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Armenia Commemorates 8th Anniversary of
March 1 Victims

YEREVAN -- Armenia’ sopposi-
tion groups staged a joint rally on
Tuesday in commemoration of victims
of 2008 post-election clashes.

Several thousand opposition sup-
porters gathered in Y erevan's Liberty
Square from where they marched to-
wardsalocationinthe Armenian capi-
tal where the bloody unrest took place
eight years ago.

Opposition members laid flow-
ersat the square near which ten people
were killed and more than 100 others
wereinjured on March 1-2, 2008 when
security forces suppressed protests
by supporters of opposition leader
Levon Ter-Petrosian who disputed the
outcome of an election in which Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian won his first
presidential term.

Theopposition ArmenianNational
Congress, the New Armenia Public
Salvation Front and other opposition
forces are holding a march in memory
of March 1, 2008 victims

Ter-Petrosian, who underwent a
cancer surgery in January, was absent
from the rally. Among the parties and
groups that joined the rally tonight
wereal sotheextra-parliamentary New
ArmeniaPublic Salvation Front, oneof
whoseleadersisSarkisian’ s2013 presi-
dential election challenger Raffi
Hovannisian, the People’s Party of
Armeniaof Ter-Petrosian’sally Stepan
Demirchian, the Civil Contract party
recently set up by lawmaker Nikol
Pashinian, who spent more than two
years in prison for his alleged role in

the 2008 events, Soviet-era dissident
Paruyr Hayrikian’ sUnionfor National
Self-Determination and opposition ac-
tivist Ashot Manucharian’s Hayastan
(Armenia) initiative. Somerelativesof
thekilled citizensal sotook placeinthe
commemorations.

Speakers at the event stressed
that eight yearsafter thekillingsno one
has been brought to justice yet. They
again accused the authorities of cover-
ing up the crimes.

“Despite the pledges of [Presi-
dent] Serzh Sarkisian given under the
pressure of the opposition to restart
theinvestigation, thereisnoinvestiga-
tion at the moment despite the fact that
formally thecaseisnot closed,” Levon
Zurabian, asenior HAK member, told
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service
(Azatutyun.am).

“No one is arrested, no one is
charged, nothing is being done in this
directionasthey areengagedinimitating
the process,” the oppositionist charged.

New Armenia scoordinator Jirair
Sefilian expressed satisfaction that at
|east on such aday leading opposition
groups managed to come together. “It
isnot the first time that we try to form
unity over some idea and this was
another attempt,” said the opposition
hardliner referring to the joint state-
ment of six opposition partiespledging
consistent efforts to achieve the dis-
closure of the ‘March 1' crimes.

Speaking at tonight’ s rally mem-

Continued on page3

Rep. Schiff Commemorates 28th Anniversary
of Pogrom Against Armenians in Sumgait

WASHINGTON, DC - Today,
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) entered the
following statement into the Congres-
sional Record:

“Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the 28th anniversary of the
pogrom against the Armenian resi-
dents of the town of Sumgait,
Azerbaijan. On this day in 1988, and
for three days following, Azerbaijani
mobs assaulted and killed Armenians.
When the violence finally subsided,
hundreds of Armenian civilians had
been brutally murdered and injured,
women and young girls were raped,
and victims were tortured and burned
alive. Those that survived the carnage
fled their homes and businesses, |eav-
ing behind everything they had intheir
desperation.

“The pogroms were not an acci-
dent. They were the culmination of
years of vicious anti-Armenian propa-
ganda, spread by the Azerbaijani au-
thorities. The Azerbaijani authorities
made little effort to punish those re-
sponsible, instead attempting to cover
uptheatrocitiesin Sumgait to thisday,

as well as denying the role of senior
government officialsininstigating the
violence. Unsurprisingly, it was not
the end of the violence, and was fol-
lowed by additional attacks, including
the 1990 pogrom in Baku.

“The Sumgait massacre and the
subsequent attacks on ethnic Arme-
nians, resulted in the virtual disappear-
ance of a once thriving population of
450,000 ArmenianslivinginAzerbaijan,

Continued on page2

DM Ohanyan: Armenia Maintains Efforts
for Peaceful Settlement of Karabakh Conflict

Y EREV AN (Combined Sources) -
-Themilitary-political leadership of Ar-
menia maintains efforts to reach the
settlement of the Karabakh conflict
through peaceful means, Armenian De-
fense Minister Seyran Ohanyan said at a
meeting with the presidency of the Ar-
menian National Academy of Sciences.

The Minister added, however,
that the rival refuses to work con-
structively and continuesto violatethe
ceasefire agreement.

“Therival is consistently aggra-
vating the situation to solve certain
domestic problems on one hand, and
to exert pressure on the Armenian side
on the international arenain order to
grab unilateral concessions,” Minister
Ohanyan said.

“We're afraid of war, but we're
not afraid of fighting, i.e. we are ready
to protect Armenia and Artsakh — a
sacred part of our country. The Arme-
nian Ministry of Defense is preparing
for war every day,” the Defense Min-
ister said.

Ohanyan added that the Ministry
always stands ready to resist possible
aggression, preparing itself for awar in

itsdaily activities. “What | see at thetop
of that preparedness is the activities of
the Defense Ministry, its General Head-
guarters and adjunct bodies. But the
existing politico-military situation, and
the regional and international develop-
ments do not herald the possibility of a
large-scale war; we do al our best to
restrain those ambitions through creat-
ing national andinternational guarantees.
But should the military operations [re-
sume], we will have to unconditionally
defend our fatherland,” he added.

The Defense Minister assured
that Armenia's political and military
leadership have carried serious work
towards the acquisition of modern
weapons and military equipment.
“Peopl e often want to know what kinds
of weapons we have acquired. My
responseisthat we have no deviations
inour plans. Our military and technical
cooperation provides development of
military equipment. We acquire mod-
ern long- range precision weapons.
And | consider the lessthere are ques-
tionsonthe mentioned above, themore
we will easily conduct our tasks,”
Ohanyan emphasi zed.

Davutoglu Compares Pro-Russian Kurds to

“Armenian Gangs”

BINGOL, TURKEY --Inarecent
public statement Turkish Prime Minis-
ter Ahmet Davutoglu has used an ex-
pression that incites enmity towards
Armenians.

In criticizing the pro-Kurdish
Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) of Tur-
key, Davutoglu reportedly said: “They're
collaborating with Russig, just like the
Armeniangangs. They aregoingand open-
ing a representation in Moscow.”

Turkey has been increasingly at
loggerheadswith Russiaover the Syria
crisis. The relations between the two
countries escalated last November
when Turkish air forces shot down a
Russian warplane at the Syrian border.

Turkey deniesit exterminated 1.5
million Armeniansin a planned geno-
cide during the First World War when
it fought against the Russian Empirein
the Caucasus front.

Ottoman authoritiesroutinely re-
ferred to ethnic and religious minori-
ties that tried to put up resistance to
their policy of animalizationas” gangs’.
Ottoman Armenians also tried to de-
fend themselves with arms in several
districts of Turkey during those years.
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Russia Dismisses Azerbaijani Protests
Against Arms Deal with Armenia

MOSCOW (RFE/
RL) -- Russia dismissed
on Thursday Azerbaijani
protests against its deci-
sion to sell $200 million
worth of more Russian-
manufactured weaponsto
Armenia.

TheAzerbaijani For-
eign Ministry said on
Wednesday that it hassent
a protest note to M oscow
in connection with the
arms deal that will be fi-
nanced with a $200 mil-
lion Russian loan allocated to Y erevan
last year.

“Wehavealready madeit clear to
the Azerbaijani sidethrough diplomatic
channels that Russia is bound by an
alliance with Armeniaand is devel op-
ing with it military-technical coopera-
tion among other things,” said Maria
Zakharova, the Russian Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman.

“This is a well-known fact, and
wearemanaging that cooperationwith-
out hiding it, in atransparent and open
manner. We hope that Azerbaijan will
show understanding for this fact,”
Zakharova told a news briefing in
Moscow.

“We carry out any supplies of
weaponsto Armeniaaswell asfriendly
Azerbaijan with a meticulous consid-
eration of the need to maintain the
balance of forces in the region,” she
added, according to the TASS news
agency.

Zakharova appeared to allude to
the fact that Russia has sold more than
$4 billion worth of mostly offensive
weapons to Azerbaijan in the last sev-
eral years. Those arms deliveries
prompted criticism from Armenia’s
government, political parties and me-
dia. Some of them have accused M os-
cow of thereby undercutting Armenia,
Russia smainregional ally, inthedis-
pute with Azerbaijan over Nagorno-
Karabakh.

The latest Russian-Armenian
arms deal has been construed by some
analysts as a Russian attempt to pla-
cate the Armenians.

The Russian government dis-
closed latelast week along list of items
which the Armenian military will be
ableto acquirewith the Russianloan by
theend of 2017. They include devastat-
ing multiple-launch rocket systems,
flamethrower systems, anti-tank rock-
ets and communication equipment.

German Bundestag Delays Vote

on Armenian Genocide Bill

BERLIN (Armradio) -- The Ger-
man Bundestag held a debate on the
Armenian Genocide on February 25
but did not voteon thebill proposed by
theAlliance90/The Greens. Theruling
coalitionsaidit’ snot the proper timeto
adopt thebill and proposed to continue
the discussionsin the coming weeksto
prepareanew finalized document until
April 24, 2016.

Chairman of the Alliance 90/The
Greens Cem Ozdemir agreed to with-
draw hisbill on condition that the new
document to be agreed before April 24
clearly mentionsthe events of 1915 as
genocide, accepts Germany’s role in
the massacre and contributes to the
normalization of the Armenian-Turk-
ishrelations.

The issue was brought to the
agendaby the Alliance 90/The Greens,
which has always urged to describe
the events of 1915 as ‘genocide.” Ad-
dressing the Bundestag today, Ozdemir
said “the authorities have no common
stance on the issue out of the fear to
irritate Erdogan. “I don’t understand
why we cannot vote for this bill. We
should do that for the simple reason of
clearing our conscience,” he said.

“Turkey is distorting its own his-
tory, whileour goal istoestablishthetruth.
A clear message on the part of Germany
could change alot,” Ozdemir said.

KlausBrahmigof CDU/CSU said,
in turn, that “the current Turkish au-
thorities are not responsible for their
ancestors, but can take steps to im-

prove relations with Armenia.”

The bill debated on February 25
noted that “ the German Bundestag bows
to the victims of forced displacement
and massacre of the Armenians and
Aramaeans, Assyrians and other Chris-
tian minorities of the Ottoman Empire,
which began 100 years ago. It deplored
the actions of the then Turkish govern-
ment, almost full annihilation of the Ar-
menians in the Ottoman Empire.

The resolution noted that “the
fate of the Armenians stands as exem-
plary inthe history of massextermina-
tions, ethnic cleansing, deportations
and yes, genocide, which marked the
20th century in such a terrible way.”
German President Joachim Gauck used
the same wording as he addressed a
commemoration ceremony on the eve
of the 100th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide.

The bill stated that “An honest
appraisal of history isthe most impor-
tant basis for reconciliation.”

The bill aso referred to the Ger-
man role in the Armenian Genocide,
noting that “today’ s German authorities
are obliged to contribute to the resump-
tion of the Armenian-Turkish relations,
opening of the shared border.”

Unlike the resol ution adopted by
the Bundestag in 2005, the bill consid-
ered today clearly described theevents
as'genocide.’

News.am reports that Chancel-
lor of Germany Angela Merkel was
also present during the debates.
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Community Prepares to Commemorate
100+1 Years of the Armenian Genocide

LOS ANGELES -- Community
Organi zationsjoin together once again
to call for justice for Armenian Geno-
cide. On Sunday, April 24, 2016, at
1:00 p.m., acommunity-wide RALLY
FOR JUSTICE will be held in front of
the Turkish Consulateat 6300 Wilshire
BoulevardinLosAngelesto commemo-
rate the 100+1 anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide as we continue to
fight for a just resolution and against
denial of this still unpunished crime 2“16
against humanity.

All leading religious, political,
youth, and advocacy organizations of our community have come together
once again after last year's unprecedented Centennial March for Justice to
organize the 2016 Rally for Justice. Strengthened by our unity, we call upon
all segments of our community to join the Armenian Genocide Committeein

ARMENIAMN GENCCIDE

JUSTIGE

now and help us spread the word.

In Solidarity,

Armenian Y outh Federation

Armenian Council of America
Armenian Rights Council
Armenian Bar Association

making our collective voice heard as one Nation for one Cause.

Although traffic will be lighter this year on Sunday, bus transportation
will be provided from churches, schools and community centers throughout
Southern California. Pick up/Drop off locations will be announced soon.

Rally for Justice t-shirts are on sale at Jons Marketplace locations in
Glendale, Hollywood and Valley Village and are also available online at
Amazon.com and Ebay.com. Proceeds from all sales will go entirely toward
funding the Rally for Justice. Please purchase and start wearing your t-shirts

Mark your calendars. Further details will be forthcoming.

ARMENIAN GENOCIDECOMMITTEE

Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
Armenian Catholic Church of North America

Armenian Evangelical Union of North America

Armenian Revolutionary Federation

Armenian Democratic Liberal Party

Social Democrat Hunchakian Party

Armenian General Benevolent Union - Western District
Armenian Relief Society - Western USA

Armenian Assembly of America
Armenian National Committee of America - Western Region

Organization of Istanbul Armenians

Rep. Schiff Commemorates

Continued frompagel

and culminating in the war launched
against the peopl eof Nagorno K arabakh.
That war resulted in thousands dead on
both sides and created over one million
refugeesinboth Armeniaand Azerbaijan.

“Time has not heal ed thewounds
of those murdered in the pogroms in
Sumgait, Kirovabad, and Baku. To the
contrary, hatred of Armenians is cel-
ebrated in Azerbaijan, asituation most
vividly exemplified by thecaseof Ramil
Safarov, an Azerbaijani army captain
who savagely murdered an Armenian
army lieutenant, Gurgen Margaryan
with an axe while he slept. The two
were participatinginaNATO Partner-
ship for Peace exercise at the time in
Hungary. In 2012, Safarov was sent
home to Azerbaijan, purportedly to
serve out the remainder of his sen-
tence. Instead, he was pardoned, pro-
moted, and paraded through the streets
of Baku as a returning hero.

“The assault on ethnic Arme-
nian civiliansin Sumgait helped touch
off what would become a direct con-
flict between Armeniaand Azerbaijan
over Nagorno Karbakh. And today,
Azerbaijan’s dangerous behavior on
the Line of Contact threatens peace

andstability intheregion. Artillery and
sniper fire across the Line of Contact
has become a fact of daily life for
civilians in the Nagorno Karbakh Re-
public, causing numerous casualties. |
have urged the OSCE Minsk Group to
deescalate the situation by ending a
policy that equates unprovoked at-
tacksby the Azerbaijanwith thedefen-
sive responses of Karbakh and Arme-
nian troops, and by pressuring
Azerbaijanto accept theinstallation of
technological monitoringdevicesalong
theborder. Theanniversary of Sumgait
is a reminder of the consequences
when aggression and hatred isallowed
to grow unchecked.

“Mr. Speaker, this April we will
mark the 101st Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, anevent the Turk-
ish government, Azerbaijan’'s closest
aly, goesto great lengthsto deny. We
must not let such crimes against hu-
manity go unrecognized, whether they
occurred yesterday or 28 years ago or
100 years ago. Today, let us pause to
remember the victims of the atrocities
of the Sumgait pogroms. Mr. Speaker,
it is our moral obligation to condemn
crimes of hatred and to remember the
victims, inhopethat history will not be
repeated.”
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From Peace to Hit-Piece:
Turkey’s New Lobbying Strategy
Against Armenian Americans

The Turkish Institute for Progress & Mercury Public Affairs

By Taniel Koushakjian
(Armenian Agenda Editor)

Hit Piece

On February 22, the Turkish In-
stitute of Progress retained Mercury
Public Affairs, LLC to lobby on its
behalf in Washington, D.C. According
to the filing, Mercury will lobby spe-
cifically on “Turkish-US relations.”
Twodayslater, Mercury’sVice Chair-
man, Adam Ereli, aformer U.S. Am-
bassador and Deputy Spokesperson at
the State Department, penned a hit-
piece on Armenia entitled “Putin’'s
Newest Satellite State,” on Forbes
opinion page. However, Forbes ne-
glects to mention the fact that Ereli’s
firm is under contract with the anti-
Armenian lobby group. It is not yet
clear whether or not Ereli disclosed to
Forbes his business relationship be-
hind the story.

It appears that either the Turk-
ish lobby planted this story with the
full knowledge and support of Forbes
, or that Mercury’s connection with
Forbes was used as a pawn in the
Turkish lobby’ santi-Armenian cam-
paign.

This is not the first time a
high-priced Washington lobbyist has
used the stroke of the pen to attack
Armenian Americans. In 2014,
Brenda Shaffer wrote a piece in the
New York Times opinion page en-
titled“ Russia’ snext land grab.” The
title sounds familiar. The story’s
bylinefor Shaffer states that she“is
a professor of political science at
the University of Haifa and a visit-
ing researcher at Georgetown.”
However, Shaffer did not disclose
her role as a paid consultant to
Azerbaijan’s state-run oil company
SOCAR. After the Times realized
they had been duped, the editor’'s
rightly appended the story with the
following statement: “This Op-Ed,
about tensions between Armeniaand
Azerbaijan, did not disclosethat the
writer has been an adviser to
Azerbaijan’ sstate-run oil company.
Like other Op-Ed contributors, the
writer, Brenda Shaffer, signed a
contract obliging her to disclose
conflicts of interest, actual or po-
tential. Had editors been aware of
her ties to the company, they would
have insisted on disclosure.”

Peace?

The Turkish Institute of
Progress (TIP), a New York based
Turkish lobby group is the latest
player trying to prop up Turkey by
putting down Armenian Americans.
The group was established months
prior the centennial anniversary of

the Armenian Genocideto“ providea
forumfor dialoguein pursuit of peace
and cooperation between Turkey and
the international community,” ac-
cording to its website.

Instead of outright opposing
Armenian Genocide recognition ef-
forts by American human rights ac-
tivists, the Turkish lobby’s geno-
cide denial strategy shifted its ap-
proach to the issue on the centennial
anniversary. TIP's other hired pub-
licrelationsfirm, Levick, tried to get
a counter genocide resolution intro-
duced that “focused on the next 100
years” by Rep. Curt Clawson (R-
FL) who had been recruited to intro-
duce the bill by Clawson’s prede-
cessor, Congressman Connie Mack
(R-FL), now a lobbyist for Levick.

A pushback from Clawson’s
own constituency thwarted the TIP's
efforts, and the resolution, H. Res.
226, was instead introduced by Rep.
Jeff Sessions (R-TX). The bill cur-
rently has two cosponsors.

| am personally aware of the
Turkish government’s coordinated
anti-Armenian effort with TIP,
Levick, and now Mercury, as | was
in Clawson’s district on April 12,
2015. | wasinvited to give a presen-
tation on the Armenian Genocide at
the Holocaust Museum and Educa-
tion Center of Southwest Florida in
Naples. Upon my arrival totheHolo-
caust Museum, | was shown an in-
timidating letter by Ozgur Kivanc
Altan, Consul General of the Repub-
lic of Turkey in Miami addressed to
the Holocaust Museum demanding
that they cancel my presentation.

From Peace to Hit-Piece

The Turkish lobby’s strategy
of genocide denial cloaked as peace
has now turned to attacking the Re-
public of Armeniaitself in order to
mask Azerbaijan’s $4 billion dollar
arms purchase from Russia, not to
mention Azerbaijan’ s gross abuse of
human rights, corruption scandals,
jailing of journalists, and drift away
from democracy and towards au-
thoritarian rule.

Mr. Ereli’s anti-Armenian hit-
piecein Forbes should be appended,
as the New York Times did, so that
its readership is fully aware of his
firm's financial benefit from the
published story. Their readers de-
serve no less.

*UPDATE: Asof 4:00 PM on 2/
26/16, Forbes corrected Ereli’s by-
line, stating heis“thevice chairman
of Mercury, a public affairs and
strategy firm whose clients include
the Turkish Institute for Progress.”
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Harvard to Host “From Musa Dagh to the
Warsaw Ghetto: Armenian and Jewish Armed

Resistance to Genocide"

BELMONT, MA -- Four out-
standing scholars and researchers will
speak at “From Musa Dagh to the
Warsaw Ghetto: Armenian and Jewish
Armed Resistance to Genocide,” on
Thursday, March 31, 2016, at 8:00
p.m. at Harvard University, Science
Center Auditorium D, 1 Oxford Street,
Cambridge, MA.

The featured speakers are Eric
Bogosian, actor, playwright, and au-
thor of Operation Nemesis: The As-
sassination Plot That Avenged the
Armenian Genocide; Dr. Deborah
Dwork, Rose Professor of Holocaust
History and Director, Strassler Fam-
ily Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Studies, Clark University; Dr.
Dikran Kaligian, Managing Editor,
Armenian Review, and author of Ar-
menian Organization and ldeology
Under Ottoman Rule, 1908-1914; and
Dr. James R. Russell, Mashtots Pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies, Depart-
ment of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations, Harvard University. Marc
A.Mamigonian, Director of Academic
Affairsat the National Associationfor
Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR), will serve as moderator.

This special symposium is co-
sponsored by the Center for Jewish
Studies at Harvard University, the
Mashtots Chair in Armenian Studiesat
Harvard University, and the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research. The event is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served during an intermission.

Professor Salo Baron famously
bemoaned what he called the “lachry-
mose” approach to Jewish history—a
focuson powerlessness, homel essness,
victimhood, and catastrophe. As the
study of the Holocaust has devel oped
we know that the image of the Jews of
Europe as sheep to the slaughter is at
best inaccurate. There were many in-
stancesof organized resi stance (ghetto
fighters and forest partisans), and of

retaliation (thekilling of SSprisoners)
at the end of World War II. The same
situation obtains for the study of the
Armenian Genocideof 1915: aswell as
exploring the events and commemo-
rating the martyrs, we now know much
more than before about self-defense
(at Van, for instance) and retribution
(Operation Nemesis).

The Armenian Genocide was a
precursor to the Holocaust: the Nazis
admired both the Ottoman “final solu-
tion” of the Armenian Question and
Mustafa Kemal Atatirk’s subsequent
corporate nationalist régime, which
completed that process and retroac-
tively cleansed thehistorical record. In
the interwar years and during the Ho-
locaust, Jews knew of the Armenians’
fateand compared it totheir own, even
drawing inspiration during the War-
saw Ghetto Uprising from The Forty
Days of Musa Dagh, Franz Werfel’s
novel about a desperate act of Arme-
nian self-defense a generation before.

Although there are many affini-
tiesbetween Armeniansand Jewsthere
are also historical and present geo-
political factors that divide them. The
conference is intended not only to
shed light on the modern historical
affinities, but to bring students, fac-
ulty, and community members into a
positive dialogue about thefuture. The
resistance of under-armed and out-
numbered civilians to the overwhelm-
ing force of totalitarian states with
genocidal ideol ogiesal soraisesimpor-
tant questions about the relation of the
individual to the system; the nature of
the rule of law, and of international
relations; strategies for overcoming
conformity, passivity, and fear; and
the parameters of human moral re-
sponsibility. All of these are asimme-
diate now as they were in the two
fateful conflicts of the past century.

For more information about this
program contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hg@naasr.org.

Armenia Commemorates 8th Anniversary

Continued frompagel

bers of the opposition also drew the
attention of the visiting European
Union’s foreign and security policy
chief, FedericaM ogherini, to “the pres-
enceof political prisonersin Armenia.”

Earlier on Tuesday, issues of
political persecutions, the 2008 Kkill-
ings and other human rights concerns
were reportedly raised by representa-
tives of opposition political parties at
meetings with Mogherini held behind
closed doors.
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Glendale Officials Propose

Locating Armenian American Museum
in City’s Arts and Entertainment District

ARMENIA

AMERICA
MUSEU

GLENDALE -- On Thursday,
February 25, Glendale City Council-
man Zareh Sinanyan and City M anager
Scott Ochoaformally presented to the
Armenian American Museum'’s Gov-
erning Board the option of building the
Museumin Glendale' sArtsand Enter-
tainment District across from the Cen-
tral Library.

The Armenian American Mu-
seum’s Governing Board agreed to
consider the option of placing the Mu-
seum on the proposed 1.4 acres prop-
erty on Colorado Street and consult
with Armenian American community
organizations and representatives re-
garding the new site.

The Armenian American Museum
is conducting environmental and eco-
nomic studies to determine the feasi-
bility of building the Museum on City
owned property across from Glendale
Community College. InApril 2015, the
City and the Armenian Genocide Cen-
tennial Committee (AGCC) of Western
USA executed an Exclusive Negotiat-
ing Agreement to develop the terms of
aground lease of the site proposed for
an Armenian American Museum.

The AGCC in August 2015 del-
egated the authority and responsibility
for building the proposed museumto 9
Armenian community organizationsand
institutions. The Governing Board of
the Armenian American Museum was
established and the work on develop-
ing a concept plan and concept design
continued.

By December of last year, the

Governing Board unveiled a concept
design at the City Council meeting and
expanded community outreach efforts
to inform the public and solicit feed-
back on the proposal.

“We are very pleased by the out-
pouring of support for the Museum
andlook forwardtoengagingtheCity’s
Armenian as well as non-Armenian
stakeholdersin the process of building
aworld class Museum,” remarked Ar-
menian American Museum Governing
Board Co-Chair His Eminence Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian.

“Thefeedback indicatesthat there
is greater support for locating the Mu-
seumindowntown Glendale. Residents
who support the Museum have urged
the City Council to identify property in
the central part of the City where most
of the arts and entertainment facilities
are located,” added Governing Board
Co-Chair His Eminence Archbishop
Moushegh Mardirossian.

“The City owned property in
downtown Glendale was not an avail-
able option in 2014,” remarked the
Armenian American Museum execu-
tive committee chairman Berd]
Karapetian, who has been spearhead-
ing the Museum project since its in-
ception 2 years ago.

Karapetian further added that
AGCC considered building the Mu-
seum in the central part of the City or
its Arts and Entertainment District but
could not identify an appropriate loca-
tion in 2014 when it initiated the dis-
cussion for a ground lease with City
officials.

“The Martyred Armenian Writers 1915-1922:
An Anthology” by Herand M. Markarian

The

Martyred

Armenian Wnkers

1915-192%

Al AT olog)

Herand M. Markarian

PARAMUS, NJ - As part of the
Armenian Genocide Centennial Com-
memorations, the Armenian Mission-
ary Association of America (AMAA)
will present Dr. Herand M. Markarian’s

book, “The Martyred Armenian Writ-
ers 1915-1922: An Anthology” at the
Armenian Presbyterian Church in
Paramus, NJ, March 18 at 7:30 PM.
Markarian’s book surveys the
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Vatche & Tamar Manoukian High School
Tenth Anniversary Celebration

PASADENA --
This year, the Arme-
nian General Bene-
velont Union'sVatche
& Tamar Manoukian
High School in Pasa-
dena, California will
complete its 10th
school year, continu-
ing a strong tradition
of maintaining aca-
demic excellence
through a comprehen-
sive academic pro-
gram, plannedwiththe

A DECADE OF TRIUMPH

goa of developing fundamental scho-
|astic skills, analytical and critical think-
ing, study skillsand self-confidencein
students to pursue college, career and
life objectives. The school strives to
foster student inquiry, creativity, and
trueloveof learninginasupportiveand
caring school environment.

Our humble beginnings in 2006
planted the seeds of growth that has
blossomed into a school that is stead-
fastly committed to cultivating the
potential of each student-scholar in an
inclusive and collaborative setting
which promotes academic excellence,
cultural appreciation, and ethical con-
duct. The four-year program gradu-
ates students who are creative as well
as critical thinkers, effective commu-
nicators, lifelong learners, and capable
leaders, intellectually and socially
equipped to meet the challenges of the
future.The school is committed to
immersing our students in rigorous,
standards-based college-preparatory
curriculainanurturing and supportive
environment, fully preparing students
for higher education and subsequent
professional achievement. Weinstill in
our students a deep and lasting appre-
ciation for their Armenian identity,
whileinforming our studentsabout the
fundamental ideals and outstanding
accomplishments of Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union (A.G.B.U.),
which will empower them to promote
and preserve Armenian culture and
heritage both locally and globally. We
inspire our students to become in-
formed, responsible, and socially con-
scious Armenian-Americans who em-
brace cultural diversity and make sig-
nificant leadership contributions to

humanity.The school believes that
emphasis on high academic expecta-
tions, ethical and social responsibility,
caring for one’s physical well-being,
and respect for our resources and
environment will preparewell-rounded
and successful community members
in the future.

Our dynamic program has lead
our alumni to become scholars among
the world's most prestigious higher
institutions of learning thanks to the
continuous partnership and collabora-
tion of the dedicated visionary
founders, benefactors, board, com-
munity leaders, loving families, the
faculty and staff, and our beloved
scholars. We especially wish to recog-
nize the contributions of the school's
founding principal, Mr. Hagop Hagopian
for hiscommitment and dedicated ser-
vice to establishing the roots of the
school and his ongoing support.

Our entire community and the
10th Anniversary GalaCommitteewill
celebrate the school's role in the com-
munity, itsrigorous academic curricu-
lum, stellar extra-curricular, techno-
logical, and visual and performing arts
programs, and its exciting aspirations
for the future. Thiswill culminatein a
Gala celebration to be held on Satur-
day, March 12, 2016 at the Palladio
Banquet Hall, where all stakeholders
will be attending to celebrate our col-
lective achievementsandlook forward
to what future decades will bring. We
are confident that the community will
wholeheartedly support the school as
it has through the last decade as it
continues on its mission and vision to
prepare future generations of worthy
scholars and leaders in the diaspora.

lives and writings of 13 authors who
perished during the Armenian Geno-
cide, several of whom on the night of
April 24, 1915, along with many other
community leaders, intellectuals and
clergy in Constantinople were gath-
ered and deported, never to be seen
again.

The book, organized into three
parts, includes general introductions
to western Armenian literature of the
19th Century and to the Armenian
Genocide. The third part of the book
contains short biographies of some of
the most beloved Armenian writers of
the era, along with a bibliography of
their writings. Dr. Markarian also pro-
vides a sample of excerpts from each
author, translated into English. “The
development of Armenian literatureis
aunique phenomenon in the history of
world literature,” writes Markarian.
“In contrast to others, it developed in

countries where the official language
was not Armenian.”

Herand Markarian is a scientist,
professor, playwright, poet, director,
actor, literary and theater critic, and
translator. He was born in Basrah,
Irag. He has authored 26 plays and 13
books. He has directed 53 plays and
acted in 50 others.

AMAA ExecutiveDirector/CEO,
Zaven Khanjian, will makethe opening
remarks, followed by Dr. Markarian's
PowerPoint presentation. Nick Aynilian
Jr., Raffi Aynilian, Vatche Demirjian,
Richard Hekemian, Anoush Kal achian,
Niree Kaprielian and Melani Salibian
will participateintheprogram by read-
ing someof thewritingsof themartyred
writers.

The event is free and open to the
public. A reception will follow the
presentation, during which books will
be available for sale.
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El Nino Awareness
and Public Forum
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Armenian Athletic Association Ladies Society
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ptiq Ywnwglbu: Ywpq dp hwpgbp Yp Swahlb wnopbwy YGwhpkn Gtpu,
npnlg | nwéndp §'niGGGwiniy Yp 2ntwphu: Ywpg dp pwbGtp hhdGnyhG
thnthnfuntptiwb wtwp £ Ghpwnpybu:

Pwfunwinp phibpn GG: 2,8,22,34,35

ANFY Otwnpniwp 19-Uwpunn 20

Pwpbywd dp whwh thnpdk hwiwwnwnpdniphiln oquwgnpébiny pliq
thnpanipbwl GOhpwpyt ufuwp ninnniphtG wnwiny, qqnipwghp:
UGuwhiowl hwaptpniphtl niGbgnn wGa dopb Gu: Ypwdp pGwe wpdtkp
s'ntbh pndn, uwlwyh wwn Yp upptu npwd ncOGGu:

Pwfunwinp phibpn GG: 3,12,23,29,30
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VA Print Media

Book Printing « Hard Covers * Year Books
Restoration of Old Books & Bibles
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Vahe Atchabahian
1743 E. Elizabeth St. » Pasadena, CA 91104
Tel: 626-793-6220 - Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com + www.vaprintmedia.com
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CA.

JOB OPENNING
Director of Cultural Events: organize& executeArmenian cultural
eventsfrom conception to completion, aiming to increase awar e-
ness of ethnography & to preserveancient cultural arts & tradi-
tions; entertain/educate the community. BS degree, alter native,
equivalent, or foreign equivalent in event management, Armenian
studiesor related field required. Job site & interview: Glendale,

Email resumetohiamfoundation@hotmail.com or mail toHi-Am
Charity Foundation at 530 W Stocker St #307, Glendale, CA 91202.

{' [RGREGUL UcUuNiRUIh UPNHEEUL
Yt ULELSESL - @UDUShLU UUDLUERELD

WE LEPuRAUSLE

i

LRk GAPER UR. qUPMUL UUSP SULUPR GRFGR MUPRRNHIRE

NP B3R Wk QIS BP 3R AL GENSELEPE Y GSEUNPNHIZE, EPEHIWR. IFS0Rb G LBt GRMER UES

REMEMBER 1915 & RISE!!!

An

Sunday, April 10, 2016 at 4:00pm - John Wayne Performing Arts Center
Glendale High School, 1440 Easi Broadway, Glendale. Ga 91205
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6300 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles / Crescent Heights
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WWW.RALLYFORJUSTICE.ORG | 1(877)477-2539
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