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Armenian Catholic Patriarch of Cilicia
Nerses Bedros XIX Tarmouni Dies at 75

BEIRUT — Armenian Catholic
Patriarch of CiliciaNersesBedros X1X
passed away Thursday, June 25 after
suffering aheart attack, The Daily Star
reports.

Born in Cairo in 1940 and or-
dainedtothepriesthoodin 1965, Nerses
Bedros XIX Tarmouni was appointed
the Armenian Catholic bishop of Alex-
andria, Egypt, in 1989 and elected
patriarch in 1999.

Therenowned patriarchiswidely
known for serving the Armenian com-
munity and promoting its interests.
The patriarch had visited Armenian
communities in Europe, the Middle
East and the U.S. to boost Armenian
catholic schools.

At hisrequest, the archbishop of
Mardine Ignace Maloyan, martyr of
the Armenian genocide of 1915, was
proclaimed blessed by Pope John Paul
Il at St. Peter's Square in Rome.

The Catholicos Patriarch al so sent
thefirst parish priest to Moscow in 2002
in an attempt to begin a new mission
among the Armenian Catholics in Rus-
sia, following the opening in 1991 of
missionsinArmeniaand Georgia.

In 1999, the 75-year-old suc-
ceeded Hovhannes Bedros XVIII
Kasparian as the Catholicos Patri-
arch of Cilicia of Armenian Catho-
licsand took the name Nerses Bedros
XIX after Bishopsof theHoly Synod
of the Catholic Armenian Synod
elected him.

In the same year, the patriarch

was enthroned and received the Eccle-
siastical Communion from Pope John
Paul 11.

The Armenian Catholic Church,
an Eastern Catholic churchinfull com-
munionwiththeHoly See, has376,000
members. Headquartered in Beirut, it
has eparchies (dioceses) in Lebanon,
Syria, Iraqg, Iran, Egypt, Turkey, and
the United States.

Thefuneral servicefor Patriarch
Tarmouni was held on June 30 in
Beirut, Lebanon. The Catholicos' body
laidtorest at thetomb of the patriarchs
of the Armenian Catholic Patriarchate
of Cilicia.

A requiem mass was offered on
Sunday, whereupon the faithful were
able to give their last farewell to the
patriarch.

Russian Energy Firm Blames Yerevan
for Armenian Subsidiary’s Troubles

MOSCOW (RFE/RL) -- TheRus-
sian owner of Armenia’ s power distri-
bution network has blamed Armenian
state regulators for its massive finan-
cial losses, sayingthat electricity prices
in the country should have risen faster
over the past decade.

“The long-running losses in-
curred by the Electric Networks of
Armenia(ENA) closedjoint-stock com-
pany result from the existing system
of [energy] tariff regulation and rules
for the functioning of the energy mar-
ketintheRepublic of Armenia,” Boris
Kovalchuk, the chairman of the Inter
RAO group, told the Tassnewsagency
late on Tuesday.

Kovalchuk claimed that the ENA
has paid Armenian power plants more
for their electricity than it was sup-
posed to without receiving a corre-
sponding “ compensation from consum-
ers.” He said the “insufficient increase
in tariffs in the past 11 years’ was
compounded by last year’ slonger-than-
anticipated stoppage of the Metsamor
nuclear plant and decreased output by
Armenian hydroelectricfacilities.

All thishastranslatedintoan ENA

i ““w'-"

revenue shortfall of 37 billion drams
($78 million), Kovalchuk said, adding
that Inter RAO’s Armenian subsidiary
isnolonger ableto cover itslosseswith
borrowing and is now teetering on the
brink of financial collapse.

TheENA owesover $225million
to Armenian commercial banks and
power plants. Its Russian chief execu-
tive, Yevgeny Bibin, similarly blamed
Armenia’ sPublic ServicesRegulatory
Commission (PRSC) for the
company’s troubles last month after
asking it to raise the electricity prices

Continued on page3

New Leaders Take Over
‘Electric Yerevan’ Protests

Y EREV AN -- Protesterscontinu-
ing to occupy a central Yerevan av-
enue chose on the night from Tuesday
to Wednesday new leaders who
pledgedtoreinvigoratetheir campaign
for the cancellation of a controversial
rise in Armenian electricity prices.

The ongoing civic movement
dubbed “ElectricY erevan” hadbeenin
turmoil since its initial organizer, a
youth group called No To Plunder,
urged the protesters to unblock Mar-
shal Baghramian Avenue and move
back to the city’s pedestrian Liberty
Square on Sunday.

TheNo ToPlunder leaderswarned
of another violent police crackdown on
the nonstop demonstration, saying the
campaign should now take different
forms. They also pointed to a major
concession that was made by President
Serzh Sarkisian on Saturday.

Most protesters rejected the ap-
peal, leading No To Plunder to re-
nounce responsibility for their further
actionsontheblocked street leading to
the presidential palace. Attendance at
the nonstop demonstration visibly de-
clined on Monday and Tuesday, with
only up to several thousand people
participating in it before midnight.

The young protesters formed a
new leadership comprising 15 mostly
little-known activists.

“Our first task is to sort out this
disorganized situation,” activist Davit
Sanasarian told RFE/RL’s Armenian

service (Azatutyun.am). “Thereareno
leaders here. There are only persons
who will be doing hard work.”

“Weshould spend moretimehere
than other citizens, because we are
responsiblefor what ishappening here,”
he said.

The new leaders set about form-
ing on Tuesday night separate teams of
activists who will deal with public
order ontheavenue, publicrelationsas
well as economic and legal aspects of
the movement’ s demands. “ Each team
will have a representative who will
present proposalstothecitizen’ s[lead-
ership] group that will in turn work on
those proposals and submit them to
you,” one of them, Narek Ayvazian,
told the crowd remaining on Marshal
Bagramian Avenue.

The new leaders put a greater
emphasis on public discussions there,
offering any protester a chance to
speak up and suggest concrete ac-
tions. Sanasarian insisted that any de-
cision made by them will have to be
backed by most protesters.

It isnot yet clear whether the new
group will seek to step up pressure on
the Armenian authorities by expanding
the protests or adding political demands
to their agenda. Its members say only
that they will only settlefor afull accep-
tanceof their key demand by theauthori-
ties. Asoneof them, Hmayak Mkrtchian,
put it, “Even half a step back would
mean a defeat for us.”

Turkey’s Human Rights Association

Takes Kamp Armen Case to Europe’s Agenda

ISTANBUL -- TheHuman Rights
Association (IHD) in Turkey has
brought the case of a partly demol-
ished Armenian orphanagein I stanbul
to the agenda of the Council of Europe
and the European Parliament, the
Hurriyet Daily News reports.

Demolition of the Kamp Armen
orphanage started in May but was
subsequently halted, when the owner
of the land said he would donate it to
the Armenian community in Istanbul.

Speaking at a press conference
on June 29, a member of the IHD’s

central executive board, lawyer Eren
Keskin, along with other members of
the association, said they had sent
separate letters to Council of Europe
Commissioner for Human Rights Nils
Muienieks and European Parliament
rapporteur on Turkey Kati Piri to draw
attention to the Kamp Armen issue.
“In the letter, we said it was a
heavy humanrightsviolationthat Kamp
Armen’s certificate of ownership had
not been returned to the Armenian

Continued on page4
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OSCE Minsk Group Trying to Organize a
Meeting of Armenian, Azerbaijani Presidents

BAKU -- Ambassa-
dor of France to
Azerbaijan Pascal
Monnier says when the
parties take no steps, the
process stops.

He made the re-
markscommenting onthe
progress of negotiations
to settle the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

“It isimportant that
both parties take steps
and set up claims,” the
Ambassador told Trend
News Agency.

“The Azerbaijani
and Armenian sides should know that
this point is very important and isin
everyone's interests.”

The ambassador said that France
puts efforts for the peaceful settle-
ment of the conflict.

Having reminded about thevisits
of French President FrancoisHollande
in September 2014 and April 2015 to
Azerbaijan, Monnier saidthat talkswere
held during the visits.

He said that this issue was dis-
cussed more than once with the par-
ticipation of the OSCE Minsk Group
during the visit of Russian President
Vladimir Putinto Baku ontheoccasion
of the opening ceremony of the first
European Games.

“Also, the Russian co-chair of

the OSCE Minsk Group traveled to
France, where the discussions contin-
ued,” said theambassador. “ The OSCE
Minsk Group is trying to organize a
meeting of presidents of Azerbaijan
and Armeniain order tofind apeaceful
solution to the conflict.”

The ambassador went on to add
that France has good relations with
both Armenia and Azerbaijan and in-
tendsto expand cooperationwiththese
countries.

“Franceishometo half amillion
Armenians, who arevery active,” said
the French ambassador. “ Azerbaijanis
important to France asastrategic part-
ner. Every eight months, the French
president meets with the presidents of
Azerbaijanand Armenia.”

Gyumri Massacre Suspect to Stand

Trial in Armenian Court

GYUMRI -- A Russian soldier ac-
cused of murdering the seven members
of an Armenian family in Gyumri in
January will be tried by an Armenian
court, state prosecutorsin Y erevan offi-
cially confirmed on Tuesday.

Armenid s Office of the Prosecu-
tor-General el aborated on President Serzh
Sarkisian’ sannouncement | atel ast week
that Russia has agreed to transfer the
high-profile criminal case toArmenian
jurisdiction.

The law-enforcement agency said
this will be done after a “ settlement of
procedural issues.” “We cannot speak
of concrete timeframes at the moment,”
it said in a statement. “What is clear,
however, is that Armenian law-enforc-
erswill investigatethemurder casewhile
Armenian courts will administer jus-
tice.”

Permyakov has been kept under
arrest at the Gyumri headquarters of the
Russian military base in Armenia ever
sincebeingarrested onJanuary 12 shortly
after alocal couple, their daughter, son,
daughter-in-law and 2-year-old grand-
daughter werefound dead intheir home.
The seventh member of the Avetisian
family, a6-month-old baby boy, died of
his stab injuries a week later.

Permyakov admittedmurderingthem
during his separate interrogations by Rus-
sian and Armenian law-enforcement offi-
cials. His motives remain unclear.

Russian authorities made clear
immediately after the shock massacre
that Permyakov will not be extradited to
Armenia. This caused outrage among
many Armenians fearing a Russian
cover-up of the gruesome crime. Thou-

sands of them demonstrated in Gyumri

on January 14-15 to demand
Permyakov’ shandover to the Armenian
side. Some of them clashed with riot
police outside the Russian consulate in
the city.

Theunprecedented protestsforced
Armenia’ s Prosecutor-General Gevorg
Kostanian to formally ask his Russian
counterpart Y uri Chayka to ensure that
the high-profile case is placed under
Armenian jurisdiction. But even after
Kostanian's letter to Chayka Russian
officialsinsistedthat thedetained soldier
will betried by aRussian military court.

According to the Armenian pros-
ecutors statement, the apparent Rus-
sian U-turn was the result of “lengthy
negotiations” held by Russianand Arme-
nian officials. It said the two sides ulti-
mately agreed that they should beguided
not only by their respective national
legislations but also international law.

Russia’ s constitution prohibitsthe
extradition to other states of Russian
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Armenia’s Ministry of Defense to Establish

Cybersecurity Center

R

YEREVAN —TheDefenseMinis-
try of the Republic of Armenia and
“Y CRDI” CJSChaveinitiatedtheproject
of establishing a cybersecurity center
“High Tech”. It aims to ensure the cre-
ation and application of hightechnologi-
cal solutionsin the defense system thus
using servicemen’'s professional com-
petenciesmorefruitfully duringthecom-

pulsory military service.

“TheMinistry takesmutually prof-
itablestepsof cooperationwith high-tech
companies to face the challengesin the
sphere of Information security”. The
Information and Public Relations De-
partment of the Defense Ministry has
said in an official statement.

The center will open in 2015.

Armenian Soldier Killed by Azeri Fire
on the Border with Nakhichevan

YEREVAN — An Armenian ser-
vicemenwaskilled on Friday by gunfire
from the Azerbaijani side, the spokes-
man for Armenian defense ministry
ArtsrunHovhannisianwrotein Facebook
saying the Armenian Defense Ministry
will not leave this unanswered.

“Today at 18:30 the enemy fired
from the territory of Nakhichevan at
Armenian positions near the village of
Gorayk in Syunik region by using large
caliber weapons. After the Armenian
side’s return fire the enemy suffered
great losses, but unfortunately Arme-
nian soldier Arman Y epremian, bornin
1987 was killed,” stated Hovhannisian.

In another devel opment two Azeri
soldierswerefound dead near Armenian
army positionson the border in northern
Tavush province. The Azerbaijani De-
fense Ministry said on Tuesday the sol-
diers went missing as they accidentally
crossed into Armenia s northern region
border.

Armenia on Thursday allowed
Azerbaijantoevacuatethebodiesof their

soldiers identified as sergeants, Musa
Musayev and Tural Y olchuyev. There-
patriation was mediated by the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC). The APA news agency quoted
a spokeswoman for the ICRC office in
Baku as confirming that the Red Cross
acted as an “impartial mediator in the
humanitarian operation agreed by
Azerbaijanand Armenia.”

AccordingtoArtsrtunHovannisian
Yerevan swiftly gave the Azerbaijani
side security guarantees for the search
and rescue operation shortly after being
contacted by the ICRC on Tuesday.

The ICRC was rebuffed by Baku
when it requested safe access to the
remains of the three Armenian pilots of
a combat helicopter shot down by
Azerbaijani forcesinno-man’ sland east
of Nagorno-Karabakh last November.
Karabakh Armenian troops recovered
them in an overnight commando raid.
They claimed to have neutralized an
ambush set up by Azerbaijani troops
near the helicopter wreckage.

nationals wanted for various crimes.
Still, a Russian-Armenian treaty signed
in 1997 envisagesthehandover to Arme-
nian authorities of Russian soldiers
charged with crimes committed outside
Russianmilitary installationsin Armenia.

Armenian observers link
Permyakov’s impending extradition
with continuing street protests in
Y erevan against electricity price hikes
initiated by Armenia sRussian-owned
power distribution network.
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Last Armenian Families from Kobane

Fleeing Syria do not Intend to Return

ISTANBUL (Hurriyet Daily) —
Just like their ancestors forced from
their homesin Eastern Anatoliain 1915-
16, thelast Armenianfamilieslivingin
the embattled northern Syrian town of
Kobane have fled after the repeated
jihadist attacks — and they do not in-
tend to go back.

Agop Tomasyon, an Armenian
from Kobane close to the Turkish bor-
der, who fled his hometown for Tur-
key around nine months ago when the
Islamic State of Irag and the Levant
(ISIL) launched an attack, said thelast
eight Armenian familieshad left Syria
for good and would not return.

“There were only eight families
left before the ISIL attack [in October
2014]. All of thesefamiliesleft Kobane
after the attack,” said Tomasyon.

Syrian Kurdish forces expelled
ISIL fighters from Kobane on June 27
and retook full control after three days
under siege, after a group of ISIL
militants stormedinto the border town.
ISIL had also failed to capture K obane
at the start of 2015 after four months
of deadly clashes.

Three Armenianfamiliesarecur-
rently living at the Turkish Prime Min-
istry Disaster and Emergency Man-
agement Authority (AFAD) refugee
camp in the Surug district of Sanliurfa
province.

Tomasyan, who belongs to one
of the three familiesin the Suruc refu-
gee camp, said they had to leave their
hometown after I SIL’ s attack because
they knew that the jihadists would kill
them once they learned that they were
Christians.

“We understood that it was time
for us to go. We decided to come to
Turkey after a discussion between the
last Armeniansleft. Eventually wecame
to Surug,” he said. From Surug, the
eight families had spread to various
other places.

“Onefamily settled in Sanliurfa,
another in Hatay, and another in

Aleppo. Two of the families who had
passports went to Armenia. The re-
maining three families were placed in
refugee camps in Surug,” Tomasyan
said.

He added that they had at one
point decided to return to Kobane but
changed their minds after his brother
was killed by jihadists in front of his
son’seyes during ISIL’ s latest attack.

“Before the recent ISIL assault,
my brother wanted to return to Kobane
to see how hishouse and storewas. He
took his 14-year-old son with him, but
later he was killed by ISIL in front of
his son,” Tomasyan said.

“Kobane is not our homeland
anymore.”

Thel4-year-old Aram Tomasyan,
who is Agop Tomasyan's nephew,
said four 1SIL members wearing uni-
forms of the Kurdish People’s De-
fense Units (Y PG) had shot his father
on the morning of June 24.

“My father was bleeding from
his heart when he fell on the ground.
Despitethishestill raised hishand and
said, ‘Son, run, they are ISIL." | ran.
If I hadn’t run, | would have been shot
too,” the boy said.

The elder Tomasyon said the
ancestral roots of Kobane's Arme-
nians could betraced back to Southern
and Central Anatolia, but hisancestors
were exiled during the massacre and
deportation of Ottoman Armeniansin
1915-16. They fled to Kobane and
settled there to start a new life.

“Wehad said that wewould never
|eave Kobane, no matter what,” said
Tomasyan, adding that they had two
churches in the town and lived in
harmony with everyone around them.

Duringthe Y PG’ shattles against
ISIL last year over Kobane, tens of
peoplediedinstreet unrest launchedin
a number of Turkish cities on Oct. 6
and 7, 2014, amid calls from Turkish
Kurds for Ankara to do more to pre-
vent the town from falling to ISIL.

Russian Energy Firm Blames Yerevan

Continued frompagel

by as much as 40 percent.

The PSRC chairman, Robert
Nazarian, angrily rejected Bibin's
claims, sayingthat thecompany’ sdebts
have resulted, in large measure, from
poor management. The PSRC went on
to raise the tariffs by more than 17
percent, a move that triggered mass

protestsin Yerevan and other parts of
the country.

The daytime tariff for Armenian
households thus reached 49 drams
(over 10 U.S. cents) per kilowatt/
hour. It stood at just 25 drams per
kilowatt/hours in 2009.

A senior PSRC official, Garegin
Baghramian, on Wednesday dismissed
Kovalchuk’s* subjective opinion.” He

Rare Images of Armenian Genocide

Survivors on Show in Italy

BOLOGNA,ITALY -- Rare, mov-
ing images of survivors of the 1915
ArmeniangenocideareshowninBolo-
gna, Italy as part of the 29th edition of
the city’ s* CinemaRitrovato” (Redis-
covered Cinema) festival, Agence
France-Presse reports.

A significant historical source
that was discovered completely by
chance, buried away and forgotten in
the US Library of Congress, the silent
film dates from 1923 and includes
images of children packed onto boats
in Turkey and lines of refugees trudg-
ing along roads.

The film was shown as part of a
selectionintended to honour Armenian
cinema a century after the beginning
of the slaughter of Armenians at the
hands of Ottoman Turkish forces.

Also on show during the festival
are “Namus” (Honour), a 1925 work
by Hamo Beknazarian that is consid-
ered the first Armenian film, “Sayat
Nova’ (The Color of Pomegranates) a
1969 film by Sergei Paradjanov and
“Naapet”, Henrik Malyan’s 1980 film
about a genocide survivor.

Other rare documentary images
include a five-minute film shot by the
French army of Armenian refugeesin
camps at Port Said in Egypt.

But the jewel in the festival’s
crown is the four minutes of “Arme-
nia, Cradle of Humanity” shot in Tur-
key soon after the end of the killing —
atimethought previously to have only
been recorded in still images such as
those of German photographer Armin
Wegner.

Mariann Lewinsky, one of the
festival’ scurators, came upon thefilm
by “amiracle” as she clicked through
the internet data base of the Interna-

tional Federation of Film Archives
(Fiaf).

Who shot the film and how it got
to the Oregon Historical Society be-
fore being deposited in the Congress
library is a mystery, says the Swiss
researcher as she runs the recently-
restored reel.

“l sent a little email to my col-
leaguesinthelibrary and they told me,
Y eswe have something, but we don’t
know what.’

“l insisted a bit and asked if |
could come and see the condition of
thefilm.”

Normally such a demand would
take abit of time to get aresponse but
L ewinsky was quickly sent some pho-
tos and a telephone contact number.
“Theimageswereextraordinary, boats
full of children, trains.”

Having obtained the reel, she
quickly dated it to 1923, but her first
thought was the people shown could
be displaced Greeks — a theory that
was dropped when she recognised a
well-known I stanbul palaceintheback-
ground of one shot.

Colleagues confirmed that, after
the end of World War One, British
forces assembled Armenian orphans
in the building for evacuation.

“Itisamiracle,” Lewinsky said.

A century on, Lewinsky believes
a new Turkey is emerging in which
Kurds, Greeks, Armenians and ethnic
Turks are moving towards “moments
of reconciliation”.

Filmslike “ Armenia, Cradle of
Humanity” can only help this pro-
cess, she says, invoking her hope
that it could be shown at a small
silent film festival in Istanbul in the
near future.

faulted the Inter RAO boss for not
acknowledging that the ENA’s opera-
tional losses have been disproportion-
ately high.

Vahagn Khachatrian, an econo-
mist representing the opposition Ar-
menian National Congress(HAK), said
both the Armenian regulators and the
ENA management are responsible for
the existing state of affairs in the en-

ergy sector. In particular, he said, the
regulators have turned a blind eye to
what many in Armenia see as wide-
spread corruption within the ENA.
The HAK’s parliamentary fac-
tionsaidon Tuesday that it will petition
Armenian prosecutors to investigate
financial irregularities committed by
senior ENA executives. It claimed to
possess evidence of such fraud.
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Armenian Trace Being Erased in Mush

Armradio.am — A 1,600-year-
old Armenian cemetery in Mush has
been ruined by treasure hunters and
state policy, Akung.net reports, quot-
ing the Dicle News Agency.

According to the source, there
were 299 Armenian churches, 94 mon-
asteries, 53 pilgrimage sites and 135
schools with 5,669 students in Mush
before 1915.

Hayrettin Aslan, head of an Ar-
menian union in Mush, calls attention
to thefact that the Turkish state policy
deliberately pursuestheaim of erasing
the Armenian trace from the region,
thus erasing the historic memory of
the city, as well.

Noting that the cemetery has a
history of 1,600 years, Aslan noted
that the history of awhole nation faces
the danger of obliteration.

He said the treasure hunters also
cause great damage to the cemetery.
He noted that “ Armenians and Kurds
peacefully lived in the city before the
Armenian massacres.”

“If we want to live in an atmo-
sphere of peace, love and respect, we
have to take care of the Armenian
history,” he added.

He noted that there are other
Armenian monuments in the region,
which also face the threat of demoli-
tion and added: “ Armenians had even
built infrastructures in the mountain-
ous regions of Mush before 1915.
Now the Armenian churches, monas-
teries and schools are on the verge of
disappearance, and the government
and the political-social organizations
should be sensitive towards the issue.
A history of millenniaisjeopardized.”

Hakob Paronyan’s Musical Comedy State

Theatre Direct from Armenia in Los Angeles
September 25 & October 1, 2015

GLENDALE-- TheHYASA Cen-
ter is presenting Hakob Paronyan’'s
Musical Comedy State Theatre direct
from Armeniain Los Angelesfor two
unparalleled theatrical performances.

The 2 distinct shows will take
place at the historical Alex Theatrein
Glendaleon;

Friday September 25, 2015 at
8:00 pm- Alexander Shrivanzadeh's
“Morgan's In-Law” Comedy in 2 acts

Friday October 1, 2015 at 8:00
pm- Jirayr Ananyan’s “Lord Ddon't
Forsake Us” Comedy act

Hakob Paronyan State Musical
Comedy Theatre is one of the promi-
nent and oldest Armenian theatres
foundedin1941inY erevan. TheArtis-
tic Director Y ervand Ghazanchyanisa
People' s Artist of Armenia & a State
Prize Laureate who has directed the
theater since 1993.

The 10 Member Company and
artistswill betravellingtoLosAngeles
by aninvitation from HY ASA Center-
aCalifornianonprofit organization pro-
moting arts and cultural enrichment
though lectures concerts, art exhibi-
tions, television/radio broadcasts, lit-
erary publications, theatrical produc-
tions and movie productions.

The Los Angeles performances
are under Auspices of the Ministry of

Culture of Armenia and the Consulate
General of the Republic of Armeniain
Los Angeles.

*Theatrical performance:
“Morgan's In-Law” musical comedy
in 2 acts: Date & time: Friday Septem-
ber 25, 2015 at 8:00 pm

*Theatrical performance: “*Lord
Ddon't Forsake Us’- comedy: Date &
time: Friday October 1, 2015 at 8:00 pm

Venue: Alex Theatre- 216 N Brand
Blvd, Glendale CA 91203

www.massisweekly.com
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USC Bedrosian Center to Help Improve
Armenian Public Administration

USC Price

Bedrosian Center
on Governance

LOSANGELES-TheUniversity
of Southern CaliforniaBedrosian Cen-
ter on Governance and the Public En-
terprise has formed a unique relation-
shipwith Armenian educatorsand lead-
ers seeking a deeper understanding of
democratic and decentralized gover-
nance in the post-Soviet era of their
young republic.

Theeffortisspearheaded by Frank
Vram Zerunyan, a professor of the
practice of governance at USC Sol
Price School of Public Policy and di-
rector of the Executive Education Fo-
rum for Policy at the Bedrosian Cen-
ter, which offers an array of special-
ized non-degree certificate programs
designed to deepen public-sector lead-
ers' understanding of substantivepolicy
issues. Zerunyan has adapted the
program’s curricula into a series of
workshops and lecturesfor current and
future Armenian|eadersseekingtolead
theyoung democracy forward and away
from its long history of centralized
Soviet government influence.

“Armeniahasnot yet completely
shed its oligarchic past despite a great
desiretodo so by the Armenian people,
particularly the younger generation,”
Zerunyansaid. “ Thisprocessisslowed
by thefact that most Armenian institu-
tions of higher education don’t quite
match the quality of American univer-
sitiesintheareas of public administra-
tion, public policy, governance and
|leadership.”

Zerunyan, himself a two-term
mayor and current city council mem-
berinRolling HillsEstates, Calif.,isan
expert in local governments, public-
private partnerships, land useand regu-
lation. His local government experi-
ence — along with his own Armenian
heritage and command of the language
— uniquely qualifies him to guide
emerging leadersin Armenia.

Over the last month, Zerunyan
has taught the specialized curriculato
students, public officials and educa-
tors at the American University in Ar-
menia, the Public Administration Acad-
emy of the Republic of Armenia and
the Ministry of the Diaspora.

The lessons and workshops fo-
cused on helping current and future
|leaders in the 24-year-old former So-
viet Republic devel op auniqueroadmap

toward a more transparent and ac-
countable system with better local
oversight of policymaking and deliv-
ery of services.

“| always believed that govern-
ment should do for people what they
cannot do for themselves,” Zerunyan
said. “Asone of the best public affairs
school inthe nation and the world, our
goal is to bring our humble expertise
and to help Armenia’s current and
future leaders better understand how
to create a system of governance that
exists closer to the people it serves.”

The effort was so well received
that at the recommendation of high-
level government officials, Zerunyan
was appointed by the Academic Board
of the Public Administration Academy
of the Republic of Armenia to the
editorial council of the country’spres-
tigious Public Administration Scien-
tificJournal, whichischaired by Vigen
Sargsyan, head of the Armenian
president’s staff.

Zerunyan joins a lustrous group
of government leaders, including the
president and justices of therepublic’'s
Constitutional Court, government min-
isters, and recognized scholars from
within and outside of Armenia.

Zerunyan's efforts complement
the broader mission of the USC
Bedrosian Center, an applied research
center at the Price School that is dedi-
cated to understanding and fostering
effective democratic governance asan
essential component in ensuring the
betterment of local, national and global
communities.

Under Zerunyan’ sleadership, the
center will seek to expand itsrelation-
ship with Armenia and identify re-
sources and programs — both overseas
and on the USC campus —that support
a sustainable system of public admin-
istrationin Armenia.

it

The Judith and John Bedrosian
Center on Governance and the Public
Enterprise is an applied research cen-
ter with the goal promoting effective
government by building the profes-
sional capacity of public and nonprofit
institutions; shaping public dialogue
across the public, private, and non-
profit sectors on governance and insti-
tutional reform.

Turkey’s Human Rights Association

Continued frompagel

community and that Turkey was not
fulfillingthe European Unioncriteriait
had vowed to reach,” said Keskin.
Efforts to demolish the orphanage
— where thousands of Armenian or-
phans, including slain journalist Hrant
Dink, had grown up — began on May 6,
drawing widespread attention oncenews

broke on social media. Later in the day,
thedemolitionwasstopped whengroups
including activists and leading figures
from the Armenian community rushed
to the area to protest the destruction.
The protesters, who had held a
vigil for 19 days, vowed on May 27
that they would continue camping in
the area until the license for the build-
ingsis given to the foundation.
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Seasons, Westlake Village, CA

Save the Date

NOV. 7, 2015-Saturday, St. Peter Church Ladies Society 57th Annual
Fashion Show and Luncheon, One Hundred Y ears and Flourishing, at Four

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION

WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE

2015 GALA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2015
SAVE THE DATE
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