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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs
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Coverage & Protection
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of your priority list.
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Government Fails to Implement Agreements
Armenian Election Deal Collapses

YEREVAN -- The Armenian au-
thorities officially confirmed on Mon-
day that they will not implement a
recent agreement with the opposition
that was supposed to ensure the proper
conduct of next year’s parliamentary
elections.

The Central Election Commis-
sion (CEC) attributed the deal’s col-
lapse to logistical problems related to
the introduction of a biometric registry
of voters meant to prevent multiple
voting by government loyalists.

The compromise agreement
reached with three parliamentary op-
position parties in June committed the
authorities to installing electronic ma-
chines that would check voters’ iden-
tity through plastic ID cards contain-
ing their fingerprints.

The landmark deal, which took
the form of amendments to Armenia’s
new Electoral Code, also envisaged
live online broadcasts of voting and
ballot counting from all 2,000 or so
polling stations across the country.

The total cost of the special equip-
ment needed for these anti-fraud mea-
sures was estimated at 16 million euros
($17.8 million). The government made
clear from the outset that the deal will
be annulled unless foreign donors pro-
vide the bulk of this sum. The govern-
ment reportedly secured the funding
from the European Union and other
donors in July.

The CEC chairman, Tigran
Mukuchian, publicized on Monday a
government letter saying that a Polish

company contracted by the authorities
in Yerevan has notified them that it will
be unable to start publishing the ID
cards before a September 1 deadline set
by the Electoral Code. The company
can launch the process only in Decem-
ber, just four months before the 2017
elections, the government claimed.

Mukuchian said that in these cir-
cumstances the CEC and its nation-
wide divisions would not have suffi-
cient time to introduce the new voter
registry. The deal with the opposition
should therefore be considered null
and void, he said after a meeting of the
electoral body.

Some opposition politicians ac-
cused the authorities of walking away
the deal even before the CEC announce-
ment. They claimed that President Serzh
Sarkisian’s administration is not inter-
ested in the freedom and fairness of
the elections.

Two opposition parties, Pros-
perous Armenia and the Armenian
National Congress (HAK), have at the
same time urged the government agree
to another major safeguard against
multiple voting. It would require the
CEC to publish the lists of voters who
will have cast ballots on polling day.

The spokesman for the ruling
Republican Party of Armenia (HHK),
Eduard Sharmazanov, indicated late
last week that the authorities will now
try to negotiate an alternative compro-
mise accord with the parliamentary
opposition. But he would not be drawn
on possible government concessions.

Karabakh: Quarter Century of Independence

STEPANAKERT -- On Septem-
ber 2, 2016, Armenians will mark the
25th anniversary of the proclamation
of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic
(NKR/Artsakh).

On that day in 1991, its Parlia-
ment adopted the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. And on December 10 of the
same year, the people of Artsakh con-
firmed, through a referendum, the
proclamation of NKR independence.

But a quarter century after gain-
ing independence, and despite numer-
ous achievements, Nagorno-Karabakh
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still faces major challenges.

Turkish FM

German Lawmakers’ Incirlik Visit Hinges on
Rejecting the Armenian Genocide Resolution

ANKARA -- The Turkish au-
thorities will allow German lawmak-
ers to visit Incirlik airbase only if
they openly reject the results of the
parliamentary resolution that recog-
nized the 1915 massacre of Arme-
nians as Genocide, Turkey’s Foreign
Ministry has said.

“It depends on the steps taken by
Germany. If they take the necessary
steps, we will enable this visit [to
Incirlik],” Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu said at anews confer-
ence in Ankara, when asked about grant-
ing German lawmakers permission to
access the base, Reuters reported.

Turkish Foreign Ministry offi-
cials specified that the “necessary
steps” involve the German govern-
ment distancing itself from the Arme-
nian Genocide resolution adopted by
an overwhelming majority in the
Bundestag in early June.

“But unfortunately I have to say
that those that mingle and manipulate our
history in an unfair manner cannot be
allowed on this visit,” Cavusoglu said.

The German authorities were ini-
tially denied access to the base, located
at the Syrian frontier, following the
escalation of tensions between the two
countries triggered by the German
parliament’s decision. The base is used
by six German surveillance jets and a
refueling tanker backing the US-led
coalition’s operations against Islamic
State militants in Syria.

In response, a number of Ger-
man lawmakers threatened to with-
draw forces from airstrike operations.

There were no immediate com-
ments from the German Foreign Min-
istry following the statement made
by Cavusoglu. Spokesman Martin
Schaefer spoke on the issue earlier
on Friday when asked if the German
government could distance itself
from the resolution passed by the
parliament, the ministry noted.

“A resolution of the German
Bundestagis apolitical declaration ofa
German constitutional body,” Schaefer
said, according to Reuters. “I believe it
is a very good idea ... that constitu-
tional entities only comment on each
other's work very carefully, if at all.”

Relations between Turkey, the
EU and NATO soured in the wake of
Turkey’s failed coup attempt on July
15. Ankara blamed its allies, including
Germany, for a slow response and
reluctance to condemn the act.

A day after the genocide resolu-
tion was adopted, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan claimed that
Ankara “will never accept the accusa-
tions,” also threatening to drop the EU-
Turkey refugee deal and let Europe
deal with the crisis on its own, the
Hurriyet Daily newspaper reported.

The decision of the German par-
liament angered not only Turkish offi-
cials, but local news media outlets as
well, which compared Chancellor An-
gela Merkel to Hitler and said that Ger-
many has no right to make judgements,
given its “history of massacres.”

In response, Merkel denounced
the Turkish reaction to Germany’s
stance towards the Armenian geno-
cide, saying that the comments made
by the Turkish president were “incom-
prehensible.”

Karabakh DM: Possibility of Resumption of
Military Hostilities is High

STEPANAKERT -- The prob-
ably of resumption of military actions
is high, NKR Defense Minister, Colo-
nel General Levon Mnatsakanyan said
in an interview with Regnum agency.

“The behavior of the rival allows
to conclude that it has not completely
refused from its plans. Therefore, the
resumption of military actions is pos-
sible any time in the future,” the Min-
ister said.

He added, however, that “the
April war has somewhat restrained the
rival.” “This can be seen in their state-
ments. Before they were declaring they
would win the war in three days, while
now they refrain from such rhetoric,”

Colonel General Levon Mnatsakanyan
said. He voiced hope the Azeri side

Continued on page 2
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Helping Armenian Community Members
in Baton Rouge

NEW YORK -- In a directive
issued to all Eastern Diocesan churches
Primate Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
has asked all parishes to assist in
fundraising drives aimed at assisting
Armenian community members af-
fected by the devastating flooding in
Lousiana earlier this month.

Vasken Kaltakjian, the parish
council chair of St. Garabed Armenian
Church in Baton Rouge, has reported
that three Armenian families were
forced to flee their homes, and one
community memeber lost his business
in the wake of the severe flooding that
caused widespread damage and loss in
the State capital.

According to Mr Kaltakjian, one
family experienced minor damage to
their property and has already returned
to their home. They are expecting to
begin renovations soon.

One family’s house was com-
pletely submerged in water. Everything
in the house remains unsalvageable,
including such basic items as clothing
and other personal belongings.

A third family was forced to
evacuate their home and will not be
able to return for at least six weeks.
The first floor of their house was
completely flooded, and they lost all
furniture, appliances, and other items
on the first floor to water damage.

The fourth family experienced

damage at their place of business,
where two parking lots were flooded
and 82 cars were destroyed. In addi-
tion, the family owned two rental
houses and a fishing camp, all of
which were submerged in water.

Two of these families did not
have flood insurance as their prop-
erties were not located in a flood
zone, Mr. Kaltakjian said. Those
forced to evacuate their homes are
now staying with friends and rela-
tives in the area.

The parish council of St.
Garabed Church has been in touch
with these Armenian familys to pro-
vide emergency assistance. Their
goal is to provide short-term relief
while the families await aid from
insurance companies and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

All funds collected should be
sent to the Diocesan Center no later
than Friday, September 16 (“St.
Garabed Relief Effort” 630 Second
Avenue, New York, NY 10016). All
proceeds—100 percent—will go to
the relief effort; funds will be dis-
tributed by the St. Garabed Arme-
nian Church of Baton Rouge. For
any questions, please contact Vasken
Kaltakjian, the parish council chair
of St. Garabed Church, at (225)
413-4620.

Armenia Incurs Fresh Debt
to Russian Gas Giant

YEREVAN -- A state-owned ther-
mal power plant in Yerevan owes tens
of millions of dollars to Armenia’s
national gas distribution network be-
longing to Russia’s Gazprom mo-
nopoly, it was confirmed on Tuesday.

Shushan Sardarian, a spokes-
man for the Gazprom-Armenia net-
work, told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice (Azatutyun.am) that the power
plant has incurred the debt in the past
year due to its failure to fully pay for
Russian gas supplied to it. She de-
clined to specify the current size of
the debt, saying only that it stood at
$52.3 million as of last month and that
“a considerable part” of it has been
repaid since then.

Sardarian said the Russian-owned
gas operator is now negotiating with
the plant management on “ways of
repaying” the rest of the sum.

The Armenian Ministry of En-
ergy and Natural Resources, which
oversees the plant’s operations, did

not immediately comment on the mat-
ter. It is thus not yet clear why the
massive debt to the Gazprom has sub-
sidiary been incurred

The gas-powered plant located
in the southern outskirts of Yerevan is
the most modern and cost-effective
facility of its kind in Armenia. It was
reconstructed in 2007-2010 with a
$247 million loan provided by the Japa-
nese government.

The plant is also the main recipi-
ent of natural gas imported from neigh-
boring Iran. Much of the electricity
generated by Iranian gas is supplied to
the Islamic Republic.

The Armenian government trig-
gered a scandal in late 2013 when it
disclosed a $300 million debt to
Gazprom resulting from its secret sub-
sidizing of gas prices in the country.
The government repaid that debt by
selling its remaining 20 percent stake
in Gazprom-Armenia to the Russian
energy giant.
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U.S. Attorney Richard Hartunian to Lead
Justice Department Policy Panel

ALBANY, NY -- U.S. Attorney
Richard Hartunian, the Albany-based
federal prosecutor for the Northern
District of New York, was appointed
Monday to lead an advisory committee
on policy for U.S. Attorney General
Loretta Lynch, timesunion.com re-
ports.

It is the first time a prosecutor in
charge of the 32-county district, which
includes the Capital Region, has been
named to head the panel.

Hartunian, 55, of Delmar, who
graduated Georgetown University in
1983 and Albany Law School in 1986,
became vice chair of the panel in Janu-
ary 2015. Now he will head a panel that
is tasked with establishing policies for
the U.S. Department of Justice, fos-
tering cooperation with state attorneys
general and promoting consistency in
the application of legal standards.

The panel dates to 1973. Hartunian
succeeds former U.S. Attorney John
Walsh of Colorado. Hartunian will be
joined by a new vice chair, U.S. Attor-
ney Barbara L. McQuade, who heads
the Eastern District of Michigan.

"The attorney general's Advisory
Committee plays an essential role in
shaping the Justice Department's poli-
cies, implementing its programs, and
ensuring that equal justice and the rule

oflaw are upheld throughout the United
States," Lynch said in a statement. "As
a former chair of the AGAC, I know
firsthand the significant duties required
of the committee's leaders, and I am
certain that U.S. Attorneys Richard
Hartunian and Barbara McQuade are
ready to assume the responsibility of
chairing such an important and distin-
guished body. They are both seasoned
prosecutors, exemplary law enforce-
ment officers, and devoted public ser-
vants, and I look forward to benefiting
from their long experience and wise
counsel as we advance the department's
vital work in the months ahead."

Hartunian, a one-time Albany
County prosecutor and a frederal pros-
ecutor in Albany since 1997, served as
coordinator of his office's Organized
Crime Drug Task Force from 2006
until his appointment to U.S. attorney
in 2010.

Hartunian has been on the com-
mittee since 2013 when he was ap-
pointed by former U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder.

He has co-chaired the panel's
Border and Immigration Subcommit-
tee and has sat on subcommittees fo-
cused on Native American issues,
health care fraud and environmental
crimes.

Resumption of Military Hostilities is High

Continued frompage 1

would completely refuse from its in-
tentions.

Speaking about Azeri threats
to hit capital Stepanakert and civil-
ian objects from Smerch multiple
rocket launchers, the Minister said:
“If Azerbaijan strikes Stepanakert,
corresponding measures will be
taken.” he did not go into detail
about the measures, but noted that
the response would be incompa-
rable.

Referring to the losses the NKR
Defense Army sustained during the
April war, Minister Mnatsakanyan
said: “Who says the losses were
great? Of course, every loss is im-
portant to us, we deem any loss
unacceptable. The military actions
are cruel in the respect that they lead
to human and material losses. There-
fore, it is unacceptable to give any
assessment as to whether the num-
ber of losses was great or not.” He
added that “the losses of the Azeri

side were several times greater than
ours, even considering that they used
the unexpectedness factor and elite
military units. That’s why I con-
sider that the NKR Defense Army
has coped with its task with honor
and valor. The rival has understood
that all its aggressive steps are
doomed to fail in the future.”

“We lost some positions as we
did not expect attacks all along the
line of contact,” he said, adding that
“it actually did not affect the capaci-
ties of the Defense Army.” “The
troops fulfill their task at the front-
line. Of course, it would be better
had we not lost the posts. However,
in the short period of time we had
before the ceasefire, we regained
considerable part of the positions.
Should the military actions continue,
we’ll have broader opportunities.
Nevertheless, I don’t think the losses
are irretrievable. I believe we’ll still
have a chance to regain our lost
positions,” Minister Mnatsakanyan
said.
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Solar Symposium in Armenia

The Armenian Engineers and
Scientists of America, Inc. (AESA) in
collaboration with American Univer-
sity of Armenia (AUA) has scheduled
an inaugural three day symposium on
the AUA campus to take place from
Sep 26-28 0f 2016, in Yerevan, Arme-
nia. The symposium is open to the
public and will address solar and re-
newable energy science, technology,
design, and application.

The AUA symposium is the first
of its kind. AESA and AUA are very
delighted to have world renowned sci-
entist and consulting engineer Dr. Peter
Gevorkian, P.E. of Vector Delta Design
Group (USA) will be the principal pre-
senter, and Dr. Artak Hambaryan of
AUA will be hosting the symposium.

AESA and AUA collaboratively
drafted the following symposium mis-
sion statement:

"Our mission s to lay the founda-
tions for renewable power generation
technologies in Armenia by promot-
ing advanced education in sciences
and engineering accreditation in
[Armenia’s] universities, and promote
development of renewable energy tech-
nology research and product develop-
ment hub in the region. The overall
worldwide growth potential of the re-
newable power and Armenia’s need in
development of a high tech value cre-
ation chain is a historical opportunity
window that may allow Armenia to
become one of the players in science,
technology and engineering in the re-
newable energy field".

AESA is a sponsor of the sympo-
sium along with ConnectTo (USA),
which has led the design and develop-

Solar Hub

Armenia
the renewable energy research center for the region

ment of the symposium website
www.solarhubarmenia.com. Those
interested in participating in the sym-
posium may register through the
website and find useful information
about the details of the symposium and
topics covered during each session.
The event will also be live streamed
allowing for remote participation by
interested individuals as well as live
interactive question and answer.

Dr. Peter Gevorkian has over 25
years of experience in the solar and
renewable energy sector. He has cov-
ered engineering and design projects,
both small and large scale, for power
generation. In addition to research
and development, university lectures,
and curriculum development for solar
and renewable energy studies, Dr.
Gevorkian has authored over 17
books, nine of which cover the en-
tirety of solar power technologies,
books are published by McGraw-Hill
and Cambridge University press. Dr.
Gevorkian’s books are currently used
as engineering textbooks in numerous
universities as well as solar power
design reference books worldwide.
Future plans for 2017 Symposium in
Solar and Renewable energy are in the
works that will involve international
experts, companies, governmental
ministries and academia to participate
in a more comprehensive forum.

Armenia to Establish Free Economic Zone
at Border With Iran

YEREVAN -- A free economic
zone will be established at the Arme-
nian-Iranian border, Prime Minister
Hovik Abrahamian said on Monday as
he spoke to participants of a pan-
Armenian youth camp, Baze-2016.

Abrahamian said the free eco-
nomic zone will open a new opportu-
nity for developing Armenia’s
economy.

“During the latest meeting in
Sochi of the prime ministers of the
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) mem-
ber states, we agreed to create a free
economic zone at the Armenian-Ira-
nian border, in the Meghri area. This is
a very important project, which opens
up a new opportunity for the develop-
ment of our economy,” said the head
ofthe Armenian government as quoted
by the Armenpress news agency.

According to the Armenian pre-
mier, this project is important in terms
of provincial development. “This eco-
nomic zone is opened in Meghri. You
know that the development of prov-
inces is one of our priorities, and the
new free economic zone will largely
stimulate the development of Meghri.
New jobs will be created, new pros-
pects will open up,” said Abrahamian.

Headded that the project will also
allow Iran to establish joint ventures
with EEU member states in the free
economic zone and start a duty-free
export of goods to EEU countries.

The creation of a free economic

zone on the Armenian-Iranian border
will be another opportunity for eco-
nomic development of Armenia, “Ar-
menian” PM Hovik Abrahamyan told
the participants of “Baze-2016” pan-
Armenian youth camp. “During the
last meeting of the Prime Ministers of
the EAEU member states in Sochi we
reached an agreement over establish-
ing a free economic zone on the Arme-
nian-Iranian border, in the region of
Meghri. This is a vital program creat-
ing new opportunities for economic
development of our country”,
“Armenpress” reports the PM men-
tioning.

He also added that the program
will give an opportunity to Iran and
the member states of the Eurasian
Economic Union to establish joint en-
terprises in the free economic zone,
organize production and export them
to the EAEU member states without
custom duties.
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Land and Culture Organization Completes
20th Project in Armenia

o

before and after restoration

PASADENA - Summer 2016
marked another successful campaign
for the Land and Culture Organization
(LCO)/Organisation Terre et Culture
(OTC). After three summer cam-
paigns of volunteers, and four years
of historical archaeologists, local
workers and artisans, LCO/OTC cel-
ebrated the completion and conse-
cration of the its fifth historical
restoration project 16th century
Sourp Stepanos Nakhavegah (St.
Stephen the Protomartyr) church in
the village of Shikahogh. Shikahogh
is located in the southern Syunik
region, adjacent to the Shikahogh
Forest Reserve 20 miles south of
Kapan. Being near the Armenian-
Artsakh border, the Azeris shelled
Shikahogh during the Karabagh con-
flict. Now, they are hoping to de-
velop ecotourism in the Shikahogh
State Reserve area.

Sourp Stepanos was blessed on
August 6th by Holy Etchmiadzin
Bishop Hovannes Hakopyan and clergy
of the Syunik Diocese. Present at the
consecration ceremonies were Kegham
Kevonian President of UIOTC (Union
of Land and Culture International),
Haig and Hilda Manjikian and Nazaret
Kevonian of LCO-USA, project archi-
tect Stepan Nalbandian of LCO/OTC
Armenia “Yergeer Yev Meshagiut”,
along with LCO/OTC volunteers and
members. Over two hundred mem-
bers of the Shikahogh community,
neighboring villagers, and mayors
from surrounding villages and attended
the ceremonies.

It was an emotional moment for
all present following the culmination
of years of hard work by volunteers
and local craftsmen. Some commu-

Shikahogh village Sourp Stepanos Nakhavegah church

nity elders remember being baptized
at Sourp Stepanos.

Throughout the project's dura-
tion, 60 volunteers from the diaspora
lived in Shikahogh and worked on
Sourp Stepanos. Volunteers partici-
pated in every aspect of the project
from archaeologic digs, clearing the
exterior and interior of the church,
fixing the roof, rebuilding the altar
and more. Since 1989, LCO/OTC has
worked on 20 projects including reno-
vation of community centers, schools,
construction of solar dryers, and his-
torical church restoration in Armenia
and Artsakh.

In addition to the completion of
Sourp Stepanos, LCO/OTC began
work on a new project in southern
Armenia. This year’s campaign
brought 40 dedicated volunteers from
the United States, France, Canada,
Mexico, Russia, Armenia, and Artsakh
to spend three-weeks in the Syunik
region, rebuilding the 17thcentury his-
torical Sourp Hovannes (St. John)
church in Armenia’s southern most
point of Meghri. The Meghri restora-
tion project will take four to five years
to complete. During the campaign,
workdays of physical labor partici-
pating in the renovation of this Arme-
nian church is just one part of the
LCO/OTC experience. Volunteers live
inavery modest rural home and spend
non-working hours bonding with vil-
lage residents, while enjoying local
activities and their surroundings. In
addition to experiencing village life,
the volunteers go on excursions of
Armenian historical sites. To learn
more about LCO or join in our sum-
mer volunteers program, you may
reach us at www.lcousa.org.
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Armenians, Japanese, Farms, Friends,
and Wars...

Impact of an Ancient Nation
speaks deeply to those who take pride
in and continue to celebrate the Arme-
nian heritage. From building the first
coffee shops in Europe to building the
longest aerial tramway in the world,
from leading the global trade routes in
the middle ages to leading the global
chessn rankings inbmodern times, Ar-
menians carry a rich culture that has
had a lasting impact on humanity.

Here's a really special story:

Creator of The 100 Years, 100
Facts Project, Lena (Maranian
Adishian), was talking to a Japanese
mom friend from her son's preschool
class. The mom mentioned the book
(Impact of an Ancient Nation) to her
mother who immediately let Lena
know she would like to buy the book.
Was it just that this Japanese family
had an interest in Armenia? No - they
had a very personal connection to an
Armenian family.

The Japanese family is originally
from Reedley, California, well known
for their beautiful fruit farms. They
had a farm there for decades and they
knew many Armenians. They even
learned how to roll dolma!

The grandma explained that she
actually wanted to purchase TWO
copies: one for their own family and
one for an Armenian family they know
from Reedley. She elaborated, "When

the US government rounded up the
Japanese Americans during World War
II, my family was placed in an intern-
ment camp for approximately two years
and they had to leave their farm not
knowing what would happen to it.
Many Japanese American families lost
their homes, businesses, farms, and
personal possessions. Our Armenian
neighbors took care of the farm for
our family until they were able to
return. The farm has remained in our
family for a hundred years and we will
always remember our Armenian fam-
ily friends with gratitude and apprecia-
tion. This story will be passed on in our
family for generations to come."

One of the great things about
working on this project is the people
we have met and the connections made.
This is just one example and we are
grateful to all our friends and support-
ers for making this such a special
endeavor.

Diron Ohanian, Esq. Appointed
New Board Chairman
at A.G.B.U. Manoogian-Demirdjian School

CANOGAPARK,CA--A.G.B.U.
Manoogian-Demirdjian School in
Canoga Park, California proudly wel-
comes Mr. Diron Ohanian, Esq., to the
chairmanship of the school’s board of
trustees. Mr. Ohanian has served the
board for the past decade, and has
most recently acted as Vice-Chair un-
der the chairmanship of Mr. Sinan
Sinanian who will step down after 25
years as chairman.

Through his role, Mr. Sinanian
helped usher A.G.B.U. Manoogian-
Demirdjian School through a series of
critical transitions that ensured the
school’s viability, longevity, and qual-
ity. This includes moving the school to
its current Canoga Park campus; wir-
ing the school with high-speed internet,
SMART Boards, and other technolo-
gies; constructing new buildings; over-
seeing transitions in the school admin-
istration and staff; developing com-
munity relationships; and much more.
He will remain an active school mem-
ber, particularly with three grandsons
commencing their own academic jour-
neys at the school. During the 2016-
2017 Opening Ceremony held in the
Nazarian Gym, Mr. Sinanian congratu-
lated the school for its many achieve-
ments, and welcomed Mr. Ohanian to
the chairmanship, praising his passion
for the school, commitment to its com-
munity, and practice of exceptional
leadership skills.

Mr. Ohanianis a lifelong member
of A.G.B.U. and a sharcholder and
managing director of the law firm
Knapp, Petersen, & Clarke where his

practice specializes in representing in-
ternational, national, and local compa-
nies, as well as professional athletes,
in a variety of business transactional,
litigation, and estate planning matters.
Mr. Ohanian joined the much acclaimed
A.G.B.U. Valley basketball program at
the age of 16 to which he credits his
passion for and commitment to the
Armenian community. After serving
on the A.G.B.U. Southern California
District Committee, he joined the school
board approximately ten years ago.
Mr. Ohanian was admitted to the State
Bar of California in 1991 after gradu-
ating from the USC Gould School of
Law. He also graduated cum laude
from the University of California, Los
Angeles with a bachelor of arts in
economics-business. Mr. Ohanian,
along with his wife Gohar, has two
children: Emma, class of 2015, and
Olivia, class of 2016. Emma and
Olivia, both graduates of A.G.B.U.

Crescenta Valley Holy Apostles Armenian
Church Consecrated

TUJUNGA -- For the Armenian-
American community of Cresceta Val-
ley, the long-awaited consecration of
their church was held on Saturday,
August 20, 2016. The Diocesan Pri-
mate Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
presided over the ceremony with the
participation of Diocesan clergy, Dea-
cons, Choir and hundreds of faithful in
attendance.

Among the participating clergy
were H.E. Archbishop Vatche
Hovsepian, the Vicar General of the
Western Diocese the Very Rev. Fr.
Pakrad Dz. V. Berjekian, the Very Rev.
Fr.Dajad Dz. V. Yardemian, Archpriest
Fr. Dr. Zaven Arzoumanian, Archpriest
Fr. Arshag Khatchadourian, Archpriest
Fr. Manoug Markarian, Archpriest Fr.
Mampre Kesabyan, the Rev. Fr. Vazken
Movsesian, the Rev. Fr. Haroutioun
Tachejian, the Rev. Fr. Zareh
Mansuryan and the Rev. Fr. Khajag
Shahbazyan.

During the final preparations the
Pastor of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of Crescenta Valley the Rev.
Fr. Avedis Abovian sustained a serious
injury thus being unable to take part in
the ceremonial rite.

Also in attendance were Dioc-
esan Council Chairman Joseph
Kanimian, Esq., Diocesan Council
members Barkev Hamalian, Derik
Ghookasian with his spouse and Vahe
Skenderian with his spouse and Dioc-
esan Grand Benefactors Dr. and Mrs.
Aramayis and Natella Paronyan. Among
the dignitaries in attendance were Los
Angeles City Councilmember Paul
Krekorian, Glendale City
Councilmember Ara Najarian, Glen-
dale City Councilmember Mr. Vartan
Gharpetian with his spouse, California
State Assemblymember Patty Lopez
accompanied by field representative
Ricardo Benitez and the principal of
Mountain View Elementary School Mr.
Richard Guillen with his spouse.

The Grand Benefactor of the
church is philanthropist and founding
President of the Union of Armenians in
Russia Mr. Ara Abrahamyan.

The Godfathers are Supreme
Spiritual Council Member Dn. Dr.
Varoujan Altebarmakian with his wife
Lena, Dr. and Mrs. Simon and Lena

Simonian, Mr. and Mrs. Karnig and
Anahid Derian, Mr. and Mrs. Ara and
Betty Ghazarosian,

Mr. and Mrs. Jack and Maro
Kalaydjian, Mr. Armen and Rita
Baranian, Mr. and Mrs. Antranik and
Virginia Zorayan, Mr. and Mrs. Aret
Demiral, Iraqi Armenian Family Asso-
ciation chaired by Mr. Khatchig
Janoyan, the Ladies Society of the
Parish, the Parish ACYO, the Sunday
School, the Saturday School, the Choir,
the Art School and the Deacons.

With the participation of the
clergy and the choir, the Primate con-
secrated the 16 cross-stones in the
names of the Apostles and Saints and
then consecrated the bema, the baptis-
mal font and lastly the Holy Altar,
naming the Church “Holy Apostles.”

Following the consecration, the
Primate and the clergy led a proces-
sion to the courtyard of the Holy
Apostles Armenian Church where His
Eminence consecrated a cross-stone
dedicated by Mr. Ara Abrahamyan in
memory of his mother Paytsar
Abrahamyan.

In his homily the Primate re-
ferred to the newly consecrated church
as the “New Bride” of the Western
Diocese. Archbishop Derderian also
reflected on the evolution of the com-
munity from being a mission parish to
a full-fledged parish with its own fa-
cilities. He fondly remembered the vast
contributions of a devout parishioner
the late Maral Sarafyan in whose
memory the altar was dedicated by
benefactors Dr. and  Mrs.
Altebarmakian.

In conclusion, Archbishop
Derderian expressed his wholehearted
gratitude to all with faithful without
exception for their steadfast support
and unwavering dedication in making
the consecration a reality. He com-
mended the pastoral leadership and
guidance ofthe Rev. Fr. Avedis Abovian
who has served the flock of Christ
withunrelenting dedication and endur-
ing affection.

A special reception was held in
the hall of the church following the
consecration ceremony.

Manoogian-Demirdjian School, attend
USC and are part of the Marshall
School of Business.

Mr. Ohanian thanked Mr. Sinanian

for his service, the Demirdjian family
for their ongoing support, and the
entire community for the opportunity
to serve as chairman.
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vnr vsMrNhv® UGUUNhEU3HhL UPNREEUL NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

SUNDAY SEPTEMB

VERDUGO PARK GLENDALE

1621 Canada Blvd., Glendals; CA, 91206 Starting at 11:00 am
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Live Music - Dancing - Art Work Exhibition - Kids Games

To reserve your vendor booth please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
Qtp Ypuuljutpp wyuwhngbne hwdwp SEnwdugitgkp ‘Lnp Ukpniin Uulnipught Uhniphuwt

(818) 391-7938

Armenian Food

GENERAL SFONSOR

NManufacturing,
-{I By TED & NORA KOROGHLIAN
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