant soon,” Chitchian said in Tehran
on Monday.

Earlier in 2014, Chitchian and Ar-
menian counterpart Y ervand Zakharian
said in a joint statement that the two
nations aim to enhance bilateral rela-

tions, mainly in the energy exchange
sector.

During the meeting, Chitchian
also said that the two nations have
been cooperating over the past two
decades in the field of energy.

Iran and Armeniahave agreed to
launch the third energy transfer line
and to build two hydro-electric power
plants on both sides of the Aras River.

Work on the projectsis expected
to commence soon, Zakharian said.

Zakharian claimed that once
these projects come on stream, en-
ergy exchange between Iran and
Armenia would increase by two or
three times.

PACE Condemns Azerbaijan’s Use of
Prisoner Transfer Treaty in ‘Safarov Case’

BRUSSELS — The Standing
Committee of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE) has condemned the use by
Azerbaijan of a Council of Europe
prisoner transfer treaty to justify the
immediate release of an Azerbaijani
soldier, convicted of murdering an
Armenian soldier in Hungary in 2004,
once he had returned to his home
country.

Inaresolution adopted during its
meeting in Brussels, based on areport
by Christopher Chope (United King-
dom, EC), the Standing Committee —
which brings together around 60 | ead-
ing members of PACE and acts in its
name—said the use of Article 12 of the
Convention on the Transfer of Sen-
tenced Persons in the case of Ramil
Safarov was “a violation of the prin-
ciples of good faith in international
relations and of the rule of law”.

Safarov was convicted in 2007
of murdering an Armenian fellow par-
ticipant on aNATO training coursein
Hungary and was sentenced to life
imprisonment without the possibility
of release for 30 years. After serving
eight yearsof hissentencein Hungary,

hewastransferred to Azerbaijan under
the Convention, which allowsthetrans-
fer of foreign prisoners to their home
countries for primarily humanitarian
reasons.

Upon his arrival Safarov was
welcomed as a national hero and
granted an immediate pardon — long
before the expiry of the minimum sen-
tence set by the Hungarian court —and
a retroactive promotion as well as
other rewards, according to the reso-
[ution.

The Conventionis*not designed
to be used for theimmediate rel ease of
prisoners upon return to their home
country”, the parliamentarians pointed
out.

“While recognising that States
Parties, by virtue of Article 12 of the
convention, have a sovereign right to
grant pardons and amnesties to per-
sons sentenced to a term of imprison-
ment, the Assembly recalls that the
principlesof goodfaithininternational
relations, recognised, inter alia, by the
ViennaConventionontheLaw of Trea-
ties, and of the rule of law require that
treatiesbeinterpretedinlinewiththeir
objects and purposes.”

Prince Charles Visits Armenian Church

Continued frompagel

adversity: “| greatly admire the cour-
age and faith of your flock who are an
exampletousall of faith quiteliterally
under such grotesque and barbarous
assault.”

“It is an indescribable tragedy

that Christianity is now under such
threatintheMiddle East; anareawhere
Christians have lived for 2,000 years,
and across which Islam spread in
700AD, with people of different faiths
living together peaceably for centu-
ries.” He concluded.

St. Yeghiche Armenian Church
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Italy wins 2014 Junior Eurovision Song
Contest, Armenia Takes Third Place

Junior Eurovision 2014top threeteams

MALTA —Eleven-year-old Betty
(Elizabeth Danielyan) representing Ar-
meniafinishedthirdinJunior Eurovision
2014 that ended in Malta Saturday night
in the victory of an Italian participant.

A combined vote by a profes-
sional panel of judges and European
TV audiences gave the Armenian con-
testant a total of 144 points for her
performanceof an upbeat tune, “ People
of the Sun”.

Italy’s Vincenzo Cantiello won
the contest with the song “Tu Primo
Grande Amore” (“Your First Great
Love”), followed by Bulgarian partici-

pants Krisia Todorova (singing), and
Hasan and I brahim (on the piano). The
14-year-old singer from Sant’ Arpino
scored atotal of 159 points. The run-
ners-ups had a score of 146 points.

Armeniareceived 12 pointsfrom
Belarus, Bulgaria, Georgia, Ukraine,
Russia and Malta.

Representatives of 16 European
nations took part in the popular com-
petition organized and held under the
auspices of the European Broadcast-
ingUnion.

Armenia had won the contest in
2011 and hosted it the following year.

Russia to Provide Armenia with $270 Million
Loan for Repair of the Nuclear Power Plant

YEREVAN — Russia will pro-
vide Armenia with a loan of $270
millionfor amajor repair of the second
unit of the Armenian nuclear power
plant in Metsamor that will extend the
servicelifeof thefacility from 2014 to
2018.

During a Wednesday session the
Armeniagovernment approved the pro-
posal on signing acorresponding agree-
ment with the Government of Russia
Finance Minister Gagik Khachatryan
said under the agreement the Russian
side will provide the loan for a period
of 10 years at arate of 3% per annum

with the first payment scheduled for
January 15, 2019.

TheMetsamor plant located some
30 kilometers west of Yerevan, was
built in the 1970s but was closed fol-
lowing adevastating earthquakein 1988
that killed some 25,000 people and
devastated much of northern Armenia.

The plant generates about 40 per-
centof Armenia selectricity. Itslonger-
than-planned repairs in 2013, accord-
ing to government officials, necessi-
tated a 10-percent rise in electricity
tariffsbecause of theaccumulated debts
to the distribution company.

is the largest of the Armenian Apos-
tolic Churches in Great Britain. Lo-

catedin Cranley Gardens, Kensington,
London, it was built in 1973.

HayastanInfo.net
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From Genocide to the Getty House:
Celebrating 100 years of Armenian-Americans
in Los Angeles

LA Mayor Eric Garcetti, AGBU Western District Committee Chair Krikor
Karageuzianand AGBU Western District Committee

LOSANGELES-- Ontheevening
of Thursday, November 6, 2014, the
AGBU Asbeds Committee hosted aspe-
cial receptionat Getty House, theofficial
residence of Mayor Eric Garcetti and
First Lady Amy Wakeland, celebrating
100 years of Armenian-Americans in
Los Angeles. The event, held under the
auspices of the AGBU Western District
Committee, was one of a series of en-
deavorsplanned by the AsbedsCommit-
tee to commemorate the upcoming cen-
tennial of the Armenian Genocide.

The evening began with a dinner
reception featuring Armenian delicacies
prepared by the Patina Group. Guests
socializedandtouredthebeautiful grounds
of the historic home, and later had the
opportunity to personally meet andtakea
souvenir photograph with the Mayor.

The official program took place
in the picturesque garden.

Master of CeremoniesMr. Kurken
Berksanlar welcomed the gathering of
nearly onehundred guests, among them
H.E. Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
Primate of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, Los An-
geles City Council member Paul
Krekorian, city staffers, AGBU West-
ern District Committee members, and
AGBU Asheds Committee members
and supporters. He conveyed heartfelt
thanksto the Mayor and First Lady for
opening their homefor the celebration
and also thanked the organizing part-
ners, the Getty Foundation and George
I gnatius Foundation, for sponsoring the
catering expenses. Mr. Berksanlar
chronicled the remarkable journey of
Armenian-Americans over the past one
hundred years, from the killing fields of
Eastern Anatoliaand the searing Syrian
desert, to afruitful lifein Los Angeles,
from the first Genocide of the 20" cen-
tury, to the Getty House, thehome of our
dynamic and visionary Mayor, as equal
citizensof thisgreat nation. Weare here
to celebrate life, human endurance, and
being constructive members of society,
of being fellow Angelenos, stated the
MC, and concluded by thanking the
United States and the City of Los Ange-
lesfor welcoming Armenianswith open
arms.

First Lady of Los Angeles Amy
Wakeland thanked the guests for their
presence, stating that when her hus-
band was elected Mayor, they had
resolved to turn the Getty House into
the People’s House, a place where

people of different backgrounds and
walks of life can gather. She noted the
various community events that are
held regularly at their home, including
special children’s programs for the
holidays, andthankedthe AGBU Asbeds
Committee for their support in ensur-
ing the continuation of their holiday
community services.

AGBU  Western District
Committeethanked the First Lady and
Master of Ceremoniesfor their remarks.
He stated that AGBU is the world's
largest Armenian non-profit organiza-
tion preserving the Armenian identity
and heritage since 1906. The organiza-
tionisespecialy activein Los Angeles,
he said, home to the largest Armenian-
American community and aplacewhere
our community has attained success and
prominence in diverse arenas, from the
sciencesto the arts. We are proud of the
City of LosAngelesand we are proud of
the Armenian-American community
which has achieved great success and
positively impacted the City, said Dr.
Y aghsezian. He expressed gratitude for
al the opportunities the City of Los
Angeles has to offer and thanked the
Mayor for being a true friend of the
Armenian people; for always having ac-
knowledged the Armenian Genocide,
and for transforming Los Angelesinto a
world-class city. With all of you here
tonight, we will continue to be the vi-
brant and metropolitan city weareproud
to call home, he concluded.

Dr. Yaghsezian subsequently in-
vited AGBU Western District Commit-
teeChair Mr. Krikor Karageuziantojoin
him in presenting the Mayor with a
beautiful and symbolic memento by Ar-
menian-American artist Michael Aram
called “Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat.”

Mr. Karageuzian thanked the
Mayor and First lady for inviting the
community into their home, and an-
nounced that he had a special gift to
present. He stated that whilein Arme-
niajust afew daysprior, he had visited
the Armenian Genocide museum at
Dzidzernagapert and brought back a
newly published book sponsored by
the AGBU Asbeds titled “The Arme-
nian Genocide on the Front Pages of
the Press.” He presented the first copy
of the book to Mayor Garcetti, who
was deeply moved by the gesture.

Referring to himself as an Hon-
orary Armenian, the Mayor conveyed
how much it meant to him and hiswife
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Landmine Free Artsakh Awareness And
Fundraising Campaign to Raise $100,000

LAMDMIMNE FREE

| ARTSAKH
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LOSANGELES— Over 20 years
have passed since the day that fighting
stopped between Artsakhand Azerbaijan.
However, until this day, Armenians, a
quarter of them children, die, are muti-
lated and suffer from landmines, cluster
bombs and unexploded ordnance.

LandmineFreeArtsakhisagroup
of concerned Armeniansthat hastaken
it upon itself to help raise funds and
awarenessuntil every villagein Artsakh
has been cleared of this ever-present
danger. ThesevillagesareintheLachin,
Hadrut and Martuni regions, where no
international government grants and
funds have been secured. Without pri-
vate funding these minefields might
never be cleared.

Thegroupisraising fundsfor the
HALO Trust which is the world's
oldest and largest humanitarian
landmine clearance organization and
the only mine clearance operator in
Artsakh.

This year alone there have been
six incidents, including two deaths,
caused by unexploded landmines and
ordnances. Recently, on September
13th, 2014, 28 year-old Christina
Zakarian, while out on afield, stepped
on an anti-personnel blast mine and
had to have her left leg amputated
below the knee. Christinaand her hus-
band are migrant laborers from Arme-
nia who recently moved to Agdam
with their two small children to work
for alocal farmer. They had only been
in Artsakh for a month when the acci-
dent happened.

In 2013, Landmine Free Artsakh
raised $11,000 for the HALO Trust
and in October of 2013, the village of
Norashenik with a population of 105
and 370 acres of land was completely
cleared of 12 cluster bombs and 28
unexploded ordnance.

Later that year, through gener-
ous donations from US and Canadian
Armenians, Landmine Free Artsakh
and Armenia Fund raised $35,000 for

the clearance of a Karegah village
minefield in the Lachin region. Clear-
ancebeganin August and sofar 11 anti
personnel landmines have been found
and destroyed. It has been estimated
that the clearance will be completed at
the end of 2014.

SONY DSCThe next project for
Landmine Free Artsakh is to raise
$100,000 for the clearance of the vil-
lage of Govshatly in the Northern
Hadrut region. The road to the edge of
the village is mined, as is one of the
upper fields adjoining the road. When
the minefield is cleared, 709 people
fromthreevillageswill beabletotravel
safely and 43 acres of land will be
returned to the peopl e of Govshatly for
farming.

In order to raise awareness and
funds to prevent such accidents, the
Landmine Free Artsakh Committeehas
organized the following events in the
Los Angeles area and is urging the
community to attend and to contrib-
ute. GalaDanilova, who isthe speaker
at theseevents,isan Armenianlivingin
Stepanakert and has worked for the
HALO Trust for 12 years. She cur-
rently istheHead of Financefor HALO
in Artsakh.

Upcoming Events:

Wednesday November 19, 2014
at 6 PM, Presentation by GalaDanilova
at UCLA HainesHall, Room A25, part
of TheUCLA ASA Artsakh Awareness
Week

Thursday November 20, 2014 at
12:30 PM, Presentation by Gala
Danilova organized by Dr. Levon
Marashlian in Glendale Community
College, Room LB 220

Sunday November 23, 2014 at 4
PM, Presentation by Gala Danilova,
sponsored by the Ararat-Eskijian Mu-
seum, Sheen Chapel, 15105 Mission
HillsRoad, MissionHills, CA

For moreinformation pleasevisit
LandmineFreeArtsakh.com or email
LandMineFreeArtsakh@gmail.com.

tohavethe AGBU family at their home.
“AGBU welcomed me early on with
such warmth, so it feels like welcom-
ing family to our home,” he said. He
expressed appreciation for the Noah's
Ark memento, which he found so fit-
ting to the evening's theme as Mt.
Ararat symbolizes survival and thriv-
ing. “Together we have accomplished
a lot for this community, whether
establishing the Los Angeles-Y erevan
Sister City program or revamping Little
Armenia,” he said, and thanked the
Armenian-American community for

being a strength in the city, stating,
“we couldn’t be the city we are with-
out this community.” Mayor Garcetti
affirmed that he and the City of Los
Angeleswill keeptheir tieswith Arme-
nia and the Diaspora strong, and con-
cluded by inviting the guests to come
back to the People’ sHouse. In conclu-
sion, the Mayor presented Dr.
Y aghsezian and Committee members
with a congratulatory certificate from
the city, noting proudly that for many
years now, the certificates are made
by Armenian-American hands.
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All Armenian Caucus Members

Reelected to Congress

WASHINGTON, DC — Follow-
ingthe2014 midtermelection, all Mem-
bers of the Congressional Caucus on
Armenian Issues who sought reelec-
tionto their house seat won reel ection,
reported the Armenian Assembly of
America(Assembly). Theoverwhelm-
ing success rate of pro-Armenia can-
didatesinthe U.S. House of Represen-
tatives is the highest ever recorded.

“Wecongratulateall of our friends
in Congress on their successful re-
election,” stated Assembly Executive
Director Bryan Ardouny. “The chal-
lenges we face in the next Congress
will require us to redouble our efforts
and strengthen the focus of the Arme-
nian Caucus, especially aswe begin to
mark the 100 th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, seek additional
stepsto protect our allies Armeniaand
Nagorno Karabakh from foreign ag-
gression, and work to deepen the US-
Armeniarelationship,” Ardouny said.

One race involving a prominent
member of the Armenian Caucus has
not yet been decided, but the incum-
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bent currently leads and is expected to
winreelectionaccordingto democratic
pollsters.

It should be noted that although
pro-Armeniacandidateswereresound-
ingly successful at the ballot box this
cycle, Armenian Americans will lose
20 Armenian Caucus members due to
retirement, resignation, primary de-
feat, or because they sought other
office. Thus, at the beginning of the
next Congress, the Armenian Caucus
will start with 93 Members of Con-
gress.

Aram Arkun Appointed Tekeyan Cultural

Association’s Executive Director

WATERTOWN, MA .- TCA Cen-
tral Board of Directors recently ap-
pointed Aram Arkun as Executive Di-
rector of the Association, headquar-
tered in Watertown, MA.

With this appointment the Asso-
ciation fills the vacancy of the post of
Executive Director at TCA Central
office in Watertown..

Aram Arkun, arespected scholar,
among many other higher education
diplomas, hasMaster of Artsdegree in
International Relations from Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. He has been
editor-in-chief of Ararat quarterly,
Assistant Director of Krikor and Clara
Zohrab Information Center, Armenian
Diocese; Ad]. Asst. Professor of New
Y ork University and other posts. Be-
side English, Arkun speaks, Armenian
(classical and modern), French, Turk-
ish (Ottoman and modern), some Per-
sian, Russian, German and Arabic.

“We are glad and fortunate to be
able to appoint such atalent to fill our
vacant post of Executive Director in
Watertown and we are looking for-
ward to work with Mr. Arkun to fulfill
and advance our cultural and educa-
tional programs in the United States,
Canada and Armenia,” said Dr.
Haroutiun Arzoumanian, president of
TCA Central Board of Directors.

Arkun himself al so expressed his
happiness at his new position. “The

AramArkun

work the Tekeyan Cultural Associa-
tion carries out in the promotion of
Armenian cultureissignificant. Orga-
nizations like Tekeyan are especially
necessary in the Diasporato provide a
gathering place and forum for writers,
readers, and all those interested in
Armenian creative expression. | hope
to be able to help the organization
expand its cultural activities and to
continue its fine tradition of support-
ing Armenian schools. | also am very
happy to be able to contribute to the
Armenian Mirror-Spectator,” he said.
“I look forward to working with
Tekeyan members and others in the
Armeniancommunity, and hearingtheir
ideas about future activities”.

Office Space for Lease
Jur2nrk aruuvsuuuitr

1060 North Allen Ave
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Merdinian School to Host Elegant
Gatsby-Themed Banquet

SHERMAN OAKS,CA--C& E
Merdinian Armenian Evangelical
School’ sParent-Teacher Organization
(PTO) is pleased to announce its an-
nual holiday dinner-dance, Gatsby
Gala, whichwill be held on December
5, 2014 at 7:30 pm at the De Luxe
Banquet Hall in Burbank, CA.

ThePTOisplanning anexquisite
evening filled with live entertainment,
dancing, and food all set against the
backdrop of an exciting 1920’s-30's
Gatsby theme. Theglamorousevening
will feature a holiday raffle and red
carpet photo opportunities. The ban-
quet is an annual event, one that the
parents, teachers, staff, and friends of
M erdinian School anxiously await and
immensely enjoy. Itisalso acritical
fundraiser for the PTO as it presents
its proceeds to the small, nurturing,
and close-knit institution.

In an effort to build the school’s
alumni network, the PTO also wel-
comes back its alumni this year at a
special discounted rate for the evening
and is happy to accommodate class
tables by graduation years, upon re-
quest.

In the heart of Sherman Oaks, on
Riverside Drive, liesthegemthat isC
& E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical
School. Its core principles are based
on a Christian foundation, a sense of
community, and strong family values.
For over 30 years, Merdinian has pro-
vided ahigh standard of education and
values that have equipped its students
withtheskillsandintegrity to continue
through life as upstanding citizens,
Armenians, and Christians.

For more information and tick-
ets, please contact the M erdinian School
office at (818) 907-8149.

Ghazir Armenian Orphans Rug Goes on Display

Continued frompagel

carpet; itisatangibleconnectiontothe
first genocide of the Twentieth Cen-
tury — a silent, beautiful rebuttal to
those who deny the murder of 1.5
million men, woman and childrenin a
campaign of mass murder, forced
marches, rape and looting that befell
the Armenian people from 1915-23.
As the world prepares to commemo-
rate the centennial of the genocide, the
Ghazir Rug brings to life the shattered
families and the mass inhumanity that
was visited upon the Armenian people.
And | hopethat it can serveto educate a
new generation of Americans about one
of thegreat tragediesof history andleads
to a redoubling of efforts in 2015 to
finally and forever, honor the genocide
of the Armenianswithout equivocation.
Onehundred yearsisalong timeto wait
andthe Armenian peopleshould not have
to wait any longer.

“History is replete with tragedy
and barbarism, butitisalsofilled with
storiesof humanity, courage and faith.
The Ghazir Rug embodies all of these
and stands as a potent symbol of tri-
umph against evil, our solidarity with
thevictimsof persecution everywhere,
and our specia bond with the Arme-
nian people.”

The rug, which has been stored
in the White House collection for de-
cades with few public appearances,
was woven by orphans of the Arme-
nian genocide and given to President
Coolidge in 1925 as a token of grati-
tude for American relief efforts. It
measures 11' 7? x 18 5? and is com-
prised of 4,404,206 individual knots.
It took Armenian girls in the Ghazir
Orphanage of Near East Relief 10
months to weave. The rug was deliv-
ered to President Coolidge on Decem-
ber 4, 1925, in time for Christmas,
with a label on the back of the rug,
which reads “IN GOLDEN RULE
GRATITUDE TO PRESIDENT
COOLIDGE.”

The controversy surrounding the
Armenian orphan rug erupted in Octo-
ber, 2013, when the Rug failed to be
lend out for an exhibition at the
Smithsonian Institute, organized in
cooperation with the Armenian Cul-
tural Foundation and the Armenian

Rugs Society. In November, 2013, a
bipartisan group of over 30 U.S. Rep-
resentatives, led by Representatives
Adam Schiff (D-CA) and David Vaadao
(R-CA), called on the White House to
reverseitsdecision. Senator Ed Markey
(D-MA) and Representatives Brad
Sherman (D-CA) and Nikki Tsongas
(D-MA) al'so sent personal letters urg-
ing the White House to take action.

“INGOLDENRULEGRATITUDE
TOPRESIDENT COOLIDGE”

For lawmakers representing Ar-
menian American communities, the
display of the Ghazir rug is a step
toward eventual official recognition of
the genocide by the United States. Past
attempts by lawmakers to pass a reso-
lution recognizing the genocide have
stalled.

“For thelast 10 years, the Arme-
nian American community has fought
togetthisrugreleased and displayedto
the public,” said Rep. Judy Chu (D-
Pasadena). “This is only a first step.
This story reinforces why Congress
must pass aresol ution to recognize the
Armeniangenocide.”

Members of the Armenian Ameri-
can community said that the rug is a
tribute not only to their community’s
resilience but also to the generosity of
the Americangovernment, whichfunded
major relief efforts as the Ottoman Em-
pire dissolved during World War 1.

Armenian-American researcher
Missak Kelechian visited the site in
Ghazir, Lebanon, where orphaned Ar-
menian girlslivedinaAmerican-spon-
sored orphanage, working for 10
monthsto create the rug as atribute to
the United States.

“Therefusal to display therugis
a denial of one of the most beautiful
chaptersof American history,” hesaid.
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* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$100,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
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Scan Below
and Donate

ncmMk Ursuiv $10!

EN ROUTE ARTSAKH %
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DIGITAL
STATION | cHANNEL CABLE CHANNEL SATELLITE TIME

CITY-STATE-REGION

Northern California Comcast Channel 194 8am to 8pm
Sacramento m AT&T U-verse Channel 4 PST
San Francisco Bay Area Comcast Channel 8, 21 or 26
San Francisco, Oakland, KTSF 261 Charter Channe! 8 or 98 DirecTV 26 or 893 8am 1o
san Jose, Berkeley, @ ' AT&T U-verse Channel 8 DISH 26 or 8237 PST
and others. Google Fiber Channel 8
Central California KGMC 431 Comcast Channel 10 DirecTV 43 8am to 8pm
Fresno & Mid-State 43 17 AT&T U-verse Channel 43 DISH 43 PST
Southern California KSCI 18.1 ﬁ:::n:':ﬁ]rgecghannlﬁ;;ﬂ DirecTV 18 Bam to 8pm
Greater Los Angeles Area . Alne
! m Major Cable Systems Channel 18 DISH 18 PST

For all other locations please tune in to our LIVE WEBCAST at www.ArmeniaFund.org

Text ARMENIA to 50555 to give $10 to Armenia Fund Inc. Reply with YES to confirm your donation.

S10.00 donation 1o Armania Fund Inc. Changes will BDBear on your wirsioss bill, or bo decucied from your prepaid balance. All purchases miusl be autharized by acoount holde: Mot be 18 yaees ol
figa o hars panental pammission 1o participate. Message and Dala Aates May Anoiy. Text BTOF to 50555 be STOR. Taxt HELP to 50555 for HELP, Full Tarms: mGise.oegT. Prvacy Poloy: mGie ong P

Visit & Donate: www.armeniafund.org or Call:1-800-888-8897

n Facebaak.comiArmeaniaFund

' Twilber comyArmeniaFund

1'.““ T“ hE Yo Tulbe. com, AnmeniaFund LS

il natagram.com/ ArmeniaFund




