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Siamanto B. Maronian
218/269-0909

SERVING THE COMMURNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

» Lifg Insurance
= Health irsuramce

= Grong & hnclividual
= Lorg Tevm Care

« Disebrility

=

Hlueslhiell

@ ¥ Aetna F.,!T?

L1

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements « Insurance « Prescriptions Drugs RX « B

300 M. Lake Ave. Suite 500
Pasadena, CA 91101

s KAISER PERMAMENTE

More locatfons and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

£05 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

= Exfate Plamming

= Wil & Living Trwst

= Fill Annwal Review

= Mortgage Protection
= College Planning

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Insurance coverage can help you financ
Wuywhniuwapniphodp Whhpwdbnue E

Coverpge & Profecticn
shoulal b o B o
of pour priority st
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Juwquwlbpuynipbwdp

nunph Umitp Donation § 35.00

Auoubtpnip Mwpwhwuntu

Lnp Utkpnitun Uswlnipuwiht Uhnipbw
Lwu dEjwuh dwpsnipbwl

Nor Serount Cultural Association
Las Vegas Chapter

Shinh U'ntubuuwg

Nippwp, 3ntuhu 12, 2015

Gphymytwu dwdp 7:30 EU uhubug

Ll
UuU

Friday, June 12,2015

Starting at 7:30p.m,

Zwj bnwpbjwlhwh bhknkgh
At Armenian Apostolic Church Hall
6820 Ponderosa Way Las Vegas, NV 89118 (5. Rainbow Blvd.)

Opnuwt hwinhuntphtup whinh pwinwiwnk
Uuwpbiu SNwiynpjutu U hp untwquwpintidpp

Performances by

Karen Hagopyan & his band

Fwhpwduuimpbwh oo hbnudo ik
For More Info call:

702.686.7015 702.546.5025

Dinner Dance

Organised by
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FM Nalbandian: Armenia Closely Follows
the Developments in Syria

YEREVAN -- Armenia closely
followsthe developmentsin Syriaand
tries to find ways to ensure the secu-
rity of Syrian Armenians, Foreign Min-
ister Edward Nalbandian said at ajoint
press conference with visiting OSCE
Chairman-in-Office, Serbian Foreign
Minister lvica Dacic.

Speaking about hisrecent visit to
Syria, the Foreign Minister said the
objective was to see the developments
on the spot.

“We consider that it will be pos-
sibleto solvethecrisisby immediately

stopping the military actions, launch-
ingdialoguebetweenall political forces
in Syria,” Minister Nalbandian said.

“There are thousands of Syrian
Armenians living in Armenia today.
The Armenian leadership has been do-
ing and continues to do its best to
support them,” the Minister added.

“It was important to meet with
representatives of the Syrian Arme-
nian community, to offer them our
support and to reconfirm that Armenia
stands by them,” Edward Nalbandian
said.

Brazil Federal Senate Unanimously Passes
Resolution on Armenian Genocide

BRAZILIA — The Federal Sen-
ate of Brazil on Friday unanimously
adopted a resolution officially recog-
nizing the Armenian Genocide. Reso-
[ution No 550/2015 wasintroduced by
Chairman of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and National Defense of
the Senate, Federal Senator Aloizio
Nunez FereiraFilio and Federal Sena-
tor Jose Sera.

The Resolution adopted by the
Federal Senate of Brazil reads as fol-
lows: “The Federal Senate of Brazil
recognizes the Armenian nation’s
Genocide, whose 100th anniversary
was observed on April 24, 2015. It
pays homage to the Genocide victims
and appreciatesthe contribution—made
by the thousands of Brazilian-Arme-
nian descendents of Armenian refu-
gees — to the country’s social, eco-
nomic and cultural life. The Senate
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emphasizesthat never ever should any
crime of genocide be forgotten in or-
der not to be repeated.”

TheForeignMinistry of Armenia
Edward Nalbandianissued astatement
hailing the Brazilian top legislators
unanimous decision to recognize the
Genocide.

“The irreversible process of in-
ternational recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide continues. Armenia
welcomes the adoption of aresolution
on the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide by the Federal Senate of the
Federal Republic of Brazil.

“Withtheadoption of thisresolu-
tion, Brazil took asignificant step that
will contribute to the efforts of the
international community aimed at pre-
venting future genocides and new
crimes against humanity,” reads the
statement.

Anti-Armenian PACE Rapporteur
Gets Turkish Citizenship

ISTANBUL -- A former British
lawmaker who wastasked by the Coun-
cil of Europe’s Parliamentary Assem-
bly (PACE) last year with drafting a
report on the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict has reportedly become a Turkish
citizen.

According to the Istanbul-based
daily “ Sabah,” Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu personally handed a Turk-
ish ID card to the Conservative MP,

Robert Walter, at the Turkish Em-
bassy in London last week. Walter,
who is married to a Turkish woman,
expressed delight at the award, re-
ported the paper. It also posted a pho-
tograph of theceremony onitswebsite.

Walter was named by the PACE
|eadershiptolaunch afact-finding mis-
sion to the Karabakh conflict zone and

Continued on page4

Azerbaijan Wants New
OSCE Minsk Group Format

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) —
Azerbaijan believes that the United
States, Russia and France must no
longer be the only countries spear-
heading international effortsto endthe
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, thechair-
man-in-office of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe
said on Wednesday.

“Azerbaijanisproposinganin-
creaseinthenumber of OSCE Minsk
Group co-chairs,” lvica Dacic, who
is also Serbia's foreign minister,
said after talks in Yerevan with his
Armenian counterpart Edward
Nalbandian.

Dacic, who visited Baku earlier
thisweek, did not specify whether the
Azerbaijani government hassuggested
that particular OSCE member states
take over asadditional co-chairsof the
Minsk Group.

“l don't think it's a new pro-

posal,” hetold ajoint news conference
with Nalbandian. “But in order to ac-
cept this proposal we need a decision
taken by consensusby all participating
countries. We may look into thisissue
in the future.”

“But | think that the OSCE Minsk
Group must continue to work. Even if
one party is not happy with its work,
it's the only format where different
negotiations and dialogue have been
going on and it must be preserved,”
Dacic said.

In recent years President Ilham
Aliyev and other Azerbaijani officials
have increasingly criticized the U.S,,
Russian and French mediators for not
helping Baku regain control over
Karabakh and surrounding territories.
Some of them have accused the West
and Russia of pro-Armenian bias.

Continued on page4

Turkish Politician Expelled
from Belgium Party for Refusing
to Recognize Armenian Genocide

BRUSSELS — A Turkish mem-
ber of the Belgian parliament was ex-
pelled from her political party on Fri-
day for not recognizing the Armenian
Genocide.

Mahinur Ozdemir, who is the
first woman with a headscarf to be-
come member of the Belgian parlia-
ment, told Anadolu Agency that she
refused to recognize the 1915 events
as genocide and was later expelled by
a committee from her party, the Hu-
manist Democratic Centre (CHD).

President of the CHD, Benoit
Lutgen, said last week that any mem-
ber of the CHD who denied the Arme-
nian genocide would be expelled from
the party. “ Should there be any geno-
cidedenier in our party, then he or she
will beimmediately discarded.” Lutgen
stated.

Ozdemir boycotted a moment of
silenceinthe parliament to commemo-
ratethe 1915 Genocide, shesaid, “there
is no court order that enforces one to

recognize the events concerning Ar-
menians and that the European
Parliament’s resolution in April for
recognition of the 1915 events is not
binding”.

Ozdemir told Anadolu Agency
that CHD President L utgen wanted her
to sign acommunique recognizing the
1915 events and told her she would be
expelled from the party if she refused.
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Survey: 20 Percent of Turkish People

Consider Armenia as Threat

ISTANBUL -- According to the
results of a recent survey on the
Turkey's foreign policy by Istanbul's
Kadir Has University, Turkish people
consider Israel and the US as the big-
gest threats to their country. The sur-
vey was conducted in April among
1,000 people of the urban populations
across Turkey, Today's Zaman re-
ports.

In response to a question con-
cerning which country they see as the
biggest threat to Turkey, 42.6 percent
of respondents said Israel, 35.3 per-
cent mentioning the United States.
Syria(22.1 percent) and Armenia(20.3

percent) come next in the list.

Although Turkey is officialy a
candidate country for European Union
membership, according to 10.2 per-
cent of respondents, EU countriespose
athreat to Turkey.

8.7 percent of respondents said
that no country constitutes a threat to
Turkey, while 38.9 percent of the
population found that “ Turkey has no
friends.”

Among friendly countries Turk-
ish peoplesingled out Azerbaijan (37.5
percent), Northern Cyprus (8.9 per-
cent) and Bosnia and Herzegovina (6
percent).

Former House Speaker and Turkish Lobbyist
Dennis Hastert Indicted on Federal Charges

CHICAGO -- Former U.S. House
Speaker Dennis Hastert was charged
on Thursday with lying to the F.B.I.
and structuring cash withdrawals to
avoid bank reporting requirements,
federal authorities said.

Mr. Hastert, 73, a longtime Re-
publican leader who now works as a
lobbyistin Washington, wasproviding
money to an unnamed person in order
to “compensate for and conceal his
prior misconduct” against that person,
according to a federal indictment is-
sued by the United States attorney for
the Northern District of Illinois.

The indictment says that Mr.
Hastert, who was once a high school
teacher and wrestling coach in asmall
[llinois town, paid $1.7 million to the
person from 2010 to 2014.

As Speaker of theU.S. House, in
October of 2000, Dennis Hastert (in
concert with President Bill Clinton)
killed the Armenian Genocide Resol u-
tion moments before its adoption.

Hastert had announced he would
support the Armenian Genocide reso-
[ution. Theresolution, vehemently op-
posed by Turkey, had passed the Hu-
man Rights Subcommittee of theHouse
and the International Relations Com-
mittee but Hastert, although first sup-
porting it, withdrew the resolution on
the eve of the full House vote. He
explained this by saying that he had
received a letter from president Bill
Clinton asking him to withdraw it,
because it would harm U.S. interests.

A September 2005 articleinVan-
ity Fair revealed that during her work,
former FBI translator Sibel Edmonds
had heard Turkishwiretap targetsboast
of covert relations with Hastert. The

article states, "the targets reportedly
discussed giving Hastert tens of thou-
sands of dollars in surreptitious pay-
ments in exchange for political favors
and information." An official at the
Turkish Consulate is said to have
claimed in one recording, that was
translated by Edmonds, that the price
for Hastert to withdraw the Armenian
Genocide resolution would have been
at least $500,000.
Followinghiscongressional career,
Hastert received a $35,000 per month
contract lobbying on behalf of Turkey.
Hastert and former congressman Dick
Gephardt'sfirmshave splita$1.4 million
annual lobbying contract from Turkey.

IMF Forecasts
in Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Theln-
ternational Monetary Fund hasslightly
improved itsoutlook for the Armenian
economy but still thinksthat it will not
grow this year, the IMF's resident
representative in Yerevan, Teresa
Daban Sanchez, said on Tuesday.

In the most recent World Eco-
nomic Outlook published in April, the
IMF forecast that Armenia's Gross
Domestic Product will likely shrink by
1 percent in 2015 due to knock-on
effects of a recession in Russia.

According to Daban Sanchez,
the fund now expects zero growth in
the country. She argued that oil prices
stabilizedin February, somewhat shor-
ing up the Russian ruble. This should

Zero Growth
Economy

reflect positively on the Armenian
economy, she said.

“We have moved from the minus
one [growth] to the zero,” the IMF
official said. She went on caution,
though, that even this economic out-
look isfraught with* huge uncertainty.”

TheArmeniangovernment haspub-
licly disagreed with such gloomy projec-
tions. Prime Minister Hovik Abrahamian
last month forecast an economic growth
rate of “at least 2-3 percent.” He claimed
that it could even reach 4 percent.

“Thisisnot thefirst timewehave
differences with the government,”
Daban Sanchez told reporters. “We
had them in the past. We have that in
other countries. It's OK.”
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Pro-Kurdish HDP Party to Seek Recognition
of the Armenian Genocide

ISTANBUL — The pro-Kurdish
People’s Democratic Party (HDP) of
Turkey will seek soonest normaliza-
tionof Armenian-Turkishrelationsand
recognition of the Armenian Genocide
in the Ottoman Empire, in caseit suc-
ceeds in the forthcoming parliamen-
tary elections, Vice-President of the
Party Nazmi Gur told RIA Novosti.

Twenty parties are running for
Parliamentin the June 7 elections, four
of them having a real chance to clear
the 10 percent threshold. Survey re-
sults suggest that 41% are going to
vote for the ruling Justice and Devel-
opment Party.

The Republican People's Party

can count for 29 percent of the votes.
The Nationalist Movement Party and
the pro-Kurdish People’s Democratic
Party are likely to receive 14 and 11
percent respectively.

“We stand for implementation of
the protocols on the normalization of
relations of Armenia and the opening
of the shared border. The Turkish-
Armenianrelationsshould not belinked
to the settlement of the Karabakh con-
flict. It's a question of the Armenian
and A zerbaijani nations, which should
be solved through negotiations. We
also stand for the recognition of the
genocide of Armeniansinthe Ottoman
Empire,” Gur said.

Russia’s Gazprom to Buy
Iran-Armenia Pipeline

Y EREVAN -- A senior Armenian
official on Wednesday revealed the
planned sale of a key section of a
pipeline transporting natural gas from
Iran to Armenia’s national gas distri-
bution network owned by Russia's
Gazprom giant.

The 41-kilometer section runs
from the Iranian border to the south-
eastern Armenian town of Kajaran.
The rest of the pipeline completed in
2008isalready owned by the Gazprom-
Armeniaoperator.

Deputy Energy Minister Ara
Simonian told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service (Azatutyun.am) that the Arme-
nian government and Gazprom have
already signed a“ tentative agreement”
on the sale of the Meghri-K ajaran sec-
tion. He refused to disclose its finan-
cial terms or specify when afinal deal
could be signed.

A spokeswoman for Gazprom-
Armenia, Shushan Sardarian, con-
firmed this information. Sardarian re-
vealed that the tentative accord was
finalized in 2007 with a $30 million
“prepayment” made by the company at
the time. She said that Gazprom-Ar-
meniawill likely pay another $9 million

to complete the takeover.

Simonian argued that such atake-
over will make an economic sense
because the Gazprom subsidiary al-
ready owns Armenia’s practically en-
tire gas infrastructure. “We believe
that private companiesare much better
than the state at managing such energy
facilities,” he said.

The Iran-Armenia pipeline was
constructed with the aim of easing
Armenia sheavy dependence on Russia
for energy resources. Critics have long
said that Gazprom could exploit its con-
trol over the Armenian gas infrastruc-
ture to minimize the importance of that
aternative source of gas supplies.

Armeniaimportsroughly 2 cubic
meters of Russian gas each year, com-
pared with only 500 million cubic
meters supplied by Iran. The lranian
gas is mainly delivered to a thermal-
power plantin'Y erevan which paysfor
it with electricity supplies to the Is-
lamic Republic.

Armeniacurrently paysGazprom
$165 per thousand cubic meters of
Russiangas. TheRussiangiant charges
European countries more than $300
per thousand cubic meters.

Daban Sanchez reaffirmed the
IMF view that the government should
seek to offset the fallout from the
Russian economic downturnwith more
aggressive reforms that would signifi-
cantly improve Armenia sflawed busi-
ness environment. “Armenia needs a
more dynamic economy,” she
stressed. “ That means more competi-
tion, more players, better rules of the
game ... ajustice system that is fair.”

“That’'s what’'s working in other
countries and what’s not working in
Armenia,” thel M Frepresentativewent
on. Whilethe situation with the rul e of
law has seemingly improved over the
past decade “we are still below where
Armenia should be,” she added.

The president of the European
Bank for Reconstructionand Devel op-
ment, Suma Chakrabarti, also called
for such reforms .
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Sotheby’s Withdraws Sale of Aivazovsky
Painting after Russia Alleged it was Stolen

Massis Weekly

LONDON -- The international
auction house Sotheby’'s withdrew
from auction on Tuesday a painting by
Ivan Aivazovsky that Russia’ sInterior
Ministry saidlast week had been stolen
in 1997 from a private collection in
Moscow, Reuters reports.

Theauction house said “ Evening
in Cairo” by Russian artist of Arme-
nian descent lvan Aivazovsky, had
been withdrawn from sale at the re-
quest of the consignor, or seller.

Russia's Interior Ministry had
asked that British policeblock theauc-
tion.

Sotheby’s said last week it had
found no record of the painting in the
databases of stolen art and would pro-
ceed with the sale on June 2, with the
agreement of the consignor and the
family which said it had been stolen.

In an emailed statement on
Tuesday, Sotheby’'s said: “lvan
Aivazovsky’s Evening in Cairo, Lot
23, in Sotheby’ s 2 June 2015 Sale of
Russian Pictureshasbeen withdrawn
at the request of the consignor.”

It said there was “no further
informationavailable”.

Russia’'s Interior Ministry de-
clined immediate comment, saying it
would make its position clear later on
Tuesday.

Thelnterior Ministry did not name
the complainant but Sotheby’s earlier
identified them asthe Nosenko family,
which Russian media said had pur-
chased the painting in the 1940s.

Praised for his technique to cap-
ture sunsets and moonlight,
Aivazovsky created his "Evening in
Cairo" in1870. Hevisited Egypt during
the opening of Suez Canal ayear ear-
lier. The sought-after painting wasdue
to be sold in London on June 2nd, with
apre-sale price estimate of 1.5-2 mil-
lion pounds ($2-$3 million).

The Sotheby’ swebsite had listed
the work’ s provenance as being in the
collection of N.I. Dedov.

Sotheby’ skept theidentity of the
seller confidential but said that it had
acquired the painting in good faith in
2000.

Kiss the Ground — A New Armenia:
Exhibition Opens in Boston

“Kissthe Ground — A New Ar-
menia (Part 3),” the culmination of a
series of exhibitions marking the cen-
tennial of the Armenian Genocide, de-
lineates the aftermath of trauma. The
first two (solo shows) were at the
Armenian Library and Museum of
America, in Watertown; this group
show is at the Cambridge School of
Weston's Thompson Gallery, the Bos-
ton Globe reports.

That’ stwofold trauma: the mas-
sacre of 1.5 million Armenians by
forces of the Ottoman Empire be-
tween 1915 and 1922, and the Turkish
government’s continued refusal to
acknowledgethat agenocideoccurred.

The exhibition, curated by gal-
lery director Todd Bartel, is some-
times furious, sometimes thoughtful
and tender, sometimes clumsy. In all
its colors, it reflects the experience of
surviving trauma.

Some of John Avakian's
monoprints — searing images built in
part on historic photos — are almost
too hard to look at. Political cartoons

in an accompanying show by Lucine
Kasbarian skewer Turkish officialsand
diplomaticresponsespanderingtotheir
denial.

Satire has its place, but the best
works in “Kiss the Ground” are less
reactive. They question and explore
the impact of the genocide. Art helps
us to look at pain. Ideally, it makes
space to help us comprehend and inte-
grate even the most terrible losses.

Jessica Sperandio’s “Blue
Smoke,” a wall-mounted cut acrylic
work, describes a supine man under a
knotty, spiky cloud. A genocide survi-
vor inspired it: He came to the United
States, worked at General Electric,
and suffered a terrible head injury,
after which he lay on the floor all day
smoking. Thisis his desolate haze.

“Tattoo Trails 1,” Adrienne Der
Marderosian’ sinstallation of prints, de-
picts hunched figuresin long coats. She
collagesthemwith mapsand cityscapes,
figures repeat and disappear. They are
disenfranchised; thesheer numbersmake
them an army of the lost.

Children’s Park Built on Territory of
Sis Catholicosate
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ADANA -- A children’s park
was built on the territory of the
Armenian historic Catholicosate of
Sis (currently Kozan, Adana prov-
ince), Ermenihaber.am reports.

Catholicos Aram | of the Great
House of Ciliciahad filed alawsuit to
reclaim SisCatholicosatefrom Turkey
on April 28.

In responseto the lawsuit claim-
ing thereturn of the monastic complex
that has served asareligious centrefor
thelocal Armeniansfor 700 years, the
mayor of Kozan, Turkish Nationalist
Movement Party member MusaOztiirk
declared that “not even an iota of land
is to be handed over to anyone” and
built achildren’s park on the territory
of the complex, according to Turkish
Democrat Haber.

“In the period following the Ar-
menian Genocideof 1915, precisely in
1921, an order came urging to hand

o5, s BN
over the monastic complex of Kozan
within 48 hours, forcing the Armenian
clergymen to leave Adana.

Once forcibly transferred to
L ebanon, the Armenian priestsfounded
the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia
againinAntelias, Beirut.

It is well known that a demoli-
tion order wasissued on the Armenian
monastic complex of Adana in 1950
that was abandoned and neglected,
ruthlessly demolished by treasurehunt-
ers, while the stones of the destroyed
church were used as building material
during the construction of the surround-
ing houses,” the Turkish source says.

Theconstruction of thechildren’s
park in the Armenian Church yard in
Adana, where Armenian clergymenare
resting, caused a storm of protest and
an extensive debatein social networks
and is being characterized as the con-
tinuation of 1915, acultural genocide.

‘With You, Armenia’
Pianist Evgeny Kissin Honors Memory of
Genocide Victims

Thismonth Carnegie Hall had to
set up five rows of stage seatsto meet
the demand for the Russian pianist
Evgeny Kissin’ smuch-anticipated solo
recital on May 26. Thiswasan unusual
and intensely meaningful occasion.

Kissin took part in “With You,
Armenia: A Concert to Commemorate
the Centennial of the Armenian Geno-
cide.” Sponsored by the Y erevan Per-
spectives International Music Festi-
val, the event was part of an interna-
tional tour featuring theimpressiveHover
State Chamber Choir, founded by Sona
Hovhannisyan, who conducted the im-
pressive 25-voice ensemble in the re-
warding first half of the program. There
were arrangements of Armenian folk
songs and liturgical works, several con-
temporary selections, aBritten carol and
theworld premiere of achoral setting of
Psalm 3 by the Polish composer
Krzysztof Penderecki composed in re-
membrance of the Genocide, the New
York Times reports.

Afterintermission, Kissin played
four substantive Chopin works, in
cluding the Fantasy in F minor and
Scherzo No. 2.

Thechorusbeganwithfolk songs
arranged by the Armenian priest and
composer Komitas (1869-1935), a
choir director and pioneer of Armenian
national music who spent time in a
prison camp during the Genocide. Sev-
eral singers held chiming metal pieces
that provided delicate tones and rhyth-

mic figures during these selections.
“Lusnake losi, Babo” (“The Moon Is
Bright, Grandpa”), the first offering,
was a lovely song with wistful lyrical
turnsand melting harmoniessupported
by earthy, steady bass drones.

“Hoy, Im Nazani Yare” (“Hoy,
My Graceful Sweetheart”), another
Komitas arrangement, was fleet and
jaunty with shouted rhythmic accents,
though tinged with sadness.
Penderecki’s Psalm 3 (*O Lord, how
many are my foes!”) had a musical
language stepped inthemodal idiom of
Armenian folk music yet charged with
piercing contemporary chords.

The ovation was tumultuous,
even more so after Kissin, for an en-
core, played a mournful Armenian
song. He ended the evening with a
heroic account of Chopin’s famous
Polonaise in A flat, and this time the
music danced defiantly.
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"Remembering the Armenian Genocide” 1915
by Patrick Thomas

“Remembering the Armenian
Genocide” 1915, abook by Patrick Tho-
mas, i sdedicated with respect and friend-
ship to the Armenians of Wales and
Ireland, in memory of the members of
their familieswho perished in the Geno-
cide of Armenians in Ottoman Turkey
during the First World War.

Author Patrick Thomas was born
in Welshpool in 1952, and educated at
schoolsin England. He is a graduate of
Cambridge and Leeds Universities, and
gained hisdoctoratefromthe University
of Wales.

After ordination to the priesthood
of the Church in Wales in 1980, he has
served his entire ministry in bilingual
parishes in West Wales. A member of
theWelsh LanguageBoardfrom 1994 to
2000, he broadcasts regularly in both
Welsh and English. He has adeep inter-
est in Armenian history, culture and
spirituality, and is a member of the
Anglican-Oriental Orthodox I nternational
Commission and honorary pastor to
Armeniansin Wales.

In his book — “Remembering the
Genocide” 1915 Patrick Thomas shows
why it remains profoundly important to
acknowledge and remember the first
major genocide of the 20" century, by

drawing on eye-witness material from
wide variety of sources.

Recent events in the Middle East
have underlined the threat of violent
annihilationthat still facesmany vulner-
able minorities there. The fate of the
Armenians a century ago provides a
timely warning to us today, one that
should never be forgotten.

“Komitas, The Artist and The Martyr”
by Serge Momjian

There have been several publica-
tions about the life of Soghomon
Soghomonian (1869-1935). Musicol o-
gist, composer and an ordained priest,
the man history remembers as
“Komitas” is among the seminal fig-
ures of Armenian national music.
“Komitas, TheArtistand TheMartyr,”
SergeMomjian’ shistorical/biographi-
cal fiction may betheonly novel touse
dialogue to address Komitas' life.

Komitasistheskilful artist-priest
who tours the remote villages in his
homeland, collecting and transcribing
folk songs. His long, scrupulous re-
search work as an ethnomusicol ogist
enables him to trace the pre-Christian
roots of Armenian sacred music, and
bring itsfolk music to ahigh standard.
He lectures on these topics at the
International Musical Society, towhich
he is admitted as the first non-Euro-
pean member.

He plays there a crucial role in
introducing the unique musical heri-
tage of Eastern cultures to the West.
Although heisacelebrity musicianand
his lectures and songs are widely ac-
claimed, his secular performances of
sacred music in his homeland and
abroad put him on a collision course
with the conservative clergy of his
church, opening the gates of hell upon
him.

On the night of 24 April 1915 —
known as Red Sunday — Komitas is
arrested along with 200 Armenian in-
tellectualsand community leaders and
deported far inland by the Ottoman

The Centenary abbbsdemenian Genockie

SERGE MOMJIAN

government asaprelude to apremedi-
tated plan to annihilate the Armenian
population of Anatolia. Though he is
among the few who are reprieved, the
terrible nightmare he has experienced,
from which he never mentally recov-
ers, takes him into asylums, where he
spends the last twenty years of hislife
in seclusion, his complex inner world
governed by theineradicableimagesof
his past.

This compelling book, based on
concrete facts and events and written
in commemoration of the centenary of
the Armenian Genocide, servesto make
past periods and people come alivein
an entertaining dialogue.

Seasons, Westlake Village, CA

Save the Date
NOV. 7, 2015-Saturday, St. Peter Church Ladies Society 57th Annual
Fashion Show and Luncheon, One Hundred Y ears and Flourishing, at Four

June 6, 2015

Ararat Home Board of Trustees Electsits
Executive Committee for 2015-2016

Ararat HomeBoard of TrusteesExecutiveCommittee: Nazar Ashjian (past chair -

man), DebbieAvedian, Armen Hampar (past chair man), Ron Nazeley, Joseph K animian,
Michael Surmeian, NadyaVerabian, VaheVartan; NoraHampar (not pictured)

MISSION HILLS — The Ararat
Home Board of Trustees elected its
ExecutiveCommitteeon April 16, 2015.
The officers who are entrusted with
guiding the organization through an-
other successful year of growth in-
clude: Joseph Kanimian, Esg. (Chair-
man), Ron Nazeley (1% Vice Chair),
NoraHampar (2™ViceChair), Michael
Surmeian, CPA (Treasurer), Vahe
Vartanian (Assistant Treasurer), Nadya
Verabian (Secretary), and Debbie
Avedian (Assistant Secretary).

On March 1%, Ararat Home held
itsAnnual Membership Meeting, when
membersand supporterscametogether
to receive updates on the Home' s past
accomplishments and future goals as
well as to elect members to the Board
of Trustees for three-year terms.
Trustees, administrators and the Chief
Operating Officer reported on the state
of the organization; and, supporting
bodies presented an overview of their
activitiesaswell astheir yearly contri-
butions to the Home. Chairman
Kanimian expressed his heartfelt con-
gratulationsto the Executive Commit-
teeand newly re-elected trustees: Raffi
Balian, M.D., Peter Darakjian, Armen
Hampar, Richard Jebejian, Rafi
Mardirosian, Roy Martinian, D.D.S,,
Harout Mesrobian, M.D., Berj
Shahbazian, and NadyaV erabian. And,

acknowledging the remaining trustees
who are continuing their terms—Nazar
Ashjian, CPA, VatcheBardakjian,M.D.,
Shahe Boyadjian, Gary Kaloostian,
Maggie Mangassarian-Goschin, Edvin
Minassian, Esg., Joseph Ouzounian,
M.D., Kohar Pelter, MSN, Sinan
Sinanian, and Arthur Zabounian, — he
noted: “At Ararat Home, we are com-
mitted to our elders’ welfare and will
do our utmost to maintain the Home as
apremier facility of itskind. Onbehal f
of the Board of Trustees, | extend my
gratitude to all our supporters, mem-
bers, volunteers and auxiliary groups
for their dedication and commitment
tothe objective of our beloved Home.”

Ararat Home of Los Angeles has
continuously been recognized for the
exemplary serviceand careit provides
to over 350 residents. The Assisted
Living Facility hasreceived zero-defi-
ciency ratings for eight consecutive
years from the California Department
of Social Servicesfor meeting all stan-
dards and having no violations. Simi-
larly, Ararat Skilled Nursing Facility
and Ararat Convalescent Hospital in
Eagle Rock continue to hold five-star
ratings from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services' Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services,
which is the highest rating given to
such facilities.

Azerbaijan Wants New OSCE Format

Continued frompagel

“In the last 20 years the three
countriesco-chairing the OSCE Minsk
Group have not taken a single step to
settletheNagorno-K arabakh conflict,”
Azerbaijan's Deputy Prime Minister
Ali Hasanov charged last month.

Armenian leaders have repeat-
edly rejected thiscriticism, saying that
the three mediating powers deserve

praisefor their joint efforts. Yerevanis
thereforeextremely unlikely to agreeto
any change in the negotiating format.

“Armeniabelievesthat theMinsk
Group is afairly effective framework
withinwhichitispossibleto achievea
settlement,” Tigran Balayan, the Ar-
menian Foreign Ministry spokesman,
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am), commenting on
Dacic’s statement.

Anti-Armenian PACE Rapporteur

Continued frompagel

prepare the report titled "Escalation of
ViolenceinNagorno-K arabakhand Other
Occupied Territories of Azerbaijan.”

This wording prompted vehe-
ment protests from Armenian mem-
bers of the Strasbourg-based assem-
bly and the government in Yerevan.
They saidthat it predeterminesWalter's
findings and runs counter to state-
ments made by U.S., Russian and
French mediators trying to broker a
Karabakh settlement.

The Armenian side has also ac-

cused Walter of having closetieswith
Azerbaijan’ s government, saying that
the British parliamentarian has repeat-
edly defended Baku's dismal human
rights record criticized by Western
human rights groups.

Walter led ateam of PACE mem-
bers that observed Azerbaijan’'s last
presidential election heldin 2013. Un-
like other Western observers who re-
ported widespread fraud, the PACE
mission concluded that the vote met
democratic standards.

Walter, 67, did not run for reelec-
tioninBritain’ srecent general elections.
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Uhpwih 3niuhu 14, 2015

Uitumbyh Upkpu Prumbpwupwhtbi ulipu
216 N. Brand Blvd. Glendale, CA 91203 Y. G, dwdp 5:30-hu

100th Anniversary of the Armenian Nation’s
Twenty Hunchakian Martyrs.

Drgonized Dy

a. D. Hunchakian Party kestern USA Executive Commiftes
Keynote Speaker

Sarkis Hatspanian

Remarks by Central Committee Chairman of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party

Hagop Dikranian

Special Musical and Literary Performances

Sipan Choir - Diector Henrik Anasyan
Harut Hagopian, Arno Mkrtchyan, Anahit Nersisyan, Salbi Mailian,
Nune Avetisyan

Sunday, June 14, 2015

Alex Theatre 216 N. Brand Blvd. Glendale, CA 91203
Starting at §:30 pm

Untnpp Uquwun Free Admission
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To reserve seats please call




