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President Sarkisian:

Armenia Cannot Stay Aside in Case of

Azeri Aggression Against Karabakh

YEREVAN -- “Integration unions
can only succeed and develop in a
secure environment. Security is the
key basis for the development and
prosperity of our states,” Armenian
President Serzh Sarkisian said, ad-
dressing the extended session of the
Supreme Council ofthe Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union.

“The fact that the countries form-
ing the EEU are also members of the
CSTO, an organization that aims to
ensure comprehensive security in the
region, is extremely important. The
escalation of the situation at the
Karabakh line of contact and the Ar-
menian border by Azerbaijan in early
April became aserious challenge to the
security ofthe EEU region,” President
Sarkisian said.

“The danger is obvious. The EEU
will either be views by our foreign
partners as a zone of economic devel-
opment, stability and security, where
one can make investments and initiate
long-term programs, or everyone will
get used to this complex situation and
will be guided by the circumstance
that there are hearths of permanent
tension and split here. 1 don’t think the
second scenario meets our interests,”

the President added.

“Armenia cannot stay aside in
case of aggressive actions against
Nagorno Karabakh on the part of
Azerbaijan. Of course, the self-de-
fense forces of Nagorno Karabakh
were quick to restore the situation,
taking it under control. An important
role here is reserved to Russia, which
Azerbaijan addressed with arequest to
re-establish the ceasefire,” the Presi-
dent of Armenia stated.

Referring to the Vienna meeting
mediated by the Minsk Group, Presi-
dent Sarkisian said “an agreement was
reached on the confidence building
measures, including the implementa-
tion of monitoring and investigation
mechanisms.”

“Armenia intends to work consis-
tently towards implementation of those
agreements and continue to seek ways
for a peaceful settlement, which should
be primarily based on the right of the
people of Nagorno Karabakh to self-
determination. Armenia agrees with the
Minsk Group Co-Chairs that this prin-
ciple forms the basis of settlement, along
with the principles of the use of force or
the threat of force and territorial integ-
rity,” President Sarkisian concluded.

Three High-Ranking Defense Ministry
Officials Arrested

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- An army
general and two other senior Armenian
Defense Ministry officials have been
arrested in separate corruption inves-
tigations conducted by law-enforce-
ment authorities, it emerged on Tues-
day.

The general, Melsik Chilingarian,
was taken into custody late on Monday
ten days after being sacked as head of
the ministry’s Department on Arma-
ments which deals with storage, main-
tenance and repair of weapons and
ammunition supplied to the Armenian
Armed Forces.

Also arrested was Colonel Armen
Markarian, one of Chilingarian’s sub-
ordinates who was in charge of ve-
hicles used by the army. Markarian
was fired earlier in May.

Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee said the two men are suspected of
abuse of power that resulted in “severe
consequences.”

The third suspect, Colonel Mher
Papian, holds a senior position in the
Defense Ministry’s Department on
Material-Technical Procurements
tasked with arms procurements. He
was detained as part of a separate
inquiry conducted by the Investigative
Committee. The law-enforcement
agency said Papian risks prosecution
on charges of “negligent attitude to-
wards military service” which also had

General Melsik Chilingarian

“severe consequences.”

A spokeswoman for the commit-
tee told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am) that investigators will
specifically look into the quality of
various items which the arrested offi-
cials provided to the Armed Forces
and determine whether they were pur-
chased at inflated prices. She did not
go into details.

Incidentally, President Serzh
Sarkisian dismissed Papian’s immedi-
ate superior, Deputy Defense Minister
Alik Mirzabekian, as well as General
Arshak Karapetian, the military intelli-
gence chief, and General Komitas
Muradian, the commander of the Ar-
menian army’s communication units,
in late April.

Continued on page 3
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Armenia Fund Annual Telethon to Benefit
War-Affected Regions of Artsakh

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- The
elimination of consequences of the
April war unleashed by Azerbaijan and
the support to the affected families in
Nagorno Karabakh will be the main
strategy of this year’s fundraiser of
the Hayastan All Armenian Fund, the
Fund’s Executive Director Ara
Vardanyan told reporters today.

He said the funds raised during
this year’s telethon will be provided
for that purpose if no other sugges-
tions are made, he noted.

“The NKR governmenthas started
calculating the damages. | can’t men-
tion the amount needed, but the assis-
tance should be multilayered and ben-
efit different spheres -from supply of
medicines to reconstruction of houses
and assistance to families of the fallen
soldiers,” Ara Vardanyan said.

The Executive Director noted that
the plans will be clarified within a
month or two.

The 25th sitting of the Hayastan
All-Armenian Fund’s Board of Trust-

ees was held in Yerevan today.

The meeting was chaired by Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian, President of the
Board of Trustees. Participating in the
sitting were Armenia’s Prime Minister
Hovik Abrahamian, President of the
National Assembly Galust Sahakian,
NKR President Bako Sahakian, other
high-ranking officials.

Addressing the meeting, NKR
President Sahakian expressed grati-
tude to the entire Armenian nation,
Mother Armenia and the Diaspora for
rendering support to the Artsakh Re-
public during the harsh days ofthe war
unleashed by Azerbaijan.

Bako Sahakian emphasized that
the Armenian nation has a unique
ability to consolidate at fatal hours
and solve national issues of para-
mount significance.

The President proposed to in-
clude the reconstruction of the
settlements affected by the April
war into the program of the “Tele-
thon-2016.”

Armenia Elected to UNESCO

Intergovernmental Committee

The 6th session of the General
Assembly of the States Parties to the
2003 Convention for the Safeguarding
ofthe Intangible Cultural Heritage was
held at UNESCO headquarters from
May 30 to June 1

Elections to the Intergovernmen-
tal Committee for the term of 2016-
2020 were held within the framework
of the session.

Armeniawas unanimously elected
member of the Committee from the
second regional group (Eastern Eu-
rope) for a four-year term.

Countries elected from other re-
gional groups include Cyprus, Austria,
Guatemala, Columbia, Cuba, Philip-
pines, Zambia, Senegal, Mauritius,
Palestine and Lebanon.

The core functions of the Inter-
governmental Committee for the Safe-
guarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage are to promote the objectives
of the Convention, provide guidance

on best practices and make recom-
mendations on measures for the safe-
guarding ofthe intangible cultural heri-
tage.

The Committee will further ex-
amine requests submitted by States
Parties for the inscription of intangible
heritage on the Lists as well as propos-
als for programmes and projects. The
Committee is also in charge ofgranting
international assistance.

The Members of the Intergov-
ernmental Committee are elected by
the States Parties meeting in General
Assembly according to the principles
of equitable geographical representa-
tion and rotation.

States Members to the Commit-
tee are elected for aterm of four years,
and every two years, the General As-
sembly shall renew half of them. A
State Member of the Committee may
not be elected for two consecutive
terms.
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Turkish Professor Cengiz Aktar:

Turkey Has Been Party to

Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

YEREVAN -- Turkey has been
and remains a party to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, according to Cengiz
Aktar, a political science professor at
Istanbul University. Speaking today
in Yerevan during aroundtable on the
Karabakh conflict he said Ankara
stepped up its involvement after the
failure of the Zurich protocols.

“Turkey began helping its brother
Azerbaijan, although the bulk of Turks
have no idea where Karabakh is, even
Turkish foreign minister,” he said.

According to him, Turkey's po-
sition on this issue is completely emo-
tional - Ankara supports Baku in defi-
ance of diplomatic rules.

"Turkish media offered very little
information about what has been hap-
pening in Karabakh over the recent
days. Reliable information appeared
only in bilingual Turkish-Armenian
newspaper Agos," Aktar said.

Turkey and Armenia have had no
diplomatic ties since Armenia became
independent from the Soviet Union in
1991. Turkey closed its border with
Armenia in 1993 in a show of support
for its ally, Azerbaijan, which had a
dispute with Armenia over Nagorno-
Karabakh, the ethnic Armenian en-
clave of Azerbaijan.

There are several sensitive issues
complicating the establishment of nor-

Cengiz Aktar

mal relations between the two coun-
tries, particularly Ankara’sblatant sup-
port of Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict resolution process
and Turkey’s refusal to acknowledge
the mass killings of Armenians the
Ottoman Empire as genocide.

The thaw in relations between
the two countries began in 2008 at the
Armenian president's initiative. In 2009
October 10 Armenia and Turkey signed
"Protocol onthe Establishment of Dip-
lomatic Relations™ and "Protocol on
the Development of Bilateral Relations"
in Zurich which were to be ratified by
the parliaments of both countries.

However, on22 April 2010, the Presi-
dent of Armenia signed a decree suspend-
ing the ratification of the protocols.

Bako Sahakyan: Azerbaijan’s Policy Is Threat

Not Only to Armenia and Karabakh,
but Also to Whole World

MADRID (Panorama.am) -- The
president of the Nagorno Karabakh
Republic, Bako Sahakyan, believes in
the independence and power of the
army of his country, to which he has
devoted his life, he says in an interview
with the Spanish newspaper EI Mundo.

According to the NKR president,
there has been tension on the contact
line between the Azerbaijani and NKR
forces for a long time. During all those
years, the NKR government has at-
tempted to attract the international
community’s attention to the problem
emphasizing that Azerbaijan’s actions
would have fatal consequences. Un-
fortunately, that happened, and
Azerbaijan initiated alarge-scale mili-
tary action against the NKR in the
beginning of April.

Bako Sahakyan notes that as
usual, the Armenian nation supported
them in the NKR defensive actions.
“Every Armenian, no matter in what
corner of the world he live, feels a
responsibility tosupport us at least
morally, and it will always be so,”
Bako Sahakyan notes.

According to the NKR president,
their struggle for independence is wel-
comed by many countries and nations,
as they understand that Azerbaijan’s
policy is a threat not only to Armenia
and Karabakh, but also to the whole
world. “It is a threat to the values of
the international community. Russia,
France, and the OSCE Minsk Group
undertake certain measures for the
peaceful regulation of the conflict,”
the president highlights.

Bako Sahakyan notes that
Azerbaijan started the attack and at-
tempted to capture the NKR territory
using its whole military arsenal. The
NKR Defense Army gave a well-de-
served response obliging the enemy to
give up its initial plan. As aresult, the
Azerbaijani militaries could capture only
two positions in the northern and south-
ern directions. For that aim, they used
heavy artillery and most of their mili-
tary arsenal.

Bako Sahakyan also notes that
Azerbaijan was spreading misleading
information about aunilateral ceasefire,
while shelling the NKR settlements. He
expresses hope that the Azerbaijani
authorities will refrain from actions,
which can lead to a new escalation of
the conflict.

Talking about the residents of
the frontline villages, the NKR presi-
dent notes that the question is whether
the Azerbaijani side will implement
the agreements about the ceasefire.
“We do our bestto make the Azerbaijani
authorities respect those agreements,”
he notes and emphasizes that the NKR
government continues to help the
evacuated residentsof the frontline
villages.

Bako Sahakyan notes that the
NKR population has lived in tension
for many years, and ceasefire viola-
tions take place on a daily basis. “Most
importantly, we have made certain
conclusions and will undertake proper
measures in order to prevent similar
actions by the enemy in the future,”
the NKR president sums up.
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Monument to Heroes of April War

Unveiled in Yerevan

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- Prime
Minister Hovik Abrahamian participated
today in the unveiling of a monument
dedicated to the heroes killed in the
April war.

The monument was erected in
the park named after Tatul Krpeyan at
the initaitve of the Student Council of

the Armenian State University of Eco-
nomics and the Youth Foundation of
Armenia. The author of the monument
is Vardan Harutyunian.

PM Abrahamian laid flowers at
the memorial and the graves of the
fallen freedom fighters, paying tribute
to their memory.

“Armtech” Conference to Present

Armenian IT Developments in Silicon Valley

YEREVAN (Armenpress) --
“Armtech” conference, which this year
is entitled “Armenia: IT Forum”, will
be held in Silicon Valley Synopsys
Mounatin View Campus on June 10.
Forum aims to present and discuss the
tendencies of the IT development in
Armenia and its prospects in the inter-
national arena, to promote the interna-
tional cooperation and involvement of
investments, to contribute to the coop-
eration between the IT specialists.

Deputy Minister of Economy of
Armenia Emil Tarasyan said the event
is being held under the patronage ofthe
Prime Minister, and with the participa-
tion of the IT community representa-
tives from Armenia and the US. “This
year’s forum is exclusive in a sense
that it will be devoted to the start-ups.
5 start-ups will participate in the con-
ference”, he stated. Minister said pre-
viously numerous agreements were
signed within the framework of the
“Armtech”. This year the organizers
of the forum also plan to sign such
memorandums which will lead to the
implementation of new projects in Ar-
menia.

Director of the Enterprise Incu-
bator Foundation Bagrat Yengibaryan
stated that two important issues will be
discussed during the conference:
progress of Armenian organizations in
the world, especially inthe US market,
and the education issue, in particular,
how to promote human resource de-
velopment in Armenia. He highlighted
that this year the conference is being
held at “Synopsys” company, the rep-
resentative of which is the largest IT
company in Armenia. “These year we
have a number of foreign speakers in
the conference who are representa-
tives of the multinational organiza-
tions. They are not guests that come to

ARM -
TechCon 1

know what happens in Armenia, what
developments exist in Armenia and
what are the challenges to develop the
IT sector here”, the director said. He
also stated that a focus will be put on
the development of the newly created
companies, representatives of such
companies will take part at the confer-
ence and will present their projects to
the investors.

Chairman of the Union of Em-
ployers of Information and Communi-
cation Technologies Armen Baldryan
mentioned that Armenia with such
conference shows that it is ready to
new reforms in the IT sector. “We will
present one of our initiatives at the
conference which is the creation of
the Technology University in Yerevan”,
he stated.

Chairman of the Union of Infor-
mation Technology Enterprises
Alexander Yesayan also welcomed this
event. He informed that the Union also
will concentrate on the issue of educa-
tion and will present the project of
engineering laboratory.

Executive Director of the
“Synopsys Armenia” CJSC Hovik
Musayelyan said the experience of
“Armtech” shows that holding this
conference in the Silicon Valley is
justified. He stated that their company
will present the project with physics
and mathematics orientation which was
launched in 5high schools of Yerevan.
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$325,000 Raised For the AGBU Humanitarian
Emergency Relief Fund for Syrian Armenians

LONDON -- On May 21, AGBU
brought together hundreds of support-
ers and friends for a Gala Benefit
Dinner at the Landmark Hotel in Lon-
don. The evening was devoted to cel-
ebrating the achievements ofthe AGBU
Humanitarian Emergency Relief Fund
for Syrian Armenians and inspiring
continued support for helping to allevi-
ate the dire conditions that continue to
persist in the region.

Thanks to the generosity of AGBU
Central Board member and CEO of
Amber Capital Joseph Oughourlian and
his wife Jenny, all the proceeds from
the fundraising dinner were directed to
the AGBU Humanitarian Emergency
Relief Fund for Syrian Armenians.

The highlight of the gala was the
keynote speech by the Right
Honourable Professor the Lord Darzi
of Denham. Lord Darzi-the embodi-
ment of success-captivated the audi-
ence with his wit and charm. Born in
Baghdad to Armenian parents, Lord
Darzi is known as one of the world's
leading surgeons, pioneering the key-
hole surgery that has saved the lives of
countless patients around the world.
He has also served as a government
health minister and became the first
person of Armenian origin to become a
member of the House of Lords.

Speeches were also given by
Camilio Azzouz ofthe AGBU London
Trust and AGBU Europe Board; Mr.
Oughourlian; Cesar Alierta, the chair-
man of the Spanish telecommunica-
tions provider Telefonica; and AGBU
President Berge Setrakian. All the
speakers emphasized the importance
of responding to global crises swiftly
and instilled in the audience the great
significance of their contribution to
Syrian relief. In particular, Alierta-a
friend and supporter of the Armenian
community- encouraged AGBU mem-

bers to raise awareness about the cri-
sis in Syria and outlined the way Arme-
nians are exemplary in the world: "I've
seen how resilient and strong the Ar-
menian community is. Itis part ofyour
DNA. It is the most important commu-
nity inthe world because the Armenian
community is the only one that can
know how life is in the Middle East,
Europe, Canada, the United States and
Latin America and also serve Christian
values."

Among the prominent guests
were members of AGBU London, the
AGBU London Trust, AGBU Europe,
the AGBU Central Board and the clergy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church
along with members of the AGBU
Young Professionals (YP) network.
Special acknowledgment was given to
AGBU Central Board member Vasken
Yacoubian, who has been instrumental
in organizing reliefefforts in Syria and
for Syrian Armenians living in Arme-
nia. "From the bottom of our hearts,
you are truly a hero to us and a big
source of inspiration. 1fmy generation
puts so many hours of work into what
we do, it's because of people like you
who have put everything they have
into our community. We wantto deeply
thank you for that," Azzouz said in
recognition of Yacoubian.

The gala closed with remarks by
Mr. Setrakian, who sketched the for-
midable history of the Armenians of
the Middle East over the past century
and emphasized the perseverance of
the Armenian people: "These are diffi-
culttimes, butwe will prevail. I remain
optimistic. This vision of ours, created
in 1906, has gone through many chal-
lenges, butwe thank Armenians world-
wide who have trusted this organiza-
tion and we will continue the heritage
of our founders and continue to reach
out to every Armenian in need."

Three High-Ranking Officials Arrested

Continuedfrom page 1

The sackings came more than
three weeks after the outbreak ofheavy
fighting around Nagorno-Karabakh that
nearly escalated into afull-scale Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war. A senior pro-
government lawmaker attributed them
to “shortcomings” in the Armenian
military’s response to an Azerbaijani
offensive in Karabakh.

The Investigative Committee
declined to clarify whether Monday’s

arrests are also connected with the
April 2 offensive that left more than
80 Armenian soldiers and volun-
teers dead.

Azerbaijani troops captured sev-
eral Armenian positions along the
Karabakh “line of contact” but failed to
advance farther. According to indepen-
dent sources in Baku, at least 94
Azerbaijani soldiers, many ofthem mem-
bers of special forces, died in action.

The four-day hostilities raised
questions aboutthe Armenian military’s

Raoul Wallenberg Foundation

to Honor Steve Kerr’s Grandparents

for Saving Armenians

NEW YORK (Armradio) -- The
Board of the IRWF has unanimously
resolved to award the Raoul Wallenberg
Medal to the late Dr. Stanley E. Kerr
and his wife, Elsa, for their devoted
work in favor of Armenian women and
children in the 1920’s who had man-
aged to survive the great tragedy which
started to unfold in 1915.

The relief effort was organized
and provided by the Near East Relief
(NER) and among the American vol-
unteers was they 21 year old Stanley
Kerr, at that time, ajunior officer with
the US Medical Corps. After having
served in Aleppo he was transferred to
Marash, in Anatolia, where he headed
the American assistance operations, at
agreat risk for the Turks regarded the
Americans as collaborators of the Ar-
menians. In 1922, he moved to Beirut
where he and his wife Elas, estab-
lished the Near East Relief Orphanage
for Armenian children atNahr Ibrahim,
Lebanon. In this position, the couple
was instrumental in aiding a signifi-
cant number of Armenian mothers
and children.

In 1925, Stanley Kerr earned a
Ph.D. in Biochemistry, a field where
he distinguished himself, and returned
to Beirut to chair the Department of
Biochemistry ofthe American Univer-
sity of Beirut. In 1965, he retired with
the rank of Distinguished Professor
and was awarded the Order of Merit
from the Republic of Lebanon.

Besides their actual help to Ar-
menian orphans, Stanley wrote a re-
markable memoir documenting his
experiences in Marash - The Lions
of Marash: Personal Experiences with
American Near Esast Relief, 1919-
1922), providing afirst-hand account
of the plight suffered by the Arme-
nian people.

One of the couple’s sons, Dr.
Malcolm Kerr, an acclaimed scholar
specialized in Middle Eastern Studies,
became the President of the American
University of Beirut and was tragi-
cally assassinated in Beirut by ex-
tremists in 1984.

Malcolm’s son, Steve Kerr, was

Steve Kerr

aprominent Basketball player and cur-
rently head coach of the Golden State
Warriors. In arecent interview, Steve
told about how proud he feels about
his grandparents.

The Raoul Wallenberg Medal will
be posthumously bestowed to Stanley
and Elsa Kerr, in the hands of their
grandchildren and it will be coordinated
with them, together with other com-
memorative initiatives such as a special
stamp dedicated to the heroic couple.

Dr. Stanley E. Kerr

Mr. Eduardo Eurnekian, Chair-
man ofthe IRWF, said that “Dr. Stanley
Kerr and his wife Elsa are an example
of pure humanitarianism and as such,
they should be recognized and remem-
bered. They should serve as role mod-
els for the young generations”.

7th Pan-Armenian Games to Be Held

in Nagorno Karabakh

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- On
June 1session of the Executive Com-
mittee of the “Pan-Armenian Games
World Committee” NGO was held in
“Olympavan” led by president of the
Committee Ishkhan Zakarian.

At the session Zakarian made a
proposal to hold the 7th PanArmenian
Games in the Nagorno Karabakh Re-
public which was unanimously adopted
by all participants. “This will be a
historical decision and will truly re-
flect our goal which is “Armenia-
Nagorno Karabakh-Diaspora” trinity”,
Zakaryan stated.

Deputy Presidents of the Execu-
tive Committee also delivered speeches
over the importance of holding the 7th

apparent lack of prior knowledge of
the assault. Critics also suggested that
Karabakh Armenian frontline troops

PanArmenian Games in Nagorno
Karabakh.

Issues related to the preparatory
works of the Games in Nagorno
Karabakh were discussed.

Executive Committee also made
a decision to hold the Pan-Armenian
Games World Committee General As-
sembly in Nagorno Karabakh on Sep-
tember 3, 2017.

At the end of the session the
Executive Committee issued a state-
ment condemning the Azerbaijai pro-
vocative actions unleashed against
Nagorno Karabakh overnight April 1-
2, and expressed their support to the
Nagorno Karabakh Republic and the
NKR civilian people.

did not have sufficient modern weap-
ons and other military equipment when
they came under attack.
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Kick-Off to Honor

Child and Orphan Care Committee

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) has announced that its Cen-
tennial Kick-Off Celebration will pay
tribute to a major supporting group,
the AMAA Child and Orphan Care
Committee, at a Banquet planned for
October 8, 2016 at the Jonathan Club
in Los Angeles. According to Banquet
Co-Chairs Jack Muncherian and Gary
Phillips, Esq., the third floor ballroom
of the historic downtown Club has
been reserved for the event which will
honor the creative and hard-working
West Coast Child and Orphan Care
Committee, an organization celebrat-
ing its 25th anniversary. Paul
Kalemkiarian has accepted the role of
Master of Ceremonies.

In the aftermath of the devastat-
ing Armenia earthquake of 1988, the
AMAA rushed in to help. Many chil-
dren were killed or injured, many were
left orphans, and some were taken
abroad for treatment. In 1991, the
same year that Armenian Independence

was declared, the Orphan and Care
Committee was established. This Com-
mittee has concentrated on changing
children’s lives and giving them hope
for abetter future “one child at atime.”

With poverty an issue, families in
Armenia cannot always care for their
own, resulting in children who live in
extreme poverty (even though one or
both parents may still be alive). That is
when AMAA Child and Orphan Care
Support steps in.

The AMAA, founded in 1918 in
Worcester, MA, has been headquar-
tered in Paramus, NJ since 1972 and
has extended its spiritual, educational,
social services, and child care minis-
tries to 24 countries around the world.

Levon Filian (PH 818-937-9840)
the AMAA’s West Coast Executive
Director and Louisa Janbazian (PH
201-745-7496) AMAA PR/Communi-
cations Coordinator, can be contacted
for information. AMAA West Coast
office is located at 1101 N. Pacific
Ave., Suite 301, Glendale, CA 91202.

Mosaics Discovered in Artashat

to Be Displayed in Museum

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) -- In
2003, during the excavations in the
capital city of Artashesian dynasty,
Artashat, mosaics typical to the late
Roman period baths were discov-
ered. After the discovery these mo-
saics have been covered again.
Thanks to a special program, these
mosaics will be moved, restored and
displayed.

Director of the Institute of Ar-
chaeology and Ethnography of the

National Academy of Sciences, Pavel
Avetisyan told Panorama.am that part
of the mosaic floors are well pre-
served, yet the larger part is de-
stroyed or damaged.

“To preserve the mosaics found
in Atrashat, they need to be moved.
As it is located on the bank of Araks,
the floors get wet which will lead to
the destruction of the mosaics. If
measures aren’t undertaken, what
has been preserved soon will be de-
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Merdinian School Dedicates

the Bezjian Family Building

On Sunday, May 15th 2016, the
C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangeli-
cal School held a dedication and rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for the newly
constructed Bezjian Family Building.
Rev. Dr. Ron Tovmassian, Moderator
of the AEUNA, offered his blessings
for the new building.

Erection of this state-of-the-art
facility was made possible by a gener-
ous one million dollar donation by bene-
factors Mr. & Mrs. Albert & Terry
Bezjian. Mr. Bezjian is the founder of
Indo-European Imports, a wholesale
distributor ofimported Middle Eastern
specialty foods.

This modern building houses a
library, a science lab, an art room, five
spacious classrooms, and the athletic
coach’s office. It provides the school
with greater flexibility in serving its
growing student population.

Following the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, the guests attended a gala ban-
quet co-chaired by Mrs. Helga Sarkis
and Mrs. Seta Nalbandian. The event
was held in abeautifully decorated tent
on the school’s courtyard. Mrs.
Mariam Kuregyan-Krtotyan, an accom-
plished professional, served as the
master of ceremonies. She began by
expressing her heartfelt appreciation
for the excellent quality of education
and family atmosphere enjoyed by her
children at Merdinian School.

Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Minister
to the AEUNA, offered the invocation.
Wonderful musical performances were
offered by two young artists: Mrs.
Mary Balian Saghbazarian, an accom-
plished singer and composer of

stroyed,” he said.

According to Avetisyan, Minis-
try of Culture has developed the pro-
gram which will be realized with the
material support of the state. The
mosaics will be moved, restored and
displayed in the museum.

“The works are underway. A
competition is to be announced, as
only specialists can work on the
project. Those with the best offer
will win. The work will start in a
couple of months,” he explained.

Christian songs, and Ms. Marta
Hovhannisyan, a promising young
music student with abeautiful voice.
Mrs. Saghbazarian is, both, a
Merdinian alumna and parent.

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, the Presi-
dent ofthe AMAA, delivered greetings
of the AMAA, after which the guests
enjoyed a delicious dinner. Mrs. Lina
Avrslanian, principal, delivered her mes-
sage highlighting the admirable quali-
ties of the school and the accomplish-
ments of its students. This was fol-
lowed by recitations of Bible verses
and Armenian poems by several stu-
dents.

Mrs. Juliette Abdulian introduced
the guests ofhonor, Mr. & Mrs. Albert
& Terry Bezjian. Dr. Vahe Nalbandian,
Chairman of the Board of Directors,
presented the guests of honor with
commemorative gifts. Mr. Adrin
Nazarian, a Merdinian School parent
and State Assemblyman for the 46t
district presented a certificate of rec-
ognition to Merdinian School on behalf
of the State of California.

Dr. Nalbandian read a congratu-
latory letter sent to the school by Mr.
Zaven Khanjian, the Executive Direc-
tor/CEO ofthe AMAA. Mr. Khanjian
is a veteran of the school’s Board of
Directors. He served the school for
many years in various capacities in-
cluding Board member, Treasurer,
and Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors.

The wonderful and very special
evening was concluded with a bene-
diction offered by Rev. Dr. Ara
Chakerian.

The mosaics date back to the
2nd-3rd centuries, almost the same
period as those of Garni. According
to Pavel Avetisyan, there’s a the-
matic difference between these mo-
saics.

It shout be noted that there are
different theories regarding the date
of the construction of Artashat. The
capital ismost likely to be constructed
in 189-188 BC. The excavations in
Artashat allow study the ancient ur-
ban construction of Armenia.

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FOOD

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979
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