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Armenia Fund Telethon 2014

Raises

-

LOS ANGELES — At the close
of Telethon 2014, ArmeniaFundraised
atotal of $12,399,550 worldwide. The
funds collected will be used to com-
pletetheVardenis-Martakert Highway,
an integral road connecting northern
Artsakh to therest of Armenia, aswell
as many other important projects in
the Armenian homeland.

TheThanksgiving Day fundraiser
featured prominent members of the
Armenian community in the United

Over 12 Million Dollars!

Armenian PM Welcomes
SDHP Representatives

| &

States and Karabakh Armenian lead-
ers. It was broadcast live by Armenian
and U.S.-Armenian TV channels.
TheVardenis-Martakert Highway
construction project is of major eco-
nomic and strategic significance. When
completed, it will function as an addi-
tional lifeline between Armenia and
Artsakh, helping boost the economies
and specifically tourism industries of

Continued on page4

Bolivia Recognizes Armenian Genocide

In amove welcomed by Armenia,
on Wednesday 26 November, both
chambersof thePlurinational Legislative
Assembly for the Republic of Balivia
unanimously passed Proclamations rec-
ognizing the Armenian Genocide.

The separate adopted Proclama-
tions denounce modern-day Turkey
for denying the first genocide of the
20th century, and support the Arme-
nian effortsto achieve greater interna-
tional recognition of the tragedy.

Following this historic feat, the
VicePresident of the Chamber of Sena-
tors of Bolivia (now in charge of the
presidency), Senator SoniaMelgar, on
Sunday, December 30th, 2014 attended
mass at the St. Gregory the I [luminator
Armenian Apostolic Cathedral inBuenos
Aires. After thetraditional mass, Sena-
tor Melgar addressed the more than
300 peoplein attendance, highlighting
the grounds on which the Proclama-
tions are based, stating the Bolivian
people and authorities express their
solidarity and support to Armenian
peopleintheir strugglefor justice, and
condemn any manifestation of denial

of the Armenian Genocide committed
in 1915 in the Ottoman Empire.

Subsequently, both original proc-
lamations were delivered to the Am-
bassador of the Republic of Armeniain
Argentina, Mr. Vahagn Melikyan, and
the Consul of Armenia, Mrs. Ester
MKkrtumyan, who stated their intention
to send the proclamations to Y erevan
to be exhibited at the Armenian Geno-
cide Museum-Institute.

The unofficial translation of the
full text of the resolution reads:

“The Plurinational Legislative
Assembly of Bolivia shares and isin
solidarity with the Armenian people
for the fight of their claims, the pres-
ervation of human rights, and the es-
tablishment of truth and justice.

Declares: itsfirm commitment to
human rights, truth, justice, solidarity
and condemnation against all denialist
policy regarding the genocide and
crimes against humanity suffered by
the Armenian nation.”

The acting speaker of the Boliv-

Continued on page4

Armenian Genocide Recognition Bill
Submitted to Turkish Parliament

ANKARA — Istanbul MP Sebahat
Tuncel of Turkey’ spro-Kurdish Peoples
Democratic Party (HDP) has submitted a
bill, urging President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to publicly apologize for the
Armenian Genocideon behalf of Turkey.

The parliamentarian also called
Erdogan to apol ogize for the mid-20th
century Kurdish massacresin Dersim,
Marash, Sivas and Corum.

The proposed bill notes that the
President of Turkey shall formally

apologizeintheparliament on behalf of
the Turkish state, and go to one of the
sites of the slaughter on the next day
and read the text of the apology there.

The bill also proposes to declare
April 24 aday of mourning and provide
moral and material compensations.

“Within oneyear after theformal
apology, a special committee shall be
set up in the parliament and all state
archivesrelated to this subject shall be
opened,” the bill states.

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Hovik Abrahamyanwel comed
Social Democratic Hunchakian Party
(SDHP) Central Committee Board
Chairman Hagob Dikranian, Central
Committee Vice Chairman, member of
the Lebanese Parliament Sebouh
Kalpakianand SDHP Central Commit-
tee Board member Gevorg
Perkuperkyan.

Welcoming the guests, the Prime
Minister highlighted theroleplayed by
the SDHP as atraditional party in the
processes of all-national concern and
expressed readiness to continue coop-
erating with the SDHP on behalf of his
government.

PR dh rice 4 T
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Appreciative of the reforms
implemented by the Armenian govern-
ment, the SDHP representativesreiter-
ated their readiness to continue sup-
porting the authorities in addressing
the challenges faced by the State and
the people of Armenia.

Views were exchanged on the
government’s economic policy, the
reforms aimed at improving the busi-
ness environment and attracting in-
vestment, as well as on the country’s
socioeconomic development pros-
pects.

The parties took the opportunity
to talk about the ongoing cooperation
with the SDHP.

ACA Chair Receives Medal from
Artsakh Republic President

On November 26, Artsakh Re-
public President Bako Sahakyan vis-
ited the Consulate General of the Re-
publicof ArmeniainLosAngeleswhere
he participated in a solemn ceremony
awarding Artsakh’ s Gratitude” medal
to agroup of public officialsand com-
munity leaders from the Armenian
Diaspora for supporting the adoption
of the resolution on Artsakh’'s Inde-
pendence by the California State As-
sembly and Senate. Among the
awardees was Armenian Council of
America Chair Sevak Khatchadorian.

Other awardees included Cali-
fornia State Senate Pro Tem Kevin de
L edn members of the California State
Assembly, Mike Gatto, Katcho
Achgjian, Sheryl Brown, AdrinNazarian
and Scott Wilk; former Speaker of the
CaliforniaState Assembly, John Perez;
Los Angeles City Councilman Paul
Krekorian; Armenia’ s Ambassador to
Mexico Grigor Hovhannisyan; Arme-
nian Assembly of America’s Talin
Y acoubian, Chair of the Armenian

Continued on page3
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First Armenian Peacekeeping Mission

Arrives 1in Lebanon

BEIRUT — The first Armenian
peacekeeping contingent of 32 sol-
diershasarrived in Lebanon as part of
the UNIFIL mission along the south-
ern region bordering Israel.

The Armenian peacekeepers
would be deployed in three southern
villages, rotated every six months. The
contingent would be*“ ensuring respect
for the safety of the U.N. staff”.

While Armenia has been part of
several U.N. peacekeepingforcessince
2004, the country has long opposed
sending troops to Lebanon, over con-
cerns for the large Armenian commu-
nity in Lebanon.

Plans for the Armenian deploy-
ment in Lebanon were first announced
by Y erevaninJunelastyear. Armenia’s
top army general visited Italy shortly
afterwards to discuss its practical
modalities. The UNIFIL missionisled
by an Italian general and numbers
around 11,000 troops from over 30
countries.

The deployment issue was
broached during Armenian President
Serzh Sarkisian’s visit to Lebanon in
2012, and Armenia has had an ob-
serverinUNIFIL inpreparationfor the
contingent’s arrival.

The troops were flown to Leba-

non on Wednesday night after a cer-
emony at Y erevan’s Zvartnots airport
that was attended by Defense Minister
Seyran Ohanian and Italy’s ambassa-
dor to Armenia, Giovanni Ricciulli.
Many of them have previously partici-
patedinWestern-led multinational mis-
sionsinKosovo, Iraqgand Afghanistan.

“You are going to Lebanon pri-
marily to make your contribution to
international peace and security,”
Ohanian told the departing troopsin a
speech. He emphasized the fact that
Lebanonishometo asizableandinflu-
ential Armenian community.

“Lebanon is not Kosovo or Af-
ghanistan,” the minister went on.
“Lebanon is part of the zone of
Armenia’s security interests in the
Middle East. So be aware that with
your service in the UNIFIL (UN In-
terim Force in Lebanon) you will be
contributing to Armenia’ s external se-
curity.”

Ohanian described the deploy-
ment as “historic” in ensuing com-
ments to reporters. “Our compatriots
have lived on the Mediterranean cost,
in Lebanon, for many years side by
side with peoples of variousreligious.
It is extremely important to maintain
peace there,” he said

Hrant Dink Foundation:
Research on the Socio-Economic Impact of

the Turkey-Armenia Border

ISTANBUL -- The Turkey-Ar-
menia border, sealed in 1993, com-
pletely disregards the interests and
welfare of people on both sides, and
negatively impactssocia development,
economy and environment of border
cities and the region as such. The
border remaining closed for two de-
cades did not bring any desired settle-
ment in Nagorno-K arabakh, whichwas
the justification for the sealing of the
border. Yet, it caused a significant
level of isolation in the border cities,
which remain to be the most underde-
veloped cities in Turkey in economic
and social indicators. Even though the
air traffic is allowed between Istanbul
and Y erevan, the land border remains
sealed and the Kars-Gyumri trains op-
erating before 1993 were stopped long
time ago. This situation prevents the
border cities to have direct trade with
Armenia, which carries a significant
potential for them and it curbs all
forms of regional, cross-border coop-
eration initiatives and means of dia-

logue. The people in the region, who
currently have very limited mobility,
wants open bordersfor trade, tourism,
health, education and other purposes
and they voice their demands on vari-
ous occasions. In 2005, 50,000 inhab-
itants of Karssigned petitionsfor open
borders and submitted their common
demand to the government. Despite
this initiative and the protocols signed
by the two governmentsin 2009, which
was the most concrete step taken to-
wardsopen borderssince 1993 yet failed
beforeratification, the Turkey-Armenia
borders remains sealed to this date.
This being the case, the Hrant
Dink Foundation felt the need for a
scientific study with a view to mea-
sure the socio-economic impacts of
the sealed border on the local popula-
tion, to makevisible the missed oppor-
tunities in the region and to uncover
the potential and prospects. As a re-
sult, the 'Research on the Socio-Eco-
nomic Impact of the Turkey-Armenia
Border' was commissioned to inde-

Azerbaijan Blacklists Ukrainian Journalists
for “Distorting Reality About
Karabakh Conflict”

Azerbaijan has blacklisted two
Ukrainianjournalistsfor allegedly “dis-
torting the realities of the Karabakh
conflict” after their film about the
regionwas shown on Ukrainiantel evi-
sion earlier this month.

The Azerbaijani Embassy in
Ukraine has expressed protest to
Ukraine’' sForeign Ministry for screen-
ing the film on Ukraine’'s 1+1 TV
channel, the Azerbaijani Embassy told
Trend.

Baku hasslammed the Channel for
“distorting” thereality about Azerbaijan’s
socio-political situationandtheNagorno
Karabakh conflict and expressing sym-
pathy for Armenia.

The Embassy has already sent a
letter of protest to the TV channel’s
management and said the authors of
the TV program, reporters Konstantin
Andryuk and Dmitry Volkov havebeen
included in the list of “persona non
grata” of Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
for their “illegal” visit to Azerbaijani
territories occupied by Armenia.

Azerbaijani embassy added that
this TV program causes serious dam-
age to the friendly and strategic rela-
tions between the two countries and
urged Ukrainian Foreign Ministry to
take corresponding measures against
the TV channel and its reporters that
have “insulted and committed slander
against Azerbaijan and its citizens.”

The series of programs entitled
“15 Republics’ (of the former USSR)

AR

A"
PECNYDAIK

in which a pair of journalists visits
post-Soviet countries to try to get
first-hand experience of their current
life. Thefirst program aired as part of
the series was dedicated (apparently
alphabetically) to the two South
Caucasus republics.

The authors of the program vis-
ited the two republics as well as
Nagorno-Karabakh. In the part about
Azerbaijan they do not conceal their
irony about the cult of Azerbaijan’'s
late President Heydar Aliyev, while
when presenting Armeniathey mostly
speak about its cultural and historical
heritage, technological achievements,
even though also showing some de-
crepit Soviet-era constructionsin pro-
vincial towns and also the square in
Spitak bearing the name of Ukraine's
deposed leader Viktor Y anukovych.

Regarding Karabakh, theauthors
of the program make areferenceto the
treaty that was signed at the beginning
of the 20th century between the Soviet
Union and Turkey asthereason for the
inclusion of theregioninto Azerbaijan.
“Because the territory of Azerbaijan
had already been captured by the Bol-
sheviks and Armenia was still resist-
ing, it was decided to incorporate
Karabakh into Azerbaijan in order to
declare it Soviet territory as soon as
possible. But during the disintegration
of the Soviet Union the issue of the
disputed territory again came to sur-
face,” the authors of the program say.

pendent researchers and was carried
out in the years 2012-2013 under the
supervision of the research adviser
Prof. Dr. Asaf Savas Akat and with the
support of TUSIAD (Industry and
Business Association of Turkey) and
Istanbul Policy Center of Sabanci Uni-
versity. The research consisted of an
econometric analysis that made com-
parisons with other border regions as
well as a qualitative field study.
Bahcesehir University Center for Eco-
nomic and Social Research (BETAM)
conducted the econometric study,
which analysed the commercial and
economic potential of open border for
the region.

By means of in-depth interviews
Social Research Center (SAM), took
the current picture of the region and
examined people’ sdemand about their
future, about the potential of open
borders as well as existing barriers to
overcome.

For the qualitative field study,
theresearches organised joint site vis-

its to the provinces of Kars, Igdir and
Ardahan bordering Armenia, and held
in-depth interviews with about sev-
enty respondents from the chambers,
local authorities, regional development
agency representatives, academicsand
civil society and collected data in the
fieldsof agriculture-husbandry, health,
youth and education.

We hope that this report, which
compiles the findings of both studies,
will help voice the demands of the local
peopleintheregionandwill contributeto
future initiatives geared towards joint
development of the two neighbouring
countries.

Research on the Socio-Economic
Impact of the Turkey-ArmeniaBorder
was conducted with the support of
Turkish Industry and Business Asso-
ciation (TUSIAD) and Sabanci Uni-
versity Istanbul Policy Center.

The research findings are trans-
lated and printed with the support of
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Dernegi Tur-
key Office.
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Armenian Genocide Film Takes Center Stage in London

By NoraVoshigian

On Tuesday, 25 November 2014,
the Armenian clubs at the School of
African and Oriental Studies (SOAS)
and University College of London
(UCL) screened an unusual and com-
pelling observational documentary on
the Armenian Genocide, “The Blue
Book. Political Truth or Historical
Fact,” by Gagik Karageuzian (Ani
Sounds, London). The screening took
place at SOAS and drew a good num-
ber of students. Among the guests
werefilmmaker Gagik Karageuzianand
the historian Ara Sarafian (Gomidas
Institute), who featured prominently
in the film.

“The Blue Book” is an observa-
tional documentary following Ara
Sarafian between 2006-2008, when he
engaged the Armenian Genocideissue
inLondon, Istanbul, Ankaraand Elazig
in Turkey. Much of the film was shot
in archives, conferences, TV studios,
and the killings fields of eastern Tur-
key. His discussions with Turkish in-
tellectuals, journalists and deniers are
particularly interesting, giving viewers
auniqueperspectiveintothe Armenian
Genocide as a contemporary issue.

Thescreening of “ TheBlueBook”
led to afascinating discussion and we
will report on it separately.

Gagik Kareuzian

Following the L ondon screening,
Gagik Karagheuzian agreedtoaninter-
view with Nora Vosbigian about his
film.

N.V.: How do you know Ara
Sar afian and why did you approach
him to make such a documentary?

G.K.: I met Arain the late nine-
ties. | wanted to make a documentary
film about the Armenian Genocideand
its denial. My background was very
much in the observational style of
documentary filmmaking. Atthetimel
didn’t think | would be ableto film on
this subject in Turkey, but once | met
Aral realisedthat with hisinvolvement
this was possible. We needed to find
the right approach to the subject. In
2005 the Turkish Grand National As-
sembly (TGNA) presented apetitionto
the British Parliament saying the 1916
Blue Book on the Armenian Genocide
authored by British parliamentarians
wasbased onliesand theBritish should
apologise to Turkey. Ara had repub-
lished the critical edition of the Blue
Book in 2000 and he was the expert on
this subject. So | asked him to allow
me to make an observational style
documentary about his efforts to re-
spond to the TGNA accusations. The

filming started in 2005 and the final
sequence was shot in 2009.

N.V.: Did you expect him to
agree to such a documentary and
what were your expectations?

G.K.: When | met Ara he was
interested inworking withfilm makers
on the issue of the Armenian Geno-
cide, but he was very careful who he
worked with. When | told him | wanted
to make films on this issue he sug-
gested we work on a few smaller
projectsfirst, to get know each other’s
working style. By 2005, when the
TGNA petition arrived in London, we
had already been working together for
six yearsand had been to Turkey twice
to make other films. When | ap-
proached him about making the Blue
Book documentary, the issue was not
whether we could work together but
could we sustain working on a de-
manding project like this. | knew |
wouldn’t be able to take a film crew
with me, | had to be subtle and not
attract attention to me while he was
dealing with Turkish and other politi-
cians and historians. | knew he was
apprehensive, but he also knew these
eventswerevery important and needed
to be documented. So both of us felt
we had to take on these risks.

N.V.: What were Sarafian’'s
conditions for your co-operation?
Was he easy to work with?

G.K.: Ara’'s main concern was
that filming did not interfere with his
work. For example, my presence stop-
ping people from talking to him, be-
cause they did not want to be on
camera. Also he did not want to “act
for the camera’ — he wanted a very
honest depiction of the events. Not
only did | feel these demands were
possible, this was the style of film |
wanted to make!

N.V.: What werethe dynamics
of actually working with Sarafian?
How were decisions made to do
things? Did he discuss what he was
doing with you? How wereyou pre-
pared for shooting your footage on
a day to day basis?

G.K.: Asl mention earlier, when
| started filming the Blue Book, | had
already worked with Ara on other
smaller projects, sowehad established
aworking relationship. He would ex-
plain to me what was going to happen
in any particular day, and whether it
would beinteresting to filmit or not. |
would discuss with him what | had
filmed and what would be useful to
portray what was happening. For ex-
ample hewould ask if he should agree
to an interview with a particular jour-
nalist, | would say it could be useful
way of summarising the events of that
day and give us an insight into the
thinking of the peopleat that place and
time.

N.V.: How much footage did
you shoot, and how did you come up
with the final cut?

G.K.: I filmed Ara from 2005
until 2009. Thetotal footage shot dur-
ing thistime came to about 100 hours.
| made two versions of the Blue Book.
First one subtitled “Witnessing His-
tory” (77 minutes) focused on his
overall approach in dealing with the
TGNA petition and the denial of the
Armenian Genocide. The second ver-
sion which | am releasing this year,

“Political Truthor Historical Fact” (54
minutes) still showsthe denial process
but concentrated on the 2006 sympo-
siumwhere Aracamefaceto facewith
the Turkish historians and politicians
who deny the Armenian Genocide.

N.V.: What were some of the
memor able moments, on or off cam-
era?

G.K.: WhilefilmingintheKharpet
region, where Consul Leslie Davishad
witnessed the remains of massacred
caravans of Armenians, we got a flat
tyre. | stayed with the car while Ara
went off withalocal 18 year oldtofind
ajack to prop the car up. It turned out
that theuncle of the 18 year old had the
right jack, but he refused to help,
advising his nephew, the son of the
mayor of that village, not to help this
“gavour” (infidel, unbeliever). Arasaid
the boy told hisunclethat he could not
help how he (the uncle) behaved but
he, as a good Muslim, had to help a
person in need. He managed to find a
jack from elsewhere and helped us
changethetyre. In my experience, this
18 year old was not in the minority in
the region or in most areas that we
visited in Turkey. Most of the people
that we met, when they realised we
were Armenian, expressed sorrow at
what had happened in 1915.

N.V. What do you hope to
achieve with such a film?

G.K.: | have seen many films
dealing with the Armenian Genocide.
Obviously all of them portray Arme-
niansasvictims. Whilethiswastrue of

The ]‘Hm* Book -

Armenians in 1915 and |mmed|a1ely
after the Genocide, it is not true of
Armenians today. We are not victims.
My intentions as an Armenian film-
maker is to show this. Ara Sarafian’s
approach to hiswork and his ethics, |
find, are empowering. | hope to share
these experiences through this docu-
mentary. In fact, | recently re-edited
the original cut of “The Blue Book,
Political Truth or Historical Fact,” to
bring focus to the issue of empower-
ment as part of the upcoming 100th
year Armenian Genocide commemo-
ration.

For moreinformation about “ The
BlueBook. Political Truthor Historical
Fact,” see www.anisounds.com

* Gagik Karagheuzianisaninde-
pendent British-Armenian film-maker
and the director of Ani Sounds.

* AraSarafianisaBritish-Arme-
nian historian and the director of the
Gomidas Institute (London).

ACA Chair Receives Medal

Continued frompagel

National Committee of America-West-
ern Region NoraHovsepian, aswell as
ElenAsatryan; TerezaY erimyan; Haig
Baghdassarian; Deputy District Direc-
tor for Sen. de Ledn Baydsar
Thomassian.

The Resolution, authored by
Assemblymember Mike Gatto, which
passed in the State Assembly in May
and the State Senate in August, calls
for the United States to recognize the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic as a sov-
ereign state, invokes strong language
from the United States' own history
regarding the rights of the people to
“self-determination and democratic
independence.”

President Sahakyan called the
recognition of Nagorno Karabagh by
Californiaaunique political, legal and
moral address supporting the process
of realizing theright of peoplesto self-
determination and building acivilized
democratic state. President Sahakyan
noted that it was a substantial victory
that had been reached by joint efforts
due to the Armenia-Artsakh-Diaspora
solid trinity, genuine and firm friend-
ship of our American partners.

Californiais the strongest entity
in the United States, with an economy
among the seven leading economiesin

the world, as well as the most popu-
lous governmental entity to call for
Nagorno-Karabakh’ srecognition or to
recognize it outright.

The night also included the Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the Republic of Armeniato
the United Statesof America, H.E. Mr.
Tigran Sargsyan, awarding on behal f
of the President of Armenia, the
Mkhitar Gosh medal to
Assemblymembers Achadjian, Gatto,
and Nazarian. Similarly, Artsakh Presi-
dent Sahakyan awarded the Mkhitar
Goshmedal to Armenia sConsul Gen-
eral to Los Angeles Sergei Sarkisov
and Chairman of the Armenian Revo-
[utionary Federation Western US Cen-
tral Committee Dr. Viken Hovsepian.
TheMkhitar Gosh medal was awarded
in Armenia, by Republic of Armenia
President Serzh Sargsyan to Mr.
Vasken Kaltakdjian, Chairman of the
Louisiana chapter of the Armenian
Council of America, and member of
the Central Committeeof Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party.

Primate of the Artsakh Diocese
of the Armenian Apostolic Church
Archbishop Pargev Martirosyan, vice-
premier Arthur Aghabekyan, and other
officials and representatives of the
local Armenian Diasporapartook inthe
event.
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A Daylong Seminar at Woodbury University

Commemorating Armenian Genocide

Centennial
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LOSANGELES-- The Arme-
nian Women’s Coalition of Los Ange-
les represents thirteen Armenian
Women’'s Committees from different
organizations. The Coalition’sgoal is
to collectively prepare and commemo-
rate the Centennial Anniversary of the
1915 Armenian Genocide, as atribute
to the memory of the courageous
Womenwho perished or endured those
terrible years.

A special daylong event will be
held on January 17, 2015, at Woodbury
University in Burbank California. It
will includean exhibition, cultural pro-
grams, and two multigenerational dis-
cussion panelsthat will cover the top-
ics concerning the road of our exist-
ence today and explore the challenges
of cultural preservationthat wefacein
our future.

The focus of the day’s events
will betorecognize Armenianwomen’s
spirit of determination and their unre-
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lenting belief in the survival of the
Armenian heritage, embedded in four
thousand years of history.

As Armenian women, we col-
lectively believethat we arethe guard-
ians of our heritage and that it is our
duty to keep the memory of our mar-
tyrs alive. We are working on a Me-
morial Book as well, the details of
which can be found on Facebook Save
Our Past, Memoria Book.

We hopethat you will appreciate
and share the group’s efforts by your
generousdonations, whichwill berec-
ognized in our event program. Please
make your tax- deductible donations
payable to AWC- LA, and mail it to
AWC-LA c/o St. Gregory Armenian
Church 1510 E. Mountain Ave, Glen-
dale, CA 91207. Finally, don't forget
to visit us and like us on Facebook:
Save Our Past Memorial Book.

Armenian Women’s Coalition

of Los Angeles

Armenia Fund Telethon 2014
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the twin republics.

Passenger and cargo traffic be-
tween Armeniaand K arabakh hasuntil
now been mainly carried out through
Goris-Lachin highway that stretches
for more than 80 kilometers from the
Karabakh capital Stepanakert to the
southeastern Armenian town of Goris.
It was built in 1997 with the financial
assistance of the Armenian Diaspora
and U.S.-Armenian billionaire Kirk
Kerkorianin particular.

The second, 116-kilometer-long
road link, which began to be con-
structed in 2011, will run from the
northern Karabakh town of Martakert
toVartenisineastern Armeniathrough
Kelbgjar district.

Officials say that the new high-
way will not only shorten travel time
between Y erevan and Stepanakert but
also spur economic activity in nearby
rural communitiesand bring moretour-

iststo Karabakh. It should al so benefit
a major Armenian company mining
gold and copper in northern Karabakh.
The company, Base Metals, is
Karabakh’s single largest corporate
employer and taxpayer.

Armenia fund began financing
the project after its previous telethon
and other fundraisers in November
2013 that netted more than $22 million
in donations. Most of that money was
contributed by wealthy Russian-Ar-
menian entrepreneurs.

“With proceeds from the 2014
Telethon, the Hayastan All-Armenian
Fund will complete the asphalting of
theentire highway aswell asinstall all
remaining saf ety and navigation com-
ponents, including traffic signs and
lanemarks,” the Diaspora-funded char-
ity said on November 10.

Thousands of donations were
received during the 12-hour telethon
from every part of the United States
and from throughout the world.

Bolivia Recognizes Armenian Genocide

Continued frompagel

ian Senate, SoniaGuardiaMelgar, per-
sonally handed copiesof theresolution
to Armenia’s ambassador to Argen-
tina, Vahagn Melikian, andthespiritual
leader of the Argentinian-Armenian
community, Archbishop Gisak

Muradian, on Sunday. According to
the Armenian Foreign Ministry, Melgar
and Melikian delivered speeches dur-
ing a special ceremony held at an
Armenian church in Buenos Aires.
Official Yerevan was quick to
thank Bolivia for the move. On Mon-
day Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-
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Prof. Matthew Ari Jendian
Receives Trailblazer Award

Dr.Matthew JendianreceivesaTrailblazer sfor Prosperity Award

from SEFCEDA CEOQO JoselL eonBarraza

FRESNO — Dr. Matthew Ari
Jendian was honored along with eight
other community leaders at the third
Annual Trailblazers for Prosperity
Awards Luncheon by the Southeast
Fresno Community Economic Devel op-
ment Association (SEFCEDA) on No-
vember 12, 2014 at the Fresno Fair-
grounds.

Each year the Board of Directors
of SEFCEDA nominates and selectsin-
dividuals that have opened the trailsfor
the prosperity of future generations and
for the benefit of others.

Recognized for their leadershipin
Education and Training, this year's re-
cipients were: in addition to Professor
Jendian, Doctor of Medicine Katherine
Flores, Retired Counselor Diana
Rodrigues, SunnysideHigh School Prin-
cipal Tim Liles, Roosevelt High School
Principal Bryan Wells, Founder-Owner
of TheCaliforniaAdvocateLesKimber,
Community Advocate Chue April Vue,
and posthumous recognition for Fresno
Police Sergeant Salvador Mosqgueda.

Each of the recipients was intro-
duced by KFSN-ABC 30 News Anchor
Graciela Moreno who served as Master
of Ceremonies, and SEFCEDA Board
President Dr. Nellie Neri and CEO Jose
Leon Barraza presented the awards.

Several of Dr. Jendian's former
students were in attendance to honor
and congratulate him, including Estela
Acebedo-Gonzal ez (Graduate Studentin
Social Work), Kelvin Alfaro (Program
Officer at Fresno Regional Foundation),
Bertha Dominguez (Education Director
at UC San Francisco), Raymundo
Gonzalez (Hospitality Manager at
Fleming's), Brenda Noriega (Hispanic
Ministry Coordinator at theRoman Catho-
lic Dioceseof Fresno), and Jose Ramirez
(UrbanPlanner Associateat Sigala, Inc.).

Biography: Jendian is a tenured
Full Professor and Chair of Sociology at
Cdlifornia State University, Fresno and
founding Director of Fresno State's
Humanics Program.
Humanics@FresnoStatetransformslives
and perspectivesonleadershipand philan-

thropy and positively impactsindividuals,
organizations, and communities.

He was born and raised in Fresno
and received his Bachelor of Arts in
Sociology and minor degrees in psy-
chology and Armenian Studies from
Fresno State (1991) and his Ph.D. from
USC (2001). He authored “Becoming
American, Remaining Ethnic” (LFB
Scholarly Publishing, 2008) and was
honored in Menk, an encyclopedia of
biographies of prominent Armenian
scholars.

Dr. Jendian istherecipient of sev-
eral honors, including the 2012
“President’ s Award of Excellence” pre-
sented by theUniversity Advisory Board
at Fresno State in recognition of integ-
rity, leadership and commitment to the
university and community; the 2008
“Provost’s Award for Faculty Service”;
the 2007 “Socia Action Award” from
TempleBethlsrael; andthe2007“ Amigo
Award,” presentedby VidaenEl Valleto
anon-Latinoindividual or Organization
that has worked tirelessly on behalf of
the Latino community. He was nomi-
nated for the 2009 “California Campus
Compact Cone Award” for Excellence
& Leadershipin cultivating Community
Partnerships and has written and re-
ceived national and federal grants to
develop curriculathat engage university
students in capacity-building work with
Community Benefit Organizations
(CBOs) in Central California.

Dr. Jendian has served as a board
member for several CBOs including
Nonprofit Leadership Alliance (formerly
American Humanics, Inc.), Buchanan
Babe Ruth Baseball Association Inc.,
Fresno Nonprofit Advancement Coun-
cil, Fresno Housing Alliance, and Rela
tional Cultural Institute and as an exter-
nal evaluator withlocal and multinational
CBOs, including PortervilleCollegeand
theArmenian Genera BenevolentUnion.

Jendian is a lifetime member of
Alpha Kappa Delta International and an
ordained Deaconof theArmenian Church.
He and his wife, Pam, reside in Clovis
with their sons, Joshua and Nicholas.

ward Nalbandian issued a statement,
expressing gratitudeto Boliviafor rec-
ognizing the Armenian Genocide.
“We express our gratitude to both
Chambers of the Parliament, the govern-
ment and people of Boliviafor therecogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide committed
inthe Ottoman Turkey,” the Minister said.
“Ahead of the 100th anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide, Boliviaby

this step has brought its important
input in the noble cause of restoration
of historical justice, recognition, con-
demnation, prevention of crimes
against humanity andinthefight against
denial,” Minister Nalbandian stated.

Four other South American states
— Uruguay, Argentina, Chileand Ven-
ezuela — have also recognized the
Armenian Genocide.
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