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U.S. Confirms Crimes Committed by ISIS
are Genocide

WASHINGTON, D.C. - US Sec-
retary of State John Kerry stated on
Thursday that 1SIS (Daesh) is "re-
sponsiblefor genocide," agai nst groups
in Syria and Irag, including Yezidis,
Christians, and ShiaMuslims. Therec-
ognition was prompted by
H.Con.Res.75, which includes Arme-
nians as one of the Christian groups
persecuted by ISIS.

"We know that in areas under its
control, Daesh has made a systematic
effort to destroy the cultural heritage
of ancient communities -- destroying
Armenian, Syrian Orthodox, and Ro-
man Catholic churches...” Kerry stated.

In his statement, Kerry also in-
voked one of the criteria of genocide
as defined by the 1948 UN Conven-
tion. "One element of genocide is the
intent to destroy an ethnic or religious
group, in whole or in part. We know
that Daesh has given some of its vic-
timsachoi ce between abandoning their
faith or being killed, and that for many
is a choice between one kind of death
and another," Kerry said.

"Confronted with harrowing re-
ports of similar crimes and atrocities,
U.S. Ambassador Henry Morgenthau
in 1915 alerted the State Department
and the world to the horrors taking

place in the Ottoman Empire, stating
that a'campaign of race extermination'
was underway against the Armenian
people, and urged action to stop the
slaughter," observed Armenian Assem-
bly of America (Assembly) Executive
Director Bryan Ardouny.

"Today, Secretary Kerry re-
sponded to the unspeakable crimes
carried out by ISIS. 'Naming these
crimesisimportant. But what isessen-
tial isto stop them," Kerry stated. His
statement recalls Morgenthau's warn-
ing and the need to act. As President
Obama has said, 'America deserves a
|eader who speaks truthfully about the
Armenian Genocide and responds
forcefully to all genocides.' We there-
fore call upon the Obama administra-
tion to also unequivocally affirm the
Armenian Genocide," Ardouny contin-
ued.

House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-
WI1) stated: "This morning, Secretary
Kerry declared 1SIS is committing
genocide against Christians and reli-
gious minorities...now that our gov-
ernment is recognizing this crisis, it
needs to do more to stop it. | hope the
president will seizethisopportunity to
present avery clear strategy to defeat
this enemy."

Armenian Armed Forces Supplied with

Qualitatively New Weapons

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --
Armenia’s armed forces acquired
“qgualitatively new weapons’ late last
year, President Serzh Sarkisian said on
Monday ashemet withthetop military
brassin Yerevan.

Sarkisian addressed the com-
manders of Armenian army units and
other senior officers at the start of
their annual “operational gatherings’
that will end in command and staff
exercises. Defense Minister Seyran
Ohanian said the war games “will take
into account the current military-po-
litical situationintheregion.”

“At the end of last year, the Ar-
menian Armed Forces received quali-

tatively new weapons and guarantees
of further [arms] supplies,” Sarkisian
saidinaspeech partly publicized by his
office. “Even more important is the
fact that you have drawn up a new
concept for what you call *armed con-
frontation deterrence.’””

A statement by the presidential
press service did not specify the weap-
onswhich Sarkisian said were acquired
by the Armenian military in 2015.

Ohanian said in late January Ar-
meniais continuing to acquire “long-
range and precision-guided” weapons
for its armed forces thanks to its close

Continued on page4

Turkey Boosts Efforts to Further Deny
Armenian Genocide

ANKARA - Turk-
ish Historical Society
(TTK) is compiling
data, articlesand "other
works" to further deny
the Armenian Geno-
cide, Panarmenian.net
reports citing Turkish
Daily Sabah daily.

TTK started com-
piling all articles on the
issue written in Turkey
andthroughout theworld
to publish books on the
genocide. The organization plans to
send the books to libraries across the
country as well as international histo-
rians. Speaking to Habertiirk daily,
TTK President Refik Turan said ar-
ticles included indisputable scientific
facts. "We never set out to collect
articles with claims that may be dis-
puted. The facts in the books we will
prepare may contain information that
may displease an Armenian defending
genocideclaims, but at | east they would
ascertain that thisisthe truth based on
facts. We have the upper hand to
counter the allegations as we have
enough documents and data to back
Turkey's claims,” he said.

1.5million Armenianswerekilled

OTTOMAN EMPIRE HISTORY
' T ] i

s

in the Genocide at the hands of the
Ottoman Empire during World War |
in 1915. Turkey accepts the mass
deathsof Armeniansduringtheir forced
deportation during the war, but claims
the death toll was much lower and
attributes mass deaths to diseases and
isolated cases of attacks.

In April 2014, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who was prime min-
ister at thetime, offered condolences
for the Armenian deaths that oc-
curred in 1915 - afirst for a Turkish
leader as the country froze diplo-
matic relations with Armenia both
over thegenocideissue and Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

S.D. Hunchakian Nazarpek Youth Protest
Stops Azeri Propaganda Concert in Paris

PARIS -- The Armenian S.D.
Hunchakian Nazarpek Y outh Associa-
tion organized ademonstrationinfront
of the Champs-Elyséestheater in Paris
denouncing the anti-Armenian propa-
gandaof Azerbaijani State on Sunday,
March 20, 2016.

To fuel its false propaganda re-
garding victims of the so-called
Khojaly massacre, an Aliyev dictated
concert titled “Khojaly 613" commis-
sioned by Azerbaijan was to be per-
formed that day by the Orchestra
Lamoureux.

After learning viasocial networks
about themobilization of the Armenian
youth to demonstrate outside the the-
ater in protest of Khojaly 613, the
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organizers of the concert decided to
cancel the program that would have
taken place that day.

A releaseissued by the Nazarpek
Y outh Association stated that the Ar-
menian youth should be proud of this
result because the truth has prevailed
over lies. Petrodollarsof the Azerbaijani
state will never measure up to the will
of justice and truth of the Armenian
community.

TheNazarpek Y outh Association
reaffirmed their commitment to defeat
Azeri propaganda stating that thereis
more work to be done since the Azeri
governmentisvery activein spreading
the message of anti-Armenian hate in
France.



YEREVAN (Armenianow) --
For the first time since signing a
ceasefireagreement in 1994, all three
signatoriesto that agreement, includ-
ing Armenia, Nagorno-K arabakh and
Azerbaijan, appear to have agreed to
abide by the truce in connection with
upcoming religious holidays.

On March 18, Personal Repre-
sentative of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe’s
(OSCE) Chairman-in-Office, Ambas-
sador Andrzej Kasprzyk called on the
parties to the protracted conflict to re-
main committed to the ceasefireregime.

“Inlight of the upcoming Novruz
Bayram and Easter holidays, | call on
the sides to strictly adhere to the
ceasefire and to avoid any action on
theline of contact or on the border that
could lead to an increase in tensions,”
he said in astatement published on the
official website of the OSCE.

The ministries of defense of Ar-
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Parties to Karabakh Conflict Agree to
Observe Ceasefire on Nowruz, Easter

menia, Nagorno-Karabakhand Azerbaijan
unexpectedly agreed to abide by the
truce. This was perhaps the first time
since May 12, 1994, when the Russian-
brokered ceasefireagreement withsigned
in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. After that day,
allinitiativesof theArmeniansideandthe
mediators to consolidate the ceasefire
regime, at least temporarily, met with
fierce opposition from Azerbaijan,
which stated that it reserves “the right
to liberate its lands by force” if nego-
tiationsfail.

Before issuing the statement,
Kasprzyk visited Karabakh where the
past week again was marked by an
outbreak of violence, causing victims
on both sides. The statements of the
conflicting partieswerebecoming more
bellicose, which could not but disturb
the mediators.

The period of Novruz and Easter
will last until the end of March and
beginning of April.

Pope Francis Looking at Armenia Trip
in June to Mark Anniversary

VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope
Francisisplanning tovisit Armeniain
June, ayear after he termed the Otto-
man-era slaughter of Armenians a
genocide.

The Vatican spokesman, the Rev.
Federico Lombardi, stressed Friday that
thetripwasstill initsplanning stagesand
that noitinerary had beenset. But hesaid
that the dates under study were for the
second half of June.

Pope Francis sparked a diplo-
matic incident with Turkey last year
when he marked the 100th anniversary
of the slaughter with an Armenian-rite
Massin St. Peter'sBasilicaand termed
the massacre the "first genocide of the
20th Century."

Turkey immediately recalled its
ambassador in protest and accused the
pope of spreading hatred.

Historians estimatethat upto 1.5
million Armenianswerekilled by Otto-
man Turks around the time of World
War I. Turkey denies a genocide took
place and insists those killed were
victims of civil war and unrest.

Pope Francis' proposed trip

' 4\-

would come 15 years after St. John
Paul |1 visited Armenia. It was during
that 2001 trip that John Paul inked a
joint declaration with the Armenian
church leader Catholicos Karenkin |1
calling the slaughter a genocide.
Theplight of Armenianshaslong
been closeto the Vatican's heart given
that Armenia is held up as the first
Christian nation, dating from 301.

Armenia, Georgia, Iran, Russia to Hold
Talks for Joint Electric Power Network

YEREVAN -- Armenia, Russia,
Iran and Georgia energy officials will
meet in Thilisi next month to discuss
prospects for laying a join electric
power network, Russia's | zvestiya re-
ported on Thursday.

TheArmenian, Georgianand Ira-
nian energy ministers as well as the
chief executive of a leading Russian
electric utility already metin Y erevan
for that purposeinlate December. The
Armenian government said after that
meeting that the four nations could
create a common energy market after
the construction of two new power
transmission lines connecting Arme-
niawith Georgia and Iran.

Armenian Energy Minister Levon
Y olian reaffirmed Armenia’ s hopesto
become a major transit route for mu-

tual electricity and gassuppliesamong
them. “Quite active work is underway
toinvolve Armenia’ sterritory and en-
ergy sector in regional processes,” he
told reporters.

Yolian said the fresh talks on the
issue are scheduled to start in the
Georgian capital on April 11. Headded
that the energy ministers of the four
states will take part in them.

The Georgian Energy Ministry
similarly reported on Monday that the
four-party meetingwill beheldinThilisi
next month. “A Georgian delegation
already held negotiationsonthisproject
inYerevan, and these negotiations are
duetocontinueinThilisi,” theministry
said in astatement to the Russian news
agency RIA Novosti.

Armenia and Georgia will soon
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Turkey Must Come to Terms with its

Historical Record: Greece Foreign Ministry

ATHENS -- Greece has reacted
to comments by Turkey’s Foreign
Ministry spokesman Tanju Bilgic who
on Thursday criticized Greek Presi-
dent Prokopis Pavlopoulos and Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras for their re-
marks on the Armenian Genocide.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson
KonstantinosK outrasstated that “ Tur-
key appears to believe that if history
does not agree with its claims, so
much theworsefor history. But thisis
too precarious a time for cheap and
hypocritical rhetoric. Obviously, the
Republic of Turkey must abandon its
obsessions and come to terms with its
historical record. Greece will be at
Turkey’s side in this difficult task.”

Armenian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Tigran Balayan on his
part stated that “ the centuries-old
friendship between the Armenian and
Greek peoplesis based on interwoven

fate and many expressions of mutual
support.Making of denial as the pivot
of state policy does not rid Turkey of
the responsibility to face its own his-
tory”.

Bilgic had called comments by
Greeke and Armenian leaders “ obses-
sive and one-sided.”

“The statements in question are
the products of a pathetic mentality
provingthat therelationsand solidarity
between Greece and Armeniais built
upon ajoint hostility and slander lan-
guagedirected against the Turkishiden-
tity,” the spokesperson of the Turkish
ministry, Tanju Bilgi¢ said in a state-
ment.

“Turkey and the Turkish people
will never givecredit to those bringing
to the fore at every opportunity a
dictum of history which is unlawful,
disconnected with realities, one-sided
and obsessive,” it added.

Turkey Blackmails Bulgarian Municipalities

Over the Armenian Genocide

By Georgi Gotev
(EurActiv.com)

ThreeBulgarian municipalities
will not receive EU funding under
the cross-border cooperation pro-
grams between Bulgaria and Tur-
key. Thereason is that Turkey bans
partnerships with municipalities
who recognise the Armenian geno-
cide.

The Bulgarian municipalities of
Burgas, Haskovo and Svilengrad stand
no chance to receive EU money, be-
cause of obstructions by Turkey, a
non-EU member state, the Bulgarian
public TV channel bTV announced
yesterday (14 March).

The ban comes from the Turk-
ish foreign ministry, which prohib-
itsworking with municipalitieswho
recognise the Armenian genocide
of 1915, when hundreds of thou-
sands of Christian Armenians died
during forced removals by the Ot-
toman army from what is now East-
ern Turkey.

AsBulgarian municipalities are
unable to find a Turkish partner to
implement joint projects, they are
bound to lose several millions of eu-
ros. The most important projects con-
cern the environment, for the preven-
tion and mitigation of natural disas-
ters.

For Bulgaria, the issue consti-
tutesboth adiplomatic and economic
scandal. In the region of Haskovo,
every winter, rivers destroy bridges
and dams, and flood villages. Local
government lacks the resources to
do preventative work. That’s why it
was counting on the EU-funded re-
gional partnership with the Turkish
municipality of Edirne to do the re-
quired work. But now the project is
dead, because Turkey reneged on

cooperating.

The Mayor of Edirne, Recep
Gurkan, is quoted as saying that the
decision of the Turkish foreign minis-
try isfinal:

“With Haskovo we worked very
well, but we already have a ban from
our Foreign Ministry. Thereasonisa
decision of the Municipal Council of
Haskovo from last year, who used the
motif of the Armenian genocide to
nameapark inthecity,” Glrkan said.

Declarations condemning the
Armenian genocide, adopted by the
municipal councils of Bourgas and
Svilengrad, have put these munici-
palities on Turkey’'s black list. The
Bulgarian Environment Ministry was
informed of the case.

Speaking to bTV, Gilrkan ad-
vised the Bulgarian municipalities to
voteagain. If themunicipal council of
Haskovo rescind using the Armenian
genocide as a motif for naming a
park, cooperation can start again, he
said. And he added that the Bulgarian
municipality of Y ambol had done pre-
cisely that.

“Nobody can interfere (with)
how we will name a street or a park,”
retorted the mayor of Haskovo Dobri
Belivanov.

Beforeprohibiting Edirnetowork
with these communities on projects,
Turkey formally ended diplomaticre-
lations with their mayors. With
Haskovo, for example, the twinning
was frozen.

Apparently the EU can only
stop the financing, because trans-
border projects require a partner in
the neighbouring country. There-
foretherisk that the Bulgarian mu-
nicipalities would lose EU funding
because of the political games
played by Ankarais real, bTV re-
ports.

start buildingalinethat will maketheir
power grids more interconnected. The
$115 million project, also slated for
completion by 2018, is financed by
Germany’ sstate-run devel opment bank
KfW and the European Union.

It was initially expected that
Azerbaijan would send a delegation to
themeeting, but Georgia'senergy min-
istry told RIA Novosti that Azerbaijan
will not participatein discussion of the
project.
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Armenian Cross-Stone Unveiled in Cyprus

NICOSIA (Armradio) -- Therep-
lica of an Old Jugha cross-stone was
unveiledinthe open-air museum of the
Cypriot Ministry of Foreign Affairs
today. The solemn opening ceremony
was attended by the Presidents of
Armenia and Cyprus Serzh Sarkisian
and Nicos Anastasiades. The cross-
stone was a gift from President Serzh
Sarkisian on behalf of the Armenian
people.

Nicos Anastasiades thanked his
Armenian counterpart and noted that
the monument is a symbol of indis-
soluble connection between the Arme-
nian and Cypriot peoples and the two
friendly states.

“Our peoples that fell victim to
the same criminals have been fighting
and keep fighting on the international
arenato preserve their rights and val-
ues. Cyprus was one of the first coun-
triesto recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide and condemn that crime. Our
countries and peoples are committed
to the norms of international law, in-
cluding the right of peoples to self-
determination,” President Anastasiades
said. He added that the two countries
are committed to the peaceful resolu-
tion of all issues and determine their
future, respecting human rights.

“The sons of the Armenian na-
tion that fled the genocide a century
ago and settled in Cyprus, comprisean
active and avery important part of the
Cypriot society, at the same time pre-
serving their language, identity, tradi-

tions and respecting their roots, their
M otherland and the country that hosted
them. We are proud to see them as part
of our society,” the President said.

“Cyprus and Armenia continue
to develop bilateral cooperation, com-
bining efforts to come out victor in
their struggle for justice. The opening
of this monument today is yet another
testament to the deep and friendly
relations that exist between the two
peoples,” Nicos Anastasiades said.

Armenian President Serzh
Sarkisian said the cross-stone will
henceforth introduce Armeniaand the
Armenian peopleto theforeignersand
will stand asan el oquent witness of the
Armenian-Cypriot friendship. It will
also signal that any expression of vio-
lence against cultureisacrime against
humanity and will send a message of
unity to all humanity to fight against
the brute force threatening the unique
pillars of culture and history.

“This masterpiece of art that has
become the symbol of the Armenian
spiritual valuesandthe Christian spirit
is part of the UNESCO's intangible
heritage,” President Sarkisian said.

“Any cross-stone created in the
course of history speaks without
words, tells about the glorious pages
and failures of our history,” the Arme-
nian President added.

He informed that the cross-stone
unveiledin Cyprusisthereplicaof one
of the 3,000 cross stones destroys by
Azerbaijanisin Old Jugha.

AMAA Participates in Unprecedented
Cooperation for Martuni Village, Armenia

PARAMUS, NJ -- On the occa-
sion of the Centennial of the Armenian
Genocide, AMA-Armeniatook theini-
tiativeto coordinate the formation of a
Consortium of 6 NGOs (AMA-Arme-
nia, Development Principles, “ Shen”
Charity NGO, World Vision Armenia,
COAF, Fund for Armenia Relief) to
join effortsin support of Martuni Vil-
lage, in the Republic of Armenia.

Martuni3The Village, located in
the north-eastern part of the Gegha-
rkunik Region, on the southern shores
of Lake Sevan, was founded in 1921
and itsfirst inhabitantswere Genocide
survivors, mostly fromVan, Alashkert,
Kars and Sasun who had emigrated.
The Village is 132 kilometers from
Y erevan.

On March 4, 2016, these organi-
zations and two new partners, Teach

for Armenia and the Armenia Round
Tableof theWorld Council of Churches
(WCC), visited Martuni to evaluate
and review the work of the past year
which included:

- COAF financed the renovation
of the health post of the Martuni com-
munity.

- World Vision presented their
newly formed Engineering Clubandits
newly acquired Robotics lab of the
school.

- “Shen” NGO showed the new
Village website (www.martuni-
gyugh.am) which presents the his-
tory of the Village, current conditions
and aproject which was al so financed
by Shen; the installation of water
pipes providing drinking water for
most of the villagers.

- AMA-Armenia helped the vil-
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Land and Culture Organization Launches

17th Century Meghri Restoration Project

PASADENA, CA-OnMarch11-
13, 2016, the international body of the
Land and Culture Organization(LCO)/
Organisation Terreet Culture(OTC) held
their general assembly meetinginLyon,
France to discuss current and upcom-
ing Armenian historical restoration
projects. The most recently completed
LCO/OTC project was the 7th century
Tchitckhanavank monastery in the
northern Lori region of Armenia. After
aculmination of five-years of work by
LCO/OTC volunteers, local artisans,
archeologists, and architects, the site
was consecrated in August 2015 and
renamed Sourp Khatch (Holy Cross). As
part of its Armenian historical preserva-
tionmission, theorgani zationisresearch-
ing and documenting Armenian national
monuments and properties confiscated
by the Turkish state and may be found
online at www.collectif2015.org.

The Board determined to launch
anew campaign inthecity of Meghri,
Armenia. LCO will berenovating the
17th Century Sourp HovannesMKkritch
(St. John the Baptist) basilica church
in Meghri. This historical site is in
severe disrepair and has a unique Ar-
menian style. The ornamental motifs
of the interior frescoes are influenced
by Persian decorative designs, which
was probably doneintentionally to pre-
vent vandalism. Even the depicted
structures were built in such away as
to resemble Persian architecture. The
wallswere painted by artistsfrom the
family of Naghash Hovnatanian, a
renowned artist from the period whose
works are also within the Mother See
of Holy Etchmiadzin.

SourpHovannesinteriorLCOwill
launch the first phase of the project
during the summer campaign of 2016.

N

P

Volunteers will be clearing Sourp
Hovannes Mkritch’s grounds and par-
ticipate in archaeologic excavations
with Armenian archaeologists. The
workday packed with physical laboris
just one part of the LCO/OTC experi-
ence. Volunteerslivein avery modest
home and spend non-working hours
bonding with local residents, while
enjoying local activities and their sur-
roundings. Inaddition, during off-hours
volunteers go on excursions of Arme-
nian historical sites.

Meghri, one of the most fasci-
nating and remotecitiesin Armenia, is
situated in the southern most tip over-
looking thelranian border onthe Araks
River. Thistranquil quaint city with a
population of 4,500isinafertilevalley
where they grow Armenias national
symbol the pomegranate, aswell asfigs,
walnut, and persimmons. Today, as
Armenia s southern ‘gateway’, it main-
tains its strategic and economic signifi-
cance as a town located at the cross-
roads of the South Caucasus; Armenia,
Nagorno Karabakh, Iran and Russia.

LCO is accepting volunteers for
the Summer 2016 Campaign. Appli-
cants can go to our website to apply
online and get more campaign details.
Visit us at www.lcousa.org.

For over 39 years, LCO/OTC
has been one of the earliest volunteer
groupsinArmeniaand Karabakhwork-
ing to restore, renovate, and rejuve-
natethe historical monumentsand sites
of our nation. It has performed this
mission through its summer cam-
paigns, by volunteers of every age
from the Diaspora and Armenia. To
learn more about LCO or join in our
summer volunteer program, you may
reach us at www.lcousa.org.

lagers acquire 2 brand new tractors
and 10 gasoline powered harvesters.
Thesewill helpvillagersharvest hay to
feed their cattle during the winter
months and also cultivate their lands.

- FAR presented scholarships to
Martuni Village high school students.

- Development Principlesgranted
13 pregnant cowsto low income fami-
lies within the community.

- AMA-Armenia partnered with
Teach for Armenia to send a well-
trained teacher to teach IT courses
and help students develop leadership
skills.

ThePartnersal sovisited thecom-
puter lab which was provided by the

WCC Armenian Round Table.

Representativesof each organiza-
tion also met with community members
and discussed various projects. The
community members were very appre-
ciativefor al the help provided to them
and expressed their suggestions and
thoughts. All thevillagerswere excited
and encouraged about the work that is
being rendered by this consortium.

Themission of thispartnershipis
to help increase the standard of living
in Martuni and eventually help other
villages. This cooperation of different
Armenian organizationsisan example
of how synergy multiplies the efforts
of each individual organization.
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Limited Theatrical Release of
Armenia, My Love

LOSANGELES - Armenia, My
Love, agripping drama based on real
life events that occurred during the
tragic Armenian Genocide of 1915,
has secured a limited Los Angeles
theatrical release at two prestigious
Laemmle Theaters beginning on Fri-
day April 15, 2016.

In Pasadena, the film will screen
at the Laemmle Playhouse 7, located at
673 East Colorado Boulevard, 91101.
Concurrently, Armenia, My Lovewill
screen at the Laemmle NoHo 7 which
islocated at 5240 Lankershim Boule-
vard in North Hollywood, 91601.

The timely release of the emo-
tionally-riveting feature film that rec-
ognizes the horrific circumstances
faced by more than one million inno-
cent victims of the Armenian Geno-
cideof 1915, nearly coincideswiththe
101 Centennial of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Under the multi-talented hands
of Romanian American director Diana
Angelson (Dracula: The Impaler, The
Second Coming of Christ), who also
stars in and wrote the screenplay,
Armenia, My Love revolves around
the plight of a once happy Armenian
family, livingin Turkey in1915, whose
dreams for the future become memo-
ries in the eyes of the most famous
Armenian American artist, who lives
to paint the story of his shattered
childhood.

“While Armenia My Love does
expose the harsh realities faced by the
entire Armenian Peoplewho werevio-
lently ripped from their homeland,”
said Angelson who felt compelled to
produce this film by her many Arme-
nian friends and connections and the
powerful story they had to share. “Itis
Armenia, My Love' s strong messages
of hope, love, faith, perseverance and
strength that | wanted to prevail.”

And so they did. So much so that
Angelson was chosen by Reuben
Vardanyan's 100 Lives Foundation,

whose co-chair is George Clooney, as
one of the people that commemorated
the Genocidein aspecial way. George
Clooney's wife, Amal Clooney pre-
sented Armenia’s case in front of The
European Court of Human Rights.

Armenia My Love is brought to
life by a highly-regarded cast along
with Angelsonincluding theincompa-
rable Shake Tukhmanyan (Lord of War,
Sideways), Arman Nshanian (Palco &
Hirsch, Leo's Oscar) and Nazo Bravo
(Armenian American, 4 Minutes), who
isalso an increasingly-popular Arme-
nian Rapper, among others.

Also proving to be avital player
inthefilmistheawe-inspiring artwork
created by esteemed Romanian artist
Paula Matei which adds yet another
layer of depth to Armenia, My Love.
Another distinction, adding potency to
Armenia, My Love, is the way it is
masterfully shot and edited with happy
scenes in color fading to black and
white during the genocide.

For further information on Ar-
menia, My Loveor wouldliketo sched-
uleaninterview with Diana Angelson,
please contact Lauren Lewis at (818)
970-0052 or llewispr@aol.com.

Armenian Armed Forces

Continued frompagel

military ties with Russia. He gave no
details of those supplies.

A Russian-Armenianintergovern-
mental commission on bilateral “mili-
tary-technical cooperation” met in
Y erevan earlier in January. According
to the Armenian Defense Ministry,
Russian arms supplies were on the
agenda of the four-day meeting.

Ohanian thanked Moscow for its
“huge” military assistanceto Y erevan
when he met with Russian Defense
Minister Sergey ShoyguinMoscow in
December.

In mid-February, Moscow dis-
closed the types of new military hard-
ware which Armenia will buy from
Russia soon with a $200 million Rus-
sian loan allocated last summer. Their
long list includes, among other things,
devastating multiple-launch rocket sys-
tems, heavy flamethrowers and ad-
vanced anti-tank missiles.

As of last July, the two sides
werealsoreportedly negotiating onthe
delivery of sophisticated Russian
Iskander-M missiles to the Armenian

army. With afiring range of up to 500
kilometers, the Iskander-M systems
would make Azerbaijan’ svital oil and
gas infrastructure even more vulner-
ableto Armenian missilestrikesin the
event of arenewed war for Nagorno-
Karabakh.

According to his press office,
Sarkisian on Monday also spoke about
last year's upsurge in deadly ceasefire
violationsin the Karabakh conflict zone
as well as the conflicts in Syria and
Ukraine. The Armenian president went
onto answer a“widerange’ of security-
related questions asked by army offic-
ers. No further details were reported.

Themilitary alliancewith Russia
has enabled Armeniato at least partly
offset Azerbaijan’s decade-long mili-
tary buildup fueled by oil massiverev-
enues. The sharp fall in oil prices may
have put an end to that buildup.

Azerbaijan’s defense budget for
this year is projected at an equivalent
of $1.3 hillion. Only four years ago,
President Ilham Aliyev declared that
Azerbaijani military expenditure has
surpassed Armenia’s entire state bud-
get worth about $3 billion.
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Anthony Slide to Present Oldest Genocide
Film, Ravished Armenia

A Sere Fi Epi-

%

ki
hrmanis

RAVISHED
ARMENIA

GLENDALE, CA — Abril
Bookstore's Armenian Film Society
will present a screening of Ravished
Armenia, with a special lecture by
film historian, Anthony Slide and
book signing reception on Friday,
April 1, 2016 at 7:30pm at Abril
Bookstore- 415 E. Broadway, Glen-
dale, CA. Admissionisfree. Recep-
tion to follow.

In 1918, Oscar Apfel directed
the silent film Ravished Armenia for
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, which be-
camethefirst genocidefilmever made.
Ravished Armenia is based on the
autobiographical book by Arshaluys
(Aurora) Mardiganian, who also plays
the lead role in the film. The film
depicts the 1915 Armenian Genocide
by the Ottoman Empirefrom the point
of view of Armenian survivor
Mardiganian. Only 24 minutes of the
original 90 minute film currently ex-

ists. The rest has been lost.

Anthony Slidehasauthored more
than seventy books on the history of
popular entertainment and is noted for
his pioneering and groundbreaking ef-
forts to document lesser-known areas
of film history.

The Armenian Film Society is a
monthly event that meets on the first
Friday of each month at Abril Book-
store. Lead by Armen and Mary
Karaoghlanian, the evenings will be
composed predominantly of film
screenings and discussions, with oc-
casional lectures, workshops, classes,
and other types of activitiesrelating to
film with an element of Armenian cul-
ture and/or involvement. The purpose
of the film society isto bring together
people of all backgrounds and expose
themto therich cinemaof Armenia, as
well as talented filmmakers with an
Armenian background.

Lecture by Professor Dr. Roberta Ervine:
“In the Harsh Light of Genocide: Insights of
Selected Armenian Thinkers”

FRESNO -- Dr. Roberta Ervine,
the 12th Henry K. Khanzadian Kazan
Visiting Professor of Armenian Stud-
ies at California State University,
Fresno, will givethe second of athree-
part public lecture series on the topic
of “Armenianson What M attersM ost.”
The lecture will take place at 7:30PM
on Wednesday, March 30, in the Uni-
versity Business Center, Alice Peters
Auditorium, Room 191, on the Fresno
State campus.

A tectonicshift clearly took place
in the minds and hearts of Armenians
who survived the Genocide, whether
or not they wereimmediately involved
in the Genocide events. Prior to the
Genocide, many had put energy and
hope into the dream of an independent
homeland where the majority of the
world’ sArmenianswould build anew,
ideal political and cultural lifeontheir
ancestral soil. After the Genocide, that
homeland indeed came to be. How-
ever, it was clear that the majority of
Armenianswould maketheir livesel se-
where, far fromtheir nativeland. What
would unite them? What are the core
Armenian values that would foster
Armenian unity and insure the future
of Armenian life and culture in a

disunifiedlandscape? Someof themost
influential Armenian journalistsof the
time had strong opinions and deep
convictions on this subject. The lec-
turewill invitetheaudienceto consider
theirideasinlight of current Armenian
experience.

Lecture Il in the series, on
Wednesday, April 27, will be on “Holy
Vengeance: ThreeHierarchsof theGeno-
cide Speak to America’ s Armenians.”

Dr. Roberta Ervine earned her
Ph.D. in classical Armenian Studies
from ColumbiaUniversity and hasdone
extensive research on topicsrelated to
medieval Armenian studies. Prof.
Ervine pursues topics related to the
history of Armeniansin Jerusalem and
the intellectual tradition of the Arme-
nianMiddleAges

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available,
using parking code 273615 (goto park-
ing kiosks in the area) at Fresno State
Lots P5 and P6, near the University
Business Center.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit
our website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.
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ARMENIAN AINTABTZY CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

THE 96™ ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION
OF AINTAB HEROIC RESISTANCE

Keyanile Sjasales

DE. UMIT KURT
Dl I} Candidale, Clank Lmeersity Hidocapal eed Grmneade Staadies Pregramne
Hund;}'.. .‘\pril 3, 2006, at 5:00 p-m.
5L Gregory Armenian Catholic Church — Kouyouwmjiam Hall
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