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Demirchian Family Opposes Yerevan Casino

at the Sports and Concert Arena

YEREVAN -- Thewifeof thelate
Karen Demirchian spoke out on Tues-
day against the planned opening of a
casino at Yerevan's main sports and
concert arena bearing the name of
Armenia’ slongtime Soviet-eraleader.

The sprawling arena commonly
knownasHamalir (Complex) wasbuilt
in 1983, becoming one of the most
modern facilities of its kind in the
Soviet Union. Demirchian, Soviet
Armenia stop Communist leader from
1974-1988, was instrumental in its
expensive construction. Thisiswhy it
was named after Demirchian shortly
after he was assassinated in October
1999, just a few months after becom-
ing parliament speaker.

According to Demirchian’'s
widow Rima, he cried when Hamalir
was seriously damaged by a fire in
1984. “Hamalir was a piece of hissoul
and his body. It was his brainchild,”
she told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

The complex consisting of two
large halls was sold in 2005 to the
Moscow-based construction firm
BAMO belonging to an Armenian-
born Russian businessman. The Ar-
menian government controversially
renationalized it last year, citing
BAMO’sfailuretorepay a$25million

government |oan.

The government announced last
week that it hasdecided tosell Hamalir
to an obscure private firm for $30
million. It said that the new owner has
pledged to invest $100 million in ex-
panding the facility and turning it into
a big entertainment center that will
have not only concert halls but also a
hotel, water park, stores, restaurants
and a casino.

The deal has been denounced by
someopposition politiciansand promi-
nent public figures critical of the gov-
ernment. They have objected, among
other things, to the planned casino,
citing Hamalir’'s proximity to the
Tsitsernakabert Armenian genocide
memorial.

RimaDemirchian al so expressed
serious concern over the casino, say-
ing that it would be an affront to her
husband’s memory. “1 have no doubts
that if they openacasinoit will become
an ugly version of Las Vegas,” she
said.

Demirchian said she still hopes
that the government will amend the
deal to ban any gambling sites at
Hamalir. Shewarned that failureto do
so would lead her and other members

Continued on page3

“Ancient Turkey” Hall Renamed into “Anatolia and
Urartu” in British Museum by Efforts of Armenians
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Zapyur Batikyaninfront of “ Anatoliaand Urartu” sign

YEREVAN (Armenpress) —
“Aincient Turkey” hall of London’s
British Museum hasbeenrenamed into
“Anatolia and Urartu”. The author of
the initiative, Zapyur Batikyan, wrote
about this on her Facebook page and
installed a photo.

“Of course, | would prefer it to
benamed Armeniaor Armenian High-
lands, but this was the first step
towards restoration of justice. First
and foremost, | am thankful to late
Mrs. Karine Ghazinyan, Ambassa-
dor of Armeniato Great Britain, who

supported my initiative, aswell asto
the Minister of Culture, and those
Armenian and British historianswho
had their contribution to this work”,
she wrote, expressing gratitude to
Gagik, who helped to organize the
petition and gather over 12 thousand
signatures.

The British Museum was estab-
lished in 1753. It is the main archeo-
logical museum of current Great Brit-
ain and previous British Empire. It is
the second most popular museum in
the world, after Louvre.

Armenia and Iran Developing
Bilateral Trade Relations

TEHRAN -- Armenia’ s Ambas-
sador to Iran Artashes Tumanyan met
with Iranian Deputy Finance and
Economy Minister Mohammad K hazai
and Deputy Industry Minister Valiallah
Afkhami.

During the meeting, Ambassador
named the two key points for further
development of bilateral trade rela-
tions, in particular significance of re-
vising trade regime and importance of
mutual investments, taking into ac-
count agreement onthelranian nuclear
deal and Armenia smembership tothe
Eurasian Economic Union.

Deputy Minister Afkhami noted
Iran’ s interest in development of eco-
nomic relations first of all with the

neighboring countries.

The parties exchanged views on
thefuturemovestargeted at deepening
of trade and economic ties.

Last week the Export Develop-
ment Bank of Iran (EDBI) and the
Hayoun Company of Armeniasigned a
contract for building thethird electric-
ity transfer line of two circuits 400
kilovolts. According to the contract,
theEDBI will allocate*83 millionfrom
the «107.9 million of the total cost of
the project.

The project will be ready within
eighteen months to exchange electric-
ity between Iran and Armenia. The
Iranian side once again shows its will
to continue cooperationwith Armenia.

Aurora Prize Pledges Support to

World Humanitarian Day

Noubar Afeyan, GeorgeClooney, Ruben Vardanyan and Vartan Gregorian

NEW Y ORK — TheAuroraPrize
committee has issued a statement
pledging itssupport to World Humani-
tarian Day. The two share a common
mission to honor and commemorate
humanitarianswho haveput their lives
at risk and to celebrate the spirit that
inspires humanitarian work.

“Through the Aurora Prize, we
sharethe spirit of World Humanitarian
Day to honor those who have dedi-
cated their lives to service and cel-
ebrate the impact of benevolent work
around the world,” said Ruben
Vardanyan, co-founder of the Aurora
Prize. “Today is an opportunity for all
of us to pause and recognize the indi-
vidualswhose brave acts have enabled
others to survive.”

Ruben Vardanyan speaks from
personal experience. His grandfather
would not have survived the Armenian
Genocidewerehenot saved by someone
with the courage to risk his own life.

World Humanitarian Day is held
each year on the anniversary of the
August 19, 2003 suicide bombing at
the United Nations headquarters in
Baghdad, which took the lives of 22
aid workers. Among the victims was
Sérgio Vieirade Mello, who served as
UN Undersecretary-General for Hu-

manitarian Affairs and Emergency
Relief Coordinator and dedicated three
decadesof hislifetoforging peaceand
aiding refugees in the world's most
war-torn, devastated regions.

“The AuroraPrizeaimstorecog-
nize the exceptional impact that indi-
vidual stoday have made on preserving
human life and advancing humanitar-
ian causes, having overcome signifi-
cant challenges along the way,” said
Noubar Afeyan, co-founder of the
AuroraPrize.“ Weencourageindividu-
alsand organizationsto put forth nomi-
nations to identify the incredible hu-
manitarian work of individualsthat all
too often goes unnoticed and unrecog-
nized.”

Nominationsfor the AuroraPrize
can be made until October 1, 2015.

The Aurora Prize is the philan-
thropic vision of Vartan Gregorian,
Noubar Afeyan and Ruben Vardanyan,
the co-founders of 100 LIVES, an
initiative expressing gratitude to the
individual s and institutions whose he-
roic actionssaved Armenian livesdur-
ing the Genocide 100 years ago. Actor
George Clooney andwriter ElieWiesel
are co-chairpersonsof the prize, which
will be presented annually on April 24
in Armenia..
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Vorotan Hydroelectric Complex Acquisition
Largest U.S. Private Investment in Armenia

YEREVAN—TheU.S. Embassy
in Yerevan welcomed on Friday the
$180 million sale of Armenia’ slargest
hydroel ectric complex to an American
firm, underscoring Washington's
strong support for the first-ever major
Western investment in Armenia’s en-
ergy sector.

“Wearevery pleased by thenews
that the U.S. company ContourGlobal
and the Republic of Armenia have an-
nounced the completion of the acqui-
sition of the assets of the Vorotan
hydroelectric facility, aseries of three
individual power plantsontheV orotan
River,” the embassy said on its
Facebook page.

“The acquisition represents the
largest single U.S. private investment
in Armenia shistory and thefirst U.S.
investment in Armenia’s energy sec-
tor,” it stressed.

Under a takeover agreement with
the Armenian government signed on
June 8, ContourGlobal is to pay $180
million for the Vorotan complex and
invest$70millioninitsmodernization. The
energy company announced earlier this
week that it has ceded a 20 percent stake
in the Soviet-built facility to the Wash-
ington-based | nternational Finance Cor-

poration (IFC), a member of the World
Bank Group.

The U.S. ambassador to Arme-
nia, Richard Mills, was present at the
signing ceremony in Yerevan. Mills
al so attended ameeting between Prime
Minister Hovik Abrahamian and Jo-
seph Brandt, ContourGlobal’s chief
executive, held earlier on June 8.

The Vorotan deal was initially
finalized in January 2014. However,
Abrahamian put it onhold shortly after
being appointed as prime minister in
April 2014.

Themovefueled speculationthat
Russia, which owns much of the Ar-
menian energy sector through state-
run Russian companies, is pressuring
the Armenian government to annul
Vortan's sell-off. The government
denied such pressure, saying that it
only wants to renegotiate some terms
of the deal running counter to Arme-
nian law.

Speaking in July 2014, the then
U.S. ambassador in Yerevan, John
Heffern, warned that scrapping the
deal would send a “very unfortunate
signal” to Western investors and call
into question Armenia’s ability to do
business with them.

Deloitte & Touche to Audit
Electricity Networks of Armenia

YEREVAN (ARKA) — The Ar-
menian government has selected
Deloitte & Touche company to find
out whether a decision by Armenia’'s
Public Services Regulatory Commis-
sion (PSRC) to alow Armenia’'s na-
tional power distribution company to
raise electricity price was economi-
cally justified or resulted from alleged
corruption and mismanagement.

Deputy prime minister Vache
Gabrielian said the government had
invited thebest fiveinternational com-
paniesto take part in atender that was
announced for choosing a company to
conduct the audit of the Electricity
Networks of Armenia (ENA). He said
two firms— McKinsey and Deloitte &
Touche responded. Deloitte & Touche
was chosen because of offering the
lower price for the service.

According to Prime Minister
Hovik Abrahamian, the results of the
audit will provide answers to many
guestions which interest both the gov-
ernment and the public at large.
Abrahamian has insisted that his gov-
ernment bears no responsibility for a-
leged corruption in Armenia’s troubled

power distribution network which was
widely blamed for a recent rise in the
electricity pricesin the country.

The accord to commission the
audit of the company was reached on
June26 during Armenian president Serzh
Sarkisian's meeting in Yerevan with
Russian transport minister Maxim
Sokolov, the Russian co-chairman of
thejoint Armenian-Russianintergovern-
mental commission on economic coop-
eration. The next day Sarkisian said the
government will keep electricity prices
unchanged for consumers by subsidiz-
ing their increased cost at least until the
release of findings of the audit.

Earlier Serzh Sarkisian said the
audit will find out whether the price
hike approved by state regulators was
economically justified or resulted from
alleged corruption and mismanagement
inthe ENA.

The Public Services Regulatory
Commission’s decision on June 17 to
increase the electricity price for con-
sumersby 6.93 drams (16.7%) sparked
a vigorous public backlash forcing
Armenian citizensto take to streetsin
a protest against the increase.
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Kamp Armen Solidarity Members Attacked

ISTANBUL (Agos) -- Kamp
Armen Solidarity members were at-
tacked on the hundredth day of their
live-in demonstration. Two activists
were attacked and beaten with sticks.

Accordingtoastatement rel eased
by the Armenian Nor Zartonk move-
ment, two activists were attacked and
beaten with sticks.

The attack took place on the

night of Aug. 13, at around 11:30 p.m.
according to the statement.

“Thisattack, which isamanifes-
tation of agenocidal mentality, cannot
break our resolve. We publicly an-
nouncetoday that wewill continue our
strugglewiththe samedetermination,”
read a part of the statement, which
also called on the public to stand in
solidarity with protesters.

Armenian Oligarch Accused
of Fresh Violence

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) —AnAr-
menian businessman was beaten up
and hospitalized over the weekend in
an attack which he said was led by
Ruben Hayrapetian, a government-
linked and reputedly violent tycoon
heading the Footbal | Federation of Ar-
menia (FFA).

ArsenAvetisian, amajority share-
holder in the country’ s largest airline,
was reportedly assaulted near an infa-
mous Y erevan restaurant where secu-
rity guards working for Hayrapetian
beat to death a man three years ago.

Speaking in a Yerevan hospital
where he is recovering from a broken
nose and other serious injuries,
Avetisian said the violence occurred
during his meeting with Hayrapetian
held at the FFA Football Academy on
Saturday.

“Hayrapetian grabbed my hand,
and when | tried to free my hand
everybody else started hitting me,” he
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am). “I didn't see who
was hitting meas| lay on the ground.”

“They then took me to another
place. Ruben Hayrapetian was there
and he continued to talk to me,” he
said, while lying on a hospital bed.

Thebusinessman declinedtogive
thereasonsfor theviolence. Hesaid he
will give more details “in the coming
days.”

Meanwhile, Avetisian's, wife,
| zabella Melkumian, published an open
|etter to President Serzh Sarkisian saying
that Hayrapetian and his bodyguards
kidnapped him after the beating. She
claimed they demanded that the busi-
nessman managing Air Armenia, a pri-
vate carrier, sign a statement certifying
that he owes a substantial amount of
money to the powerful oligarch.

“| appealed to law-enforcement
bodies but am worried about the saf ety
of my husband and other members of
our family,” Melkumian said, pleading
with Sarkisian to ensure their protec-
tion by the state.

TheArmenian policesaidlaterin

the day that they are investigating the
allegations. A police spokesperson re-
fused to divulge any details of that
inquiry.

According to News.am,
Hayrapetian and two of hisbodyguards
were questioned by police investiga-
tors. The tycoon refused to comment
when contacted by the online publica-
tion. Neither he nor hisaidesanswered
phone callsfrom RFE/RL’s Armenian
service.

Other Armenian media outlets
linked the violent incident with Air
Armenia’s outstanding debts to an-
other local airline, Taron-Avia from
which it is said to have leased an
aircraft until suspending itsoperations
late last year. One publication sug-
gested that Taron-Avia's owner
“ceded” the debt to Hayrapetian.

Air Armenia, which has still not
resumed its flight services, also re-
portedly has unpaid debts to several
Armenian banks. Avetisian was as-
saulted one day after a Ukrainian in-
vestment fund, which recently bought
a 49 percent stake in Air Armenia,
announced that it has invested over
$68 millionin thetroubled airline.

Zhanna Aleksanian, a veteran
human rights writer, believes that
Avetisian’s beating highlighted a
broader problem existing in Armenia.
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Vatican Honors Armenians, Issues Stamps

[ Pardamase: & S Corprae & Mk

[vatprwir dliedli C b | bewmriiade

|'\-|:"+a:i||1-
Censmnanas del Mo

&l Forare [prame Madoysn

Lo a2

g del Vsnesna 1003

VATICAN CITY -- The Phila-
telic and Numismatic Office of the
Vatican City State announced that itis
issuing stampsin honor of St. Gregory
of Narek and Blessed | gnatiusMal oyan,
CatholicCulture.org reports.

The Philatelic and Numismatic
Office honorsthis year two prominent
figures of the Armenian Church,
Blessed Ignatius Maloyan and Saint
Gregory of Narek, according to
Vatican official website.

2015 marks the centenary of the
martyrdom of BlessedIgnatiusMaloyan,
who was Archbishop of Mardin, Tur-
key, and known for his closeness to the
faithful of his diocese and alertness to
their material, social and spiritual needs.
He encouraged devotion to the Sacred
Heart and to the Mother of Godinal the
parishes. He showed hiswitness of faith
intheRisen Christwhen hecalled onhis
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priests to pray and remain strong in the
faith, given the tragic news and threats
against the Armenian people in 1915
which deeply marked not only Turkey,
but all of Europe.

“I"vetoldyou | shall liveand die
for the sake of my faith and religion. |
take pridein the Crossof my Lord and
God,” Maloyan told his executioner,
who was trying to make him renounce
his faith in order to save hislife.

In April, 2015, Pope Francis de-
clared Saint Gregory of Narek a Doc-
tor of the Church. Gregory of Narek
lived most of hislifein the monastery
of Narek, Armenia, where he led an
existence marked by great humility
and charity. Heis celebrated as one of
the greatest poets of Armenian litera-
ture. After hisdeath, histombimmedi-
ately became a pilgrimage site for the
Armenian people.

Hogmik Excavations Reveal New Secrets
About Heathen Armenia Traditions
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GYUMRI (Armenpress) —
Hoghmik village in Amasia of Shirak
province continues to draw the atten-
tion both of Armenian and foreign
archaeol ogists.

Thevillagewasnamed Hoghmikin
1978 and remains a rich territory for
archaeological expeditions. Not so far
from the village, on the southwestern
part, afragment of abig residence of the
Hellenistic Period was discovered.
Hogmik complex was constructed dur-
ing the rule of king Artashes Il (20
BC-30BC).

Archaeological excavationsin the
territory werecarried out in Soviet times
in 1987 by the expedition of the I nstitute
of Archaeology of the National Acad-
emy of Sciencesof Armenialed by Hayk
Hakobian who without knowing about
itsarcheological vauearrivedinHoghmik
to study the area before Kaps reservoir

b - L
construction. The heathen complex was
occas ondly discovered during thestudies.

The expeditions group’s excava-
tions of various years include idols,
atars, bones etc. The latter give a clear
idea about traditions of pagan period.
Theareaweredividedintoparts, “ rooms’
asthearcheol ogistsnamethem, that had
their own altars where burial and scari-
fication rites were carried out.

Moreover, the studies show that in
heathen Armenia corpse dissection of
both animals and humans were done.
Corpse dissection was aso noticed in
Hoghmik child tombs. “Different child
parts were discovered there, which wit-
nesses that a corpse dissection rite was
done.

After death the body was divided
into parts as people thought that once
somethingisdivided,itwill reuniteagain
oneday”, said Hayk Hakobian.
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Musical Luminary Vatsche Barsoumian

Reflects on his Haigazian University

Experience

Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian,
Founder and Director of the highly
acclaimed Lark Musical Society in
Glendale, California, welcomes over
200 students each year to the world of
music.

As stated in their mission state-
ment, “ LARK serves as the musical
and cultural brain trust for the Arme-
nian community in Los Angeles — at
LARK, music is studied, researched,
created, published, felt, and performed
by young and old. Through the beauty
of music we will win the hearts and
minds of our children and our commu-
nity and this will strengthen our roots
and preserve the Armenian identity in
LosAngeles.”

Barsoumian is a proud graduate
of HaigazianUniversity inBeirut, Leba
non. “| had the opportunity to experi-
ence Haigazian both as a student and
|ater as amember of itsfaculty, giving
me a unique and intimate perspective
on what makes it such a fine institu-
tion,” saysMaestro Barsoumian. “Asa
young man, Haigazianimmersed mein
cultural andintellectual academics—all
international in scope, while deeply
rooted in the Armenian perspective.”

Barsoumian reminisces, “lI was
particularly fortunate not only to bethe
beneficiary of the university’s superb
academic program, but through their
efforts, | was sent to the United States
tofurther my musical studies. | believe
| wasthefirst, if not the only alumnus
toreceivethisincrediblesupport. Such
a privilege would not have been pos-
sible if generous benefactors like
(Stephen) Philibosian, (John)
Markarian, (Herair) Mouradian, and
the AMAA trustees were calculating
quick returns on their investments.”

“Such action on the part of

Haigazian University gave me the
soundest lesson and shaped my pro-
fessional career: That GIVING is a
fact of life. A necessity for some, a
source of unexplainable joy for others
— the giving individual sets a living
exampleand servesasal earning model
for its beneficiaries as they aspire in
their own life and practice. The Arme-
nian communitiesinthe Diasporahave
a particular mission, which can only
be sustained by this practice. If it
means anything for us to be Arme-
nians, there is no better way of giving
than to foster that legacy from genera-
tions before.”

Established in 1955, theonly Ar-
menian University in the Diaspora,
Haigazian offers a broad liberal-arts
curriculum with a strong emphasis on
diversity, offering Bachelor's and
Master’ s degrees aswell asateaching
diploma. Over the decades, thousands
of bright studentshave graduated from
Haigazian University, many of whom
have become the |eaders of the Arme-
nian and non-Armenian Communities
both in the Diaspora and in our Moth-
erland, Armenia.

On October 3, 2015, the greater
L osAngelesArmenian community will
be celebrating the 60th Anniversary of
HaigazianwithaBlack Tie GalaEvent
at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion.
Grammy award-winning tenor and
conductor Placido Domingo will sing
thetitleroleof Woody Allen’ sproduc-
tion of Puccini’s “Gianni Schicchi”
then take to the podium to conduct the
stunning “ Pagliacci.” An elegant Gala
Supper will beheldintheiconic Grand
Hall following the performance.

For more information: call toll-
free on 1-844-809-4860 or visit us
online www.haigazian.org

Demirchian Family Opposes Yerevan Casino

Continued frompagel

of the Demirchian family to demand
that Hamalir no longer bear the late
leader’ s name.

“I will remain categorically
against the casino,” she stressed.
“For all my understanding and re-
spect [for government decisions,]
this is an issue on which | will be
uncompromising.”

Shortly after Karen Demirchian
was gunned down along with seven

other officials in aterrorist attack on
the Armenian parliament, his younger
son Stepan became an opposition poli-
tician. He was the main opposition
candidate in a 2003 presidential elec-
tionwidely believedtohavebeenrigged
in favor of then President Robert
Kocharian.

Stepan Demirchianiscurrently a
parliament deputy representing the
opposition Armenian National Con-
gress. He has not publicly commented
on the Hamalir controversy yet.
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Ararat-Eskijian Museum Lecture on “The

Armenian Orphans Who Became Painters”

MISSION HILLS, CA -- Ararat-
Eskijian Museum, National Associa-
tionfor Armenian Studiesand research,
Present an illustrated talk by Prof.
Levon Chookaszian Director of the
UNESCO Chair of Art History at
Y erevan State University. “The Arme-
nian Orphans Who Became Painters”.
Sunday August 23, 2015 at 4PM.

In”The Armenian Orphans Who
became Painters” had survived mi-
racul ously the Armenian Genocideand
grew up in different orphanages and a
good number of them became well
known painters and sculptors.

Unfortunately, upto present time
there is no special survey devoted to
those orphaned artists.

Somewho became famous paint-
erswerelLevon Tutunjian (1906-1968)
bornin Armenia, the painter and scul p-
tor Khoren Der-Harootian (1909-1991)
born in Ashotavan (presently called
Ashuan, Kero Antoian (1912-1994)
from Dersim Region, Simon Samsonian
(1915-2004) from Samsun region,
Harutiun Galentz (Harmandarian)
(1910-1967), was bornin Kyurin. The
Abstract Art and Surrealism were an
expression and style closest to their
hearts. They expressed their recollec-
tions of the homeland, “spoke” about
the refugee nostalgia and described
these horrific events that they had
witnessed through their art.

Dr. Levon Chookaszian is the
UNESCO Professor of Armenian Art
History at Yerevan State University
and oneof theleading authoritiesinthe
world on Armenian art. He is the au-

thor of two monographs: one on the art
of 13th century Armenian miniaturist
Grigor (Grigor Tsaghkogh, 1986), and
the other on the art of the painter
Arshag Fetvadjian (Arshag Fetvadjian,
2011). Chookaszian has taught at
Y erevan State University since 1978
and is one of the founders of the
department of art history. In 1996 he
established the UNESCO Chair of Ar-
menian Art History. Since 1992 he has
delivered nearly two hundred lectures
at universities, libraries, and museums
across the world.

In 2015 Professor Chookaszian
was accepted to the academy of Sci-
ences of Milan in Italy.

For more information call the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum at (747-500-
7585 or e-mail:ararat-eskijian-
museum@netzero.net

Ararat-Eskijian Museum/Sheen
Chapel, 15105 Mission Hills Road,
Mission HillsCA 91345.

Newly Published Book Signing Event
Turkish Intellectuals Who Have Recognized
the Reality of the Armenian Genocide
Compiled by Hambersom Aghbashian

PASADENA -- This book is a
study of a very important issue which
sheds light on Armenian and Turkish
history. Many Turkish intellectuals (50
Turkish historians, physicians, artist,
human rights activists, journalists and
others ) who support justice to Arme-
nians and justice to the world, and have
recognized the reality of the Armenian
Genocide, blamed the Ottoman Empire
for the perpetrated atrocities, and asked
the Turkish government to admit the
Armenian Genocide and apologize for
that, and even to make reparationsto the
victims ancestors, are researched and
comprehensively presented by the au-
thor. It includes a work, which puts
history intheright perspectiveand proves
the veracity of the Genocide. This is
part(1) and part (2) will follow.

The signing of the book will take
place at St. Gregory Armenian Church,
Geragos Hall, on Sunday, August 30th,
2015 at 6:00 p.m. at 2250 E. Colorado
St., Pasadena

The publisher of the book is
A.D.L.(RAG) Nor Or Weekly News-
paper.

The book launching, Kinetzon is
organized by A.D.L.(RAG) Nor Or
Weekly Newspaper and Iragi Armenian
Family Association of Los Angeles.

The main speaker of the day is
past editor of Nor Or Newspaper, Prof.

TURKISH INTELLECTUALS WHO HAVE
RECOGNIZED THE REALITY OF
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Compild by
Hambersom Aghbashian
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OsheenKeshishian, whowill presentthe
book. Mr. KeshishianisaProfessorin
Glendale College and for the last fifty
years he is the owner and Editor of The
Armenian Observer Weekly, published
in English.

There will acultural presentation.

Admission of theeventisopento
all. Therewill beareception at theend
of the program, and you will have the
opportunity to meet and greet the au-
thor, for book signing, and also meet
all the present community leaders and
dignitaries.
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AGBU Hye Geen Presents Globalization
and the Challenges to Armenian Women

Onceagain AGBU Hye Geen has
organized a debate on a current issue
that has initiated innovation and ex-
tended cultural, economic, political,
even religious boundaries in an inter-
dependent world. However, it has sig-
nificantly affected our national cul-
tural identity. Technological advances
such as the internet and digital com-
munications have speeded up the pace
of globalization and have the potential
of imposing a universal language.

To help us unravel the implica-
tions of thisfar-reaching issue are two
well qualified speakers. Mary Terzian
is an award-winning, Egyptian-born
author, who has also worked in the

Foreign Service and Nelly Kazman,
who was nominated Administrator of
theY ear (2013) at the University of La
Verneand haswritten extensively about
leadership, culture and gender issues
in management and power politics in
organizations. Theclosing remarkswill
be delivered by the well-known jour-
nalist/publisher Osheen K eshishian.

By presenting an important issue
of out times, AGBU Hye Geen ad-
vances the need for anational cultural
policy unifying the dispersed diaspora
in resisting the strong currents of glo-
balization and sustaining the efforts of
women in the preservation of the Ar-
menian heritage.

Screening of "Aram, Aram"
by Christopher Chambers at Fresno State

FRESNO -- The CineCulture Se-
ries and the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at California State University,
Fresno, are sponsoring a special
screening of “Aram, Aram” at 5:30 PM
on Friday, August 28, in the Leon and
Pete Peters Educational Auditorium
(next to the SaveMart Center), on the
Fresno State campus.

The event is the first in the Fall
L ectureseriesof the Armenian Studies
Program and is supported by the Leon
S. Peters Foundation.

“Aram, Aram” isthefirst Ameri-
canindependent dramato takeviewers
inside the Armenian Community of
Los Angeles. Suddenly uprooted from
hishomein Beirut,al2 year-old Arme-
nian boy, Aram, is sent to live with his
grandfather in America where he
struggles to navigate the clash between
old-worldvaluesand new-school Arme-
nianidentity inLittle Armenia.

According to the Hollywood Re-
porter, “First-time writer-director
Christopher Chambers has crafted a
potent, lovingly detailed evocation of
an unfamiliar California subculture.
Giventhenovelty of the setting and the
recent remindersof the Armenian geno-
cide, the film deserves to be seen... It
packs an emotional punch.”

Christopher Chambersisagradu-
ate of Wesleyan University and the
American Film Institute.Admission is
freeandtheeventisopentothepublic.
Free parking is available at any of the
adjacent Fresno State parking lots (near
the corner of Shaw and Woodrow
Avenues).

For more information about the
presentation please contact the Arme-
nian Studies Program at 278-2669, or
visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.
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