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** SARF CALL TO ACTION **
HASAKEH ARMENIANS FORCED TO ABANDON HOMES

SARF ONCE AGAIN CALLS ON COMMUNITY TO MOBILIZE IN SUPPORT OF
SYRIAN ARMENIANS

This morning, SARF held a conference call with its counterpart in Aleppo,
“SHDAB", and confirmed reports of the displacement of the entire Armenian
population of Hasakeh, a city in northeastern Syria which came under attack
from IS during the past weeks. Sources confirmed that the remaining 35
families (about 200 residents) have fled further north to Qamishli where they
have found temporary refuge among relatives and in local centers. We have
been informed that "SHDAB", which receives the bulk of its emergency
funding from SARF, has immediately dedicated resources to aid the fleeing
refugees, securing food, personal items and shelter in some situations.

At this point, many face uncertainty
regarding their immediate fate, let alone
any chances of returning to their homes

and belongings.

to another.

The war in Syria continues to range on
and spreads like wildfire from one region

We call upon our community
members to once again heed to our
call to action by donating generously

to help our sisters and brothers who today, more than ever, need our

WHAT WILL BE YOUR RESPONSE!

Donate Now! Online: www.syrianarmenianrelieffund.org or by mailing a

check to: SARF, P.0. Box 1948, Glendale, CA 91209,
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International Genocide Scholars Meet
in Armenia

YEREVAN -- TheInternational
Association of Genocide Scholars
(IAGS) began a conference of its
members in Y erevan on Wednesday,
underscoring its strong support for
greater international recognition of
the 1915 Armenian genocide in Otto-
man Turkey.

Thefive-day forumtitled “ Com-
parative Analysisof 20th Century Geno-
cides’ is attended by some 180 schol-
arsfrom around theworld specializing
inresearch of crimesagainst humanity
and seeking the prevention of more
such atrocities.

“2015 is an important year for
all Armenians worldwide in terms of
commemoration of the centennial of
the beginning of the Armenian geno-
cide,” the IAGS said last year in a
statement announcing the venue of its
12th meeting.

“The Armeniangenocideissome-
times considered as the first genocide
of the 20th century and in many ways
served as a template for subsequent
genocidal crimes,” it said. “2015 is
also isthe year of 70th anniversary of
the end of World War |1 and the Hol o-
caust.”

“Therefore, itisasignificanttime
to analyze both crimes and all geno-
cides of the 20th century in global and
comparative perspectives,” added the
association founded in 1994.

The IAGS conference is taking
place under the auspices of the Arme-
nian Genocide Museum- Institute in
Yerevan. President Serzh Sarkisian
underlined its significance for the Ar-
menian government with a speech at
the opening session of the forum.

“One hundred years have passed
sincethe Armenian genocide but noth-
ing hasbeenforgotten,” said Sarkisian.
“We have also not forgotten those
intellectuals, scholars and humanists
who ... have shed light on the crime
committed 100 years ago, making sure
that it is not veiled by time.”

Sarkisian went on to thank Pope
Francis, other world leaders and for-
eign states who publicly described the
1915 slaughter of some 1.5 million
Armenians as genocide shortly before
or after the April 24 ceremonies in
Armeniathat marked its centenary. “It
is in this context that | regard your
decision to hold your conference in
Armeniainthisimportant year of com-
memoration,” he said.

The IAGS, which unites over
500 mostly Western scholars, hasbeen
openly urging more nations to recog-
nizethe Armenian genocidesince 2007.
“The historical record on the Arme-
nian Genocide is unambiguous and
documented by overwhelming evi-
dence,” it said in a 2007 letter to
members of the U.S. Congress.

Armenia to Aquire Russian

‘Long-Range’ Weapons

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Arme-
nia will spend a $200 million loan
provided by Russia on buying, among
other things, “long-range” Russian-
made weapons, the Defense Ministry
in Yerevan said on Tuesday.

“With that sum we will acquire
new military hardware, including both
offensive and defensive weapons, as
well as new equipment as part of our
program of alarge-scale modernization
of the army,” the ministry spokesman,
ArtsrunHovannisian, told RFE/RL’ sAT-
menian service (Azatutyun.am).

Hovannisiandeclinedtoshed more
light on those weapons, saying only
that Armeniahasnot had some of them

initsmilitary arsenal until now.

The Russian “export credit” re-
payable in 13 years is designed to
finance fresh Russian arms suppliesto
the Armenian Armed Forces. Officials
in 'Y erevan say they will be purchased
at discount prices.

A Russian-Armenian agreement
on the loan disbursement was signed
on June 26 and ratified by Armenia’s
parliament on July 2. The ratification
coincided with a report by Russia's
official TASS newsagency saying that
Moscow and Y erevan are now negoti-
ating on the delivery of advanced

Continued on page2

Armenian Police Dismantle Barricades and

-

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Riot
police forcibly unblocked on Monday
Baghramian Avenueincentral Y erevan
that has been the scene of a nonstop
demonstration for the past two weeks
against acontroversial risein electric-
ity pricesin Armenia.

Only between 100 and 200 pro-
testers remained camped out on the
avenue when the police began disman-
tling their barricade. They went on to
carefully disperse the small crowd.

Y outh activists leading the pro-
tests and dozens of their supporters
were detained in the process. A police
spokesman subsequently put the num-
ber of detainees at 46.

“|1 think everyone will be set free
within three hours,” General Hunan
Poghosian, a deputy chief of the na-
tional police, told several opposition
parliamentarians who arrived at the
sceneimmediately after the start of the
operation overseen by him.

Thepolicedid not use batonsand
a water cannon or attack reporters in
sharp contrast withtheir violent crack-
down on a larger number of mostly
young protesters who first occupied
the street leading to the presidential
palace in Y erevan on June 22-23.

That crackdown only backfired,
|eading thousands more Armenians to
block the street and demand that the
authorities revoke the more than 17

Disperse Energy Hike Protesters

X

percent energy price hike. President
Serzh Sarkisian announced on June 27
that his government will subsidize the
price, meaning that Armenian house-
holds will not have to pay more for
electricity for the time being.

Over two weeks lasted protest ac-
tion against electricity priceincrease po-
lice forces could open one of the main
avenuesof Y erevan Baghramyan Avenue

No To Plunder, ayouth group that
launched the “Electric Yerevan” cam-
paign, urged the protesterson June 28 to
unblock Marshal Bagramian Avenue.
Most protesters rejected the appeal.
Nevertheless, attendance at the protests
fell dramatically in the following days.

The police ended the protests
early in the afternoon, just hours be-
fore the expiry of an ultimatum that
was issued by the new leaders of the
movement on Saturday. Thelatter said
they will advance further towards the
presidential palace unless the authori-
tiesfully and unconditionally meet their
demands by Monday evening.

The policewarned the remaining
protesters to disperse in a statement
that was issued shortly before the
operation. The protesters sat on the
road in hopes of making their dispersal
harder. The more numerous police
officers did not need much time to
drag them away and reopen traffic
through the street.

Armenian Electric Utility Fined
by Regulators

YEREVAN -- Just daysafter fac-
ing mass protests against an electricity
price hike, Armenia’s troubled power
distribution network wasfined 60 mil-
lion drams ($126,000) on Wednesday
for what state regulators called a vio-
lation of consumer rights.

The Public Services Regulatory
Commission (PSRC) penalized the
Electricity Networksof Armenia(ENA)
utility for demanding earlier this year
advance payments from residents of
newly built houses and apartment
blocks needing access to electricity.

The ENA’s embattled chief ex-
ecutive, Y evgeny Bibin, ordered such

paymentsinMarchinaddition to regu-
lar connection fees collected from new
consumers. The Russian-owned com-
pany promised to deduct correspond-
ing sumsfromtheir electricity billsfor
the next few years.

Many of thosehome ownersseek-
ing power suppliesrejectedthe ENA’s
extra charges, leading the PSRC to
investigate the matter.

Bibin told thecommissionthat he
rescinded his order on June 23 even
though he believesthat it wasjustified
given his company’s grave financial

Continued on page4
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Belgian Parliament Commission Passes
Armenian Genocide Resolution

BRUSSELS — The Foreign Af-
fairs Committee of the Belgian Cham-
ber of Deputies on Tuesday passed a
draft resolution on the commemora-
tion of the centenary of the Armenian
Genocide, Belgian websites report.

Earlier, the parliamentary major-
ity introduced adraft bill to be adopted
at the plenary session before the re-
cess. Draft bills were also introduced
by Humanist Democratic Centre, So-
cialist Party and “Flemish Interest”.

Theresol ution must now bevoted
in a plenary session of the House.
Three coalition parties abstained from
voting.

Last month Belgian PrimeMinis-
ter Charles Michel recognized on be-
half of his government the Armenian

| b
|
e .

-

Genocide perpetrated at the hands of
the Ottoman Empire 100 years ago.
The Belgian PM said the 1915-1917
events should be “considered geno-
cide”.

Russian Billionaire Intends to Settle
in Karabakh

KARABAKH (RFE/RL)-- A con-
troversial Russian businessman, who
had become one of the first Soviet
multimillionaires, appears to have
settled in Nagorno-Karabakh with his
family after reportedly fleeing Russia
for reasons that are not entirely clear.

German Sterligov, 48, seemed to
confirm on Tuesday his surprise relo-
cation to Karabakh. He said he will
explain it at a news conference in
Shushi next Monday.

Sterligov rose to prominence in
1990 when he founded, together with
several other Russian entrepreneurs,
the Soviet Union’s first commodities
exchange at the age of 24. It served as
a launch pad for a financial empire
with officesin London and New Y ork
which he built in the following years.

Sterligov subsequently became
known as a deeply religious man with
hardline nationalist viewsand extreme
hostility to science and technology,
which he accuses of destroying hu-
mankind. He tried unsuccessfully to
run for the Russian presidency in 2004
after failed bids to become mayor of
Moscow and governor of the vast
Krasnoyarsk region in Siberia.

In 2004, Sterligov abandoned
much of his wealth to move deep into
the Russian countryside and live a
traditional peasant lifestyle there with
his wife and five children. As he ex-

plained to the BBC afterwards, he
wanted to escape “the mercenary at-
mosphere, the envy and the hustle” of
Moscow.

Four years later, Sterligov
founded in central Russiathe Sloboda
rural commune that offered free hous-
ing, healthcare and other public ser-
vices to young and married Russians
willing to work there as farmers or
craftsmen. Later in 2008, he resumed
his entrepreneurial activities in Mos-
cow, setting up atrading and financial
services company.

The Russian media reported over
the weekend that the eccentric tycoon
wearingabigbushy beardisagainselling
off his assets and has left Russia for
Karabakh together with his family.

“Hewasforced toleavethecoun-
try by serious circumstances,” the
Interfax news agency quoted an aide
to Sterligov, Polina Sirota, as saying.
“It’s not bandits, it’s a higher level,”
she added without elaborating.

Some media outlets in Moscow
claimed that Sterligov fled Russia to
avoid prosecution in connection with
incriminating testimony that has been
given against him by two Russian ultra-
nationalists jailed for politically moti-
vated killings. Sterligov’ s ethnic Arme-
nianlawyer, Artur Ayrapetov, suggested
that this*“slander” provided only an*ad-
ditional incentive for his departure.”
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US House Ethics Committee to Investigate
Members Azerbaijani Funded Travel to Baku

WASHINGTON — The House
Ethics Committee failed to follow its
own rulesrequiring lawmakersto seek
pre-clearance for privately funded
travel in 2013, records show, a lapse
that now may have the committee in
the peculiar position of investigating
itself, USA TODAY reports.

Houserulescreated in December
2012 require all memberswho want to
go on trips paid for by private groups,
not the government, to seek clearance
from the Ethics Committee at least 30
days before the trip. But records ana-
lyzedby USA TODAY show that when
10 members and their staffers went on
a May 2013 trip to Azerbaijan, the
committeewasnot enforcing that stan-
dard.

The Ethics Committee approved
the travel for these members but is

now investigating whether thetripwas
improperly funded. Public records
suggest the committee may not have
required all of the travelersto comply
with the pre-travel approval rules.

The Azerbaijan trip was first in-
vestigated earlier this year by the Of-
fice of Congressional Ethics— asepa-
rate panel created to refer matters to
the Ethics Committee — but the com-
mittee asked OCE to shut down its
investigation, apparently thefirst time
it has made such a request since OCE
was created in 2007.

The Washington Post reportedin
May that the OCE has concluded the
trip, which was described as being
sponsored by several Turkish- and
Balkan-American non-profits, was in
fact improperly paid for by the state-
owned oil company of Azerbaijan.

Opera Star Lyubov Kazarnovskaya Blacklisted
by Azerbaijan Over Visit to Karabakh

BAKU—TheAzerbaijanForeign
Ministry hasblacklisted Russian opera
singer Lyubov Kazarnovskayabecause
of her recent visit to Karabakh, Baku
authorities said.

“Sheis*unwelcome” because her
visit violated Azerbaijan’s border law
and “promoted Armenia’s aggression
and occupation against Azerbaijan,”
includingits*bloody ethniccleansing”
of Azerbaijanis”, said ministry spokes-
man Hikmet Hadjiyev.

Kazarnovskayasaid it was a stu-
pid decision.

“1 went to Nagorno-Karabakh on
a cultural mission,” she said. “The
people in Nagorno-Karabakh do not
want any war. They want peace. They
want to give birth to children and hear
the soundsof music. Y ou cannot imag-
ine how much love and joy we have
received.”

Kazarnovskayasaid sheis happy
to keep company with Montserrat
Caballe, who was also blacklisted.

“The human spirit is beyond any
politics or aggression. Music is some-
thing that the Lord bestowed on us,”
she said.

Kazarnovskaya attended the fes-
tival along with many of her students.

Kazarnovskaya is the latest in-
clusionintheAzeri “blacklist” of more
than 300 prominent individuals who
have paid “unauthorized” trips to
Nagorno-Karabakh. Itisoftenreferred
to as the Montserrat Caballe list.
Azerbaijan declared the Spanish opera
diva a persona non grata over her trip
to Karabakh in 2013.

Armenia to Aquire Russian ‘Long-Range’ Weapons

Continued frompagel

Iskander-M missilestotheArmenianarmy.

Hovannisian declined to deny or
confirm the report. “1 cannot say any-
thing concrete,” he said. “We are dis-
cussing with the Russian side acquisi-
tion of varioustypesof offensiveweap-

onry.” Thoseincludelong-rangeweap-
ons, he added without elaborating.

With afiring range of around 500
kilometers, the Iskander-M systems
are one of the most potent weapons of
their kind that could have important
implicationsfor themilitary balancein
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.
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Armenian, French Prime Ministers

Inaugurate New Armenian School

y

PARIS — On July 4, Hovik
Abrahamian, Prime Ministers of Arme-
nia, and Manuel Valls, PrimeMinister of
France attended the opening ceremony
of new Armenian collegein Alfortville.
The event was also attended by French
National Assembly Speaker Claude
Bartolone, Armenia Education and Sci-
enceMinister ArmenAshotian, Minister
of DiasporaHranush Hakobian, Minister
of AgricultureSergo K arapetian, Deputy
Foreign Minister Karen Nazarian, mem-
bers of French Parliament, the ambassa-
dors of the two countries, the Mayor of
Alfortville, SD Hunchakian Party Centeral
committe chairman Hagop Dikranian,
Member of Lebanese Parliament Sebuh
Kapakian (SDHP), Armenian commu-
nity representatives and clergy.

Onthisoccasion Armenia’ sPrime
Minister Abrahamian granted a Com-
memorative Medal of the RA Prime
Minister to benefactor Kevork Arabian
for his notable contributions to the con-
struction of the school, aswell asto the
development of Armenian culture and
preservation of the Armenian identity.

In his speech at the event, French
Prime Minister Valls stated the follow-
ing: “1"mhappy tobein Alfortvilletoday
and to participate in the opening of an
Armenian school since the opening cer-
emony is a very important moment for
France. It indicates the presence of
youth and the preservation of national
values.” Hementionedthat Francewould
aways support the youth since they are
the inheritors of the country.

Kevork Arabian Armenian school
project was conducted by The APCAF
(Association for the Promotion of Ar-
menian Culture in France), in partner-
ship with the Alfortville Municipality.
Archbishop Norvan Zakarian former
Primate of French Armenian Church
diocese was instrumental in the estab-
lishment of the school.

Arabian school is a private school
under contract. It covers 1,585 square
metersandisbuilt alongthe Seine. It will
open its doors in September 2015 with
300 students from elementary school
with aview of opening a college in the
future.

A Vote of Witness and Solidarity
from the UCC

GLENDALE -- On June 29 at its
Thirtieth General Synod in Cleveland,
Ohio, theUnited Church of Christ unani-
mously passed a Resolution of Witness
recognizing the Armenian Genocide. It
joins other denominations, such as the
Presbyterian Church (USA), whichhave
passed similar resol utionsin observance
of this centennial year.

The UCC’s Resolution, called
“Commemorating 100 Y ears Since the
Armenian Genocide”, reiterates its pre-
vious statements on the Genocide, and
callsfor vigilanceagainst similar crimes
perpetrated against any people group.
Submitted by the UCC’s Wider Church
Ministries office, it reaffirms the
denomination’ spartnershipwiththeArme-
nian community, spanning over a century
and ahalf, and cdlsattentionto theeyewit-
nessaccountsof itsown missionariesinthe
OttomanEmpirewhogaveshelterandrelief
to the survivors of the massacres and
deportations, and in some cases gave their
livesalongside Armenians.

Theresolution also liftsup the 1.1
millionmember denomination’ sconnec-
tions with partner bodies such as the
Armenian Missionary Association of
America(AMAA) and the Union of Ar-
menian Evangelical ChurchesintheNear
East. As well, nine of the 34 member
churches of the Armenian Evangelical

Union of North America (AEUNA) are
also members of the United Church of
Christ.

In presenting thisResolutiontothe
1,500 delegates and guests in atten-
dance, the Executive Minister of UCC'’s
Wider Church Ministries, the Rev. Dr.
James Moos, read a statement by the
Rev. Nishan Bakalian, representing the
AEUNA, aswell asoneby Rev. Michelle
Torigian, pastor of St. Paul United Church
of Christin Cincinnati. In his statement,
Rev. Bakalian stressed the need not just
for recognition, but also for continuing
beyond that toward actions that would
lay the groundwork for justice to be
done. Bakalian stated that because coun-
tries like Turkey are able to deny their
responsibility without being penalized,
“the very same arc of violence [contin-
ues to be] the daily bread of Muslims,
Christians, Yezidis and others in Syria
and Irag, in the same regions where one
and a half million of my ancestors were
condemned to death.”

The officers of the United Church
of Christ will use this Resolution to join
with Armenians worldwide to continue
their struggle for justice and peace as
Jesus himself taught, and will strengthen
thecallstocountriesliketheUnited States
and Turkey to end their equivocation and
denial of thesehistorically provenevents.
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Conference on “Shifting Identities: Changes
in the Social, Political, and Religious
Structures in the Arab World”

CYPRUS -- Responding to an
invitation from the Diyar Consortium/
Dar al-Kalima University College for
Artsand Culturebased in Bethlehem, a
group of Christian academicians and
young graduates, supported by Mus-
lim intellectual s and academics, gath-
ered together in 2014 to contemplate
on the challenges, opportunities, and a
possible role within the Arab world.
Together they developed a document
entitled” FromtheNiletothe Euphrates:
A Call of Faith and Citizenship.” The
document was launched in Beirut on
December 5, 2014, which coincided
with the establishment of a platform
for Middle Eastern thought, communi-
cation, and dialogue called The Chris-
tian Academic Forum for Citizenship
inthe Arab World (CAFCAW).

Diyar's11"international confer-
ence was held from July 3to 5inin
Pafos, Cyprus. Dar al-KalimaUniver-
sity College of Arts and Culture, the
academic arm of Diyar, in cooperation
with The Christian Academic Forum
for Citizenshipinthe ArabWorld orga-
nized an international conference en-
titled “ Shifting Identities: Changes in
thesocial, political, andreligiousstruc-
turesin the Arab World”.

In the last ten years, several pa-
pers, doctoral theses, and books have
been published, focusing on certain
aspects related to the changes in the
Middle East region and their impact on
the Christian communities, their quest
for citizenship and identity formation.
The conference aimed at providing a
forum for sharing such research, for
interaction and dial ogue among schol -
ars and researchers from around the
globe. The conference proceedings
will be made accessible to a wider
public very soon.

Theparticipation of scholarsfrom
different parts of the world not only
brought to the event international
scope, different persuasions and per-
spectives but also fostered an ecu-
menical, interdisciplinary, multi-eth-
nic and multi-cultural environment,
dialogues, and philosophy. The pro-
gram gathered a group of scholars,
social scientists and anthropologists,
and expertsin social, religious, politi-
cal, and economic studies of diverse
scholarly, denominational, and national
backgrounds. The conference was
conducted in English.

H.E. Mr. Leonidas Pantelides,
Ambassador Director of Middle East
and North Africa Department of the
Republic of Cyprus, welcomed the par-
ticipantsin his opening speech and con-
veyed the greetings of H.E. Mr. loannis
Kasoulides, Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Papers Presented

Specifically, thefollowing are the
titles of the papers that were presented
during the three-day conference:

- “The Christian presence in the
Middle East: A century of shifting | den-
tities” by Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, Dar Al-
KaimaUniversity College

- “’Disentangling’ some knots;
narratives and counter-narratives of
the Christian presence in the contem-
porary Middle East” by Dr. Paolo
Maggiolini, University of Milan

- “Theshifting acculturation ori-
entation of Palestinian Christian adoles-
centsin Isragl” by Dr. Salim Munayer,
BethlehemBibleCollege

- “The complexities of belong-
ing: The case of Palestinian Christians
andthelDF” by Rev. Dr. Pieter Donkers,
Protestant Theological UniversityinThe
Netherland

- PaestinianJerusalem Christians
position on the future status of Jerusa-
lem—resultsandfindings’ by Dr. Micha?
Ziemowit Buaeko, University of Krakow

- “Towards an ecclesiological
anthropology of Levantine Christian
‘identity’” by Dr. Mark Daniel Calder,
University of Aberdeen

- “Transcultural processes
through American missionary work in
L ebanon: How Protestantsin L ebanon
deal with the legacy of their history”
by Dr. UtaZeuge-Buberl, University of
Vienna

- “Shifting ldentities in the
Middle East: An Armenian experience
in the process of change and the Un-
derstanding of the Other” by Dr. Hrayr
Jebejian, The Bible Society inthe Gulf

- “New Christiansinthelslamic
Republic of Iran: regional and global
implications” by Dr. Marcin Rzepka,
Pontifical University of John Paul Il in
Krakaw

- “Revisions of school text-
books: a mirror image of the conflict
partiesin Syria’ by ViolaRaheb, Uni-
versity of Vienna

- “Christiansof the Arab World
are changing and challenging the reli-
gious and cultural discourse in Swe-
den” by Rev. Sune Fahlgren,
Stockholm School of Theology

- “Contemporary Feminisms in
Lebanon: Lights in the tunnel” by Dr.
Pamela Chrabieh, American University
inDubai

- “Thesocia mediaasameansof
social and cultural integration for reli-
gious communitiesin the Eastern Medi-
terranean” by Dr. Evangelos Venetis,
Hellenic Foundation for European and
Foreign Policy in Athens

- “Apocalyptic view of history
and the challenge of Christian presence
in the Middle East” Dr. Nicolas Abou
Mrad, Sorbonne University

- “Psychological profiles of the
Arab people: Ingrained paradoxes’ by
Ms. MayaKhadra, Université Saint-Es-
prit deKaslik in Lebanon

- “Theologica responses for the
rormation of required changes in the
MiddleEast” by Dr. SylvieAvakian, Near
East School of Theology in Lebanon

Dr. Jebegjian’s contribution

Thisis how Dr. Jebejian, General
Secretary of The Bible Society in the
Gulf began his paper:

| am a Lebanese-Armenian who
has lived with the dual identities and
histories that have been examples of
struggleandsurvival: thefirst one, Leba-
nese, with its local and regional con-
flicts, and the second one, Armenian, in
its perseverance for a national identity
and asolution to ajust cause: the recog-
nition of thefirst ethnic cleansing of the
20" century, the Armenian Genocide.

Continued on page4
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Sixtieth anniversary of Haigazian University  Kirk Kerkorian's Tracinda Corp. to Produce
to be celebrated at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

LOS ANGELES -- The Arme-
nian community of Los Angelesis set
to mark the 60" anniversary of
Haigazian University with a string of
extraordinary celebrations this fall.

The centerpiece of eventswill be
aonce-in-a-lifetime LA Opera double
bill, which Haigazian supporters will
have the opportunity to attend as a
group. Starring world-renowned tenor
Placido Domingo and featuring two
works by Puccini, Gianni Schicchi
and Pagliacci, the performancewill be
held at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
on the evening of Saturday, October 3,
2015. The performance will be pre-
ceded by a black-tie cocktail recep-
tion, followed by the Haigazian Uni-
versity 60" anniversary Gala Supper,
with guests of honor including Placido
Domingo.

Theanniversary eventsare being
organized by the recently established
Haigazian University 60" Gala Com-
mittee, co-chaired by philanthropists
Harry Nadjarian and Tina Segel. An
Honorary Committee has also been
formed, with membersincluding Gov-
ernor George Deukmejian, Dr. Vartan
Gregorian, Zubin Mehta, Ambassador
Edward Djerejian, Baroness Caroline
Cox and Mrs. Joyce Philibosian Stein,
among others.

Proceeds from the anniversary
events will benefit a major expansion
of the Haigazian University Endow-
ment Fund. “ The purpose of the 60'"-
anniversary eventsistwofold,” Harry
Nadjarian said. “First, we'd like to
introduce more of our community to
Haigazian University and its magnifi-
cent tradition of academic excellence;
and second, we seek to raise support
for the expansion of the Haigazian
University Endowment Fund, which
will enable the university to widen the
scope of its programs and become
self-sustaining for the next 60 years
and beyond.”

Established in Beirut, Lebanon,
in 1955, Haigazian University is the
diaspora s only Armenian university.
With a broad liberal-arts curriculum
and a strong emphasis on diversity, it
offers bachelor’'s and master’s de-
grees aswell as ateaching diploma. It
isattended by L ebanese and Armenian
students from 20 countries. Over the
decades, graduates of the university
have gone on to become accomplished
Armenologists, entrepreneurs, teach-
ers, scientists, academicians, and reli-
gious and community leaders.

Sona Hamalian, a Haigazian
alumnawho is a philanthropic advisor
and fundraiser, joined the Haigazian
University 60" GalaCommitteein sup-
port of her aima mater. “When Mr.
Harry Nadjarian asked me to join the
committee, | agreed at once because
his passion as an exemplary philan-
thropist eager to help our beloved uni-
versity was unmistakable,” she said.
“What a great pleasure it is to work
with our Gala Committee for the
Haigazian cause!”

Hamalian, who earned adegreein
Armenian Literature from Haigazian,
has held postswith the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America and
other |eading Armenian organi zations.
She later helped found the academic
programs of the American University
of Armeniaand worked with anumber
of international development organiza-
tionsincluding the EurasiaFoundation
and Catholic Relief Services. The
founder and president of thefundraising
and public-relationsfirm Creative Net-
works, she has also trained nonprofit
organizationsin Afghanistan.

Asshereminisced about her stud-
iesat Haigazian University, Hamalian
said, “Those four years were among
the most wonderful, most genuinely
rewarding timesof my life. | also have
the fondest memories of Dr. John
Markarian, the university’s founding
president, who just turned 98! Heisan
outstanding, highly dedicated |eader
who capably steered the university
during the most challenging years of
the Lebanese Civil War.”

The upcoming anniversary events
will kick off under the stars in the
beautiful Music Center Plaza with a
private champagne reception. Guests
will then be guided into the Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion where Placido
Domingowill singthetitleroleof Gianni
SchicchiinWoody Allen’ shilariousstag-
ing of Puccini’s comic masterwork.
Following the intermission, Domingo
will conduct Franco Zeffirelli’ sepicpro-
duction of Pagliacci. Thenight’sculmi-
nating event will be the Gala Supper,
with guests of honor including Placido
Domingo and a distinguished roster of
dignitaries and community leaders.

Ticket information to be pub-
lished soon.

Haigazian University wasfounded
in 1955 through the joint efforts of the
Armenian Missionary Association of
America and the Union of Armenian
Evangelical ChurchesintheNear East.

Film on Armenian Genocide

LOS ANGELES -- Tracinda
Corp., the holding company founded
by the late Kirk Kerkorian, has un-
veiled production company Survival
Pictureswith the Christian Bale-Oscar
Isaac drama“The Promise” asitsfirst
project, Variety haslearnedexclusively.

Survival is described as telling
stories of “perseverance, endurance
and the inextinguishable fire of the
human spirit” to reflect Kerkorian's
values. Kerkorian, who bought and
sold MGM and United Artists three
times, died on June 16 at the age of 98.

“The Promise” will be produced
and financed by Survival Pictures
managers Eric Esrailian and Anthony
Mandekic, with “Hotel Rwanda’ di-
rector Terry George helming from a
script he wrote with Robin Swicord.

The story is set during the last
days of the Ottoman Empire, which
was dissolved in 1922, with shooting
in Portugal and the Canary Islands
scheduled for the fall. Mike Medavoy
(“Black Swan") is producing for his
Phoenix Picturesbanner with Esrailian,
Ralph Winter (“X-Men”) and William
Horberg (“Milk").

The script centers on a love tri-
anglewithamedical student, an Ameri-
can journalist based in Paris and a
beautiful and sophisticated woman.
Bale will play the reporter, and I saac
will portray the student, who's con-
flicted by old-world traditions.

Bale was last seen in “Exodus:
Gods and Kings’ and starsin two com-
pleted TerrenceMalick titles—“ Knight
of Cups” and“Weightless.” Isaacwill be
seen in “Star Wars: The Force Awak-
ens’ and “X-Men: Apocalypse.”

LongtimeKerkorian attorney and
spokesperson Patricia Glaser said,
“Survival Pictures was born out of
Kirk Kerkorian’s unwavering dedica-
tion to telling inspiring human stories
for audiences around the world. ‘ The
Priomise’ will be a wonderful love
story and will open the door to the
championing of human rights. This
film fulfills a longstanding dream for
Mr. Kerkorian, who was thrilled to
participateinthedevel opment and cast-
ing process.”

Conference on Shifting Identities

Continued frompage3

The two identities have one thing in
common: thestruggletobuildalifeinthe
midst of uncertainties, a life that goes
much further than the personal dimen-
sion and embraces different aspects of
the community at large.

Underlining his hybrid identities,
Dr. Jebejian said,

| often find myself giving a his-
tory lessontowhoever asksme, “Where
do you come from?’ To put it simply,
| usualy say, “I am Armenian, but |
wasnot bornin Armenia. | wasbornin
Lebanon. | have Lebanese nationality,
but | am not an Arab. My father is a
survivor of the Armenian Genocidewho
first sought refuge in Aleppo, Syria,
and then settled in Lebanon.”

Enumerating thedifferent signifi-
cant erasin the Armenian community’s
history in Lebanon from 1915 to the
present —thecentenary of the Armenian
Genocide, Dr. Jebejian emphasized that
for many such a history, punctuated
with tragedies, threatens identity, cer-
tainty, and authority and thus impacts
religious, economic, and social life.

Dr. Jebgjian explained that the
momentum and the process of change,
including the shifting of identities,
should not be a surprising phenom-
enon, especially if it islooked at from
a Christian perspective. He quoted

Mugambi and Guy who argue that
theology requires human progress be-
cause Jesus started the change pro-
cess with his disciples and went on
changing each and every person He
met. For him, the Christian Church is
an integral part of this same human
history and is equally responsible for
changinghistory by changingthepeople
they encounter, irrespective of their
national, ethnic, and cultural identities.

Dr. Jebejian concluded his paper
thus:

As fourth generation Armenians
my children carry the pain of the Geno-
cide and so does every Armenian. We
carry the pain of our ancestors who
were massacred and also the pain of
being deprived of living in our home-
land. The same pain has enriched my
life, though. Also, it has helped me to
understand the pain of the Other. This
same pain made me realize that it is
possible to live, prosper, and dream in
the context of multiple identities.

Based on his personal experi-
ences and “the present gloomy, uncer-
tain” political sceneintheMiddleEast,
Dr. Jebejian said, “The challenge of
theChurchingeneral andintheMiddle
East in particular isto first understand
the Other, the Other inits own context
and to experience the dynamism of life
within the path of each and every one
of the Other.”

Armenian Electric Utility Fined

Continued frompagel

situation. “Isthat right orwrong? That is

certainly bad for consumers,” he said.
Robert Nazarian, thePSRC chair-

man, rejected the explanation. “1f you

decidewhat isright and what iswrong,
then why are you dealing with this
commission in the first place?’ said
Nazarian. “You can give yourself or-
ders and ignore Armenia’s laws and
regulations.”
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NOV. 7, 2015-Saturday, St. Peter Church Ladies Society 57th Annual
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