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Armenian Armed Forces Participate

in CSTO Military Exercises

MINSK -- Armenian Armed Forces
are participating in the "Unbreakable
Brotherhood 2016" joint peacekeeping
exercises of the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) taking place
August 23-27 in Belarus.

More than 1,500 soldiers and
500 units of military equipment are
involved in the joint exercise of con-
tingents of six CSTO member states
— Armenia, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Russia and Tajikistan —
that includes preparation and imple-
mentation of maintaining peace in Col-
lective Security region.

"The main objectives of the ex-
ercise are strengthening mutual under-
standing and cooperation between the
peacekeeping forces of the CSTO
member states, improving practical
skills of the commanders and staffs at

all levels in preparing a peacekeeping
operation and command and control of
forces and units during peacekeeping
missions," the Belarusian Defense Min-
istry said.

In addition, the provision of hu-
manitarian assistance to the local popu-
lation in a simulated conflict zone, as
well as practice actions to destroy
simulated illegal armed groups in their
areas of responsibility.

According to the CSTO Secre-
tariat, "for the first time the CSTO
Collective Peacekeeping Forces will
get the UN Security Council mandate
and will act in a crisis region in coop-
eration with the UN mission." Repre-
sentatives of the United Nations Sec-
retariat and the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross have been invited
to the exercise.

Cross-stone in Memory of Armenian
Genocide Victims Unveiled in Sweden

Sodertilje,
Sweden — A cross-
stone dedicated to
the memory of the
Armenian Genocide
victims was sol-
emnly opened and
consecrated in the
yard of the Arme
nian Church of St
Virgin Mary in the
Swedish city of
Sodertélje. The cer-
emony was led by
His Grace Bishop
Markos Hovhannisyan.

Armenian Ambassador to Swe-
den Artak Apitonyan, Sodertilje Major
Boel Godner and Fr. Tiran Petrosyan,
Pontifical Legate for Central Europe
and Scandinavia, offered opening re-
marks.

Attending the event were repre-
sentatives of Swedish state bodies
and sister churches, members of the
Armenian community.

Ambassador Apitonyan noted

that “the first-ever cross-stone dedi-
cated to the memory of the Armenian
Genocide victims unveiled in Swe-
den is not only of religious and cul-
tural value.” “It also symbolizes the
devotion of the Armenian commu-
nity of Sweden to national identity,
as well as the decisiveness of the
Armenian nation to continue the
struggle for the recognition and con-
demnation of the Armenian Geno-
cide,” he said.

Armenia Insists On Concessions From
Azerbaijan For Karabakh Deal

YEREVAN -- Armenia deems it
will be impossible to talk about a com-
promise solution to the protracted
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict with
Azerbaijan unless official Baku ac-
knowledges the need for concessions.

Speaking to media after a gov-
ernment session on Thursday,
Armenia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Shavarsh Kocharian said: “So far, I
have not heard Baku speaking about
any concessions. When Baku starts
speaking about concessions, then it
will be possible to talk about compro-
mises.”

“Itis a different matter that speak-
ing about the negotiating process, the
Armenian sides — Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh — say that they are
ready for compromises... But while
Azerbaijan’s position is getting tougher,
itis pointless for the Armenian sides to
talk about any concessions,” the se-
nior Armenian diplomat added.

Speculation about possible Ar-
menian territorial concessions to
Azerbaijan as part of some sort of a
compromise deal within the frame-
work of the internationally mediated
negotiating process renewed after brief
hostilities in Nagorno-Karabakh in early
April in which dozens of soldiers, as
well as civilians, were killed on both
sides.

So far, however, officials in
Yerevan and Stepanakert have denied
that a possible withdrawal from a num-
ber of Karabakh-controlled districts
around Nagorno-Karabakh proper in
exchange for some sort of status for
the disputed region is part of the nego-
tiations where Russia, one of the three
chiefnegotiators along with the United
States and France, appears to have
played first fiddle in recent months.

Addressing senior members of

Continued on page 2

Valery Permyakov Sentenced to Life
Imprisonment for Gyumri Massacre

GYUMRI (RFE/RL) -- A court in
Armeniahas found a Russian soldier guilty
of murdering a local family of seven,
sentencing him to life imprisonment.

The high-profile trial of 19-year-
old Valery Permyakov ended on Tues-
day in the northwestern Armenian city
of Gyumri where on January 12,2015,
six members of the Avetisian family
were found dead in their house, in-
cluding a two-year-old girl.

All the victims were shot to death.
A six-month-old boy, who was stabbed
with a bayonet, succumbed to his inju-
ries in hospital a week later.

Permyakov, a conscript of the
local Russian military base, was later
detained near the Armenian-Turkish
border and charged with committing
the murders.

He pleaded guilty during the trial,
but waived his right for a final state-
ment in the courtroom before his
verdict’s pronouncement.

In August 2015, a Russian mili-
tary tribunal sentenced Permyakov to

10 years in maximum-security prison
for desertion, theft of weapons and
illegally carrying weapons. The Rus-
sian soldier’s main, Armenian trial on
murder charges began in December
2015 in a makeshift courtroom built
inside the Russian military headquar-
ters in Gyumri.

After months of uncertainly, in
June last year, Russia agreed to an
Armenian trial of Permyakov, but the
accused continued to be kept in Rus-
sian custody in the territory of the
local garrison.

The issue of the jurisdiction of
the Permyakov case led to mass pro-
tests in Gyumri and Yerevan in Janu-
ary 2015 as people demanded that the
investigation and trial of Permyakov
be conducted by Armenian authorities
and under Armenian law.

During the trial itself lawyers
representing relatives of the Avetisian
family raised objections to the trial

Continued on page 2
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NKR President, Armenia’s Defense Minister
Discuss Issues of Army-Building
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STEPANAKERT -- Artsakh Re-
public President Bako Sahakian re-
ceived on Monday defense minister of
the Republic of Armenia Seyran
Ohanyan, NKR President’s Press Of-
fice reports.

A number of issues related to
army building and cooperation between
the two Armenian states in this sphere
were discussed during the meeting.

NKR Prime Minister Arayik
Haroutyunian, Deputy Prime Minister

Arthur Aghabekian, Defense Minister
Levon Mnatsakanian, Armenian Deputy
Defense Minister-head of the logistic
support department Movses Hakobian
and other officials took part in the
meeting.

President Sahakyan and Armenia
DM Ohanyan also visited one of the
sections of the NKR southwestern
border lines. They got familiarized with
the course of the service and the situ-
ation there on the ground.

Armenia Insists On Concessions

Continued frompage 1

his government and leading represen-
tatives of the Armenian society on
August 1, President Serzh Sarkisian
categorically ruled out unilateral con-
cessions in the resolution of the
Karabakh conflict.

“Karabakh will never be part of
Azerbaijan. Never. [ repeat once again:
it is out of the question,” he stressed.

In a recent interview with the
online newspaper of the French Parlia-
ment, Karabakh leader Bako Sahakian,
while advocating the idea of “reason-
able, fair and adequate” compromises
as a way of settling the conflict, in-
sisted that such concessions should
not “disrupt our country’s security
and create opportunities for our adver-
sary to launch new attacks against us.”

Sahakian’s spokesman David
Babayan later explained that the
Karabakh leader did not imply territo-

rial concessions to Azerbaijan.

Armenia’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Kocharian also presented a clear
vision of the Armenian side of the
possible compromise: “Nagorno-
Karabakh cannot be part of Azerbaijan;
security guarantees must be provided
for the Karabakh state and people.”

“As for details of how to achieve
this, it is a different matter, which is
also conditioned by the position of our
opponent. And its position is very
tough, so speaking about details in this
case is pointless,” the senior Armenian
diplomat said.

Kocharian stressed that Armenia
is not empowered to talk about
Nagorno-Karabakh’s territorial integ-
rity. “For me or for any other official
of Armenia there is no notion of com-
promise or concession, because these
issues related to the settlement are
mainly within the competence of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic".

Valery Permyakov Sentenced to Life

Continued frompage 1

being held on the premises of the Rus-
sian military base, insisting that this
was by itself a factor putting con-
straints on Armenian justice. But the
judge dismissed the objection at the
very beginning of the trial.

Lawyers also raised questions
over a number of circumstances of the
case which they claimed left room for
suspicions that Permyakov may not
have acted alone. No evidence to dis-
prove the version of the events pre-
sented by the prosecutors was pro-
duced during the trial, however.

Duringthe investigation and court
proceedings the defendant said that he
decided to desert his unit because he
had grown homesick and wanted to
reunite with his family living in a small
town in eastern Siberia. He claimed to
have planned to cross into Turkey with

the aim of returning to Russia.

Permyakov also said in his pre-
trial testimony that he randomly picked
the house as he sought to get money
and civilian clothes before crossing
the frontier. He said he never intended
to kill its inhabitants but somehow
opened fire “out of fear”.

The court did not specify where
Permyakov will serve his sentence.
According to some Armenian media
reports, Permyakov, who was found
guilty of all charges against him --
including the murder of seven people,
a robbery attack, and an attempt to
illegally cross the border -- is likely to
serve his sentence in a Russian prison
rather than in an Armenian facility.

In June, an Armenian court re-
jected a case of relatives of the mur-
dered family seeking 450,000 Euros
($500,000) in damages from Russia
for its responsibility for the killings.

Georgian Security Forces Thwart Terror
Attack on Russia-Armenia Gas Pipeline

TBILISI  --
Georgia’s security
services have|
thwarted an attempt |
by terrorists to blow |
up apipelinethatsup- |
plies natural gas|_
from Russia to Ar-
menia in an area out-
side Georgia’s capi-
tal Tbilisi, Russian- [
language Georgian
website Gruzial|
Online reported |
on Monday.

Georgia’s State Security Service
have detained seven people, including
a police patrol officer, who were try-
ing to blow up the Russia-Armenia
pipeline and are now facing charges of
having links to terrorist organizations.
One of the detainees has often traveled
to Ukraine, Gruzia Online reported,
citing a security services official.

Georgia’s Prime Minister Giorgi
Kvirikashvili thanked the country’s
State Security Service (SSS) for pre-
venting the terror attack stating that
through the actions of the SSS, this
“huge threat” was averted.

“I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express gratitude to each
person involved in this operation, as a
major disaster was averted. Making
such timely and effective decisions
and actions is of utmost importance,”
said the PM.

Armenia relies heavily on im-
ports of gas from the subsidiary of
Russian giant Gazprom that operates
thousands of miles of gas transmission
system and gas pipelines. In the first
halfof2016, Gazprom Armenia shipped
818.3 million cubic meters of gas from
the Russian Federation to Armenia.

Leaked German Report Says
Turkey a Hub for 'Islamists’

BERLIN — On Wednesday, Ger-
man Interior Minister Thomas de
Maiziere defended a leaked govern-
ment report alleging Turkey was a hub
for Islamist groups, a charge that has
further strained tensions with Ankara,
a key partner in efforts to stem mass
migration.

Turkey and Germany have had a
series of disputes in recent months,
just as the European Union has been
trying to secure Turkey's help in tack-
ling the influx of migrants to Europe,
of which Germany has taken in the
bulk.

Ankarahas also been incensed by
criticism from the West of its crack-
down following a failed coup attempt
on July 15.

The government report, disclosed
by German public broadcaster ARD
this week, said Turkey had become a
hub for Islamist groups and that Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan had an "ideologi-
cal affinity" to Hamas in Gaza, the
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and
groups of armed Islamist opposition in
Syria.

De Maiziere told German regional
broadcaster rbb: "There's nothing to

regret" when asked if he regretted the
paper. He said the report showed one
aspect of Turkey, but that there were
other aspects beyond that.

Earlier in the day, Interior Minis-
try spokesman Johannes Dimroth said
the report was signed by a deputy
minister and that neither de Maiziere
nor the Foreign Ministry had been
involved.

"Where people work, mistakes
can happen," Dimroth said.

Turkey reacted with fury to the
report.

"The allegations are a new mani-
festation of the twisted mentality,
which for some time, has been trying
to wear down our country by targeting
our president and government," the
Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

Relations between Germany and
Turkey have been frayed since the
German parliament voted almost unani-
mously on June 2 to recognize the
Armenian Genocide.

Earlier this year, Erdogan reacted
angrily to the broadcast of a satirical
song about him on German television
and launched legal action against the
comedian who wrote it.
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Beneficiaries of $1 Million Award from

Aurora Prize Confirmed

Proceeds to fund several projects in four countries with a
focus on child refugees and orphans

AURORA PRIZE

FOR AWAKENING HUMANITY

2016 |

Impacts Communities

Around the World

THE $1 MILLION AWARD IS NOW FUNDING
SEVERAL INITIATIVES ACROSS FOUR COUNTRIES

DATION
Jean-Frangols
Peterbroeck

Marguerite Barankitse, as 2016 Aurora Prize Laureate, selected
the following organizations that inspired her work to receive a
$1 million award:
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DU GRAND-DUC ET
DE LA GRANDE-DUCHESSE
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NEW YORK -- The $1 million
award for the first Aurora Prize for
Awakening Humanity will fund
projects in Rwanda, Ethiopia, the
Democratic Republic of Congo and
Brazil. The proceeds will support
initiatives that are combatting child
poverty and advancing aid and reha-
bilitation for child refugees and or-
phans.

As Aurora Prize Laureate, Mar-
guerite Barankitse — founder of
Maison Shalom and the REMA Hos-
pital in Burundi—received a $100,000
grant, and was offered the chance at
even greater impact by being asked
to nominate humanitarian organiza-
tions which would receive the
Prize’s $1 million award. Ms.
Barankitse chose her longtime part-
ners: Fondation du Grand-Duc et
de la Grande-Duchesse; Fondation
Jean-Frangois Peterbroeck; and
Fondation Bridderlech Deelen. To-
day, those three organizations an-
nounced the projects they have
chosen as recipients of the funds.

“The beauty of the Aurora
Prize is the unique ability to share
this wonderful gift with causes
so close to my heart,” said Au-
rora Prize Laureate Marguerite
Barankitse. “Through the Aurora
Prize we can show children
around the world the power of
love and kindness over hate and
violence.”

Aurora-donationsThe
Fondation du Grand-Duc et de la
Grande-Duchesse will use the award
to support their project providing
for 200 Eritrean refugees arriving
in Ethiopia from Egypt. The project
protects young people from traf-
ficking and incarceration, provides
vocational training and is building a
training center that can accommo-
date at least 200 refugees per year.

The Aurora Prize will sup-
port The Fondation Jean-
Frangois Peterbroeck to em-
power girls and young women
who’ve been affected by abuse,
abandonment, displacement or

other hardship through programs
aimed at reintegration, education
and economic community reha-
bilitation.

The Fondation Bridderlech
Deelen plans to use the funds to
offer educational opportunities to
young people living in one of the
poorest areas of Rio de Janeiro.
This will include a citizen educa-
tion program for 100 children and
67 parents to give them the skills
to protect themselves against the
lure of drug traffickers and traf-
ficking. In conjunction with a
Catholic Diocese in Rwanda, they
will also dedicate funds to im-
prove and upgrade school infra-
structure, including renovating and
rebuilding classrooms, latrines and
rainwater pipes.

The three organizations will
also continue to support the re-
markable work of Barankitse’s or-
ganization, Maison Shalom, which
provides social and economic as-
sistance to Burundian refugees in
Rwanda by extending funds for
education and vocational training
and restores dignity to orphans,
street children, formerly incarcer-
ated children or children of pov-
erty-stricken parents. Since its cre-
ation in 1993 when Barankitse took
charge of 25 orphans, Maison Sha-
lom has aided over 30,000 orphans
and children in need.

“We’re gratified to see the
inaugural Aurora Prize drive real
and substantial change to help
those who need it most in com-
munities all around the world,”
said Ruben Vardanyan, co-
founder of the Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative. “As part of the Au-
rora Initiative, the Aurora Prize is
meant to reach across the globe
to back exceptional efforts such
as Marguerite Barankitse's. Mar-
guerite and the organizations she
has selected will use the Prize to
continue the cycle of giving and
thus ignite positive change for gen-
erations to come.”

Boston-Area Teachers Receive Full-Day
Training on Armenian Genocide Education

WATERTOWN, MA — The
Genocide Education Project (GenEd)
provided a full-day workshop on
teaching about the Armenian Geno-
cide for Boston-area History and
English teachers on June 10th.

Held at the Armenian Library
and Museum of America, the training
covered historical context as well as
various approaches to teaching the
subject, including the use of survivor
testimony, photographs, documentary
film, book reading assignments, and
persuasive composition. Teachers
also met a local 106-year old Arme-
nian Genocide survivor and were
given a tour of the museum and li-
brary, and provided a traditional Ar-
menian luncheon.

"I have been teaching for over
25 years and I have been to a lot of
conferences, and this was by far one
ofthe best. The survivor presentation
was incredible as were the other
speakers and many resources," said
Joanna Honig, Watertown High School
English teacher.

Co-hosted by Armenian Library
and Museum of America, the Na-
tional Association for Armenian Stud-
ies and Research, Watertown and
Boston Public Schools, and Project
Save, and with the participation of the
USC Shoah Foundation, the free
workshop also provided numerous
instructional materials, including a
variety of lesson plans and a class-
room poster and guidance through
the downloadable resources, an online
interactive lesson, and classroom vid-
eos accessible through GenEd's
website.

Sara Cohan, USC Shoah Foun-
dation Armenian Education & Out-
reach Specialist and GenEd Educa-
tion Adviser, discussed the value of
the Armenian case in genocide
coursework. Cohan also introduced
teachers to interviews of Armenian
Genocide survivors filmed by docu-
mentary filmmaker, J. Michael
Hagopian, and now being preserved,
cataloged and posted online by USC
Shoah Foundation.

Dr. Dikran Kaligian, historian
and GenEd Board member, provided
the historical and political context,
timeline, and methodology of the
Armenian Genocide, as well as the
U.S. humanitarian response, and the
government of Turkey’s denial of
event and its ramifications on edu-
cation, international affairs, and US

policy.

GenEd Board Member
Roxanne Makasdjian presented the
biography of Genocide survivor
Asdghig Alemian and then con-
ducted alive interview with Alemian.
After her father and the other men
of the town were killed by Turkish
authorities, Alemian, her mother,
sister, and two brothers were forced
onto the death march into Syria.
After her two brothers died on the
trek, her mother gave her five-year
old Asdghig and her older sisterto a
Turkish policeman, who smuggled
them in large bags of plums loaded
onto a mule, to a Turkish home.
There, the girls were treated as
servants and abused, forced to de-
nounce their Christian faith, and
punished severely for speaking Ar-
menian.

Asdghig was later sent to an-
other Turkish home in Aleppo.
Asdghig told the workshop teach-
ers of the anguish she felt when
separated from her sister. Her sis-
ter escaped and the two were res-
cued, spending several years at
Aleppo’s Evangelical Armenian or-
phanage, before relocating to their
uncle's home in Massachusetts.
Asdghig married another Genocide
survivor from Keghi and together
they ran a grocery and raised a
family.

“It was a great privilege for
me to learn about Asdghig’s ex-
traordinary life and introduce her to
the educators, to allow us all the
benefit of her life experience and
inner strength,” said Makasdjian.

Ruth Thomasian, Executive
Director of Project SAVE — the
Armenian Photograph Archive, dis-
cussed how she collects and uses
family photographs as a teaching
tool and window into the life of
Armenians in the past.

Marc Mamigonian, Director of
Academic Affairs at the National
Association for Armenian Studies
and Research focused on how nov-
els and memoirs about the Arme-
nian Genocide are valuable re-
sources for English Language Arts
and Humanities courses. Highlight-
ing the books Forgotten Fire, Black
DogofFate, Goodbye Antoura, and
My Name is Aram, Mamigonian
described their value both as good
literature and as historical instruc-
tion.
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Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America Holds Biennial General Assembly

CHICAGO -- The Armenian
Evangelical Union of North America
(AEUNA) held its 23rd Biennial Gen-
eral Assembly June 23-26, 2016 at
Double Three by Hilton Hotel Skokie,
IL, hosted by the Armenian Evangeli-
cal Church of Chicago.

The theme of the convention was
“Reclaiming the Zeal of Our Founders”
and Rev. Jackson Crum was its main
speaker. 280 participants, including the
Armenian Evangelical Youth Fellow-
ship (AEYF), which was also having its
20th General Convention, enjoyed three
days of worship and fellowship, and
conducted business meetings.

During the General Assembly
AEUNA celebrated the 170th Anni-
versary of the Armenian Evangelical
Church, and The hosting church (of
Chicago) celebrated its 100th Anni-
versary.

The Assembly concluded on Sat-
urday evening with a Gala Banquet,
where retired Armenian Evangelical
Pastors were honored for their faithful
ministry in AEUNA, and a joint wor-
ship service on Sunday morning with
the local Armenian Evangelical Church.

The General Assembly adopted
the following resolutions:

-Rev. Berdj Djambazian was
elected for four-year term of service
as Minister to the Union.

- Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian was
elected as Moderator and Rev. Dr.
Avedis Boynerian as vice-moderator
of the Board of Directors of the
AEUNA.

-Rev. Dr. Ara Jizmejian was ap-
pointed as Eastern Region Director of
AEUNA/AEYF ministries.

-The revised AEUNA By-Laws
was ratified by the General Assembly.

Unseen Armenia - Metz Tagher

By Hovsep Daghdigian

Mets Tagher is a village in the
Hadrut district of Artsakh/Nagorno
Karabagh. Legend indicates that set-
tlers were brought to the region from
Tigranagert (in Artsakh) by a priest
named Daniel Gzhetsi in the 5-6th c,
settling with the local inhabitants.
Gzhetsi established the first “free”
community called Kazh; It is not
clear: “free” from what or whom?
According to my slightly dated “Dis-
covered Paradise, Karabagh Guide”
(2006) the village boasts fine ex-
amples of civil architecture which,
indeed, it does.

The road from Stepanakert
through Karmir Shuga to the access
road to Meds Tagher is fine, with the
exception of a few spots that need

repaving. The access road to the
village is unpaved but entirely pass-
able. As we drove by some spectacu-
lar cliffs the village appeared in the
distance, with its Soorp
Amenaprgitch (All Saviors) church
clearly visible. The inscription over
the door of the recently renovated
church indicates 1846. However, a
document posted within the church
indicates that Soorp Amenaprgitch
existed here in the 13thc. In the
19thc a new church was built on the
site with efforts to preserve the sur-
viving elements of the old church.
We met the family in the house
next to the church. They were rela-
tives of USSR Air Marshal Armenag
Khudiakov (1), head of the Soviet Air
Force ‘till 1950. He was the Soviet
Union’s highest ranking air force

Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian to Speak on
"The Armenian Diaspora: Lebanon

FRESNO - Fresno State Univer-
sity Armenian Studies Program Direc-
tor Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian will
give a presentation on "The Armenian
Diaspora: Lebanon " at 7:30PM on
Friday, September 9, in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, Room 191, on the Fresno State
campus.

The presentation will be the first
in the Fall Lecture Series of the Arme-
nian Studies Program, with financial
support from the Leon S. Peters Foun-
dation.

Prof. Der Mugrdechian will dis-
cuss the significance of the Armenian
community in Lebanon, one of the
most important Diasporan centers. The
Armenians have maintained a vibrant
communal life in the midst of the
general political instability of the Middle
East. Der Mugrdechian's talk will fo-
cus on the current community and the
challenges that it faces, while empha-
sizing the continued vitality of the Ar-
menians in Lebanon. Der Mugrdechian
was invited by the Tekeyan Cultural
Association to Beirut in the summer of
2016to give atalk. While in Lebanon he
visited some of the major Armenian
institutions in the country.

Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian
is Director of the Armenian Studies
Program at Fresno State and teaches

courses in Armenian language, art,
literature, and history. He is the Presi-
dent of the Society for Armenian Stud-
ies and is the editor of the Armenian
Series of The Press at California State
University, Fresno.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available at
Fresno State Lots P5 and P6, near the
University Business Center. Parking
permits are not necessary for Friday
night lectures.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit
our website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

officer, and was born in that house.
During Stalin’s infamous purges,
Khudiakov was falsely accused of
being an “enemy of the state”. This
designation indicated that the accused
individual was too powerful or too
popular and, if he or she wished,
potentially could pose a threat to
Stalin. Khudiakov was executed. Af-
ter Stalin’s death and the subsequent
execution of Soviet Secret Police chief
Berria, a trial of Khudiakov was held.
He was found innocent of any crime.
As a friend commented, “How nice!”

Within the village (2) is a mu-
seum dedicated to Air Marshal
Armenag Khudiakov, with his jet
fighter mounted outside. The mu-
seum and plane dedicated to this
Armenian hero were established only
after Artsakh won its independence
from Azerbaijan. Inside the museum
there is information about Khudiakov,
his uniform, and photographs both
of him and of recent Armenian free-
dom fighters. The museum and plane
could use some renovation but, given
the situation, its existence is an ex-
ample of the heroism of Artsakh’s

Statue of Air Marshal
Armenag Khudiakov

people and their resolve to remember
and honor our heroes.

(1) In Russia Khudiakov was
known as “Air Marshal
Khanferyants”.

(2) Handmade products from
Medz Tagher village are available at
Karabagh Carpets, 35 Mashtots
Ave,Yerevan
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