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Francophonie Parliamentary Assembly
Adopts Statement on Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN — The chairpersons
of the European regional sections of
the Parliamentary Assembly of La
Francophonie for the European Re-
gion adopted astatement onthe Arme-
nian Genocide, Armenpress news
agency reports.

The statement reads as follows:
“We, representativesof the parliaments
of states using French as a common
language, gathering at the conference
of sections of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of La Francophonie for the
European Region on 31 March 2015;

— affirming our obligations for
the benefit of peace, democracy, hu-
man rights, security in the territory of
La Francophonie and the universal
values thereof;

— encouraging the International
Organization of La Francophonie and
the Parliamentary Assembly of La
Francophonieto be consistent with the
implementation of actions aimed at
preventing crises and conflicts in ac-

cordancewiththeUnited NationsDec-
laration on the Principles and Norms
of International Law; —

—highlighting theinadmissibility
of lack of international recognition of
the actions viewed as crime of Geno-
cide to this day and reminding that
such crime has no expiry date;

—we condemn the Genocide per-
petrated against the Armenian people
in the Ottoman Empire;

—we commemorate the innocent
victims of the Armenian Genocide of
1915 and express solidarity with Ar-
meniaand the Armenian peoplein the
struggle for international recognition
of the Armenian Genocide and the
restoration of the rights of persons
subject to that genocide;

— we invite Turkey to confront
its past and eventually recognize the
Armenian Genocide and voice hope
that that recognition will become a
starting point for the reconciliation
between the Armenians and Turks.”

Rep. Schiff to Read Names of Genocide
Victims on House Floor

WASHINGTON, DC - Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-CA) has announced
that on April 22nd, for an entire hour
on the House Floor, he will read the
names of a small fraction of the 1.5
million peoplekilled during the Arme-
nian Genocide. Congressman Schiff
invites the descendants of Genocide
victims — in his district and around
the nation — to submit the names of
family members who were killed for
inclusionin hisspeech and in the Con-
gressional Record.

“In asingle hour, | will only be
able to read the names of a mere
fraction of thosewhowerekilledinthe
Armenian Genocide. Toread all of the
names of the more than 1.5 million
people murdered at the time, would
take many weeks and weeks, and |
hope that the recitation of the victims
will help call attentiontothemagnitude
of thecrime. A name, unlikeanumber,
is no abstraction — each was a son or
daughter, a mother or father, a grand-

parent, an aunt or an uncle; each was
aprecious life.

“If your family lost loved onesin
the Armenian Genocide, please send
metheir namesand | will read as many
as | possibly can on the House Floor.
All names will be entered into the

Continued on page4

Erdogan Accuses Armenia

of Sabotaging Gallipoli Events

ANKARA —
President of Turkey
said Armeniahadfixed
April 24 date to coin-
cide with the anniver-
sary of the Battle of
Gallipoli.

In a weekend in-
terview withtheFrance
24 TV channel,Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said
Turkey is commemo-
rating the 100th anni-
versary of the Gallipoli
Battles and “we are in
no position to obtain permission from
Armenia’.

Erdogan denied any ulterior mo-
tivesbehind that timing. “Itisadatein
history and it has nothing to do with
the ceremonies in Armenia. Quite on
the contrary, they fixed their ceremo-
nies to coincide with our date,”
Erdogan said.

Speaking about problemsbetween
Armenia and Turkey, he said it was
Ankara that always “took a positive

step” and “ extended our handin peace”.
In a related issue Erdogan has
attempted to prevent Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s participation in
the April 24 official ceremonies in
Y erevan that will mark the 100th anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide.
Erdogan has phoned hisRussian coun-
terpart and discussed the genocide
issue with him on March 17. Erdogan
told Putin that the issue should be
tackled from a “fair perspective.”

World Bank Downgrades
Armenia’s Growth Outlook

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — In a
significant downward revision of its
earlier projections, the World Bank
said on Tuesday that economic
growthin Armeniawill likely slow to
just under 1 percent this year due to
spillover effects of a recession in
Russia.

The bank forecast |ate |ast year
that the Armenian economy will ex-
pand by 3.5 percent in 2015 — as
fast as it did in 2014, according to
official statistics. The Armenian gov-
ernment was even more upbeat, fore-
casting a growth rate of 4.1 percent.

Laura Bailey, the head of the
World Bank’s Yerevan office, said
that the figure is unlikely to exceed
0.8 percent. She warned that even
this growth projection could prove
overly optimisticin case of adeeper-
than-anticipated crisis in Russia or
renewed drastic fluctuations of the
Armenian dram’s exchange rate.

“I don't have a forecast for
what will happen with the dram,”
Bailey told anewsconference. “What
| am trying to communicateisthat if
there were sharp, abrupt changes
either direction, that can be disrup-
tive to exports and trade.”

“That’s what we worry about,
not as much whether the dram were
to weaken a bit more gradually or
strengthen but the sharpness,” she
said, cautioning against arepeat of a
brief currency crisis that hit Arme-
niain December.

The Armenian currency weak-
ened by roughly 18 percent against

the U.S. dollar in November and
December amid falling remittances
from Armeniansworking abroad and
Russia in particular. Its exchange
rate has been largely stable so far
this year.

Deputy Prime Minister Vache
Gabrielian seemed to acknowledge
on Monday that the government too
will have to revise its projections
downwards. “The government has
never said that there will be no
changesinthe[forecast] indicators,”
he told reporters. “There will be
discussions [in the government]
soon. | will present forecasts to you
as soon as those discussions are
over.”

“We are going to have less
growth than was projected,” said
Arsen Ghazarian, the head of
Armenia’s largest business associa-
tion. “Forecasts range from 0.5 per-
cent to 2 percent.”
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Gyumri Massacre Suspect will be Tried
by Russian Military Court in Armenia

YEREVAN — Russian soldier
Valery Permyakov charged with de-
serting a military base in Gyumri and
murdering a local seven-member Ar-
menian family earlier thisyear will be
tried by a Russian military court in
Armenia, according to avisiting Rus-
sian lawmaker.

Oleg L ebedev, thedeputy head of
the Russian Duma's Committee for
CIS Affairs, met with Armenian law-
makers in Yerevan to discuss the ar-
rangements for Permyakov’s trial

A member of Armenia’ sNational
Assembly, Aleksandr Arzumanian, re-
peated the demand of Armenian au-
thorities that Permyakov be handed
over and tried in an Armenian court,
arguing the crime was committed on
Armenian territory not on the grounds
of the Russian base.

Lebedev told the Armenian offi-
cials that Permyakov’strial for homi-
cide would take place in Armenia“as
the people of Armeniaare requesting”
but would be heard by a Russian mili-
tary court.

Lebedev said Permyakov’'s ac-

tions constituted a “military crime”
and so fell under the jurisdiction of
Russian laws.

In arelated development, Felix
Tsolakian, the governor of Armenia’s
Shirak province, of which Gyumri is
thecapital, revealed on Sunday that the
commander of the Russian base, Colo-
nel Andrey Ruzinsky, hasbeen sacked
by the Russian military. Tsolakianal so
said several other Russian officersserv-
ing in Armenia have been subjected
disciplinary action in connection with
thekillings.

Davutoglu’s Armenian Advisor Says

‘Genocide’, Spurring Wide Anger in Turkey

LONDON -- The ethnic Arme-
nian advisor to Turkish PrimeMinister
Ahmet Davutoglu has used the word
‘genocide’ in the British Parliament,
sparking awide outragein hiscountry.

Speaking at a debate entitled
“The AKP Erain Turkey”, Etienne
Mahchupian, who identified himsel f
as an Ottoman, said he considered
the 1915 events acrime of genocide.

Political circles in Turkey have
criticized the advisor, reminding him
of Dogu Perincek’s trial, the Turkish
newspaper Aydinlik reports.

A deputy leader of Perincek’s
party Vatan said at the hearing that
the 1915 events did not constitute
genocide.

“What Etienne Mahchupian says
is not enough to define it as genocide.
It’ sthe court that decidesit. Decisions
made by parliamentsarepolitical. They
are not legal. But as April 24 draws
near, we see an increasing pressure.
Does the Government consider it a

crime?’ Hakki Pekin asked.

In hisspeech, Mahchupian stated
particularly, “| have always said that |
feel likemore Ottoman than Armenian.
| am not anationalist, but | tend to use
the term Armenian Genocide when-
ever | speak about the events of 1915.
| believe what happened was geno-
cide. Many may not understand, but
genocide is more of alegal, and not a
historical term,” Mahchupian said.

Armenian School in Kolkata Turns 194

The historic Arme-
nian College and Philan-
thropic Academy (ACPA)
on Wednesday celebrated
the legacy of Indian and
Armenian educational co- |/
operation on its 194th foun-
dation day, M
vancouverdesi.comreports.

ACPA wasfoundedin
1821 in then Calcutta by
Astvatsatur Muradghanian
and Mnatsakan Vardanian,
prominent members of the Armenian
community in the city.

It wasthe only educational centre
in the east established to educate the
children of the Armenian community.

“We had a simple programme
today (on Wednesday) to mark
founders' day — the day when the
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school was established. There was a
prayer service and national anthems of
India and Armenia were sung.
“There were welcome speeches,
dramatised poems and a performance
by the school choir. We celebrated the

Continued on page4
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LA City Council Introduces Resolution
Urging President Obama to Acknowledge

Armenian Genocide

LOSANGELES-TheLosAnge-
les City Council, on March 25, intro-
duced aresolution commemorating the
Armenian Genocide, calling upon the
ObamaA dministrationto acknowledge
the horrific tragedy on it’s centennial
anniversary.

The following is a statement by
Councilmember Mitch O’ Farrell rep-
resentingtheLittle ArmeniaDistrict of
Hollywood:

Today | joined my colleague
Councilman Paul Krekorian, alongwith
Council President Herb Wesson and
Councilmember Paul Koretz, in co-
presenting a resolution supporting
House Resolution 154, known as the
Armenian Genocide Truth and Justice
Resolution.

TheCity Council Resolutioncalls
on President Obama to acknowledge
the Armenian Genocide and urge the
government of Turkey to acknowl-
edge the facts and ongoing conse-
quences of the Armenian Genocide.”

A full text of theresolution, which
will bevoted onin April, can befound
below:

WHEREAS, any official position
of the City of LosAngeleswith respect
tolegislation, rules, regulationsor poli-
cies proposed to or pending before a
local, state, or federal governmental
body or agency must have first been
adopted in the form of aResolution by
the City Council with the concurrence
of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Armenian Geno-
cide began on April 24, 1915, with the
arrest by Ottoman Turkish officials of
key Armenianintellectual, political and
religiousleaders, followed by the mur-
der and deportation of men, women
and children—- apatternthat hasbeen
repeated over and over again in the
Holocaust, in Cambodia, in Rwanda, in
southern Sudan and in all other geno-
cides since the Armenian Genocide;
and

WHEREAS, the Armenian Geno-
cidewas conceived and carried out by
Ottoman Turkey from 1915 to 1923,
resulting in the deportation of nearly
2,000,000 Armenians, of whom
1,500,000 men, women, and children
were killed, and 500,000 survivors
were expelled from their homes, ef-
fectively destroying the 3,000 year
presence of Armenians in much of
their historic homeland; and

WHEREAS, this year marks the
100th anniversary of the start of the
horrific series of events that left mil-

lionsof Armeniansdead and displaced,;
and

WHEREAS, the Armenian Geno-
cideiswidely recognized by historians
and genocidescholarsasthefirst geno-
cide of the 20th Century, and as the
harbinger of all genocides that would
follow; and

WHEREAS, the Armenian Geno-
cideis clearly documented with over-
whelming evidence in the national ar-
chives of Austria, France, Germany,
Great Britain, Russia, Turkey theUnited
States, the Vatican and many other
countries, and this vast body of evi-
dence attests to the same facts, the
same events, and the same conse-
quences; and

WHEREAS, LosAngelesishome
to one of the largest Armenian com-
munities in the world, and one of the
largest populations of Genocide survi-
vors and their descendants; and

WHEREAS, it is vital that the
Government of the United States prop-
erly recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide, not just because of the moral
implications, but becauseit canhelpto
prevent future atrocities from occur-
ring; and

WHEREAS, the Truth and Jus-
tice Resolution (H.Res.154), intro-
duced and spearheaded in the U.S.
House of Representatives by Con-
gressmen Adam Schiff (D-CA), Rob-
ert J. Dold (R-IL), David Valadao
(R-CA), and Frank Pallone (D-NJ),
offers a new approach to U.S. ef-
forts to foster Armenian-Turkish
relations which are equitable, con-
structive, stable, and durable; and

WHEREAS, theResolution calls
on President Barack Obama to stand
by the statement, which he made be-
fore entering office, that “the Arme-
nian Genocide is not an allegation, a
personal opinion, or a point of view,
but rather a widely documented fact
supported by an overwhelming body
of historical evidence’; and

WHEREAS, the Resolution calls
on the Obama Administration to press
Turkey for full acknowledgment of
the facts and ongoing consequences
of the Armenian Genocide;

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RE-
SOLVED, with the concurrence of the
Mayor, that by the adoption of this
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles
hereby includesinits 2015-2016 Fed-
eral Legislative Program support for
the Truth and Justice Resolution
(H.Res.154).
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Los Angeles County Commemorates

Armenian Genocide Centennial

with Public Art Exhibit

LOS ANGELES - Los Angeles
County Mayor Michael D. Antonovich
will commemorate the centennial of
the Armenian Genocide by hosting a
month-long interactive art installation
on three levels at Grand Park begin-
ning with an unveiling ceremony April
25th at 5:00 pm.

Titled“iwitness,” theinstallation
consists of an inter-connected net-
work of towering asymmetrical pho-
tographic sculptures wrapped with
massive portraits of eyewitness survi-
vors of the Genocide. The sculptures
havenoright anglesandtheir irregular
angular shapes speak to an unbalanced
world, continually at risk of war, eth-
nic cleansing and genocide. They range
in height from eight to fifteen feet.
(Visual attached.)

Conceived and constructed by
artists Ara Oshagan and Levon Parian
and architect Vahagn Thomasian,
iwitnesswill bethefirst ever public art
installation at Grand Park.

“Thisremarkable memorial hon-
ors the 1.5 million victims of the Ar-
menian Genocideandtellsthepersonal
stories of survivors — first-hand eye-
witnesses to one of the worst atroci-
ties of the 20th century,” said Mayor
Antonovich.

“iwitness is a temporary monu-
ment to the men and women who
rebuilt their disrupted lives and com-
munities in the aftermath of geno-
cide,” said artist Ara Oshagan. “The
proximity and clustering of the sculp-
tures alludes to, and reflects, the new
communities they created after being
dispersed across the globe.”

Theinstallation offersacontinu-
ally shifting perspective during the
day, as shadows cast by sunlight cre-
ate a dynamic interplay between the
asymmetrical lines, shapes and forms
of the sculptures. At night, a different
atmosphere and environment is cre-
ated as each sculpture in the network
isilluminated from the inside.

To educate and promote dis-
course, audiences at iwitness walk
amid these larger-than-life sculptures
toreflect on its message and the Turk-
ish government’s continued denial of
the Armenian Genocide.

Most of the men and women
survivorsportrayed are Southern Cali-
fornia residents who immigrated here
toreestablishtheir lives. They include:

- Emmy-nominated filmmaker
Michael J. Hagopian of Thousand
Oaks, who survived because hismother
hid him in a mulberry bush.

- Hampartsoum Chitjian of Los
Angeles, who was saved by a blind
Kurdish man.

- Hayastan Terzian of Pasadena,
whose family was saved by the U.S.
Consul Leslie Davisstationed near her
hometown.

- Sam Kadorian of Van Nuys,
who was left for dead under a pile of
decomposing bodies and survived on
his wits, courage and will to live.

With fiscal sponsorship of the
project from the Lucie Foundation,
the installation coincides with the
Foundation’s “Month of Photogra-
phyinLosAngeles’ (MOPLA) photo
festival that is held every year in
April.

200 German Actors Will Read Franz Werfel’s
“40 Days of Musa Dagh” in Nuremberg

YEREVAN — More than 200
German actorswill read Franz Werfel’s
“40 Days of Musa Dagh” at the
Nuremberg State Theatre, Germanfilm
director Christian Papketold reporters
in Yerevan, armradio.am reports.

“We have planned to organize a
40-hour ongoing reading of that novel
by 200 actors. It isgood that the world
is awakening again,” he said.

“Events commemorating the Ar-
menian Genocide victims will be held
across Germany this year,” the direc-
tor said.

He added that a concert by a
renowned Armenian opera singer will
conclude the commemorations.

The German director said he

doesn’t think that the society is now
awareof thetragedy, adding that proper
work needs to be done to fill that
information gap.

“Aninformed society and its po-
sition are the most important, because
in democratic societiesit is the public
dictating its opinion to the political
elite,” Christian Papke said as he pre-
sented his country’s position on the
Armenian Genocide.

Papke is the author of an Arme-
nian Genocide film shot within the
framework of the “ Talking about Bor-
ders’ project. The documentary “Ar-
menia: Long Road of Shadows” will
premierein Germany on April 22, and
will bescreenedin Austriaon April 23.

Armenian Genocide Conference at the

Sorbonne Under the Patronage of French

President Francois Hollande

PARIS — An international con-
ference organized by the International
Scientific Council for the study of the
Armenian Genocide(CSlI) titled* Geno-
cide of Armenians in the Ottoman
Empire in the Great War. 1915-2015:
One hundred years of research” sol-
emnly opened at the Sorbonne on
March 25. Thethree day conferenceis
held under the patronage of French
President Francois Hollande.

This exceptional event has
brought together tens of researchers
and historians from different coun-
tries of the world.

French Minister of Educationand
Research, Najat Vallaud-Belkacem,
inaugurated the International Sympo-
sium, delivering a powerful speech
recounting the dark hours of the first
genocide of the twentieth century. She
said “the rigorous study of sources,
survivor testimonies and documents
hasestablished thistruththat nolonger
must be debated in the academic com-

munity about the reality of the Arme-
nian genocide.”

Among the historians in atten-
dance are Yves Ternon, Stephan
Astourian, Erdal Kaynar, Claire
Mouradian, Sait Cetinnoglu Mustafa
Aksakal, Richard Hovannisian, Vincent
Duclert, Raymond Kevorkian, KM-
Umit Kurt, Ara Sarafian, Hans-L ukas
Kieser, Georges Bensoussan, David
Gaunt, Sia Anagnostopoulou, Joél
Kotek, Stéphane Audoin-Rouzeau,
Hamit Borzasian, Peter Holquist, Erik-
Jan Zurcher, Mikaél Nichanian,
Dzovinar Kevonian, Edhem Eldem,
Ayhan Aktar, Boris Adjemian, Henry
Rousso, Mutafian clude Alban Perrin,
Hira Kaynar, Jesn-Pierre Chretien,
Dominik Schaller, Roger Smith, Chris-
tian Ingrao, Nicols Werth, Helene
Dumas and Taner Akcam.

Minister Ngjat V allaud-Belkacem
will attend the commemorations in
Yerevan on April 24 with President
FrancoisHollande.

USC Shoah Institute Begins Armenian
Genocide Testimony Clip Series

LOS ANGELES — To com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide and the first inte-
gration of Armenian Genocide testi-
moniesintotheVisual History Archive,
USC Shoah Foundation will release
one clip from the Armenian Genocide
collection on the Institute’s website
each day for the next 30 days.

The clips will showcase some of
the more than 400 testimonies from
the Armenian Genocide that will be
integrated into the Institute’s Visual
History Archive, which contains
53,000 testimoniesfrom survivorsand
witnesses of the Holocaust and other
genocides. The Armenian testimonies
were first delivered to the Institute in
April 2014 to begintheintegration and
indexing process.

To help put the clips into per-
spective, each one will be introduced
by experts steeped in knowledge about
the Armenian Genocide. The present-
ers will also recommend additional
resources for those who would like to
learn more.

Thefirst five clips will be intro-
duced by Professor Richard
Hovannisian, one of the world’ s |ead-
ing scholars on the Armenian Geno-

cide. Hovannisian is professor emeri-
tusof History at UCLA and an adjunct
professor at USC.

The Armenian testimonies were
filmed by J. Michael Hagopian and the
Armenian Film Foundation between
1972 and 2004 when most of the
survivors were in their 70s and 80s.
Testimoniesinthecollection, thelarg-
est archiveonfilm of Armenian Geno-
cide interviews in the world, were
recorded in 10 countries and 10 lan-
guages, including English, Armenian,
Arabic, Kurdish and Turkish.

Hagopian was an Emmy-nomi-
nated filmmaker who made 70 educa-
tional documentaries—including 17 on
Armenian culture and history, includ-
ing an epic trilogy on the Armenian
Genocide comprised ofVoices from
the Lake, Germany and the Secret
Genocide, and The River Ran Red.
He was a survivor of the genocide
that killed an estimated 1.5 million
people in Turkey from 1915-23. In
1979, he founded the Armenian Film
Foundation, a Thousand Oaks, Cali-
fornia-based nonprofit dedicated to
documenting Armenian heritage.
Hagopian died in December 2010 at
age 97.
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Former Employee Arrested for Embezzling

$800,000 from Armenian Missionary

Association of America

PARAMUS, NJ— A former Ar-
menian Missionary Association of
America (AMAA) employee was ar-
rested after authoritiessay heallegedly
stole $800,000 of the organization’s
donated money.

Tigran Melkonyan, 42, of
Mahwah, used the stolen money to
buy a $30,000 car and more than
$75,000 worth of electronics, which
heresold to hide wherethefundscame
from, police Chief Kenneth Ehrenberg
said in a statement. Melkonyan was
arrested after the AMAA “reported
their suspicions’ to Paramus Police,
according to a statement by the asso-
ciation.

From late February 2006 to June
2014, Melkonyan opened bank ac-
counts under his name and under the
Paramus-based association’s name.
Melkonyan, whose former position
included soliciting potential donorsfor
the group, transferred the donations
into his own accounts.

Melkonyan resigned from his
positionin April 2014.

Zaven Khanjian, chief executive
officer and executive director of the
association, said the scheme was dis-
covered after an internal review of the
organization’s records.

“We are committed to cooperate
with law enforcement in the prosecu-
tion of this matter and will pursue all
available avenues for the recovery of
misappropriated funds,” Khanjiansaid
in a statement.

Communiqué From AMAA

Executive Director/CEO

Dear Friends of the AMAA,

The AMAA hasastrong commit-
ment to transparency, a strong sense
of responsibility and a tradition of
prudent management of all entrusted
funds.

Recently an internal review and
investigation of internal records re-
vealed fraudulent activity and misap-
propriation of funds by a former em-
ployee.

Law enforcement authorities
were quickly notified, who after a

Tigran Melkonyan

diligent and efficient investigation, ar-
rested the former employee. We are
committed to cooperate with law en-
forcement in the prosecution of this
matter and will pursue all available
avenues for the recovery of misappro-
priated funds.

In the meantime, we have en-
acted several internal control measures
to avoid any repetition of similar inci-
dents in the future. Working with our
auditors, we will continue to examine
our operations to ensure integrity in
every aspect of our financial transac-
tions.

It is management’s utmost re-
sponsibility to protect the long stand-
ing reputation of the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America and
ensurethat every dollar isused for the
donors' desired purposes. We shall
sparenoefforttoensurethattheAMAA
lives up to its reputation.

Our firm determinationand pledge
to our esteemed donors is that the
investigation will vigorously continue
until all pertinent facts are uncovered
and that all donor wishesare prudently
met and honored.

As always, please accept our
heartfelt gratitude for your continued
support and prayers.

Sincerely,

ZavenKhanjian

Executive Director/CEO

Armenian Missionary Associa-
tion of America

Rep. Schiff to Read Names of Genocide Victims

Continued frompagel

Congressional Record.”

Schiff is encouraging the sub-
mission of names by using this online
form. This past month, Schiff joined
40 congressional colleagues to intro-
duce the Armenian Genocide Truth
and Justice Resol ution. Thisbipartisan
resolution calls upon the President to
work toward equitable, constructive,
and durable Armenian-Turkish rela-
tions based upon the Republic of
Turkey’ sfull acknowledgement of the
facts and ongoing consequences of
the Armenian Genocide. The resolu-
tion will also establish afair, just, and
comprehensiveinternational record of
this crime against humanity.

Thisyear, 2015, marksthe 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
—asystematic and deliberate annihila-
tion campaignlaunched by thegovern-

ment of the Ottoman Empireagainst its
Armenian population which left 1.5
million Armenians dead and millions
more displaced. While the Armenian
Genocidehasbeenrecognized by more
than twenty nationsincluding Canada,
Italy, Sweden, France, Argentina and
Russia, aswell asthe European Parlia-
ment, it has not been formally recog-
nized by the U.S. Congress in decades
and has not been recognized by Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

In past years, Schiff has taken to
the House floor in April to recognize
the genocide. Two yearsago, he spoke
on the House Floor in Armenian to
recognize and pay tribute to those lost
—thefirst time that language had been
spoken in the well of Congress. And
last year, he delivered an open letter to
the Turkish people urging them to
examine their ancestor’s role in the
first genocide of the 20th century.
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Genocide Monument at Fresno State

Themonument under construction

FRESNO — Thursday April 23
will mark ahistoric occasion for Cen-
tral SanJoaquinValley Armenianswhen
a monument dedicated to the victims
and survivors of the Armenian Geno-
cide will be unveiled at Fresno State.
The program begins at 7:30pm in the
Maple Mall, located just south of the
university’ s Satellite Student Union.

The monument has been made
possible by the generosity of numer-
ous patrons as well as the cooperation
of Fresno State President Dr. Joseph
Castro, whosepublicinitiativeand com-
mitment to diversity paved theway for
constructing the memorial on the uni-
versity campus. The unveiling cer-
emony is organized by the Armenian
Genocide Centennial—Fresno Com-
mittee, an association of local organi-
zations that is undertaking and pro-
moting aseries of eventsand activities
inthe Central Valley.

“Wearefortunate asageneration
to witness the centennial of the Arme-
nian Genocide. It is our responsibility
to pass the torch to the future genera-
tion to never forget man’s inhumanity
toman.” said Berj K. Apkarian, Chair-
man of the Monument Committee of
AGC—Fresno and Fresno’ sHonorary
Consul of the Republic of Armenia

Designed by Fresno architect Paul
Halajian, the monument will embody
symbols of cultural meaning to the
Armenian people. Itsprincipal compo-
nents, a series of pillars, will be ar-
ranged in acircular pattern and angled
inwards, reminiscent of the Armenian
Martyrs Monument (Tzitzernagapert)
in Armenia. Built from béton brut and
Tufastones, the nine pillars represent
the six provinces of historic Western
Armenia—Van, Bitlis, Dikranagerd,
Kharpert, Sepastia, and Erzerum—
Cilicia, the Diaspora, and the Republic
of Armenia. They will gradually de-
scend in height around the circle, with
thefirst measuring 19 feet high and the
last 15 feet to underscore the signifi-

cance of theyear 1915. Anincomplete
halo will be set above on top of the
pillars, symbolizing both the fracture
left by the Genocide and the unity of
the Armenian people.

“The monument will serve not
only asasymbol of theterribletragedy
of the Armenian Genocide, but also as
atool to educate future generations of
Fresno and California residents, re-
gardless of ethnic background,” said
Dr. Sergio La Porta, President of the
AGC—Fresno and Professor of Arme-
nian Studies at Fresno State. “The
lessons of the Armenian Genocide
strike at the heart of who we are as a
species; they alert us to the perils of
modernity whichweoftenignore, con-
fident in our scientific and technol ogi-
cal progress; and they remind us of the
importance of being human, first and
foremost.”

Along with the monument, the
AGC—Fresno has organized and pro-
moted numerous centennial events,
including 1915-2015: Tradition/
L egacy/Culture, acommemorative art
exhibit at the Fresno Art Museum and
aTown Hall Meeting at Saroyan The-
ater discussing topics related to the
Armenian Genocide aswell as numer-
ouseducational lecturesand programs.

Free parkingwill beavailablefor
theunveiling ceremony in Lots P5 and
P6 near the Peters Business Building.
Handicapped parking is available as
well in the same lots. Free overflow
parking will also be available in the
Save Mart Center parking lot.

The AGC—Fresno comprises
representatives from various social,
educational, and political organizations
of the Central Valley that are working
together to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide. For more information about cen-
tennial events, visit the AGC—Fresno
website at www.agcfresno.org and on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
agcfresno.

Armenian School in Kolkata Turns 194

Continued from page2

legacy of cooperation between thetwo
countries,” ACPA principal Soumitra
Mallick told IANS.

Theinstitution currently has 40 Ar-
menian students from the West Asian
nation, Iraq and Iran with facilities for
kindergartento Class10 (ICSE affiliated).

Kolkatahas been hometo Arme-
nian Christians since the 17th century

and as many as 30 families continueto
be an integral, yet quiet, part of the
bustling metropolis.

A pivotal aspect of their culture
is the Holy Church of Nazareth, lo-
cated in Burrabazar in the central part
of the city.

There are five magnificent
churches across the state, including
Stephen’s Court in Park Street, that
boast of splendid edifices.
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Salary:
Deadline:  Agpril 15, 2015
Start Date:  July 1, 20015

Contact:

A.G.B.L. Manoogian-Demirdjian School
Prek =12

School Principal

Highly competitive salary and benefits package

Qualifications: Proven instructional and administrative leadership skills, excellant
written and oral cormmunication skills; MA or higher in Educational
Administration and Administrative credential preterred

Application: Find complete [ob description & apply online at wuwsw. Edfain. org

Yasmin Alpay at yalpay @ agbuca. org

G844 Cakdale Ave, Canoga Park, CA 91306
whew . apbumds.org
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The Armenian Genocide

What the World Withessed
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1915-2015
Centennial of the
Armenian Genocide
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A Century Ago

A Presentation of AGBU Asbeds

On Exhibit

tiarnal desVoyages

Front Page

Coverage in the

World Press

La Carbcaturs

On Display

April 8-10 | 2015

11am-10pm

Free admission

April 8 | 7:30pm
Opening Night
Reception

Welcoming remarks and speeches
by vanious VIP's and dignitaries in

attendanca, exhit tour and

dizcussion.
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Hayk Demoyan
Diractor of the
Armenian Genocide
hLSeLIm-InstitLite
Yersan, Ammienia

April 9 | 7:300m
Economics of the
Armenian Genocide

Leciure: “Boonomics of the
Arrrenian Ganocide and ity
Consagences.”
Speaker
Dr. Ugur Umit Ungér
Associate Professor of History
Liracit Linmearsity
Institute for War, Holocaust, and
Genocide Studies, Amsterdam
The Matherancs
Moderator
Kurken Berksanlar

| AGBU Asbeds

April 10 | 7:30pm
Forcefully Islamized
Armenians

Fanel Discussion: “lslamized
Armenians, who are they, how
mary are there, and how should,
Armania, the Amnenian community
at large and the Ammenian
Apoatolic Church accept them?
Panelists

Abp. Hovnan Derderian

Primate of the Westemn Diocese
Raffi Bedrosyan

Wiiter, acthist, Toronto, Canada
Moderator

Kurken Berksanlar

AGBL Asbeds

Skirball Cultural Center

2701 North Sepulveda Blvd Los Angeles CA 90049

For information contact
AGBU Asbeds

626-794-7942 | asbeds@agbuca.org
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