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« Estate Planning
+ Wl & Livirsg Trust

= Full Annual Review
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Seniors 65 & Up  Medicare Supplements - Insurance « Prescriptions Drugs RY «

EAISER FERMAMENTE

300 N. Lake Ave. Suite 500
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A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES
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THE ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES AND RESEARCH (NAASR)

PRESENT AM ILLUSTRATED TALK BY

ATTY, MATTHEW KARANIAN

HISTORIC ARMENIA AFTER 100 YEARS:
ANIL KARS, AND THE SIX PROVINCES OF WESTERN ARMENIA

H qmr{ Armenla

1'-':.- 100 T\r-lﬂ

SUNDAY EEERUART 15 2{]15 AT 4:00 P.M.
Ararat-Eskijian Museum —Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills, CA 91345

[ T

|_||_*-.Ir|_|q.l: M,

hormeland

juxbaposed

| ]'||rir'!_'_ the « vnbury sinee the Genocide of 1915,

|l.l|.|||. &y ol |-.l..-1l.-:l'-.l.|"n. in EI:"ll"\-hI‘GII.LI'LI.“.'l"L "I‘*-"'H L|I.III.1I. I|I slowic Armrenia
Genocide, the cultural wealth of the Armenian nation in W l."'"\-'.l. rn Armenia is presented inone readable and
bt b I:.' ilustrated volume, This book servies as a ;._'.uiu_h_'- I:I'r-:||,||:."| thie I1'i'-1-'\-r:.' and culture of the ancient Armenian

wre Cutrdem Traoe] Guide,

Umne hundred years atter the Armenian Holocaust, the homeland of the Armenians remains unknown to much of
thae weorld

the lands of historic Armenia have been eliminated or |l.-_;l|.|rp:l.-|.-|.|.

But there is much that still remains, Author Matthew Karanian celebrates the Armenia that has avoided
v wirll a5 the hidden Armmenians who have
||-. ||| an the remnants of Western Armenia that are at gres atest riak of beds g lost forever, and he leads readers o a

.-|_I'I F I Years. For the first time simce the

whether ome mmbendg to travel there in PEFSON 0T 0 '.|'. I|||'-:l||| by thi i agres of this book,

Historic Armenia After 100 Tears is the product of several vears of research and photogeaphy by Matthew Karanian.
I'hir book is illustrated with 123 color maps ard '1I'.|| nl_.'.,.plh and imcledes ank que p hovtos From 'IIIII YEATS AR0 that are
with images of the same locales as I||-.:-. appear today, Karanian is a second generafion Armenian
American '|'|'|:'ril lives in Pasadena. His four gramdparents are from Western Armenia and both of his grandmothers
survived their deportation during the summer of 1915, Karanian has served as Associate Dean of the law program at
the American Liniversity of Armenia, and as the Director of the university's Legal Besearch Department, He is the
author of Arorenia and Keralakl: The 5

st II'.. thwr culbural monuments ||f bl
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Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian:

Azerbaijan Ignoring the Calls of the

International Community

Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian received the EU Spe-
cial Representative for the South
Caucasus and the Conflict in Georgia,
Herbert Salber.

Minister Nalbandian drew the at-
tention of the EU Special Representa-
tive to the increased number of pro-
vocative actions at the line of contact
with Armeniaandthe Armenian border.

“Azerbaijani President’s refusal
to accept the three well-known prin-
ciples of international law as a basis
for the settlement of the Karabakh
conflict, and his stance expressed at
the Munich Security Conference tes-
tify to his adherence to the policy of

ignoring the calls of the international
community,” Minister Nalbandian said.

The Armenian Foreign Minister
noted that Azerbaijan continuously
turns down all confidence-building
measures — reinforcement of the
ceasefire regime, withdrawal of snip-
ers form the line of contact, creation
of mechanisms to investigate the bor-
der incidents, thuspreventing progress
inthe negotiation processwithitsnon-
constructive position.

The EU Special Representative
reiterated his support to the efforts of
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs
towards the peaceful settlement of the
Karabakh conflict.

Legendary Basketball Coach
Jerry Tarkanian Dies at 84

LAS VEGAS -- Former UNLV,
Fresno State and Long Beach State
coach Jerry Tarkanian who won more
than 700 games in his storied career,
and was the leader of what could be
the best college team of the past 30
years at UNLV has died Wednesday,
succumbing to failing health that in
recent years saw him take three sig-
nificant trips to the hospital, not in-
cluding hisfinal visitation over the past
two days.

Tarkanian, who lived the final
yearsof hislifein LasVegas, had two

heart attacks in the past three years,
one in March of 2012 and another in
November of 2014. Tarkanian was
also relegated to getting about in a
wheelchair and/or walker as he segued
into his80s. Heal so battled respiratory
issues, clogged arteries, low blood
pressureand musclefatigue. Tarkanian
was put on a pacemaker in 2013.
Tarkanian, the son of Armenian
immigrants, was born in Euclid, Ohio
and attended Pasadena City Collegein

Continued on page4

Erdogan Accuses Armenia of Rejecting
Turkey’s "Peace Hand"
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BOGOTA -- Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has called on
Armenia to examine the 1915 events
through the lens of science and not
politics, while also expressing his re-
proach over the rejection of Turkey’s
invitation to representatives of the
county to attend war commemoration
ceremonies, the Hurriyet Daily News
reports.

“Let us remove the 1915 events
from the area of politics and refer to
science and scientists,” Erdogan said
during a symposium on the topic, co-
organized by Bogota Externado Uni-
versity and Ankara University.

Erdogan attended the event as
part of hisofficial visitto Colombiaon
Feb. 10 and said “what the Armenians
did against the Turks and what the
Turks did against the Armenians 100
years ago has not been properly dis-
cussed.”

“We have made an effort to fix
relations with Armenia and to open a
new page,” the Turkish president said.
“Unfortunately, our peace hand has
always been rejected by the influence
of Armenian diaspora.”

In January, the Turkish presi-
dent sentinvitationlettersto morethan

100l eaders, including Armenian Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian, to participate in
the ceremonies on April 24 marking
the centenary of the Battle of Gallipoli
in Canakkale, which coincides with
the day of remembrance for the Arme-
nian victims of the 1915 events.

Sarkisian reportedly denounced
Erdogan’s invitation as a “short-
sighted” attempt to overshadow the
100th anniversary of the 1915 Arme-
nian Genocide.

“We would like them to come
and be in Canakkale on April 24, to
breathe in that atmosphere and try to
understand that happened among our
hundreds of thousands of martyrs. But
they didn’'t do that,” he said.

“They once again blocked the
peace and dialogue with their state-
ment violating courtesy protocols,” he
stated, vowing “not to give up on our
efforts for peace and dialogue.”

“We will continue to approach
thisissue under thelight of history and
science, not with propaganda, percep-
tion games or ugly international poli-
tics,” hestressed. “Wewill not giveup
in our efforts for peace and dialogue
with respect to the 1915 events,”
Erdogan said.

U.S. Lauds ‘Real’ Progress In Armenia’s
Democratization

WASHINGTON, DC-- Armenia
has made major progress in democra-
tizing its political system and improv-
ing its human rights record in the last
several years, according to a senior
U.S. State Department official.

“The fact is that Armenia has a
truly multi-partisan parliament and that
thereisreal debateinthe media. There
is freedom of assembly in Armenia.
There is a society where people are
free to express their views,” Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State Eric Rubin
told the Armenian service of theVoice
of Americain an interview.

“We want to support that by
working together with the authori-
ties,” Rubin said this week. “I think
that Armenia has had real achieve-
ments in this area in recent years.”

The remarks are in tune with
Washington’s largely positive assess-
ment of Armenia’s last parliamentary
and presidential electionsheldin 2012
and 2013 respectively. President Serzh
Sarkisian received congratulatory let-
tersfrom President Barack Obamaand
Secretary of State John Kerry after his
disputed reelection.

Obama said that he expectsfrom
Sarkisian “ continued improvementsin
democracy and the economic re-
forms.” “Y our reelection presents op-
portunitiesto advancetherelationship
between our two countries,” he wrote.

Sarkisian received no congratu-
latory message from Obama’s prede-
cessor, George W. Bush, when he
became president in an even more
disputed election in 2008.
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Prosperous Armenia Party Threatens
Parliament Boycott after Member’s Beating

YEREVAN — Gagik Tsarukian's
Prosperous Armenia Party (PAP) ral-
lied hundreds of supportersand threat-
ened to boycott parliament sessionson
Monday after one of its activists was
kidnapped and beaten unconscious in
Y erevan.

The activist, Artak Khachatrian,
was found dumped onto a street near
his home on Saturday about five hours
after being attacked while walking in
the city center with a friend, Narek
Abrahamian. Accordingto Abrahamian,
three masked men forced Khachatrian
into a car and drove away.

\Vahan Babayan, a parliament
deputy from the PAP, claimed to have
received aphonecall from Khachatrian
at around the same time. “I could hear
him say, ‘Don’'t hit me; where are you
taking me? | could hear the beating.
Thenl losttheline,” Babayantold RFE/
RL’sArmenian service(Azatutyun.am).

Khachatrian was rushed to
Y erevan's Malatia hospital where he
underwent surgery for a broken nose
on Sunday. A senior doctor there said
the BHK activist will remain in the
hospital for a week.

Khachatrian was one of the main
speakers at recent demonstrations in
Y erevan that were staged by small busi-
ness owners protesting against acontro-
versia tax law. The protests, strongly
backed by the BHK, continued on a
smaller scale last week despite the Ar-
menian government’ sdecisionto freeze
the law by another five months.

In a statement on Sunday the
PAP, inparticular, said: “Itisclear that
the responsibility for what happened
lies with the political authorities. We
consider the supreme political power
of the country to be the main party that
is responsible for the gangster atmo-
sphere and the arbitrariness that have
been formed in the country and this
power al so bears personal responsibil-
ity for everything.”

“Instead of solving the accumu-
lated problems, tackle the serious chal-
lenges facing the state and the people,
ensuring theinternal atmosphere of soli-
darity in the country, the political power
chooses cowardly methods of kidnap-
ping, stabbing in the back, beating,” the
Poalitical Council of the PAP said.

Thegoverningboardof Tsarukian's
party also instructed the PAP' s parlia-
mentary faction, the second largest in
the National Assembly, to consider
boycotting parliament sessionstogether
with its opposition allies.

Oneof thoseallies, the Armenian
National Congress (ANC) deplored
Khachatrian’ sbeatingineven stronger
termson Sunday. The ANC linkeditto
aspate of similar attacks on five other
opposition politiciansand activistswho
actively participated in a series of na-
tionwide demonstrations organized by
the PAP, the ANC and another opposi-
tion party, Zharangutyun (Heritage) in
the autumn.

The PAP activist was beaten up
just two days after Tsarukian again
blasted the Sarkisian administration’s
economic track record and said the
opposition trio will soon resume its
campaign of anti-government street
protests. Speaking at an opposition
conference, the tycoon warned
Sarkisian to abandon his plans for a
sweeping constitutional reform or face
aBHK push for his resignation.

Armenia’s Central Bank Raises Key

Refinancing Rate

YEREVAN — The Central Bank
of Armenia (CBA) raised its bench-
mark interest rate for the third timein
less than two months on Tuesday de-
spite its assurances that the domestic
financial system is stabilizing after
sharp exchange rate fluctuations ob-
served late last year.

During a meeting of its govern-
ing board, the CBA set therefinancing
rate at 10.5 percent, up by 1 percent-
age point.

The minimum cost of borrowing
in Armenia stood at 6.75 percent as
recently asin December. It was raised
to 8.5 percent on December 23 follow-
ing a considerable depreciation of the
national currency, the dram, resulting
from falling remittances from Russia.
Although the dram’s exchange rate
remained stableinthefollowing weeks,
the refinancing rate reached 9.5 per-
cent on January 21, with the CBA
citing“ highinflationary expectations”
fuelled by the weaker dram.

Explainingthelatest rateincrease,
the CBA said that consumer pricesin
the country went up by an average of

2.5 percentin January, translating into
an annual inflation rate of 4.3 percent.
It forecast that inflation will rise fur-
ther in the coming months before eas-
ing by the end of the year.

In astatement, the bank said that
the effects of the exchange rate fluc-
tuations, which disrupted wholesale
trading and banking operationsin De-
cember, arenow being“ gradual ly neu-
tralized.”

Some analysts said the fresh rate
hike means that the authorities in
Yerevan are still worried about a re-
newed weakening of the Armenian
currency. “Since the Central Bank’s
main missionistokeepinflation under
control, itisartificially raising the cost
of lendinginordertopreventthedram’s
depreciation,” said Vahagn
Khachatrian, an economist affiliated
withtheopposition Armenian National
Congress party.

Armenian commercial banksalso
seemtolack confidenceinthestrength
of the dram. Many of them are said to
have significantly limited lending or
even frozen it altogether.
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Motion on Armenian Genocide Submitted to

European Parliament

STRASBOURG— BelgianMEP
Gerolf Annemans, chairman of VIaams
Belang party, submitted to European
Parliament amotion calling on Turkey
to recognize the Armenian Genocide.

The document says:

—havingregardto Rule 133 of its
Rules of Procedure;

—having regard to the many stud-
ies and historical data on the situation
of the Armenian population in Turkey
at the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury,

— having regard to the UN Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide which
defines genocide,

— having regard to the European
Parliament resolution of 18 June 1987
onapolitical solution to the Armenian
question,

— having regard to subsequent
Parliament resolutions in which it has
argued to a greater or lesser extent in
favor of recognizing the Armenian
genocide of 1915,

A.whereastheseresolutionshave
not yet induced the Turkish govern-
ment to recognize the genocide;

B. whereas a century after the

events, the time has come to initiate
reconciliation;

1. Calls on the Turkish govern-
ment officially to recognize the 1915
genocide of the Armenians living in
Turkey perpetrated by thelast govern-
ment of the Ottoman Empire;

2. Instructs its President to for-
ward this resolution to the Turkish
government, the Armenian govern-
ment, the Commission, the Council
and the Presidents of the Parliament of
the Republic of Turkey and the Parlia-
ment of the Republic of Armenia.

The motion was signed by Ma-
rineLePen, LouisAliot, Marie-Chris-
tine Arnautu, NicolasBay, Dominique
Bilde, Marie-Christine Boutonnet,
Steeve Briois, Mireille D’ Ornano,
Edouard Ferrand, SylvieGoddyn, Jean-
Francois Jalkh, Gilles Lebreton,
Philippe Loiseau, Dominique Martin,
Joélle Mélin, Bernard Monot, Sophie
Montel, Florian Philippot, Jean-Luc
Schaffhauser, Myléne Troszczynski,
Matteo Salvini, Mara Bizzotto, Mario
Borghezio, Gianluca Buonanno,
Lorenzo Fontana, Marcel de Graaff,
Hans Jansen, Olaf Stuger, Harald
Vilimsky, BarbaraK appel.

Armenia to Open General Consulate in
Kurdistan Region

ERBIL —During themeetingwith
head of the Kurdistan Regionin north-
ernlraqgNechirvanBarzani, Armenia’s
Ambassador to Iraq Karin Gregorian
announced that Armenia will open a
Consulate in Erbil in June and that by
the end of February, there will be two
direct flightsaweek between Erbil and
Y erevan.

Barzani welcomed the news, say-

ing that the KRG would welcome Ar-
menian investorsin the Kurdistan Re-
gion and facilitate the process wher-
ever possible.

The ways of strengthening ties
between the Republic of Armenia and
Kurdistan had been discussed at the
meeting. The sides particularly high-
lighted thedevel opment of cultural and
social ties between the two nations.
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Exhibit on “Talaat Pasha’s Report
on the Armenian Genocide” Opens

ALFORTVILLE, FRANCE-On
February 5, 2015, France’'s Social
Democrat Hunchakian Nazarpek Y outh
Association inaugurated an exhibition
dedicated towards Armenian expul-
sions from the Ottoman Empire based
on thebook “ Talaat Pasha’' s Report on
the Armenian Genocide” by historian
Ara Sarafian. Director of Gomidas
Institutein London, who utilized Otto-
man documents from the private ar-
chives of Talaat Pasha, the Ottoman
Minister of Interior responsiblefor the
Armenian Genocide of 1915.

As part of official events mark-
ing the Centennial of the Armenian

Genocide, theexhibitionwasfoll owed
by aconferencefeaturing Mr. Sarafian
who presented his work and analyzes
onthe Armenian Genocide, employing
Ottoman documents such as Talaat’'s
archives.

Amongthehonored dignitariesin
attendance of the exhibition and con-
ference was Alfortville Mayor, and
current Senator Senator of the Val-de-
Marne, Luc Carvounas.

Theexhibit,locatedat Alfortville's
Municipality Hall, 148 rue Paul Vaillant
Couturier,94140Alfortville, will beopen
every day till February 13, 2015, from
10 am. till 7 p.m.
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New Book: The Extermination of Armenians

in the Diarbekir Region

“TheExterminationof Armenians
in the Diarbekir Region” by Hilmar
Kaiser is a study based largely on
neglected sources from Turkish and
Armenian archives covering the years
1908 to 1915. It discusses the rise of
the “Committee of Union and
Progress,” the nascent Kurdish na-
tionalist movement, and the annihila-
tion of the Ottoman Armenian popula-
tion.

The deportation and massacre of
Armenians was a complex process
with central authorities in Istanbul,
regional governors, and local elites
competing for control. Consequently,
decision-making, deportations, assimi-
lation policies, theseizureof Armenian
properties as well as the settlement of
Kurdish and other Muslim groups ap-
pear inanew light. Rather than follow-
ing a strict preconceived plan, Otto-
man authoritiesregularly implemented
ill-defined policies. Oftenthey followed
suggestions from governors.

Consequently, local officialshad
amore radicalizing impact on overall
anti-Armenian policies than hitherto
assumed. Many others, however, of-
fered determined resistance. Neither
the* Committeeof Unionand Progress’
nor the Ottoman bureaucracy had uni-
fied in persecuting Armenians. The
book does not present the develop-
ments in the region in a dichotomous
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perspective but emphasizes compl exi-
ties beyond the governing paradigms
and opens new avenues for research
and discussion.

Hilmar Kaiser received hisPh.D.
from the European University Insti-
tute, Florence, Italy. His research fo-
cuses on late Ottoman social and eco-
nomic history. He has published nu-
merousstudiesincluding “ Genocideat
the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire”,
in, Donald Bloxhamand A. Dirk M oses
(eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Geno-
cide Studies, Oxford University Press,
Oxford, New York, NY, 2010.

“Our Atlantis” Documentary on Armenian
Genocide to Screen at Istanbul Film Festival

YEREVAN — “Our Atlantis”
documentary about the horrible con-
sequences of the Armenian Genocide,
was included in the main program of
the 14th Istanbul International Inde-
pendent Film Festival.

In an interview with Armenpress,
director Artur Sukiasyan mentioned that
thefilmisincludedintheHomenomina-
tion of the festival.

“Thedocumentary will bescreened
inIstanbul. Within theframework of the
14th Istanbul International Independent
Film Festival, there will be a specia
program dedicated to the 100th anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide, where
the Armenian and Turkish filmmakers
will reflect on personal stories and re-
vealing the complicated issues through
movies.” Sukiasyan stated.

The film is a joint production of
Armenia, France and Turkey. It isabout
the Armenian camp in Constantinople
whichwas built by orphansin the 1960s
and was | ater taken away by the Turkish

authorities.

Thisisajourney between the past
and the present showing how the chil-
dren try not to lose the memories of that
camp. When the hero shares his stories
and memories, a larger story starts to
unfold. The movie is not about the Ar-
menian Genocide, although it does rep-
resent the consequences of the tragedy.

“The film is now completed. It
was cut in France and was supported by
the National Cinema Center of Armenia
and the Hrant Dink Foundation,”
Sukiasyan said.

Eurovision 2015: Armenia to be Represented

by Artists from all Five Continents

YEREVAN -- Armeniahascome
up with anew and innovative ideafor
the 2015 Eurovision Song Contest:
The country will be represented by
artists from all five continents. The
project will be called Genealogy, and
they will sing Don’t Deny in Vienna,
Eurovision’s official website rports.

Peace, unity and tolerance — that
will be the key message of the Arme-
nianentry inthe2015 Eurovision Song
Contest. Inspired by the symbol of a
forget-me-not flower and of Building

EUR0OSAISIO

SONG COMTEST

VIENRK 4 2015

BUILDING
PRIDGES

Bridges, the slogan of the contest, a

Continued on page4

Ravished Armenia; the Story of Aurora

Mardiganian New Movie Trailer Introduced

YEREVAN — A documentary
dedicatedtothefirst Hollywood movie
on Armenian Genocide shotin 1918is
intheprocessof production. Themovie
was based on the memoires of Aurora
Mardiganian, who faced with all the
horrors of Armenian Genocide.

The Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute has released the first
official trailer of theupcoming movieon
February 5. The movie will be com-
pleted by the end of the current year.

Ravished Armenia; the Story of
AuroraMardiganian, theChristian Girl,
Who Survived the Great Massacres is
a book written in 1918 by Arshaluys
(Aurora) Mardiganian about her expe-
riences in the Armenian Genocide. A
Hollywoodfilm based onit wasfilmed
in 1919 under thetitle Auction of Souls
(which also became to be known as
Ravished Armenia, based on the book
it was adapted from).

The author Arshaluys (Aurora)
Mardiganian was born in the city of
Cemisgezek, near Harput (Kharpert),

(present-day Turkish province of
Elézig), Ottoman Empire. She wasthe
daughter of an Armenian wealthy fin-
ancier in the city. The story starts in
1915 when Arshaluys was 14 years
old. She had personally witnessed the
murder of her father, mother, broth-
ers and sisters. She was taken to the
harem of a number of Turkish pa-
shas, but had remained attached to
her Christian Armenian faith despite
beingtortured repeatedly on the hands
of her captors.

Shefound refugewith an Ameri-
can doctor and missionary Frederick
W. MacCallum who safely returned
her to Erzurum which had come un-
der Russian control. She later moved
to Thilisi inthe Caucususand through
the mediation of General Andranik
Ozanian and orders of the Russian
military leadership in the Caucasus
was sent to the United States for
recovery and to bear witness to the
sufferings of the Armenians in the
Ottoman Empire.
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Attorney Arsen Danielian Named Chairman
of the Board for the Healthcare Foundation
of Glendale Adventist Medical Center

GLENDALE —Arsen Danielian,
Esqg., a senior partner at the Glendale
law firm of Baker, Olson, LeCroy &
Danielian, has been appointed chair-
man of the board for the Healthcare
Foundationat Glendal e Adventist Medi-
cal Center. Hebegan histwo-year term
of office January 1, 2015.

As board chair, he presides over
a distinguished board of directors for
the Healthcare Foundation at Glendale
Adventist Medical Center. The mis-
sion of the Healthcare Foundationisto
support the work and mission of Glen-
dale Adventist Medical Center through
philanthropy —last year, Danielian and
hiswife, Hasmik, were honored at the
hospital’s gala and received the 2014
Erwin J. Remboldt Founder’s Award
for Outstanding Individual Philan-
thropy.

“Arsen and Hasmik are wonder-
ful role models for every person and
every social, ethnic and cultural orga-
nization in our community. They dem-
onstratein their wordsand actionsthat
when we all work together toward a
common purpose, weall benefit,” says
Healthcare Foundation President Irene
Bourdon.

Danielian will lead the board in
efforts to expand the community’s
knowledge, understanding and sup-
port of Glendale Adventist Medical
Center and to strengthen the relation-
ships between the community and the
Medical Center. Inhisroleaschairman
of the board, he will be abridgeto the
business community, the Armenian
community; and the entire Glendale
community.

Danielianbelieveswhol eheartedly
in the hospital’s mission and deeply
values the vital role it plays in the

community. Heand hisfamily arealso
loyal patients and have adopted Glen-
dale Adventist Medical Center astheir
hospital and charity of choice. He has
been amember of the Heal thcare Foun-
dation board of directors for more
than 18 yearsand most recently served
asvice chairman. Heis also the chair-
man of the Ambassadors of Faith of
the Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America and chair-
man of the board of trustees of the
Armenian Society of Los Angeles.

Over the course of his career as
an attorney, Danielian has served on
many national and international coun-
cils, assemblies and committees.

In October of 2014 Arsen
Danielian washonored with the presti-
gious St. Nerses Shnorhali medal and
the accompanying Pontifical Encycli-
cal of His Holiness Karekin I, Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos of all
Armenians in recognition of his four
decades of service rendered to the
Armenian Apostolic Church.

Dearborn to Host Concert Commemorating

Armenian Genocide
Soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian featured in “My Songs, My Heritage*

DEARBORN, MI — The Arme-
nian Genocide Centennial Committee
presents Grammy Award-nominated
Armenian Canadian soprano |sabel
Bayrakdarian in concert with her hus-
band, pianist Serouj Kradjian, and the
Henrik Karapetyan String Quartet in
My Songs, My Heritage at 7 p.m.
March 7 at the Ford Community &
Performing Arts Center, 15801 Michi-
gan Ave.

Concert selections include Arme-
nian sacred hymns, folk songs, chamber
music and 20th century songs, with
English surtitles, pressandguide.com
reports

Bayrakdarian, a Canadian of Ar-
menian heritage, immigrated to Canada
as a teen. She graduated from the
University of Toronto cum laude with
adegreein biomedical engineering sci-
ence in 1997, the same year she was a
winner of the Metropolitan Opera Na-
tional Council auditions.

Her opera career, now in its sec-
ond decade, makesher an eagerly antici-
pated artist at opera houses and concert
hallsworldwide. Cel ebratedfor her multi-
hued voice as well as her beauty, pres-
ence and style, Bayrakdarian's career

expands beyond opera.

She is a featured vocalist on
the Grammy-award winning
soundtrack of Lord of the Rings:
the Two Towers, and topped Bill-
board charts as a guest soloist with
the Canadian band Delerium ontheir
2007 Grammy nominated dance re-
mix Angelicus.

In Michigan, the Armenian Geno-
cide Centennial Committee of Metro
Detroit, comprised of 15 of the area’s
leading Armenian-American organiza-
tions, has organized commemorative
events throughout 2015 to honor the
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Society for Armenian Studies Holds Elections
for Executive Council Officers for 2015

FRESNO -- The Society for Ar-
menian Studies (SAS) celebrated its
40th anniversary at its Annual Mem-
bership meeting held in Washington,
D.C., held on Saturday, November 22.

A new Executive Council was
elected with Barlow Der Mugrdechian
(Cdlifornia State University-Fresno)
chosen as the new SAS President.
Also elected were Vice President
Bedross Der Matossian (University of
Nebraska-Lincoln); Secretary Lilit
Keshishyan (UCLA); Treasurer Sergio
La Porta (California State University,
Fresno); and advisors Tamar Boyajian
(Michigan State University), Marc
Mamigonian (NAASR), and Jean
Murachanian (University of New En-
gland).

On behalf of the SAS newly
elected President Der Mugrdechian
thanked outgoing President Kevork
Bardakjian (University of Michigan-
Ann Arbor) and outgoing Secretary
Ani Kasparian (University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn) for their dedicated ser-
vice to the Society.

“Itisaprivilege to be elected as
the new President of Society for Ar-
menian Studies. The SAS plays an
important role as aforum for scholars
tomeet and exchangeideas. SASmem-
bers conduct research in many differ-
ent fields, but in each case this is
related to the study of Armeniaand the

Armenian people. This research is
shared with other academics and with
the public at large, bringing greater
awareness about Armenian culture,”
stated Der Mugrdechian.

In 2014 SAS held several major
activitiesto mark its40th anniversary,
including an international Armenian
Studies Workshop in Y erevan, Arme-
nia, October 3-5, with 44 scholars
participating from Armeniaand abroad.
In November the Society sponsored a
two-day conference in Washington,
D.C. on “Armenians in the Ottoman
Empire in the 19-20th Centuries.”

Thisyear the SAS planning sev-
eral activities in conjunction with the
100th Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, including co-sponsorship
of a mgjor international conference
“Crossingthe Centennial: TheHistori-
ography of the Armenian Genocide
Re-Evaluated,” March 19-20, with the
Department of History and Humanitar-
ian Affairs Program at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln, organizedby SAS
Vice-President BedrossDer M atossi an.

The SAS annually publishes a
peer-reviewed Journal of the Society
for Armenian Studies, edited by Sergio
La Porta, and a Newsl etter.

The SAS website,
societyforarmenianstudies.com, pro-
vides information about events and
activities about the Society.

Legendary Basketball Coach Jerry Tarkanian

Continued frompagel

California. He later transferred to
Fresno State where he played basket-
ball for the Bulldogsin 1954 and 1955.
Hegraduated in 1955. L ater, he earned
amaster’s degree in educational man-
agement from the University of
Redlands.

Tark “the Shark” won 729 games
inhiscareer attheNCAA Divisionl level
basketball, which spanned from 1968-

2002. His.790 win percentageistop-10
al time for men’s basketball. UNLV is
where Tarkanian made his name and
reputation, winning 509 games with the
Runnin’ Rebels, including a national
championship in 1990.

Tarkanian madefour Final Fours
in hiscareer, al with UNLV, in 1977,
1987, 1990 and 1991. He was known
as a renegade, a man whose personal -
ity mirroredtheway hisplayersplayed
and his program was perceived.

Eurovision 2015

Continued frompage3

wholly new concept was born.
Taking into account numerous

requests of the Armenian diaspora,

five musicians from Europe, Asia,

America, Africa, and Australia, all of
Armenian origin, will be part of the
band Genealogy. Theideaisto unitea
new generation of Armenianson stage
whose families once spread all over
the world in the year 1915.

genocide victims, demand recognition
and reparations, and increase public
awareness of all genocides.

For more information, go to
armeniangenocidecentennia mi.com.
Continued.
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