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President Sarkisian Warns
Against Azerbaijani Attempts
to Destabilize the Region

DUSHANBE (RFE/RL) -- Arme-
nian called on the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) to play a
greater “peacekeeping” role asit took
over the rotating presidency of the
Russian-led military alliance of six
former Soviet republics on Tuesday.

President Serzh Sarkisian offered
to open a special training center for
that purpose at the premises of an
Armenian army brigade that contrib-
utes troops to the ongoing NATO-led
missions in Afghanistan and Kosovo.

“Itistimeto create abasis organi-
zationontraining CST O peacekeepers,”
Sarkisian said at aCSTO summit heldin
Tajikistan’ scapital Dushanbe. “Wepro-
posethat thetraining center of the peace-
keeping brigade of the Armenian Armed
Forces be considered as the foundation
of that basis organization.”

“We areready to share our expe-
rienceaccumul ated during amorethan
10-year-long participation in various
operations,” he told Russian President
Vladimir Putin and the other CSTO
leaders.

The volunteer unit cited by
Sarkisian has received considerable
assistance from the United States and
other NATO countiesever sinceit was
set up in 2003. As recently as last
month, U.S. military instructorstrained
the first group of teaching personnel
for the Armenian army’s new para-

medic school that will primarily cater
for the peacekeeping brigade.

Addressing reporters in
Dushanbeimmediately after the sum-
mit, Sarkisian said that “ expansion of
the CSTO’ s peacekeeping potential”
will be amajor priority of the Arme-
nian presidency of the Russian-led
defense pact. But he did not elaborate
on reasons for agreater CSTO peace-
keeping role or specify possible areas
of joint deployment by Russiaand its
ex-Sovietallies.

Sarkisian said in his summit
speech that he briefed fellow CSTO
heads of state on the “substantial in-
crease in tensions’ along “the line of
contact” around Karabakh and the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border. Heblamed
Azerbaijan for the periodical upsurges
of fighting there, saying that they are
“fraught with a destabilization of the
situation in the entire region in the
absence of a corresponding reaction
from the international community.”

Sarkisian said that he also raised
the matter with the presidents of Rus-
sia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan at a closed session that
preceded their public speeches at the
gathering.

The Armenian leader has previ-
ously accused some of his country’s
ex-Soviet allies of effectively siding
with Azerbaijan in the dispute.

Mark Moogalian Awarded France’s Highest
Honor by President Francois Hollande

— i o .

PARIS-Mark Moogalian, oneof
the heroes, who hel ped tackle gunman
Ayoub El-Khazzani on August 21
aboard the Amsterdam-Paristrain, was
awarded with France's highest honor
for bravery by French President
FrancoisHollandeat the Elysée Palace
on Sunday.

Moogalian, 51, was the first to
wrestle the gunmen, he acted instinc-
tively to protect his wife, Isabella

| sabellaRisacher-M oogalian President FrancoisHollandeand Mark Moogalian

Risacher who was on board the train
with him. He managed to take therifle
away from El-Khazzani, the assailant,
who, however, appeared to be holding
another gun from which he later shot
Moogalianintheneck. ThreeUScitizens,
as well as a British businessman who
were on board the train rushed to help to
render El-K hazzani harmless. Moogalian
was later taken to a hospital where he
spent several days until recovery.

Armenia has Sheltered 2500 Syrian Armenians

Since May

YEREVAN -- Armenia has ac-
cepted 2,500 Syrian-Armenians since
May when fighting in Aleppo, their
principal place of residence, escal ated,
Minister of DiasporaHranush Hakobian
said at the National Assembly today.

Their arrival raised to about
16,000 the official total number of
Syrian Armenians currently living in
their ancestral homeland.

Syria was home to up to 80,000
Armenians, most of them descendants
of survivors of the 1915 genocide in
Ottoman Turkey, before the outbreak
of the bloody civil there four years
ago. Most of them are thought to have
fled the country since then.

Hakobianestimatedthat only around
15,000 Armenians remain in Syrianow
as she commented on their plight during
the Armenian government’s question-
and-answer sessionin parliament. “Un-
fortunately, the situation in Syria is
worsening by the day,” she said. “A
total of another 2,500 Syrian Arme-
nians have come to Armenia since the
May events,” she added.

The Armenian government faced

growing domestic calls for the evacu-
ation of the remaining Armenians in
Syriaasfightinginand around Aleppo
between Syrian government troopsand
rebelsintensified earlier thisyear. The
government madeclear thenthat it will
not encourage or help them to leave
Syria en masse without the consent of
the leadership of their shrinking com-
munity. Thelatter has been opposed to
such an exodus until now.

InMay, Hakobian acknowledged
that with no end in sight to the Syrian
conflict the exodus may only be a
matter of time. The minister discussed
the matter in July with the leaders of
the Armenian community in neighbor-
ing Lebanon, which has taken in an
even larger number of Syrian Arme-
nian refugees. She said afterwards
that theauthoritiesinY erevanare* send-
ing signalsto our compatriotsthat they
should leave Syriain various ways.”

According to Syrian Armenians
in Yerevan, many of their relatives
would like to flee Aleppo and take

Continued on page3

UN Establishes December 9 as International
Day of Commemoration of Victims of
Genocide

NEW YORK --
On September 11,
2015, the UN General
Assembly, at the103rd
plenary meeting of its
69th session, adopted
by consensus a reso-
lution, initiated by Ar-
meniaand entitled“In-
ternational Day of
Commemoration and
Dignity of the Victims
of the Crime of Geno-
cide and of the Preven-
tion of This Crime”.
Thisresolutionfollows
up on another impor-
tant resolution, initiated
by Armenia and adopted by the UN
Human Rights Council in Geneva on
March 27, 2015. In its operative para-
graph 22, the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil recommended to the UN General
Assembly to proclaim such Interna-
tional Day. This resolution adds to the
continued efforts of Armenia to pro-
mote consolidated international action
against the crime of genocide.

Introducing the draft resolution
on behalf of 84 co-sponsors from all
regional groups, Armenia’ sPermanent
Representative to the United Nations,
Ambassador Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
noted that “millions of human lives
have been lost as a result of the most
horrendous crime - the crime of geno-
cide that humankind has to its shame
demonstrated ability to commit”. “We
believethelnternational Day will serve

Ambassador Zohrab M natsakanyan

an important platform for prevention
by way of commemoration”, contin-
ued the Armenian Permanent Repre-
sentative.

9 December is the date when the
Convention onthe Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide was
adopted in 1948.

Reaffirming the significance of
the 1948 Convention as an effective
international instrument for the pre-
vention and punishment of the crime
of genocide, the UNGA resolution ac-
knowledges that victims of this crime
call for a form of memorialization,
which plays an important role in the
prevention of genocide. It also reiter-
ates the responsibility of each State to
protect its populations from genocide,

Continued onpag4
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United States Calls for Immediate End to
Violence in Karabakh Conflict Zone

-- The US State Depart-
ment has criticized the | at-
est upsurge of fighting in §
the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict zonecalling for an
immediateendtoviolence.

“We have received
credible reports that Ar-
menian and Azerbaijani
forces have used mortars
and other heavy weapons
alongtheinternational bor-
der, resulting in civilian
casualties and damage to
villages. Wearedeeply troubled by the
escalation and condemn any military
action that targets civilians. We call
for animmediate end to such violence,
for the de-escalation of tensions, and,
in the strongest possible terms, for the
avoidanceof civilian casualties,” State
Department spokesperson John Kirby

StateDepartment spokesper son John Kir by

said in a statement released late on
Thursday.

“We also remind the Presidents
of Armenia and Azerbaijan of their
commitment to reach a negotiated
settlement to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict working closely with the Co-
Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group.”

Council Of Europe Venice Commission
Backs Armenian Constitutional Reform

R

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- In a
major boost to President Serzh
Sarkisian, legal expertsfromthe Coun-
cil of Europehaveessentially endorsed
thelatest version of hisadministration’s
draft constitutional amendments, say-
ing they are now “in line with interna-
tional standards.”

In a weekend report, the Venice
Commission argued that the constitu-
tional reform package drafted by an
Armenian presidential body hasunder-
goneimportant changesrecommended
by its representatives.

The package callsfor Armenia’'s
transformation into a parliamentary
republicwithalargely ceremonial head
of state and a much more powerful
prime minister.

The Venice Commission voiced a
number of objectionsto thedraft amend-
ments after they were first made public
this summer. It singled out a clause that
envisaged a mandatory run-off vote be-
tween thetwo top election contendersin
cases where no party or bloc wins a
majority of parliament seats in the first
round of voting. Armenian opposition
groupsbelievethat thisunusual arrange-
ment was designed to make it easier for
Sarkisian’s Republican Party of Arme-
nia (HHK) to retain its control over the
National Assembly.

The Sarkisian administration
agreed to revise this and several other
amendments during an August 24-25
visit to Y erevan by three V enice Com-
mission officials. The revised version
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of the clause stipulates that a run-off
vote “may” take place “if no stable
parliamentary majority isformed as a
result of the election or through build-
ing of apolitical coalition.”

“Article 89 does not provide any
more that a second round of elections
shall be held, but only that is may be
held,” theV enice Commission stressed
in the report posted on its website.
“This solution isin line with the rec-
ommendation of the [commission’s
earlier] Preliminary Opinion and de-
serves to be welcomed,” it said.

“The Electoral Codewill haveto
provide for the electoral system in
detail; if it providesfor asecond round,
the Codewill haveto deal in particular
with the definition of “stable parlia-
mentary majority” asthe condition not
to call for a second round of elec-
tions,” added the report.

Althoughthecommission madea
number of further recommendations
to the Armenian authorities, it made
clear that the existing draft will repre-
sent a“further important step forward
in the transition of Armenia towards
democracy” if itisbacked by votersin
a referendum due expected this year.

Democratizationisalsothemain
official rationalefor the constitutional
reform advanced by Sarkisian. His
political opponents insist, however,
that the Armenian president is simply
keen to retain control over the govern-
ment after completing his second and
final termin 2018.
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Armenian Physicist Aram Papoyan Wins
ICO Galileo Galilei Award

YEREVAN -- Aram Papoyan, the
head of Institutefor Physical Research
of the National Academy of Sciences
of Armenia has won the 2015 1CO
Galileo Galilei Award for his*“consid-
erable achievements in the field of
spectroscopic study of high solubility
of alkali atoms and his contribution to
thedevel opment of experimental atomic
physicsin Armenia,” Press Service of
the National Academy of Sciencesre-
ports.

The Galileo Galilei Award con-
tributes to one of the essential mis-
sions of the International Commission
for Optics: recognize the promotion of
Optics under difficult circumstances.
The award was established by the
1993 General Assembly of 1CO and
hasbeen awarded annually since 1994.

Aram Papoyan was born in
Yerevan in 1959. The scope of his
study includes laser and atomic phys-
ics, as well as quantum and nonlinear

.

optics. In 2004 he received RA
President’s Award in Physics for the
series of papers on “New possibilities
for the study of laser radiation interac-
tion with atomic vapor opened by new
optical cells.”

He is a member of the Alfred
Kastler Foundation of theFrench Acad-
emy of Sciences and a member of the
Armenian Optical Society.

Pakrat Estukyan: Majority of Armenians
Voted for Kurdish Party in Turkey

YEREVAN (News.am) --
YEREVAN.-TheArmeniansaremore
politicized in modern Turkey as com-
paredto previousyears, editor of Agos
newspaper Pakrat Estukyan said dur-
ing discussions in Yerevan on Mon-
day.

Speaking about the Armenian
community of Turkey, he noted that
Armenians had always voted for right
|eaning parties.

“But there was an important
change. Mgjority of Armenian com-
munity voted for the Kurdish Demo-
cratic People's Party [HDP],” he said,
calling it an unprecedented fact.

Estukyan added that the Greek

community also voted for HDP.

As to the current situation in
Turkey, he called it a “chaos”, high-
lighting that the Armeniansareatarget
of pro-government media's agitation.

Armenia and Microsoft to Implement
New Joint Projects

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Hovik Abrahamianreceived
on Tuesday a delegation headed by
Don Grantham, the Microsoft
Corporation’s Regional Director for
Central and Eastern Europe.

The Prime Minister hailed the
continuous cooperation with the
Microsoft Corporation and noted that
the Armenian Governmentiswillingto
further develop and deepen the bilat-
eral cooperation. A memorandum and
agreement the Armenian government
and Microsoft signed thisMay breathed
new lifeinto the expansion of bilateral
ties and served as a basis for new
efficient projects.

Hovik Abrahamyan emphasized
the effective activity of the IT com-
panies in Armenian and noted that
they make the country competitive on
the most developed markets in the
world. The Prime Minister highly ap-
preciated Microsoft’s assistance
through its Innovation Center and
other initiatives and attached impor-
tance to the implementation of new

Microsoft

jointinitiatives.

Don Grantham, in turn, hailed
the progress reached in the effective
cooperation with the Armenian Gov-
ernment and praised the steps Armenia
takes towards the development of the
IT sphere.

The interlocutors discussed the
implementation of new joint projects,
the protection of intellectual property,
and the fight against cybercrime.

In this context, the Prime Minis-
ter stressed the importance of the ac-
tivecooperation between the Microsoft
and the Armenian Defense Ministry
withaview of improving thecountry’s
defense system.

WWW.Mmassi spost.com
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14th century Armenian Gospel

Goes on display in Athens

ATHENS-- Sto-
len relics from Turk-
ish-occupied north
Cyprus went on ex-
hibit at the Byzantine
Museum, Gibrahayer
E-magazine reports.

Amongthemwas
a 14th century Arme-
nian Gospel that was
stolenby Turkish Cyp-
riots in 1963 from
Sourp Asdvadzadzin
Church in Victoria
street.

The Church of Cyprusannounced
earlier thismonth that 34 treasuresthat
had been stolenfromtheisland’ s Turk-
ish-occupied areas, returned to Cyprus
following a decision by the Munich
Court of Appeals, on March 16, in the
case of Turkish art smuggler Aydin
Dikmen.

Among the artifacts, 24 are Byz-
antine relics and some prehistoric an-
tiquities coming mostly from the col-
lection of Chr. Chatziprodromou, from
Avyios Epiktitos Church. Among the
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Byzantinerelicstherearethreepairsof
bemadoors(Monastery of Antiphonitis
Christ, Virgin Mary Monastery in
Kantara), wall paintingsfromtheMon-
astery of Antiphonitis Christ, the
church of Agia Solomoni in Comatou
Yialou and the Monastery of Panagia
Apsinthiotissain Sychari. Also thetrea-
suresinclude a hand written manuscript
of 17th century (omilario) from the
Monastery of the Panagia Trooditissa,
andthehandwritten gospel of the Arme-
nian community of Cyprusstolenduring
the Turkish mutiny in 1963.

Urgent Press Release from the Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church

BURBANK -- It
painsusto speak about
theclosure of Tekeyan
Cultural Association's
Arshag Dickranian
School, for the re-
spectable institution
had been a precious
jewel within the com-
munity. Having oper-
ated closely with the
neighboring St. John
Garabed Armenian
Church, the Arshag

ARSHAG DICKRANIAN
ARMENIAN SCHOOL

1200

H Sl
Dickranian School had

always had the full-fledged support of
not only St. John Garabed Armenian
Church but also the entire Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America. For decades, our Di-
ocesan benefactors had demonstrated
their care for the venerable institution
that had served the community for
over 30 years.

When we were indirectly in-
formed about the TCA'sintent to close
the school and list the property for
sale, St. John Garabed and the West-
ern Diocese, driven by feelings of
affection toward the students of the
school, expressed a desire to acquire
the institution from Tekeyan Cultural
Association to ensurethe continuity of
the educational mission of Arshag
Dickranian School. Despite the tre-
mendous financial burden and the is-
sue of unprecedented administrative
responsibility, St. John Garabed and
the Western Diocese sought every av-
enue to ensure the continuity of the
mission of the school by making a
formal fair market value offer to
Tekeyan Cultural Association. With
the Western Diocese having the expe-
rience of operating a thriving school,
the Parish and Diocesan leaders fully
supported the acquisition of Arshag
Dickranian School by St. John Garabed
and the Western Diocese. Regretfully,

thePrimate'spurchase offer dated M ay
18 was not accepted with the same
zeal and sentiment. In a letter dated
June 4, 2015, the Tekeyan Cultural
Association"failedtoidentify firmand
reliable guarantees regarding the con-
tinuation of the School'smissioninits
current location” by St. John Garabed
and the Western Diocese. In short,
TCA’sBoard deemed thereligiousin-
stitution, the Armenian Apostolic
Church, which has served the West-
ern United States for over 80 years as
unreliable. Citing this as a primary
reason, the Tekeyan Cultural Associa-
tion formally rejects the offer of the
Western Diocese, without a counter
offer, and sells the property to a uni-
dentified organization based solely on
"real market prices' and abandons the
continuation of the school'smissionin
its current location.

The purpose of thispressrelease
isto inform the community about the
noble intention of St. John Garabed
Armenian Church and the Western
Diocese in extending a helping hand
for the purpose of saving aninstitution
that educates and inspires our youth.

In choosing to pursue "fiducial
obligations" the TCA Board neglected
thecoreof our community... our youth,
thus alienating the Armenian students
and depriving them from the quality

War, Refugees and Passports

By Alan Whitehorn

| watch the powerful images of
hundreds of thousands of refugees
fleeing war in the Middle East and |
hear the harsh voices of some senior
government officialsand state bureau-
crats claiming that little can be done
since these “ people on the move” lack
proper government i dentification. How-
ever, | also recall the illustrious Nor-
wegian diplomat Fridtjof Nansen and
hisinnovative and creative solution to
asimilar bottleneck in the humanitar-
ian crisisthat affected the Middle East
and Europe almost a hundred years
ago.

Fridtjof Nansen (1861-1930) was
aNorwegian scientist, polar explorer,
diplomat, human rights and refugee
official and Nobel Peace Prize recipi-
ent (1922). Achieving international
famefirst asan artic explorer, oceanic
scientist, and author, Nansen became
activeinnational andinternational dip-
lomatic service. He served in Norwe-
gian Foreign Service postingsin Lon-
don and Washington.

During WW I, Norway remained
neutral while most of Europe was at
war. This previous neutrality became
useful in the difficult post-WW | era
when empires fractured, ethno-politi-
cal boundaries were redrawn, and vul-
nerable newly independent states
emerged. From 1920 onwards, Nansen
worked with the League of Nations
and in 1921 Nansen was appointed the
first High Commissioner of Refugees.
During the protracted peace negotia-
tions, a great many persons were still
prisoners of war (e.g. German and
Russian) or stateless refugees/
deportees, often without adequateiden-
tity documentation. This meant that
that it was exceedingly difficult, if not
impossible, to cross borders to safer
destinations. To solvethisadministra-
tive bottleneck amidst an ongoing hu-
manitarian crisis, he proposed the
“Nansen Passport”. It was, in essence,
an international document that identi-
fied anindividual sufficiently to allow
that person to travel freely across bor-
dersto eventual sanctuary. Asaresult
of the Armenian Genocide, hundreds
of thousands Armenian refugees and
orphansexisted throughout theMiddle
East. A large number of Armenians

Fridtjof Nansen (1861-1930)

opted to use a Nansen Passport to
travel to a safer country. Even larger
number of other refugees used such
“passports’ to reach safety.

Nansen had al so becomeinvolved
in the somewhat controversial, but
urgent, Greek-Turkish compulsory
exchange of populationsfollowing the
Greek-Turkish war of 1922. In this
exchange, approximately 1,250,000
Greeks were sent from Turkey, while
about 500,000 Turks were sent from
Greece. Healsoassistedinfaminerelief
in Russiaand Ukraine. Inrecognition of
histireless humanitarian work, Nansen
received the Nobel Peace Prizein 1922.

Nansen died in May 1930. The
L eague of Nationsand later the United
Nations honored this pioneer of hu-
manitarian assi stanceto post-war refu-
gees. Thisremainsan urgent issue that
still challengesthe global community.
On the 150th anniversary of his birth,
the Armenian Genocide Museum-In-
stituteissued amedal in 2011 in honor
of Fridtjof Nansen and his humanitar-
ian work. He showed that one person’s
humanitarianism can make a differ-
ence, but it also requires much more
effort by others. The events of the past
few weeks remind us of this.

This article is a condensed and
slightly modified version of the entry
on* Fridtjof Nansen” appearinginAlan
Whitehorn, editor, The Armenian
Genocide: The Essential Reference
Guide (ABC-CLIO, Santa Barbara,
2015).

Armenia has Sheltered 2500 Syrian Armenians

Continued frompagel

refuge in Armenia but cannot afford
expensive journeys out of the city.
Some are probably also mindful of a
lack of economic opportunities in
Armenia. Many Syrian Armenianrefu-
gees have been struggling to make
ends meet in the unemployment-
stricken country.

“They [the refugees] are start-
ing to realize that there is no going
back and to quickly integrate [into
Armenia’s socioeconomic life]”
Hakobiantold the National Assembly
on Wednesday. “We all must help
them to find jobs and help them with

accommodation.”

Firdus Zakarian, the head of a
Diaspora Ministry task force dealing
with Syrian Armenians, cautioned in
that regard that the government is too
cash-strapped to provide significant
material assistanceto therefugees and
therefore hopesto securefunding from
foreign statesand international organi-
zations.

Someinternational organizations
provide certain assistance to countries
that host migrants, Minister Hakobian
said. She added, however, that their
attention is mainly focused on coun-
tries that have refugee camps, while
thisis not the case in Armenia.

education every Armenian student de-
serves. It istruly heartbreaking for our
students to be abandoned in such a

manner, especially in metropolitan Los
Angeles, home to perhaps the largest
Armenianpopul ationoutsideof Armenia.
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Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee-
Establishes Museum Governing Board

AGCC-WUSA

Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee
Western USA

BURBANK -- The Armenian
Genocide Centennial Committee-West-
ern US (AGCC-WUS) is pleased to
announce the formation of the Mu-
seum Governing Board.

OnAugust 26, 2015, BoardMem-
bersof AGCC-WUSwho were present
unanimously voted in favor of estab-
lishing the Museum Governing Board
which will continue to carry on the
affairs of the Museum Project estab-
lished by AGCC-WUS.

This new Museum Governing
Board will consist of thefollowing 9
organizations: Armenian Catholic
Eparchy; Armenian Cultural Foun-
dation; Armenian Evangelical Union
of North America; Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union, Western Dis-
trict; Armenian Relief Society, West-

ern USA; Nor Serount Cultural As-
sociation; Nor Or Charitable Foun-
dation; Western Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church of North America;
and Western Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church.

The AGCC-WUSwasestablished
on August 9, 2012 to steer and coordi-
nate the multifaceted commemorative
activitiesin the Western United States
in preparation for the 100th anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide on
April 24, 2015, as well, as for the
purpose of promoting public under-
standing and awareness by building a
Museum and Educational/Cultural Cen-
ter in Southern California, and a Me-
morial Monument to fallen victims of
the Armenian Genocide in the City of
Glendale.

Dilijan Series Opens 11th Season
Works by Messiaen, Schubert,
and World Premiere by Sargsyan

GLENDALE --Robert deMaine,
Principal Cellist of the Los Angeles
Philharmonic Orchestra returns to the
Dilijan Series to perform Schubert’s
beloved TrioNo.1inBFlatMajorinits
season opening concert on October 11
at Zipper Hall. JoininghimareBelgian
pianist Steven Vanhauwaert, making
his Series’ debut, and violinist Varty
Manouelian, deMaine's colleague at
LAPhil. The program also features
two remarkable movements from
Messian’s Quartet for the End of Tim,
framing theWorld Premiereof Epitaph
for string quartet by Canadian Arme-
nian composer, Vahram Sargsyan. Also
performing are violinist Armen Der-
Kevorkianand M ovsesPogossian, vio-
list Tien-Hsin Cindy Wu, and cellist
Vardan Gasparyan.

Dilijan Series' 11th season fea-
tures a universally admired lineup of
artistsof international reputation, such
as violinists Guillaume Sutre and
Gabriela Diaz, violist Carrie Dennis,
cellists Clive Greensmith and Antonio

RobertdeM aine

Lysy, clarinetist Michele Zukovsky,
pianists Sergei Babayan, Artur
Avanesov, and Armen Guzelimian, and
saxophonist Armen Hyusnuntz, among
others. The Series will premiere four
new chamber works by Sargsyan,
Zohrabian, Avanesov, and Hyusnutz,
bringing thetotal number of theDilijan
commissions to 38.

UN Establishes International Day

Continued frompagel

including incitement to it, through ap-
propriate and necessary means. It fur-
ther states that fighting impunity for
genocide is an important factor in its
prevention.

Initsoperativeparagraph, thereso-
lution encourages states, international

organizations, civil society andindividu-
als to observe the International Day in
order to raise awareness of the 1948
Conventionanditsroleincombatingand
preventing the genocide, and to com-
memorate and honor its victims.
Armenia s Ambassador remarked
that the International Day would render
dignity to the victims of past inaction.
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International Hrant Dink Annual Award
Goes to Kaos GL from Turkey and
Samar Badawi from Saudi Arabia

ISTANBUL --
The seventh Interna-
tional
Award was presented
on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15thwithanaward

from Saudi Arabiaand

toKaosGL, aninitiativethat worksfor
LGBT rightsin Turkey. Badawi stands
out as a leading voice for advocating
women'’s rights and for raising inter-
national awareness about the oppres-
sion of human rights defenders in
her country, while Kaos GL was
recognised for its persistent and ef-
ficient struggle for LGBT rightsin
Turkey, where violence against |es-
bians, gays, bisexuals and trans in-
dividual s continues to increase.

As part of the ceremony, two
videos, “Inspirations 1915” and “In-
spirations 2015,” were screened. The
first video commemorated individual s
suchasthe Aleppo governor Celal Bey,
Kastamonu Gendarmerie Commander
| zzet Bey, the Ambassador of the United
States Henry Morgenthau, who wit-
nessed, recorded, raised their voices
against, and, at the expense of their
lives, strived to prevent massacres
during the Genocide that was commit-
ted 100 years ago in Anatolia. The
second video saluted the people and
organisations from Turkey and from
around the world, who raise hope for
the future with their actions. Among
the Insipirations of 2015 were India's
Robin Hood Army for gathering left-
over food from restaurants and wed-
ding parties, and for distributing them
toorphansand the homeless; theWhite
Helmet group in Syria for rescuing
peoplefrom buildingsthat were burned
or destroyed duringthewar; MPViyan
Daxil for being the first politician to
speak out about theY azidi Massacrein
the Iragi Parliament; Electric Y erevan
for protesting the raised electricity
pricesin Armenia; Black Lives Matter
for drawing attention to and for shap-
ing the public opinion about the police
murders of black people committed by
police and civilians, Camp Armen for
demanding the the unconditional re-
turn of the Armenian children's camp
in Tuzla, Istanbul to the Armenian
people; the young people who lost
their livesin asuicide bombing during
their press conference in Surug, Urfa,
where they were setting out to give
hope, take toys and build alibrary for
the children in Kobani whose lives
have been devastated by the war.

The laureates of 2015 Interna-
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ceremony held at the h a43hn
Istanbul Congress
Center. This year’'s
awards were granted
to women’ s rights ac- u II
tivist Samar Badawi

tional Hrant Dink Award were an-
nounced at the end of the ceremony. As
Samar Badawi could not attend the
award ceremony dueto atravel ban, her
colleagueElsaSaadereceived thestatue
on her behalf from the President of
Hrant Dink Foundation Rakel Dink and
2014 International Hrant Dink Award
laureate Sebnem Korur Fincanci.
KaosGL recaiveditsawardstatuefrom
Ali Bayramoglu, theChairmanof thelnterna-
tional Hrant Dink Award Committee.
TheJury of thel nternational Hrant
Dink Award 2015 consists of Baskin
Oran, Gerard Libaridian, Kenneth Roth,
Kumi Naidoo, Mary Kaldor, Oya
Baydar, Rakel Dink and 2014 Interna-
tional Hrant Dink Awardees Angie
Zelter and Sebnem Korur Fincanci.
Alper Gérmus, Amira Hass, the Con-
scientious Objection Movement of
Turkey, Baltasar Garzon, Ahmet Altan,
Lydia Cacho, Ismail Besik¢i, Interna-
tional “Memorial” Society Russia, Sat-
urday Mothers/ People, NataSaK andic,
Angie Zelter, and Sebnem Korur
Fincanci are the former laureates of
the International Hrant Dink Award.
Samar Badawi began her struggle
for human rights at a very young age
when shetook to court her own father,
who had abused her physically for
fifteen years. She filed various law-
suits against the guardianship system,
against the voter registration center
for itsrejection to register women and
against the prosecution of women driv-
ing cars. On March 8th, 2012, shewas
awarded the International Women of
Courage Award by the US Department
of Statefor her oppositiontotheguard-
ianship law and lawsuits for suffrage,
and for being a source of courage and
inspiration to other women. She re-
ceived open threats from the Saudi Ara-
bian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, warn-
ing her to cease her human rights activi-
ties, and upon her return her passport
was confiscated. Despite the on-going
travel ban and other obstacles, she con-
tinues her struggle for human rights.
Kaos GL, since its founding in
1994, has been working with the motto
“The liberation of homosexuals will
liberateheterosexualsaswell.” In 2005,
it became the first LGBT group in
Turkey to receive legal entity.

Donation: $125.00.

Mark Your Calander

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 - Celebratory Luncheon Honoring His Eminence
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian's 25th Anniversary of hisOrdination as Bishop
& 35th Anniversary of his Ordination to the Sacred Order of Priesthood.
Champagne Reception following Divine Liturgy at the Galleria; Luncheon,
Kalaydjian Hall, Diocesan Complex, 3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd., Burbank

For reservations and/or sponsorships. contact Church Office (818) 558-7474.
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VERDUGO PARK GLENDALE
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