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Constitutional Amendments to Transform

Armenia into a Parliamentary Republic

YEREVAN -- A state commis-
sion formed by President Serzh
Sarkisian on Wednesday publicizedits
draft constitutional amendments en-
visaging Armenia stransformationinto
aparliamentary republicwithalargely
ceremonial head of state not elected by
popular vote.

The amendments reaffirm the
commission’ sbelief that the executive
authority in the country must be fully
vested in the prime minister and their
cabinet formed by the parliamentary
magjority. The prime minister would
also be empowered to pick the chief of
staff of Armenia’'s armed forces and
would become their commander-in-
chief in times of war.

By contrast, the president of the
republic would be stripped of their
presently sweeping powers. Under the
amendments submitted to Sarkisian,
the head of state would be elected for
a 7-year term by an electoral college
comprising members of the Armenian
parliament and representativesof local

governments.

The proposed changesal so stipu-
latethat the 131-member National As-
sembly will be elected only on the
party-list basis. That would lead to the
abolition of 41 single-seat constituen-
cies that have been critical for
Sarkisian’s control of the parliament
ensured through his Republican Party
of Armenia(HHK).

However, this change could be
offset by another draft amendment
mandating the conduct of a second
round of voting if no political party or
blocwinsaclear parliamentary major-
ity. The run-off parliamentary vote
would pit thetwo | eading el ection con-
tenders against each other.

The Sarkisian administration is
expected to put the amendments on a
referendum later this year or early
next.

Most Armenian opposition par-
ties are categorically against the pro-
posed switch to the parliamentary re-
public.

Karabakh: Return to 1991 Borders is
Out of Question

STEPANAKERT (Panorama.am)
-- The position of official Stepanakert
on asettlement of the Karabakh conflict
remainsunchanged: eliminatingtherea-
sons, rather than the consequences,
should bethemainkey direction, David
Babayan - the spokesman for President
of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic —
told Panorama.am when commenting
on the July 14 interview of U.S. Co-
Chair of the OSCE Minsk Group James
WarlicktotheRussiandaily ‘ Vedomosti’.
In the interview, Warlick, called the
territories surrounding Nagorno-
Karabakh “occupied”, saying that they
must be returned to Azerbaijan.
Babayan said that no good will
come of attempts to address the con-
sequenceswithout considering therea-
sons. “ The fact that we have different
borders and a different military and
political situation today is a conse-
guence of military reasons. If these
reasons are not resolved, how can one
address the consequences?” the
spokesman expressed his perplexity.
He said that it is impossible to
speak about the return of territories or
other issues as long as there is no
political decisiononstatusof theNKR.
“We have repeatedly stated that
we are not opposed to discussing any
issues. We stated about our readiness
to discuss the refugee problem, but it
should be done on the basis of equal
principles. Azerbaijani refugees may
not return if Armenian refugees do not
returnto Baku, Sumgait and other cities
wherethey livedand created,” Babayan
said, noting that any changes to the
borders are out of the question simply
for the reason that this cannot guaran-

teethesecurity of thepeopleof Artsakh.

“We repeatedly said that the re-
turn of territoriesisimpossible - being
an enclave, Artsakh, with its former
borders, cannot exist and defend it-
self. Besides, the adversary istempted
to solvethe problem by military means
and commit a new genocide. It is a
fact, it is history, we are not speaking
about theoretical things. They have
mai ntai ned ablockade since 1988, they
organized pogroms throughout the
former Azerbaijani Soviet Republic,
committed Sumgait pogroms, deported
Armenian population of northern
Artsakh. And now we need to forget it
and return to the territories existing in
1988 so that all of us will be massa-
cred? Imagine that the enemy again
establishes control over Karvachar
where our rivers head —rivers such as
Arpaand Vorotan that flow into Lake
Sevan making up 80% of Armenia’s
water resources. The enemy will just
poison this water to commit yet an-
other genocide. Therewas a precedent
in 1990 when they poisoned the springs
that supply water to Stepanakert. All

Continued on page4

Garo Paylan Calls for Free Transport Tolls

on Every Religious Holiday

ISTANBUL -- Waiving the tolls
on bridges and highways during Is-
lamic holidays should be extended to
other religious holidays, as Turkey
doesn’t only have Muslim citizens, but
also citizensof many other faithgroups
whose holidaysshould belikewisecel-
ebrated, a member of parliament has
said an filed a motion, the Hurriyet
Daily News reports.

Each year, during the Muslim
holidaysof Eid al-Fitrand Eid al-Adha,
citizensuse bridges and highwaysfree
of charge as “a holiday gesture,” Ar-
menian Garo Paylan of the Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) recalled on
July 15, while also underlining he fa-
vors the practice because he believes
the use of public goods and infrastruc-
ture should be free for citizens.

“However, this practice should
not makeusforget thereality that there
are Christian, Jewish and Y azidi citi-
zens and citizens from other religions
in Turkey. These ancient peoples liv-
ing in these territories are not solely
celebrating Eid al-Fitrand Eid al-Adha,
but are also celebrating religious holi-
days like Christmas, Easter, Rosh
Hashanah and Carsemba Sor. How-

ever, these ancient holidays being cel -
ebrated in Anatolia for thousands of
years are today ignored by the state,”
Paylan said in a written statement.

“According to the constitution
and universal democratic norms, the
state should approach every religion
andeach of itscitizensequally,” Paylan
said, adding the practice concerning
the free use of bridges and highways
should be extended to citizens from
other religions too.

The HDP Istanbul deputy filed a
related motion to parliament, noting that
he would shortly introduce a bill too.

Armenia Hails International Agreement on

Iran Nuclear Program

YEREVAN -- Armeniapromptly
welcomed on Tuesday ahistoric inter-
national agreement that was reached
on Iran’s nuclear program, as a result
of determined, constructive efforts by
Iran and the international mediators,
Armenian Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian said in aspecial statement.

“Thislong-awaited agreement is
animportant achievement that will help
tostrengtheninternational and regional
stability and cooperation,” Nalbandian
said. “Wearehopeful that it will givea
further boost to the expansion of
Armenia’ seconomic cooperationwith
friendly Iran and the implementation
of bilateral projects.”

Official Yerevan reacted just as
quickly and positively when Iran, the
U.S., the European Union, Russia and
Chinaworked out the main parameters
of thedeal inearly April. Thefinal deal

envisagesagradual lifting of crippling
international sanctionsimposed onlran
because of its alleged efforts to de-
velop nuclear weapons.

“The sanctions have inhibited
our relations with Iran,” one of
Nalbandian’s deputies, Shavarsh
Kocharian, told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service (Azatutyun.am) onApril 3. He
said the sanction relief would there-
fore bode well for increased trade
between the two neighboring states.

The Armenian ambassador in
Tehran, Artashes Tumanian, also un-
derlined Yerevan's strong interest in
the lifting of the sanctionsin an inter-
view with the Iranian newspaper
“Donya-e Eqtesad” given ahead of the
Vienna accord. “ The economic situa-
tion in the whole region would funda-

Continued on page2
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Youth Activists Demand Action Against
Police Brutality

YEREVAN --
More than a hundred
activistsbriefly blocked
amajor Yerevan street
on Tuesday asthey ral-
lied to demand punish-
ment for police offic-
ers who used exces-
sive force during re- 8
cent street protests
against an electricity
price hike.

Theactivistscar-
ried pictures of high-
ranking police officers who they be-
lieve must be sacked because of the
June 23 violent crackdown on their
“Electric Yerevan” movement. The
demonstration was organized by No
ToPlunder, ayouth groupthat launched
and initially led those protests.

The small crowd sat on the
ground at abusy street intersectionin
the city center for about 20 minutes.
It resumed its march to the Office of
the Prosecutor-General after senior
police officersat the scene threatened
to forcibly unblock traffic.

In a petition handed to the law-
enforcement agency, the No To Plun-
der leaders demanded official “guar-
antees’ that theviolent policemenwill
be held accountable.

Themostly young activistswere
not satisfied with Monday’ sannounce-
ment that nine officers, including a
deputy chief of the Yerevan police,
have been subjected to disciplinary
action in connection with the June 23
violence. The Armenian police said
that their “internal inquiry” into the

abuses is continuing.

Another law-enforcement
agency, the Special Investigative
Service, isholding aparallel, crimi-
nal investigation into the use of
force criticized by Western pow-
ers and human rights groups, nota-
bly Human Rights Watch (HRW).
It has not charged anyone yet.

Rachel Denber, an HRW direc-
tor for Europe and Central Asia, reit-
erated the New York-based
watchdog’'s “serious concerns” on
Tuesday. “There really needs to be a
full investigation into those actions,”
she told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am) in Y erevan. She said
the investigation must also be trans-
parent “so that the public can assess
whether the steps taken were ad-
equate.”

Denber also urged the Armenian
authorities to refrain from breaking up
further peaceful demonstrations. “As
longasprotestsarepeaceful , thereshould
not be force used against them,” she
said.

French Ambassador:

Minsk Group Format Irreplaceable:

YEREVAN -- The OSCE Minsk
Group remains irreplaceable as a me-
diator in the settlement of the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict, and the three co-
chairing countries continue to work
harmoniously with each other, French
Ambassador to ArmeniaJean-Francois
Charpentier told a press conference
today.

The Ambassador said the Minsk
Group Co-Chairs are expected to visit
the region next week.

As for the possibility of a Blitz-
krieg, the Ambassador said such pre-
dictions are more of a speculation.

Jean-Francois Charpentier isopti-
mistic about Armenia’s European
agenda. He sees no inconsistency be-
tweentheEurasian Economic Unionand
the European Union. As a proof, he
reminded about the discussions at Riga
Summit on the possibility of a new

agreement between Armeniaandthe EU.

France al so has new programs of
cooperation with Armenia, the Am-
bassador said. This fall Yerevan will
host a large Armenian-French busi-
ness forum and ameeting of Ministers
of Francophonie countries.

Armenia Hails International Agreement

Continued frompagel

mentally change and obviously Arme-
nia too would take advantage of new
favorable conditions,” Tumanian told
the paper, according to the Armenian
Foreign Ministry.
Armeniangovernment datashows
that the volume of Armenian-Iranian
trade stood at arelatively modest $290
million last year, accounting for less

than 5 percent of Armenia’s overall
foreign trade. Armenia also uses Iran
as a transit route for its trade with
other Middle Eastern statesand China.

Thelong-standing sanctionshave
hampered the implementation of Ar-
menian-lranian energy projects such
as the $350 million construction of a
big hydroelectric plant on the Arax
river separating the two countries.
Y erevan and Tehran also plan to build
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Armenian Script Receives Green Light from
ICANN

YEREVAN
(Armradio.am) -- The
Generation Panel for the
Armenian Script Root
Zone Label Generation
Ruleshasbeenapproved,
according to the Internet
Corporationfor Assigned
Names and Numbers
(ICANN), after evaluat-
ingtheway itfollowsthe
set of rules included in
the document which reglements this
aspect, Domain News reports.

The ICANN specialists have re-
viewed all the documentation that the
Armenian script community has sent
for evaluation, to make sure that it
meets the parameters established in
the LGR Procedure.

Now that it has been accepted,
the Armenian Script can begin devel-
oping the label generation directions.

ICANN’s contribution to this
project will beto offer aworking place
on their website where any of the
relevant suggestions and news about
the project will be published and dis-
cussed.

For the future, additional scripts
will be developed, among which we
could mention Greek, Japanese, L atin,
Arabic, Thai, Cyrillic, Hebrew or Ko-
rean.

Golden Apricot 12th International Film
Festival Opens in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- The opening cer-
emony of Golden Apricot 12thY erevan
International Film Festival took place
at Spendiarian Opera and Ballet The-
atre of Yerevan on July 12.

The week of the festival started
withthetraditional morning presscon-
ferences. During the press conference
the Armenian PanoramaNational Com-
petition participants Marine and Sona
Kocharians (How to cross (from Jiliz
to Jiliz)), Vahram Mkhitarian (The
Shepherd’ ssong) and Alex I gitbashian
and Emili Mkrtchian (Traversed) pre-
sented their films.

The second half of the day was
the Golden Apricot’ snon-official start-
ing point with the traditional Apricot
blessing ceremony, which was held in
St. Anna church this year. During the
first day of the festival famous Italian
actress Ornella Muti had a meeting
with the press and the fans.

The screening of the Golden
Apricot 's opening film Don't Tell
Me the Boy Was Mad by French-
Armenian film director Robert

Guediguian was held. The film, that
had itsinternational premiere during
the 2015 Cannes Film festival’s out
of competition program, partially talks
about the Genocide and tellsthe story
of the generation of 1970-1980, who
carried out armed struggle for rec-
ognition.

In the evening the official open-
ing was held at National Academic
Theater of Operaand Ballet . Honorary
guests, the participants of the compe-
tition and non-competition programs
walked through the red carpet cer-
emony. During the opening ceremony
famous film stars Ornella Muti and
Nastassja Kinski were given the
"Pargjanov Thaler" Awards.

“2015 is a special year. Golden
Apricot Festival organized screenings
in various countries to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide. The festival carried out the
program ‘Never Again’ dedicated to
the Genocide's centenary,” French
Armenianfilmdirector SergeAvedikian
said at the opening ceremony.

a new high-voltage transmission line
that will enable Armeniato export much
more electricity to the Islamic Repub-
lic and import larger volumes of Ira-
nian natural gas.

Close relations with Iran have
long been amatter of national consen-

sus in Armenia, reflecting the land-
locked country’s unresolved conflicts
and closed borders with two other
Muslim neighbors; Azerbaijanand Tur-
key. Iran aswell as Georgia have been
Armenia’ ssole conduitsto the outside
world ever since its independence.
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US Law Firm Files Lawsuit to Return

Armenian Property in Incirlik Turkey

LOS ANGELES -- A lawsuit to
return the properties, formerly be-
longing to Armenians and confiscated
during the 1915 Genocide in Incirlik
was filed in 9th Circuit Court. “Its
progressiscontingent on another, simi-
lar case that is awaiting a ruling from
the Supreme Court of the United
States,” Prominent Armenian lawyer
Vartkes Y eghiayan told Armenpress.

Three Armenian-Americans,
Los Angeles-area residents Rita
Mahdessian and Anais Haroutunian,
and Alex Bakalian of Washington,
D.C., who have deeds proving own-
ership of properties stolen from their
familiesduring the Genocide, are seek-
ing compensation for 122 acres of land
in the Adana region of Turkey where
the strategic Incirlik U.S. Air Base is
partly located on their property.

Y eghiaiansaidthat thecaseagainst
the Getty Museum, filed in 2010 on
behalf of the Armenian Catholicosate of
Ciliciain order to regain ownership of
eight canon table pages illustrated by
medieval Armenianmanuscriptillumina-
tor TorosRoglin, isin the final stage of
negotiations.

The lawyer stressed that talks

with Turkish attorneys are currently
underway in order to satisfy the claims
of over a hundred clients whose fami-
lies once owned propertiesin Turkey.
Yeghiaian's law firm has also been
asked to investigate property claims
made by Protestant and Catholic
Churches.

Inaddition, thelaw firm has pub-
lished seven books on the Armenian
Genocide, and prepares another one
on confiscated Armenian properties
for publication.

Since2004, Y eghiaian’ sfirmhas
been able to reach agreements with
two insurance companies to secure
compensation for the descendants of
Genocide victims.

UNESCO Conference Adopts Yerevan
Declaration, Condemning Cultural Vandalism

YEREVAN (tert.am) -- The
UNESCO 70th anniversary conference
hasadopted thejoint Y erevan Declara-
tion strongly condemning cultural van-
dalism.

At the concluding session of the
event, entitled “Cultural Policy and
Policy for Culture’, the participants
unanimously agreed that every nation
has the right to create cultural values
and live in harmony with others. They
issued a call for preserving cultural
diversity.

In his speech, Armenia deputy
minister of culture, Ashot Hovakimyian,
described disrespect for other nations'
culture as cultural genocide posing a
threat to the given ethnic group’ siden-
tity. “Not only physical extermination
but also the elimination of cultural [val-
ues| can wipe out anation’ strace from
history,” he said, urging for strong and
consistent efforts towards condemn-
ing cultural and religious vandalism.

“Culturehasanundeniablerolein
sustainable development, whose im-
perative is more than ever actual to-
day. The simple understanding of this
will establish stability and peaceinthe
world,” he added.

- = BRES...
The deputy minister said that the
conference’s message is to enable a
cultural dialogue and mutual under-
standing among peoples (as opposed
to creating artificial divides).

“The preservation of cultural di-
versity is as important for the next
generation asit is for the preservation
of biodiversity,” he added.

The Armenian official noted that
the vandalism agai nst the thousands of
Armenian khachkars (cross-stones) in
Jughawent unpunished by theinterna-
tional community, creating abreeding
ground for the elimination of the huge
cultural heritage in Syria and lIraq.
“What we see today is unprecedented
in size. The intentional destruction of
cultural values today has become a
form of strategic tactics,” he said,
calling for concerted international ef-
forts against the threats.

“I am hopeful that the adopted
declaration will have its contribution
[to our efforts], and the principles
enshrined therein will find a practical
application in terms of the preserva-
tion of universal cultural heritage,”
Hovakimyan added.

Armenia’s Minister of Culture

Aurora Mardiganian’s Suitcase to Replenish
Exhibition of Armenian Genocide Museum

YEREVAN--Vis-
tors of the Armenian
GenocideMuseum-Insti- [§
tute will have the oppor-
tunity to see Aurora
Mardiganian’s suitcase,
which she used to travel
with in the USA during
the shows of the film
“Auctionof Souls’. The
director of the Ar-
menian Genocide
Museum-Institute
Hayk Demoyan,
stated that the suit-
case will replenish the exhibition
of the Museum-Institute starting
from July 15.

“Thissuitcasewasspecially made
forlongjourneys. AuroraMardiganian
used it while traveling throughout the
USA the movie's showing which was
based on her story and in which she
herself played herself”, said Hayk
Demoyan.

Auctionsof SoulsAt the opening
ceremony of the “Golden Apricot”
the director of the Armenian Geno-
cide Museum-Institute introduced to
the audience the story of Aurora

Mardiganian (Arshaluys Martikian)
and the suitcase used by her during
the showings of “Auction of Souls’
madein 1918 in the USA.

Aurora Mardiganian’'s suitcase
was discovered with the efforts of
Armenian Genocide M useum-I nstitute
and was obtained with the support of
Director General of “Vivacell-MTS’
Ralph Yirikian. It was transferred to
Armenia with the help of Hrach
Hannesian.

Her name, Aurora Mardiganian,
and the name of the film, Auction of
Souls CO, are written on the suitcase.

Ani to be Recognized a UNESCO
World Heritage Site
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ISTANBUL -- A campaign has
beeninitiated for therecognition of the
ancient city of Ani asa“world heritage
site” by UNESCO.

Kars Provincial Director of Cul-
tureand Tourism Hakan Doganay, ina
statement to Anadolu Agency, said
that if the proposal were accepted, the
ancient city of Ani would be the 16th
World Heritage site in Turkey.

Doganay explained that the an-
cient city of Ani attracted the interest
of both domestic and foreign tourists,
adding, “As the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, in February 2015, we
prepared a comprehensive file on the
ancient city of Ani and applied to
UNESCO. We have been included on
the tentative list, and we continue to
campaign for Ani’s inclusion on the
primary list.”

Doganay underlined the fact that
a team to be appointed by UNESCO
would cometo Karsfor examinations,

and said:

“With recent inclusions, Turkey
now has 15 sitesontheWorld Heritage
Sites list. The most recent inclusions
arethe Diyarbakir Fortressand Hevsel
Gardens Cultural Landscape and the
ancient city of Ephesus. In September,
aUNESCOteamwill carry out itsfinal
examination in Kars. We expect the
ancient city of Ani to be included on
the permanent list as the 16th World
Heritage Site in Turkey by the end of
this year.”

Ani was once the capital of a
medieval Armenian kingdom that cov-
ered much of present-day Armenia
and eastern Turkey. Ani is protected
on its eastern side by aravine formed
by the Akhurian River and onitswest-
ern side by the Bostanlar or
Tzaghkotzadzor Valley. The Akhurian
isabranch of the ArasRiver and forms
part of the current border between
Turkey and Armenia.

Hasmik Poghosian gave assurances
Armeniawill continuecooperating with
UNESCO.

“The European Union programs
are steadily integrating in our ideology.
We are re-affirming our support to the
cultural diversity asintegral part of hu-
man civilization and we are determined

to provide all guarantees,” she said.

MsPoghosian said Armeniawel -
comes the idea of uniting for preserv-
ing cultural heritage and against cul-
tural genocide.

Delegates from forty-five coun-
tries and organizations are participat-
ing in the conference.
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Haigazian University’s 60" Gala Celebration
Haigazian Women’s Auxiliary—The Beginning

July 18, 2015

Ararat Convalescent Hospital Celebrates 35
Years of Care, Receives a Prestigious Award

LOSANGELES,CA—Mountain
top experiences take many forms. In
1958VirginiaHarikian, adevoted Arme-
nian Evangelical, attended a Christian
Family Retreat at Forest Home — an
idyllic setting in California. Being in-
spired by theFirst President of Haigazian
College, Dr. John Markarian, and his
concern for the plight of Armenian stu-
dentsinBeirut, L ebanon, sheapproached
two ladies also attending the retreat—
Elizabeth Agbabian and Suzie Phillips.
She suggested they form a Women's
Auxiliary, notonly tointroducethelocal
Armeniancommunity tothe College, but
also to raise funds.

Haigazian College (as it was
called then) was newly founded, and
was the only Armenian College out-
side Armenia. It was named after
esteemed Professor, Dr. Armenag
Haigazian. This fledgling auxiliary,
developed into one of the most impor-
tant grass-rootsgroup eventually rais-
ing over $1,000,000 for the school.

Theoriginal concept wasto have
neighborhood coffee hoursto acquaint
friends with the College. Gradually,
thisbase of friendsgrew. Thefirst tea
washeldinthebeautiful Bel Air garden
of Mrs. Sirpuhe Philibosian Contefea-
turing harpistsCarol Eskijian Kazanjian
and Rosemarie Kassabian Tuncer. The
ticket price was $5.00

The next step was to increase
membership by hostingmembershipteas.
Annual dues were $2.00. These highly
anticipated events were received with
enthusiasm by the ladies. Christmas
Boutiques were a big draw. A crafts
workshop, spearheaded by Evelyn
Levonian, produced unique Christmas
items. One such event was held at the
home of SuziePhillips. Theoverwhelm-

ing response had ladies lined around the
block waiting to get in. The committee
even cooked and served the luncheon.

Needless to say, as the group
grew, the events planned by the Aux-
iliary becamemore sophisticated— with
the ticket price increasing and spon-
sors encouraged.

A major turning point in thefocus
of the Auxiliary outreach changed when
fortuitoudly, JoycePhilibosian Stein, with
her husband Joe, movedto LosAngeles.
Sheimmediately wasinvited to join the
Auxiliary, and remaineditspresident for
years. It was then, though her many
contactsinthecultural lifeof LosAnge-
les, that exhilarating programs were
planned with an exciting response from
the community.

Events highlighting, art shows,
auctions, notable political leaders, ac-
claimed authors, eminent educators,
playwrights, luminariesfromtheworld
of music at the Music Center events
with Maestro Placido Domingo, Mae-
stro Zubin Mehta (at the invitation of
Francis Heifetz,) and Soprano Kaleen
Esperian, all creatinginterestin Auxil-
iary events over the many years.

AcknowledgingtheAuxiliary for
their years of devotion, a Women's
Auxiliary Assembly Roomisnamedin
their honor at the University.

The October 3¢ 60th Anniver-
sary GalaCelebrationwill bethelaunch
of a $6,000,000 endowment fund ex-
pansion campaign for Haigazian Uni-
versity. Celebrations will continue af-
ter the performance with a Black Tie
GalaSupper inthestunning Grand Hall
of the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion.

For Ticket information call 1-
844-809-4860 or visit the website
www.haigazian.org

Return to 1991 Borders is Out of Question

Continued frompagel

cattledied at that time, numerouspeople
were hospitalized,” Babayan said.

In response to the remark that
after making a statement about the
need to return territories, James
Warlick spoke about the necessity to
deploy peacekeepers to ensure the se-
curity of the NKR, David Babayan
said: “What can peacekeepersdoif the
USSR with its huge army failed to
solve that problem? For many years,
we have protected our borders with-
out peacekeepers, and everythingisall

right, there are no problems. Every-
thing ismore stablethan in many other
conflict zones”.

Speaking about the statement of
NKR Defense Ministry saying that un-
like the situation in the last few days,
Azerbaijani troops have begun to vio-
late the ceasefire more frequently on
the line of contact between the armed
forcesof Karabakh and Azerbaijanand
on July 14 Azerbaijan used 60 mm
mortars—inadditiontosmall arms—in
the southern direction, Babayan did
not consider it a strange thing.

“Baku has aways behaved like

EAGLEROCK, CA --AraratHome
proudly announces that Ararat Conva-
lescent Hospital has been recognized as
a2015 recipient of the Bronze - Commit-
ment to Quality Award for its dedica-
tiontoimproving thelivesof residents
through quality care and performance
excellence. Thisnational awardispre-
sented annually by the AmericanHealth
Care Association, which represents
more than 12,000 non-profit and pro-
prietary long-term and post-acute care
facilities. Ararat Convalescent Hospital
was among only 19 Bronze Award re-
cipientsin California

Implemented in 1996, the Na-
tional Quality Award Program hasthree
progressive levels: Bronze, Silver and
Gold. The awards recognize those fa-
cilities that are committed to and are
progressing in their quality efforts by
deliveringever-improvingvaluetoresi-
dents and families and by improving
overall organizational capabilitiesand
performance.

Administrator Varsenik Keshishyan
said, “Wecould not have celebrated our
35" year milestone under better cir-
cumstances. Ararat Convalescent Hos-
pital is honored by this Bronze Award
recognition. We have long been com-
mittedtomakingthedelivery of quality,

compassionate care our primary focus.
Thanks to everyone who has contrib-
uted to Ararat Convalescent Hospital’s
success, we have now laid a strong
foundation to continue our quality jour-
ney by striving for the Silver and Gold
levels”

This year, Ararat Convalescent
Hospital celebrates its 35" anniver-
sary. On that occasion, a celebratory
luncheon was held at the facility for
trustees, administration and staff. Sev-
eral employees received recognition
and special lapel pinsfor their years of
service to Ararat Home. Mayor Ara
Najarian sent the Conval escent Hospi-
tal a certificate of commendation on
behalf of the City of Glendale.

“We wholeheartedly congratu-
late our Administrator and the entire
Ararat Convalescent Hospital staff for
their outstanding recent accomplish-
ment as well as their achievements
over the last 35 years,” stated Board
Chairman Joseph Kanimian, Esq.
“Ararat Home is that unique center,
where our precious elders receive the
best careinan Armenian environment.
The Board of Trustees expresses its
gratitude to our staff, volunteers and
donorsfor their unparalleled devotion
to Ararat Home's mission.”

AMAA Facilitates Donation of Medical
Equipment to the Central Military Hospital
of the Republic of Armenia

OnJune 20th, AMAA LifeMem-
ber, Dr. Chris Tashjian, joined by
Harout Nercessian, AMAA’s Repre-
sentative in Armenia, fellow philan-
thropists Dr. Vartkes and Mary
Najarian; Davit Tonoyan, Deputy Min-
ister of the Republic of Armenia's
Defense Ministry; A. Abreamov, First
Deputy Chief of General Staff Lieuten-
ant-General; Colonel A. Asadouryan
the Chief of the Clinic of the Central
Military Hospital; and Ruzanna
Khatchaturyan, President of the Ar-
menian Association of Military Doc-
tors and wife of the Republic of
Armenia’s (RA) Defense Minister
Seyran Ohanyan, visited the Central
Military Hospital of the RA.

The group viewed various de-

partmentsin the Hospital, checked the
newly donated el ectronically controlled
bedsand medical equipment, and spoke
with military patients who are under-
going treatment in the Hospital.

Through the creative and tirel ess
efforts of Dr. Tashjian, who secured
and handled the transport of the beds
and medical equipment (valued at
$300,000) to Armenia, the AMAA un-
dertook thefeat of having the bedsand
equipment received and delivered to
the Hospital.

The Central Military Hospital of
the RA, located in Yerevan, provides
advanced healthcare to servicemen and
their families. All guestspromised that
donations of medical equipment to the
Military Hospital will be continuous.

that. It just restrained itself for ten days
inconnectionwiththe European Games,
initsowninterests. It doesnot mean that
Azerbaijan’s policy has changed.

Azerbaijan was and remains a terrorist
and fascist state. We cannot expect
anything else from that country,” the
NKR president’s spokesman said.
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Seasons, Westlake Village, CA

Save the Date

NOV. 7, 2015-Saturday, St. Peter Church Ladies Society 57th Annual
Fashion Show and Luncheon, One Hundred Y ears and Flourishing, at Four

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION

WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE

2015 GALA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2015
SAVE THE DATE
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THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

Armenlan Independence Day FESTIVAL

To reserve your booth

please call Nor Serount Cultural Association

26p puuljuipp wuopuohnygipne huwdup
ShnwAunjuligip Lnp Uipnitn Usmlmpught Uhmphot

(818) 391-7938




