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New 2016 Hyundai
Elantra SE Sedan

With M5RP of $19,270 in stock

S due at signing.
S security deposit.

ALL IN STOCK
36 Month Lease On Aproved Credlt

Al instodk & i NSRPCsad e b for D06 Elastsa &1 Sdn SE AT (Mioded & S5420R4E) acallabie trom Mowerntsr 1, 2015 thaasgh
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T pumtherse 1 e o 0,805, Lisse &1 1ot Thirdk-puarty Foes, Thivs-party Toeinay by Shabe of locallry Liroo . o
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apphes in all Stabes ancapt in COL M. B KS, VE, OF, 5C W1 'WY, & WY, where dipestion e b sublect o staa b limitafions Prios: plls
aweETmesl e and e, any sance thages. a deslar document prcessng age, any elerinic Alng hane and any amsses
ez ling chiarga. Wa hokds, or depdrits. All vehicke-soldl on & it cama, el seave hess

New 2016 Hyundai
Santa Fe Sport
2.4L FWD

With MSRP of $26,500 in stock

S0 due at signing.
S0 security deposit.

ALL IN STOCK 531 6

36 Month Lease On Aproved Cl'Edlt

Allinainck af this WERP: Closed end berse Tor 2006 Sania Fe Span 1AL FWD (Model § E3402755) avallable from Fiowermizer 3, 2005 thaugh
Januany'5. TV, Doy vl brpial Phoed oo, atynetim il By sl e o0 e el i will iy, gyl ra i Annly for bt
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acTuian l2a Dealer oonirbarson may var s muld a0 actusl e payment. Toral monthly payments £12.400010 Option 1 pechess
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NOTICE OF SECURITY: Al our vehicles are equipped with a temporany anti-theft device,
which Is the property ol the dealership and will be removed upon purchase,

THEHYUNDAIGUYS

411 S. Brand Blvd.,Glendale, CA 91204
(818) 723-0526 - www.hyundaiguys.com

Al advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer documant processing charge, any electronic filing charge.
any emission testing charge. Ofers good through 1/05/16. Written cealer Limiwed wamanty avallable for review, See dealer for complete detalls. |

Sea Max aur Armenian speaker
or call his cell (B18) 723-0526

Max Secretov

New 2016 Hyundai
Sonata SE Sedan

With M5RP of $22,905 in stock

e . /o >
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SO due at signing.
SO security deposit.

ALL IN STOCK
36 Month Lease On Aproved Credlt
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New 2015 Hyundai
Genesis 3.8L

Sedan

With MSRPof £39 205
instock

S due at signing.
S0 security deposit.

ALL IN STOCK
36 Month Lease On Aproved Credlt
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Presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan

Conclude Negotiations in Bern

BERN -- On December 19, inthe
capital of the SwissConfederationBern
the President of the Republic of Arme-
nia Serzh Sarkisian and President of
theRepublicof AzerbaijanllhamAliev
conducted negotiations aimed at the
resolution of the Nagorno Karabakh
issue. The negotiations were mediated
by the Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group.

The meeting, which took place at
theLandgut “ Lohn” reception hall of the
Swiss government, started with the par-
ticipation of the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs of the two countries Edward
Nal bandianand Elmar Mamedyarov, Co-
Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group
Igor Popov (Russia), James Warlick
(USA), Pierre Andrieu (France) and
the Personal Representative of the
OCSE Chairman-in-Office Andrzej
Kasperzuk and later was followed by
the téte-a-téte meeting of the Presi-
dents of Armeniaand Azerbaijan.

Thenegotiationsfocused on steps
aimed at reducing tension in the con-
flict area and possibilities to move
forward with the resolution of the
issue. At the conclusion of the negotia-

tions, Minister of Foreign Affairs Ed-
ward Nalbandianresponded totheques-
tions of the representatives of the Ar-
menian mass media and commented
on the results of the meeting.

The meeting comes amid height-
ened tensions as clashes erupt regu-
larly along the border shared by the
two states.

Ahead of the meeting, the co-
chairs of the Minsk Group said on
December 18 that they hoped that
Sarkisian and Aliyev would agree to
boost the cease-fireregime and revive
the protracted search for a compro-
mise peace deal.

The OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairsissued astatement after the meet-
ing of the Armenian and Azerbaijani
PresidentsheldinBernclaimingthat the
Presidents confirmed their readinessto
continue engagement on proposals re-
garding a settlement currently under
negotiation, also reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the Minsk Group format.

In Bern, President Sarkisian met
also with the Head of the Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs of Swit-
zerland Didier Burkhalter.

EU Provides 30 Million to Support
Reforms in Armenia

Y EREV AN -- TheEuropean Com-
mission has announced a new support
programme of EUR 30 million to help
Armeniaprovide better work opportu-
nities to it citizens, strengthen the
country's fiscal governance, and im-
prove the participation of Armenia's
civil society inthedemocratic decision
making processes.

Announcing the package, Com-
missioner for European Neighbourhood
Policy and Enlargement Negotiations,
Johannes Hahn, said:

“This renewed support to our
eastern neighbour will allow crucial
reforms to take place. This is good
news for Armenian citizens as these
reforms, be it through better public
servicesor increased job opportunities
will benefit them directly”.

Theaction, "Better Qualifications

for Better jobs" (¢15 million) will seek
toimprovetheefficiency of Armenia's
|abour market and the empl oyability of
its workforce, with a particular em-
phasis on agricultural employment.

The "Public Finance Policy Re-
form Programme" (¢10 million) will
address the accountability, transpar-
ency and effectivenessof public spend-
inginArmeniainlinewithinternational
standards and practices. This should
also help prevent corruption.

The"Civil Society Facility" (<5
million) will strengthen the capacity
of civil society organisations to ef-
fectively contributeto democratic de-
cision making processes. The project
will improve the organizational ca-
pacity of CSOsaswell astheir capac-
ity to engage in policy formulation/
monitoring.

Armenia Defense Ministry:
Karabakh Ceasefire All But Dead

YEREVAN -- The two-decade-
long ceasefire in Nagorno-Karabakh
has essentially come to an end,
Armenia’s Defense Ministry said on
Tuesday, pointingtoincreasingly seri-
ous skirmishes in the Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict zone.

“We don’t have a peace there.
What we haveisrelative calm,” the
ministry spokesman, Artsrun
Hovannisian, told reporters.

“Thisis awar, and | would ask
you to use the term ‘war’ and not to
use the phrase ‘ceasefire violation’
because, in effect, we don't have a
ceasefire anymore,” he said.

The Armenian and Azerbaijani
militaries have suffered this year the
largest number of casualties since a
Russian-brokered truce stopped their
full-scale war for Karabakh in 1994.
Exchanges of mortar fireon their main
frontline around NKR territory appear
to have been a daily occurrence in
recent months.

Fighting thereintensified further
on the eve of last Saturday’s meeting
of the Armenianand A zerbaijani presi-
dentsheldinBern, Switzerland. About
adozen soldiers from both sides have
died over the past week. According to
the Armenian military, the Azerbaijani
side has started using tanks and how-
itzers for the first time since 1994.

Hovannisian described the
Azerbaijani recourseto increasingly

heavy artillery as a “desperate step”
resulting from Baku’ sfailureto gain
astrategic advantage over the Arme-
nian side. “Why have they switched
to tank and howitzer fire?” he said.
“Because during previous incidents
they killed one or two Armenian sol-
diers but got atougher response. We
didn’t let them do more. They failed
to reach their overall objective.”

Hovannisian spoke after
Karabakh’s Defense Army reported
a sharp drop in the intensity of small
armsand mortar firefrom Azerbaijani
army positionsonthenight fromMon-
day to Tuesday. The Azerbaijani De-
fense Ministry claimed, by contrast,
that Armenian truce violations inten-
sified overnight. Neither sidereported
fresh casualties.

Armenian Council of America:

OSCE Minsk Group Must Forgo
the Current Status Quo

While 2015 has seen an unprec-
edented armed escal ation and aggrava-
tion of the peace process aimed at a
politically negotiated solution to the
Nagorno Karabakh conflict, the OSCE
Minsk Group must make surethat this
exacerbated climate does not linger in
2016.

The Heads of Delegation of the
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair Coun-
tries—Foreign Minister of the Russian
Federation Sergey Lavrov, Secretary
of State of the United States John
Kerry, State Secretary for European
Affairsof FranceHarlem Desir- issued
a joint statement re-affirming their
commitment to mediating a peaceful
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, yet Azerbaijan continued to
attack Armenia and Artsakh, using
various tools at its disposal, including
indiscriminant sniper fire at the con-
flict zone, border incursions, surface
to air missiles towards aircraft and
shelling of villages across the border,
leading to countlessmilitary, aswell as
civiliancasualties.

TheMinsk Group co-chairshave
long been urging the parties to the
conflict to withdraw snipers and agree
to a mechanism for international in-

ARMENIAN
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vestigations of armed incidents. These
measures are backed by the govern-
ments of Armenia and Artsakh but
continuously rejected by Azerbaijan.
TheArmenian Council of America
supports U.S. House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman Ed Royce's call
on the U.S., Russian, and French me-
diators to press Azerbaijan to accept
major safeguards against intensifying
ceasefire violations in the Nagorno
Karabakh Republic conflict zone.
Inaddition, the ACA, urgesAm-
bassador JamesWarlick, U.S. Co-Chair
of OSCE Minsk Group, the State De-

Continued on page3
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Russia Reinforces Base in Armenia
With Attack, Transport Helicopters

MOSCOW (Sputnik) — Russia
has reinforced its military basein Ar-
menia with attack and transport heli-
copters, theDefense Ministry’ s South-
ern Military District’s press service
announced Monday.

“Six modern attack Mi-24P and
transport Mi-8MT helicopters from the
Army’s aviation have been delivered [to
the Armenian military base] from amili-
tary airbaseinthe Krasnodar region,” the
press service said.

Currently, the aircraft are being
assembled, according to the press
service.

The district’s Erebuni base in

Armeniawas formed in 1995 and the
MiG-29 Fulcrum multirole fighters
were deployed therein 1998. In July
2001, the units at Erebuni wereincor-
porated into an air division of the
Russian 102nd Military Base in
Gyumri, Armenia.

On December 8, the military dis-
trict said that seven of Russia's ad-
vanced Mi-24 Hind attack helicopters
and Mi-8MT Hip transport helicopters
had been deployed to the Erebuni base.

Russian pilots are expected to
begin helicopter flights from the base
in the first quarter of 2016, according
to the press service.

Valery Permyakov Trial Begins in Gyumri

GYUMRI
(Armenianow) —
V al er vy
Permyakov, a 19-
year-old conscript
at Russia’ smilitary
base in Gyumri,
stood before an
Armenian court in
the territory of the
base on Friday on [
charges of mur-
dering a seven-
member Armenian
family inthenorth-
western city ear-
lier this year.

The murders
of the Avetisyan
family, including atwo-year-old girl
and a six-month-old boy, sparked
angry protests in Gyumri in January
as people demanded Permyakov’s
immediate handover to Armenian jus-
tice. Russia did not unambiguously
agree to an Armenian trial of the
alleged murderer until last June,
but said it would still take placein
the territory of the base where
Permyakov has been held since his
arrest.

In August Permyakov was al-
ready tried by Russia’ s military court
and sentenced to 10 yearsin prisonon
desertion and arms and ammunition
stealing charges. Hefacesup to alife
sentence under the indictment of the
Armenian court.

Duringthepreliminary investiga-
tion Permyakov admitted to murder
charges, but his motives still remain
unclear.

At the start of the Armenian trial
held in the premises of the Russian
garrison military court Artur Sakunts,

aprominent human rights activist rep-
resenting the legal successors of the
Avetisyan family, raised the question
of the presence of Russian military
men in the chamber, but the Armenian
judge presiding over the trial rejected
the petition on their removal, explain-
ing that they ensured the defendant’s
security.

Armenian lawyers represent-
ing the Avetisyan family’srelatives
also made complaintsabout the gen-
eral conditions in which the pro-
ceedings took place, with low audi-
bility and little room for lawyers,
media and members of the public.
They raised the issue of moving the
trial to the lower court of the Shirak
province.

At the request of the defense
attorneysto provide them with timeto
get familiarized with the casefiles, the
judge adjourned the trial till January
18, without considering the question
of moving the proceedings to another
location.

Armenia Assumes CSTO Chairmanship

MOSCOW -- Armenian Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian, who isin Mos-
cow on aworking visit, participatesin
Collective Security Council session of
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO).

Accordingto Armenian presiden-
tial press service, the session was
chaired by Armenian President Serzh
Sarkisian who assumed the chairman-
shipin CSTO.

At the plenary session of the
CSTO the parties signed a number of
documents, including the Declaration
of the Heads of the CSTO on fighting
international terrorism, drafts of the
resolutions of the Collective Security
Council “On the Secretary General of
the CSTO” and “On therotation of the
officials — members of the permanent
bodies of the CSTO.”

"We see as a priority task the
decisivefightagainst thelSIL (Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant — former
name of |S) terrorist group that has
unleashed cruel bloodshed in many
countries and presents a threat to the
entire humanity,” the CSTO member
countries said in a joint statement.

"We note the growth of security
threatsin Central Asiaconnected with
activities of 1SIL, the Taliban move-

ment, Al-Qaeda and other terrorist or-
ganizations on the territory of Af-
ghanistan which leads to escal ation of
tensions on CSTO'’ s southern borders,
directly threatening with destabiliza-
tion of the situation in the area of its
(CSTO’s) responsihility," the state-
ment added.

The document noted that CSTO
member states call on all countries to
strictly comply with requirements of
anti-terrorist resolutions of UN Security
Council and General Assembly. Thelead-
ers of CSTO member countries also
called for forming a broad coalition on
the basis of UN Charter, norms and
principles of international law without
politicizing and preconditions.

"We pay much attention to fur-
ther strengthening the package of mea-
sures aimed at fighting against the
ideology of international terrorismand
religious extremism. We are confident
that in order to strengthen civil immu-
nity todistribution of radical ideas, itis
necessary to add to efforts of relevant
state authoritiesthe potential of public
structures, media and religious con-
fessions," the statement said.

The CSTO groups Russia, Ar-
menia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

Shirkhanian

Denies Links

with Criminal Gang

Y EREV AN --Vahan Shirkhanian,
a former deputy defense minister and
former deputy prime minister, who
was detained in connection with the
case of an armed gang on December
19, denies accusations, according to
his lawyer Tigran Ter-Y esayan.

Ter-Yesayan told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian Service that Shirkhanian does
not know why he was arrested.

He said that his client’s arrest
was preceded by a search in his apart-
ment, during which they seized
Shirkhanian’ scomputer and notebook,
as well as a hunting rifle and a pistol
presented by the late prime minister
Vazgen Sargsyan.

On November 25 as a result of
operations of the National Security
Service (NSS) an armed gang was
neutralized. The gang, according to
the NSS, had planned to carry out a
number of serious crimes in the terri-
tory of Armenia. The head of the gang
was Artur Vardanyan, a 34-year-old
Armenian national who has been a
permanent resident of Spain since 1997
andalsoallegedly took partinKassab's
liberation.

Later, the NSS reported that at
the preliminary stage of the investiga-
tion, the group mentioned in their testi-
monies some peoples names, including
Shirkhanian that they had contactswith.

According to investigators,
Shirkhanian participated in the crimi-
nal association by Artur Vardanyan.
The former official is suspected of
acting in favor of the criminal associa-
tion, in having a particul ar assignment
and role. The NSS Investigation De-
partment initiated a criminal case un-
der Article223.2 of the Criminal Code.

Shirkhanian, 68, was a promi-
nent member of Armenia’s first post-
Communist government that came to
power in 1990. He served as deputy
defenseminister beforebeing appointed
in June 1999 as deputy prime minister
inthecabinet of PrimeMinister Vazgen
Sarkisian.

Incidentally, this is not the first
arrest for the former deputy defense
minister.

In 2006, among a number of other
former officials Shirkhanian was ar-
rested on money laundering charges.
But the case against him then collapsed.
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100 LIVES Launches ‘Amal Clooney
Scholarship’ Program

NEW YORK -- 100 LIVES has
announcedthelaunch of "Amal Clooney
Scholarship” - an annual scholarship
for young L ebanese women to pursue
a degree at the United World College
(UWC) Dilijan in Armenia. The new
Scholarship is to strengthen cross-
cultural education and understanding
through collaborative social and phil-
anthropic projects.

“As aleading human rights bar-
rister and campaigner, Amal Clooney
isaninspirational rolemodel for young
women around the world. She exem-
plifiesintegrity, compassion and dedi-
cation - and typifies what it means to
be aglobal citizen across all cultures”
said Ruben Vardanyan, co-founder of
100LIVESand UWC Dilijan College.

“100 L1V ESrecognizesthe need
for future generations to have greater
cross-cultural understanding. The col-
lege strives to make education aforce
for peaceby bringing together aspiring
young leadersfromall over theworld”,
he added.

Through this new scholarship,
100L1VESwill send onefemal estudent
from Lebanon to Dilijan each year to
enroll inatwo-year international bacca-
laureateprogram. Recipientsof theAmal
Clooney Scholarship will be chosen
annually based on their exemplary aca-
demic performance and demonstrable
interest in the promotion of human
rights and international issues.

Thefirst Amal Clooney Scholar-
ship will be awarded to Pamela
Tebchrany - adedicated L ebanese stu-
dent who graduated top of her class

and is fluent in Arabic, French and
English. Shewill be using the scholar-
ship to pursue her interests in human
rights and women's equality.

“Thisscholarshipwill giveyoung
women from L ebanon the opportunity
of a lifetime. Cross-cultural learning
and studying abroad can be transfor-
mative. | am grateful to 100 LIVESfor
helping to open doors for these bright
and talented young women”, Amal
Clooney said.

Beyond this scholarship, both
Mrs. Clooney and her husband,
George, have philanthropic tiesto 100
LIVES. George Clooney isco-chair of
the Aurora Prize for Awakening Hu-
manity - a new $ 1 million global
humanitarian prize recognizing those
who put themselves at risk to enable
otherstosurvive. Hewill present at the
inaugural Prize at a ceremony in
Y erevan, Armeniaon April 24, 2016.

"1915" Wins Lake Van
International Film Festival Special Jury Prize

YEREVAN -- The closing-night
filmat theLakeVan International Film
Festival, thepsychological thriller 1915
received a resounding ovation from
the Kurdish and Turkish audience in
attendance—and earned the Special
Jury Prize at aceremony in downtown
Van on December 11, 2015. The film,
co-directed by Garin Hovannisian and
Alec Mouhibian, had been at the center
of much controversy in the lead-up to
the screening, as local anti-Armenian
groups condemned the festival and
threatened the festival organizer for
inviting such afilm to what is consid-
ered Eastern Turkey.

Executive produced by Raffi K.
Hovannisian, Armenia’s first foreign
minister and founding director of the

Armenian Center for National and Inter-
national Studies(ACNIS), starring Simon
Abkarian and Angela Sarafyan, and fea-
turing an original score by Serj Tankian,
the film is atribute to the legacy of the
Armenian Genocide of 1915.
Representing the film in Van,
Garin Hovannisian took on Turkey’s
century of denial and spoke out
forcefully about the Armenian Geno-
cide—at the same time recognizing
the courage of thoseintellectualsand
organizers who have initiated such a
discussion 100 years later. In an
interview with Van TV at the Holy
Cross Church on Akhtamar Island,
Hovannisian said: “Thisis the spiri-
tual and symbolic heart of the Arme-
nian kingdom. We do not feel like

Tatev Monastery Complex
Reconstruction Kicks Off

YEREVAN (Mediamax) -- Re-
construction of Tatev monastery com-
plex kicked off as part of Tatev Re-
vival Project. The reconstruction of
the northern entrance of the complex
has started since December.

“It was decided to start with the
northern entrance which was impor-
tant in terms of both not hindering
tourists' visits and organizing the re-
construction of the complex correctly.
It's the gate which has been histori-
cally significant. Through thisgatethe
whol e splendor of Saint Poghos-Petros
Churchisseen and it overlooks avery
beautiful scenery. During the works,
the fencing of the entrance will be
reinforced and the original exterior de-
sign will be restored”, noted Edgar
Manukyan, head of Initiatives for De-
velopment of Armenia(IDeA) Founda-
tion whichisimplementing the project.

Before the start of the construc-
tion, specialized organizations carried
out a number of researches including
studiesof geophysicial, geological and
seismic condition of the area, engi-
neering examination of the buildings

and laser scanning.

Bibliographic and archive docu-
ments related to the Tatev monastery
complex have also been studied to
carry out the reconstruction works in
line with the historical facade and de-
velopment of the complex. To protect
the foundation of the monastery com-
plex against underground waters and
moisture, a new drainage system has
been built.

“ After the northern entrance, the
other premises of the complex- Saint
Astvatsatsin Church as well the Pen-
dulous Column and Belfry -will be
reconstructed”, said Tatev Revival
Project Manager Hayk Tutunjyan.

Within Tatev monastery com-
plex reconstruction project, | DeA Foun-
dation cooperates with the Architec-
tural Council of the Mother See of
Holy Echmiadzinand Armenian Minis-
try of Culture.

Aspart of Tatev Revival Project,
all the premises of the monastery com-
plex- the churchesand auxiliary build-
ings- are going to be reconstructed
and repaired.

Armenian Council of America

Continued frompagel

partment and the White House, to ad-
here to the call by members of Con-
gress and “publicly condemn specific
acts of aggression along the line of
contact. The long-standing U.S. and
OSCE practice of responding to each
new attack with generic calls upon all
parties to refrain from violence has
failed to de-escalate the situation. In-
stead, this policy of artificial even-
handedness has dangerously increased
tensions. There will be no peace ab-
sent responsibility.”

Although, even-handedness and
encouragement of dialogue is key to ne-
gotiatingapeaceful palitical process, itis
only so when all sidesto aconflict are
eager to engage in only the peaceful
political process. As 2015 has shown,
the Azeri dictatorship, does not share
the international community’s goal of
peace process, but rather bidesitstime,
and continuesto gaugemilitary options.

For the OSCE Minsk Group to

remain a credible negotiator, and con-
tinue a viable peaceful political process
to the Nagorno Karabakh conflict, it
must maintain its integrity as a neutral
party. If it does not respond to Azeri
aggression by condemning the aggres-
sor, it will lose the credibility of the
Governments of Armenia and Artsakh.
If it doesnot respondto Azeri aggression
by condemning theaggressor it will also
be seen as amere inconsequential orga-
nizational obstacle that the Azeri dicta-
torship can trifle with and continue to
concentrate on a military solution.

In order to prevent the future
escalation of the conflict, the OSCE
Minsk Group must forgo the current
status quo and forcefully and bluntly
condemn Azeri aggression. When and
only whentheAzeri aggressionishalted,
the OSCE Minsk Group must encour-
age trust building measures; a key
component of whichistheinclusion of
the democratically elected representa-
tivesof the Nagorno Karabakh Repub-
lic within the peace talks.

strangers in this land. We feel that
we have come home.”
TheKurdishinterviewers, intheir
turn, apol ogized tothe Armenian people
on behalf of the Kurdish and Turkish
peoples. Even on national television,
they did not mince words about “the

genocide” and added: “We hope that
we can have a common life here. We
wish the past did not exist.” Similar
sentiments were conveyed all through
theweek in Van, where amovement to
recognize the Armenian connection to
thisland is well under way.
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Prof. RIchard Hovannisian Inducted into

Accademia Ambrosiana

MILAN -- Professor Richard G.
Hovannisian of UCLA, Chapman Uni-
versity, and the Shoah Foundation at
USC has been inducted as a Fellow of
theprestigiousAccademiaAmbrosiana
of Milan, Italy. Nominated by the Great
Chancellor of the Academy, Arch-
bishop of Milan Cardinal Angelo Scola,
for having distinguished himself inthe
field of Armenian and Oriental Studies,
Hovannisianwasinducted asalifetime
fellow of the 400 year-old Academy in
formal ceremoniesheldintheBiblioteca
Ambrosianaonthe evening of Novem-
ber 9, 2015. His diploma was pre-
sented by Monsignor Franco Buzzi,
president of the Academy.

On November 10, Dr.
Hovannisian delivered a memorable
inaugural address on the significance
of thecentenary of the Armenian Geno-
cide and the advances since 1915 in
thehistoriography of theMetsY eghern
(Great Crime) and its significance in
comparative perspective. Other talks
on Armenian subjectsduring thethree-
day assembly were given by invited
scholars Marco Bias, Raymond
Kevorkian, and Aldo Ferrari. Profes-
sor Levon Chookaszian of Yerevan
State University also attended as an
inductee of the Academy’s Classis
Orientalis.

Richard Hovannisian hasauthored
and edited 30 books and nearly 100

articles and chapters on Armenian,
Near Eastern, and Caucasian history
and culture. He is a Guggenheim fel-
low, a full member of the National
Academy of Sciencesof Armenia, and
a recipient of numerous scholarly,
ecclesiastic, civic, and professional
awards. He is currently collaborating
with the Shoah Foundation on theinte-
gration of Armenian survivor testi-
mony into the Foundation’s perma-
nent holdings, while also completing
work on the Armenian translation of
volumes 3 and 4 of his magnus opus,
The Republic of Armenia.

Ludovica and Dr. Agop Aintablian
Make $4.5 Million Donation to ASLA

GO
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(L-R): ArsenDanielian, Tomik Alexanian, Mrs.Ludovicaand Dr. Agop Aintablian

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Society of Los Angeleshasannounced
the acceptance of a $4.5 million dona-
tionfrom Mrs. Ludovicaand Dr. Agop
Aintablian, including $1.9 million to
pay the balance of the mortgage owed
onthe Society’ sfive-year-old building
inGlendale.

Accordingto thedonors’ wishes,
the balance of approximately $2.6 mil-
lionwill beheldinanirrevocablechari-
table remainder trust for the life of
Mrs. Ludovica Aintablian, and subse-
guently will be used by the ASLA to
advance and support cultural, humani-
tarian and educational activitiesin the
local Armenian community.

In honour of the benefactors, the
Armenian Society of Los Angeles has
named the building of the Society
“Ludovicaand AgopAintablian Center”.

Joining in the official announce-
ment at ASLA’s59th anniversary ball
in November were Arsen Danielian,
Esq., Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees; Tomik Alexanian, member of the
Board of Trusteesand COO; and Hovik
Gabikian, President of the Executive
Committee.

“Onbehalf of the Armenian Soci-
ety of Los Angeles, we express our
deepest appreciation to Ludovica and
Agop for their generosity and confi-
dence in our organization,” Danielian
said. “Wetakegreat pridein accepting
thisdonation and will take exceptional
carein carrying out their wishes. First
and foremost, will be maintaining the
long tradition of the Armenian Society
of Los Angeles to continue good rela-
tions with all segments of the Arme-
nian community.”

December 26, 2015

Renowned Canadian-Armenian Photographer
Hrair Hawk Khacherian to Present His Book
"100 1915-2015"

GLENDALE --
Photographer Hrair
Hawk Khacherian will
be in California pre-
senting his newly pub-
lished book 100 (1915-
2015) in two separate
locations;

-Sunday, January
17, 2016, 4pm at the
Ararat Eskijian Mu-
seum in Mission Hills,
15105MissionHillsRd

-Thursday, Janu-
ary 21, 2016, 7pm at
theGlendale Adult Rec-
reation Center in Glendale, 201 Colo-
rado Str.

Admission to each event is free.
Both presentation will be in English.
Glendale visitors will receive 3 hours
FREE parking across the street at The
Market Place parking structure with
validation at the Adult Recreation Cen-
ter front desk. These programs are a
collaboration between Ararat Eskijian
Museum and the Library, Arts & Cul-
ture Department.

100 (1915-2015) book includes
more than 1,000 photographs and is a
visual record of the rich Armenian
cultural heritage that has survived and
flourished. Beginning with Mt. Ararat
and the story of Noah's ark, the book
reflects the rise and fall of Armenian
kingdoms, the establishment and ebb-
ing of Armenian communities in Ar-
menia and in foreign lands, and the
current status of Armenians today. It
containsphotographsof cultural monu-
ments, churches, monasteries, for-
tresses, coins, needlework, handi-
crafts, church vestments, carpets, ar-
tistic objects created by Armenian sil-
versmiths and goldsmiths, frescos,
carvings, manuscripts, cross-stones,
cities, villages and many more.
Khacherin has dedicated this book to
the memory of his grandparents, and

the memory of the victims of the Ar-
menian Genocide. Kacherianwill show
case hisphotographsthrough as Power
Point presentation.

Hrair Hawk Khacherianwasborn
in Lebanon in 1961. He moved to
Canadain 1984. In 1988, he began to
actively participatein Diasporaactivi-
ties related to the Karabakh Move-
ment. Despite being told in the early
1990's that he had terminal cancer,
Khatcherian has spent almost three
decades presenting exhibitions, con-
ferences, and photographic lectures
aroundtheglobe. Hisphotographshave
appeared in numerous magazines,
newspapers, books and publications.
Khacherian has published 12 photog-
raphy books, among them: Artsakh: A
Photographic Journey (1997), 40
Nudes (2001), Karabakh: 100 Pictures
(2002), Yergir (2005), Flying Hye
(2005), Armenian Ornamental Art
(2010; in collaboration with Armen
Kyurkchyan), Armenian Ornamental
Script (2012) and One Church One
Nation (2013). For almost three decades
now K hacherian has been presenting ex-
hibitions, conferences, photographiclec-
turesacrossArmeniaand|later indifferent
parts of theworld. His photographs have
appeared in numerous magazines, news-
papers, books and publications.

Prior to selecting the Armenian
Society of Los Angeles, the couple con-
ducted lengthy research “to find the
most suitable organi zation which serves
theneedsof thelocal Armenian commu-
nity, whileal so participatinginprograms
that benefit familiesin Armenia.”

Dr. Aintablian added, “We feel
that the Armenian Society of Los An-
geles is the best organization to ac-
complish both of these goals.”

Established in 1956, The Arme-
nian Society of Los Angeles, with
more than 1,000 active members, isan
independent and autonomous cultural
and non-profit charitable organization,
which does not pursue political or
religious activities. The Society pur-
sues cultural and charitable goals to

preserve and develop the Armenian
cultureand relativetraditionsand pro-
mote good citizenship of the United
States. Serving the Armenian people
and Armenia being its main purpose,
the Society also collaborates with in-
stitutions and establishments both in
the U.S. and in Armenia.

Among thenumerousbenevolent
activities, the main functions of the
Society include: a Saturday School
with about 100 studentsranging in age
from 6to 15; achoir with morethan 85
members, headed by internationally
renowned Maestro Mikael Avetisyan;
folklore dance classes; a women's
chapter; youth and art chapters; an
extensive Armenianlibrary; and Save-
a-Child Educational Fundin Armenia.
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