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Armenian Missionary Association of America ("AMAA")
and
Syrian Armenian Relief Fund [*SARF”)

With the participation of the Religious Leadership of the
Armenian Apastolic, Catholic and Evangelical Churches
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Presenting

The Ongoing War in Syria and its
Ramifications on the Syrian-Armenian Community

Wednesday, October 21, 2015

Keception and Redreshments at 7 pm
Program at B pm

Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, Kalaydjian Hall
3325 M. Glancaks Blvd, Burbank, CA 91504
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ECHR Rules in Favor of Turkish Politician
to Deny the Armenian Genocide

EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
COUR EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE LHOMME

&

STRASBOURG -- Inalandmark
verdict, the European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) ruled on Thursday that
Dogu Perincek, a Turkish politician,
executed hisright of free speech when
he denied the Armenian genocide. The
ECHR's 17-judge Grand Chamber,
whose rulings are final, announced its
decisioninthepolitically charged case
at a public hearing in Strasbourg,
France, on October 15.

Judges further said Peringek's
statement, which was a matter of pub-
licinterest, “could not be seen asacall
for hatred, violence, or intolerance
towards the Armenians' and "could
not beregarded asaffecting thedignity
of the members of the Armenian com-
munity to the point of requiring a
criminal law response.”

Perincek was convicted by a
court in Switzerland, where denying
the Armenian genocideiscriminalized,

= F=)

for hisremarks branding the genocide
"an international lie" in that country.
He had argued that the denial was in
line with his freedom of speech and
took the caseto the ECHR. Theverdict
was later confirmed by a Swiss appeal
court and the Federal Supreme Court,
and Perincek took the case to the
ECHR, arguing that his freedom of
speech was infringed upon.

A lower chamber of the ECHR
rejected the Swiss court's conviction
in December 2013, saying the Turkish
politician’s remarks fell within the
boundaries of free speech. The case
camebeforethe ECHR's Grand Cham-
ber after Switzerland appealed that
ruling.

It gained additional attention in
January 2015, when prominent human
rights lawyer Amal Clooney, who is

Continued on page4

Armenia Plans To Import More
Natural Gas From Iran

YEREVAN -- Armenia plans to
increase its imports of natural gas
from Iran beginning in 2017, a senior
government official said on Tuesday.

According to Deputy Minister of
Energy and Natural Resources Hayk
Harutiunian, thiswill enable Armenia
to export more electricity to the Is-
lamic Republic as part of the swap
program that exists between the two
neighboring states.

In August, just one month after
Iran and world powers signed a his-
toric agreement concerning the Is-
lamic Republic’s nuclear program,
Y erevan and Tehran signed a contract
worthabout $120 millionregarding the
construction of a third high-voltage
power transmission line that will con-
nect the energy system of the two
countries. Construction is expected to
be completed within 18 months.

According to Harutiunian, the
third transmissionlinewill increasethe
volume of the Armenian-Iranian “ gas-
for-electricity exchange” deal.

“Definitely, the goal of this pro-

gram is precisely to increase the vol-
umes, because wewill make better use
of the potential of the Armenia-lran
gas pipeline and better use of our
production capacity,” theofficial said.

At the same time, the deputy
minister did not cite specific figures.
“The capacity of the pipelineis 2 bil-
lion cubic meters a year, and the goal
isto use it to the maximum,” he said.

Data of the Armenian Customs
Service show that the Iranian natural
gasisless expensive than the Russian
one. During 2014, in particular, Arme-
niaimported 383 million cubic meters
of natural gas from Iran at a price of
about $189 per 1,000 cubic meters.
Meanwhile, over the same period Ar-
meniapurchased morethan 2.1 billion
cubic meters of Russian natural gas at
aprice of $202 per 1,000 cubic meters.

However, the Iranian gas is not
sold to Armenian enterprises and
households. At the Yerevan thermal
power plant it is converted into elec-
tricity, most of which is sent back to
Iran.

Armenia Calls NATQO’s Attention

to the Violation of its Air Space
by Turkish Helicopters

STAVANGER,NORWAY --Ar-
menian delegates have raised the is-
sue of violation of the Armenian air
space by Turkish helicopters on the
sidelines of the NATO Parliamentary
Assembly’s annual session held in
Norway October 9-12. Member of
the Armenian delegation Tevan
Poghosyan hasinformed NATO Sec-
retary General Jens Stoltenberg about
the incident and addressed a letter to
James Appathurai, the Secretary
General’s Special Representative for
the Caucasus and Central Asia and
hopes to receive a response early in
November.

Armenian delegates Tevan
Poghosyan and Koryun Nahapetyan
believetheissue should beaddressed,
but without escalating tensions.

“If NATOreally valuestheinvio-
|ability of bordersof itsmember states,

it would bereasonablefor the Alliance
to serve an example and apologize for
theincident, evenif it has been caused
by weather conditions. Theincident is
really an extraordinary and one, and |
think NATO, of which Turkey is a
member, should react to this case.
Clear explanationsareneeded,” Tevan
Poghosyan said.

Armeniawill host NATO Week
from November 1 and the issue is
expected to be addressed within that
framework.

During the NATO PA discus-
sionson the Syrian crisisand theissue
of refugees, Armenia came forth with
concrete proposals. “Armenia has
hosted more than 16 thousand refu-
gees,” Koryun Nahapetyan said. He
added that it would be correct for
NATO to provide assistance not only
to member, but also partner countries.

Rare Armenian Masterpieces
Go on Display for the First Time
at the Bodleian Libraries

OXFORD, UK -- A new exhibi-
tion at the Bodleian Libraries cel-
ebrates more than 2,500 years of
Armenian history and culture with a
sumptuous display of manuscripts,
books, sacred objects and everyday
artefacts from the Armenian com-
munity that have been handed down
through the generations.

Armenia: Masterpieces from an
Enduring Culture features treasures
from the Bodleian’s magnificent Ar-
menian collectionsalongsideitemsfrom
private and national collectionsin Ar-
menia, the Netherlands and the UK.

Opening on 23 October, Arme-
nia is the second exhibition to be
held in the Bodleian’s newly reno-
vated Weston Library. The Bodleian
Library has been collecting Arme-
nian manuscripts and printed books
since the seventeenth century, but
this is the first time items from the
Libraries' rich Armenian collection
have gone on public display in a
major exhibition.

The exhibit showcases more
than 100 stunning objects that dem-
onstrate the enormous achievements
of a nation with a rich, fascinating
and often turbulent history. The *en-
during culture’ in the exhibition’s
title refers to the great antiquity of
Armenian culture. This landlocked
country situated along the route of
the Great Silk Road boasts a long
history spanning more than two and
a half millennia, from its first men-
tion, carved into stone, in the reign
of King Dariusl| (c. 550-486 BCE) to
the modern Republic of Armeniaand
the numerous diaspora communities

Armena

worldwide. The endurance high-
lighted in this new exhibition also
refers to the suffering and hardship
which has befallen the Armenians.
2015 marks the centenary of the
genocide perpetrated against the Ar-
menian population of the Ottoman
Empire by the Y oung Turk govern-
ment during World War |I.

In their honour, the Bodleian’s
Armenia exhibition displays a rich
cache of objects spanning more than
two thousand years of cultural his-
tory: from coins minted in the first
century BCE during the reign of
King Tigranes|l to sumptuously and
more modestly decorated manu-
scripts from the Middle Ages. The
diverse range of books, maps, art
and artefacts on show reveals a cul-
ture that is both religious and secu-
lar. The exhibition also features the
treasured objects of survivors of the
1915 genocide including traditional
Armenian needlework and needlelace
items, family photographs and an Ar-
menian family’s century-old tea set.
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CIS Leaders Sign Military Cooperation Pact

BURABAY, KAZAKHSTAN
(RFE/RL) -- Theleaders of the coun-
tries of the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (CIS) have signed 17
agreements, including a statement
on combating international terrorism
and an agreement on military coop-
eration through 2020.

The agreements were signed at
asummit of CISleaders — represent-
ing Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan — on October 16 in the
Kazakh village of Burabay.

Armenia was represented at
the summit by President Serzh
Sarkisian. Representatives of
Moldova, Turkmenistan, and
Ukraine participated as observers.

At apress conference, Putin said
closer military cooperation is neces-
sary because the situation in Afghani-
stan -- which borders Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan -- is "close to critical."

"Terrorists of various stripes are

gaining more and more influence and
are not hiding their plans for further
expansion,” hesaid. "Oneof their aims
is to break through into the Central
Asian region. It isimportant for us to
be ready to react to such a scenario
together.”

Putin said the border-security
cooperation agreement "envisages the
possibility of forming a grouping of
border [guard services| and other agen-
ciesfrom Commonwealth countriesto
resolve crisissituations at the border."

The agreement on military coop-
eration, hesaid, will furnisha® coordi-
nated response” to that threat.

Putin also praised the CIS as a
mechanism for members to address
problems caused by “ negative external
actors,” such as “uncertainty in the
global economy and rising political
tensions.”

CIS leaders agreed that the next
CISsummit will beheldin Kyrgyzstan
on September 16, 2016.

Constitutional Court Upholds Media Rights
in Source Protection Appeal

Y EREVAN -- The Constitutional
Court of Armeniaon Tuesday ruled that
journalists are not obliged to disclose
their confidential sources of informa-
tionincasesnotinvolving heavy crimes
and the need to protect a person.

The judges also decided that the
previousrulingsof Armenian courtsto
the opposite are subject to revision.

LawyersArtak Zeynalianand Ara
Ghazarian, who had appealed a num-
ber of controversial rulings against
Armenian media that demanded that
they disclosetheir sources of informa-
tion or face criminal charges, ex-
pressed their satisfaction with the de-
cision.

In July, responding to interna-
tional criticism, state prosecutors in
Armenia already dropped controver-
sial criminal charges that had been
leveled against the editor of an Arme-
nian online publication critical of the
government.

Kristine Khanumian of the pro-

opposition newswebsitellur.amrisked
up to two yearsin prison for defying a
court order to disclosethe confidential
source of a June 2014 report that
accused a senior Armenian police of-
ficer of assaulting two young men
outside Gyumri.

The Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS), a law-enforcement body
subordinate to prosecutors, last year
ordered llur.am aswell asthe Y erevan
newspaper “ Hraparak” todisclosetheir
anonymous sources, insisting that was
necessary for investigating the assault
allegations. Both publications refused
to comply with the order backed by
Armenian courts.

The SIS's decision to prosecute
Khanumian sparked an outcry from
many Armenian mediafigures aswell
asinternational watchdogsand organi-
zations, including the Paris-based group
Reporters Without Borders and the
Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe.

Two Armenians Killed

ALEPPO--TwoArmenianshave
been killed and another injured in a
rocket attack in Aleppo's Nor Kugh
district, Arevelk website reported.

VeraKirakosian-Kentimian, 1956,
and her son Harutyun Kentimian, 1985
have beenkilled. Theinjuredvictimis
identified as Davit Ter-Nersisian

in Aleppo Rocket Attack

Overall, 60-70 thousands Arme-
nians were residing in Syria before
the bloody events. More than half of
themlivedin Aleppo andtheother hal f
was scattered in the cities of Latakia,
Homs, Qamishli, Hasaka, Raggah,
Kessab and, of course, the capital -
Damascus.
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Iran’s First Vice-President Jahangiri’s Visit to

Yerevan to Revive Armenian-Iranian

Economic Projects

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --lran’s
First Vice-President Eshag Jahangiri
has arrived in Armenia for a two-day
official visit at theinvitation of Arme-
nian PrimeMinister Hovik Abrahamian.
The visit is expected to revive the
Islamic Republic’seconomictieswith
its South Caucasus neighbor.

Abrahamian greeted the arriving
guest at Yerevan's Zvartnots Airport
in the afternoon. According to a gov-
ernment press release, during histwo-
day stay in the Armenian capital
Jahangiri isdueto meet withthe Arme-
nian president, parliament speaker,
primeminister, aswell asthe Catholicos
of All Armenians.

On the Iranian delegation are the
country’s ministers of transport, tour-
ism and cultural values. It is yet un-
clear what specific issues the Iranian
official isgoingto discussin Y erevan.

A meeting of the Iranian official
and the Armenian prime minister took
place later on Wednesday.

During the meeting Armenian
PrimeMinister Abrahamian said: “We
have always placed importance on
consistent development of our rela-
tions with our friendly neighbor Iran.

PRISS OIPFICT o¥F THIE
FIVIETENMENT OF ARMTRNIA

Iran is one of our most important
partners, with which cooperation has
arich agenda.”

Vice-President Jahangiri, for his
part, said: “The Republic of Armenia
hasitsown placein theforeign policy
of thelslamic Republic of Iran, and we
have no limitations in terms of devel-
oping our relations with Armenia.”

Jahangiri is the highest Iranian
official to have arrived in Armenia
since 2011 when then Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad paid a
visit. His trip comes shortly after Iran
and Western powers have signed a
historic nuclear deal that alsoimpliesa
gradual removal of international sanc-
tionsimposed onthelslamic Republic.

During the three months follow-
ing the Iran-West agreement Y erevan
and Tehran have already signed an
energy sector contract worth around
$120 million under which construc-
tion of athird high-voltage transmis-
sion line will be restarted.

The main purpose of Vice-Presi-
dent Jahangiri’ s visit to Yerevan isto
revive Armenian-lranian economic
projects that were suspended due to
sanctions.

Former Prime Minister Tigran Sargsian
to Head Eurasian Economic Commission

YEREVAN (ARKA)--Armenid's
former primeminister Tigran Sargsian
will replaceViktor Khristenkoaschair-
man of the Eurasian Economic Com-
mission, the executive body of the
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU), from
1 February 2016, Belarus president
Alexander Lukashenko announced at a
meeting of presidents of EEU member
states in Kazakhstan today.

Sargsian served as Armenia’s
prime minister until April 2014 and
was considered a strong supporter of
Armenia’s European integration. He
repeatedly spoke on thistopic, includ-
ing in the Russian media. In a 2012
article for the Russian daily
"Vedomosti" he defended the advan-
tages of European integration. How-
ever, in September 2013, president
Serzh Sarkisian chose the Eurasian
integration.

Afterresignation Tigran Sargsian
was appointed as Armenian ambassa-
dor to the United States.

At a news briefing today in

Kazakhstan Viktor Khristenko de-
scribed Tigran Sargsian as a locomo-
tive of Armenia’s accession to the
Eurasian Economic Union dedicating
much time to the Eurasian integration.

Khristenko told the news brief-
ingthat EEU presidentsdecided alsoto
reduce from three to two the number
of representativesfrom EEU members
toitsCommission Board that will con-
sist of 10 ministers.
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Canonisation of the Genocide Victims: What is the Meaning of their Sainthood?

By Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian

On the 75th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, in a joint
Communiquéissued onApril 29, 1989
for the occasion, Their Holiness
Vazken | Catholicosof All Armenians
and Karekin Il Catholicos of Cilicia
“propose[d] that the preparatory ac-
tivities continue for the canonisation
of [the Genocide] victims.” Indeed,
the idea of religious commemoration
of the Genocide victims goes back to
the early years of the First Republic
of Armenia (1918-1920), when the
Armenian Government at thetimefor-
mally applied to Catholicos Gevorg V
toincludethe martyrsintheliturgical
calendar of the Armenian Church.

In November 2014, the Synod
of Bishops, headed by the two
Catholicoi of the Armenian Church,
announced that the martyrs of the
Genocide will be formally declared
saints on 23 April 2015. The solemn
ceremony took placeinHoly Etchmiadzin
on the centenary of the Genocide,
where the newest saints of the Arme-
nian Church were announced and ven-
erated.

Canonisation isthefinal stage of
declaration of sainthood—the last one
in the Armenian Church was done
somefivehundred yearsago—whereby
a person or a group of persons are
considered to share the holiness of
God and their lives bear witnessto the
authenticity and truth of the Christian
gospel. Saints are believed to have
joined God in an endless sharing of a
divine life beyond all corruption and
have found the true life with God. As
such, with their exemplary lives, the
saintsareanintegral part of Christian-
ity since ancient times and have a

significant placeinthedoctrinal, litur-
gical and pietistic traditions of the
“One, Universal, Apostolic, Holy
Church”.

In the last three decades, the
discussions of the canonisation of the
Armenian Genocidevictimswere con-
fined to various committees and a
narrow circle of clergymen. The deep
theological meaning of sainthood and
its relevance to faith and piety have
hardly been explained to the ordinary
Armenian faithful. The saints are can-
onized primarily for the faithful. De-
claring the Genocide martyrs as saints
is not rewarding them the “medal of
honour,” but to provide role modelsto
emulate and to continue the evangelis-
tic and spiritual mission of the Arme-
nian Church in Armenia and the
Diaspora.

Werethevictimsof the Genocide
canonized by the Church for its“sym-
bolic value” on the 100th anniversary
of the Genocide or will the declaration
of these new saints provide a unique
opportunity to renew and revitalizethe
Armenian Apostolic Churchinthe21st
century? Thisisan important question
that needs serious discernment.

Theological and Political issues

Theologically, now that the vic-
tims of the Genocide have been canon-
ized, the Armenian Church is under a
dogmatic imperative, that is, they are
nolonger victims, but victorsof Christ.
Now that the victims of the Genocide
are canonized, we can no longer hold
Hokehankists (requiem services) to
mourn their death, to which we have
accustomed ourselves. Instead, we
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy in-
voking their names, asking for their
intercession and celebrate their vic-

tory over death, inand
through Christ. The &
mournful, dark atmo- |}
sphere of commemo- i
rations of the Geno-
cide will have to be
changed into a “fes-
tive” atmosphere. The
victims are no longer
victims, but saintswho
liveintheglory of God,
that is, those who have
joined God in an end-
lesssharing of adivine
life beyond all corrup-
tion and have found the true life with
God. Hence, the question is whether
Armenians are willing to see them-
selves as witness to the Death and
Resurrection of Christ—for whom
hundreds of thousands of Armenians
gavetheir lives—rather than perpetu-
ally identify themselvesasthevictim.

Politically, ever since the 50th
anniversary of the Genocide, Arme-
nians have been collectively demand-
ing justice for the 1.5 million victims
of the Genocide from Turkey in par-
ticular and theworldingeneral. While
canonising the victims de facto re-
solves the problem of justice for their
lives, the political demand for justice
on behalf of saints of the church re-
main a problematic issue. Further-
more, the territorial question with
Turkey might also becomplicated. As
it is customary with saints, does it
mean that the places where Arme-
nians were martyred would be con-
sidered shrines or Armenian “holy
lands”? Still, there are many indirect
political implicationswhich needto be
carefully examined.

The recent canonisation of the
Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide

should not be viewed as an event that
added “ glitter” to the observance of the
100th anniversary of the Genocide.
Even as Turkey and many countries
around the world continue to deny the
fact of the Genocide, canonisation
should not be viewed as a response to
denial and, in our frustration, as a
gesture of bestowing the ultimate
honour to our victims by declaring
them saints. We would do injustice to
the victims without recognising their
martyrdom for Christ and itsimpact on
our livesindividually and on our nation
collectively. The saints in the church
are—likecelebritiestoday inthe secu-
lar world—figures of admiration and
models to emulate. Armenian Chris-
tians are called to discern the saints’
virtues and follow their example in
obtaining the “heavenly crown of
glory”. Canonising the martyrs of the
Genocide is to perpetuate their wit-
ness to Christ through the Armenian
Church’s mission and evangelism in
this world.

(Hratch Tchilingirian is a
scholar at University of Oxford, see
www.hratch.info)

His Grace Archbishop Goriun Babian

Hisbaptismal namewasV artkes.
Hewasbornin1941intheNor Arakatz
neighborhood of Bourj Hammoud. He
attended thecoed L usinian (later Aksor
Kasarjian) elementary school of Nor
Sis. He received his secondary educa-
tioninHamazakayin’ sNshan Palanjian
Jemaran of Beirut. In 1957, he was
admitted to the graduating class of the
seminary school of the Catholicosate
of theGreater Houseof CiliciainAntelias,
and in 1958 he was ordained Deacon.
Subsequently, he attended the novitiate
courses of the seminary for three years,
after which he was ordained a celibate
priest at the hand of Catholicos Zareh |
on May 28, 1961, and was thenceforth
known as Father Goriun.

After ayear teachinginthe semi-

nary, he was sent to Qamishli, Syria,
onamission asinstructor of Armenian
language and religious subjects in the
local National secondary school, at the
same time serving as visiting spiritual
leader for the area. In 1963, he was
appointed to the position of Vicar to
the Prelate of the Jeziré region by the
Civil and Religious councils of Beria.
That same year, having completed his
treatise on the life and work of the
historian Catholicos Hovhannes
Traskhanagerdtsi, hereceivedtheeccle-
siastical honor of carrying the pastoral
staff from Catholicos Khoren |I.

In 1967, he traveled to England
to pursue higher studies in Theology
and Armenology at Oxford University.
Having completed hisstudiesfor hisB.
Lit. degree, he returned to Anteliasin
the autumn of 1973 and lectured on
ecclesiastical, theological, andlinguis-
tic topics, simultaneously continuing
his philological research.

In the summer of 1977, he re-
ceived hisPh.D. in Theology and Ori-
ental Studiesfrom Oxford University.
His thesis, The Relations between the
Armenian and Geor gian Churches, was
published as a book in 2001 by the
Antelias printing press and received
the Kevork Melidinetsi literary prize
for this exemplary work.

In 1977, he returned to Antelias
and by the orders of the late Co-

Catholicos Karekin 11 of the Greater
Houseof Cilicia, established thecourse
“The Spiritual and Cultural Legacy of
the Armenian Church,” with himself
as the administrator. Having found
wide acceptance, the course ended its
first term with over 300 participants.
In 1978, barely having begun his
pedagogical career, during the dark
days of the Lebanese Civil War, he
was sent to Isfahan (New Julfa), Iran,
for a short period of time as Vicar to
thePrelate of the historic Indo-Iranian
Armenian See. In that same year, he
received the rank of Extreme Doctor
from Co-Catholicos Karekin Il. Also
in 1978, the XXI11 Delegates Council
of Isfahan elected him as Prelate. On
May 19, 1980, hereceived hisordina-
tion and anointment, again at the hand
of CatholicosKarekinIl. AndonJune
19, 1986, he received the rank and
honor of Archbishop, againby theHoly
Encyclical of Catholicos Karekin 1.
This time, due to the Islamic
Revolution in Iran and the eight-year
Iran-lraq war soon following, he re-
mained in New Julfa. Later, due to
other grave issues which occurred in
the country and the community, and
especially to protect the rights of the
Armenian community, he faithfully
served the See as Prelate without de-
spair for nearly aquarter of acentury.
During the most critical and dif-
ficult years of the country and the
community, he carried on the activi-
tiesof the Seewith most prudence and

courage. He visited the warfront many
times, risking his life. With his total
dedication and courageous leadership,
Goriun Srpazan left hisindelible mark
on thereligious, cultural, and national
mission of the See centered at the Surp
Amenaprgich (Holy All-Saviors) mon-
astery of Nor Jugha, enjoying the gen-
eral respect and esteem of all Iranian-
Armenians, aswell asthe highest gov-
ernment circles of Iran.

In the course of the 400 year
history of Nor Jugha, Archbishop
Goriun Swasthe first and only clergy-
man who was the Prelate of the Indo-
Iranian Armenian See for nearly 25
consecutive years.

In March 2002, he returned to
Antelias at the invitation of Catholicos
Aram | and wasimmediately appointed
Vicar to the Catholicosate for the Ar-
menian See of Kuwait and the Arabian
Gulf. He was originally supposed to
stay in Kuwait for about two years to
reorganize the See; however, due to
somegrievoushardshipsin Kuwait and
internal affairs of the community, by
the disposition of the Catholicos, he
was obligated to serve the See for
nearly nine years.

During the last years, Goriun
Srpazan exercised prolific construc-
tional, organizational, and cultural ac-
tivities in Kuwait and other regions of
the See. He established relations with
government circles of Kuwait as well

Continued onpag4
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Mini Confrence on Treasures of
Western Armenia at Ararat-Eskijian Museum

MISSION HILLS, CA -- Ararat-
Eskijian Museum, National Associa-
tion for Armenian Studies and Re-
search (NAASR) and Armenian Jewel -
ersFoundation, present amini-confer-
ence on "Treasures of Western Arme-
niaA Conference on Material Culture
& Genocide in Western Armenia’

Thereislittle information avail-
ablein English on the material culture
of Western Armenia. The recent joint
publication by the Geneva-based Ar-
menian Jewelers Foundation and the
Russian Museum of Ethnography has
revealed, for the first time, the ethno-
graphic collection and records of the
1916 Scientific Expeditionto Armenia
led by Alexander Miller. The Treasures
of Western Armeniacontainsvaluable
artifacts, traditional costumesand jew-
elry made and used by ordinary Arme-
nians at the time. This knowledge ex-
changeseminar will explorethethemes
of material civilizationbeforethe 1915
Genocide, its special characteristics,
and ultimate fate.

Featuring the Following Presen-

tations

“The Effects of Genocide on
Culture and Civilization in Western
Armenia’- By Dr. Rouben Adalian,
Director, Armenian National I nstitute,
Washington, D.C.

“The Lost Treasures of Western
Armenia TheMiller Collectionof 1916”
- by Mr. Hratch Kaspar, Director of
Strategic Planning, Armenian Jewel-
ers Foundation, Geneva

“Traditional Armenian Design
Patterns Across Various Arts’ - by
Mr. Hratch Kozibeyokian, President,
Armenian Rugs Society, Los Angeles

Copies of the book Treasures of
Armenia will be available during the
conference. Exhibition and reception
following program at Deukmejian Ban-
quet Hall Foyer

Sunday October 25th, 3:30 PM

Ararat-Eskijian Museum/Sheen
Memorial Chapel

15105 Mission Hills Road, Mis-
sion Hills, Calif. 91345

For information contact: (747)
500-7585 or ararat-eskijian-mu

German Historian Publishes Book on
Genocide Based on Vatican Archives

German scholar and historian
Michael Hasemann published a book
‘Armenian Genocide’ based on secret
V atican documents, News.am reports.

For fiveyearsthe historian stud-
ied the archives of the Vatican and
found a 3000-page unpublished docu-
ment, which gave him a chance to see
the events in a new light. In the past
historians acquired documents from
Germany, US, Italy, Austria and other
countries, while the Vatican archives
were closed. The Vatican had many
eyewitnessesand alot of important data.

After studying the archives, the
author discovered that Pope Benedict
XV had sent two written appeal sto the
Sultan, in which he had plead to stop
the massacres of Armenians. But his
efforts were fruitless. Afterwards the
Pope called the attention of the world
to the events in the Ottoman Empire,
but the world did not heed him.

The book was published in Ger-
many in April; the author hopesit will
betranslatedinto Armenianinthenear-
est future and will be published in
Armenia.

The historian also noted that he
will attempt to make Vatican archival
documents, or at least the most impor-
tant ones, accessible to the Armenian
National Academy of Sciences.

Hebelievesthat theVaticanplays
a great role in Genocide recognition
today. In April the Pope publicly an-
nounced that the eventsinthe Ottoman
Empire were genocide. This led three
more countries to recognize the Geno-
cide.

ECHR Rules in Favor of Turkish Politician

Continued frompagel

alsothewifeof American actor George
Clooney, represented Armenia at a
hearing.

The Swissside argued that deny-
ing the Genocide took place is tanta-
mount to "accusing the Armenians of
falsifying history, one of the worst
forms of racial discrimination.”

Despite theruling of (ECHR in
favor of Perincek, the requirements
set by the RA Government in the case
were fully satisfied by the Court, the
Armenian Prosecutor General’s Of-
fice said in a statement.

“As athird party in the case the
Republic of Armeniaexpected the Eu-

ropean Court’s decision to exclude
wordings that could in any way call
into question the fact of the Armenian
Genocide,” the Armenian Prosecutor’s
Office said in its statement.

“In today’s ruling, the European
Court noted that in thiscaseit isnot up
to the Court to decide whether the
mass killings and deportations com-
mitted against Armenians in the Otto-
man Empire in 1915 are qualified as
genocide from the perspective of the
content provided to this concept in
international law. Then, theGrand Cham-
ber established that the Court does not
havethelegal competenceto makelegal
statements on this issue, regardiess of
the aspect from which it is done.”

October 24, 2015

Lecture on * The Political Culture of the
Young Turk Revolution of 1908

FRESNO -- Dr. Bedross Der
Matossian (University of Nebraska-
Lincoln) will giveatalk on* ThePoliti-
cal Cultureof the Y oung Turk Revolu-
tion of 1908: Space, Symbolism, and
Language” at 7:30PM on Friday, Oc-
tober 30, in the University Business
Center, AlicePetersAuditorium, Room
191, on the Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Fall 2015 L ec-
ture Series, with the support of the
Virginia-based Ararat Foundation,
which was founded in 1985 and pro-
motes Armenian culture and Christian
faith, through lectures on Armenian
subjects, seminars, literature distribu-
tion, and research.

Thejubilationandtherevolution-
ary festivitiesthat took placein | stanbul
after the Young Turk Revolution of
July 24, 1908, are testimony to the
post-Revolutionary euphoria that de-
scended upon the different cities and
ethnic groups of the Ottoman Empire.
They also mark the beginnings of the
public sphere that emerged from the
Revolution. That public sphere em-
ployed both local print culture and
local rituals in a way that allowed the
new nation’ svaried ethnicandreligious
groups to participate in—and incre-
mentally define—thecultureof thenew
Ottoman nation. The celebrations and
festivities of the successful revolution
inaugurated a new era and announced
the demise of the ancien régime.

Thisrequired theadoption of new
categories of social and political defi-
nitions, new symbols, and an attempt
to adopt a consensus among all the
ethnic groups. This talk will analyze
the revolutionary rituals of these fes-
tivities from the perspective of space,
symbolism, and language in order to
explore the extent to which these ritu-
alsattemptedtocreatea” civicreligion”
that would provide social solidarity for
the ethnic groups and emphasize one-
ness rather than distinction.

Bedross Der Matossianisan As-
sistant Professor of Modern Middle
East History in the Department of His-
tory at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. Bornand raised in Jerusalem,
heisagraduate of the Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem, where he began his
graduate studies in the Department of
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies.
Hecompleted hisPh.D.inMiddle East
History in the Department of Middle
Eastern, South Asian, and African Stud-
ies at Columbia University in 2008.
From 2008 to 2010, he was a L ecturer
of Middle East History in the Faculty
of History at the Massachusetts I nsti-
tute of Technology. For the Spring
quarter 2014 he was appointed as the
Dumanian Visiting Professor in the
University of Chicago. His areas of
interest include ethnic politics in the
Middle East, inter-ethnic violence in
the Ottoman Empire, the history of the
Armenian Genocide and modern Ar-
menian history. In addition to contrib-
uting to numerous edited volumes, his
articleshave al so appeared in the Jour-
nal of Palestinian Studies, Jerusalem
Quarterly, Armenian Review, Mgjallat
al-Dirasat Al-Filastiniyya, European
Journal of Turkish Studies, Genocide
Studies and Prevention: An Interna-
tional Journal, Journal of the Society
for Armenian Studies, Turcica, and
Ararat Quarterly. He is the author of
Shattered Dreamsof Revolution: From
Liberty to Violence in the Late Otto-
man Empire(Stanford University Press,
2014).

Copies of Shattered Dreams of
Revolutionwill beonsaleat thelecture.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available,
with no permit necessary in Fresno
State L ots P5 and P6, near the Univer-
sity Business Center.

For more information about the
lecture contact the Armenian Studies
Program www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

His Grace Archbishop Goriun Babian

Continued frompage3

as embassies of other countries. With
hisfrequentinterviewswithlocal Ara-
bic and English mediarepresentatives,
he achieved significant success from
the perspective of introducing the Ar-
menian community of Kuwait and the
history and culture of the Armenian
people and Church generally, and es-

pecially the Armenian Cause.

In 2011 he returned to the Holy
See, Antelias, and devoted himself to
philological studies.

He went to his eternal rest on
May 21, 2015.

His Grace contributed to the Ar-
menian press; he is the author of nu-
merousliterary and philological works
and articles.
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MULSUFL Iy SIS

FECEIFLAHE
FICTOFAYECRAR

HEPFUBLIC 11 i
HESTORICAL. FNCVCLOFE DL,

wyrbe wmpdbpuenp, walp i wils g gn
[Fuliqupuwiiiibp,
mnchuwy plhwlpudwgpned  qinlinenng
nugfunfuwpulypts Lyl [F et ne-
vhgng qnp&wpwiibp, wpuunmuif
wggu ity hnppudwaing [Fhoiubpf
dgulynydp lsplyus gl e gusp-
Quwibhip b wyh;

<« zw!wuuuuil[l zl_uilluuull;mnl_-
[J[u_il» Jt[[ q_p#nl.lf Lut.?l[lnlﬁnl_l.ué' 11
Sunnnpuiing Swlipuwgfunwpuify Su=-
quip opfilnulibpp hupng U g -
bwy fepuwpuitigfiepfio ubqubfr gui-
bl apppp, sl Shqflilf
guitin [Fpudp qpuidg wnow i Swu=
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Armenians [unmnp 4luiuHLuu.ugl.u1_ [1[1
prgrey fupgflipp:

wnkipulyuts hlwt pbs Ubpu: ppkt §p
lelﬁbzl# prlumbLnL/;ﬁLzl bL 2"1-
Fblflull,ﬂ[ltilban: ﬁul[ U. Gn-
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. UNLnseuy

The Cotsen Institute of Archaeology at UCLA announces

The 2™ Hampartzoum and Ovsanna Chitjian

Conference in Armenian studies:

“rmeno-Persian Kelations and the Persarmenian

Community Throughout the Ages”

Saturday, Movember 14, 2015, 11:00 AM -5 PM

]:LL':ﬂ | I.I.H.'I.I h]JI:iI.I'i.I:I.'hZ

Dr. Marco Brambilla: “The Architecture of the Houses of the Armenians in New
]||.|:|':|.." {[:nivnmiﬂ' of Rome)
Prod. '|'-:||I|'.=|j |.:|:I|'!| |.'|.""|{|'ﬂ|."\-:' tionis on the | 1iﬂ.l-u|'_l.' amd "'H:-C'il."l:l.' A rahaknni A rmenia and

Arsacid lran.” {L'C Levine)

M, Kristine ]"-'Iﬂrliru:y-ull U]b]tll:l‘:lk}'i “Prehisodic Conmections between th
Inhabitants of the Armenian Highlands and the Iranian Platean.” (UCLA).
Prof. Bert Vaux “The Armenian Dialect of Salmast.” (University of Cambridge)
To ke hield on TFCLA campus in [{n:.'-m Hall, Room 314

I'ITI_'IZ .'Jlu.l.rrl | "a"aii:lll-
Paid parking available in Structure 4 or 5. §12.

R5VP T uired for luncheon: <5V Poaocla.edu

This Conference is dedicated oo the memory of
A rehibizhop Grorun Babian {1 941-2015), Prelate of ."'imlhl.l.f'u I:_'l‘.l‘}'ﬂu—HH'IE:I.
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We Remember and Demand

COMMEMORATING THE 100™
ANNIVERSARY OF
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Armenian Society of Los Angeles Choir

<U3Ns
SELLUDNL vhfrGIL Y
100~ SU.IrGLhS

Lnu UGahgpah ProwGufiug Uhnehii
Lnu UGakpuh Uhd@nbhp Uniwgufundp
NElwefuan Uhpuyly Ualnhubiub
Dothpuutio” Unult Sbiang bt

f*hinn” Unipksi Ulpons bwb

ﬂ.ru.rjnn';" .f}-"nrpf,ﬂ Elupmlﬁrfuﬂ'& teili
Uhpwgquyhti Bpudsmwalput “hypngh Bpgsufunodp
Infpwsgfoap” Lneuhtlt Uhpulpbwi

October 25th, 2015 at 7:00pm.

Glendale Presbyterian Church
125 8. Louise St., Glendale, CA 91205

“LL.og .-’an_gr-'.fm:.' Symphrmi.ﬂm" Orehestra
Music Director: Mikael Avefisvan
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Tenor: Suren Mkrichyan

Duduk: Ruben Harutunyan

ISM Youth Choir

Choirmaster: Lusine Melikselvan
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Ticket info & Reservation: (818) 241-1073
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un3 Uwpwun 21-Uwyphp 19

Uju wpwp whwh Jwjbibu nmwphbGbpne wpfuwwnwbpbbpnin G
thnpébpnin wpnhilGpp: Lwenipbwidp Jupnik Yynnwyhghn hbwn: Qnnpén
UGS nipwhunephl Yp wwwndwnt pbgh: Lwe wpwpwybipe dp whwnh
Jw)bbu:

Pwfunweinp phibpn GG: 11,12,26,30,36
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twe wnhpltp whnh GEpjuwjwbwb pkgh: Pnnp dhonglbpp
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Juinnwhwé Gu nlbbgwé YuwpnnnepniGGbpnen:

Pwfuwnnwinp phibipn GG: 2,5,19,28,30
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luE58AEShL 3nitGhu 21-3nihu 22
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Pwfunnweinp phibpn GG: 1,14,24,29,36

unrko 3niihu 23-Oqnuwnu 22
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dhaghpwywl wnwpniphiln wpqabip hwlnhuwlw) wpfuwwmbnn:
3odwpwywad tnhn:
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JOB OPPORTUNITY

ConnectTo Security hasan immediate opening for an alarm installer
position. Training will be provided. Must speak English well.

Please email resume to: jobs@ConnectTo.com; call 818-546-4602
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